
AGENDA 
Special Meeting 

PLACER COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Thursday, June 11, 2009 

2:30 P.M. 
Placer County Board of Supervisors' Chambers 

175 Fulweiler Avenue Auburn, California 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Flag Salute 
 
3. Roll Call / Determination of a Quorum 
 
4. Public Hearing: A public hearing for the exclusive purpose of reviewing the Proposed 

Preliminary District Budget for Fiscal Year 2009-10, and providing the public with an 
opportunity to comment. The public hearing is to be held pursuant to Section 40131 of the 
California Health and Safety Code. 

 
5. Adjournment 
 
NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING DATE: 
 
Thursday, June 11, 2009, 3:00 PM 
 
And  
 
Thursday, August 20, 2009, at 2:30 PM: Scheduled second public hearing and adoption of the FY 
2009-10 District Budget. 
 
Opportunity is provided for the members of the public to address the Board on items of interest to the public that are within the jurisdiction of the 
Board.  A member of the public wanting to comment upon an agenda item that is not a Public Hearing item, should submit their name and identify the 
item to the Clerk of the Board. 
 
Placer County Air Pollution Control District is committed to ensuring that persons with disabilities are provided the resources to participate fully 
in its public meetings.  If you are hearing impaired, we have listening devices available.  If you require additional disability-related modifications 
or accommodations, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact the Clerk of the Board. If requested, the agenda shall be provided in 
appropriate alternative formats to persons with disabilities.  All requests must be in writing and must be received by the Clerk five business days 
prior to the scheduled meeting for which you are requesting accommodation.  Requests received after such time will be accommodated only if 
time permits. 

 
District Office Phone – (530) 745-2330 
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AGENDA 
Regularly Scheduled Meeting 

PLACER COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Thursday, June 11, 2009 

3:00 P.M. 
 

Placer County Board of Supervisors' Chambers 
175 Fulweiler Avenue, Auburn, California 

 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Flag Salute 
 
3. Roll Call / Determination of a Quorum 
 
***The first three items on this Agenda were completed at the preceding Preliminary Budget 

special meeting. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes: April 9, 2009, Regular Board Meeting 
 
5. Public Comment 
 
6. Synopsis of Agenda (information only, no action needed) 
 
7. Approval of Agenda 
 
Consent Calendar Items 8-10: 

These items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. The Board will act upon these items at one 
time without discussion. Any Board member, Staff member, or interested citizen may request that an item 
be removed from the consent calendar for discussion. 

8. Hearing Board Reappointment: (Consent/Action) 
The District requests that the Board approve the reappointment of current hearing board member 
and chairperson, Don Gronstal, as representative of the public at large, to the Placer County 
APCD Hearing Board. The term of office will end in September 2012. 
 

9. Technology Assessment Program (Consent/Action) 
Approve Resolution #09-06 thereby providing a grant from the Placer County Air Pollution 
Control District to the Western Placer Waste Management Authority to assess the 
environmental benefits and economic viability of the thermal conversion of Material 
Recovery Facility residue for the production of heat and electricity.  
 

10. Lower Emission-School Bus Program Resolution (Consent/Action) 
Approve Resolution #09-07 (Attachment #1) for the implementation of the Lower-Emission 
School Bus Program by the California Air Resources Board (ARB) on the District’s behalf and 
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Agenda 
PCAPCD Board of Directors Meeting 
Agenda Date: April 10, 2008 
Page 2 of 2 
 

 
 2 

designate the Air Pollution Control Officer as a duly authorized official representing the District 
in all matters related to the implementation of this Program. 
 

Action Item 11 
 

11. Hearing Board Stipend Increase: (Action) 
Approve Resolution #09-05, thereby authorizing an increase in the stipend paid to members of 
the Hearing Board from $50 to $100 for each hearing attended, and reimbursement for vehicle 
mileage to and from the meeting location at the IRS Standard Mileage Rate authorized by the 
Placer County Auditor-Controller for personal vehicle travel on Placer County business. 

