
County of Placer            
GRANITE BAY MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
175 Fulweiler Avenue 
Auburn, CA  95603 
County Contact: Linda Brown, Field Representative (916) 787-8960 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, August 6, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.  
Eureka Union School District, Board Room, 5477 Eureka Road, Granite Bay, CA 

 
1) Call to Order 7:02 PM 

 
2) Pledge of Allegiance 

  
3) Approval of the Agenda - Motion made, and seconded, to approve the agenda. Motion approved, 

4-0 
 

4) Approval of the Minutes   
a) April 2, 2014 (Don DeSantis resigned) - Motion made, and seconded, to approve the minutes. 

Motion approved, 4-0 
 

5) Introduction of MAC Members and Secretary Ashley Gibian- Present: Walt Pekarsky, Virg 
Anderson, Suzanne Jones, Ken Prager, Ashley Gibian- Secretary. John Thacker joined after the 
Supervisor Report. Eric Bose was absent 
 

6) Public Safety Reports 
a) Placer County Sheriff’s Office-(After Supervisor Report) In the month of July there were 124 

alarm calls, 10 petty thefts, 6 suspicious people, 5 trespasses and 11 burglary reports. The 
Sergeant believes this is a little higher than usual. Two or three people have been arrested in 
connection with burglaries. They were hitting El Dorado and Sacramento County as well. There 
have been no more door kicks recently.  
 

7) Public Comments:  Any member of the public may address the Municipal Advisory 
Council on any matter that is NOT listed on the agenda.  Comments will normally be limited to three 
(3) minutes per person at the discretion of the Chairperson. 

 
a. BJ Baker noticed street work on Douglas and Berg. They are opposed to a stop light 

there and wanted to know what’s going on there. 
b. Vicky Sacksteder with San Juan Water District wanted to announce an Open House to 

give water treatment tours and give updates on the state of water on August 20. There 
are flyers in the back with more information. 

c. Sandy Harris noticed PG&E poking holes in the newly paved area of Barton and now it 
has patchwork everywhere. Will this be repaired to its previous condition? 

 
8) Supervisor Report (If Supervisor Kirk Uhler is not present, Linda Brown will present)  

 
Supervisor pay will be on the ballot in October/November. It will limit pay to be no more than the 
average of Nevada, El Dorado and Sacramento County Supervisors.  
 
The Placer County Procurement Department has earned the 19th Annual Achievement of 
Excellence in Procurement Award for 2014. Placer County is one of only 46 government agencies 
in California and one of only 43 counties in the United States to receive the award. Placer County 
has received the award for 12 consecutive years. 
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The 2014 Achievement Award was given to Human Services by the National Association of 
Counties. The award honors the division for the creation of the innovative Human Service Center 
that has improved performance, processes and services to the community.  
 
A new contract was approved with Placer Public Employees Organization. The contract will be 
through June 30, 2017 and allows for a small raise. 
 
On September 16-18, the Board of Supervisors supports Gold Country veterans stand down will be 
held at the Placer County fairgrounds in Roseville. It will be a one-stop location for veterans to get 
resources, materials and contracts they need. This year's stand down will focus primarily on 
homeless and at-risk veterans. 

 
Virg Anderson asked if there is any coordination between the County and Utility 
companies. Supervisor Uhler answered, yes. For example, Dick Cook from Val Verde to 
Wells was awful. PCWA was planning on doing updates so the County delayed fixing it 
until PCWA did their updates. In regards to what is going on at Barton, he is not currently 
aware what is going on.  
 
In regards to the work on Barton, typically, it is the utility company’s responsibility to 
bring the road back up to the standard it was before they began work.  
 
In regards to Douglas and Berg, Stephanie Holloway with Public Works, can almost 
guarantee it’s not a stop light. Supervisor Uhler thinks it may be in connection with the 
shopping center doing a study for ingress, egress, and turn-arounds. 
 
Linda Brown gave an update on National Night Out.  National Night Out is always the 
first Tuesday in August and it is a nationwide event. Granite Bay had nine 
neighborhoods participate. Placer County was represented by the Sheriff's Department, 
K-9 unit, dispatch, Chaplaincy, South Placer Fire, CHP and Linda Brown, herself. She 
made it to five of the neighborhoods. A big hit with the children was the fire truck, 
paramedic vehicle and Ego the dog. Ego is excellent around children and adults. The 
children asked lots of questions about Ego but the one that stumped Deputy Harris was 
whether or not Ego was sensitive. The Granite Bay View will have an article on National 
Night Out in Granite Bay.  
 
Don DeSantis has moved out of the area and has resigned. The last day to accept 
applications for the MAC will be this Friday. 

9) Informational Item/Non-Action: 
a) Destination Placer; Tourism as a critical economic engine: Presented by Mora Rowe, 

Executive Director, Placer County Visitors Bureau & California Welcome Center-Auburn (20 
min.) 
The presentation will let us know what the Visitor Bureau and California Welcome Center-
Auburn do. We will learn how they encourage tourism in Placer County.  
 
