
MEMORANDUM 
OFFICE OF THE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
COUNTY OF PLACER 

TO: Honorable Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Jim Holmes, Supervisor District 3 

DATE: December 19,2006 

SUBJECT: COMMENDATION - Approve and present a Commendation to Leonard R. lnch 
for his forthright vision and dedication to Sierra-Sacramento Valley Emergency 
Medical Services Agency as requested by Supervisor Holmes. . 

ACTION REQUESTED 

Approve and present a Commendation to Leonard R. lnch for his forthright vision and 
dedication to Sierra-Sacramento Valley Emergency Medical Services Agency as requested by 
Supervisor Holmes. 

BACKGROUND 

Leonard R. lnch began his career with the Sierra - Sacramento Valley Emergency Medical 
Services Agency on May 1, 1989. He dedicated his career to establishing and maintaining 
the highest professional ethical standards for Emergency Medical Care for the counties of 
Placer, Yolo, Yuba, Sutter and Nevada in California. Among his many accomplishments as 
the Regional Executive Director for the Sierra-Sacramento Valley EMS Agency, Mr. lnch 
designed and implemented the regional trauma system and wrote the plan for the five-county 
region. In addition, he implemented exclusive operating areas within the Sierra-Sacramento 
Valley EMS region for both public and private ambulance-transportation providers. Mr. lnch 
has been known as a driving force behind California's trauma legislation which resulted in a 47 
million dollar two year funding allocation. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
None 



COUNTY O F  

Goarb of SuperbiSorS 
COMMENDATION 

In the matter of a Commendation honoring 
Leonard R. Inch for his forthright \ision 
And dedication to Sierra-Sacramento \'alley 
Emergencv Medical Senices Agency. 

Whereas, Leonard R Inch began his career with the Siena-Sacramento \'alley ~mergency Medical 
Services Agency on May 1, 1989 \!here he continued his career in emergency medical services until 
December 13, 2006. Sierra-Sacramento Valley Emergency Medlcal Sen~ices Agency is a Joint Powers 
Agency that serves as the local EbfS agency for the counties of Placer, Yolo, Yuba. Sutter and Nevada in 
California, and 

Whereas. prior to sening as Reg~onal Executive Director at Sierra-Sacramento Valley Emergency 
Medical Senices Agency. Leonard R. Inch was the Ch~ef of Pre-Hospital Care /Special Projects for the 
Count). of Los Angeles, Depamnent of Health Senrices from 1983 to 1989, and 

Whereas, prlor to serving as Ch~ef of Pre-Hospital Care in Los Angeles Leonard R Inch founded the 
paramed~c program in Butte County and taught as the princ~ple ~aramedic  instructor for Butte 
Community College from 1973 until 1953 Leonard was cenified as the first paramedic In Butte Count). 
Paramedic number 001. and 

Whereas, Leonard R. Inch served three terms as the president of the Emergency Medical Sen-ices 
Adm~nistrator's Association of Califom~a and has s e r e d  as the legislative chairperson, and 

JYhereas, Leonard R Inch 's trauma service began as a slte reviewer for the Counry of San Diego m the 
early 1980's He upas on the first San D ~ e g o  trauma center review team, and 

Whereas, Leonard R Inch uas the Regional Executire D~rector for the Sierra-Sacramento Valley EMS 
Agency n-here he designed and implemented the reg;onal trauma system Leonard wrote the trauma plan 
for the five-county region. He has also been a trauma consultant for the State of hiisslsnppi and has been 
a member of the Mississipp~ Trauma Center designation team. In addition, Leonard is a U S. Department 
of Transportation Development of Trauma Systems instructor, and 

\Vhereas, Leonard R Inch, in Januai); of 2001, produced a paper for a Center for Disease Control 
Special Projects Grant entitled "California's Trauma Care In Crisis " In 2004, through another Center 
for Disease Control Special Projects Grant, another follou-up report entltled "California Trauma Fund 
Ut~lizatlon A Follo\v-Up Report to the California Legislature - Lessons Learned and Future Needs" u-as 
produced Leonard has been one of the drinng forces behind California's trauma legislation u,hich 
resulted in a 47 million dollar t\%o !,ear funding allocation. and 

\Thereas, Leonard R. Inch, implemented In 2006 exclusive operating areas \vithin the Sierra-Sacramento 
\'alley EMS region for both public and private ambulance transportation providers, and 

Whereas, Leonard R. Inch uill long be remembered for h ~ s  passion, determination and perseverance to 
malntain the highest professional ethlcal standards for Emergency Medical Care in the Counties of 
Placer, Yolo, Yuba, Sutter and Nevada 

Non Therefore Let It Be I (no~v That. on this lgth day of December, 2006 the Placer County Board of 
Supen,isors takes great pleasure In honor~ng Leonard R Inch for his dedicat~on and contribution to 
emergsnc) medical senwes and \\ill remember him as a man nith the highest professional ethical 
standards for emergency medical sen ices 

Bill Santucci 
C h a ~ m ~ a n  

Robert >l IVeypandt 
Supen isor. District 2 

Jlm Holmes 
Superv~sor, Districr 3 

Vacant 
Supenisor, Distr~ct 4 
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