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MEMORANDUM 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
PROCUREMENT DIVISION 

County of Placer 

TO: Board of Supervisors DATE: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Brett Wood, Purchasing Manager 

Steam Sterilizer- STERIS Corporation 

ACTION REQUESTED 

October 11, 2016 

Approve the award of a purchase order with STERIS Corporation of Mentor, OH for the purchase of one 
(1) AMSCO steam sterilizer in the not-to-exceed amount of $79,834. Funding is provided by Federal and 
State Bioterrorism funding and is included in the Health and Human Services' FY 2016-17 Final Budget. 

Authorize the Purchasing Manager to sign all required documents. 

BACKGROUND 
The Placer County Public Health Laboratory is one of fourteen Level B laboratories in the State of 
California funded by the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention to provide laboratory reference 
services in the event of a bioterrorism incident. This service provides quicker testing and results in an 
emergency situation enabling Office of Emergency Services and other first responders to provide services 
to the community. In addition to Placer County, the laboratory provides these services to El Dorado, 
Nevada, Sierra, and Yuba counties. 

The Public Health Laboratory is responsible for testing numerous diseases with public health significance. 
As a result, the laboratory generates infectious bio hazardous waste material that by California law must 
be decontaminated onsite before being discarded. The Public Health Laboratory has two (2) steam 
sterilizers (autoclaves) located at the main laboratory and the bioterrorism laboratory to support these 
services. The autoclave installed in the bioterrorism laboratory is having significant repair concerns and 
therefore, the Public Health Laboratory has determined that the equipment should be replaced. 

STERIS Corporation supplied and installed the Public Health Laboratory's two (2) autoclaves. The Public 
Health Laboratory is requesting to purchase a new autoclave in the amount of $79,834 from STERIS 
Corporation to replace the equipment installed in the bioterrorism laboratory. The Health and Human 
Services Department is requesting to purchase the equipment from STERIS due to staffs knowledge of 
the STERIS product and the vendor's knowledge of maintaining the County's current autoclaves. 

Per the Purchasing Policy Manual Section 2.1 (c), your Board's approval is required to proceed with a 
purchase order in the amount not-to-exceed $79,834. 

FISCAL IMPACT 
This equipment is funded 100% by Federal and State Bioterrorism funding. No County General Fund 
match is required. This expenditure is included in Health and Human Services' FY 2016-17 Bioterrorism 
Final Budget and included in the FY 2016-17 Master Fixed Asset List. 

cc: Robert Oldham, Public Health Officer 
Musau WaKabongo, Laboratory Director 
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