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Letter 27A: William J Hannson 
 
Response 27A-A: See Response 27-A. 
 
Response 27A-B:  This comment does not have bearing on environmental impacts that are 
addressed by the DEIR for the FDCP and does not raise a significant environmental issue that 
requires a response in this Final EIR.  
 
Response 27A-C:  Comment noted.  The FDCP population projection of 19,272 in the year 2170 
serves as the basis for DEIR analysis and is not considered “excessive” population growth over a 
span of over 160 years in consideration of the FDCP area population of approximately 5,987 in 
2005 and the 109 square mile size of the FDCP.  Furthermore, the growth rate projection of 2% 
was used to serve as a worse-case scenario and is likely unsustainable between the present and 
build out. 
 
Response 27A-D:  See Response 27-B. 
 
Response 27A-E:  Comment noted. Please see response 27-B. All traffic related impacts have 
been addressed and mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the DEIR Section 3.9 – 
Transportation and Circulation.  
 
Response 27A-F:  Comment noted. This comment does not raise a significant environmental 
issue that requires a response in this Final EIR.  
 
Response 27A-G:  See Response 27-G. 
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Letter 28: Katherine Galimba 
 
Response 28-A:  The third paragraph at page 3-68 of the DEIR is amended as follows to provide 
additional perspective regarding wildfire incident evacuation.   
 

Wild land fires present a serious risk to residents and structures on the Foresthill 
Divide.  The CDF Fire Hazard Severity Classification System was used to map 
the extreme, high, and moderate fire hazard areas on the Foresthill Divide.  
Extreme hazard ratings are located in the steep sloping areas along the North and 
Middle Forks of the American River.  High hazard areas generally exist 
surrounding the Todd’s Valley Subdivision and in the Yankee Jim’s area.  
Moderate rating occurs in the existing town site of Foresthill and extending north 
along Foresthill Road to Baker Ranch on the level areas as well as in the Todd’s 
Valley Subdivision.  
 
Emergency evacuation within the FDCP area would be accomplished in stages 
correlated to the location and intensity of a wildfire occurrence.  Exit routes from 
the Foresthill Divide would be determined by the appropriate public safety agency 
in the event of a wildfire incident.  Although primary egress from the Foresthill 
Divide would be by way of Foresthill Road, several less traveled routes exist 
along Yankee Jims Road, Iowa Hill Road, Old Foresthill Road, Mosquito Ridge 
Road, and Ponderosa Way that could be used for evacuation routes. 
 

Response 28-B:  Comment noted.  This comment addresses the total number of dwelling units 
proposed  by the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP and the and the effects 
these units would have on air quality (addressed in Section 3.8 – Air Quality), noise (addressed 
in Section 3.10 – Noise), hydrology (addressed in Section 3.4 – Public Facilities) natural habitat 
(addressed in Section 3.6 – Natural Resources/Conservation/Open Space), and aesthetics 
(addressed in Section 3.3 – Aesthetics).  Potential impacts related to these environmental factors 
resulting from implementation of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP have 
been addressed and mitigated throughout the DEIR.  Project specific impacts will be further 
evaluated at such time that a Specific Plan EIR is prepared. 
 
Response 28-C:  Comment noted.  This comment address the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
component of the DEIR regarding concern over the total number of dwelling units proposed and 
the effect of said units on transportation.  A Traffic Study for the Foresthill Divide Community 
Plan, May 2007 was prepared by MRO Engineers.  All traffic related impacts have been 
addressed and mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the DEIR Section 3.9 – 
Transportation and Circulation. 
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Letter 29: Laura Sue Hicks, Blackhawk and Black Oak Association 
 
Response 29-A:  Comment noted.  This comment addresses the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
component of the DEIR regarding concern over the total number of dwelling units proposed and 
there effects on the air quality, public services, noise, hydrology, biology and aesthetics.  The 
impacts of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component with regards to these impacts have been 
addressed and mitigated throughout the document. 
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Letter 29A: Ivan and Judy Strayer, Ed and Pat Fleming, Dennis and Gail McCafferty, Janet 
Leatherman, Dick and Margie Kloth, Rod and Linda Ondricek, Gary and Kathleen 
Duncan, Larry and Sue Hicks, Ron Flodine, and Bob and Terrie Malella 

