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CHAPTER 3.0 
RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 
 
This section contains the written and oral comments that were received on the Draft EIR (DEIR) 
during the public review period.  Following each comment letter is a response intended to either 
supplement, clarify, or amend information provided in the DEIR, or refer the commenter to the 
appropriate place in the DEIR where the requested information can be found.  Those comments 
that are not directly related to environmental issues are noted for the record. 
 
Many of the letters received commented on the draft Foresthill Divide Community Plan as well 
as the DEIR.  Unless the Community Plan comment raised an environmental issue not otherwise 
addressed, comments on the draft Community Plan are presented, but are not responded to in this 
Chapter.  This is in keeping with the intent of CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines (Section 
15088(a)).   



Letter 1

A
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Letter 1 Terry Roberts, Director, State Clearinghouse, Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research 

 
Response 1-A:  All letters received from the Clearinghouse are included in Chapter Three and, in 
accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15088, written responses to all comments received 
are provided herein. 
 
 



Letter 2

A



A cont.

B
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Letter 2  Christine E. Turner, Agricultural Commissioner, Placer County Department of 
Agriculture Weights and Measures. 

 
Response 2-A:  Comment noted.  All applicable polices of the Placer County General Plan 
related to Agricultural and Forest Resources located within the FDCP have been identified in the 
DEIR Section 3.6 – Natural Resources/Conservation/Open Space. 
 
Response 2-B:  Comment noted.  Although the goals and policies of the proposed FDCP are 
designed to protect and preserve existing forest and timber resources with approximately 66% of 
the plan area designated for Open Space or Timberland uses, ultimate conversion of timberlands 
(identified as an agricultural resource by the commenter) under the proposed FDCP has been 
identified as a cumulative, significant and unavoidable impact with or without inclusion of the 
Forest Ranch Concept Plan component in the FDCP (DEIR pages 3-179 and 3-182).  As stated 
by the commenter, inclusion of a 1:1 preservation standard for lost timberland (as recommended 
by the commenter) as a mitigation requirement in the EIR would not reduce this impact to a level 
of insignificance and a statement of overriding consideration at the time of FDCP approval 
would still be required.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Letter 3

A



A cont.
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Letter 3: Andy Fisher, Parks Planner, Placer County Parks Division 
 
Response 3-A:  The second paragraph on page 3-108 of the DEIR is amended as follows in 
response to the comments from the Placer County Parks Division: 
 

Strong community support in combination with the leadership of the FTA has 
helped with maintenance of existing trails and the development of additional 
trails.  Identification of additional trails and their maintenance are a high priority 
among local residents.  The 10-mile Foresthill Divide Loop Trail was completed 
in 1999 with the help of volunteer community labor.  The Foresthill Divide Loop 
Trail, managed by the California Department of Parks and Recreation, is located 
on Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) land that was acquired for the Auburn Dam, a 
project that has never been constructed.  The Foresthill Bridge was designed to 
span the reservoir that would have resulted had the Auburn Dam been completed.  
The trail parallels both sides of Foresthill Road.  A new 3-mile multi-use trail 
segment has been constructed that extends the trail toward Auburn from Lower 
Lake Clementine Road.  Currently referred to as the “connector trail,” a formal 
name has not yet been designated by the California Department of Parks and 
Recreation.  The County Department of Facility Services Parks Division and 
Foresthill community have worked together to create a trails plan for the 
Foresthill Divide Community Plan (see Figure III-5 of the FDCP).  Additionally, 
the Parks Division is currently working on an Environmental Impact Report for a 
trail (The North Fork American River Trail Project) that would run from the 
confluence of the Middle Fork and the North Fork of the American River to 
Ponderosa Road near Ponderosa Bridge on the North Fork.  This trail is designed 
to be a stand alone trail having self contained utility without connection to any 
larger trail network outside of specific connections to existing trails within the 
Auburn State Recreation Area.  The specific trail connections within the Auburn 
State Recreation Area are with the Connector Trail, Foresthill Divide Loop Trail, 
and Fuel Break Trail.  The Foresthill Divide Community Plan Trails Map 
identifies a connection from that trail to the eastern edge of the Plan area.  The 
FTA is in favor of building the trail and hoping a route can be found that 
minimizes any environmental impact.  The Monte Verde Estates development has 
constructed a trail segment through the development that provides access to 
public land.  This trail segment ends at the fence at the border of the public land.  
The FTA is working with the California Department of Parks and Recreation to 
try to eventually link to a further extension of the Foresthill Divide Loop Trail 
behind the Monte Verde Estates development. 

