
PLACER COUNTY 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Honorable Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Thomas Miller, County Executive Officer 
by Rui Cunha, Emergency Services Program Manager 

DATE: August 10, 2010 

SUBJECT: Resolution to establish the Greater Lincoln Fire Safe Council and 
direction to Clerk of the Board to post vacancies to the Council. 

ACTION REQUESTED 
The Board of Supervisors is requested to: 
• Approve a Resolution to establish the Greater Lincoln Fire Safe Council with boundaries as 

described at Exhibit A; and 
• Direct the Clerk of the Board to post vacancies to the Greater Lincoln Fire Safe 

Council 

BACKGROUND 
Hazard mitigation: The continuing recurrence of dangerous and costly wildfires in Placer 
County has driven the need to plan, develop and implement mitigation measures to reduce the 
risk of wildfires. The recently approved and adopted 2010 update to the Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan (LHMP) identifies those risks (as well as others) and delineates the status of 
wildfire protection measures undertaken. Developing a biomass program, preparing Community 
Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP), establishing Fire Safe Councils, executing both the Chipper 
and the Hazardous Vegetation Abatement programs, and preparing and disseminating public 
education materials are some of the measures that have been implemented. 

Fire Safe Councils: Fire Safe Councils (FSC) have proven an effective manner for identifying 
potential wildfire risks within defined areas, recommending and prioritizing community fire 
mitigation projects, and obtaining grant funding for those projects through established federal 
programs. Placer County has four active Fire Safe Councils: Tahoe Regional, Foresthill/Iowa 
Hill, Placer Sierra (covering Placer Hills, Colfax, Alta and Dutch Flat) and Greater Auburn 
(covering Auburn, North Auburn, Newcastle and Penryn). 

The proposed Greater Lincoln Fire Safe Council (GLFSC) would establish a community based 
FSC for the majority of the planning area addressed in the Placer County Conservation Plan. 
The GLFSC would cover an area of 114,314 acres; it could be expanded in the future to 
127,241 acres as the City of Lincoln is expected to participate in the near future. 

The area proposed for the Greater Lincoln Fire Safe Council is primarily low-lying floodplain 
made up of agricultural acreage, oak woodlands, vernal pool complexes, riparian habitat and 
numerous small, urbanized communities. Planning area boundaries coincide with existing and 
potential preserve areas defined in the draft Placer County Conservation Plan. As a result, a 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) for the GLFSC planning area must consider habitat 
protection in addition to wildfire fuels management which is a normal component of a CWPP. 
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GLFSC Membership: the proposed Greater Lincoln Fire Safe Council would be served by seven 
members. Your Board would appoint one member from each of the four Placer County 
Volunteer Fire Departments located in the area, one member representing Placer Land Trust 
and two members appointed at-large. The two at-large members shall both be property owners 
or own businesses within the GLFSC area. At least one of them shall represent the agricultural 
interests of the unincorporated County. If, at some point in the future, the City of Lincoln should 
decide to participate, total membership would be increased by four members appointed by the 
Lincoln City Council. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
There is no immediate fiscal impact as a result of this action. However, in the future, grant 
applications for fuel reduction or other projects may require County matching funds. But, the 
determination as to whether to apply for a future grant would clearly be dependent on available 
funding and only upon approval by your Board. 

Attachment 
Resolution 
Exhibit A - Map of proposed Greater Lincoln Fire Safe Council area of responsibility 



Before the Board of Supervisors 
County of Placer, State of California 

In the matter of: A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING 
THE GREATER LINCOLN FIRE SAFE COUNCIL 

Resol. No. 

The following RESOLUTION was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Placer at a regular meeting held AUGUST 10, 2010 by the following vote on roll call: 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Absent: 

Signed and approved by me after its passage. 

Chairman, Board of Supervisors 
Attest: 
Clerk of said Board ________ _ 

WHEREAS, the high threat of wildfires in the rural Lincoln area requires an organized manner 
of communicating with area residents about the risks associated with living in the wildland urban 
interface, motivating them to take action to protect their homes and property, and reducing 
wildfire fuels through coordinated action; and 

WHEREAS, a Fire Safe Council responsible for fire prevention planning in the western portion 
of Placer County known as Greater Lincoln, where one does not now exist, would serve all of 
the distinct habitats found there which include agricultural acreage, oak woodlands, vernal 
pools, riparian habitats, creeks and floodplains as well as urban communities; and 

WHEREAS, the area for which a Greater Lincoln Fire Safe Council (GLFSC) would be 
responsible contains a number of natural preserves which may be expanded under the 
proposed Placer County Conservation Plan and therefore, special attention must be given to 
management of the preserve areas to ensure the restoration and maintenance of important 
habitat as well as to ensure the safety of private property; and 

WHEREAS, the GLFSC will consist of seven Board-appointed members, representing local 
volunteer fire districts, residents and/or business owners and the agricultural community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer 
that the Greater Lincoln Fire Safe Council is hereby established with seven members and an 
area of responsibility as described at Exhibit A. 
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