 
Response 29A-A: As proposed the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP will be 
required to obtain potable water from the Foresthill Public District or obtain their own water 
supply and provide a municipal wastewater treatment plant in lieu of individual septic systems.  
Therefore there should be no impact to the aquifer supporting domestic wells in the area and 
pollutants found in municipal wastewater will be removed at the treatment plant prior to entering 
the environment. Contaminants that may exist within the existing aquifer as a result of historic 
mining activity is a pre-existing condition and not considered to be an impact precipitated by 
implementation of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP. 
 
Response 29A-B:  This comment addresses the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the 
FDCP expressing concern over the total number of dwelling units proposed and the effects of 
these units on downstream surface water quality within the FDCP area.  The impacts of the 
Forest Ranch Concept Plan component regarding this potential impact has been addressed and 
mitigated in Section 3.6 – Natural Resources/Conservation/Open Space of the DEIR. 
 
Response 29A-C:  This comment addresses the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the 
FDCP expressing concern over the total number of dwelling units proposed and the effects of 
these units supply of groundwater.  As stated in response 29A-A above, the Forest Ranch 
Concept Plan component of the FDCP will be required to obtain potable water from the 
Foresthill Public Utility District, or obtain their own water supply, and provide a municipal 
wastewater treatment plant in lieu of individual septic systems.  Therefore there should be no 
impact to the aquifer supporting domestic wells in the area and pollutants found in municipal 
wastewater will be removed at the treatment plant prior to entering the environment.  
 
Response 29A-D:  Comment noted.  This comment addresses the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
component of the DEIR regarding concern over the total number of dwelling units proposed and 
the effects of these units on traffic volume within the FDCP area.  A Draft Traffic Study for the 
Foresthill Divide Community Plan, May 2007 was prepared by MRO Engineers.  Traffic related 
impacts have been addressed and mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the DEIR in 
Section 3.9 – Transportation and Circulation. 
 
Response 29A-E:  Comment noted. This comment expresses the commenters opinion of senior 
housing opportunities proposed by the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP and 
does not raise a significant environmental issue that requires a response in this Final EIR.  
 
Response 29A-F:  This comment addresses the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the 
DEIR regarding concern over the total number of dwelling units proposed and the effects these 
units will have on air quality and the generation of noise and light pollution.  The impacts of the 
Forest Ranch Concept Plan component with regards to these impacts have been addressed and 
mitigated throughout the document. 
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Response 29A-G:  This comment addresses the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the 
FDCP expressing concern over the total number of dwelling units proposed and the impact these 
units would have on public facilities and services within the Community of Foresthill.  The 
impacts of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP pertaining to public facilities 
and services have been addressed and mitigated in Section 3.4 – Public Facilities of the DEIR. 
 
Response 29A-H:  Protection of Native American resources on Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) land, located within, or adjacent to, the FDCP area, is the responsibility of the BLM.  
Gradual increase in population within the FDCP from the existing population of approximately 
5,987 to 19,272 in the year 2170, a 160 year time span, will not significantly alter existing access 
to BLM lands or visitor use patterns.   
 
Response 29A-I:  Comment noted.  The purpose of the proposed FDCP, inclusive of the Forest 
Ranch Concept Plan component, is to update and amend the County General Plan and Foresthill 
General Plan.  The proposed FDCP is only inconsistent with these existing plans to the extent 
that it has yet to be adopted. If the proposed FDCP is adopted, with or without inclusion of the 
Forest Ranch Concept Plan component, it will become a part of the Placer County General Plan 
and replace the Foresthill General Plan and a small portion of the Auburn Bowman Community 
Plan and the Weimar/Applegate/Clipper Gap Community Plan; thereby becoming consistent 
with the County General Plan. 
 
