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Principles of the Vision
The following principles provide the foundation for a plan that seeks to im-
prove the physical attributes of the study area in a way that is economical-
ly sustainable and responsive to environmental conditions. The principles 
bring together key components from previous planning studies and Plan 
Area Team ideas and supplements those ideas with additional concepts 
established by the Visioning Options Team and Plan Area Team.

Table 1 (starting on page 26) illustrates how the principles were derived 
from public input – including ideas from Pathway 2007, the Plan Area 
Team, and comments received during the visioning process. Due to space 
constraints, not every comment which influenced a principle’s develop-
ment was listed. A full list of the comments received during the Visioning 
process can be found in the Appendix.

The principles are organized into four categories:
•	 Sense of Place
•	 Connectivity and Transportation
•	 Environmental Gains
•	 Economic Vitality

Sense of Place Principles
The Sense of Place principles center on core place-making elements for 
Kings Beach – identified as recreation, eclectic style, prime public beach 
front, resident’s commitment to the town’s future, local families, and sur-
rounding views. Improvements to gateways and town facilities may be 
needed, but the intent is to base those improvements upon the existing 
infrastructure and community character.

1. Establish Kings Beach as a recreation hub while maintaining 
diverse, friendly local neighborhoods. Enhance and expand avail-
ability of winter recreational opportunities. Create a waterfront 
destination to suit a wide range of visitor expectations.
 - Focus on recreation – water and mountains.
 - Trail linkages to support recreation.
 - Provide year-round recreation – consider winter uses.
 - Utilize the Kings Beach State Recreation Area to its full 

potential – satisfy a wide range of visitor experiences and 
expectations.

Principles of the Vision

Recreation and direct access to and views 
of Lake Tahoe provide defining place 
characteristics for Kings Beach.

The Kings Beach State Recreation Area 
provides opportunities for both active 
recreation and more passive recreation such 
as sight-seeing.
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2. Accomplish place making for locals and visitors by activating 
and developing interesting gathering places and encouraging 
reinvestment into building improvements while maintaining Kings 
Beach’s eclectic style.
 - Create active gathering spaces in the commercial core.
 - Support businesses by creating nodes along the Main 

Street.
 - Support reinvestment in existing businesses to enhance their 

visual quality.
 - Keep it interesting – provide a variety of design elements and 

support the arts.
3. Protect lake and ridgeline views through thoughtful site design 

and appropriate building height.
 - Utilize additional height in locations that do not negatively 

impact lake and ridgeline views.
 - Consider the shading impacts of additional height to neigh-

boring residential areas. 
 - Step buildings back from sidewalks, pedestrian areas, and 

adjacent residential areas to minimize the visual impacts of 
height.

4. Establish welcoming, attractive mixed-use gateways that rein-
force community character, create a connection to the Lake and 
recreation, and aide wayfinding.
 - Improve the image and vitality of the gateways to create a 

desirable first impression.
 - Highlight views to Lake Tahoe where feasible at gateway 

entries.
 - Establish Kings Beach as a recreation-focused town at the 

entry.
 - Consider the use of roundabouts to create a strong gateway 

at SR 28 and SR 267.
 - Promote wayfinding through good design and the integration 

of a strong wayfinding program.

Active community spaces can include 
interactive elements such as water jets and 
splash pads.

Lake views can be protected through 
thoughtful site design.
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Connectivity and Transportation Principles
Connectivity and Transportation principles recognize the importance 
of defining Kings Beach as a walkable community that is connected via 
transit to neighboring and regional destinations. The impact of the auto-
mobile can be reduced as residents and visitors are able to safely walk 
from neighborhoods, lodging, and parking areas to community facilities, 
schools, beaches, trails, and transit connections. Water transit can en-
hance connectivity and help create a destination environment.

1. Connect people to the Lake, the mountain and their neighbor-
hoods via sidewalks and trails and a lakefront promenade. Create 
a series of interconnected public recreation and gathering places.
 - Create a lakefront promenade along the KBSRA that provides 

an east-west connection along Lake Tahoe. 
 - Connect the public beach areas.
 - Provide sidewalks for defined trail connections from the 

beach to the mountain trail areas.
 - Provide sidewalks for defined local community circulation 

routes to schools and recreation areas.
2. Create a dynamic public waterfront. Highlight water transit op-

portunities and connections to public piers.
 - Reinforce the KBSRA as a desirable destination which hosts 

a variety of potential activities. 
 - Create a strong public pier that supports water transit.
 - Consider uses adjacent to the public pier which support eco-

nomic vitality and draw people into the commercial core.
3. Implement a parking management strategy that encourages walk-

ing, biking and public transit and incorporates shared parking.
 - Focus on a “park once and walk” strategy.
 - Utilize dispersed parking areas in lieu of one central 

structure.
 - Incorporate clear wayfinding and sidewalk connectivity to link 

pedestrians with the commercial core and recreation areas.
4. Provide defined walkways, bike routes and green street elements 

along primary community streets to reinforce their safety and 
function as community spaces.
 - Identify streets, such as Brook Street, that can be closed and 

used for community events. 
 - Provide safe routes for residents and visitors to go from 

neighborhoods, lodging, and parking areas to area 
destinations.

 - Address crossing issues of SR 267 to enhance connectivity 
and safety.

 - Incorporate appropriate bike lanes, bike routes, and side-
walks where needed.

Connectivity between Lake Tahoe and 
mountain activities can be created while 
providing Kings Beach with community 
spaces.

The existing public pier at Kings Beach State 
Recreation Area provides access to the Lake. 
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Environmental Gains Principles
Environmental Gains principles highlight opportunities to achieve environ-
mental gains while meeting community goals. 

1. Build upon the Commercial Core’s environmental improvements 
to reduce impacts to lake clarity. Relocate inappropriate uses 
from sensitive landscapes and consider dual uses of water quality 
facilities to achieve environmental and community needs.
 - Identify inappropriate uses which are located in stream envi-

ronment zones or other sensitive lands and determine appro-
priate strategies for relocation to more appropriate sites. 

 - Identify opportunities to improve the connection to recreation 
sites and provide beach access through the relocation of 
uses on sensitive lands.

 - Consider the dual use of sediment basins to achieve environ-
mental goals and provide community resources such as park 
facilities.

2. Develop verifiable environmental improvements as part of area-
wide solutions.
 - Identify opportunities for property owners to connect to 

planned and implemented area-wide BMP projects to reduce 
existing sediment loading to Lake Tahoe and other environ-
mental impacts.

 - Coordinate area-wide BMPs to technical realities.
3. Utilize reinvestment to implement environmental improvements, 

including water quality and scenic threshold attainment.
 - Consider reinvestment opportunities to relocate inappropriate 

uses, provide lake access, and achieve environmental gains 
while providing community resources.

 - Provide a package of environmental improvements that can 
be included with reinvestment.

Environmental improvements should 
be continued to help minimize negative 
community impacts to water clarity.

Inappropriate uses located in stream 
environment zones could be relocated to 
provide environmental improvements and 
enhance recreational access.
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Economic Vitality Principles
Economic Vitality principles describe ideas and opportunities to enhance 
the built environment, accommodations, and economic infrastructure of 
Kings Beach. The recommendations consider the soon to be constructed 
commercial core project as “existing conditions”.

1. Continue the Commercial Core’s evolution as a “Main Street” by 
promoting infill and creating a flexible, explorable, vibrant town 
form with shared public amenities beyond just SR 28.
 - Utilize side streets and parallel streets to encourage pe-

destrian exploration of commercial areas in and around the 
commercial core.

 - Consider opportunities for closure of Brook Street for com-
munity activities.

 - Focus reinvestment efforts on existing infrastructure and 
community businesses.

 - Identify opportunities for shared parking and other public 
amenities to reduce the burden on individual businesses and 
meet the needs of the greater whole.

2. Enhance overnight accommodations and the mix of uses to 
attract longer visitor stays and increase revenue generation 
potential.
 - Improve the quality of lodging accommodations.
 - Focus accommodation improvements on highly desired lake-

front properties where possible.
 - Enhance the mix of commercial uses by identifying market 

trends and providing highly desired uses in the commercial 
core.

3. Integrate the Event Center and its prime lake front access as part 
of Kings Beach’s economic and community infrastructure.
 - See following page for a list of Event Center uses discussed 

during the workshops.
 - Conduct a market study with significant public input to 

identify the potential for new uses to be incorporated into the 
Events Center. 

 - Maintain the Event Center’s community-serving facilities. 
4. Support reinvestment and redevelopment efforts to upgrade the 

built environment and address the appearance of aging buildings. 
Address issues with permitting and planning processes.
 - Enhance the visual quality of buildings and structures.
 - Maintain the variety and eclectic sense of place while improv-

ing the overall aesthetic.
 - Coordinate with the County and TRPA to facilitate implemen-

tation of facade and structural improvements.
5. Identify and accomplish incremental improvements in the short-

term to maintain momentum and achieve long-term gain for the 
future.
 - Develop achievable, fundable short-term goals.
 - Identify short-term goals that can provide a catalyst for larger 

projects.
 - Continue local commitment to implementing change to 

achieve both near- and long-term visions.

Space for outdoor dining and pedestrian areas 
will be enhanced with the planned commercial 
core improvement project.

An interesting mix of uses should be 
incorporated into the commercial core to 
encourage exploration and increase the 
amount of time people spend in the business 
area.
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North Lake Tahoe Events Center
Conversations regarding ideas for the future of the North Lake Tahoe Events Center were spurred from input by the North 
Tahoe Public Utility District (NTPUD). NTPUD noted that the facility was aging and upkeep was difficult for the agency. They 
were interested in starting a dialogue with the greater community to see what the future might look like for the facility. 

It is recommended that continued dialogue occur regarding the subject. It was noted as part of the principles that the facility 
should serve as both an economic and community resource, but the final determination of what that should be rests in further-
ing the conversation among interested parties. A list of the ideas generated as part of the visioning process are below. This list 
does not represent any recommendations from the County or the design team. It is only a list of ideas generated during the 
workshops. 

Event Center Ideas Generated During the Workshops
•	 Better utilize/not privatized/subsidized.
•	 Move event center off prime beach front – incorporate into hotel program.
•	 Incorporate mix of uses at event center (interpretive/environmental/visitor).
•	 Need to accommodate community meetings.
•	 Go to two-stories.
•	 Interpretive center (utilize the Resort Association and Tahoe Environmental Research Center).
•	 History center.

 - Steinbach
•	 Incorporate visual performing arts.
•	 Auditorium theater.
•	 Open the building up to the Lake.
•	 Events Center needs “rooms, lodging”.
•	 Create a business retreat (Granlibakken example).
•	 Want community center to stay as a community resource.
•	 Incorporate educational playground (Exploratorium).
•	 It is critical that the Event Center continue to anchor community with social and class offerings.
•	 Make sure the Event Center can host community meetings.
•	 Event Center serves as visitor central role and was designed to support a second story – create 1st floor conference, 

community, visitor center at street side, 2nd floor recreation.
•	 North Tahoe Event Center is used for shared regional uses. Residents can’t afford it alone. Consider incorporating uses 

such as a performing arts center and tourist center.
•	 Redesign street side of North Tahoe Event Center to be friendly once the commercial core project is complete.
•	 Event Center needs to have a community purpose. Provide more lake front use. Provide visitor center at road.
•	 Include an environmental center (UC Davis).
•	 Establish higher use levels for the Event Center – conference, weddings.
•	 Consider relocating existing library out of the SEZ and incorporating its functions into the Event Center.

A number of ideas were generated as part of an initial discussion regarding the use of the North Tahoe Event Center.
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Beach Promenade
The beach promenade could create a prime east-west connection along 
the Kings Beach State Recreation Area. It would connect area beaches 
and adjacent residential areas. Along residential streets, such as Brock-
way Vista, the promenade would be part of the street right-of-way. It could 
function as a shared-street that allows for both slow vehicular use and 
bicycles and pedestrians. 

Highlights would include the following:
•	 Lake views
•	 Sand retention – acts as a barrier to facilitate sand retention along the 

beach
•	 East-west connection of recreation uses
•	 Could connect to pedestrian system in front of and behind businesses 

to create a loop

Existing conditions along Kings Beach State 
Recreation Area beach front.

A boardwalk promenade along the Lake Tahoe waterfront serves both a primary user function as well as helping to retain 
sand on the beach.






