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INTRODUCTION

The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) has been listed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the California Department of Fish and Game as an endangered
species (USFWS 1986, Jurek 1988). The number of occupied bald eagle territories in
California has increased from 32 in 1977 to 93 in 1990; since 1989 the distribution
of nest sites has expanded considerably across the state (Jurek 1990). New sites in
Humboldt, Mono, Santa Barbara, and San Bernardino Counties have greatly expanded
the nesting range of the bald eagle beyond the core area in the northeastern portion
of the state.

The plan written for the recovery of bald eagles in the Pacific states (USFWS
1986) outlined several objectives to implement the recovery of the species.
According to the plan, secure habitat should be provided for the bald eagle, and
suitable habitats that are currently unused but that appear capable of supporting
nesting pairs should be identified and protected. Steenhof (1988) stated that
identifying potential, but unused, habitat is critical for land managers faced with
pressures from development and the need to protect areas for recovering populations
of endangered species. Further, wintering habitat must be managed to support both
the existing eagle populations and to allow for the needs of an expanding eagle
population (USFWS 1986). Numbers of eagles wintering in California have been
variable, but counts of eagles each year have ranged from 514 to 1344 (Detrich 1990).

The bald eagle recovery plan designated 47 zones within the Pacific states for
which recovery goals were established (USFWS 1986). The California portion of the
Lake Tahoe Basin is located in the zone 28 management area of the bald eagle recovery
plan (USFWS 1986). The goal for this zone is 15 breeding pairs of bald eagles, with
3 of those pairs on the California side of the Lake Tahoe Basin. There are currently
four occupied territories in the management zone (Jurek 1990), but none are within
the Lake Tahoe area.

The goals of this investigation were to determine the suitability of the
California portion of the Lake Tahoe Basin for the support of both nesting and
wintering bald eagles, and to make recommendations pertaining to land management
practices which might facilitate attracting bald eagles to the area. Resource
enhancement which could allow the Lake Tahoe Basin to support nesting bald eagles or
increase the number of wintering eagles supported are suggested.
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