Response 29A-J:  This comment address the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the DEIR 
expressing concern over the total number of dwelling units proposed and the impact these units 
would have on wildlife resources.  The impacts of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of 
the FDCP pertaining wildlife have been addressed and mitigated in Section 3.6 – Natural 
Resources, Conservation and Open Space. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A

B

C

D

Letter 30



E

D cont.



 
Final EIR  Letter 30-1 
Revised Foresthill Divide Community Plan  July 2008 

Letter 30: Lawrence A. (Larry) Jordan 
 
Response 30-A:  Comment noted.  Loss of timberlands due to population increase has been 
addressed in Section 3.6 – Natural Resources, Conservation and Open Space of the DEIR.  
Although the goals and policies of the proposed FDCP are designed to protect and preserve 
existing forest and timber resources with approximately 66% of the plan area designated for 
Open Space or Timberland uses, ultimate conversion of timberlands under the proposed FDCP 
has been identified as a cumulative, significant and unavoidable impact with or without inclusion 
of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component in the FDCP (DEIR pages 3-179 and 3-182).    
Additionally, it is worthy to note that Cal Fire is actively engaged in fuel reduction programs to 
reduce the high levels of brush and timber fuel loading that contribute to wildland fire hazard in 
the FDCP area. 
 
Response 30-B:  Comment in support of the mixed use designation proposed for the historic 
Foresthill downtown core is noted.  This is a comment on the merits of the proposed Foresthill 
Divide Community Plan and does not raise a significant environmental issue that requires a 
response in this Final EIR.  
 
Response 30-C:  Comment in opposition to commercial zoning within the boundaries of the 
Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP is noted. This is a comment on the merits of 
the proposed Foresthill Divide Community Plan and does not raise a significant environmental 
issue that requires a response in this Final EIR.  
 
Response 30-D: Comment noted. This comment expresses the commenters opinion of senior 
housing opportunities proposed by the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP and 
is a comment on the merits of the proposed Foresthill Divide Community Plan and does not raise 
a significant environmental issue that requires a response in this Final EIR.  
 
Response 30-E:  Comment noted.  This comment addresses the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
component of the DEIR regarding traffic volume within the FDCP area.  A Traffic Study for the 
Foresthill Divide Community Plan, May 2007 was prepared by MRO Engineers.  Traffic related 
impacts have been addressed and mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the DEIR in 
Section 3.9 – Transportation and Circulation. 
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Letter 31: Lisa Loftus 
 
Response 31-A:  The Foresthill Public Utility District (PUD) has reviewed and commented on the 
FDCP DEIR (see comment Letter 10 and corresponding Responses).  Project specific plans for 
provision of water service will be reviewed by the PUD as they are developed in the future.  
   
Response 31-B:  Comment noted.  A Traffic Study for the Foresthill Divide Community Plan, 
May 2007 was prepared by MRO Engineers.  All traffic related impacts have been addressed and 
mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the DEIR Section 3.9 – Transportation and 
Circulation.  It is not possible to further address the commenters assertion that the “traffic impact 
is not correctly presented” in that specific aspects of the Traffic Study that are considered to be 
incorrect are not provided and no evidence has been provided to substantiate that statement. 
 
Response 31-C:  The third paragraph at page 3-68 of the DEIR is amended as follows to provide 
additional perspective regarding wildfire incident evacuation.   
 

Wild land fires present a serious risk to residents and structures on the Foresthill 
Divide.  The CDF Fire Hazard Severity Classification System was used to map 
the extreme, high, and moderate fire hazard areas on the Foresthill Divide.  
Extreme hazard ratings are located in the steep sloping areas along the North and 
Middle Forks of the American River.  High hazard areas generally exist 
surrounding the Todd’s Valley Subdivision and in the Yankee Jim’s area.  
Moderate rating occurs in the existing town site of Foresthill and extending north 
along Foresthill Road to Baker Ranch on the level areas as well as in the Todd’s 
Valley Subdivision.  
 
