
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
NORTH TAHOE REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  

May 8, 2014 
 

Pursuant to notice given, the regular meeting of the North Tahoe Regional Advisory Council (NTRAC) was 
held on Thursday May 8, 2014 at the North Tahoe Event Center, 8318 North Lake Blvd., in Kings Beach, 
California. 
 
1. Call to Order 
RENEE KOIJANE called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. A quorum was established.  
MEMBERS PRESENT: Koijane, Roeder, Kupec, Drake, Jewett, and Siig 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Chillemi, Hill and Hymanson 
STAFF PRESENT: Montgomery, Kastan, and Friedman 

 
2.  MAC Member Introductions 
Everyone introduced himself or herself.  
                
3.  Approval of Agenda 
KUPEC/DRAKE/UNANIMOUS 
  
4.  Approval of Minutes of April 10, 2014 
DRAKE/ROEDER/Carried with abstention from SIIG who was not at the meeting 
 
5.  Supervisor / Tahoe Field Representative Reports 
MONTGOMERY presented the Labor Force Data Report for March, noting the unemployment rate in Placer 
County is 7.1%, compared with 8.4% for the state. She reviewed the local rates. MONTGOMERY said the 
County e-newsletter has articles of interest to the north shore. To receive it, contact MONTGOMERY or 
KASTAN. MONTGOMERY announced HYMANSON was appointed Associate Director of the US Davis 
Tahoe Environmental Research Center.  
 

A. B.B.,L.L.C. Properties Update 
MONTGOMERY reported the foreclosure proceedings are still in effect. The sale in March was postponed 
because the County is working with the current owner to get a deed-in-lieu, which would be an easier and less 
expensive way to transfer title. The proposed deed-in-lieu needs to be approved by the Placer County 
Department of Finance. In the meantime, the foreclosure remains in place. If the deed is approved, the property 
will be owned by the Successor Agency of the former Redevelopment Agency. In response to a question, 
MONTGOMERY said the intent is to find a private partner to redevelop the parcels as a whole. 
 
KASTAN reported he attended a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Alpine Sierra project.  
   
6.  Community Reports  
No reports were given. 
    
7.  NTRAC Member Reports  
DRAKE reported Slow Food Lake Tahoe is taking over management of Truckee Community Garden. 
Organizations can sponsor a bed and more community events will be held at the Garden. 
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ROEDER announced approximately $3 million was raised during Tuesday’s Big Day of Giving. Over 400  
organizations participated. It was a highly successful day and will support non-profits. Among the local 
beneficiaries is Placer Land Trust, which will receive $55,000. 
 
ROEDER attended a presentation by the Post Sustainability Institute. Its concept is that sustainable 
development is basically a ruse for government taking over private property. 
 
8.  Public Comment  
There were no comments on unagendized items.  
 
9.  Information Non-Action Item 

A. Martis Valley West Parcel Specific Plan Project – Stacy Wydra, Associate Planner, Placer County 
Planning, and Kurt Krieg, Senior Project Manager, CREW Tahoe L.L.C 

JEWETT recused himself because he is a full time employee of East West Partners. 
 
WYDRA and BLAKE RIVA of East West Partners presented specifics of the proposed project. RIVA 
explained Sierra Pacific Industries (SPI) has 2 significant land holdings on the east and west side of Highway 
267, totaling 7,560 acres. Most of the land is in Placer County and a small portion of each parcel is in the Tahoe 
Basin. RIVA gave details of the holdings, zoning, and the desire for East West to partner with SPI and shift 
entitlements from east to west. Ultimately, the desire is to preserve much of the east parcel and develop the west 
parcel, which is comprised of approximately 775 acres, 112 of which are in the Tahoe Basin. The current 
proposal calls for 85 acres (of the west parcel) to be developed (760 units) and the remainder would be for 
recreational use. RIVA showed maps indicating current zoning and proposed use. WYDRA discussed the 
process involved, which would require both an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for Placer County and an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA). A Specific Plan will 
be required and will be blended with the Area Plan. All documents will be available for public review and 
hearings. The Planning Commission will then make a recommendation to the Placer County Board of 
Supervisors, who will certify the EIR and act on the entitlements, Area Plan and Specific Plan. The County 
approvals will be submitted to TRPA for their approval. MONTGOMERY added that this will come back to 
NTRAC as an information item before an action is requested. 
 