 
12. Air Pollution Control Officer’s Report 

 (Verbal reports and/or handouts will be provided) 
 

a. Fiscal Update 
 
13. Adjournment 

 
NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING - Thursday, August 20, 2009, 2:30 PM 
 
Opportunity is provided for the members of the public to address the Board on items of interest to the public, which are 
within the jurisdiction of the Board. A member of the public wanting to comment upon an agenda item that is not a 
Public Hearing item should submit their name and identify the item to the Clerk of the Board. 
Placer County Air Pollution Control District is committed to ensuring that persons with disabilities are provided the 
resources to participate fully in its public meetings. If you require disability-related modifications or accommodations, , 
please contact the Clerk of the Board. All requests must be in writing and must be received by the Clerk five business 
days prior to the scheduled meeting for which you are requesting accommodation. Requests received after such time will 
be accommodated only if time permits. 
District Office Telephone – (530) 745-2330 



AGENDA SYNOPSIS 
June 11, 2009 

 
 
8. Hearing Board Reappointment: (Consent/Action) 
 Staff request that the Board reappoint Mr. Don Gronstal, as a member of the 

public at large, to the PCAPCD Hearing Board. Mr. Gronstal currently serves as 
the chairman of the Hearing Board. This appointment will expire in September 
2012. 

 
9. Technology Assessment Program: (Consent/Action) 

PCAPCD put $100,000 aside in the FY 2008-09 Budget for a Technology 
Assessment Program (TAP). The Western Placer Waste Management Authority 
has applied for the remaining $55,000 of these funds to assess the environmental 
benefits and economic viability of the thermal conversion of Material Recovery 
Facility residue for the production of electricity and heat. Staff recommends that 
the Board approve this expenditure. 
 

10. Lower Emission-School Bus Program Resolution: (Consent/Action) 
 The Air Resources Board (ARB) is currently requiring a Board Resolution from 

air districts that are requesting the ARB to manage the Lower Emission-School 
Bus (LESB) Program. The District applied for this program in 2008 and asked 
that the ARB manage the program. At that time, Staff understood the requirement 
to be that the request could be made by a “duly authorized official”. Through this 
Resolution, Staff is asking that the Board designate the Air Pollution Control 
Officer as the District’s duly authorized official, representing the District in all 
matters related to the implementation of the LESB program. 

 
11. Hearing Board Stipend Increase: (Action) 

Staff requests that the Board consider increasing the stipend for the Hearing 
Board members from $50 to $100 per meeting. District Staff researched other 
districts and boards within Placer County and found that stipends average from 
$0-$100. The stipend for the PCAPCD Hearing Board has been the same ($50) 
for many years. While the stipend is not intended to be equivalent to a salary, it 
does encourage members to continue to serve and to regularly attend meetings. 
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Hearing Board Appointment 
PCAPCD Board of Directors meeting 
Agenda Date: June 11, 2009 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
 None 
 
Recommendation: 
 

Due to the fine service provided by Mr. Gronstal, who is willing to continue in this position, 
staff recommends the reappointment to the District Hearing Board of Mr. Don Gronstal to the 
term of office indicated, effective immediately.  
 

Attachment (s) #1: Air Pollution Control Hearing Board List 
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ATTACHMENT #1 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

Hearing Board List 
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Placer County Air Pollution Control Hearing Board 
2009 

 

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: To hear appeals for variances on air pollution or modification of permits. 
       

COMMITTEE COMPOSITION: Composed of 5 members with three (3) year terms. Appointed by Air 
Pollution Control District Board of Directors as designated in Health & Safety Code, 40800: 1 lawyer, 1 
chemical or mechanical engineer, 2 public, 1 doctor. 
       
COMMITTEE MEETINGS: On call, when need exists at the Air Pollution Control District Office, 3091 
County Center Dr., Ste 240, Auburn, CA 95603. 
       

COMPENSATION: $50.00 per diem; with maximum limit for 18 meetings per County fiscal year; actual 
and necessary expenses incidental to proper execution of their duties; and such necessary traveling and other 
official duties as shall be approved by the Air Pollution Control District Board of Directors. 
       