Emergency evacuation within the FDCP area would be accomplished in stages 
correlated to the location and intensity of a wildfire occurrence.  Exit routes from 
the Foresthill Divide would be determined by the appropriate public safety agency 
in the event of a wildfire incident.  Although primary egress from the Foresthill 
Divide would be by way of Foresthill Road, several less traveled routes exist 
along Yankee Jims Road, Iowa Hill Road, Old Foresthill Road, Mosquito Ridge 
Road, and Ponderosa Way that could be used for evacuation routes. 
 

It is not possible to further address the commenters assertion that “fire and evacuation is not 
adequately presented” in that specific aspects of the DEIR discussion regarding wildfire and 
related evacuation strategies that are considered to be inadequate are not provided and evidence 
to substantiate that statement has not been provided. 
 
Response 31-D: Comment noted. This is a comment on the merits of the proposed Foresthill 
Divide Community Plan and does not raise a significant environmental issue that requires a 
response in this Final EIR. 
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Letter 32: Cheryl Lopez 
 
Response 32-A:  Comment noted. The commenter appears to be concerned about the potential 
use of approximately 100 acres for off road motorcycles and horseback riding.  The 100 acre 
property referenced by the commenter is designated for Forest Residential use by the FDCP, not 
open space recreation uses. Any unauthorized use of the 100 acre site for motorized recreation or 
equestrian activities is a Zoning Ordinance Code enforcement issue. This is a comment on the 
merits of the proposed Foresthill Divide Community Plan and does not raise a significant 
environmental issue that requires a response in this Final EIR. 
 
Response 32-B:  The comment regarding noise impact analysis on a project by project basis is 
noted. This comment does not raise a significant environmental issue that requires a response in 
this Final EIR 
 
Response 32-C:  See Response 32-A above.   
 
Response 32-D:  Comment noted. The commenter expresses concerns regarding fire safety, steep 
hillsides, noise, air quality, transportation and traffic relative to the Raintree Subdivision project. 
It is beyond the scope of this EIR to analyze impacts related to a completely different project. 
 
 
 











 
Final EIR  Letter 33-1 
Revised Foresthill Divide Community Plan  July 2008 

Letter 33: Gloria Marie 
 
Response 33-A:   Comment noted.  If approved as a component of the FDCP and subsequently as 
a Specific Plan, the Forest Ranch Concept Plan project would be phased over several years with 
commensurate revenue generation to support expansion of necessary public safety services to 
meet resident and employee needs within the FDCP area.   
 
Response 33-B:   Comment regarding adequate funding to support service needs in conjunction 
with the Forest Ranch Concept Plan project is noted.  Mitigation Measure 3.4-4 found at page 3-
96 of the DEIR requires the developer of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan project to pay shall pay 
a fair share contribution to provide for facilities and services to maintain fire safety standards in 
accordance with local, state, and federal requirements.  Mitigation Measure 3.4-5 found at page 
3-98 of the DEIR provides that the Forest Ranch Concept Plan developer shall be required to 
establish a special benefit assessment district or other funding mechanism to assure adequate 
funding for law enforcement and related services and operational costs, with funding 
responsibilities imposed on residential, office, commercial and recreational properties within the 
Forest Ranch Concept Plan area, including the costs for services required to satisfy General Plan 
standards now in existence or later amended.  The funding mechanism shall be subject to the 
prior review and approval of Placer County, and shall be approved by the affected landowners 
prior to recordation of the first final subdivision map.  Mitigation Measure 3.4-8 found at page 3-
101 of the DEIR states that developments located within the Forest Ranch Concept Plan area 
shall pay a fair share contribution to an established assessment district to provide for facilities 
and services to maintain adequate cemeteries, libraries, health services, road maintenance and 
snow removal, and solid waste collection and disposal services for the FDCP. 
 
