
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Reads 
for 

Grades 2 — 3 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard Atwater. The unexpected 
delivery of a large crate containing an Antarctic penguin 
changes the life and fortunes of Mr. Popper. 
 
Freckle Juice by Judy Blume. Andrew wants freckles so badly 
that he buys Sharon's freckle recipe for fifty cents. 
 
Flat Stanley Series by Jeff Brown. After a bulletin board falls 
on Stanley while he is sleeping, he finds that being flat has its 
advantages. 
 
The Chocolate Touch by Patrick Catling. A boy acquires a 
magical gift that turns everything his lips touch into chocolate. 
 
The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Clearly. A young 
mouse named Ralph makes friends with a boy in room 215 of 
the Mountain View Inn and discovers the joys of motorcycling. 
 

Ramona Quimby Series by Beverly Cleary.  Depicts life for 
one family from the point of view of little sister Ramona - going 
to school,  trying to get along with her big sister, making 
friends, and everything in between.  
 
Diary of a Worm by Darlene Cronin.  A young worm discovers 
that there are some very good and some not so good things 
about being a worm in this great big world. 
 
Get Ready for Second Grade, Amber Brown by Paula       
Danziger. Amber is nervous about starting second grade with 
a new teacher, especially because she is in the same class as 
mean Hannah Burton! 
 
Mercy Watson Series by Kate DiCamillo. The antics of Mercy 
the pig and her adopted family. 
 

The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes. All her classmates 

tease Wanda when she announces she has 100 dresses in 

her closet. But when Wanda stops coming to school, they      

discover something about teasing and themselves. 
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My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett. A young boy  
decides to rescue a poor baby dragon who is being used by a 
group of lazy wild animals to ferry them across the river on 
Wild Island. 
 
Catwings by Ursula Le Guin. Four young cats with wings 
leave the city slums in search of a safe place to live, finally 
meeting two children with kind hands. 
 
Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlin. Caleb and Anna 
adore their new step-mother and hope that she will stay. 
 
Judy Moody Series by Megan McDonald. Third grader Judy 
Moody is smart, spunky, and opinionated. What will she get up 
to next? 
 
Clementine Series by Sara Pennypacker. The up and down 
adventures of lovable eight-year-old Clementine and her 
friends and family.  
 
The Adventures of Captain Underpants Series by Dav 
Pilkey. Hilarious capers of George and Harold, who hypnotize 
their principal into thinking he is Captain Underpants.  
 
The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales by 
Jon Scieszka. Try these twists on classic fairy tales and get 
ready to laugh! 
 
Encyclopedia Brown, Boy Detective Series by Donald 
Sobol. Fifth-grader "Encyclopedia" Leroy Brown solves mys-
teries and, by putting the solutions at the back of the book,  
challenges the reader to do the same. 
 
Jumanji by Chris van Allsburg. Left on their own one 
afternoon, two bored and restless children find more  
excitement than they bargained for in a mysterious and  
mystical jungle adventure board game. 
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