       
       

COUNTY CONTACT PERSON Tom Christofk,  Air Pollution Control Officer 
       
COMMITTEE CONTACT PERSON Mr. Donald Gronstal  
       
Seat #1: Medical Profession 
Representative Dr. Leonard Davis  
Seat #2: Public Representative  Mr. Timothy Woodall  
Seat #3: Engineering Representative Mr. Gary Hall   
Seat #4: Legal Representative  Mr. Alexander Constantino  
Seat #5: Public Representative 
(chairperson) Mr. Donald Gronstal  
       
Alternate Public 
Representatives  Mr. Paul Seday   
    Mr. Chuck Mather  
    Mr. Sheldon Lazanoff  
    Ms. Diane Przepiorski  
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  www.placer.ca.gov/apcd                                           Thomas J. Christofk, Air Pollution Control Officer 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:   Board of Directors, Placer County Air Pollution Control District 
 
FROM:   Todd K. Nishikawa, Manager, Compliance and Enforcement 
 
AGENDA DATE: June 11, 2009 
 
SUBJECT:   Technology Assessment Program Grant:   
 

Technology Assessment: Thermal Conversion of Western Placer Waste 
Management Authority Material Recovery Facility Residue to Produce 
Electricity and Heat in Alternative Generation Technologies 
(Consent/Action) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Action Requested: 
 

Approve Resolution #09-06, thereby providing a grant from the Placer County Air Pollution 
Control District to the Western Placer Waste Management Authority to assess the 
environmental benefits and economic viability of the thermal conversion of Material 
Recovery Facility residue for the production of electricity and heat. 
 

Background: 
 

The Placer County Air Pollution Control District has a Technology Assessment Program 
(TAP) to provide financial assistance in the form of grants for the development and 
evaluation of technologies which have the potential to reduce air pollution in Placer County. 
The program’s intent is to provide grant funding for studies and other analysis that will help 
to assess the emissions effects of projects, and to foster projects that may result in emission 
reductions in future years. While the project being assessed may have emission reduction 
benefits, the assessment work itself does not and it therefore cannot compete for Clean Air 
Grant funding, or is ineligible due to CAG grant restrictions.  
 
This program was initiated in FY 2008-2009 with budgeted funding of $100,000 derived 
from the interest on violation settlement monies.  Of this amount $45,000 has been approved 
for a grant to the City of Lincoln for a 10% design study of a waste fueled gas production 
process to produce heat and electricity in a fuel cell to power the City of Lincoln’s 
Wastewater Treatment and Reclamation Facility (WWTRF), leaving $55,000 in funds 
available for further grants. 
 
The Western Placer Waste Management Authority operates a landfill and Materials 
Recovery Facility (MRF) in western Placer County.  The MRF produces a residual material 
that is currently disposed of in the landfill.  The MRF residue material has been shown to 
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Technology Assessment Grant for the Waste Placer Waste Management Authority 
PCAPCD Board of Directors Meeting 
Agenda Date: June 11, 2009 
Page 2 of 6  
 

have an excellent heating value, and is projected to be a feedstock for the production of 
renewable electricity and heat.  This may potentially provide numerous significant 
environmental benefits, including reduction in greenhouse gases and criteria air pollutants. 
 

Discussion: 
 

The Western Placer Waste Management Authority has initiated a study to assess the 
technical and economic viability of using part of its unrecyclable municipal solid waste 
stream to produce renewable energy.  The work supported by the proposed District grant will 
contribute to the study, and specifically will be utilized to (1) identify technologies for 
producing electricity from syngas from MRF residues; (2) evaluate the air pollutant profiles 
of each of the identified technologies; and (3) use a life-cycle approach to compare these 
pollutant profiles to the pollutants generated from the Western Placer Waste Management 
Authority’s current waste management methodology of landfilling. 

