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Letter 18: William and Myrtle Bakker 
 
Response 18-A:  Comment noted.  The commenter suggestion regarding realignment of Foresthill 
Road along an approximately one mile long corridor from the east edge of the historic Foresthill 
Community to Blackhawk Road would be considered at the time of Specific Plan development 
for the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP.   



Letter 19

A
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Letter 19: William and Sandra Bennett 
 
Response 19-A:  Comment in support of the FDCP as proposed is noted.   



A
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Letter 20: Neil Cochran 
 
Response 20-A:  The comment regarding proximity of land uses intended to accommodate future 
development to steep slopes subject to updraft during a wildfire episodes along Foresthill Road is 
noted.  As discussed in the DEIR at page 3-68 Cal Fire works with landowners to provide 
defensible space around structures, and is currently managing a program of mechanical brush 
removal and tree thinning in the Foresthill area, especially along roads.  The purpose of the brush 
removal and tree thinning program is to reduce the extensive fuel loading which has occurred 
over the past century due to fire suppression activities.   
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Letter 21: Taumas Colliver 
 
Response 21-A:  The map showing the interface between the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
component of the FDCP and the historic Foresthill Community is noted as it relates to oral 
testimony given by the commenter on 2/28/08. 
 
 



Letter 22

A

B

C



C cont.

D

E



 
Final EIR  Letter 22-1 
Revised Foresthill Divide Community Plan  July 2008 

Letter 22: Brian P. Connelly, Attorney At Law, Law Offices of Brian P. Connelly 
 
Response 22-A:  Comment noted.  Traffic related impacts resulting from implementation of the 
FDCP have been addressed and mitigated in Section 3.9 – Transportation and Circulation of the 
DEIR.  Mitigations have been provided to reduce most of the transportation and circulation 
related impacts to less than significant levels provided that adequate roadway improvement 
funding is secured.  Should adequate funding not be secured, mitigatory improvements will be 
deferred and transportation and circulation related impacts will remain significant and 
unavoidable until mitigation measures are implemented. 
 
Response 22-B:  The third paragraph at page 3-68 of the DEIR is amended as follows to provide 
additional perspective regarding wildfire incident evacuation.   
 

Wild land fires present a serious risk to residents and structures on the Foresthill 
Divide.  The CDF Fire Hazard Severity Classification System was used to map 
the extreme, high, and moderate fire hazard areas on the Foresthill Divide.  
Extreme hazard ratings are located in the steep sloping areas along the North and 
Middle Forks of the American River.  High hazard areas generally exist 
surrounding the Todd’s Valley Subdivision and in the Yankee Jim’s area.  
Moderate rating occurs in the existing town site of Foresthill and extending north 
along Foresthill Road to Baker Ranch on the level areas as well as in the Todd’s 
Valley Subdivision.  
 
Emergency evacuation within the FDCP area would be accomplished in stages 
correlated to the location and intensity of a wildfire occurrence.  Exit routes from 
the Foresthill Divide would be determined by the appropriate public safety agency 
in the event of a wildfire incident.  Although primary egress from the Foresthill 
Divide would be by way of Foresthill Road, several less traveled routes exist 
along Yankee Jims Road, Iowa Hill Road, Old Foresthill Road, Mosquito Ridge 
Road, and Ponderosa Way that could be used for evacuation routes. 
 

Response 22-C:  Comment noted.  The issue of water capacity, sewage disposal and groundwater 
contamination related to the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP have been 
addressed and mitigated in Section 3.6 – Natural Resources/Conservation/Open Space of the 
DEIR.  Multiple mitigation measures and polices have been provided to ensure that groundwater 
or soil contamination does not occur in the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component area.  There 
are numerous policies in the FDCP that have been incorporated into the  DEIR to address sewage 
disposal ensuring that impacts related to wastewater will be less than significant as the FDCP is 
implemented. 
 
