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175 Fulweiler Avenue 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF 
SQUAW VALLEY MUNICIPAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

March 3, 2016 
 

Pursuant to notice given, the regular meeting of the Squaw Valley Municipal Advisory Council 
(SVMAC) was held on Thursday March 3, 2016 in the Squaw Valley Public Service District Community 
Meeting Room. 
 
1. Call to Order 
ROMACK called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM. A quorum was established.  
MEMBERS PRESENT: Romack, Lange, Strange, Stepner, and Adriani 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Heneveld 
STAFF PRESENT: Montgomery, Kastan, and Friedman 

 
2.  MAC Member Introductions 
All Members introduced themselves. 
  
3.  Approval of Agenda 
ADRIANI/STRANGE/UNANIMOUS 
 
4.  Approval of Minutes of February 4, 2016 
Motion to approve as amended. STEPNER/LANGE/UNANIMOUS 
 
5.  Supervisor / Tahoe Field Representative Reports 
SUPERVISOR MONTGOMERY reported the Board of Supervisors will be meeting in Tahoe April 18 
and 19. The location will be advised. Included on the agendas will be an update on all projects in the 
Tahoe area, the Area Plan Update, Speedboat Beach, and the Transit Plan.  
 
MONTGOMERY announced upcoming events, including an Area 4 Plan on Aging presentation on 
March 16 at the Truckee Town Hall and the March 19 Kids First Breakfast at the Boys and Girls Club. 
MONTGOMERY will be one of the 19 Celebrity Chefs at the Breakfast, which is a fundraiser for the 
Club.  
 
MONTGOMERY reported a statewide update indicates the great work JOHN MELROSE is doing as 
Veterans Services Officer for Placer County.  
 
KASTAN reported the proposed Open Container Prohibition Ordinance was pulled from the Board of 
Supervisors agenda for now. The item will come back to the Board at a later date.  
 
6.  Community Reports 
Placer County Sheriff’s Office Community Services Officer MELINDA MAHLER reminded everyone to 
register their skis and snowboards so they can be returned if stolen and recovered. Thefts have been an 
issue this winter. 
 
 
7.  Public Comment  
MICHAEL CARABETTA asked that SVMAC help with continuing traffic issues on Squaw Valley Road, 
including speeding and unauthorized parking. He has contacted CHP and was told Squaw Valley was 



 

responsible. CARABETTA asked SVMAC to invite whoever is responsible to a meeting to discuss how 
to address the issues. He presented a written statement. KASTAN will investigate this issue to determine 
if it will be on a future SVMAC agenda. 
 
KELLY HOPSTETTER with Gary Davis Group said an amendment to the Conditions of Approval for the 
Faulkner project will be coming to SVMAC next month.  
 
8.  Action Item 

A. Proposed Medical Marijuana Ordinance – in light of the October 9th, 2015 passage of the 
California Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act (MMRSA) regarding commercial medical 
marijuana cultivation, Placer County is in the process of drafting an ordinance that seeks to 
balance the legal rights of patients and caregivers with those of adjoining neighbors and other 
community members with regards to the cultivation, production, and distribution of this product in 
the unincorporated areas of the County. County staff will provide an overview of the recently 
passed state legislation (MMRSA) and an overview of the proposed Medical Marijuana 
Ordinance. The proposed ordinance will be presented to the Board of Supervisors for action at a 
future date – Josh Huntsinger, Placer County Agricultural Commissioner, Bekki Regan, Deputy 
County Executive Officer, Placer County Executive Office and George Rosasco, Supervising 
Planner, Placer County Planning Services 

JOSH HUNTSINGER said the purpose of tonight’s meeting is to get input and present a general overview 
of the proposed approach. At this point, there is no draft ordinance. He showed a short video outlining the 
issues being considered.  
 
BEKKI REGAN discussed the changing landscape of marijuana laws across the country. She said 28 
states have revised their approach to marijuana. She noted California Proposition 215 passed by voters 
and the Senate bill, however the laws did not have regulation guidelines, which led to other issues. In 
October the Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act (MMRSA) was passed in California. It 
addressed licensing of dispensaries and physician recommendations and allowed local jurisdictions to 
retain regulatory authority to establish fees and a tax structure. That said, taxes must be approved by the 
electorate. If a county does not establish an ordinance by March 1, the State will do it. Therefore, on 
January 5, 2016, the Placer County Board of Supervisors had a first reading of an ordinance asserting 
County authority. 
 
HUNTSINGER reviewed the goals established by the County to guide development of an ordinance and 
said that his office has been designated to take the lead. He anticipates a strict set of regulations and a 
high level of accountability and explained the mechanisms by which that will happen including annual 
permitting and inspections, enforcement, and a “Track & Trace” system to insure the inventory remains in 
the state of California and every part of any grow is accounted for whether it’s used for testing or retail 
sales. HUNTSINGER discussed personal versus commercial grows and proposed standards. 
 
GEORGE ROSASCO reviewed the proposed action items for tonight’s meeting, which were clarified at 
the end of the presentations and comments.  
 
The Council members asked questions clarifying the proposed regulations. In response to ADRIANI’s 
questions, it was noted that the County probably would not regulate an indoor personal grow, but if it is a 
commercial grow, a tenant would need approval from the homeowner.  
 
