
                  

 
                              

Granite Bay MAC Minutes 
Wednesday, July 3, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. 
5455 Eureka Road, Granite Bay, CA 

 

 
1) Call to Order 

 
2) Pledge of Allegiance 

  
3) Approval of the Agenda  

 
Motion was made (and seconded) to approve the agenda. Motion passed, 6-0 
 
4) Approval of the Minutes   

a) May 1, 2013 
 
Motion was made (and seconded) to approve the May Minutes. Motion passed, 4-0 
 
5) Introduction of MAC Members 
 
John Thacker, Virg Anderson, Walt Pekarsky, Suzanne Jones, Don DeSantis, Eric Bose, and Ashley Gibian, Secretary. 
 
6) Public Safety Reports 

a) Placer County Sheriff 
b) South Placer Fire District 
c) California Highway Patrol 

 
No Public Safety Reports 
 
7) Public Comments:  Any member of the public may address the Municipal Advisory Council on any matter that is NOT 

listed on the agenda.  Comments will normally be limited to three (3) minutes per person at the discretion of the 
Chairperson. 

 
Ciara Helland – Wished to discuss a safety issue on East Barton Road and Eureka Road. The speed limit is 40 miles per 
hour and there is no sidewalk or bike lane. There are areas that drop off into ditches or are covered with large granite 
rocks. Though this area is not ideal for cyclists, it remains very popular for cyclists. Placer County Planners have 
recommended that the County construct a Class 2 bike lane as far back as 2002. The proposed bike lanes would connect 
biking paths throughout the community. Ciara asks that the MAC recommend to the County that this project be made a 
priority. 
 
Dale Muson – Recommended a bike lane on Auburn Folsom where the new construction of the pipeline is going. He 
thinks with this project going, it is an ideal time to extend the shoulder where it is less than 4 feet. In some places, the 
shoulder is a foot or less.  
 
Frank – Wanted to say that Ciara is right. He lives nearby and sometimes there are groups of 40-50 cyclists on Barton 
Road. 
                                                                                                                                                                   
8) Supervisor Report (If Supervisor Kirk Uhler is not present, Linda Brown will present)  
 



                  

In the last few meetings, the Board has been working with private sector service providers regarding contacts that are 
expiring. The budget has been adopted and is balanced. The mPOWER program that started a few years ago was stalled 
right after it started; the Board is looking at restarting the mPOWER program and Jeanine Windeshowsen will be 
heading the effort again. The continued widening of Auburn Folsom will commence later this summer. 
 
A community member asked if the MAC could make a motion to recommend the County widen a road if they so wished. 
Supervisor Uhler answered that procedurally no they could not as it would be a violation of the Brown Act. It must be an 
Action Item on the agenda. 
 
Another community member asked if there are any grants available for projects such as there. Supervisor Uhler 
responded that the County is very diligent about applying for grants. Unfortunately, the Federal Government isn’t giving 
out money like it was a few years ago during the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 
 
9) Informational  Item/Non-Action: 

a) Update on Ronald L. Feist Park and Landscape Maintenance on Douglas Boulevard: Presented by John Ramirez, 
Placer County Parks Administrator (15 min.) 
Information will be presented on the new parking requirements at Ronald L. Feist Park. The landscape 
maintenance on Douglas Boulevard will be discussed. 

 
Ronald Feist Park was a community-funded park with a small contribution from County funds. In 2005, park ownership 
was transferred from Eureka Union School District to the County. Right now, there is an issue with parking in the area. 
When the park opened, the gates stayed closed until 10:00 AM so that park users had that parking rather than the 
students. Last year, they started opening the gates at 6:00 AM but are now receiving complaints that all the parking is 
taken up by students. The new proposed solution is to sign off 40 parking spots for park users only.  
 
Update on Douglas Median - On taxes, there is a fee specifically meant for lighting and medians. There are several other 
taxes and fees and those all together help maintain Douglas Boulevard. Last year the County took bids on landscaping 
and they were all too expensive. Soon after the County found that the City of Rocklin had a contract with California Land 
Management at a price that worked in the County’s budget, and it is legal for the County to “piggy-back” on that 
contract. This contract will last two and a half years. At the end of the contract period it may be renegotiated. There 
have been a lot of calls about broken sprinklers. All the systems are underground now, and occasionally gophers, or 
other animals, eat through those pipes. The quickest way to get these taken care of is to contact the County directly. 
530-886-4901 

 
b) The Ponds: Presented by Lisa Powers, Powers Equity, Inc. (20 min.)  

Proposal to develop a 5.2 acre parcel with a 7,500 square-foot event center and twenty-six (26) working lofts. 
The project site is located on the south side of Douglas Boulevard, between Berg Street and Barton Road (5630 
Douglas Boulevard).  
 
Lisa Powers bought this property in 2006 and originally planned for it to be mixed use: medical, dental and an 
events pavilion for community events up to 300 people. The Flower Farm is close, in Loomis but it holds about 
200 people and is now booked a year in advance; it is very busy. The Newcastle Wedding Gardens only hold 
about 100 people. Maidu is a less desired venue that is lacking charm. There are a lot of empty medical and 
dental facilities currently so she decided to look for another use.  Retail space has changed since the internet; 
not as much space is needed since people shop online. Lisa proposes working lofts for this space. They could be 
used for a small start up, internet companies, personal service providers, sole practitioners, architects, 
engineers, etc. Perhaps even a small sandwich shop for the tenants. All units will be 800 square feet (26 units). 
Tenants can take one unit or multiple and it will be an option the remove walls between units that are leased 
together. They plan on having a trellis with plants on the side of the building for visual appeal and to help keep 
the heat out.  
 
The event pavilion will have its own parking and valet and the two projects will have alternating busy times. 



                  

 
Thayer Hopkins walked through the site plans. The plan is to continue the set back and double row of parking 
across from Quarry Ponds. This way, you could go back and forth between the two developments and it will be 
visually appealing. It will have a tree-lined aisle that will lead you back to the event center. The working lofts will 
be in two buildings of 13 units each. There will be skylights that let in a lot of light, but help keep the heat out. 
The material to be used is made for thermal heat reduction and is very lightweight. This material will be used on 
the buildings as wells as for outdoor shade structures. The trellis structures will run 12-15 feet high. Each unit 
will have its own HVAC and “Big Ass fan.” (Company Name) 
 
The Events Pavilion is comprised of two separate buildings. They are a natural stucco color with clay roof tiles. 
One building would have administration, etc. while the other would have a catering kitchen. The Events Pavilion 
would have sliding accordion doors that could be folded back to create an open space. 
 
The working lofts are 18 feet high with the peaks hitting about 26.5 feet. Each tenant would have an individual 
entrance as well as folding translucent doors that create a shade structure when open. The doors are about ten 
feet high. The pavilion would be 28 feet at its highest point and would be 5,400-6,000 square feet. 
 
They plan on having lights along the sidewalks and lighting along the edge of event space. Additional lighting will 
be taken into consideration, especially in the back. There is a planting strip every 10 spaces or fewer as is 
required. They must balance needs of lighting for security and not bothering the neighboring community. 
 
EJ Ivaldi stated that there is a question of adequate parking. If there are larger than normal events, will there be 
offsite parking? Will the day use and event use overlap? Will it need to spill into Quarry Ponds? This area will 
require a rezone and a community plan amendment as it is currently zoned residential.  
 
 
 

10) Action Item:  (No Items) 
 

11) Correspondence – Found on Table at the rear of the room. 
 

12) Next Regular Meeting – August 7, 2013 
 

13) ADJOURNMENT -  8:50 PM 
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