 
 











 
Final EIR  Letter 4-1 
Revised Foresthill Divide Community Plan  July 2008 

Letter 4: Jan S. Cutts, District Ranger, United States Department of Agriculture 
 
Response 4-A:  Comment Noted.  The Forest Service has been sent notices throughout the 
process of updating the community plan and consideration of the Forest Ranch project. 
 
Response 4-B:  Comment Noted.  These documents will be utilized to update the information in 
the community plan and the Draft EIR. 
 
Response 4-C:  The following changes will be made to the DEIR to clarify the correct 
administrative unit:  
 
Page 2-12, Table 2-2, 7th row is amended as follows: 
 

Table 2-2     Subsequent Permits, Approvals, Review, and Consultation 
Requirements  

Agency Approval 
Placer County Air Pollution Control 
District 

Authority to Construct 
Air Quality Permits 

State of California Department of Health 
Services, Office of Drinking Water 

Permits for community water systems 

Placer County Environmental Health 
Services 

Permits for individual onsite wells and 
septic systems 

Foresthill Public Utility District Provision of community water service 
 

Central Valley Regional Water Quality 
Control Board 

Construction Activities Storm Water 
General Permits 
NPDES Permits 
Waste Discharge Requirements 
Clean Water Act Section 401 permitting 

California Department of Fish and Game Approval of biological mitigation 
measures 
California Endangered Species Act 
consultation 
Streambed Alteration Agreements 

Placer County Transportation Planning 
Agency, Placer County Department of 
Public Works, Placer County Department 
of Engineering and Surveying, Caltrans, 
U.S. Forest Service, American River 
Ranger District, Tahoe National Forest 

Roadway improvements, encroachment 
permits, grading and drainage 
improvements   
 

Placer County Community Plan approval and subsequent 
rezoning; tentative maps, parcel maps, 
conditional use permits 

Placer County Local Agency Formation 
Commission 

Formation of and/or annexations to 
special districts, assessment districts, 
county service areas, etc. to provide 
additional municipal services 
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Agency Approval 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Federal Endangered Species Act 

consultation 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Clean Water Act Section 404 permitting 
Placer County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District 

Consultation regarding drainage and flood 
control 

Source: Quad Knopf, 2007 
 
Page 3-20, 1st complete paragraph, 2nd sentence is revised as follows: 
 

Federal lands are managed by the United States Forest Service (USFS), 
American River Ranger District, Tahoe National Forest, Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), and Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), and are concentrated in 
the north and eastern portion of the Plan area, as shown in Figure III-1 of the 
FDCP (Figure 2-3 of this EIR).    
 

Page 3-105, last paragraph, 1st sentence is revised as follows: 
 

Forest Service trails on the Foresthill Divide are under the jurisdiction of the 
Foresthill Ranger District American River Ranger District and are maintained by 
the Tahoe National Forest.   
 

Page 3-178, Impact 3.6-2, Discussion/Conclusion, 2nd sentence is revised as follows: 
 

The Plan area contains an interface between exclusive Placer County land use 
jurisdiction and the jurisdiction of the U.S. Forest Service, American River 
Ranger District, which is responsible for managing land uses and timber 
resources in the Tahoe National Forest.   

 
Response 4-D:  The commenter is correct that Sugar Pine Reservoir is surrounded by National 
Forest Service lands; however, the Foresthill P.U.D. does own Sugar Pine Reservoir and related 
facilities. A quitclaim deed (Contract No. 03-LC-20-8049) transferred all rights, title, and interest 
of the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Region, the improvements 
and facilities of the Sugar Pine Dam and Reservoir Project, including but not limited to all 
pipelines, conduits, tunnels, pumping plants, intake facilities, aqueducts, laterals, water storage 
and regulatory facilities, substations, and related works constructed for and as part of the Sugar 
Pine Project.  Within the Tahoe National Forest, only the structures, not the lands, were 
transferred in this quitclaim deed.  The commenter is correct that there is a Special Use Permit 
between the Foresthill P.U.D. and the U.S. Forest Service which authorizes facility use within 
the National Forest. 
 
