
 

 

 

Minutes of the Thursday, April 9, 2015 Meeting  

of the Board of Directors 

 

The Board of Directors of the Placer County Air Pollution Control District met for a regular  

meeting at 2:30 PM, Thursday, April 9, 2015, at the Placer County Board of Supervisors’ 

Chambers, 175 Fulweiler Avenue, Auburn, California.  

 

Representing the District were: Tom Christofk, Air Pollution Control Officer; A.J. Nunez, 

Administrative Services Officer; Heather Kuklo, Air Quality Specialist II; Russell Moore, I.T. 

Technician; and Shannon Harroun, Clerk of the Board. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Robert Weygandt. Roll call was taken by the 

Clerk of the Board, with the following members in attendance: Daniel Berlant, Jennifer 

Montgomery, Tony Hesch, Alternate Paul Joiner, Robert Weygandt, Robert Black, Alternate 

Greg Janda, and Carol Garcia. A quorum was established.  

 

Approval of Minutes:  February 19, 2015, Regular Meeting. 

 

Motion to approve minutes: Carol Garcia. Unanimously approved, with abstentions by 

Paul Joiner and Greg Janda, as they were not present at the last meeting. 

 

Public Comment: There were no comments from the public.  

 

Consent:  Items 1 and 2 

 
1. Accept Funds Used for Wildfire Mitigation Protocol. Adopt Budget Revision #15-03, 

thereby authorizing the Air Pollution Control Officer to accept funds received in the Wildfire 

Mitigation Fund (WFM) for professional services to Quantify Ecosystem Service Benefits of 

Reduced Occurrence of Catastrophic Wildfires. 

 

2. Approval of a Contract with Spatial Informatics Group. Adopt Resolution #15-03, thereby 

approving a contract with Spatial Informatics Group for professional services to Quantify 

Ecosystem Service Benefits of Reduced Occurrence of Catastrophic Wildfires, in the not to 

exceed amount of $320,000; and authorization for the Air Pollution Control Officer (APCO) to 

negotiate, sign, and amend as necessary, a contract with Spatial Informatics Group. 

Motion to approve Consent Items 1 and 2:  Jennifer Montgomery. Unanimously approved. 
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Action:  Item 3 

 

3. Approval of the 2015 Clean Air Grant Recommended Projects. Adopt Resolution #15-02, 

thereby authorizing the expenditure of DMV Motor Vehicle Registration Funds and Air 

Quality Mitigation Funds for Clean Air Grant (CAG) projects, as shown in Resolution 

Exhibit I, and authorizing the Air Pollution Control Officer to negotiate, sign, and amend as 

needed, grant agreements and contracts. 

 

Ms. Heather Kuklo spoke on behalf of the District regarding the 2015 Clean Air Grant 

(CAG) program, including the program’s goals, funding sources, categories, outreach, 

evaluation process, and program benefits. 

 

Ms. Kuklo explained that the goals of the CAG program are to offset the emissions from 

motorized vehicles and other sources, based on cost effectivity and community benefit; to 

support air attainment plans; to effectively promote education and public awareness of air 

quality and ways to reduce air pollution; and to reduce open burning and catastrophic 

wildfire through lower emission alternatives. 

 

Ms. Kuklo reported that the funding sources for this year’s CAG program as locally derived 

DMV fee funds, which can be used for heavy duty diesel on and off-road project upgrades, 

Agriculture Assistance Programs, school bus upgrade projects, and voluntary accelerated 

vehicle retirement programs; and Land Use Mitigation funds, which are collected via the 

District’s Policy Regarding Land Use Air Quality Mitigation Funds, and are used to support 

projects that help to offset criteria pollutant emissions from land development projects within 

the same region. The District has funds for Eastern and Western mitigation. 

 

Ms. Kuklo identified the Clean Air Grant categories that the District solicited applications for 

this year as Heavy Duty On & Off Road, Alternative Fuels Infrastructure, Alternative Transit 

Services, Public Education/Outreach, Agriculture Diesel Pump Repower, Innovative Forest 

Management Practices which Reduce Open Burning, and Other Emission Reducing/Energy 

Efficiency Projects.  

 

Ms. Kuklo stated that the solicitation period for grant application submittals was from 

January 1, 2015 through February 27, 2015. During this time, the District placed 

advertisements and public notices in regional newspapers and on our website, issued a press 

release, sent notifications to agencies and businesses in the county, and hosted two 

workshops. 

 

Ms. Kuklo outlined the application evaluation process, which included, 1) screening the 

project application’s eligibility for funding, which includes 75% of project activity within 

Placer County, and funding projects which are not already required by regulation; 2) analysis 

of the project’s cost effectivity formula; 3) scoring and ranking the projects, and completing 

a technical review; and 4) performing a visual inspection of the applicant’s equipment, if 

applicable. 
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Ms. Kuklo demonstrated that this CAG program provides excellent emissions benefits. The 

annual emission reductions for this year’s recommended Clean Air Grants are 7.41 tons of 

PM, 6.43 tons of NOX, and 2.06 tons of ROG. The total combined emission reductions of all 

2015 recommended projects over their project lives is about 45.2 tons. The overall average 

cost effectivity for all of the 2015 recommended projects is about $19,000 per ton of 

emissions reduced. 

 

Ms. Kuklo stated that the total CAG funding available this fiscal year is 1.1 million dollars, 

with total funding for all recommended projects at $868,784. All eligible and competitive 

projects are being recommended for funding. A contributing factor to the District’s 

remaining funds balance this year is that the California Air Resources Board has been putting 

into place additional emissions regulations with deadlines, reducing the amount of emission 

reductions that are surplus to regulatory requirements, and thereby reducing projects’ 

eligibility and cost effectivity under the incentive grant programs. The District and other air 

pollution control agencies have been working on strategies to improve opportunities for grant 

projects in the future. 

 

Ms. Kuklo concluded by stating that upon approval of recommended CAG awards, the 

District would issue contracts and have them executed by mid-May. She then directed the 

Board to the list of recommended 2015 CAG projects. 

 

Director Montgomery asked about the Truckee - North Tahoe Transportation Management 

Association’s marine transit subsidy project grant application, and why didn’t it meet the 

CAG criteria. Ms. Kuklo explained that the project was not determined to be cost effective 

with regard to emissions reductions.  

 

Director Janda asked if there are any programs to encourage individuals to remove high 

polluting light duty gasoline vehicles from the road. Ms. Kuklo answered that it is an 

allowable program for DMV funding, but that the District does not currently have this 

program, which would be entirely separate from the Clean Air Grant program. APCO, Tom 

Christofk added that the District has considered expanding into this area as an option for the 

future, but has not chosen to do so yet because it is an area that the District doesn’t currently 

have expertise in, and it would have minimal air quality benefits for Placer County.  

 

Chair Weygandt invited members of the public to address the Board on this item. Members 

of the public in attendance who expressed appreciation for the Clean Air Grant program and 

District Staff, included Jim Scribner, Eastern Regional Landfill; Mark Shadowens, Northstar 

Fire Department; Dan Quarton, Sierra Pacific Industries; and David Melko, Placer County 

Transportation Planning Agency. 

 

Motion to approve Action Item 3: Carol Garcia. Unanimously approved. 

 

  