The Placer County Visitors Bureau is run by a Board of 13 members. Their mission is to create 
the desire for the Placer County experience. Tourism and travel is a top California industry. It 
generates more than $106 billion per year for California businesses in travel related spending. 
There has been a 21.4% growth in the last 20 years and it is expected to grow 24.4% by 2017.  
 



The launch of Destination Placer starts with an assessment of the areas assets and resources. 
The original assessment was 200 pages, now it’s at 400 pages. Hunting is one of our biggest 
assets that we don’t market right now. Now we need to figure out what we have and what we 
need to promote. Looking at the outdoor activities, there were some major gaps. We didn’t have 
high quality photos and stories to share and promote what our assets are. 
 
 Content Development is what they are working on now to acquire photos, stories, anecdotes, 
quotes, testimonials, videos and press for Placer County, the cities and towns, chambers, 
business districts, organizations, businesses, area stakeholders, etc. They will create a 
database that all these groups can pull from and utilize for marketing. "Word of Mouth" is still 
considered the best way to attract new customers. Product and service recommendations for 
what is special in our area and region are valuable. They will also advertise awards. For 
example, our wineries are doing great and many have earned Best of Class and Gold medals in 
blind tastings. Carpe Vino in Auburn is one of AMERICA’s top 100 restaurants. We have six 
bike trails in the area. Folsom Lake is another great resource and we have no great, high 
resolution photos of Beals Point. Otow Orchards is huge resource that locals don’t know about 
but is popular with Sacramento and Bay Area “foodies.”  
 
They have one of the most comprehensive event calendars, so be sure to share your events 
with them. The Visitor’s Guide is the biggest piece they have created that will be released soon.  
 
They also have a California Welcome Center. It is amazing how many international visitors they 
get on a daily basis; it’s a great distribution spot.  We need to increase our visibility in State 
Guides. When they looked at all the guides for the State and we have very little presence. 
Fodor’s is updating their Gold Country Guide. Auburn is the only city listed. They listed 3 
museums and 2 restaurants, one of which was closed. 
 

b) Auburn Folsom Safety Project: Presented by, Stephanie Holloway, Associate Civil Engineer, 
Placer County Transportation Division (15 min.)  
Presentation of federal safety grant received to improve pedestrian and vehicle safety along 
Auburn Folsom Road and Joe Rodgers Road. Improvements include specialized pedestrian 
crossing signals, pedestrian activated flashers, electronic speed feedback sign, specialized 
pavement, guardrail replacement, and a short portion of sidewalk (along Joe Rodgers Road). 
 
They are working on Auburn Folsom and Joe Rogers and hope to go to construction in the 
Spring of 2015. There are four elements of this safety project. A little on the History – this is a 
safety project so the Federal Highways Foundation has a “pot of money” that is allocated for 
highway safety. They applied in 2012 and $740,000 was awarded for this project. There have 
been four fatal accidents and two severe injuries on this stretch in the past 15 years. There will 
be sidewalks constructed and a mid-block pedestrian signal where vehicles are held at a limit 
point with red lights. They will do an overlay to redo striping and widen sections, additional bike 
lanes, etc. Two areas will get a high friction overlay that will help reduce “run off the road” 
crashes. They are also updating guard rails to meet current standards and providing a radar 
feedback sign in the fourth section.  

i. A constituent asked if the Sandy Epoxy is biker friendly. They’ll be holding it out 
of the bike lane. It’s not a significantly different treatment to ride on but if you fall 
down it would be worse.  
 

c) What’s new at the Placer County Libraries? Presented by, Mary George, director of Library 
Services and Sophie Bruno, Interim Branch Manager of the Granite Bay Library  (10 min.) 
The presentation provides information on how the County and Granite Bay libraries have 
changed to meet resident’s needs. 
 
There is a humongous spread on the Granite Bay Library in the Granite Bay View. The Granite 
Bay Library is recognized as one of the jewels in the County crown and we really want to help it 
shine the way it should.  They have opened up the PALS literacy program to include family, 
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English second language, computer literacy and more. The library brought bookmarks and 
things for you to look at, and Brain Fuse, a great resource for everyone. There are also 
downloadable e-books, audio books and hopefully they will get DVDs eventually. They are 
trying to keep up with the digital age.  
 
Sophie Bruno just moved down here from the Auburn library about two months ago and gave 
her report. Our friends of the library had a book sale and raised almost $1000 just the first day. 
They do not have the final numbers yet. $2700 was raised on the day of giving in May. Most of 
which came from first time donors. The face lift is ongoing. The summer reading program just 
ended, based on a guinea pig model, and there has been a lot of enthusiasm in response to it 
from both children and parents. There were seven programs with 748 people attending and 
interacting in those programs. Next week our new library assistant will be starting, Sophie is 
currently finishing her degree in Library management.  

 
 
10) Action Item: None 
 
11) Correspondence – Found on Table at the rear of the room. 

 
12) Next Regular Meeting – September 3, 2014 

 
13) ADJOURNMENT 8:21 PM 
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