GALLAWAY

CONSULTING

A DIVISION OF NORTHSTAR ENGINEERING

March 27, 2009

Raney Planning and Management
Attn: Nick Pappani

1401 Halyard Drive, Suite 120
West Sacramento, CA 95691

Re: Timberline Project Canopy Cover Assessment and Qak Woodlands Impact
Evaluation (GCI # 2008-052)

Dear Mr. Pappani,
As requested, Gallaway Consulting, Inc. (GCI) conducted a canopy cover assessment and
evaluation of proposed impacts to the oak woodland within the Timberline survey area

(survey area), Placer County, CA.

Biological Setting

The survey area is located within the Auburn U.S Geological Survey 7.5 minute
quadrangle in Section 29, T13N, R8E, and encompasses approximately 120 acres. The
survey area occurs within valley foothill grassland and mixed oak-grey pine woodland
associated with the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range. The survey area is surrounded by
residential and commercial buildings, and Bell Road occurs as the site’s southern-most
boundary. Multiple trails and dirt roads traverse the survey area, which are currently
used as jogging trails. Additionally, one dirt road follows an irrigation ditch, which flows
from east to northwest across the survey area.

Methodology

An evaluation of aerial images using remote sensing techniques was used to estimate
total canopy area. Color gradients on aerial photographs were associated with different
vegetative communities on the site. Once specific gradients were assigned to the tree
species occurring onsite, the total area of canopy cover within the survey area was
calculated (Attachment A). Proposed loss of tree canopy was estimated through a
comparison of canopy cover distribution and the site plans provided (Attachment B).
Additionally, per discussion with the County (Pers. Com. Mike Wells) a buffer of one
foot from the proposed project envelope was used to further calculate impacts to oak
woodland. Pockets of isolated woodland, approximately one acre or less in area, created
by the project envelope were also included on the map as Potentially Impacted Canopy
per Placer County guidelines. Locations of significant trees within the survey area were
obtained in part from GPS data obtained from GCI arborist Elena Alfieri (WE-8033-A) in
2008 and in part from coordinates provided by ECORP Consulting, Inc in a letter report
dated August 17, 2007 (Attachment C).
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