
ex�st�ng recreat�on user and auto confl�cts, 2005
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4.4 exIStInG BIke PAtH 
enHAnCement PROJeCt

rIve r .r ancH .Pave D .ParkInG .lot .
I m Prove m e nt

The ex�st�ng Truckee r�ver b�ke path extends past the r�ver 
ranch park�ng lot. The pathway �s at the same grade as the park-
�ng area and the adjacent h�ghway shoulder, and �s del�neated 
only by str�p�ng. dur�ng peak per�ods at r�ver ranch, there �s 
substant�al raft load�ng/unload�ng act�v�ty occurr�ng on both s�des 
of the b�ke path, w�th pedestr�ans walk�ng across the path to 
unload raft�ng gear. These peak per�ods are also the t�mes when 
the b�ke path fac�l�ty �s most l�kely to be heav�ly used by �nexper�-
enced cycl�sts. 

it �s recommended that the grade of the b�ke path be ra�sed 
sl�ghtly as �t extends past the park�ng area to prov�de a clear 
d�st�nct�on to motor�sts between the pathway surface and the 
adjacent park�ng lot and road shoulder surface. Th�s ra�sed tra�l 
surface would serve as a speed table for motor�sts cross�ng the 
tra�l as they enter and ex�t the park�ng lot, forc�ng them to reduce 
the�r speeds. The des�gn of the tra�l would need to be compat-
�ble w�th h�ghway operat�on, �nclud�ng snow removal. landscap�ng 
or another su�table barr�er should be placed where the pathway 
runs adjacent to the r�ver ranch park�ng stalls, to ensure that 
parked veh�cles do not encroach �nto the pathway. f�nally, the 
dr�veway entrance and ex�t locat�ons of the park�ng lot should be 
clearly marked w�th h�gh-v�s�b�l�ty cross�ng mark�ngs along the tra�l, 
and standard tra�l cross�ng s�gnage. 

key ISSueS

• impacts on r�ver ranch park�ng and load�ng areas

• Compat�b�l�ty w�th h�ghway operat�on, �nclud�ng snow 
removal.

• Cost

ADDItIOnAl StuDIeS

• deta�led tra�l al�gnment plann�ng

• Park�ng and traff�c study

• env�ronmental rev�ew

• des�gn and eng�neer�ng

PARtneR AGenCIeS

r�ver ranch, Caltrans, Placer County, Truckee r�ver Watershed 
Counc�l

COSt eStImAte

Total est�mated cost: $$
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rIve r .r ancH .u n Pave D .ParkInG .are a .
I m Prove m e nt

as �t approaches r�ver ranch from the south, the ex�st�ng 
Truckee r�ver b�ke path extends between two heav�ly used park-
�ng/load�ng areas. on the west s�de of the path �s a w�de unpaved 
area used by raft compan�es to load and unload boats. although 
th�s unpaved area �s separated from the b�ke path by a row of 
boulders, veh�cles must dr�ve across the b�ke path to enter or ex�t 
the unpaved area. on the east s�de of the path �s a narrow paved 
area w�th a row of unmarked 90-degree park�ng spaces used by 
people want�ng to access the r�ver. The park�ng spaces are sepa-
rated from the b�ke path by only about 10 feet of w�dth, and no 
vert�cal barr�er. as a result, veh�cles must dr�ve �mmed�ately next 
to—and somet�mes onto—the b�ke path to get �nto and out of 
the park�ng spaces. The result of the current conf�gurat�on w�th 
the path �n the m�ddle �s that veh�cle cross�ngs/encroachments 
come from both s�des—from users of the unpaved area cross-
�ng the pathway, and from users of the 90-degree park�ng spaces 
dr�v�ng along the pathway.

it �s recommended that the b�ke path be relocated to the east 
s�de of th�s area and that the ex�st�ng 90-degree park�ng spaces 
be sh�fted west. Th�s would have the benef�t of tak�ng the path 
out of the m�ddle of th�s area and m�n�m�z�ng the cross�ng 
confl�cts. under th�s conf�gurat�on, path users would only have 
a s�ngle veh�cle cross�ng po�nt—at the south. Th�s area would 
be str�ped w�th a h�gh-v�s�b�l�ty crosswalk, and the tra�l would be 
or�ented to slow tra�l users to a stop before they cross the dr�ve-
way. The tra�l would be separated from the park�ng spaces by a 
vert�cal barr�er to ensure that veh�cles would not encroach onto 
the tra�l as they pull �nto spaces. although th�s �s seen pr�mar�ly as 
a reconf�gurat�on, not requ�r�ng substant�al new area, some areas 
of reta�n�ng wall may be requ�red depend�ng on how far the tra�l 
would be sh�fted to the east.