As stated at page 3-71 of the DEIR, medical attention is available through Foresthill Medical 
Center; dentistry and chiropractic services are also available in the Plan area. Emergency care 
and birthing services are provided through larger hospitals such as Auburn Faith Hospital in 
North Auburn and Sutter Roseville Hospital located in east Roseville.  Ambulance service in the 
Plan area is provided by AMR ambulance service out of Auburn (under contract with Placer 
County) and the Safety Club, a volunteer organization that provides emergency medical response 
to the community.  Med-evac helicopters (Cal Star, under contract with Placer County) can land, 
as necessary, at the schools, ball fields, and on Foresthill Road. 
 
This comment also addresses the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the DEIR regarding 
traffic volume within the FDCP area.  A Traffic Study for the Foresthill Divide Community Plan, 
May 2007 was prepared by MRO Engineers.  Traffic related impacts have been addressed and 
mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the DEIR in Section 3.9 – Transportation and 
Circulation. 
 
Response 33-C:   Comment noted.  Air quality is an important resource in the FDCP area.  Clean, 
fresh air is one of the features that attract people to live in rural areas such as the Foresthill 
Divide.  Section 3.8 – Air Quality of the DEIR addresses and mitigates impacts related to air 
quality to the fullest extent practicable.   
 



 
Final EIR  Letter 33-2 
Revised Foresthill Divide Community Plan  July 2008 

Response 33-D:   Comment noted.  This comment addresses the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
component of the DEIR regarding traffic volume within the FDCP area.  A Traffic Study for the 
Foresthill Divide Community Plan, May 2007 was prepared by MRO Engineers.  Traffic related 
impacts have been addressed and mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the DEIR in 
Section 3.9 – Transportation and Circulation. 
 
Response 33-E:  Comment noted.  Impact 3.6-9 to 3.6-19 found in Section 3.6 of the DEIR 
address impacts related to loss of wildlife habitat.  A field reconnaissance level survey was 
conducted and data was collected for existing biological resources in the area.  Surveys and 
analysis of biological resources were completed by Foothill Associates.  Analysis of timber 
resources was conducted by Peregrine Environmental.   In addition the proposed FDCP includes 
Policy 4.A.3-1 and Implementation Measures #3 and #5 (cited in Impact 3.6-9).  Implementation 
Measure #3 requires that reconnaissance-level biological surveys be conducted for all new 
development proposals on undeveloped land.  Protocol surveys and mitigation is required if 
indicated by the survey results.  If indicated by reconnaissance surveys, Implementation Measure 
#5 requires that site-specific evaluations be performed at the appropriate time of year to 
determine the presence or absence of rare, threatened, or endangered species of plants or 
animals.  Such evaluation must consider the potential for significant impact on these resources, 
and will identify feasible measure(s) to mitigate such impacts.  Further information regarding 
wildlife habitat impacts and related mitigation measures can be found in Section 3.6 of the 
DEIR, Impacts 3.6-9 to 3.6-19. 
 
Response 33-F:  Comment noted.  New nighttime lighting resulting from the addition of 
approximately 2,213 new residential units and up to 28 acres of commercial and office uses as 
proposed by the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP will be dispersed over 
approximately 1,307 acres.  Direct impact on the community of Foresthill will be diminished by 
the heavily forested environment surrounding the community.  Additionally Section 3.3 – 
Aesthetics of the DEIR has provided light and glare impact reducing mitigation measures as well 
as a listing of goals and implementation measures found in the Placer County General Plan, the 
Placer County Design Guidelines and the proposed FDCP designed to ensure minimal impact to 
the night sky form new development within the FDCP boundaries. 
 
Response 33-G:  Comment noted.  If the Forest Ranch Concept Plan is approved as a component 
of the FDCP, a Specific Plan EIR will be required prior to development of the Forest Ranch 
Concept Plan project.  At this point and in depth hydrological study will be conducted and 
mitigation incorporated into the Specific Plan EIR to address prevention of groundwater and 
surface water pollution associated with any golf course associated with the proposed Forest 
Ranch Concept Plan.  
 
