
COUNTY OF PLACER 
Community Develo entlResource A 

Michael J. Johnson, Agency Director 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Honorable Board of Supervisors 

PLANNING 
SERVICES DIVISION 

Paul Thompson 
Deputy Planning Director 

FROM: Michael Johnson, Community Development/Resource Agency Direc 0 

DATE: January 10, 2012 

SUBJECT: HISTORIC RESOURCE REGISTER APPLICATION (PCUL20110251) 
PLACER COUNTY WATER AGENCY - HERITAGE CENTER 

ACTION REQUESTED 
The Board of Supervisors is being asked to consider the placement of the PCWA Heritage 
Center in the Placer County Official Register of Cultural and Historic Resources. This action 
is being considered pursuant to the Placer County Cultural and Historic Resource 
Preservation Ordinance (Chapter 15 of the Placer Coullty Code). 

BACKGROUND 
The Heritage Center is housed in the former Hallbom Residence, a homesite that was 
established in 1880 by Peter Hallbom. The Hallbom residence, ranch and fruit orchard 
thrived through the early 1930's, during the peak of the Newcastle fruit production, packing 
and shipping industry in the Sierra Foothills. When Peter died in 1926, his brother Matis 
took over operations and the ranch continued to thrive, earning a reputation for producing 
. and shipping the highest quality fruit. 

During World War-II i'many of the orchards in the area fell to neglect due to local labor 
enlistment into the armed forces, and the internment of Japanese-Americans, many of 
whom worked on local farms. Fruit production in the area continued to decline following 
WWII as the labor force was reluctant to return to farming and American agriculture faced 
increasing global competition. 

Matis Hallbom died in 1945, leaving the property to his two nieces, Elizabeth Robinson and 
Wilma Moore. Elizabeth died in 1997 and the property passed to her daughter, Diane 
O'Leary. The family then sold the Hallbom Ranch property to PCWA in 2003. 

In 2005, the PCWA Board of Directors approved construction of the Foothill Phase II Water 
Treatment Plant and Raw Water Pump Station Project to be constructed on the subject 
parcel and an adjacent parcel to the northeast. For that project, the Board of Directors 
adopted a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) that was prepared by Environmental 
Science Associates (ESA) under the direction of PCWA staff (SCH# 2004102002). 
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To address potential impacts to cultural resources resulting from construction of the Water 
Treatment Plant, ESA prepared a Cultural Resources Report, which analyzed the site, 
structures and history of the Hallbom Ranch. The analysis concluded that the Hallbom 
residence meets eligibility criteria under the National Historic Preservation Act and is, 
therefore, eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. Although inclusion 
of the site or any of its structures into the National Register is not required to mitigate 
potential impacts to cultural resources, the EIR required preservation of the Hallbom 
residence and prohibited significant alteration of the structure unless such activity is 
conducted consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of 
Historic Properties. 

In December 2010, the Zoning Administrator approved a Minor Use Permit (MUP) to convert 
the 2,743 square-foot Hallbom residence to private offices for water quality personnel and 
water distribution operators for PCWA. The offices will serve eight employees who will 
perform office tasks and stage field work from the premises. Consistent with the previous 
EIR, the MUP was conditioned to ensure that the cultural resources of the site would be 
preserved and protected. 

CULTURAL/HISTORIC RESOURCE APPLICATION REVIEW 
On July 20, 2011, PCWA submitted a Request for Historical Designation (Attachment A), to 
Planning Services Division. As stated in the Request, PCWA intends to restore the Heritage 
Center to its near-original condition. Because the grounds have been altered with the 
addition of the pump station and water treatment plant, and because some of the 
outbuildings have significantly deteriorated, the request is limited to including only the 
Hallbom residence in the Official Register of Cultural and Historic Resources. 

Staff reviewed the application materials for compliance with Article 15.60 of the Placer 
County Code (Placer County Cultural and Historic Resource Preservation Ordinance), and 
sent copies of. the application to the Historical Advisory Board (HAB) and to the 
Administrator of Museums for their recommendation. 

Planning Services Division received two letters, both dated October 19, 2011, from the 
Placer County Museums Division. The first is a letter of recommendation from Melanie 
Barton, Placer County Museums Administrator (Attachment B). Ms. Barton states her 
support for the nomination of the Heritage Center to the County Register. 

The second letter is from George Lay, Chairman of the HAB, and it also states support for 
listing the Heritage Center in the County Register. Mr. Lay cites concurrence with the 
Cultural Resource Report findings of eligibility for listing of the structure in the National 
Register of Historic Places. (Attachment C). 

