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To: 
From: 
By: 
Date: 

PLACER COUNTY 
PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 

145 Fulweiler Avenue, Suite 200 
Auburn . California 95603-4578 

MEMORANDUM 
Board of Supervisors 
Lori Walsh, Personnel Director 
Jon Harned, Sr. Administrative Services Officer 
September 1, 2015 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
John Costa 

Ron LeDoux 
Don Nelson 

Andrae Randolph 
RickWard 

Lori Walsh, Director 
Main Office: 530.889.4060 

FAX: 530.886.4626 
www.placer.ca.gov 

Subject: Civil Service Commission legal services contract with the Law Office of William Wright. 

ACTION REQUESTED 

Authorize the County Executive Officer to sign a contract with the Law Office of William Wright for 
legal services in support of the Civil Service Commission, in an amount not to exceed a budgeted net 
county cost of $35,000, for the period of FY 2015-2016. 

BACKGROUND 

One of the primary duties of the counsel for the Civil Service Commission is to advise the Commission 
in the course of its duties as a hearing body for grievance hearings and employee disciplinary appeals 
and other such matters as may arise upon request of the Commission or the Personnel Director: 
Additional duties include legal research, preparation of decisions and other documents as needed by 
the Commission. · 

Mr. Wright has provided legal services for the Civil Service Commission for the past several years. 
The Civil Service Commission and the Personnel Director support the new contract for fiscal year 
2015-2016. with the Law Office of William Wright. The contract has been reviewed and approved by 
County Counsel for content and insurance provisions. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The Personnel Department has a budget of $35,000.00 to pay for the Civil Service Commission's 
legal services for FY 2015-2016. 

Cc: Don Nelson, Civil Service Commission Chair 
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Administering Agency: Placer Count}· Personnel Department 

Contract No. 

Contract Description: Civil Service Commission Legal Services Agreement 

THIS AGREEMENT is made at Auburn, Cal ifornia by and between the County of Placer. 
("County"), and Law Office of William Wright ("Contractor"), who agree as follows: 

I. Services. Subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement, Contractor shall 
provide the services described in Exhibit A. Contractor shall provide said services at the time, 
place. and in the manner specified in Exhibit A. 

2. Pavment. County shall pay CONTRACTOR for services rendered pursuant to this 
Agreement at tl}e time and in the amount set forth in Exhibit A. The payment specified in Exhibit 
A shall be the only payment made to CONTRACTOR for services rendered pursuant to this 
Agreement. CONTRACTOR shall submit all billings for said services to County in the manner 
specified in Exhibit A: or, if no manner be specified in Exhibit A, then according to the usual and 
customary procedures which CONTRACTOR uses for billing clients similar to County. 

Contract Maximum. The amount of the contract shall not exceed Thirty Five Thousand Dollars 
($35,000). This amount is the initial authorization and addit ional expenditures, if any, may be 
authorized by the COUNTY through an amendment to this Agreement, when requested and 
approved in advance. 

3. Facilities, Equipment and Other Materials, and Obligations of Countv. Unless otherwise 
specified herein, Contractor shall , at its sole cost and expense. furnish alt facilities, equipment. 
and other materials which may be required for furnishing services pursuant to this Agreement. 

4. Exhibits. All exhibits referred to herein wi ll be attached hereto and by this reference 
incorporated herein. 

5. Time for Performance. Time is of the essence. Contractor is to perform any services 
'within the time limits set forth in Exhibit A. 

6. Independent Contractor. At all times during the term of this Agreement, Contractor shall 
be an independent Contractor and shall not be an employee of the County. County shall have the 
right to control Contractor only insofar as the results of Contractor's services rendered pursuant to 
this Agreement. County shall not have the right to control the means by which Contractor 
accompl ishes services rendered pursuant to this Agreement. 

7. Licenses, Permits. Etc. Contractor represents and warrants to County that it has all 
licenses. permits. qualifications, and approvals of whatsoever nature, which are legally required 
for Contractor to pract ice its profession. Contractor represents and warrants to County that 
Contractor shall , at its sole cost and expense. keep in effect or obtain at all times during the term 
of this Agreement, any licenses, permits. and approvaL which are legally required for Contractor 
to practice irs profession at the time the !>erviccs are performed. 

8. Time. Contractor shall devote such time to the performance of services pursuant to this 
Agreement as may be reasonably necessary for the satisfactory performance of Contractor's 
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obligations pursuant to this Agreement. Neither parry shall be considered in default of this 
Agreement to the extent pe-rformance is prevented or delayed by any ca use. present or future. 
which is beyond the reasonable control of the party. 