 
The study will evaluate numerous thermal conversion technologies that are currently being 
demonstrated for the utilization of municipal solid waste residues, including pyrolysis and 
gasification designs.  Additionally, the study will evaluate numerous generation 
technologies, including syngas fueled turbines, internal combustion engines, and fuel cells.  
Generation performance and applicability are closely tied to syngas quality. 
 
A sample memorandum of agreement is provided as an attachment. 

 
Fiscal Impact: 
 

The Western Placer Waste Management Authority requests a monetary grant of $55,000. 
This amount is presently contained in the District’s Technology Assessment Grant program. 
The amount is available for the funding of deserving projects. 

 
Recommendation: 
 
 District Staff recommend that the Board approve Resolution #09-06, thereby providing a 

monetary grant of $55,000 to the Western Placer Waste Management Authority for the 
evaluation of processes for the thermal conversion of Material Recovery Facility residue to 
produce electricity and heat. 

 
Attachment(s) #1: Resolution #09-06, A Resolution Authorizing the Air Pollution Control 

Officer to Negotiate, Sign, and Amend, as Needed, an Agreement Between 
the Placer County Air Pollution Control District and the Western Placer 
Waste Management Authority for a Technology Assessment Program Grant, to 
be Provided  by the District,  to Assess Technology for Thermal Conversion of 
Western Placer Waste Management Authority Material Recovery Facility 
Residue to Produce Electricity and Heat in Alternative Generation 
Technologies. 
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Technology Assessment Grant for the Waste Placer Waste Management Authority 
PCAPCD Board of Directors Meeting 
Agenda Date: June 11, 2009 
Page 3 of 6  
 

#2:  Sample Memorandum of Understanding: Technology Assessment: Thermal 
Conversion of Western Placer Waste Management Authority Material 
Recovery Facility Residue to Produce Electricity and Heat in Alternative 
Generation Technologies.  

 
#3: Western Placer Waste Management Authority, Grant Funding Application, 

dated May 15, 2009 

25



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENT #1 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

Resolution # 09-06 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 

PLACER COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT, 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

RESOLUTION NO: 09-065 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

 

In the matter of:  A Resolution Authorizing the Air Pollution Control Officer to Negotiate, 

Sign, and Amend, as Needed, an Agreement Between the Placer County Air 

Pollution Control District and the Western Placer Waste Management 

Authority for a Technology Assessment Program Grant, to be Provided by the 

District,  to Assess Technology for Thermal Conversion of Western Placer 

Waste Management Authority Material Recovery Facility Residue to 

Produce Electricity and Heat in Alternative Generation Technologies 

 

The following RESOLUTION was duly passed by the Board of Directors, Placer County Air 

Pollution Control District, at a regular meeting held June 11, 2009 by the following vote. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Ayes:     Holmes, M._____ Ucovich _____ Weygandt_____ Holmes, J. _____ Barkle _____ 

   Nakata_____ Hill_____ Uhler_____ Allard _____ 

Noes:     Holmes, M._____ Ucovich _____ Weygandt_____ Holmes, J. _____ Barkle _____ 

   Nakata_____ Hill_____ Uhler_____ Allard _____ 

Abstain: Holmes, M._____ Ucovich _____ Weygandt_____ Holmes, J. _____ Barkle _____ 

   Nakata_____ Hill_____ Uhler_____ Allard _____ 

 

Signed and approved by me after its passage. 

 

______________________________Chairperson 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________Clerk of said Board 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Placer County Air Pollution Control District is 

authorized to adopt rules and regulations and do such acts as may be necessary or proper to execute 

the powers and duties granted by Health and Safety Code Sections 40001, 40702, 40716, 41010, and 

41013 (Health and Safety Code Section 40727(b)(2)); and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 40701 the Placer County Air Pollution 

Control District has the authority to enter into agreements as necessary and proper to fulfill its 

regulatory obligations; and 

 

WHEREAS, Health and Safety Code 40701 provides that the District has the power to cooperate 

and contract with any federal, state, or local governmental agencies, private industries or civic 

groups necessary or proper to the accomplishment of its duties; and 

 

WHEREAS, the District Board of Directors has approved Technology Assessment Program  

funding of $100,000 in the FY 2008-09 budget, and 

 

WHEREAS, the amount of $55,000 remains available for further Technology Assessment Program 

grants in FY 2008-09; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Technology Assessment Program is designed to provide funding for the assessment 

of air pollutant emissions and to foster technology that has potential to reduce pollution in future 

years from projects that otherwise would not be eligible to compete under the regular Clean Air 

Grants, or CAG,  program of the District due to the nature of the funding sources. 