The Placer County Museums Division agrees with the findings of the Cultural Resources 
Report, and accounts of the site and its history described in the Report are consistent with 
what local residents understand to be the facts. For the reasons described above, the site 
plays an important role in local history, particularly related to the Newcastle Fruit Industry's 
"Golden Years". Beyond the fruit industry connection, Matis also contributed to statewide 

. enterprises such as PG&E and the Central California Corporation. As a result, the Hallbom 
residence is important locally, regionally and also in a national context. Therefore, staff has 
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determined that the request is consistent with the Placer County Cultural and Historic 
Resource Preservation Ordinance. -

MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL REVIEW 
The applicant presented this request to the Newcastle/Ophir Municipal Advisory Committee 
(N/O MAC) on October 20, 2011. The MAC voted 7-0 to recommend that the Planning 
Commission approve the request to add the PCWA Heritage Center to the Placer County 
Register of Historic Places. 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION 
On November 10, 2011, the Planning Commission heard the request for a recommendation to 
the Board of Supervisors to place the Heritage Center into the Placer County Official Register. 
After receiving reports from Planning Services Division staff and testimony from Melanie 
Barton, Placer County Museums Administrator, the Commission took action (5-0, 
Commissioners Johnson and Gray absent) to recommend the Board of Supervisors approve 
the requested placement of the Heritage Center in the Placer County Official Register of 
Cultural and Historic Resources. 

CEQA COMPLIANCE 
The Board of Supervisors finds- that this project is categorically exempt from environmental 
review pursuant to provisions of Section 15331 of the California Environmental Quality Act 
Guidelines and Section 18.36.330 of the Placer County Environmental Review Ordinance 
(Class 31, Maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties). 

FISCAL IMPACT 
The fiscal impacts resulting from the placement of this historic resource in the County Register 
are administrative only and will be minor. - -

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff brings forward the Planning Commission's recommendation that the Board of 
Supervisors approve the requested placement of the PCWA Heritage Center into the Placer 
County Official Register of Cultural and Historic Resources. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment A - Request for Historical Designation 
Attachment B - Museums Administrator Letter 
Attachment C - Historic Advisory Board Chairman Letter 

cc: PCWA 
Ron Lichau - Applicant 
Placer County Museums Administrator 
Placer County Historic Advisory Board 
Michael Johnson, CORA Director 
Paul Thompson, Deputy Director 
Karin Schwab, County Counsel 
Holly Heinzen, CEO Office 
Environmental Health 
Engineering Surveying Department 
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LICHAU 
AND 

ASSOCIATES 

ARCHITECTS, 
INC. 

AN ARCHITECTURAL 
',;. AND 
:,~.PLANNING GROUP 

: ::-.~ , 

.~~; .. ;. . 

'100 EI Dorado St. 
'·Auburn. CA 95603 

, 530-885-7178 
, FAX 530-885-9505 

EOmail: lichau.com 

Request for Historical designation 
Placer County Water Agency 

Hallbom Residence 
10681 Ophir Road 

Auburn/Penryn 

The following is included in this presentation: 
• Placer County Planning Department application 
• 3 - 8 %" x 11" colored pictures of the exterior of the house, 
• Floor Plans of the house' 
• Excerpts from the Cultural Resources Report 2005 for the PCWA 

pipeline project regarding the house 
• Brochure done by PCWA depicting the history of the house and 

grounds. 

The Water Agency wants to restore the home - particularly the exterior - to 
it's near-original condition, 'As the grounds have been altered with the 
addition of the Pump Station, parking areas, and the deterioration of some of 
the out buildings it is the desire to only have the dwelling listed as historically 
significant. There are two other structures on the property that have already 
been rehabilitated. They are a root cellar and an outhouse. 

Structurally, the building is in fairly good condition. The siding, trim, porches, 
railings, steps, windows and doors all need to be replaced. The foundations 
will need evaluation and some reconstruction, All work to be done will be to 
conform with the original look and materials. 

The use of the building will be that of a few offices per conditions set forth in 
the Minor Use Permit PMPA 20090129, which was approved by the Planning 
Department on December 15, 2010. The inside of the building will have few 
modifications as we wish to adhere to the Historical Codes in force. Interior 
finishes and trims are to reflect the period of the building in its primary use. 
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PLACER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
AUBURN OffiCE TAHOE OmCE R 
11414 B Avenue 565 W. Lab Blvd.JP. 0, Box 1909 ECEIVED 
Auburn, CA 95603 Tah~ City CA 96145 
530.886-3000 IFAX Sj0-886-3080 530-S81-62131FAX 530·$81-6282 
Web page: www.plaw.ea.govlpJann1ng Email: p~@p1aw.ca.gov 

JUL 2 0 2011 

CD 

CUL TURALIHISTORIC RESOURCE REGISTER APPLICATION 

-Fot Department Use Only-

. ] 
HistOric: Resource __ Cultural Resource _ Other Permits Required: CUPIMUP~ __ V AA· DSA· __ _ 

Pate Received Accepted By Application #: ~ P CVL .Jc II d .:LY·\ 

-TO BE COMPLETED BY APPIJCANT-

1. Project Name:ppWA Hex:1tag:e CenteI Assessor's PaxceI Number (APN):Q40-111-054-0000 

2. Applicant's Name and Address:' ~GWA PO Box 6570 Auburn, CA 95604 

Telephone # 823-4883 Fax # B23-~B8~ Email Address:. Dill a x:t i D~g~lia • net 
3. ProjectLocation&/orAddress: 10681 QnhLr-Road Anhurn r1l a~k"':1 

4 . Architect. Archeologist Ot other consultant's Name &. Address (If Applicable) Ron Li cha u 

