PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Homewood Mountain Resort is in the processing of upgrading their existing ski area for the benefit of local and visiting clientele, and to provide an exclusive and family oriented destination resort.  Environmental review policies, which are in compliance with antiquities mandates and guidelines established by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA Section 5024, Public Resources Code), and Chapter 29 of the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) Code of Ordinances, require that a cultural resource evaluation be performed to assess potential impacts of project developments upon heritage resources.  Archaeological work was conducted by Susan Lindström, Ph.D., consulting archaeologist to Homewood Mountain Resort.  Lindström is a qualified professional who holds a doctoral degree in anthropology and has maintained certification by the Register of Professional Archaeologists since 1982.  The intent of this archaeological study was to conduct a literature review and records search to identify known heritage resources within the project area and assess potential archaeological sensitivity and cultural resource significance.  

NATURAL SETTING

Homewood Mountain Resort is situated midway along the west shore of Lake Tahoe.  It occupies a steep to moderately steep slope between the western sierran crest and the lake.  Elevations range from about 8,000 feet on the west to 6,230 feet at State Route 89 along the lakeshore.  The project area is drained by Madden Creek and Homewood Canyon.  Flows from Quail Lake on the south and Lake Louise on the west contribute to this watershed.  

Soils in the area are described as ranging from fine sandy loam to gravelly sandy loam and Quaternary glacial deposits characterize the drainage channels.  Geologic formations in the project vicinity and west of Lake Tahoe contain a few narrow gold-quartz veins which occur in granodiorite and pyritic bodies in hornfels and schist (Clark 1970:125).

Vegetation within the resort is classified as part of the boreal region (Storer and Usinger 1971).  Dominant tree species include virgin stands of red fir, and western white pine and mountain hemlock.  Open areas are covered by manzanita and ceanothus.  It is doubtful that modern plant and animal communities closely resemble their pristine composition due to historic and modern disturbance.  In prehistoric times the area is thought to have supported a luxuriant growth of native bunch grasses which allowed an abundant large game population (deer and mountain sheep) and provided a nutritious source of seeds for use by early peoples.  The most significant human modifications of the project vicinity include historic and modern logging and more recent commercial/residential activities and recreational development of Homewood Ski area since 1961.

CULTURAL SETTING

PREHISTORY

A large view divides the prehistory of the Sierra Nevada and adjoining regions into intervals marked by changes in lifeways that represent major stages of cultural evolution (Elston et al. 1977; Heizer and Elsasser 1953).  In broadest terms, the archaeological signature of the Tahoe Sierra marks a trend from hunting-based societies in earlier times to populations that were increasingly reliant upon plants and other diverse resources by the time of historic contact.  The transition may be attributed partially to factors involving paleoclimate, a shifting subsistence base, and demographic change.  The oldest Pre-Archaic remains suggest occupation by about 9,000 years ago (Tahoe Reach Phase).  Other Pre-Archaic to Early Archaic occupation dating from about 7,000 years ago (Spooner Phase) has been documented.  The most intensive period of occupation in the region may have occurred at varying intervals between 4,000 and 500 years ago (Martis Phases during the Early and Middle Archaic, and Early Kings Beach Phase during the Late Archaic).  The protohistoric ancestors of the Washoe (Late Kings Beach Phase), also of Late Archaic times, may date roughly from 500 years ago to historic contact.

WASHOE HISTORY

The project area falls within the center of Washoe or Wa She Shu territory (Downs 1966; Nevers l976).  The Washoe regard all prehistoric remains and sites within the Tahoe Basin as associated with their own history.  In support of this contention, they point to the traditions of their neighbors, which include stories about migrations and movement, whereas theirs do not (Rucks 1996:6).  

The ethnographic record suggests that during the mild season, small groups traveled through high mountain valleys collecting edible and medicinal roots, seeds and marsh plants.  Ethnographic camps in the project's vicinity are recorded at the mouth of McKinney Creek (Freed 1966:80, No. 13) and Blackwood Creek (Freed 1966:81, No. 15).  The former camp, referred to by the Washoe as cu'wE'thUkhwO'tha, was used as a base for fishing and collecting berries and medicinal plants.  At the latter site, the Washoe fished, trapped small mammals, and gathered porcupine berries and wild rhubarb.  In the higher elevations, men hunted large game (mountain sheep, deer) and trapped smaller mammals.  Lake Tahoe and its minor tributary, Madden Creek, were important fisheries in the early summer and late fall.  Suitable toolstone sources (such as basalt and quartz) were used as quarries.  The Washoe have a tradition of making long treks across the sierran crest for the purpose of hunting, trading and gathering acorns.  These aboriginal trek routes, patterned after game trails, are often the precursors of our historic and modern road systems.  

Archaeological evidence of these ancient subsistence activities are found along the mountain flanks as temporary small hunting camps containing flakes of stone and broken tools.  In the high valleys more permanent base camps are represented by stone flakes, tools, grinding implements, and house depressions.  

Their relatively rich environment afforded the Washoe a degree of isolation and independence from neighboring peoples and may account for their long tenure in their known area of historic occupation (d'Azevedo 1986:466, 471; Price 1962).  The Washoe are part of an ancient Hokan-speaking residual population, which has been subsequently surrounded by Numic-speaking intruders such as the Northern Paiute (Jacobsen 1966).  Post 1860s Washoe campsites associated with employment for landholders, basket markets and refuge resource areas are known to occur in the Homewood vicinity.  Even into the 21st Century, the Washoe have not been completely displaced from their traditional lands in the Tahoe Sierra and they are intent on re-establishing a presence at Lake Tahoe.  

