
 
   

 

Minutes of the Thursday, April 10, 2014 Meeting  

of the Board of Directors 
 

 

The Board of Directors of the Placer County Air Pollution Control District met in a regularly 

scheduled session at 2:30 PM, Thursday, April 10, 2014, at the Placer County Board of 

Supervisors’ Chambers, 175 Fulweiler Avenue, Auburn, California.  

 

Representing the District were: Tom Christofk, Air Pollution Control Officer; Todd Nishikawa, 

Deputy Air Pollution Control Officer; A.J. Nunez, Administrative Services Officer; Bruce 

Springsteen, Compliance and Enforcement Section Manager; Heather Kuklo, Air Pollution 
Control Specialist; Russell Moore, I.T. Technician; and Shannon Harroun, Clerk of the Board. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Mike Holmes. Roll call was taken by the Clerk 

of the Board, with the following members in attendance: Kim Douglass (alternate for Donna 

Barkle), Stan Nader, Robert Black, Mike Holmes, Jim Holmes, Diana Ruslin, and Carol Garcia. 

Jennifer Montgomery, Robert Weygandt and Donna Barkle were absent. A quorum was 

established.  

 

Approval of Minutes:  February 13, 2014, Regularly Scheduled Meeting. 

 

Motion to approve minutes: Carol Garcia. Unanimously approved. 

 

Public Comment:  No public comment.  

 

Consent:  Item 1 
 

1. Authorization to Execute MOU with Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) for Wood 

Stove Replacement Program.  District Staff recommendation:  Adopt Resolution #14-07, 

thereby authorizing the Air Pollution Control Officer to negotiate, sign, and amend as 

necessary, a multi-year Services Agreement with TRPA, to receive and administer TRPA wood 

stove replacement program funds. Approve Budget Revision #14-02 for $23,750.00 to be 

received from TRPA. 

 

Motion to approve Consent Item 1: Jim Holmes.  Unanimously approved. 
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Action: Item 2 

 

2. Clean Air Grant Awards.  District Staff recommendation:  Adopt Resolution #14-10, thereby 

authorizing the expenditure of DMV Motor Vehicle Registration Funds and Air Quality 

Mitigation Funds for Clean Air Grant (CAG) projects, as shown in Resolution Exhibit I, and 

authorizing the Air Pollution Control Officer to negotiate, sign, and amend as needed, grant 

agreements and contracts. 

 

Ms. Heather Kuklo presented the 2014 Clean Air Grant (CAG) program, including the 

program’s goals, funding sources, outreach, evaluation analysis process, and program 

benefits. 

 

Ms. Kuklo described the Clean Air Grant program’s goal to offset emissions for motorized 

vehicles and other sources, based on cost effectiveness and community benefit. The program 

supports the District’s air attainment plans, reducing emissions and improving air quality for 

the District; promotes education and public awareness of air quality; and reduces risks of 

catastrophic wildfires by providing alternatives to the usual practice of open burning of 

biomass, thereby reducing emissions. 

 

Ms. Kuklo reported that the funding sources for the Clean Air Grant program include DMV 

registration fees, which are a $4 surcharge due to AB2766, and a $2 surcharge authorized by 

AB923. Each of these funding sources has limitations on what the funds may be used for, 

with AB923 funds being more restrictive. Land Use Mitigation Funds are also used to 

support the CAG program. They are collected via the District’s policy on air quality 

mitigation for land use projects. This fund is separated into West and East side mitigation, 

based on where the land use projects occur, and is allocated to fund CAG projects by 

location. 

 

Director Stan Nader asked how the land use funds are collected. Ms. Kuklo responded that 

CEQA projects are required to mitigate emissions directly on the project, or may voluntarily 

do so, indirectly, by paying a fee to the District; the District then applies the funds collected 

towards eligible CAG projects.  