. Telephone # 885-7178 Fax# 885-9505 Email Address: ..RQn~Li~bau. ~om 
5. Describe the special aesthetic, cultural, archeological. historie Ct engineering qualities that justify the 

addition of this resource to the Placer County Official Register. Include sketches, dmving. photographs Qf 

other descrl¢\"e material. as well as a Statement of the condition of the s.tructure or resource, etc. Attach 
additional pages as needed. Res; dence Qf the Hil]l.bom famil ~. l2yilt around 

, 1900. Nant to testote t,lle bui 1 ging..as jt lias QtjajDall~ Rith the 
(O:ha;z;j,gQs tbe\famjJ~ :iDccx:pct:ated h~ tbe· ~uet:¥ e,u:l¥ I9(}(}s :£be pr:eseD 
desired use will be for offices_ - . . . /"\ -... . -. . - . 

Signature of App]ic,..w.. ltl" .. JI JPIL ~'? 
'Q. 

HISTORICJCULTUR~L R§2YBCE REG1STIlATION PURPO§E Arm PROCEnUR"E 

(Chapter 15. Placer Couniy Code) 

The BOl!1'd of Supervisors Iw detexrniIled !hat the protection, enhancement, peIpetuation and use of structureslresources of historic. 
archeological, architectural and engineering significance are beneficial to the cmllS of flam- County. FunIu!r. the rupect atld 
understAIldin, of the heritage of the County will enhance 1he econom~ culrural and aesthetic importance of1he County and will promote 
the general welfare of the public by identifYing and officially designating such resources OIl an Official Rliaist«. 

The initiation of the process to have a struCture/re..I:()UTCe added to the Placer Ownty Official Registe, a/Cultural and Historic Resource" 
«<Offidal Register") is discussed at Section 15.60.010 e/ seq. of Chapter IS (Cultunll andHistaric Re!outeeS Fruervation Ordinence) of 
the Placer County Code. Copies of this Ordinance are avai1abl~ from the Department of Museums. the Phuming !>epartment and OD the 
Pla~r County website. Abbreviated instnlctiOJl5 arc included on the back oftbis fonn. 

NOTE: PURSUANT TO tHE POLICY OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. THE I'I..o\NN»{Q. DEPARTMENT CANNOT ACCEYf 
APPLICATIONS ON TAX DELlNQtJENT PROPllITY, IJ'i'UCATIONs 5WMllTED ON J'ROl'Eln1ES WHICH CONTAIN ZONING 
VIOLATIONS MAY ALSO BERliJECTED BY THE COUNTY, 



MAIN RBSJDENCE 

~ p ~ I""" County Wat.r Ag<ncr (PCWA) pun:h>otd 
rh. 27.35·,,,,,, I'rop<1"tY " 10185 Ophir Rood 
in F<bru.ry of 2004. The inrtnr of d,. property 

purch, .. , which jndudu the H~nbom R:tnm ,itt, _, to 

('OftStnlC't 1.I"2w W~tt:T'pump IUl:ion abovt tnt! ai5ting Auburn 
T tlnnrl on thr t:lIIt side of rhc prof'i":rt')~ 211d A W;tter rre~mem 
pbnt f.",1iry ..., the w .. , ';de of the pro~rty. PCWA 
decidta to pt'l"rc:rlJt ~nd urilin rht home cite 21 pri~te officts 
for w:ntr qu;alirr ptra:onnd ~d w~Ut di$tributi01'l Oper;a.t0f'5. 

The J,omt: cite is now known '" t~t PCWA Herir:agc: Center 
;and occupit::s. _ppf'O);"innttly 2.7 :lCTt'S. 

PCWA Herir.ge Ccnter i •• n ex«ptionol prop<ny in Pt.ar 
Coutlty .and rhf: Nt:WC".:I,"e :ilrr:il. Tht ranch on tht lite 
(H.llbom R.nm) thriv.d during the nrly 'w<ntieth «mury 
when ir ~s ;,ss.o.ci.2ttd Wilh rnt: Newr.urk fruit industry. 

~ 

making a g .... contribution to the growth 2nd devdoprncnt of 
Nt!:wc;3stie:md the lu.rrounding ~rea. The f2Ilch is. hisforically 
lignificont b.ola< it rel'~nts an ",«lItnt v:>mple of ~rly· 
.twentieth antur,. f .. rming. 

Si); buildings-a residence, :t b;arn/~dcing 5hrd. rwo 
bo.rder'. qu.ere .. ,. gang<,.nd. privy-or;g~ly mmpo.ed . 
the structur:>.l complex and cen'er of H.lJbom lUnch. The 
main houl(' in particubt is~ fine example of :m tarfy twentieth 
(entut>y Folk Viccorian fuide:nce. Over timt, owners r~rnoved 
twO of tl>< ,ix building. (on< boarder', quorte" building ond 
tho barnf)'-'cking shed). Molt recently, ,he g ..... g< was d.red 
for dcmoli,ion be.:.uu of uf.,y concerns. 

