PLACER COUNTY
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES

MEMORANDUM

To: Honorable Board of Supervisors

From: David Boesch, County Executive Officer
by: John McEldowney, Emergency Services Program Manager

Date: December 8, 2015

Subject: Resolution to Proclaim a Local Emergency in Placer County

ACTION REQUESTED
Adopt a Resolution proclaiming a local emergency in Placer County due to tree mortality.

BACKGROUND

When the actual or threatened existence of conditions of disaster or of extreme peril to
the safety of persons and property exists, and the conditions are likely to be beyond the
control of the services, personnel, equipment, and facilities of the county to control
effectively, the local governing body may proclaim that a local emergency exists. A local
emergency may be proclaimed to exist due to a specific situation, such as flood, fire,
storm, earthquake, epidemic, drought, sudden and severe energy shortage, or other
condition, as authorized by Section 8630 of the California Government Code and County
Code Chapter 2, Article 2.88, Section 2.88.020.

On October 30" 2015, Governor Brown proclaimed a State of Emergency for all of
California specifically due to historically high tree mortality levels caused by both the
drought and related beetle infestations. In addition, the Governor has ordered 18 distinct
actions, including all state agencies, utilities, and local governments to remove dead or
dying trees in high hazard zones in areas across the entire State. With over 1/3 of Placer
County comprising National Forest lands, and with 1000’s of acres of Wildland Urban
Interface areas across the County, this situation creates a clear and present condition of
both disaster and extreme peril to Placer County.

Placer County alone lacks the capability and local resources to deal with this disaster.
This Proclamation will aid the County in a united effort to seek state and possibly federal

funding and support to address this crisis in the Forest and in Wildland Urban Interface
areas across the County.

Fiscal Impact
Potential fiscal impact is unknown at this time.

Attachment
Resolution
Proclamation of a State of Emergency - California
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Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California

In the matter of: Resol. No:

PROCLAIMING A LOCAL EMERGENCY DUE
TO TREE MORTALITY IN PLACER COUNTY

The following Resolution was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of

Placer at a regular meeting held by the following

vote on roll call:

Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:
Signed and approved by me after its passage.
Chair, Board of Supervisors
Attest:

Clerk of said Board

WHEREAS, Article 2.88 of Chapter 2 of the Placer County Code empowers the Board of
Supervisors to proclaim the existence of a Local Emergency within the County when said
County is affected or is likely to be affected by the existence or threatened existence of
conditions of emergency or of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property within the
territorial limits of Placer County;
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RESOLUTION # Page 2

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors does hereby find that conditions of extreme peril to the
safety of persons and property have arisen within Placer County, caused by the widespread and
rapidly increasing incidence of tree mortality;

WHEREAS, local resources within Placer County are faced with a disaster that exceeds their
functional capabilities because of the rapid increase in tree mortality and the sheer size and
scope of the problem throughout Placer County;

WHEREAS, unprecedented tree mortality is causing damage to the watershed and emergency
egress points, and to County and other public and district facilities including, but not limited to,
roads and structures, which damages cannot yet be calculated:;

WHEREAS, data collected by state and federal agencies demonstrate that tree mortality has
reached epidemic levels across the entire western slope of the Sierra Nevada range which
includes a large portion of Placer County, and this data indicates further tree mortality increases
in the very near future and these stands of dead/dying trees constitute extremely dangerous
levels of combustible fuels which directly contribute to the severity and scale of wildland fires;

WHEREAS, even if Placer County were to experience normal or higher leveis of precipitation
this winter, this disaster will continue unabated, or escalate, during the next five to six years due
to the standing dead trees that will fall, thereby constituting immediate threats to public safety,
egress points, and private homes and other structures;

WHEREAS, it is imperative that Placer implement full scale, immediate and aggressive
measures to isolate and fell dead/dying trees resulting from factors including, but not limited to,
extreme and prolonged drought, pine beetles and other tree parasites and treat the stumps with
insecticide in order to begin to reduce the risks to public safety, egress and structures as well as
the destruction of the forested communities that are critical to our economy;

WHEREAS, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr., has proclaimed a State of Emergency for all of
California specifically due to tree mortality and has ordered all state agencies, utilities, and local
governments to undertake efforts to remove dead or dying trees in order to restore forest and
watershed health; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors does find that the aforesaid conditions and scope of
extreme peril warrant and necessitate the proclamation of a Local Emergency and that local
resources are unable to cope with the effects of this extreme peril;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors of the County
of Placer, State of California hereby declares the existence of a local emergency and said
emergency shall be deemed to continue until its termination is proclaimed by the Board of
Supervisors;

BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of said local
emergency the powers, functions, and duties of the Director of Emergency Services, or his
designee, and the emergency organization of the county shall be those prescribed by state law,
and by ordinance and resolutions of this county approved by the Board of Supervisors, and by
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RESOLUTION # Page 3

the Placer Operational Area Emergency Operations Plan, as approved by the Board of
Supervisors.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a certified copy of this resolution proclaiming a local
emergency be forwarded to the Governor of California with a request that he proclaim the
County of Placer to be in a state of emergency, and with a request that the State of California
waive regulations that may hinder response and recovery efforts, to make available recovery
assistance under the California Disaster Assistance Act, and to expedite access to federal
resource and any other appropriate federal relief programs.
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