Response 4-E:  Page 3-19, 4th complete paragraph, 1st sentence is revised as follows:  
 

The United States Forest Service (USFS) is currently undertaking completed the 
Sierra Nevada Forest Plan Amendment in 2004. 
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Response 4-F: Page 3-26, 1st incomplete paragraph, last two sentences are revised as follows: 
 

In addition, 75 50 percent of permanent Foresthill District U.S. Forest Service 
employees are residents of the Divide.  This currently accounts for 27 40 jobs; an 
additional 25 to 30 seasonal jobs are available from May until the first snow. 
 

Response 4-G:  Page 3-104, 1st paragraph, 3rd sentence is revised as follows: 
 

Within the Plan area, Big Reservoir (Morning Star Reservoir) and Oxbow 
Recreation Area are is a federally owned recreation area that offers camping, 
boating, winter recreation, hiking, and OHV facilities.   

 
Response 4-H:  Page 3-118, 4th paragraph, 2nd sentence is revised as follows: 
 

The North Fork of the American River is designated a Wild River and Scenic 
within the Plan area and the Middle Fork is currently under study for designation 
as “Recreational River” under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

 
Response 4-I:  Page 3-149, last paragraph is amended as follows: 
 

The Plan area contains an interface between exclusive Placer County land use 
jurisdiction and the jurisdiction of the USFS, which is responsible for managing 
land uses and timber resources in the Tahoe National Forest.  The Tahoe National 
Forest has a very active fuels management program, treating hundreds of acres of 
vegetation every year to reduce the fire hazard to woodlands and communities 
adjacent to National Forest lands. 

 
Response 4-J: The visual resource policies in both the Placer County General Plan and the 
proposed Foresthill Divide Community Plan do address visual impacts to National Forest 
visitors.  Please see Placer County General Plan policies 1.B.5, 1.K.1, 1.K.2, 1.K.3, 1.K.4, 1.K.5, 
1.K.6, 1.O.3, 1.O.4, 1.O.9, all of which will minimize impacts to National Forest visitors as a 
result of development in the Foresthill community.  Policies in the proposed community plan that 
also serve to mitigate impacts to National Forest visitors include 3.C.1-1 through 3.C.1-16, 
3.C.3-1 through 3.C.3-6, 3.C.4-1, 3.C.4-2, 3.C.9-1 through 3.C.9-6 and 4.A.14-1 through 4.A.14-
5. 
 
Response 4-K: The Plan and Draft EIR do not propose activities or improvements on National 
Forest lands and no analysis is required.  As noted in Response 4-J, there are numerous 
mitigation measures that would reduce impacts of development in the Foresthill community that 
would reduce impacts to National Forest Service lands. 
 
Response 4-L: Comment noted.  This comment is not a comment on the environmental review, 
but a request for further information.  The expansion of the community plan boundary was the 
result of input received during the extensive public input including a community survey, the 
work of the Foresthill Divide Community Plan Team, and town hall meetings.  Community 
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members felt that the National Forest lands have a large impact on the Foresthill community in 
general, and wanted to reflect that by including this area within the plan boundary. 
 
Response 4-M: It is important to note that all of the policies in the Placer County General Plan 
and the Foresthill Divide Community Plan as well as all of the mitigation measures in the Draft 
EIR would apply to development of any private lands within National Forest boundaries 
(inholdings).  These policies and mitigation measures will reduce any impacts to wildfire, 
trespass and recreational uses.  There is very little private land within the National Forest 
boundaries and these lands would have extremely limited development potential under the land 
use designations of the plan.    
 
Response 4-N: Comment noted.  This comment is related to coordination efforts related to 
landscaping and is not a comment on the environmental impacts of the adoption of the 
community plan. 
 
Response 4-O: Comment noted.  The recommendation to pursue designation as scenic highways 
is proposed in the community plan.  Upon adoption of the plan, discussions would occur related 
to establishing these designations. 
 