I;PC;WA 

G AR.AGE It: RES lDSt/CB 

In 1872, Peter H.Jlbom and hi. ,ix "bling.-Nd<, Ch.rle .. 
urnlirt.:20, Wilm.a~ John, 2nd M.a.tls.-immigr:rr(:d to tMe 
United S,., .. from Swtden. In 1880, p'",r purdtued ,he 
Ophir Ro>d prop<")''''' which H>llbom R.mch i. louted. 
'Sy me 1'120., loc:Uscons;der«! Prter one of the pioneer fruit 
grow<rs in eft< Newc>,d •• "'. ;and hi. fruit ranch one of ,h. 
b"" piece. of prop.,,), in Pbur County. 

D"""Iop~ of Newcu,l • .,.d "'" Frui' lndumy 
bublished ... n •• rly mining toWn. N....-a>tle ...... 11 but 
deftu1ct by 1860 wr many miners hod left the region. Whcn 
the Cenml P.tciflc lUilroad built 0 ,,:ltion nurby in 1864, 
,he rommunity gnviu«d ro the new .tation and grew in 
pro!p<riry. By ,he end of the doud., me rown bouted ,wo 
,,(>ft •• 0 hotd, two cleon.,. post office,;and a sdloo!. 

Tht growth of fr~i[ f.2rmi ng in the ar(,01 :and the acccssib iliry to 
di5l.nt m2rI",. vi. th<. untr.ol P>cific Roilroad contributed 
to m. aublishment of NeWClstl. as Pt.a:r Coun,y' fruit 
packing 2nd shipping cenrer. The frui, industry Ixg." in 
~m .. , in tft< 1870, ~nd grew st .. dily through the twmtieth 
century, argu2bly enjoying i,s heyd2Y between 1910 .nd 

I'B9. 

Hucory ofH.lIbom Ranch-Nin<tfftlth Century 
Peter HaJlbom b.gan d .. doping land for farming purpc<" 
in N.~rle wi,h the puTCh .. e of rhe Ophir Road P"'P<"l' 
in the' 1880 .. Akl>ough ,he speciflc frui' crop' that wet< 

produced. or Hallbom lUnch .'" unknown, the remn.nn 
of • pear on:hard an<! • rew orattge t,uS =in on the 
prop""y. In addition '0 pea" '2nd orang .. , pumes, plums. 
2nd cht:rrics wtre common CTopJ in the ~f't;!,& In 1898. Peter 
FUrch.sed ~ditional acr~ ne .. H.Jlbom ILmd> that 
indudcd a hoose, ba.rn, fen(:"t5, and. w .. ter CLghU to the NOfth 
J.nd Auburn Ravine:s. 

Although the Hollbam n.me is primarily ... ociated wi.h 

tnt devc:lopmc:nr of fruit farming in che Ntw""de .. ~~. che 
btnily UJO in'Vated in local mining. Between 1885 and 1895 . 
.Neer and John fuJlbom loc:ned qw.t'C% mines in the .a~,a.::and 
Ch",b Hallbom id.,."ified himself as. min« in the Ophir 
dimict and liktly worked for. loe.J mining company. 

In the bu; ninetu:nth.and early tWentieth ccnturiu. Peter 
. purch .. ed m ~ditional4 7 acrco of propmy in rhe N ....... d. 

2tea. To irriptc his lands.. Petltr a-::quircd:a r-c:stNOir souch of 
Ophir Road fromhil brother Matis in 1914. Atrhj,rimt"he 
Newc2.Sde fruit growing industry was in full swing .. nd Peter 
OI.ppe~rs [0 ~ve been c::a.rnc$dy in~lvrd, stcuring ::a.djaant 

landholdings 2lld irtig.:ari()n water. 

Newc ... rle frui' Packing and Shipping Cent ... 
Th. de>dopment of ,he fruit packing ~nd shipping industry 
in Newcastle 'Was a key ~Iem~nt of succt':JJ ftK fruit l'".2nchts 
in the region .uch .. HalJborn Ranch.lndividuols such a. W. 
J. Wi),,,n, Sr., C. M. Silv •• George O. Kellogg. 2nd Marrin 
Schnabel wer. centr>l '0 the growth of New .. "l ... fruit 
growing <ronomy.ln 1885. ,he Porter Broth .... Co'poration 
shipped ,h.lits< full corload offrui' ~r the transcon,inental 
rJ.HrO;1d. The ume re'-I". Ncwc:udc f.1J'1l\tr-t lent ,';I. record 11 S 
ftJU carlooul, of fruit to e2~tern SUtl$. Shipmenrs tantlnued 
to grow "'c>dily, from 176 full carload. in 1889 to 2,547 in 
1913, As the volume of .hipping iner ..... d, the number of 

comp.niu involved wi,h pocking ""d shipping grew. The 

RSMHANTS Of A FaUlT OkCHA'A.D 

companies included ,he California Fruit Exchmge, United 
Fruit Company, Newc=lc Fruit Company. Productrs Froi, 
Com),-,ny, W.J. Wit..on Shipping. P.<ifK Fru;t Cooling PI""" 
Pioneer Frui, Company, E.rl Fruit Company, Schnabel 
Brorl><rs Shippin~ Silva Bttgtholdl Company G<ner.ol 
Woreho""",, 2nd Placer Counry Moun .. in Fruit Company. 