STRANGE asked if there is evidence from other states that moving in this direction has reduced criminal 
activity. REGAN explained the detailed research she has done and said it appears some criminal activity 
has been reduced because there is more product on the market. However it may be more available to 
young people. Because of that, the recommendation may include a provision to allocate some of the tax 
revenue to educational programs. There are studies that indicate patients using medical marijuana receive 
better product because it meets certain standards. Representatives from the Sheriff’s Office present at 



 

tonight’s meeting spoke to the issues they see in the schools and impaired driving and the need for more 
effective drug and alcohol awareness programs. 
 
LANGE suggested an equivalent to the Alcohol Beverage Control board be instituted to reduce the 
enforcement burden. He voiced concern that the fees and tax revenue may just go into the general fund. 
REGAN said the fees can only cover the County’s costs for inspection, licensing, permitting, etc., but 
revenues could also be used to address social implications.  
 
STEPNER asked for clarification on the proposed ballot measure to levy tax. He agreed that any revenues 
should only go to administration and regulation. STEPNER asked about neighboring counties and how 
inventory would be controlled between them. It was noted that each County is developing an ordinance. 
The Track & Trace system will help and marijuana grown commercially can only go to licensed 
dispensaries within that County.  
 
ROMACK asked how licenses will be controlled. HUNTSINGER said that is still being considered. 
There will be a strict set of requirements that may self-regulate the number of licenses, but at this point, 
there may not be a limit to the number of cultivation permits issued. As many as 4000 requests for 
cultivation may be anticipated, but at this point it’s an unknown. 
 
Discussion continued regarding taxing, how revenues would be allocated, possible ramifications of the 
ordinance, including driving the cost of marijuana down, and regulations that could specify how close to 
schools, hospitals, or churches a dispensary can be open. It was clarified that the regulations will be for 
medical dispensaries, not recreational use purchases.  
 
The topic was open to public comment.  
BOB BARNETT will be curious to see the regulations. This is a health issue and if it can be taxed and the 
funds to go education, everyone will do better. 
 
CHER BALLOU said California law is very explicit and the voters have spoken by approving Prop 215. 
The County shouldn’t be allowed to write any more regulation than what is already in the law. BALLOU 
said tobacco and alcohol are more dangerous. She said that no other medicine is taxed and this is for 
medical marijuana. 
 
RAY VILLA suggested looking at reports from other states that indicate negative impacts from 
recreational and medical use of marijuana. His neighbor has an illegal grow house and employees go to 
work under the influence. There is a significant recreational use problem. 
 
DAVID OBARTA, President of Green Trees Wellness, read a statement in support of medical marijuana 
and described the benefits seen in a similar area, Boulder, Colorado. 
 
RICH MILLER from Americans for Safe Access gave examples of revenues realized in Sacramento and 
said patients need access to their medicine. The proposed Track & Trace system makes it easy to account 
for every gram of product. 
 
KARA FOX introduced her young son Julian, who is a medical marijuana patient because the product 
controls his seizures. She said many children in this community are patients. FOX thanked the County for 
taking a positive stance on the issue. 
 
LEE GRAHAM asked if the ordinance will include end use products such as topicals and baked goods. 
The answer was yes.  
 
Public comment was closed and the Council considered the request for recommendations. There was 
discussion on options for setting metrics to evaluate the impact of the ordinance. ROSASCO and REGAN 
agreed that options will be explored to identify baselines and measurements. 



 

 
1) Motion to recommend that Placer County implement land use regulations to control the location 
and operation of medical marijuana businesses and facilities in unincorporated Placer County. 
Further, Placer County should make an effort to develop baselines to evaluate illegal and illicit use 
and improved access by patients. The date collected will be evaluated in two years. 
ADRIANI/STRANGE/UNANIMOUS 
 
2) Motion to recommend the industry bear the cost of regulation through licensing fees and general 
taxes, as long as tax revenues are allocated to offsetting negative impacts of marijuana. 
ADRINAI/STRANGE/Carried with STEPNER and LANGE voting no (3:2) 
 
3) Motion to recommend a comprehensive framework for regulation of medical marijuana 
including: 
Allow and regulate outdoor cultivation 
Allow and regulate indoor cultivation 
Allow regulate dispensaries 
STEPNER/LANGE/UNANIMOUS 
 
9. MAC Member Reports / Sub-Committee Reports  

A. Squaw Valley Design Review – Kevin Strange 
Today’s meeting was cancelled.  
 

B. Parks and Recreation – Lindsay Romack and Ed Heneveld 
No update was given. 
 

C. Shirley Canyon Trails – Alisa Adriani 
ADRIANI reported Kevin Star is no longer part of Trail Days. Allison Pedley is not ready to schedule the 
next trail day. 
 
10.  Future Agenda Items  

• Faulkner variance 
 
ADRIANI asked that when the Planning Department reports back on their findings regarding the Resort at 
Squaw Creek project, they be prepared to clarify the lot line adjustments.  
 
11. Date and Time of Next Meeting – April 7, 2016 at 6:00 PM 
  
12. Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 8:16 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Judy Friedman, Recording Secretary 
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