 

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Placer County Air Pollution Control District Board does 

approve the expenditure of funds in a grant of up to $55,000, and authorizes the Air Pollution 

Control Officer to negotiate, sign, and amend, as needed. an Agreement Between the Placer County 

Air Pollution Control District and the Western Placer Waste Management Authority for a 

Technology Assessment Program Grant, to be Provided  by the District,  to Assess Technology for 

Thermal Conversion of Western Placer Waste Management Authority Material Recovery Facility 

Residue to Produce Electricity and Heat in Alternative Generation Technologies. 
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ATTACHMENT #2 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Western Placer Waste Management Authority 
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ATTACHMENT #3 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

Western Placer Waste Management Authority 
Grant Application 
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Lower Emission School Bus Program Administration 
PCAPCD Board of Directors Meeting 
Agenda Date: June 11, 2008 
Page 2 of 2 
 
Discussion:
 

On April 29, 2008, the ARB released the Lower-Emission School Bus Program Grant award 
notification (Attachment #2). Because the guidelines for this Program are extremely difficult and 
labor intensive to administer, District Staff concluded that it would not be feasible to self 
implement a successful Program. Therefore, the District chose the third option and submitted the 
application to ARB on May 5, 2008 (Attachment #3). 
 
One of the requirements in the application form stated that: “the PCAPCD shall submit to the 
ARB, by June 6, 2008, a resolution from its Governing Board (or other documentation signed 
by a duly authorized official) that accepts the grant award…” Because the District did not have 
a scheduled Board meeting prior to the deadline of the application, the District chose to provide 
“other documentation” which was submitted within the cover letter of the application. In May 
2009, the ARB contacted the District and stated that the original letter does not meet the 
requirements of the Program. A recent email received from Jack Kitowski (Attachment #4), 
Chief of the ARB On-Road Division, explains why a resolution is now required.  Due to an 
audit of the LESB funds performed by the Department of Finance, it was decided that a 
resolution from your Board be required in order for the ARB to oversee the program for the 
District. Once Resolution #09-07 is approved by your Board and submitted to the ARB, 
implementation of the Program in the District will begin. 

 
Fiscal Impact: 
 

Because the District is not receiving any LESB funds, there is no fiscal impact. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
 Staff recommends that the Board elect to allow the ARB to retain the LESB funds allocated for 

the District and implement the program on behalf of the District. To date, sixteen air districts 
have indicated that they will take this approach.  APCD Staff, along with CAPCOA, will assist 
with outreach to school districts to ensure that there is a fair and equitable distribution of 
program funds. The District will also assist school districts with the application process. ARB is 
required to expend the entire $2,700,000 allocated to Placer County on school bus emission 
reductions in Placer County. The long term recordkeeping and audit burden will be borne by 
ARB at no cost to the District. 

 
Attachment(s):  #1:   Resolution # 09-07 

#2:    Memo from the ARB, announcing the award 
     #3:   District Application submitted to the ARB 
 #4:  Letter from Jack Kitowski to the District 
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ATTACHMENT #1 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

Resolution #09-07 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1 

2 

3 

4 

PLACER COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

RESOLUTION NO: __09-07_ 5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

 

In the matter of: Approve the implementation of the Lower-Emission School Bus Program 

by the California Air Resources Board on the District’s behalf, and 

designate the Air Pollution Control Officer as a duly authorized official 

representing the District in all matters related to the implementation of this 

Program. 