 

Ms. Kuklo stated that the Clean Air Grant program’s outreach and marketing efforts took 

place during the solicitation period, from January 1 through February 28, 2014. Included in 

these efforts were updated application packets, two workshops, newspaper advertisements, 

public notices, display advertisements, web page updates, bulk mailings, and an email blast. 

 

Ms. Kuklo summarized the applications and recommended project funding for this year’s 

program. The District received a total of 21 applications, in the areas of heavy duty on-road 

and off-road equipment; alternative fuels infrastructure; and other emission reducing and 

energy efficiency projects. The total request for funds was approximately $2.4 million, with 

CAG funds available of about $1.1 million. The total funding for the 17 recommended 

projects for the 2014 CAG program is $1,074,500, leaving a balance in Eastern Mitigation  
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Funds. All of the projects eligible for the Eastern Mitigation Funds are being recommended 

for funding, therefore there are no remaining projects to be funded with this source. 

 

Ms. Kuklo explained that the evaluation process involved an initial evaluation of project 

eligibility. Then the project was ranked, based on several factors, including an analysis of 

cost effectivity for those projects that have measurable emissions reductions. Next, the 

technical review team made recommendations. Lastly, the APCO completed a final review.   

 

Ms. Kuklo demonstrated that this CAG program provides excellent emissions benefits. For 

this year’s recommended projects, the emissions reductions annually are projected at 12 tons 

for NOx, 2.65 tons for ROG, and 10.5 tons for PM. Accounting for the project life durations 

of all of the projects, the total emission reduction is about 74 tons. In addition, the overall 

average Cost Effectivity of these reductions is $15,434/ton, which is consistent with the 

District’s goal of maintaining a cost effective program. Ms. Kuklo also pointed out that the 

program provides economic value to the region, because for every dollar granted by the 

District, the applicant will spend approximately five dollars.  

 

Ms. Kuklo concluded by stating that District Staff recommends funding and approval of the 

17 projects on Exhibit I of Resolution #14-10. 

 

Chair Mike Holmes asked how many attended the teleconference for Tahoe area applicants.  

Ms. Kuklo responded that none attended, but that she often meets with Tahoe area applicants 

individually.  

 

Chair Mike Holmes invited members of the public to make comment. Members of the public 

in attendance who expressed gratitude and praise about the Clean Air Grant program 

included Dan Quarton, Sierra Pacific Industries; Bernie Schroeder, City of Auburn; Mark 

Shadowens, North Star Fire Department; Brian Gruchow, Roseville Joint Union High School 

District; Bruce Springsteen on behalf of Brett Storey with the Placer County biomass 

program; Mike Wixon, City of Roseville; Mary George, Placer County Library Services; 

David Melko, Placer County Transportation Planning Agency; Anthony Lavezzo, Eastern 

Regional Landfill; Elisa Noble, Placer County Resource Conservation District; and Chuck 

Gordon, Placer County Fleet.  

 

Chair Mike Holmes called for a roll call vote on approval of this item and Resolution #14-10. 

 

Motion to approve Item 2: Jim Holmes. Unanimously approved via roll call vote. 
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Public Hearing/Action:  Item 3 

 

3. Approval of the 2014 Reasonably Available Control Technology State Implementation 

Plan (RACT SIP) Analysis and Negative Declaration.  District Staff recommendation:  Adopt 

Resolution #14-08, thereby approving the 2014 RACT SIP Analysis Staff Report, dated April 

2014; and adopt Resolution #14-09, thereby approving a Negative Declaration for the polyester 

resin source category. 

 

Mr. Bruce Springsteen presented this item on behalf of the District. He first explained the 

background of the RACT requirement, explaining that the District currently does not meet 

the national ambient air quality standard for ozone, and therefore the District is required to 

establish rules to reduce nitrogen oxide (NOx) and volatile organic compounds (VOCs), 

which interact to produce ozone. These rules are required to be based on Reasonably 

Available Control Technology (RACT) which applies to existing sources in the District that 

emit those types of pollutants. The rules are put into a State Implementation Plan, which is 

approved by the EPA. The proposed analysis will satisfy an EPA requirement for a new 

RACT SIP analysis by July 20, 2014.  