HOMEWOOD HISTORY
The Tahoe Mining District, located west and north of Lake Tahoe, includes the areas known as the Squaw Valley and Red, White, and Blue or Elizabethtown districts north of the lake and a few scattered lode-gold mines and prospects west of the lake in the vicinity of Homewood (Clark 1970:124).  Gold and silver were discovered north of Lake Tahoe in 1861 and soon brought many miners to the area.  Short-lived settlements known as Elizabethtown and Neptune were established a few miles northwest of what is now Kings Beach and Claraville and Knoxville were founded near the mouth of Squaw Creek.  All of the prospects and the settlements were abandoned after 1864.  Mining on a limited scale was reactivated during the 1930s on Tahoe's west shore.  For example, the Noonchester and Tahoe Treasure mines, established around 1932, are located about 1/4 mile south of Quail Lake and the Homewood ski area boundary (Gudde 1975:345).

In 1864, as ore samples proved worthless, several of the disappointed miners who remained in the Tahoe-Truckee Basins become the founders of its earliest settlements.  More particularly, the Homewood area was settled in the 1880s and 1890s by some of these disenfranchised miners (Lekisch 1988:62).  For example, Madden Creek is named for Dick Madden, a Squaw Valley stampeder who settled on land beside this creek (Lekisch 1988:83).  Ellis Peak, lying at the head of Madden Creek's watershed, was named for Jack "Jock" Sargent Ellis, a disgruntled miner who established a dairy and cattle ranch south of Burton's Pass in 1863 on the McKinney-Rubicon Springs-Georgetown road (Scott 1957:466).  Ellis Peak first appeared on the Wheeler map of 1881 (Lekisch 1988:31).  

The history of lumbering in and around the Lake Tahoe Basin takes place within the larger history of Nevada’s Comstock Lode and the building of the Central Pacific Railroad and the wood markets that it served (Knowles 1942).  Beginning in 1859, small-scale mill operators staked timber claims north and south of Homewood in order to supply local needs.  Large-scale clear-cut logging to meet the demands of the silver mines commenced in 1873 and continued until 1898.  During the late 1870s to mid-1880s, more distant stands were tapped, with relatively limited harvest occurring in selected pockets along Tahoe’s west shore.    
A Homewood district, designated as "a composite name for a vacation resort and marina on the west shore of Lake Tahoe" (Salley 1977:99), was established in 1889.  Here, 100-foot lots were laid out priced at $50.00 apiece, but they did not sell.  Finally they were offered free of charge to any person who would build a substantial house (Lekisch 1988:62).  On July 31, 1900, a post office was established at Homewood.  In 1910, Annie and Arthur C. Jost, one of Homewood's first residents built the Hotel Homewood.  They later added a large casino and dance floor across the road from the hotel, built by the locally renowned, Matt Green.  In 1938 Mr. and Mrs. Donald Huff purchased the property and renovated it into a family resort (Scott 1957:73).

Modern development along Lake Tahoe’s north shore came in the aftermath of the 1960 Winter Olympics.  Events surrounding the cross-country ski races were centered south of Homewood at McKinney and General creeks, but trails extended northward to a point about one-quarter mile south of Homewood Canyon in the vicinity of the old Tahoe Ski Bowl and the proposed South Base Lodge at Homewood Mountain Resort.  The Olympics attracted a number of European skiers and craftsmen who were involved in preparation for the Olympics of 1960 and stayed in the Lake Tahoe area practicing their craft.  One of these individuals, Martin Hollay, was contacted as part of this study (Hollay, personal communication 2007).  During the summer of 1959, he laid out the Nordic Ski and Biathlon course within Sugar Pine Point State Park, but does not recall that the trails actually entered into the Homewood ski area.   

METHODS

The required records search at the North Central Information Center (NCIC) at California State University at Sacramento (NCIC File No. PLA-07-23) was initiated in order to identify any properties listed on the National Register, state registers and other listings, including the files of the State Historic Preservation Office.   Results disclosed that several prior archaeological studies have been conducted within or adjoining the project area.  The entire Homewood Mountain Resort area has been subject to archaeological coverage, with some sections being covered multiple times by different surveys.  Most of the work has been accomplished by registered professional foresters who have successfully completed the California Division of Forestry (CDF) archaeology course and are acknowledged by CDF as “para-professional” archaeologists.  This work has been conducted recently and in compliance with modern professional archaeological standards.  
Prior archaeological survey within or adjacent to the project area includes work by: Kral (2003), Pacific Legacy (2004), Porter (1997, 1998), Schoenheide (1993), and Williams (2005).   

Although no archaeological sites are known to occur within or bounding the project, one isolated artifact (P-31-1398), an obsidian late-period projectile point, was found in Homewood Canyon (Schoenheide 1993).  

RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Study findings conclude that the steep and relatively inaccessible terrain that characterizes most of the Homewood Mountain Resort has a low sensitivity to contain archaeological resources.  Several prior archaeological surveys of this entire area confirm this low sensitivity in that no archaeological sites have been identified and only one isolated artifact has been recorded.  Archaeological data are corroborated by the ethnographic and historical record, which document the lakeshore and the community of Homewood as the center of cultural activity, rather than the adjoining mountain flank.  

Given the above, no further archaeological field survey is recommended within entirety of Homewood Mountain Resort and project activities should not be constrained regarding archaeological resources.  However, in the unlikely event of discovery of subsurface archaeological resources, project activities should cease in the area of the find and the project sponsor should consult a qualified archaeologist for recommended procedures.  Should future development plans involve the alteration or demolition of standing structures that are greater than 50 years old, evaluations by a qualified architectural historian may be required.    
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