
 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 

NORTH TAHOE REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL  
August 14, 2014 

 
Pursuant to notice given, the regular meeting of the North Tahoe Regional Advisory Council (NTRAC) was 
held on Thursday August 14, 2014 at the Tahoe City Public Utility District Board Room in Tahoe City, 
California. 
 
1. Call to Order 
RENEE KOIJANE called the meeting to order at 6:04 PM. A quorum was established.  
MEMBERS PRESENT: Koijane, Drake, Roeder, Hymanson, Jewett, and Chillemi 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Siig, Kupec, and Hill  
STAFF PRESENT: Montgomery, Kastan, and Friedman 

 
2.  MAC Member Introductions 
Everyone introduced himself or herself.  
                
3.  Approval of Agenda 
ROEDER/DRAKE/UNANIMOUS 
  
4.  Approval of Minutes of July 10, 2014 
HYMANSON/ROEDER/Carried with abstention from Drake 
 
5.  Supervisor / Tahoe Field Representative Reports 
SUPERVISOR MONTGOMERY announced upcoming events. She reported the 5th District Supervisor and 
Placer County CEO now have offices in Tahoe City at the Customs House. MONTGOMERY has put a plan 
together with the Truckee River Watershed Council, US Forest Service, and Tahoe City Public Utility District 
to keep the river clean, now that commercial rafting has stopped their operations and maintaining the area 
because of low river flows. After the summer season, she will have a meeting with stakeholders to identify 
solutions to the potentially ongoing need. MONTGOMERY announced no fees will be charged to those parking 
to attend public meetings at the Kings Beach Event Center. 
 
SANDY THRELFALL asked if a third lane of traffic is being installed in Homewood. MONTGOMERY said 
the current water quality project calls for two lanes with wide shoulders.  
 
6.  Community Reports  
There were no reports given. 
    
7.  NTRAC Member Reports  
HYMANSON reported the UC Davis Environmental Center has presented its State of the Lake report. Items of 
particular interest include that lake clarity is fairly stable at around 70’ and that accelerated impacts of climate 
change are being noted as the Lake has warmed about 4◦ in the last 100 years. It is anticipated the warming will 
continue at a similar rate. The report noted the research being done on the near-shore of the Lake that will 
hopefully lead reversing some of the negative trends being observed. 
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DRAKE announced the 5th Annual Slow Food Lake Tahoe Edible Garden Tour scheduled for September 14, 
2014.  
 
8.  Public Comment  
BILL THRELFALL of Homewood voiced concern about the lack of regulation for rental properties. More and 
more homes in his neighborhood are being rented and there have been problems with over capacity, parking, 
and noise. He noted the El Dorado County ordinance regarding this issue and asked that Placer County consider 
a similar model.  
 
9. Information Non-Action Item 

A.  Light Pollution and Dark Skies Issues – Jack Sales, International Dark Skies Association 
JACK SALES narrated a Power Point presentation that included pictures of what the skies look like with no 
light and with artificial light. He discussed light pollution and associated issues, including wasted energy. Sales 
presented ideas to protect the dark skies. He presented statistics of benefits of properly placed lighting and areas 
that have adopted lighting ordinances. Discussion followed as the Council asked questions regarding the 
presentation and what is being done locally to encourage Dark Skies. 
 

B. Placer County Tahoe Basin Community Plan – Release of the Notice of Preparation for the 
Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement and Next Steps – Crystal 
Jacobsen, Principal Planner – Advanced Planning, Placer County Planning Services 

CRYSTAL JACOBSEN reported the Notice of Preparation (NOP) was released on July 16 for the 30 day 
comment period. Many changes have been made, particularly in terminology, to more closely coincide with 
TRPA goals and guidelines. JACOBSON discussed the 4 Area Plans (now being called Implementing 
Ordinances) that will be consolidated into one Placer County Tahoe Basin Area Plan and what is being 
included. She clarified the Opportunity Sites identified in Tahoe City and Kings Beach. JACOBSEN reported 
on next steps. Because of concern that the NOP was released too soon, a 2nd will be released with the modified 
format requested by the TRPA Governing Board. It will include area-wide development standards and design 
guidelines for overall issues such as lighting and parking. Upcoming meetings and deadlines were reviewed.  
 
The Committee asked questions about the presentation. ROEDER was surprised to see the permanent 
population in the plan area has dropped and asked if the plan is based on the expectation of little or no growth in 
the next 20 years. JACOBSEN said the projections are based on the declining population numbers. 
HYMANSON asked for clarification on the meeting schedule and the lower density scale in Tahoe City. 
JACOBSEN clarified the newly proposed Conceptual Density Scale for the town centers. Discussion continued 
regarding the proposed Plan. 
 
The topic was open to Public Comment. 
SANDRA THRELFALL asked if TRPA is now giving the Counties planning authority. JACOBSON explained 
the delegation of authority, saying the County will have a new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
TRPA. MONTGOMERY explained the definitions interpreted by TRPA staff and how discussions moving 
forward need to be more broad. 
 
CINDY GUSTAFSON, General Manager of Tahoe City Public Utility District, said TRPA struggles to address 
many components of the community when trying to find solutions. She noted parcels in downtown Tahoe City 
are very small and most are at 100% coverage. When the Golf Course went into public hands, it was hoped 
some of that coverage could be used to encourage private development in town. However, the Golf Course is 
not in the town center. A balance needs to be found. 
 
MONTGOMERY echoed comments about TRPA. Often the staff is very supportive, but the Governing Board 
members don’t always have direct contact with the communities. She commended JACOBSEN for the great job 
she has done shepherding this process through so many changes.  



10.  Future Agenda Items  
• Lake Tahoe Geographic Response Team (Emergency Response Team) 
• Vector Control 
• NTPUD Administrative Building and a general update from the District, including the dog park 

 
11.  Date and Time of Next Meeting – September 11, 2014, North Tahoe Event Center, 8318 North Lake  
        Blvd., in Kings Beach, California 
 
12. Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Friedman, Recording Secretary 
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