Response 33-H:  Comment noted.  This comment addresses the Forest Ranch Concept Plan 
component of the DEIR regarding traffic volume within the FDCP area.  A Traffic Study for the 
Foresthill Divide Community Plan, May 2007 was prepared by MRO Engineers.  Traffic related 
impacts have been addressed and mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the DEIR in 
Section 3.9 – Transportation and Circulation. 
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Response 33-I:  Comment noted.  If the Forest Ranch Concept Plan is approved as a component 
of the FDCP, a Specific Plan EIR will be required prior to development of the Forest Ranch 
Concept Plan project.  At this point the Department of Conservation’s Abandoned Mined Lands 
Unit will be consulted regarding proposed uses under the Specific Plan that may require 
remediation and/or mitigation regarding abandoned mines on the project site with mitigation 
incorporated into the Specific Plan EIR to address potential abandoned mines/residential or 
commercial land use conflicts.  Contaminants that may exist within the existing aquifer as a 
result of historic mining activity is a pre-existing condition and not considered to be an impact 
precipitated by implementation of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the FDCP. 
 
Response 33-J:  The FDCP does not propose to locate a trail or apply the open space land use 
designation directly behind homes on upper Foresthill Road as stated by the commenter. The 
proposed north/south aligned trail route shown on Figure III. 6. of the FDCP and proposed open 
space land use designation are located west of the existing homes that are located on the north 
side of upper Foresthill Road.  The Forest Residential Development Reserve 1-4.6 Acre 
Minimum is the land use designation proposed directly behind the existing homes on upper 
Foresthill Road. 
 
Response 33-K:  Comment noted.  If the Forest Ranch Concept Plan is approved as a component 
of the FDCP, a Specific Plan EIR will be required prior to development of the Concept Plan  
project.  At this point and in depth analysis will be prepared regarding tree removal on the 
approximate 1,307 acre portion of the 2,615 acre Forest Ranch Concept Plan project site that 
would ultimately be developed.   
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Letter 34: James and Linda Parshall 
 
Response 34-A:  Comment noted.  This comment addresses concerns regarding planning and land 
use impacts (primarily access easement effects on surrounding properties) related to a proposed 
zone change and parcel map application for a single parcel within the 109 square mile FDCP 
area.  A lot line adjustment or parcel map reconfiguring the subject parcel will be subject to 
Placer County review at the time of approval consideration. At that time comment and testimony 
from the public will be considered and environmental impacts will be addressed as necessary and 
appropriate.  This comment does not raise a significant environmental issue that requires a 
response in this Final EIR.  
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Letter 35: Gerda Percival 
 
Response 35-A:  The comment in support of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the 
FDCP is noted.  This comment does not raise a significant environmental issue that requires a 
response in this Final EIR.  
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Letter 36: Ralph C. Roper 
 
Response 36-A:  The comment regarding property owner desire to retain the existing TPZ zoning 
classification of his property is noted.  The FDCP does not propose to change the current zoning 
of the subject parcels. 
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Letter 37: Daryl and Bonnie Rosta 
 
Response 37-A:  Comment regarding alternative routes in lieu of the Foresthill bridge is noted.  
The third paragraph at page 3-68 of the DEIR is amended as follows to provide additional 
perspective regarding catastrophic event evacuation.   
 

Wild land fires present a serious risk to residents and structures on the Foresthill 
Divide.  The CDF Fire Hazard Severity Classification System was used to map 
the extreme, high, and moderate fire hazard areas on the Foresthill Divide.  
Extreme hazard ratings are located in the steep sloping areas along the North and 
Middle Forks of the American River.  High hazard areas generally exist 
surrounding the Todd’s Valley Subdivision and in the Yankee Jim’s area.  
Moderate rating occurs in the existing town site of Foresthill and extending north 
along Foresthill Road to Baker Ranch on the level areas as well as in the Todd’s 
Valley Subdivision.  
 