oftr wood shinglu. Thne bl"ge t:liding bay door. proYid~d .= to the building on it! .oud,.." ,ide. The nortnwtsr 

md northe~Sf jid~$ were rowred ~rh W'C'.1thtr~d rongue-.md­
grovt: ve(ti<:,~:1 boards. The fOUThwuc side W2S' cO'VCrtd with 
ply-woOO &iding.T'-"'O wir'ldow-s on th~ WC"3t elevation provid~d 
lignt f'Tom {he rur of rhe building. One window was. covtred 
with chicken win:; tf,c othe:r w:u -: 'Lx-O'J'tr-Ji1: single .. hung 
window. Th~ building ~.s.ted on ~ bO.ll'd·fonned conC«t~ 
footing :md h"d .1t"1 t-;rthen Roor. The interior rt:vnled .In 
open king·pos. ",ft .. support system. A workbench wropped 
.lroul'ld cl1e WHttr'fI t"d of the inferior. 

GAItAGB DBTAJL 

H211bom Ralldt 2nd Newcutlc'.II'Goldtn Years" 

In the mid -tw1:ntieth ctnruty. Pl~e," County was known .as 
,he • Fruit Shipping Gp;tol of rhe World; .nd rh., ~iod 

w;u ronsidtl"td the "golden yea ... for fruit production in 
Ne"-"'Utrle. 

By 1920. p.ter H.llbom was 67 yrars old .nd his r>nch waa 
in full owing. The H.Jlhom household included his bro<hcr 
Joh.n."""o wu.a cJl'pen~er, 2nd j:amo Onion, a bo:ardef'" who 
worked for thtTail"",d as. br:lk,mon. Mari. Holibom. Pe"r' 
young<$t broth.r. Iud In"""d OUt of the house by this tim. 
>nd lil'ed lIon. nea,by. l, i. likely thot M.ri •• who w.o' 0.1'0 
.a -..wll~~'pect~d fruit f.atmcr in the Nf~asdt an; and 20 

yeats yonngtr than Ptter, htgJn to rake more respon$ibilitr 
2t' rhe r:mch at this rime. 

On Aptill9. 1926. Per., died >< ,ge 75; hi. estot. w'" """th 
$93,905. Hi. broth"s John and Moti, and hi. st .. " Wil",. 
survived him. Ptter kft H)l1b~m R01.n.ch, induding fanning 

impltmcntal four horuSt -and a Dodgf! truck. to M2til. 

Under M:nls' ovtr.light. tl-lt r.lJ1ch thrived !>tt:;tUk he did 
busrnf:ss with OJ: numbtr of rtgjon .. l and irltc:ntate prod1.l« 
compmiell. p.lddng comp;t:nics. ;1nd c:mnerics . .as 'wt:U 43 

~ 

local bu*irlc.R •. W.cll knOW'll in loal fruit circles. M2ti. h2<i 
dev.lope<! • tepuution ... grow<:r 2nd shipper of qu.ility 
fruit. 

Dedin~ of the NC"WCaIde Fruit Indwtry 
~Vt:.".ll imporrant f.a.;[or.s C"Omributcd to the dt'dine: of tf,c 
fruit industry in Nt.wcudt. Aa ~rly 2S the 1920s. Ne:wC.lscle 
f2rmul beg~n to f~e1 me effect" of competition from untul 
V:illfy&r~n21 they b.t:g:ln to r'2kc mt It:d in cht producri(')n 
of citrus crops p.anly because of the e.ue of f.l.tTT\ing 01\ R~t"ft:r 
tmds. D~pite ~ ff! ..... bank foreclOSUre'S 2nd Jmd $~ts dunng 
rhe Grat" De:prr:uion of mr: 1930$, fruit shipmttlts in tht 
rt.g\on gtn~l"~LUy remaint.d srudy. HOWt!:~r. nuny ranchers 
muggl,d fin;m.i.Uy brc>us< th.y OOen W1:r< not oble to sell 

.thtLr fruit for me: pri((' needed to cow:r the produc.tion :l.nd 
growi"gco", >nd the,..for< needed to pay f<eight bill, to ha.e 
the (ruit shipped. 

I'<>r production in New", .. l. pe.Ued in the .. rly 1920. .nd 
1930 •• when local fonne .. shipped roughly 400 to SOO cars 
ptr Rasan. How.:Ye1". by the 1940 •• Su-racmnto Ri""r-S"" 
JOUjuin Rivcr Delt> and L.h County growers .urpassed 
N""",_le in pear production; by 1960. Nt:wO.Stle shipped 
only 143 c",. World W .. I[ oJ.o oontributed to th, decline 
of the local frui' indus<ry. S ..... ,.! thriving orch.rd. ~" 
neglected because: of mlistmrnt in the armed forces. the 
.""ilobility of ....,n-p.ying civilian defen .. jobs. and the 
intt:f1\M(:l'\C of Jap.arlcs.c·Amcncans,. 5CvcraJ of whom W'Cn'lcbl 
on Io-:;:.al (:rms. Aire.r the w:lr, many did not rerum to WOt'k on 
me f~nt'I .. , ir1rtud mooting to pursue ocner- option" such al 
going to colkS" with the help of the G.!. Bill. 

