
Table 2.33  Special Status Species Potentially Occurring in the Dry Creek Watershed

Common Name Scientific Name Likelihood of 
Occurrence

Federal 
Status

State 
Status Other Status Habitat Description Approximate 

Survey Dates
Plants

Depauperate milk-vetch Astragalus pauperculus low  -  - 4 cismontane woodland, 
valley/foothill grassland

March-June

Ahart's dwarf rush Juncus leiospermus var. ahartii low  -  - FSC, 1B vernal pools March-May
Big-scale balsamroot Balsamorhiza macrolepis var. macrolepis low  -  - 1B cismontane woodland; 

valley/foothill grassland 
(sometimes serpentine)

March-June

Boggs Lake hedge-hyssop Gratiola heterosepala high  - CE 1B vernal pools April-August
Dwarf downingia Downingia pusilla high  -  - 2 vernal pool/wetlands March-May
Greene's legenere Legenere limosa medium  -  - FSC, 1B vernal pools April-June
Hoary navarretia Navarettia eriocephala low  -  - 4 cismontane woodland; 

valley/foothill grassland
May-June

Red Bluff dwarf rush Juncus leiospermus var. leiospermus low  -  - 1B vernal pools March-May
Sacramento Orcutt grass Orcuttia viscida low FE CE 1B vernal pools May-July
Sanford's arrowhead Sagittaria sanfordii present  -  - FSC, 1B marsh, creeks, ditches May-October
Slender Orcutt grass Orcuttia tenuis low FT CE 1B vernal pools May-October
Stinkbells Fritillaria agrestis low  -  - 4 cismontane woodland, 

valley/foothill grassland 
(clay/serpentine)

March-June

Invertebrates
California linderiella Linderiella occidentalis present  -  - FSC vernal pools/wetlands November-April
Valley elderberry longhorn beetle Desmocerus californicus dimorphus present FT  -  - elderberry shrubs any season
Vernal pool fairy shrimp Branchinecta lynchi high FT  -  - vernal pools/wetlands November-April
Vernal pool tadpole shrimp Lepidurus packardi medium FE  -  - vernal pools/wetlands November-April

Fish
Chinook salmon (Central Valley fall/late fall-
run ESU)

Oncorhynchus tshawytscha present FC  - CSC, FS undammed rivers, streams, 
creeks

Steelhead (Central Valley ESU) Oncorhynchus mykiss present FT  -  - undammed rivers, streams, 
creeks

Amphibians
California red-legged frog Rana aurora draytonii low FT  - CSC, CCR streams, marshes, ponds February 15-April 

30; June-July

California tiger salamander Ambystoma californiense low FC  - CSC vernal pools, wetlands/adjacent 
grassland

March-May

Foothill yellow-legged frog Rana boylii low  -  - FSC, CSC, CCR, 
FS, BLM

rocky streams March-September



Table 2.33  Special Status Species Potentially Occurring in the Dry Creek Watershed (continued)
Common Name Scientific Name Likelihood of 

Occurrence
Federal 
Status

State 
Status Other Status Habitat Description Approximate 

Survey Dates
Western spadefoot toad Spea hammondii present  -  - FSC, CSC, CCR, 

BLM
vernal pools, wetlands/adjacent 
grassland

March-May

Reptiles
California horned lizard Phrynosoma coronatum frontale low  -  - FSC, CSC, CCR, 

BLM
open, sandy areas, varied 
habitats

April-Oct

Giant garter snake Thamnophis gigas medium FT CT CCR ditches, sloughs, marshes April-October
Northwestern pond turtle Clemmys marmorata marmorata high  -  - FSC, CSC, CCR, 

FS, BLM
creeks, ponds April-October

Birds
Bald eagle (wintering) Haliaeetus leucocephalus low FPD CE CFP, CDF lakes, reservoirs w/woodland October-March

Bank swallow (nesting) Riparia riparia low  - CT FSC stream banks April-July
Burrowing owl (burrow sites) Athene cunicularia high  -  - FSC, CSC, MNB, 