key ISSueS

• ingress and egress for r�ver ranch and other r�ver access 
park�ng

• Potent�al need for reta�n�ng walls along east s�de of tra�l

ADDItIOnAl StuDIeS

• deta�led tra�l al�gnment plann�ng

• Park�ng study

• env�ronmental rev�ew

• des�gn and eng�neer�ng

PARtneR AGenCIeS

r�ver ranch, Placer County, other adjacent pr�vate landowners, 
Cal�forn�a Conservanc�es, Truckee r�ver Watershed Counc�l, raft 
operators

COSt eStImAte

Total est�mated cost: $$
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ex�st�ng squaw Valley road/sr 89 �ntersect�on, 2005
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sQuaw .valle y .roaD .cros s InG .
I m Prove m e nt s

The ex�st�ng Truckee r�ver b�ke path crosses sr 89 at squaw Val-
ley road and cont�nues west toward squaw Valley. Currently, th�s 
T-�ntersect�on �s conf�gured w�th free r�ght-turn lanes for traff�c 
turn�ng onto and off of squaw Valley road. These free r�ght-turn 
lanes are demarcated only w�th pa�nt, leav�ng a large tr�angular 
area between the turn lane and the other travel lanes. Pedestr�-
ans cross�ng these locat�ons must cross a relat�vely w�de area of 
asphalt to safely cross th�s �ntersect�on. it �s recommended that 
�mprovements such as traff�c �slands and adjustments to s�gnal 
t�m�ng be made at th�s �ntersect�on.

in add�t�on, s�gnage �n th�s locat�on �s lack�ng. because the tra�l 
crosses to the east s�de of sr 89 before turn�ng south toward 
Tahoe C�ty, th�s cross�ng may be counter�ntu�t�ve for tra�l users 
who are not fam�l�ar w�th the area. s�m�larly, tra�l users com�ng 
from the south may be confused by cross�ng the h�ghway at th�s 
po�nt and want to cont�nue r�d�ng north along the h�ghway. Clear 
wayf�nd�ng s�gnage that reads “To squaw Valley” or “To Tahoe 
C�ty” would help users nav�gate th�s �ntersect�on. 

key ISSueS

• snow removal cons�derat�ons for concrete �sland

• Temporary convers�on to double r�ght-turn lane out of 
squaw Valley road dur�ng w�nter months when sk� area �s 
be�ng ex�ted

• Poss�b�l�ty of us�ng removable flex�ble plast�c bollards �n 
place of concrete �sland; these bollards could be removed 
dur�ng w�nter for use as a double r�ght-turn lane

ADDItIOnAl StuDIeS

• Traff�c study

PARtneR AGenCIeS

Caltrans, Cal�forn�a h�ghway Patrol, usfs, Placer County, squaw 
Valley Pud, Truckee r�ver Watershed Counc�l

COSt eStImAte

Total est�mated cost: $$
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4.5	Roadway Shoulder 
Improvement Projects

Si  lve r Cre e k C am pgrou n d 
I m prove m e nt

The Silver Creek Campground entry/exit is currently a wide, un-
paved area off the main paved road shoulder. Vehicles exiting this 
location tend to track dirt from the unpaved road onto the road 
shoulder, creating debris for bicyclists who ride in the shoulder. It 
is recommended that this entry/exit be paved, then narrowed to 
provide single defined entry and exit lanes, and that “STOP” mark-
ings be painted on the roadway. The paved apron of the driveway 
should extend back to the campground loop road to minimize the 
amount of dirt that is tracked into the shoulder of SR 89. 

E x h i b i t  4 - 2 0 	 Si  l v e r  C r e e k  C a m p g r o u n d  E x i t  R o a d  I m p r o v e m e n t s

     

Key Issues

•	Sight distance for vehicles turning out of driveway

•	Narrowing neck of entrance driveway to minimum 
necessary to still allow turning by large vehicles pulling 
camping trailers

Additional Studies

•	Traffic study

Partner Agencies

USFS, Placer County, Caltrans, Truckee River Watershed Council

Cost Estimate

Total estimated cost: $
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4.6 InfORmAtIOnAl AnD 
eDuCAtIOnAl SIGnS AnD 
mAteRIAlS

Inte r Pre tIve .s IGn s

Ways�de �nterpret�ve exh�b�ts w�th b�olog�cal, cultural, and stew-
ardsh�p �nformat�on could be placed at key locat�ons along the 
r�ver corr�dor. interpret�ve exh�b�ts anywhere along the r�ver cor-
r�dor should be coord�nated through development of a master 
plan to determ�ne program goals and object�ves, themes and 
storyl�nes, and the appropr�ate locat�ons and means to convey 
natural resource and h�story stor�es. More spec�f�c �nterpret�ve 
and access s�gn projects are descr�bed below. 

key ISSueS

• Coord�nat�on among several agenc�es

• Potent�al for exh�b�ts to be located w�th�n floodway

ADDItIOnAl StuDIeS

• interpret�ve master plan (useful for coord�nat�ng exh�b�t 
locat�on and themes throughout the corr�dor)