In the lat. 195<1 .. pear. 2nd plum. wert the only prom.ble 
fruitlptod .. ced in the rtgian; 1958 ... ,h.b .. yra, in which 
Newca.sde shipped 1.000 car. of fruit. The final blow '0 th. 
region came in the 1960 •• when the pear bJ;ght (p .... pr>ll.) hit 
locol orchard •• c.lusing peat production to dcc~n. ,ignificontly. 
Mom 80 local orch.rd. w.,.., aboodon.d b«wun 1960 ""d 
1967. Th< NCWC2sde Fruit Grow<n A.soci .. ion liquid_d 
it< holding. in 1967 to a..,,, banktup<C)I and Blue Goo« 
Gro ....... dooed our its ~on.! operation .. marking ,he .nd 
at the fruit era. Following ,h. d«line of the fruit industry in 
N.IO/cude. beginning .... rly .. ,he Lu, 1960. ""d continuing 
to the p~l'\t, rhe .ate,,- began to deytiop inro a. bedroom 
community [or Auburn, RouYiIk..arJd S:u:t2mtnro.. 

Ncwcutlt: Fruit GrvN'CU Union 
In 1894. Peter Holibom purch,..d .tock in the N.w.asrl. 

Fruit Grow~n Union. The org,;mi:z.arion was one. of the first 
joint business vtnturu by local growerS to improvt: the fruit 
industry in (he New(Ol.sd~ Rglon. Akhough a dCY2st'2ting firt: 
in 1900 r2vaged NcW('~tl<: ~d dtluoyed .K,yu.1 fruit house$, 
the .fruit industry in the region showed a study incr~ue 
in productiOIl and shipping. The ~ng sucecs..s of {he 
fruit industry helped the town '0 tC"""er !'rom the nr<. The 
Newcutlc Fruit Grow .... Union proved l.rgdy in.ffective 
:a.nd ceased to ea:ist' .after 1905. HOlN'C'Vtr. the form~tion of 
the Nem$tlt Fruit Growns Associ:.cion in l'Xll .. p.rt 
of the Ia.f'get California Fruit w.:ch:Wg«: Jed ro incrc2ud 
fruit growing and shipping in tht are.2. "!he Newcasd~ Fruit 
Gro~" Anoci:u::ion rt:pbctd the dcst~d fruit houses 
with .t new fuility .and s\lcct:$.1fuUy nc:goti:ued ~ rt:dUCIion 

in .. ilroad produce shipping rates 10, Iool formen. By rhe 
e:arly cwmticth cenrury. Ncwcude h~d become f2moUJ fot­
shipping mo", ,hon 1.000 ors per Y""' load.d with fruit 

from IOC>.! orch>.rds. 

BOARD~.~QUART'RS 

HiltoryofH~]lbom Ranch-&rly 20th C.ntllry 
By ,he rum of ,be rw.n<ieth cmrury. dedicated fruit growtt 
Pt'er HaJlborn h.:>ded • fun house with .iV>t <mpl~ •• 
including his youngest brother, Moris, and one boarder. Three 

of the farm boo .. " wtnj.pane.c immigrants. 

During this period. the New.:ostle f,uit industry h.d 
unpfC.oede:nttd suco:.J.{. D«aun m.ny 1oc.d farrru:rs enl~gt'd 
,h.ir orchard. ond together produced,..e<>r<l fruit sh;p""'n". 
The H.Ubom,. h1te many fonnen who r<2li""d prosPeriry 
from their c1f0t"[.f, m:l.cle improvements to their f2nch I~~d :.t 
the rime. The f.mily eon.<rructed the FoI1<. Via"';"" r«i<!tne< 
on ,he propt"Y in 1905.nd th ... e =in.rybuildingrin 1917 
(twO bo.mer·, quarter buildingr.,.,d • g'f2gt). 

Tr:uuporu,rion ~Jopmf!nt-Ophir Ro:ld 
In the loee ninet«nm centuty. the d.vdopmtm of reliable 

roads hf:came 2. popubr caUst ill C:I.lifomi:.. MVlY county· 

owned ""d, such .. Ophir Road, which passed in fron, of 
H.llbom R.nch ....... in .""emely poor condition. I" th. 
t2.fIy dec:adcs of r"~ twe:nrirrh century. tnr growingpopul::trity 
of ~Utomobilts 2nd dem.and~ of motorists for better roads 
r~ulted in.:t shih from county to £t2tc: control ofhighwOiI)"3. 

In 1914, cr;ln.cporudon ,~uthoririt.s iJ'Jeorpor.:tted Ophir 
Rou:i into the Lincoln Highway, the first tr~nscontintnt"l 
motorwoy d<veloped in the Unired S""eL In 1927, the fede,,1 
governrrumt (tt".ated.:l. numbcriJlg fystem (or m:l..jor highw~Y1' 
U.S. Highw:l)'40 (U.S. 40) b.c.."e rh. n.me of the common 
route: of th~ old Lincoln High~y in nort~rn Ca.lifomi •. In 
1928. the Californi. Sme Automobile A .. oci:uion began 
insroUing U.S.40'ign • .!ongrhc: roodway. Ophk Rood became 
part of U.S. 40 ,he """" year. U.S. 40 w .. dccommiuion.d in 
·the mid-1960> ,0 make w:<y for In«ume SO, olthough Ophir 
Roa.d l'cm2iru. an important route in the communiry. . 