BLM
grassland April-July

California thrasher Toxostoma redivivum high  -  - FSC, MNB chaparral, riparian scrub February-July
Cooper’s hawk (nesting) Accipiter cooperii high  -  - CSC woodland April-June
Ferruginous hawk (wintering) Buteo regalis low  -  - FSC, CSC, MNB, 

BLM
grassland November-

February
Golden eagle (nesting and wintering) Aquila chrysaetos low  -  - CFP, CSC, CDF, 

BLM
grassland November-

February
Grasshopper sparrow (nesting) Ammodramus savannarum low  -  - MNB grassland April-June
Great blue heron (rookery) Ardea herodias medium  -  - CDF rookery sites (marsh, riparian) February-July

Great egret (rookery) Ardea alba medium  -  - CDF rookery sites (marsh, riparian) March-July

Lark sparrow (nesting) Chondestes grammacus high  -  - FSC, MNB oak woodland, scrub year round res. 
(nests April-May)

Loggerhead shrike Lanius ludovicianus high  -  - FSC, CSC, MNB grassland, woodland March-May

Merlin (wintering) Falco columbarius medium  -  - CSC woodland, grassland September-April
Modesto song sparrow Melospiza melodia mailliardi medium  -  - CSC marsh, scrub April-May
Northern harrier (nesting) Circus cyaneus high  -  - CSC marsh, grassland June-July
Purple martin (nesting) Progne subis medium  -  - CSC riparian May-June
Sharp-shinned hawk (nesting) Accipiter striatus wintering only - high  -  - CSC woodland September-April

Swainson’s hawk (nesting) Buteo swainsoni high  - CT FS grassland, riparian March-July
Tricolored blackbird (nesting colony) Agelaius tricolor medium  -  - FSC, CSC, MNB, 

BLM
marsh, grassland April-June

White-tailed kite (nesting) Elanus leucurus high  -  - FSC, CFP, MNB woodland, grassland April-June



Table 2.33  Special Status Species Potentially Occurring in the Dry Creek Watershed (continued)
Common Name Scientific Name Likelihood of 

Occurrence
Federal 
Status

State 
Status Other Status Habitat Description Approximate 

Survey Dates
Yellow-breasted chat (nesting) Icteria virens medium  -  - CSC, MNB riparian May-July

Mammals
Pallid bat Antrozous pallidus high  -  - CSC, FS, BLM mines, man-made structures, 

rock outcrops, and woodland 
near open grasslands for 
foraging

April-September

Townsend's big-eared bat Corynorhinus townsendii townsendii medium  -  - FSC, CSC, FS, 
BLM

caves, mines, buildings, rock 
crevices, trees

April-September

Western red bat Lasirus blossevillii high  -  - FS, CSC* woodland April-September
Small-footed myotis Myotis ciliolabrum high  -  - FSC, BLM caves, mines, buildings, 

bridges, rock crevices, trees
April-September

Yuma myotis Myotis yumanensis high  -  - FSC, CSC, BLM Riparian woodland, caves, 
mines, buildings, bridges, rock 
crevices, trees

April-September

2  - California Native Plant Society/Rare or Endangered in California, more common elsewhere
4  - California Native Plant Society/Plants of Limited Distribution

1B  - California Native Plant Society/Rare or Endangered in California and elsewhere
BLM  - Bureau of Land Management Sensitive Species

CC  - California candidate for listing as Endangered or Threatened
CCR  - California Code of Regulations Title 14 Fully Protected Species
CDF  - California Department of Forestry Sensitive Species

CE  - California listed, Endangered.
CFP  - Fish and Game Code of California Fully Protected Species (§3511-birds, §4700-mammals, §5050-reptiles/amphibians).
CSC  - California Department of Fish and Game Species of Special Concern.

CSC*  - Present on Draft Revised List of Species of Special Concern Published by California Department of Fish and Game .
CT  - California listed, Threatened.
FC  - Candidate for federal listing as Threatened or Endangered.
FE  - Federally listed, Endangered.

FPD  - Formally Proposed for delisting.
FS  - U. S. Forest Service Sensitive Species

FSC  - U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service Species of Concern
FT  - Federally listed, Threatened.

MNB  - U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service Migratory Nongame Birds of Management Concern