Development of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component residential units not currently 
accounted for in the water demand figures within the existing Foresthill Public Utilities District 
boundaries (1,689 units) would require approximately 845 acre feet of water per year.  That 
demand estimate does not take into account the other proposed uses such as the golf course. The 
surplus water supply for the District would only serve approximately 571 additional units outside 
existing District boundaries.  Although the District does not currently have any plans to expand 
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water capacity, there are some options that could be explored.  As noted in the 2004 SB 610 
analysis done by the Foresthill Public Utilities District for the Forest Ranch project was the basis 
for the analysis related to water supply when that project was being separately evaluated by the 
County and the Draft EIR, the District holds water rights to additional water; however, storage 
facilities are inadequate.  It is possible to raise the level of Sugar Pine Dam which would provide 
the capacity to serve the Forest Ranch Concept Plan site.  Additionally, it may be possible to drill 
new wells to serve the project.  For the purpose of this program EIR, it is not necessary to 
definitely determine the water supply for the Forest Ranch Concept Plan.  It is clear that current 
water supply and treatment facilities are inadequate to serve the project; however, there are 
potential sources of water that could be developed in the future. It should be noted that a SB 610 
assessment is only required when the County is considering a project which meets the criteria 
State Water Code 10912 et seq.  The FDCP is a policy level document, with the accompanying 
zoning, but does not constitute the approval of any land use project or entitlement.  In addition, 
the FDCP extends beyond the boundaries of the FPUD and consequently, the County must 
consider the issue of water availability in the context of the entire plan area.  The County has 
conducted an inquiry into the water availability for all land use conditions pursuant to the need to 
address such conditions at the policy level and not the project level in accordance with the 
requirements of CEQA. 
 
Response 22-D:  Comment noted.  The issue of land use impacts of the Foresthill Divide 
Community Plan have been addressed and mitigated in Section 3.2 – Land Use of the DEIR.  It 
is worthy to note that multiple mitigations and polices have been provide within the FDCP DEIR 
to reduce land use related environmental impacts and ensure orderly development while 
promoting commercial uses within the historic downtown core area of Foresthill. 
 
Response 22-E:  Comment noted.  This comment expresses concern over the total number of 
dwelling units proposed by the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP. The 
potential environmental impacts of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component have been 
addressed and mitigated throughout the DEIR.  This is a comment on the merits of the proposed 
Foresthill Divide Community Plan and does not raise a significant environmental issue that 
requires a response in this Final EIR. 
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Letter 23: Melinda Lane Delacy 
 
Response 23-A:  Comment noted.  Impacts regarding lighting have been addressed in 
Section 3.3 – Aesthetics of the DEIR.  The Placer County Rural Design Guidelines includes 
goals that encourage the minimization of artificial lighting on residences, other structures, and 
along roadways to limit the amount of light pollution.  The Guidelines also recommend 
techniques designed to minimize light pollution.  Lighting is also addressed in the proposed 
Foresthill Community Design Guidelines.  Impacts to the wildlife in the area have been 
addressed in Section 3.6 – Natural Resources/Conservation/Open Space.  Issues regarding 
transportation in the area have been addressed in Section 3.9 – Transportation and Circulation.  
Issues regarding water supply in the FDCP area have been addressed in Section 3.4 – Public 
Facilities.  These impacts have all been addressed and mitigated to the extent practicable 
throughout the DEIR. 
 
 



A

Letter 24
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Letter 24: Braulio and LeVerne Escoto 
 
Response 24-A:  Comment noted.  This comment address the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
component of the DEIR regarding concern over the total number of dwelling units proposed and 
the effects of these units on traffic volume within the FDCP area.  A Draft Traffic Study for the 
Foresthill Divide Community Plan, May 2007 was prepared by MRO Engineers.  Traffic related 
impacts have been addressed and mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the DEIR in 
Section 3.9 – Transportation and Circulation. 
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Letter 24A: Braulio and LeVerne Escoto, Otis and Kay Haslop, and Joe and Debbie Soukup 
 
Response 24A-A:  Comment noted.  This comment addresses concerns regarding planning and 
land use impacts (primarily access easement effects on surrounding properties) related to a 
proposed zone change and parcel map application for a single parcel within the 109 square mile 
FDCP area.  A lot line adjustment or parcel map reconfiguring the subject parcel will be subject 
to Placer County review at the time of approval consideration. At that time comment and 
testimony from the public will be considered and environmental impacts will be addressed as 
necessary and appropriate.   
 
This is a comment on the merits of the proposed Foresthill Divide Community Plan and does not 
raise a significant environmental issue that requires a response in this Final EIR.  
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Letter 25: Duane L. Frink 
 
Response 25-A:  It is not clear from this comment what is missing from the Draft EIR and 
Appendices.   The previously circulated draft programmatic EIR for the Forest Ranch project is 
available at the Placer County Planning Department.  As noted on page 1-2 of the Draft EIR for 
the update of the Foresthill Divide Community Plan, a Final EIR was not prepared for the 
previously circulated Draft EIR for the Forest Ranch project and the document was never 
certified.  The EIR for the Foresthill Divide Community Plan update has been substantially 
revised to include consideration of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan and decisions made by the 
Planning Commission on November 30th, 2005.  This EIR has been re-circulated in its entirety. 
 
With regard to Appendices A, B, & C, the commenter has not identified what is missing.  These 
appendices include the identified materials that are referenced.  On page 1-1 of the Draft EIR, 
Section 1.2, Procedures, the Draft EIR clearly explains the chain of events that led up to the 
recirculated EIR. 
 
Response 25-B:  As described on page 1-1 of the Draft EIR, the Planning Commission directed 
County staff to consider the land use designations of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan as part of 
the County’s update of the Foresthill Divide Community Plan. This is presented in the Draft EIR 
as an option for the County to consider and has been fully evaluated in the Draft EIR at the same 
level of detail as the update of the Community Plan without the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
project.  
 
Response 25-C:  A SB 610 analysis was originally undertaken for the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
when it was being evaluated as a separate independent project and included in the Draft EIR as 
required.  The Foresthill Public Utility District Water Supply Master Plan was adopted nearly 2 
months after the circulation period for the Draft EIR began, so it was not possible to include this 
information in the document.  The revised Water Supply Master Plan is now included as 
Appendix A of this Final EIR.  Please see also Response 10-B. 
 
Response 25-D:  Since the Forest Ranch Concept Plan has been integrated into the update of the 
Foresthill Divide Community Plan as an option to consider, the materials included in the 
Appendix are relevant to the update of the Community Plan and are important to include as 
informational items in order to provide full disclosure to the public regarding the previous 
analysis. 
 
Response 25-E:  An EIR is not required to mitigate every identified impact to a less than 
significant level.  Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15093, the decision-making body may 
adopt a Statement of Overriding Considerations in order to balance, as applicable, the economic, 
legal, social, technological, or other benefits of a proposed project against its unavoidable 
environmental risks when determining whether to approve a project.  The County will consider 
the Forest Ranch Concept Plan as an option in the Foresthill Divide Community Plan update.  At 
this time, no decision has been made whether the Forest Ranch Concept Plan will ultimately be 
approved as part of the plan update process.  Furthermore, a separate entitlement application (i.e. 
Specific Plan and tentative maps) must be considered and approved at a future date for any 
project to proceed. 



 
Final EIR  Letter 25-2 
Revised Foresthill Divide Community Plan  July 2008 

 
Response 25-F:  See the discussion in the Draft EIR on pages 1-1 and 1-2 for an explanation of 
why the County decided to consider the Forest Ranch Concept Plan as an option in the Foresthill 
Divide Community Plan update instead of continuing to process it as a separate application. 
 
Response 25-G:  Comment noted.  Impacts to Traffic & Circulation are discussed on pages 3-259 
through 3-305. 
 
Response 25-H:  The project is the adoption of an update to the Foresthill Divide Community 
Plan and this Program EIR identifies the impacts of the buildout of the plan on the transportation 
system.  When development projects are proposed for the Plan area, the County will make a 
determination regarding the timing and implementation of road improvements.  The County 
Board of Supervisors has the authority to determine policy for the County and to establish the 
acceptable level of service.  It is proposed that the County establish LOS “D” as the acceptable 
level of service  in the planning area.  
 
Response 25-I:  Comment noted.  Land use designations establish the minimum parcel size that 
would be allowed within each designation.  The 80-acre minimum parcel size is within the 
Timberland land use designation.  Development in the Timberland land use designation does 
allow residential occupancy.  However, in the TPZ and Forestry zoning districts, occupancy is 
limited to care taker use only. 
 
Response 25-J:  The Draft EIR discusses the impact of buildout of the Foresthill Divide 
Community Plan on greenhouse gas emissions on pages 5-12 through 5-19.  The majority of the 
plan area is forested and these forested lands will serve as carbon storage.   Most of this forested 
land is either U.S. Forest Service land or Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land that is not 
proposed for development under the proposed Community Plan. 
 
Response 25-K:  The proposed Foresthill Divide Community Plan contains a number of policies 
to conserve forest resources and encourage a sustained yield of forest products.  These policies 
are discussed on pages 3-167 through 3-168 of the Draft EIR.  In addition, the U.S. Forest 
Service has adopted the Sierra Nevada Forest Plan amendment to promote good forestry 
practices for future timber harvest and timber production.   
 
Response 25-L:  Comment noted.  This is a comment on the merits of the proposed Foresthill 
Divide Community Plan which will be considered by the County during their review of the 
project. 
 
Response 25-M:  An inventory of historic resources is included in the Draft EIR on pages 3-227 
through 3-230.  This inventory includes heritage resources included in federal, state and/or local 
listings and inventories as well as California Historical Landmarks and a number of properties to 
be considered for eligibility to the National Register.  For those properties where a formal 
evaluation for significance has not been undertaken, this would occur either at the request of the 
property owner or at the time a specific development application is submitted.  In the event that a 
building is determined to have a significant historic value, development would have to follow 
established preservation practices, regulations and the state historic building code.  The goals, 
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policies and implementation measures in the proposed Foresthill Divide Community Plan 
support this approach which appears to be consistent with the approach suggested by the 
commenter. 
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Letter 26: Ronald L. Flodine 
 
Response 26-A:  This comment addresses policies, implementation actions, and standards 
included in the FDCP Policy Plan and does not raise a significant environmental issue that 
requires a response in this Final EIR.  
 
Response 26-B:  The third paragraph at page 3-68 of the DEIR is amended as follows to provide 
additional perspective regarding wildfire incident evacuation.   
 

Wild land fires present a serious risk to residents and structures on the Foresthill 
Divide.  The CDF Fire Hazard Severity Classification System was used to map 
the extreme, high, and moderate fire hazard areas on the Foresthill Divide.  
Extreme hazard ratings are located in the steep sloping areas along the North and 
Middle Forks of the American River.  High hazard areas generally exist 
surrounding the Todd’s Valley Subdivision and in the Yankee Jim’s area.  
Moderate rating occurs in the existing town site of Foresthill and extending north 
along Foresthill Road to Baker Ranch on the level areas as well as in the Todd’s 
Valley Subdivision.  
 
Emergency evacuation within the FDCP area would be accomplished in stages 
correlated to the location and intensity of a wildfire occurrence.  Exit routes from 
the Foresthill Divide would be determined by the appropriate public safety agency 
in the event of a wildfire incident.  Although primary egress from the Foresthill 
Divide would be by way of Foresthill Road, several less traveled routes exist 
along Yankee Jims Road, Iowa Hill Road, Old Foresthill Road, Mosquito Ridge 
Road, and Ponderosa Way that could be used for evacuation routes. 
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Letter 26A: Ronald L. Flodine 
 
Response 26A-A:  Comment noted.  This comment addresses the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
component of the FDCP DEIR regarding concern over the total number of dwelling units 
proposed and expresses community sentiment regarding the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
proposal.  Potential environmental impacts resulting from implementation of the Forest Ranch 
Concept Plan component of the FDCP DEIR have been addressed and mitigated throughout the 
document. This is a comment on the merits of the proposed Foresthill Divide Community Plan 
and does not raise a significant environmental issue that requires a response in this Final EIR. 
 
Response 26A-B: The third paragraph at page 3-68 of the DEIR is amended as follows to provide 
additional perspective regarding wildfire incident evacuation.   
 

Wild land fires present a serious risk to residents and structures on the Foresthill 
Divide.  The CDF Fire Hazard Severity Classification System was used to map 
the extreme, high, and moderate fire hazard areas on the Foresthill Divide.  
Extreme hazard ratings are located in the steep sloping areas along the North and 
Middle Forks of the American River.  High hazard areas generally exist 
surrounding the Todd’s Valley Subdivision and in the Yankee Jim’s area.  
Moderate rating occurs in the existing town site of Foresthill and extending north 
along Foresthill Road to Baker Ranch on the level areas as well as in the Todd’s 
Valley Subdivision.  
 
Emergency evacuation within the FDCP area would be accomplished in stages 
correlated to the location and intensity of a wildfire occurrence.  Exit routes from 
the Foresthill Divide would be determined by the appropriate public safety agency 
in the event of a wildfire incident.  Although primary egress from the Foresthill 
Divide would be by way of Foresthill Road, several less traveled routes exist 
along Yankee Jims Road, Iowa Hill Road, Old Foresthill Road, Mosquito Ridge 
Road, and Ponderosa Way that could be used for evacuation routes. 
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Letter 26B: Ronald L. Flodine 
 
Response 26B-A: This comment addresses policies, implementation actions, and standards 
included in the FDCP Policy Plan, not the DEIR, and is a comment on the merits of the proposed 
Foresthill Divide Community Plan and does not raise a significant environmental issue that 
requires a response in this Final EIR. 
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Letter 27: William J Hannson 
 
Response 27-A:  Comment noted.  This comment addresses concern over the total number of 
dwelling units allowed by proposed densities and their effects on transportation and a perception 
that the traffic count survey used for the DEIR analysis was completed in 1996.  A  Traffic Study 
for the Foresthill Divide Community Plan, May 2007 was prepared by MRO Engineers based on 
recent traffic counts collected on Tuesday, May 17, 2005 and August 20, 2004.  All traffic 
related impacts have been addressed and mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the 
DEIR Section 3.9 – Transportation and Circulation. 
 
Response 27-B:  Comment noted.  Please see the discussion on page 2-6 and page 2-7 of the 
Draft EIR.  In addition, the theoretical buildout population of 62,000 is described in Section 3.2 
Land Use of the DEIR in the first paragraph of page 3-18 as follows: 
 

This theoretical population growth can not be realized during the time horizon of 
the FDCP, or even the distant future given the lack of suitable wastewater 
treatment facilities and treated domestic water.  Such a buildout population also 
assumes 100% of the maximum density of each land use district when in an area 
like Foresthill such densities cannot be achieved due to the infrastructure 
constraints listed above and environmental constraints as well (e.g., slope, and 
onsite septic capabilities)…..Buildout under the existing zoning, constrained as 
described in the project description, would yield a population of 19,272 which 
would not occur until the year 2170. 

 
All population related impacts of the FDCP have been addressed in the context of the projected 
2170 population of 19,272 and mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the DEIR. 
 
The third paragraph at page 3-68 of the DEIR is amended as follows to provide additional 
perspective regarding wildfire incident evacuation.   
 

Wild land fires present a serious risk to residents and structures on the Foresthill 
Divide.  The CDF Fire Hazard Severity Classification System was used to map 
the extreme, high, and moderate fire hazard areas on the Foresthill Divide.  
Extreme hazard ratings are located in the steep sloping areas along the North and 
Middle Forks of the American River.  High hazard areas generally exist 
surrounding the Todd’s Valley Subdivision and in the Yankee Jim’s area.  
Moderate rating occurs in the existing town site of Foresthill and extending north 
along Foresthill Road to Baker Ranch on the level areas as well as in the Todd’s 
Valley Subdivision.  
 
Emergency evacuation within the FDCP area would be accomplished in stages 
correlated to the location and intensity of a wildfire occurrence.  Exit routes from 
the Foresthill Divide would be determined by the appropriate public safety agency 
in the event of a wildfire incident.  Although primary egress from the Foresthill 
Divide would be by way of Foresthill Road, several less traveled routes exist 
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along Yankee Jims Road, Iowa Hill Road, Old Foresthill Road, Mosquito Ridge 
Road, and Ponderosa Way that could be used for evacuation routes. 
 

Response 27-C:  Comment noted.  A decision to close the Auburn Cal Fire unit, as stated by the 
commenter, has not been made and will not be made until the 2008/2009 State budget is adopted 
after July 1, 2008.  A reassessment of the fire protection capabilities within the FDCP area, based 
on the commenters assumption, is premature at this time. 
 
Response 27-D:  Comment noted.  See Response 27-B above. 
 
Response 27-E:  Comment noted. See Response 27-B above.  
 
Response 27-F:  Comment noted. This comment does not raise a significant environmental issue 
that requires a response in this Final EIR.  
 
Response 27-G:  Comment noted.  This comment address the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
component of the DEIR regarding concern over the total number of dwelling units proposed and 
the effect of said units on transportation.  A Traffic Study for the Foresthill Divide Community 
Plan, May 2007 was prepared by MRO Engineers.  All traffic related impacts have been 
addressed and mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the DEIR Section 3.9 – 
Transportation and Circulation. 
 
Response 27-H:  This comment does not have any bearing to the environmental impacts that are 
addressed by the DEIR for the Revised Draft Foresthill Divide Community Plan as required by 
CEQA,  and does not raise a significant environmental issue that requires a response in this Final 
EIR.  