 

The following RESOLUTION was duly passed by the Board of Directors, Placer County Air 

Pollution Control District, at a regular meeting held 

13 

June 11, 2009 by the following vote: 14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

 

Ayes:     Holmes, M._____ Ucovich _____ Weygandt_____ Holmes, J. _____ Barkle _____ 

   Nakata_____ Hill_____ Uhler_____ Allard _____ 

Noes:     Holmes, M._____ Ucovich _____ Weygandt_____ Holmes, J. _____ Barkle _____ 

   Nakata_____ Hill_____ Uhler_____ Allard _____ 

Abstain: Holmes, M._____ Ucovich _____ Weygandt_____ Holmes, J. _____ Barkle _____ 

   Nakata_____ Hill_____ Uhler_____ Allard _____ 

 

Signed and approved by me after its passage. 

 

______________________________Chairperson 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________Clerk of said Board 
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WHEREAS, the 2008 Lower-Emission School Bus Program (LESB) Guidelines allow the 

California Air Resources Board, (ARB), with assistance from the California Air Pollution Control 

Officers Association (CAPCOA), to implement the LESB Program within air districts that request 

ARB assistance and  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

 

WHEREAS the Placer County Air Pollution Control District (District) affirms its interest in 

participating in the Program, and accepts the grant award of Proposition 1B funds in the amount 

of $2,700,000 (Two Million Seven Hundred Thousand dollars) and, 

 

WHEREAS, the District requests that the Air Pollution Control Officer be designated as the 

duly authorized official representing the District in all matters related to the implementation of 

this Program. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the District requests the ARB to implement the 

Program within the District and authorizes the ARB to retain the entire grant award of 

$2,700,000 (Two Million Seven Hundred Thousand Dollars) for expenditure within the District 

in accordance with the 2008 Lower-Emission School Bus Program Guidelines. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: the ARB and the District Board of Directors 

recognize the Air Pollution Control Officer as the duly authorized official representing the 

District in all matters related to the implementation of this Program. 
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ATTACHMENT #2 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

Memo from the ARB, announcing the LESB award 
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ATTACHMENT #3 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

District Application submitted to the ARB 
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ATTACHMENT #4 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

Letter from the ARB to the District 
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Heather Kuklo

From: Tom Christofk
Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2009 7:37 PM
To: Margie Koltun; Heather Kuklo
Subject: Fw: Request for School Bus Board Resolution

ARB note for the Staff item

----- Original Message -----
From: Kitowski, Jack@ARB <jkitowsk@arb.ca.gov>
To: Tom Christofk
Sent: Tue Jun 02 16:27:15 2009
Subject: Request for School Bus Board Resolution

Mr. Christofk:

 

This letter is a follow-up to our previous conversations and a request for specific 
documentation.

 

As background, the Lower Emission School Bus Program has $200M available to replace the 
oldest buses in the State and to retrofit newer buses.  The program helps provide safe, 
clean transportation for the schoolchildren of our state.  School districts within your 
region are entitled to a total of $2.7 million of this funding. 

 

Last April, the Air Resources Board (ARB) sent you notification of the funding and 
requesting a Board resolution or other documentation in order for ARB to oversee the 
funding in your region.  In May, you provided us with a signed authorization form and an 
assessment that you had the authority to sign.  

 

Subsequently, our funding was halted due to the State fiscal situation.  During this 
downtime we were audited by the Department of Finance, specifically on these funds.  As we
have thoroughly reviewed our records our finance and legal staff have determined it would 
be appropriate to have a specific Resolution from your Board in order for ARB to oversee 
the funding in your air district.  We apologize that this was not addressed at the time of
the original submittal and hope it isn’t too much of an inconvenience at this time.

 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at (916) 445-6102.  Thank you again for
your role in helping improve the school bus fleet in California.