Response 4-P: Increased recreational use of National Forest Service lands could occur with or 
without the adoption of the revised Foresthill Divide Community Plan.  Such increased use is not 
directly related to the adoption of the plan.  The revised plan includes additional policies to 
address the provision of adequate recreational facilities within the Foresthill community outside 
of the Forest Service lands.  The intent of these policies is to ensure there are adequate 
recreational facilities within the community to serve any increase in population. 
 
Response 4-Q:  Comment noted.  This is a proposed policy and any discussion of this potential 
trail or any other trails involving National Forest Service lands would occur after adoption of the 
community plan and after funding or other mechanism to implement the policy has occurred. 
 
Response 4-R: See Response 4-Q. 
 
Response 4-S: Table 3.5-2 will be revised as follows to delete reference to a 12 mile Mumford 
Bar trail located 10 miles north of Foresthill. 
 

Table 3.5-2 Trails On or Near the Foresthill Divide 
Trail Length Location 

American River Trail 7.6 mi. Tahoe National Forest, North Fork 
American River Area 

Bearcroft Trail 2 1/4 mi. Tahoe National Forest, North Fork 
American River Area 

Big Trees Interpretive Trail 3/8 mi. Tahoe National Forest, Foresthill Area 
Codfish Falls Trail 3 mi. Ponderosa Way Bridge along North Fork 

American River 
Confluence Trail 1.8 mi. Mammoth Bar Rd. to the Confluence 



 
Final EIR  Letter 4-5 
Revised Foresthill Divide Community Plan  July 2008 

Trail Length Location 
Euchre Bar Trail 7.5 mi. Tahoe National Forest, North Fork 

American River Area 
Fire Break Trail 1.5 mi. Lake Clementine Rd. to east end of 

Foresthill Bridge 
Forest View Trail 1.5 mi. Tahoe National Forest, Foresthill Area 
Green Valley Trail 2 1/4 mi. Tahoe National Forest, North Fork 

American River Area 
Italian Bar Trail 2.3 mi. Tahoe National Forest, North Fork 

American River Area 
Olmstead Loop Trail 8.5 mi. Starts at Firehouse in Cool (ptn. in El 

Dorado Co.) 
Lower half of CA St. 9 mi between Peachstone Trail and bottom of 

Driver's Flat Rd. 
Lower McKeon-Ponderosa 
Trail 

3 mi. from gate to the Middle Fork 

McGuire Trail (segment of 
WST) 

3 7/8 mi. Tahoe National Forest, French Meadows 
Area 

McKeon-Ponderosa Loop 
Trail 

3 mi. Starts below White Oak Flat 

Michigan Bluff to 
Deadwood Trail 

6 mi. Tahoe National Forest, Foresthill Area 

Mosquito Ridge Trail 1.25 mi. Tahoe National Forest, Foresthill Area 
Mumford Bar Trail 3 1/4 mi. Tahoe National Forest, North Fork 

American River Area 
Mumford Bar Trail 12 mi. 10 miles North of Foresthill 
North Fork of the Middle 
Fork Trail 

1.1 mi. Tahoe National Forest, Mosquito Ridge area

Old Lake Clementine Trail 1.7 mi. Old Foresthill Road Bridge to Lake 
Clementine Rd. 

Pointed Rocks Trail 1.4 mi. No Hands Bridge towards Cool to 
Knickerbocker Area 

Quarry Road Trail 5.6 mi. Hwy 49 Bridge to Main Bar on Middle Fork 
(ptn. El Dorado Co.) 

Sailor Flat Trail 3.3 mi. Tahoe National Forest, North Fork 
American River Area 

Stagecoach Trail 1.8 mi. Auburn to Old Foresthill Bridge, along 
North Fork 

Todd's Valley Trail 2 mi. Todd's Valley Area 
Upper half of CA St. 9 mi between Foresthill and Peachstone Trail 
Volcano Canyon (segment 
of WST) 

6 mi. between Michigan Bluff and Foresthill 

Western States Trail (WST) 100 mi. Squaw Valley to Auburn 
Source:  Foresthill Trails Alliance, National Forest Service, California Dept. of Parks and Recreation. 

 
Response 4-T: Table 3.5-1 will be revised as follows to indicate that the Poppy Campground is 
located outside the Plan Area and within French Meadows. 