The Council asked questions clarifying the proposed plan, documents required for the approval process, 
potential water issues, and the partnership. Zoning was discussed, as well as the proposed number of units and 
the easements.  
 
The topic was open for Public Comment.  
 
Open to Public Comment 
KERRY PARLETT asked for clarification on what SPI is doing with the land: is it being sold to the Land Trust 
or traded. RIVA described a couple of possible scenarios for the east parcel. PARLETT asked for clarification 
on the approval process and current zoning of the west parcel. 
 
TOM BURT asked about current zoning. WYDRA explained the current zoning, Forest Recreation, would 
allow camping among other uses.  
 
Public comment was closed. DRAKE said one fear in the community is that moving development rights sets a 
precedent. KUPEC asked which fire district would be responsible for the area. RIVA said there is talk of the 
land being annexed into the Northstar CSD. KOIJANE would like the original intent of the existing zoning 
clarified. 
 
10. Action Items 

A. North Tahoe Public Utility District (NTPUD) request for $232,713 of Placer County Park  



Dedication Fees to construct a dog park in the North Tahoe Regional Park – Tracey Towner, NTPUD 
Park and Facilities Manager 

TRACEY TOWNER of NTPUD presented the request to use Park Dedication fees to build a dog park and 
restroom facilities and make improvements to the road in that area. Using a map, she described the location of 
the proposed work. The total cost of the project is anticipated to be approximately $300,000. The balance of 
funds will come from non-profit donations and NTPUD. It was noted there is quite a bit of public support for 
the project. 
 
The Council asked questions clarifying the request, including the size, timing, and current vegetation. The 
current balance in this area’s Park Dedication fund is $433,000. 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Motion to recommend approval of $232,713 of Placer County Park Dedication Fees to construct a dog 
park, restrooms, and road improvements in the North Tahoe Regional Park. 
KUPEC/SIIG/UNANIMOUS 
 

B. Renewal of existing Rafting Licenses/Special Business Licenses and Conditional Use Permits for 
outdoor concessions to continue commercial river raft rentals businesses along the Truckee River 
for another three year term – Stacy Wydra 
a. Truckee River Raft Company – Sam and Toni Rudnick, Applicant 
b. Mountain Air Sports, Inc. – Richard Courcier, Applicant  

WYDRA presented request to renew the Licenses and Conditional Use Permits for the two rafting 
concessionaires. The ordinance calls for permits to be renewed every 3 years. The permitting allows 100 rafts 
per company on the river at any one time. The raft companies provide their customers education about keeping 
the river clean, clean-up of the river and surrounding area (by hiring a River Monitor), as well as porta-potties. 
Given this year’s drought, it is anticipated the commercial rafting season may only be about 3 weeks long, 
ending in mid-July. Commercial rafting only represents about 40% of rafters. After commercial rafting ceases 
operation, there will still be rafters. It is expected Tahoe City Public Utility District will assist with keeping the 
area clean. 
 
Discussion followed regarding how the commercial raft companies take responsibility for keeping the river area 
clean and options for when the River Monitor is no longer working.  
 
Motion to recommend renewal of existing Rafting Licenses/Special Business Licenses and Conditional 
Use Permits for outdoor concessions to continue commercial river raft rentals businesses along the 
Truckee River for another three year term. SIIG/DRAKE/UNANIMOUS 
 
11.  Future Agenda Items  
KASTAN said the Northstar Master Plan will be on the next agenda. He will distribute the draft EIR. 
An update on the anticipated fire situation this summer will be presented. 
A speaker from USGS will talk about emergency response. 
KOIJANE asked for an update regarding International Dark Skies. 
 
12.  Date and Time of Next Meeting – June 12, 2014, Tahoe City Public Utility District Board Room, 
       221 Fairway Drive, Tahoe City, California 
 
13. Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Friedman, Recording Secretary 



 


	County of Placer
	NORTH TAHOE REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

