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This document was prepared, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines, to serve as an Addendum to the previously certified 
Amazing Facts Ministry Final Environmental Impact Report, which consists of the Draft EIR and 
Final EIR. The County of Placer is the lead agency for the environmental review of the proposed 
Amazing Facts Ministry house of worship (project). 

1.1 BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THE ADDENDUM 

The Amazing Facts Ministry (applicant) originally proposed to construct a 17-acre campus to 
support a new Amazing Facts Ministry facility. This original proposal consisted of the 
construction of 208,020 square feet of building space to be implemented in two phases. On 
June 7, 2012, the County of Placer Planning Commission tentative approval only allowed for the 
first phase of the proposal, which consists of 118,020 square feet of facilities. In response to this 
Planning Commission approval, the applicant re-examined their objectives and evaluated the 
affects of the “Phase 1 Only” tentative approval.  As a result of the applicant’s feasibility 
analysis, they have proposed a reduced project alternative.  

OVERVIEW OF THE PROPOSED REDUCED PROJECT ALTERNATIVE  

The original proposed project as analyzed in the Amazing Facts Ministry Final EIR included the 
construction of a 17-acre campus to support a new Amazing Facts Ministry facility. The project 
was supposed to be constructed in two phases with buildings totaling 208,020 square feet. 
Phase I included a 106,800 square-foot multi-use building consisting of an auditorium/ 
gymnasium, ministry offices, Sabbath school classrooms, a fireside chapel, an audio/visual 
production suite, and kitchen facilities. Phase I also included a separate 11,220-square-foot 
resource center building. Phase II consisted of a 90,000-square-foot multi-use building, which 
was proposed to replace the Phase I multi-use building’s function as the main sanctuary and 
serve as the permanent worship facility with seating for 2,000 people. Approximately 625 on-site 
parking spaces were proposed as part of Phase I and an additional 275 parking spaces as part 
of Phase II for a total of approximately 900 spaces (Original Project). 

In response to the Planning Commission approval, the applicant redesigned the project to meet 
their project objectives generally within the approved Phase 1 building footprint (reduced project 
alternative). This alternative includes the following, which would be constructed in a single 
construction phase (also see Table 1-1): 

 A worship building of approximately 95,700 square feet in place of the originally 
proposed 90,000-square-foot multi-use building from Phase I of the original project. 

 The elimination of the 11,220-square-foot Resource Center from Phase I of the original 
project. (The functions this building would have provided would be incorporated into the 
worship building.) 

 A two-story administration building of approximately 24,400 square feet in the place 
where the 106,800-square-foot multi-use building was originally proposed to be located 
in Phase I of the Original Project. 
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TABLE 1-1 
PROJECT COMPARISON 

Original Project* Approved Project Reduced Project Alternative 

Phase I Phase I Phase I 

 11,220-Square-Foot 
Resource Center Building 

 
 106,800-Square-Foot Multi-

Use Building 

 

 Total Phase I = 118,020 

 11,220-Square-Foot 
Resource Center Building 

 
 106,800-Square-Foot Multi-

Use Building 

 

 

 95,700-Square-Foot Worship 
Building  
 

 24,400-Square-Foot Two-
Story Administration Building 

Phase II Phase II Phase II 

 90,000-Square-Foot Multi-
Use Building 

Not Approved No Phase II 

Total Square Footage: 208,020 Total Square Footage: 118,220 Total Square Footage: 120,100 

*The Commission certified the Final EIR for the original project. 

 
The reduced project alternative results in a reduction of approximately 87,920 square feet of 
building space compared with the originally proposed project (reduced  project alternative = 
120,100 square -feet; original project proposal = 208,020 square feet) and is slightly larger in 
response to the County Planning Commission’s tentative approval from the June 7, 2012, 
Planning Commission meeting. Figure 1-1a through c demonstrates the proposed reduced 
project alternative in comparison to the originally proposed project’s building footprint, while 
Figures 1-2a through d show the alternative building elevations. According to the project 
applicant, the alternative includes the following key changes: 

 The proposed worship building of the reduced project alternative would have 1,650 seats 
instead of the proposed 2,000 seats in the Original Project and the 1,300 in the 
approved project. 

 Grading (earthwork) is reduced by approximately 2,200 cubic yards, and the amount of 
material hauled off site would be reduced from 40,000 cubic yards to approximately 
37,800 cubic yards. 

 The number of parking spaces proposed is reduced under the reduced project 
alternative from a total of 900 spaces to 670 spaces. 

 The overall land disturbance associated with construction (land clearing and grubbing) 
under the reduced project alternative is reduced by 2.3 acres. 

 The amount of area encompassing oak woodland impacts is reduced from 
approximately 6.4 acres to 4.5 acres under the reduced project alternative. 

 The amount of retaining wall area is reduced by approximately 11,000 square feet. 

 The amount of paving and base rock quantities are reduced by approximately 83,000 
square feet under the reduced project alternative. 
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 The reduced project alternative would be built in just one construction phase as opposed 
to two construction phases with the Original Project. Therefore, the off-site sewer 
improvements would also be constructed entirely at one time instead of in two separate 
phases, thus avoiding an additional disruption period along Sierra College Boulevard.  

 The existing sewer pumps in Cavitt Ranch Subdivision will no longer be affected due to 
the reduced size and will not need to be replaced.   

The analysis provided in this Addendum (see Section 2.0 for the technical analysis) provides 
substantial evidence to support the conclusion that none of the circumstances requiring a 
subsequent EIR be prepared as set forth in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 would result from 
approval of the proposed reduced project alternative.  

1.2 ORGANIZATION  

SECTION 1.0 – INTRODUCTION 

Section 1.0 provides an introduction and overview describing the intended use of the EIR 
Addendum. This section also provides a detailed description of the reduced project alternative 
to the original Amazing Facts Ministry project.  

SECTION 2.0 – ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

Section 2.0 provides substantial evidence to support that none of the circumstances set forth in 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 that would require preparation of a subsequent EIR would 
result from approval of the reduced project alternative. CEQA Guidelines Section 15164 and the 
Addendum’s consistency with these guidelines are also addressed. 

REFERENCES 

This section provides a list of materials used and persons contacted in the preparation of this 
Addendum.  
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Figure 1-1a
Proposed Reduced Project Alternative

Site Plan
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Figure 1-1b
Proposed Reduced Project Alternative

Grading Plan
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