PARtneR AGenCIeS

usfs, Tahoe C�ty Pud, Placer County, state Conservanc�es, 
north lake Tahoe resort assoc�at�on, squaw Valley Pud

COSt eStImAte

Total est�mated cost: $

f I s H InG , .BoatInG , .an D .tr aI l .
acce s s .s IGn s

as descr�bed �n earl�er project descr�pt�ons, people des�r�ng ac-
cess along the r�ver pull off the h�ghway at numerous locat�ons 
look�ng for the perfect or favor�te f�sh�ng spot or a n�ce place to 
access the r�ver. Projects �mplemented to consol�date r�ver access 
po�nts to the most su�table locat�ons should be complemented 
by a roads�de s�gn or marker program. access markers could be 
s�m�lar to the bollard m�le markers that c�rcle lake Tahoe. instead 
of a m�le mark, posts would use �nternat�onal symbols to �nd�cate 
access for f�sh�ng, p�cn�ck�ng, boat�ng, h�k�ng, etc.

key ISSueS

• Coord�nat�on among several agenc�es

• s�gns should be placed outs�de of snow removal area 

ADDItIOnAl StuDIeS

• d�rect�onal s�gn master plan (could be comb�ned w�th 
�nterpret�ve master plan)

PARtneR AGenCIeS

Caltrans, usfs, Tahoe C�ty Pud, state Conservanc�es, north 
lake Tahoe resort assoc�at�on, squaw Valley Pud, Placer 
County, dfg, Town of Truckee

COSt eStImAte

Total est�mated cost: $

rIve r .acce s s .B rocH u re

a paper brochure should be developed and made ava�lable at 
recreat�on centers, hotels and �nns, and local shops sell�ng or rent-
�ng recreat�on equ�pment. Th�s brochure would prov�de �nforma-
t�on on where to access the r�ver, act�v�t�es along the r�ver cor-
r�dor, and �nterpret�ve �nformat�on on natural resources, h�story, 
and r�ver stewardsh�p. ongo�ng costs for pr�nt�ng the brochure 
could be pa�d for through d�screet advert�s�ng on the brochure or 
by sol�c�t�ng brochure sponsors. Compl�mentary �nformat�on could 
also be prov�ded on the internet. Th�s could be a s�te hosted 
by any of the most popular Tahoe vacat�on or recreat�on web 
s�tes (e.g., the north lake Tahoe resort assoc�at�on); bus�nesses 
could prov�de a l�nk from the�r s�tes to the pr�mary �nformat�on 
s�te. Web s�tes are eas�ly updated and although they need to be 
act�vely managed, there are no pr�nt�ng or env�ronmental costs. 
The web s�te could also prov�de a v�rtual �nterpret�ve tour of the 
Truckee r�ver, w�th a l�nk at each of the raft company web s�tes, 
to prov�de greater v�s�tor outreach and stewardsh�p opportun�t�es.

key ISSueS

• ongo�ng seasonal pr�nt�ng costs

• Potent�al for �ncreased l�tter along r�ver

ADDItIOnAl StuDIeS

• interpret�ve master plan (could be comb�ned w�th 
d�rect�onal/safety s�gn plan)

PARtneR AGenCIeS

usfs, Tahoe C�ty Pud, Placer County, north lake Tahoe resort 
assoc�at�on, squaw Valley Pud, Town of Truckee

COSt eStImAte

Total est�mated cost: $
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Rive r corrid or Inte r pre tive Tr ai l

There are several ways environmental stewardship could be 
enhanced in the upstream reach of the Truckee River where 
current recreation use is very heavy. River corridor users receive 
very little information on river etiquette, where and how to stop 
for picnics or water play along the river, the value and sensitivity 
of riparian habitat, or the history of the Truckee River. 

Rafts rented from the various companies could be outfitted with 
a simple laminated self-guided brochure attached to the front 
or back of each raft on an adjustable lanyard for easy reading. 
A paper guide could be available at the parking area for private 
groups floating the river. Guides could be keyed to numbered 
posts along the river bank or anchored buoys/small floats placed 
seasonally. 

To complement a river trail, wayside interpretive exhibits with 
similar biological, cultural, and stewardship information could be 
placed at key locations along the existing bicycle path. The river 
and land interpretive trails should be developed together to 
present a clear coordinated message and save overall research, 
design, and manufacturing costs.

Unfortunately, no educational outreach program is 100% effec-
tive; however, many visitors will scan information provided and 
share what they find interesting with their groups. Many river us-
ers will self-police, eventually promoting a stronger river steward-
ship ethic.

Key Issues

•	Potential increase in litter if paper guides are used

•	Ongoing printing costs for paper guides

Additional Studies

•	I nterpretive master plan for river corridor

Partner Agencies
USFS, Tahoe City PUD, Placer County, State Conservancies

Cost Estimate
Total estimated cost: $ to $$ (depending on media used for 
interpretation and number of exhibits)
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