G:aragr: Building 
With • m.jor community thoroughfore (Ophir Ro.d) 
n .. rlyat their door .. ep. it is likely ,h .. the H.llOOnu used 
auromobile Uld cruck rransporr.uion to ship fruit produced 
on ~ ranch. Over the ytou'.f. it is krtown th:a.t the. H~lbom.s 
owned", It .. r ,nree rrucks. Petir own.d • Dodg. (yr.r built 
unknown) •• nd Moti. owned tWO trucks (. 1922 Fo,d .nd 
1924 Grah.m).lt is likely that ,he H.rlbom.s us<d the saroge 
fOt"mcriy located. en the property to U01"e mtk trucla :;.nd 
orher automobiles ,ney might h.ve owned. Th. ,h",·b.y 
gar'ge, con .. ruc:red in 1917 .. part of the HollOOm R""ch 
""p.n.ion. was loa.ted .pproxim ... ly ISO Iter northwe .. of 

. rh. main house. The 20" by 26·foOl building had • 45-d<gret 
pitched roof covered with compositc .. ph.lt shinglt.< !aid 

CQ, .) 

GARAGE 



~ 

fWIl>om tunch, EDd of an Era 
De.<pitt [he 10,,1 dcchnt of the fruit ind!l!try in the: 1930s.nd 
1940 •• it .pp .... th.t H.lIbom ~ch rcm.ined profiublc. 
Outing ,h. mid·I940 .. as ITWlY .. 51 people worked on 
the ranch and th.t: family owned. StoCK in the P~ci(l(: G:a.s &:: 

Elec,Tic CoInP""Y. CenT .. 1 C:U iforoi. Cot-pon,ion, C:Uifotni. 
Conning P=h GtoW<TS, Newcastle !'tuit Growe .. , ""d 
Hartl Senator Corporation. 

In 1945, Mat;' H.llbom died .t.g< 70; his cs,.r<w.o. n1ucd 
" $91,059. His obi,uory ""diu him and his bro'h .... for 
hdping"'co pion«r the f\"\lit industry in the coum.y: Matis wu 
prta:ded in d .. ,h by hi. wife, Mari., and w .. suTVivtd by his 
two niea: •• E1i~.beth Robinson (to whom he Itfr th. propctty) 
and Wilm. C. M<><>n- Ehabeth died in 1997 2t1d I<ft ,ht 
propm:y to htT daughter, Dime Ol.ury, .nd ,h. child~n 
of her prtdc=...I d.ughte" Ramon. Eicher. Although it is 
unclea, when HaJlbom Ranch discontinued frui' produaion. 
it i, eviden' rh", rho ,>nch puycd a signi&c.nt role in the 
developmen, of ,h. Newc .. tle frui, induStry. In 2003. [he 
PCWA '''luir<d ,he H:tIlbotll Ranch property. 

-=-
.0 

o 

/,...--. 0 

~ '-
----.--- ....... 

" 
" 

........ - .... 

• 
,. 
" 

' " -''-'" c::::. ___ , __ ,,_ 
"... ...., '" 
""-"" """-:""'" I 

'- , ~. ...... -., -., I 

'--'---------~ "'~lfI 
HALL80M. RANCH SfTE PLAN 



CULTURAL RESOURCES REPORT 

Evaluation of Cultural Resources 

The Hallbom Ranch (ESA-l) 

The Hallbom Ranch appears to meet the eligibility criteria for the NRHP and CRHR. The R3nch 
is associated with the Newcastle fruit industry, which contributed to the prosperity and growth of 
the town and the region. As a result, the Hallbom Ranch appears eligible for the NRHP and 
CRHR under Criterion A. 

The Hallbom Ranch was established by the eldest brother, Peter, in 1880 and grew into a thriving 
business by the time of his death in 1926. It is this time period that Davis (1993) refers to as the 
Newcastle Fruit Industry's Golden Years, After the youngest brother, Matis, takes over the 
Ranch, he twns it into a very prosperous enterprise with a payroll of 5 I employees. Indeed, his 
obituary credits him as one of the pioneers in the county's fruit industry (Auburn Journal, 1945). 
Matis Hallbom was an active member of the Newcastle business community, participating not 
only in fruit growing, packing, and shipping, but in the investment of statewide enterprises such 
as PG&E and the Central California Corporation and in local endeavors such as the Hotel 
Senator, the Odd Fellows, and the Cozy Spot. His activity in community affairs is further . 

evidenced by his membership in the Newcastle Lions Club and the International Order of Odd 
Fellows. As a result, the Hallbom Ranch appears eligible for the NRHP and CRHR under 
Criterion B. 