Emergency evacuation within the FDCP area would be accomplished in stages 
correlated to the location and intensity of a wildfire occurrence.  Exit routes from 
the Foresthill Divide would be determined by the appropriate public safety agency 
in the event of a wildfire incident.  Although primary egress from the Foresthill 
Divide would be by way of Foresthill Road, several less traveled routes exist 
along Yankee Jims Road, Iowa Hill Road, Old Foresthill Road, Mosquito Ridge 
Road, and Ponderosa Way that could be used for evacuation routes. 
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Letter 38: Mr. and Mrs. Gene Rush 
 
Response 38-A:  The commenter opinion on the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the 
FDCP is noted.  With exception of concern expressed regarding potential traffic and circulation 
impacts this comment does not raise a significant environmental issue that requires a response in 
this Final EIR.  In regard to the comment addressing the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component 
of the DEIR related to traffic volume and ingress/egress within the FDCP area, a Traffic Study 
for the Foresthill Divide Community Plan, May 2007 was prepared by MRO Engineers.  Traffic 
related impacts have been addressed and mitigated to the fullest extent practicable within the 
DEIR in Section 3.9 – Transportation and Circulation. 
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Letter 38A: Mr. and Mrs. Gene Rush 
 
Response 38A-A:  The commenter opinion on the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the 
FDCP is noted.  This comment does not raise a significant environmental issue that requires a 
response in this Final EIR.  
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Letter 39: Harry Shuger 
 
Response 39-A:  Gradual increase in population within the FDCP from the existing population of 
approximately 5,987 to 19,272 in the year 2170, a 160 year time span, will allow for a very 
gradual assimilation of new residents within the 109 square mile FDCP area.  The commenter 
assumption that this gradual assimilation of new residents will pose a fire hazard due to new 
residents lack of familiarity with HIGH FIRE conditions does not raise a significant 
environmental issue that requires a response in this Final EIR.   
 
Response 39-B:  Comment noted.  Traffic related impacts resulting from implementation of the 
FDCP have been addressed and mitigated in Section 3.9 – Transportation and Circulation of the 
DEIR.  Mitigations have been provided to reduce most of the transportation and circulation 
related impacts to less than significant levels provided that adequate roadway improvement 
funding is secured.  Should adequate funding not be secured, mitigatory improvements will be 
deferred and transportation and circulation related impacts will remain significant and 
unavoidable until mitigation measures are implemented. 
 
Response 39-C:  The issue of water capacity related to the FDCP and the Forest Ranch Concept 
Plan component of the FDCP have been addressed and mitigated in Section 3.6 – Natural 
Resources/Conservation/Open Space of the DEIR.  Multiple mitigation measures and polices 
have been provided to ensure that groundwater quality in the plan area is maintained at existing 
levels.  The following information will be added to the third paragraph on page 3-93 of the 
Revised DEIR: 
 

Development of the Forest Ranch Concept Plan residential units not currently 
accounted for in the water demand figures for the existing district boundaries 
(1,689 units) would require approximately 845 acre feet of water per year.  That 
demand estimate does not take into account the other proposed uses such as the 
golf course. The surplus water supply for the District would only serve 
approximately 571 additional units outside existing District boundaries.  
Although the District does not currently have any plans to expand water capacity, 
there are some options that could be explored.  As noted in the SB 610 analysis, 
the District holds water rights to additional water; however, storage facilities are 
inadequate.  It is possible to raise the level of Sugar Pine Dam which would 
provide the capacity to serve the Forest Ranch Concept Plan site.  Additionally, it 
may be possible to drill new wells to serve the project.  For the purpose of this 
program EIR, it is not necessary to definitely determine the water supply for the 
Forest Ranch Concept Plan.  It is clear that current water supply and treatment 
facilities are inadequate to serve the project; however, there are potential sources 
of water that could be developed in the future.  The January 2008 Water System 
Master Plan prepared by the Foresthill Public Utility District contains updated 
information on water supply and demand.   
 

This information is included as Appendix A of this Final EIR.   
 

 



 
Final EIR  Letter 39-2 
Revised Foresthill Divide Community Plan  July 2008 

Response 39-D:  The commenters opinion on the Forest Ranch Concept Plan component of the 
FDCP is noted.  This comment does not raise a significant environmental issue that requires a 
response in this Final EIR.  
 
Response 39-E:  Comment noted.  See Responses 39-A through 39-D above. 