9. Indemnity and Insurance. 
A. Hold Harmless. County agrees to save harmlcs: and indemnify Contractor from every claim 
o1· demand of any kind or nature whatsoever which may be made by any person relating to or 
growing out of services to be provided by Contractor under the terms of thi s Agreement. County 
further agrees. at its own cost. e:-;pense and ri sk to investigate and defend any and all actions. 
suits. or other legal proceedings which may b.: brought against Contractor relating to or growing 
out of services to be provided by Contractor under the terms of thi s Agreement. 

B. Insurance. Contractor shall. contemporaneous with the signing of this Agreement. file with 
the COUNTY a Certificate of Insurance showing professional liability insurance in an amount not 
less than S 1.000.000.00 for each person and not kss than S2.000.000.00 for each accident. and 
showing property damage coverage in an amount not less than S 1.000,000.00. Such Certificates 
shall provide that they are not cancelable without advance written notice to the COUNTY and 
shall be in a form and by a surety approved by the COUNTY. 

I 0. Term. The term of this agreement shall cover the period beginning July !. 2015 through June 
30. 20 16. unless otherwi sc ended pursuant to paragraph 15. 

II . Contractor Not Agent. E:\cept a:- County may speci t)' in writing Contractor sha ll have no 
authori ty. express or implied. to act on behalf of County in any capacity whatsoever as an agent 
or to bind County to any obligation whatsoever. except to the extent customary to the 
representation of a client by an anorne) in the course oi' litigat ion . 

12. Assignment Prohibited. Contractor may assign its rights and obligations under this Agreement 
only upon the prior written approval of County. said approval to be in the sole discretion of 
County. 

13. Personnel. The Count: has contracted for the personal services of Contractor. Contractor shall 
not assign primary responsibi lity for these services to any other employee or subcontractor 
without prior cons~nt of the County. 

1-t. Standard of Performance. Contractor shall perl i.mn all sen ·ices required pursuant to this 
Agreement in the manner and according to the standards observed b~ a competent practitioner of 
the profession in \.vhich Contractor is engag •d in the geographical area in which Contractor 
practices its profession. All products of what ·oever naiUrc which Contractor delivers to County 
pursuant to this Agreement shall be prepared in a substantial first class and workmanl ike manner 
and conform to the standards or quality normally observed by a person practicing in Contractor's 
profession. 

!5 . Termination. 

A. County shal l have the right to terminat~ this Agreement at any time by g1vmg notice in 
writing of such termination ro Con ractor. In the eveni Counr~ shall give notice of termination. 
Contractor shall imm...,diatd;- ccas.:o rendering ;,en icc upun rc .. ·..:ipt uf :.udt \'.l'iUc il nulke. 
pursuant to this Agreement. In the event County shall terminate this Agreement: 

1 
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I) Contractor shall de liver copies of all \\ ntJ ngs prepared by it pursuant to this 
Agreement . The term "writings" shal l be construed to mean and include: handwriting. 
typewriting. printing. Photosratting. photographing. and every other means of recording 
upon any tangible thing any rorm ol' communication or representation. including letters. 
words. pictures. sounds. or sy mbols. or combinations thereof. 

2) County shall have rull 0\\ner;.hip and wntrol or al l such writings delivered by 
Contractor pursuant to thi s Agreement. 

3) County sha II pay Contractor the reasonable value of services rendered by Contractor 
to the date of termination pursuant to this Agreement not to exceed the amount 
documented by Contmctor and approved by County as work accomplished to date; 
provided . however. that in no event shall any payment hereunder exceed the amount of 
the agreement specified in E\hibit B. and further provided. however. County shall not in 
any manner be liable lo r lost profits which might have been made by Contractor had 
Contractor completed the services required h) thi s .Agreement. In thi s regard, Contractor 
shall furnish to County such linancial inl(mnation as in the judgment of the County is 
necessary to determine the reasonable value or the services rendered by Contractor. The 
t'oregoing is cumulative and does not alkct any right or remed;, which County may have 
in law or equity. 

B. Contractor may terminate its services under this Agreement upon thirty- (30) \VOrking days' 
advance written notice to the County. 

16. Non-Discrimination. Contractor shall not discriminate in its employment practices because of 
race. religious creed. color. national origin. ancestry. physical handicap. medical condition, 
marital status. or se\ in contrave ntion or the California Fair Employment and Housing Act. 
Government Code section 12900 c1 seq. 

