	Project Title:  Landscape Design Guidelines  
	B. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING:
	Discussion- All Items:
	Where scenic vistas are identified, it is presumed that policies are already in place to protect them and this proposal would not change any existing provisions.  The project will not substantially damage scenic resources including trees, rock outcroppings and historic buildings with a state scenic highway.  The project would not degrade but rather improve the existing visual character of the county or its surroundings by establishing minimum landscape design guidelines to which a new development must adhere.  The project is expected to reduce the potential for new sources of light or glare that would adversely affect day or nighttime views because the proposed guidelines contain provisions to encourage the use of dark-sky compliant and shielded lighting fixtures.  
	II. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES – Would the project:
	Discussion- All Items:
	The proposed project would generally not apply to agricultural zoned land and are primarily intended for residential, commercial and industrial projects.  No rezoning is proposed as part of this project and would therefore not result in the conversion of existing farmland nor result in the loss of any existing property with an existing Williamson Act contract.  No impact would occur.
	III. AIR QUALITY – Would the project:
	Discussion- All Items:
	The project does not revise, replace or attempt to supersede existing standards and procedures to ensure compliance with State and County codes and policies that pertain to Air Quality.  The project does not propose any construction and no change in density is proposed.  The project is expected to indirectly improve air quality by promoting the protection of existing trees and planting of additional trees and other landscaping.  Individual projects will be evaluated for compliance with air quality regulations.  
	IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES – Would the project:
	Discussion- All Items:
	Discussion- All Items:
	The proposed project does not involve a change in density or changes of use, and therefore is not expected to have foreseeable impacts on archaeological or historical resources or an impact to paleontological resources or unique geologic features.  
	Adherence to applicable County, State, and Federal standards and guidelines related to the protection/preservation of cultural resources will be implemented when a future project is proposed.  
	Discussion- All Items:
	The proposed project does not identify the location and type of new development and therefore will not affect geologic and soil conditions.  The proposed project does not expose people or structures to additional potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury or death.  Future developments will be subject to all applicable County codes and policies for residential, commercial and other projects, including General Plan policies.  The proposed Guidelines do not override construction and safety standards.  No impact is anticipated as a result of the Landscape Design Guidelines.
	Discussion- All Items:
	VIII. HYDROLOGY & WATER QUALITY – Would the project:
	Discussion- All Items:
	IX. LAND USE & PLANNING – Would the project:
	Discussion- All Items:
	X. MINERAL RESOURCES – Would the project result in:
	Discussion- All Items:
	Adopting the proposed Landscape Design Guidelines will not result in the loss of the availability of mineral resources, particularly mineral (minerals include several different types of aggregate that are used for purposes other than petroleum) resources. All future development will be subject to all applicable County codes and policies for residential projects, including General Plan and Community Plan policies that protect known mineral resources reserves from encroachment of incompatible land uses.
	XI. NOISE – Would the project result in:
	Discussion- All Items:
	XII. POPULATION & HOUSING – Would the project:
	Discussion- All Items:
	XIII. PUBLIC SERVICES – Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental services and/or facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services?
	Discussion- All Items:
	The proposed project will not change residential land use designations within the Land Use Element of the Placer County General Plan and / or Community Plans and, therefore, would not in and of itself cause an increase in demand for public services. As a policy document, the Guidelines are not expected to impact existing levels of service.  Adoption of the document is not expected to result in any increase in population density that would generate the need to require additional infrastructure or other governmental services.
	XIV. RECREATION – Would the project result in:
	Discussion- All Items:
	The proposed project will not change residential land use designations in the Land Use Element of the Placer County General Plan and, therefore, would not cause an increase in demand for recreational facilities.  The project does not include facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment.
	XV. TRANSPORTATION & TRAFFIC – Would the project result in:
	Discussion- All Items:
	The proposed project will not directly affect transportation facilities or traffic conditions and does not alter any existing standards or requirements related to transportation and traffic.  Adoption of the Guidelines is not expected to impact population growth or capacity.  Vehicular traffic congestion would not be impacted because the project does not involve any zone changes or changes to existing land use designations that would increase population or employment densities.  The proposed project is intended to support adopted policies, plans and programs that support alternative modes of transportation.  Proposed guidelines encourage walkability, the inclusion of bicycle racks, and improvements addressing pedestrian access, comfort and safety.  
	XVI. UTILITIES & SERVICE SYSTEMS – Would the project:
	Discussion- All Items:
	The proposed project is not expected to result in an increase in the potential for new construction or a redirection of population growth.  It does not propose development that would directly affect utilities and service systems.  Future development would be evaluated at the time of application submittal.  Future development will continue to be subject to health and safety regulations including water, wastewater, storm water drainage and solid waste disposal.  
	XVII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS – Would the project:
	Discussion- All Items:
	E. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE:
	Discussion- All Items:


