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2.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

2.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Amazing Facts Ministry is a multifaceted, Christian media ministry which includes television, 

radio, Internet, publishing, and the Amazing Facts School of Evangelism. The proposed Project 

includes construction of a 17-acre campus to support a new Amazing Facts Ministry facility on a 

site fronting onto Sierra College Boulevard between Nightwatch Drive and Ridge Park Drive in 

Placer County, California. The Project site is a single parcel identified by two assessor’s parcel 

numbers (APNs): 046-050-006 and 046-050-008 of 69.1 acres and 5.1 acres, respectively, and 

totaling 74.2 acres. A summary of the proposed development is provided in Table 2-1 below. The 

reader is also referred to Section 3.0, Project Description, for a full description of the proposed 

Project. 

TABLE 2-1 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT SUMMARY 

Project Phase Components 
Total Square 

Footage 
Capacity 
(seats) 

Parking Employees 

Phase I 
Multi-Use Facility 

Resource Center 

106,800 

11,220 
1,300 625 97 

Phase II Permanent Worship Facility 90,000 2,000 275 0 

  208,020 2,0001 900 97 

Notes: 

1 – The Phase II worship facility would replace the temporary worship facility within the Phase I multi-use facility; therefore, no 
additional capacity would be added with Phase II. 

2.2 PROJECT LOCATION 

The proposed Amazing Facts house of worship would be located in Placer County, California, 

within the unincorporated community of Granite Bay (Figure 3-1). The Project site comprises a 

single parcel identified by two assessor’s parcel numbers (APN 046-050-006 [69.1 acres] and 

APN 046-050-008 [5.1 acres]) totaling 74.2 acres bordered by Sierra College Boulevard on the 

north between Nightwatch Drive and Ridge Park Drive (Figure 3-2). The property abuts the City 

of Rocklin along the north property line and extends south to property at the end of Oak Hill Lane 

in Placer County. Within the county, the Project site is bordered by San Juan Water District 

(SJWD) property along its northeastern corner and by rural residential property along its eastern, 

southern, and western boundaries. The SJWD property contains a water storage reservoir and is 

accessed via an unpaved road within an access easement that runs through the Project site. The 

adjacent rural residential area to the south is largely undeveloped, with sparse, large-lot 

residential developments located throughout. In addition, several large, estate-style homes have 

been recently developed or are under construction to the west along Cavitt Ranch Place. The 

house of worship campus would occupy approximately 17 acres in the northwest corner of the 

property (Figure 3-3) and would be constructed in two phases (Figure 3-4). The remaining 

approximately 57 acres, which have the same Community Plan designation and County zoning, 

are not currently proposed for development. 

The church has a recently formed Granite Bay membership, with 300 families meeting at the 

Shepherd of the Sierra in Loomis (at the northwest corner of Rocklin and Barton roads). Regional 

access to the site would be provided by Interstate 80, which is approximately 1.5 miles northwest 
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of the site. Major roadways in the vicinity include Sierra College Boulevard, which fronts the site, 

Rocklin Road (approximately 1 mile north of the site), and Douglas Boulevard (approximately 

2.5 miles to the south). 

2.3 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of the proposed Project include: 

 Develop the Amazing Facts house of worship facility and offices to accommodate the 

multifaceted ministry that supports their local and worldwide mission; 

 Develop a house of worship facility to serve the surrounding community; 

 Provide development that exhibits architectural design consistent with the Granite Bay 

Community Plan and Placer County Design Guidelines;  

 Create an efficient circulation pattern for vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists;  

 Provide adequate infrastructure and public services to support the proposed development;  

 Identify and incorporate natural resources into the proposed development area as feasible;  

 Provide for the orderly and systematic development of the proposed Project in a method 

consistent with the Placer County Zoning Ordinance; 

 Attain the goal of eventually building a 2,000-seat facility with supporting ministry space; 

 Provide phasing of the Project that will address the possibility of future growth in the 

congregation; and 

 Build and provide a worship facility that will accommodate the long-term growth and 

ultimate congregation size. 

2.4 ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT  

This Draft EIR evaluates several alternatives to the proposed project that would eliminate or 

reduce the significant impacts of the proposed Project. The alternatives analyzed are described in 

detail in Section 17.0 and are summarized below. 

2.4.1 No Project – Alternative 1 

Alternative 1 is the “No Project” alternative for the Amazing Facts Ministry project. Evaluation 

of the No Project alternative is required by CEQA. By definition, the No Project alternative 

assumes that no development would occur on the project site. None of the project impacts would 

occur with implementation of the No Project alternative. The site is assumed to remain in its 

existing condition as a vacant parcel of undeveloped land.   

Under the No Project alternative, environmental conditions on the site would remain unchanged. 

Impacts predicted to occur as a result of the proposed project would not occur, including 

increased traffic on nearby roadways and intersections. Cumulative development would occur as 

described in this Draft EIR, but the No Project alternative would not contribute to these effects. 
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The No Project alternative would also cause the fewest environmental impacts of any alternative. 

However, the No Project alternative would not achieve any of the objectives of the proposed 

Project.  

2.4.2 Development Under Existing Zoning – Alternative 2 

Alternative 2 would involve development of the Project site consistent with the existing General 

Plan and Community Plan land use designations of Rural Estate 4.6-acre to 20-acre minimum and 

zoning of F-B-X 20-acre minimum (Farm, combining a minimum building site size of 20 acres). 

This current zoning allows creation of lots no smaller than 20 acres in size. Therefore, 

implementation of Alternative 2 would allow the creation of three residential lots (minimum of 20 

acres) should the entire 74.2-acre project site be developed according to the base zoning for this 

property. 

2.4.3 Reduced Scale House of Worship – Alternative 3 

Alternative 3 would involve construction of just Phase I of the proposed Project. This alternative 

includes the approximately 106,800-square-foot multi-use house of worship facility, an 11,220-

square-foot resource center building, and a total of 625 parking spaces. Access to the site is 

anticipated to remain the same for this alternative. 

Overall, the No Project alternative was identified as the environmentally superior alternative. 

Among the “build” alternatives, Alternative 2 was identified as the environmentally superior 

“action” alternative. The alternatives and analyses are described in more detail for each 

environmental resource in Section 17.0 of this Draft EIR.  

2.5 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND PROPOSED AND RECOMMENDED 
MITIGATION 

This Draft EIR presents information concerning the environmental setting of the Project area, 

identifies the Project’s potential impacts to the environment, and recommends mitigation 

measures to reduce these impacts. The environmental resources analyzed include land use and 

agriculture, population, housing, and employment, biological resources, cultural resources, visual 

resources, traffic and circulation, air quality, noise, geology, soils, and seismicity, hydrology and 

water quality, public services and utilities, hazardous materials and hazards, and climate change. 

The proposed Project’s consistency with the policies of the Placer County General Plan and the 

Granite Bay Community Plan is analyzed in Chapters 4.0 through 16.0.  

The location of discussions related to environmental impacts in this Draft EIR is identified in 

Table 2-2 below. Table 2-3 summarizes the potential impacts of the proposed Project by 

environmental resource. Impacts can be construction-related or they can be the short- or long-

term result of Project operation. The applicant has worked with the County to anticipate and 

mitigate potential adverse environmental effects of the proposed Project; these effects are 

identified in the chapters that discuss each resource area. If an impact is determined to be 

significant or potentially significant, applicant-proposed mitigation measures and additional 

mitigation measures (if applicable) are identified. These mitigation measures are also summarized 

in Table 2-3.  
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TABLE 2-2  
CONSIDERATION AND DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

Topic Location of Discussion in this Draft EIR 

Significant environmental effects of the 

proposed project  

Summary in Table 2-3 

Discussions in: 

 Impact subsections of Sections 4.0 through 16.0 

 Cumulative Impacts, Section 18.0 

Significant environmental effects which 

cannot be avoided if the proposed project 

is implemented  

Summary in Table 2-3  

Discussions in: 

 Impact subsections of Section 4.0 through 16.0 

 Cumulative Impacts, Section 18.0 

Mitigation measures proposed to 

minimize the significant effects  

Summary in Table 2-3  

Impacts and Mitigation Measures subsections of Sections 4.0 

through 16.0 

Alternatives to the proposed project  
Summary in Table 17-1  

Section 17.0  

Growth-inducing impacts of the 

proposed project  
Section 18.0 

Significant irreversible environmental 

changes which would be involved in the 

proposed project should it be 

implemented  

Section 18.0  

The proposed Project would result in seven impacts that would remain significant or potentially 

significant after mitigation. These include:  

Impact 8.2 Adversely Affect a Scenic Vista 

Impact 9.1 Impacts to Intersection of Sierra College Boulevard/Rocklin Road 

Impact 9.2 Impacts to Intersection of Sierra College Boulevard/Nightwatch Drive 

Impact 9.3 Impacts to Intersection of Sierra College Boulevard/Rocklin Road 

Impact 9.4 Impacts to Intersection of Sierra College Boulevard/Southside Ranch Road 

Impact 9.5 Impacts to Intersection of Sierra College Boulevard/Nightwatch Drive 

Impact 9.6 Impacts to Sierra College Boulevard/Proposed Project Access Intersection 

Impact 16.1: Generate Greenhouse Gas Emissions During Project Construction That May 

Have a Significant Impact on the Environment or Conflict with an Applicable 

Adopted Reduction Plan, Policy, and/or Regulation 
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Impact 16.2: Generate Greenhouse Gas Emissions During Project Operation That May Have a 

Significant Impact on the Environment or Conflict with Applicable Adopted 

Reduction Plan, Policy, and/or Regulation  

Cumulative Visual Resources Impact 

Cumulative Impacts to the Intersection of Sierra College Boulevard/Rocklin Road 

Cumulative Impacts to the Intersection of Sierra College Boulevard/Southside Ranch Road 

Cumulative Impacts to the Intersection of Sierra College Boulevard/Proposed Project Access 

Cumulative Impacts to the Intersection of Sierra College Boulevard/Nightwatch Drive  

Cumulative Air Quality Impact 
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2.6 AREAS OF CONTROVERSY/ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED 

Aspects of the proposed project that could be of public concern are listed below. The EIR section 

that addresses these concerns is in parenthesis. 

 Conversion of existing agricultural and open space to urbanized use (Section 4.0);  

 Visual impacts to the existing community (Section 8.0); 

 Traffic congestion (Section 9.0); 

 Loss or degradation of biological resources, including wetlands and special-status plant 

habitat (Section 6.0). 

The County conducted a public scoping session on March 3, 2009, to gather public input on the 

environmental issues that should be included as a part of this EIR. Issues and concerns identified 

at that public meeting include: 

 Project site visibility (Section 8.0); 

 Conflicts with community’s goals and policies (General Plan consistency analysis tables 

throughout the document); 

 Intensity of uses proposed on the Project site (Section 4.0); 

 Building exterior design (Section 8.0); 

 Building height (Section 8.0); 

 Location of house of worship in relation to needs of the community (Section 4.0); 

 Traffic monitoring with the increase of traffic at the intersection of Sierra College Boulevard 

and Nightwatch Road (Section 9.0); 

 Runoff and contaminants from cars (Sections 12.0 and 13.0); 

 Downhill runoff (Sections 12.0 and 13.0); 

 Ground and soil impacts to the area (Section 12.0); 

 Sediments from construction to adjacent properties (Section 12.0); 

 Saturated topsoil and flooding due to proposed paved surfaces (Section 12.0); 

 Neighbors with ponds and water rights from the intermittent drainage courses (Section 13.0); 

 The proposed on-site Sabbath classrooms (Section 4.0); and 

 Overflow parking on Sierra College Boulevard and surrounding small roads (Section 9.0). 

 



 