 

Jack Kitowski, Chief

On-Road Controls Branch
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 3091 County Center Drive, Suite 240, Auburn, CA  95603    •   (530) 745-2330  •  Fax  (530) 745-2373 

   www.placer.ca.gov/apcd                                           Thomas J. Christofk, Air Pollution Control Officer 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:   Board of Directors, Placer County Air Pollution Control District 
 
FROM:   John Finnell, Senior Air Pollution Control Engineer 
 
AGENDA DATE: June 11, 2009 
 
SUBJECT:   Increase Hearing Board Stipend (Action) 
 

 

Action Requested: 
 

Approve Resolution #09-05, thereby authorizing an increase in the stipend paid to members of 
the Hearing Board from $50 to $100 for each hearing attended, and reimbursement for vehicle 
mileage to and from the meeting location at the IRS Standard Mileage Rate authorized by the 
Placer County Auditor-Controller for personal vehicle travel on Placer County business. 
 

Background: 
 

The Placer County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board is a statutory body 
appointed by the District Board of Directors to hear petitions for variances or modifications 
of variances from air pollution rules or permit conditions; the denial, approval, or revocation 
of a permit; and orders for abatement. Composed of five members with three (3) year terms, 
the membership composition is delineated in Health and Safety Code section 40801 as 
follows: 
 
 One lawyer  
 One registered engineer 
 One member of the medical profession 
 Two public-at-large members 
 
Any member of the public may replace members in the specified professions if persons 
having these qualifications are unable to serve.  No District employee or County employee 
can serve on the Hearing Board. 
 

Discussion: 
 

The Hearing Board meets as needed upon receipt of a variance application. Only one board 
member is required to hear Emergency, Interim and Short Term Variances. A quorum of 
three (3) out of the five (5) board members is required to hear the Regular Variances and 
other Variances (Product, Modification of Increments of Progress, and Modification of Final 
Compliance).
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Increase Hearing Board Stipend  
PCAPCD Board of Directors Meeting 
Agenda Date: June 11, 2009 
Page 2 of 3  
 

 
 Number of Variance Hearings 

Year Emergency  
Short 
Term Interim Regular Other Total 

2009 2 0 0 2 0 4 
 

2008 3 7 2 3  15 
2007 5 3 3 4 1 16 
2006 3 3 1 2 1 10 
2005 3 2 2 3 0 10 
2004 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Totals 16 15 8 12 2 53 
       
Average 
per year 3.2 3 1.6 2.4 0.4 10.6 
 
The number of variance hearings held thus far in 2009 and in the previous five (5) years 
from 2004 through 2008 is shown in the above table. On average, the full board convenes 2.8 
times per year for Regular and other type variances. The Chairman of the Hearing Board 
hears an additional 7.8 variances per year on average. Each hearing takes approximately one 
to two hours to complete depending on the complexity of the issue. 
 
The Chairman of the Hearing Board, Mr. Don Gronstal, noted that the stipend paid to Board 
members for attending hearings had not been increased for many years. A search of our 
records found this to be true. He suggested that the District consider increasing the stipend.  
 
A position on the Hearing Board is considered public service. While the stipend is not 
intended to be equivalent to a salary, it does encourage members to continue to serve on the 
Hearing Board and to regularly attend hearings. Members also receive reimbursement for 
vehicle mileage to and from the meeting location at the IRS Standard Mileage Rate 
authorized by the Placer County Auditor-Controller for personal vehicle travel on Placer 
County business. 
 
Other local air districts were contacted and the following chart shows what is paid to 
members of their Hearing Boards. Feather River AQMD has indicated their intent to raise 
the stipend paid to $100 this year. 
 

District Stipend 
El Dorado County AQMD $50.00 
Feather River AQMD $50.00 
Northern Sierra AQMD $50.00 
Sacramento Metropolitan 
AQMD 

$75.00 
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Increase Hearing Board Stipend  
PCAPCD Board of Directors Meeting 
Agenda Date: June 11, 2009 
Page 3 of 3  
 

 
There are seventy-five (75) Boards, commissions and committees in Placer County.  Sixteen 
(16) of these pay stipends range from $30.00 to $100.00 per meeting attended as shown in 
Attachment #2. 
 