17. Records. Contractor shall maintain. at all times. complete detailed records with regard to work 
performed under this agreement in a torm acceptable to Count). and County shall have the right 
to inspect such records at any reasonable time. Notwithstanding any other terms of this 
agreement. no payments shall be made to Contractor until Count) is satisfied that work of such 
value has been rendered pursuant to this agreement. However. County shall nor unreasonably 
'' ithhold payment and. if a dispute exist.'. th • \\ ithheld paymem shall he proportional only to the 
item in dispute. 

18. Ownership of Information. 1\li professional and technical information developed under this 
A.greement and all work sheets. reports. and related data shall become t.hc property of County, 
and Contractor agrees to deliver reproducibk copies of such documenls to County on completion 
of the services hereunder. The Count,:. agree:-> 10 inJemnit)' and hold Contractor harmless from 
any claim arising out of reuse oft he information for other than this project. 

19. Waiver. One or more waivers by one party of any major or minor breach or default of any 
provision, term. condition. or covenant 0 ·this Agreement shall not operate as a waiver of any 
subsequent breach or default hy th~ mher part} . 

::!0 , Conflid of Interest. Contractor c<:>nifi0,; ih:Jt no oftic ia! or ..:mployc~ of the Count) . nor any 

business ~mity in \\ hich an oflirial of the Coum~ ha~ an intl!r.:sr. ha;,; been employed or retained 
to solicit or aid in the procuring of thi~ agre~..~mem. In addiiion. Contractor agrees that no such 

3 
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person will be employed in the perl'ormanc:e or this agn:ement without immediately notifying the 
County . 

~ 1. Entiret\' of Agreement. This t\~~n~L·m~nt <:o 111:1ins rile enti r(! agrecm 'nt of County and 
Contractor with respect to the ~ubjcct matkr hereof. and no other agreement. statement. or 
promise made by any party. or to any emp lo) ee. ofticer or agent or any pMty. which is not 
contained in this Agreement. shall be binding or valid. 

A lter ation . No waiver. alteral.ion. modification. or termination of this Agreement shall be 
va li d unless made in writing and signed h: all p<ll'ties. e:-.;cept as express ly provided in Section 15, 
Termination. 

23. Governing Law. Th is Agreement is e.\Ccuted and intended to be performed in the State of 
Ca li fornia. and the la\\S of that Stare shall govern its interpretation and effect. Any legal 
proceedings on this agreement shal l be brought under the jurisdiction of the Superior Court of the 
County of Placer. State of Cali Cornia. and Conrractor hereby e:--.pressly waives those provisions in 
Californ ia Code of Civil Proccdur~ ~394 that may have allowed it to transrer venue to another 
jurisdiction. 

24. Noti fi cation . Any notice or demanJ desired or required to be giwn hereunder shall be in 
writ ing and deemed given when personally· deli\·en:d nr ... lepo-.ited in the mail. postage prepaid. 
and addressed to the pan ies as rollows: 

COUNTY OF PLACE R: 

Placer County Personnel Dept 
Attn: Lori Walsh. Director 
145 Fulwciler Ave .. Suite 200 
Auburn. CA 95603 

CO 1TRACTOR: 

Law Oflice of William \\'right 
Attn: William Wright 
2S~S Ens) Street. Suite 3 
Placerville. CA 9~667 

Any notice so delivered personally shall b.e decm~d itl h~ rec~..·iH~d on the date or delivery. and 
any notice mailed shall he dccm~d to he reeeiv~d five(:)) d·1ys after the date on which it was 
mai led. 

Executed as follows: 

CONTRACTOR: 

By: 

., 
(~' 1 '~/1 //": ;~I,., \ L_ I 

.. _ .... _.. .. ..... ,-
William Wright. 1 

Law Office 'Of \villiam Wngllt 

Oare: 
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COUNT\' OF PLACE!{ 

By: - ---------- D<ltc: 
. David Boesch. County Executive omcer· 

D:ne: 

Approved As to Form- County Counsel: 

By: 
Deputy County Counsel 

5 
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A. Scope of Work 

SERVICES. Provide professional scrvic~~ <h needed and as appror ria te fo r serv ic~ as special counse l 
assigned to the Pl <lL'er County Civil Se rvice (\Jmmissinn. Specilkall:. Contractnr's scope of work 
in cl~td es: Advise the Civil Set·, ice Commi~sion and l 'nmm i:-. ~ ion stall in the comse o i' th' Commission's 
duties as a hearing body I(Jr grievHnce he8 ring,; and ~mployet· discip linary appeals. Advise the 
Commission and Commi ssion staff on the appropriate scn pe (i!' f~rPI\ n /\ct requirements 8S app licable to 
Commiss ion meetings. hearings. and agendas. Rcpre~cnt the Comrni~sion a~ attorney of record in writ 
litigation fil ed against the Comilli:,~ion cha lknging Commi~sion decis i o n ~ ''lll:re author ized by 
Commission staff and after consultation with the Placer Cow1ty Ccntn~el. 