 
Final EIR  Letter 4-6 
Revised Foresthill Divide Community Plan  July 2008 

Table 3.5-1 Summary of Recreational Areas and Facilities In or Near the Plan Area 
Recreation Area Acreage Campground Boating/ 

Fishing 
Swimming Picnic 

Area 
Gold 

Panning 
Trails Sports 

 Fields 
OHV 
Area 

Auburn State Recreation Area 35,000 X X X X X X  X 
Big Reservoir Area/Morning Star N/A X X    X  
Big Trees Grove* N/A    X  X  
China Wall Recreation Area* N/A      X  X 
Foresthill Elementary School 6       X 
Foresthill Community Park (Leroy E. 
Botts) 

15    X   X 

Foresthill Middle School 16  X 
Sugar Pine Reservoir N/A X X X   X  
Todd’s Valley Pond and 2 sites 41.1  X    X   
French Meadows*/Hellhole Reservoir* X X    X   
Poppy Campground (located within 
French Meadows)* 

X        

Giant Gap X        
Shirttail Creek X        
*Located outside Plan area 
Source:  Quad Knopf, 2000. 
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Response 4-U: Fire protection throughout the plan area (including the more remote areas) is 
discussed on pages 3-68 and 3-69 as well as 3-95 and 3-96 of the DEIR.  As noted in these 
discussions, there are many policies in the proposed Foresthill Divide Community Plan that will 
serve to reduce, but not to a less than significant level, impacts related to wildfire risk.  
 
Response 4-V:  Comment noted.  This is a comment on jurisdiction and is not a comment on the 
environmental impacts of the adoption of the community plan. 
 



Letter 5

A
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Letter 5: Matthew Reischman, Unit Forester, Nevada-Yuba-Placer Unit, California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection 

 
Response 5-A:  Provisions of the California Forest Practices Act and Rules identified by the 
California Department of Forestry and fire Protection are noted.  Conversion of timberlands to 
non-timberland use, or harvesting of timber, within the FDCP boundaries will require 
compliance with the Act and Rules.  Compliance with the Act and Rules will provide mitigation 
to insure timber harvest operations and conversion of timberlands to land uses other than the 
growing of timber are accomplished with minimal environmental impacts. 
 



Letter 6

A

B

C

D

E
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Letter 6: Sarah Cumber, Environmental Scientist, Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation 
Division, California State Parks 

 
Response 6-A:  It is not anticipated that Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) recreational opportunities 
will be displaced by conflicting land uses under the FDCP in that lands north and east of Finning 
Mill Road (roughly the westerly boundary of roads and trails included in the Sugar Pine off-
Highway Vehicle Trails System) are designated for 80 acre minimum timberland and Open 
Space uses which are supportive of, and compatible with, the OHV Trail System.  
 
Response 6-B:  See Response 6-A 
 
Response 6-C:  See Response 6-A 
 
Response 6-D:  See Response 6-A 
 
Response 6-E:  As stated in Response 6-A, there should be no displacement of OHV activities 
due to the proposed FDCP land use designations.  Impacts on neighboring OHV facilities 
between 20 and 50 miles distant from the FDCP would, therefore, not occur.  
 



Letter 7

A
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Letter 7: Christopher Huitt, Staff Environmental Scientist, Floodway Protection Section, 
California Department of Water Resources 

 
Response 7-A:  Comment noted.  The Revised Foresthill Divide Community Plan DEIR is a 
Program EIR and is not proposing any specific project that might encroach on an adopted flood 
control plan.  As future site specific projects are proposed, the project will be examined by the 
county to ensure it is not within a designated floodway.  If a future project is found to be located 
within a designated floodway, the project applicant will have to apply for, and be provided with, 
the required Reclamation Board encroachment permit prior to construction. 
 



Letter 8

A



A cont.
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Letter 8: Katy Sanchez, Program Analyst, California Native American Heritage Commission 
 
Response 8-A:  Requirements recommended by the Native American Heritage Commission to 
adequately assess and mitigate project-related impacts on archaeological resources are noted. 
Mitigation measures addressing archaeological resource impacts are found within the DEIR 
beginning at page 3-239. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