Fiscal Impact: 
 

Hearing Board members are currently paid a stipend of $50 per hearing and are reimbursed 
at the established rate for mileage to and from the hearings. Mileage charges vary and are 
minimal as most members come from Auburn and Roseville. 
 
The average cost of payment of these stipends over the past five (5) years has been $1,090. 
At the new, proposed stipend of $100 the cost to the District would be $2,180 or an average 
yearly increase of $1,090. 
 
The fees charged to the applicant for a hearing range from $1,391 to $3,299. The fee is used 
to cover the District's cost of overhead, pay for the Hearing Board stipends and mileage. 
These costs are adequately covered by current fees and a fee increase will not be required if 
the stipend increase is approved. 

 
Recommendation: 
 
 District Staff recommend that the Board approve Resolution #09-05, thereby authorizing the 

proposed stipend of $100 and vehicle mileage reimbursement IRS Standard Rate for each 
Hearing Board member for each hearing attended. 

 
Attachment (s): #1: Resolution #09-05 
 #2: Partial List of Commissions, Boards, and Committees in Placer County
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ATTACHMENT #1 

 
SUBJECT: 

 
Resolution 09-05 
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1 

2 

3 

4 

PLACER COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

RESOLUTION NO: 09-055 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

 

In the matter of: Adoption of a Stipend of $100.00 for Each Hearing Board Member for 

Each Hearing Attended plus Reimbursement for Vehicle Mileage to and 

from the Meeting Location at the IRS Standard Mileage Rate authorized 

by the Placer County Auditor-Controller for Personal Vehicle Travel on 

Placer County Business. 

 

The following RESOLUTION was duly passed by the Board of Directors, Placer County Air 

Pollution Control District, at a regular meeting held on June 11, 2009 by the following vote: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

 

Ayes:     Holmes, M._____ Ucovich _____ Weygandt_____ Holmes, J. _____ Barkle _____ 

   Nakata_____ Hill_____ Uhler_____ Allard _____ 

Noes:     Holmes, M._____ Ucovich _____ Weygandt_____ Holmes, J. _____ Barkle _____ 

   Nakata_____ Hill_____ Uhler_____ Allard _____ 

Abstain: Holmes, M._____ Ucovich _____ Weygandt_____ Holmes, J. _____ Barkle _____ 

   Nakata_____ Hill_____ Uhler_____ Allard _____ 

 

Signed and approved by me after its passage. 

 

______________________________Chairperson 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________Clerk of said Board 
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Whereas, pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 40800, a Hearing Board consisting of five 

members of the public is appointed by the Placer County Air Pollution Control District Board. 

The District Board also appoints alternates. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

 

Whereas, the Placer County Air Pollution Control District Board has adopted fees in Rule 602, 

Hearing Board Fees, to cover the cost of processing applications to be heard by the Hearing 

Board including the Stipend and reimbursement for vehicle mileage. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Placer County Air Pollution Control 

District Board approves the Stipend of $100.00 to be paid to each Hearing Board Member for 

each Hearing attended plus reimbursement for vehicle mileage to and from the meeting location 

at the IRS Standard Mileage Rate authorized by the Placer County Auditor-Controller for 

personal vehicle travel on Placer County business. 
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ATTACHMENT #2 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

Partial List of Commissions, Boards,  
and Committees in Placer County 
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Partial List of Commissions, Boards 
and Committees in Placer County 

 
 
 
 
 

Placer County Committee or Commission Title Stipend 
Agricultural Commission $40  
Assessment Appeals Board  $100  
Civil Service Commission $100  
Community Services Commission $50  
County Parks Commission  $30  
Fish and Game Commission  $30  
In Home Support Services Advisory Committee  $50  
Local Agency Formation Commission  $100  
Newcastle-Rocklin-Gold Hill Cemetery District $100  
Placer County Cemetery District #1 Lincoln $100  
Placer County Transportation Planning Agency  $100  
Placer Mosquito & Vector Control District $100  
Planning Commission $100  
Roseville Public Cemetery District  $100  
Tahoe Cemetery District  $50  
Veterans Advisory Council  $30  
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