Duties within the scope of work include: 
o Attend Commiss ion meeti ngs and hearings HI advise: the Cl'llllllis~ion . on nor more than live (5) 

business days notice. I r k:.s not icc is prO\· idcd. make c1 er) ellort possible to at tend such 
meetings or hearings. as may be requested b) Coun ty. 

e Provide pre and post meeting and hea ring consultation with Commission staff. Participate as the 
Commission' s representa ti ve in pre and p11St hearing C~)llllllUnicm i ons "'·ith hearing pa rties and.'or 
their representatives regarding issues rniscJ hy the parties. is:-:.ucs likely to arise that may impact 
the hearing or the Commission 's delihcrmion~. and or to furrher the resolution or any issue 
pend ing before thc Commission. 

e Provide legal research a;, requc :-;tcd. in a time!~. manner. to prmidc ad\·icc t(l the Commission and 
Commission staff'. 

o Prepare decision~ and othcr li.mna l documents a· nc'dcd. 
e Litigation defense ~crvic ·:- 11ill incluJe :dlu:-ual and nere~~ar~ servic::s normally provided in the 

course ot' representing a p:my in lit iga;ion. 

REPORTS 'AUTHORITY. Contractor shaii subm it progres:> report s upon request. Requests for 
authority and 'or investigation shall he ~ubmittcd kl the Personnel Di rector. Approval musr be obtained 
from County, with notification to the Placcr Coum: Counsel. pri t1r to tiling a response in any lawsuit. 
Approval must be obtained from CLll!!ll). and alkr consulwtion \\ irh rhe PlaL·cr County Counsel. prior to 
tiling a pleading which name~ another 1 art~ a~ a re~f ondent or tkfencbnt. 

SETTLEMEJ\T. Conrracttlr .;;h:lll n<lt s .. ·: lk an) mallL'r \\ithout appro\al of County. and after 
consultation \\ ith the Placc'r Couili) C< un:-;ei. Ct)n ra-:tN sha ll nol ii~ l 'oum; prompt!) of the terms of any 
settlement offer received. 

PRINCIPAL ASSIGJ\. ED ATTOR]\;EY. Thc princ ipa l attornc: assigned to this contract shall be 
William M. Wrigh1. The principal attorn·; may as~ign \\ork 10 a ~~ociai<.! attorney in the firm without 
prior approval of County. :'\ny subqiwtion of pe:-sonncl :>taff shall b, pre-approved h;· the County, 
pursuant to Section 13 of this Agreement. 

No specific volume of conTract .:er ·ices \\·iil be guaranteed f(Jr any ti me period. 

B. Pavment for Ser\·ices Rendered 

CONTRACTOR ~hall bill Cuuul~ at til .: rak or S~1.1o .ou < f \H• l1undred1 a11 hour lor an orne} "Cl'\ ice .. 
upon receip of a derai led billing \\ hieh iremiz6 date. \h) f).; perforn1e~L time spent and an indication of 
;·ho performed the \\Of· . Billing: : hall ht~ : uhmined on a mom hi: t a~i~. The toral ·unoum billed by 
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COUNTY authori zes Contractor ro irll·u r r~asonablc tr·:r' d <:\f1t:ll~L''>. including. mi l~agc. parK ing, to ll s. 
out ofcoumy lodging and mt:<ds. and shall r~imhu r~~ lcir <rll :-.uch actunl costs incu rred. Payment shall be 
made upon receipt ora detailed billing accornpanicd h) <l cop) ora r·eccipt nr statement !'rom the outside 
vendor or other acceptable bncl\up documentation. 

COUNTY will provide CONTRACTOR'' i th ~l I (199 l:nnn at the end of the ra:..ahle year in which 
payment is received. CONTR ACTOR is responsible !'or ta:..cs and or as:-.essmcnts irnpo~ecl on account of 
the payment of fees to CONTRACTOR or CO!\TR,\C I OR'S 01\ n emplo)ces pur" Uant ro this agreement. 

C. Disclosure Regard ing Errors and Omissions Co' erage. Cnntractor does meet one or more of the 
criteria for errors and nmissinns coverage :>Cl lonh in Business and Pmkssions Code ~ecrions 61-17 and 6148. 
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