 

Mr. Springsteen reported that the District has updated its rules to meet the RACT 

requirement, and as a result of the analysis in February 2014, provided 16 negative 

declarations for sources that are not present in this District. The changes to the February 2014 

version of the RACT analysis address comments the District received from an EPA review, 

as well as addressing a control guidance associated with polyester resin manufactur ing. There 

are no polyester resin manufacturers in the District, therefore this category is appropriate for 

an additional negative declaration. The District also committed to evaluating and considering 

a composting rule at some point in the future. Mr. Springsteen stated that District Staff is 

recommending that the Board approve the resolutions adopting the RACT SIP analysis and 

the negative declaration for polyester resin manufacturing. 

 

Director Stan Nader asked for additional information about the composting requirement. Mr. 

Springsteen stated that there is encouragement from the EPA to control VOCs from 

composting, but there is disagreement as to whether it is cost effective to do so, or even if 

controlling VOC emissions would provide any benefit towards reducing ozone or protecting 

public health. Mr. Tom Christofk emphasized that the situation within this District, in terms 

of emissions, and based upon photo-chemical reaction modeling data, is that controlling 

VOCs does nothing to help the District’s ozone attainment. Mr. Christofk explained that 

controlling man-made VOCs does not make a difference because this District is 

overwhelmingly impacted by biogenic VOCs (natural occurring/vegetation). The component 

that the District has to control heavily is NOx. Mr. Springsteen further clarified that the EPA 

does not have a guidance document defining RACT for composting.  

 

Chair Mike Holmes invited the public to comment. No member of the public came forward, 

and he brought the item and Resolution #14-08 and #14-09 to the Board for approval. 

 

Motion to approve Item 3: Carol Garcia. Unanimously approved. 
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Information: Item 4 

 

4. Biennial Audit Report for Period Ended June 30, 2013.   

 

Ms. A.J. Nunez presented the audit report which was conducted by Macias Gini & O’Connell 

LLP, in accordance with Government Code Section 26909, for the two year period beginning  

July 1, 2011, through June 30, 2013. The audit was conducted in January and February of 2014. 

There were no deficiency findings as a result of the audit.  

 

Ms. Nunez highlighted some of the findings in the report with regard to District expenses, 

revenues, and net position. She explained that the decrease in net position at the end of the audit 

period was primarily a result of a decrease in investment earnings due to a continued decrease in 

the annual interest received; accumulated depreciation of the District’s building and equipment; 

and increased expenses in employee benefits due to changes in Placer County benefits 

requirements.  Ms. Nunez emphasized that the District has a cautious approach with regard to 

projecting revenue, and budgets very conservatively.  

 

Director Mike Holmes asked if the District is going to consider seeking a new firm for the next 

audit. Ms. Nunez responded that the District currently uses the accounting firm that Placer 

County contracts with, as it provides cost benefit to the District. The County has approved a 

contract with a new accounting firm that will be used for the next two-year audit period, thus 

providing a change.  

 

Director Mike Holmes asked if there were any further questions about the audit. There were no 

additional questions or comments. 

 

Closed Session: Item 5 

 
5. Annual Air Pollution Control Officer Evaluation. Pursuant to the cited authority (all 

references are to the Government Code), the Placer County Air Pollution Control District 

Board of Directors held a closed session to discuss the following item:  Air Pollution Control 

Officer’s Annual Evaluation—54957(b)(1).   

 

Chair Mike Holmes adjourned the meeting to Closed Session at 3:24 p.m. to perform an annual 

employment evaluation of Mr. Tom Christofk, for the position of Air Pollution Control Officer. 

Chair Mike Holmes re-adjourned the regular meeting at 3:42 p.m., and reported that the 

evaluation had been completed. There were no actions to report from closed session.  

  