The buildings that comprise the structural complex and center of the Hallbom Ranch include five 
b,ul,.ling:, hO· .... :'1er not all f"c contribte to the ovenll settir.g ;;r.d S:gn;fic3~ce I): the pr0i'erty. 

The house is a fine example of a Victorian folk residence of the time period and. ~lthough it was 
altered through the major rear addition, the a~teratioll was done consistent with the architcctur.:li 
style of the house. Further, the addition appears to have been completed within the property's 
period of significance. Even without the outstanding historic setting, the house is eligible for the 
NRHP and CRHR under Criterion C. The garage, the boarder's quarters, and the privy all convey 
a sense of the historic farming industry carried out at the individual level. The barn has sustained 
substantial structural damage and past repairs and no longer retains structural integrity. Although 
the orchards surrounding the structural complex are largely defunct, one is struck by the feeling 
of a functioning fann. Indeed, they appear remarkably as if they are simply closed for the season. 
Fruit boxes, machinery, and tools, are all strev.ll about within these structures. Even the privy 
looks like it could function with a little attention from a handyman. As a result, the house, 
garage, boarder's quarters, privy and the landscaping appear to meet the eligibility requirements 
of the NRHP and CRHR under Criterion C. 

Features and structures associated with the built environment (above ground) do not appear to 
have the potential to yield data important in history. Their significance lies with their physical 
characteristics, which are addressed by Criterion C. There is. however, a high potential for the 
discovery of discrete buried deposits associated with the use of the Ranch. Archaeological 
excavation at residential sites of 19th and early 20 th reveal a disposal pattern in which features dug 
into the ground were used as refuse receptacles. Indeed, these types of refuse deposits leave a 
detailed and chronological record that can be used to piece together the untold stories associated 

EQvlronm.ntal Sdente ABOciat •• 
Fcbcury 2005 
203507 
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CULTURAL RESOURCES REPORT 

with important events or individuals in our past Specific themes that might be addressed by 
Ha11bom Ranch subsurface deposits include the lives of early Japanese immigrants, the lives of 
women in the hOusehold (which is virtually ignored in historical documents), and the revelation 
of more information about how the growth of the fruit industry may be evident in the consumer 
choices of the Hallbom family. As a result, although the eligibility of this site under Criterion D 
bas not been evaluated, the potential for significant deposits to be uncovered as a result of ground 
disturbing activities necessitates the discussion of mitigation measures if such activities are 
undertaken. 

/0 
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Placer County 
Museums Division 

101 Maple Street, Auburn CA 95603 
Tel (530) 889-6500 • Fax (530) 889-6510 

October 19, 2011 

Mr. Richard Johnson, Chairman 
Placer County Planning Commission 
3091 County Center Dr. 
Auburn, CA 95603 

Dear Mr. Johnson, 

I support the nomination of the Placer County Water Agency (PCWA) Heritage Center to Placer 
County's Official Register of Cultural and Historical Resources. The 2005 Cultural Resources 
Report which accompanies the application is accurate in its assessment of the historic integrity 
and significance of the property. 

One of the purposes of the Placer County Cultural and Historic Resources Preservation 
Ordinance is to assist the community with the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of 
historic structures or other cultural resources. The PCWA's efforts to recognize and preserve 
the Hi:llIbom House and its associated structures and to remodel the interior of the house for 
office space fulfill the main intent of the ordinance. It is also a great example of adaptive re-use, 
which is a very common method of preserving the. exterior of historic structures while altering 
the interlor for modern use. 

J 

I urge the Placer County Planning Commission to accept this nomination and forward it to the 
Board of Supervisors for their approval. 

~
Sincerel: ~ ,->-j(, L 

. ~~ 

. MeTanle .. arton, Museums Administrator 

ATTACHMENT B 
J~ 



County of Placer 
NEWCASTLE/OPHIR MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
P. O. Box 1222 
Newcastle, CA 95658 
County Contact: Administrative Aide (530) 889-4010 

October 27, 2011 

Mr. Richard Johnson 
Placer County Planning Commission Chairman 
Planning Commission . 
3091 County Center Drive 
Aubum, CA 96503 

Dear Chairman Johnson, 

At the October 20,2011 Newcastle Ophir Municipal AdvisOlY Council (MAC) meeting, Ron Lichau, 
Lichau and Associates, presented the Placer County Water Agency (PCW A) Heritage Center for 

addition to the Official Register as an historic resource. The Heritage Center is located at 10185 

Ophir Road and is housed in the former Hallbom Residence that was established in 1880. PCWA has 

ff'quested that Placer County Planning Services Division place the Heritage Center on the Official 

Register as an historic resource, and the MAC was asked for a recommendation. 

The MAC members do not object to this request by PCW A and voted unanimously to recommend that 

(i,' Eeritage Center be added to the Official Register as an historic resource. 

Sinc~rely, 

~..., ~-
. 1/'---

': e P lmer . 
Chair, Newcastle Ophir MAC 

Cc: JiinHblmes, Placer County Board of Supervisors 
GetTy Haas, Associate Planner, Placer County 

[5) lE~[UW~ fnI 
IJll NOV 0 4 2011 I.W 
. PLANNING DEPT. 17 
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