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Restore Riverbank and Provide Access 
(see section 4.2 B)
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4.7 multIuSe tR AIl

cl a s s . I  .tr aI l .— .t y PIc al .cros s .
s ec tIon

The preferred al�gnment for the Truckee r�ver b�ke path would 
be to route �t away from the h�ghway, �n an area that offers a 
scen�c, shaded place for people to r�de near the r�ver. based on 
Caltrans des�gn standards, the m�n�mum w�dth for a Class i b�ke 
path �s 8 feet of paved w�dth, w�th 2-foot unpaved shoulders on 
e�ther s�de. Where suff�c�ent w�dth �s ava�lable, the paved tra�l 
w�dth should be �ncreased to 10 or 12 feet g�ven the expected 
h�gh usage of the tra�l �n th�s area. areas of the corr�dor that 
may be su�table to accommodate th�s tra�l cross sect�on �nclude 
areas above the sewer l�ne easement on publ�c lands, such as the 
usfs campground areas. (establ�shment of a Class i path �s not 
proposed on pr�vate land, unless w�ll�ng property owners engage 
w�th Placer County to allow pr�vate property cross�ngs on the�r 
parcels.)

key ISSueS

• need for suff�c�ently level area between h�ghway and r�ver 
to prov�de Class i tra�l w�th appropr�ate setbacks from 
both h�ghway and r�ver

• Pr�vate property—level sewer easement runs through 
pr�vate property �n many locat�ons along the r�ver

• env�ronmental �mpacts:

- Vegetat�on/tree clear�ng for tra�l al�gnment

- increased publ�c access to r�ver �f tra�l extends near r�ver bank

ADDItIOnAl StuDIeS

• deta�led al�gnment plann�ng

• env�ronmental rev�ew

• des�gn and eng�neer�ng

PARtneR AGenCIeS

usfs, Placer County, sacramento area Coal�t�on of govern-
ments,  Truckee r�ver Watershed Counc�l

COSt eStImAte

Total est�mated cost: $$ (per m�le)
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cl a s s . I  .tr aI l .on .ste e P .cros s - s loPe

along the east s�de of the Truckee r�ver, the potent�al tra�l 
al�gnment �s noted �n several areas of steep cross-slope, where 
the h�lls�de slopes down d�rectly to the r�ver w�th no level area 
to prov�de a tra�l. in these areas, a Class i b�ke path can st�ll be 
accommodated, but may requ�re extens�ve cut/f�ll and reta�n�ng 
structures to prov�de a level area to construct the tra�l. Wh�le 
�t �s poss�ble to eng�neer a tra�l through these locat�ons, there �s 
an �ncreased cost due to the eng�neer�ng and a greater amount 
of env�ronmental �mpact due to the earthwork and vegetat�on 
clear�ng. 

key ISSueS

• env�ronmental �mpacts

• Cut and f�ll

• dra�nage

• Vegetat�on/tree clear�ng

• Cost

• br�dge Construct�on

ADDItIOnAl StuDIeS

• deta�led al�gnment plann�ng

• env�ronmental rev�ew

• des�gn and eng�neer�ng

PARtneR AGenCIeS

usfs, Placer County, Caltrans, Truckee r�ver Watershed Counc�l

COSt eStImAte

Total est�mated cost: $$$$ (per m�le)



Existing shoulder bike lane adjacent to roadway, 2005
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T y pe A Cros s S ec tion — B i ke Path 
with Adjace nt Parking

Type A bike path cross sections are locations where there may 
be sufficient width to accommodate both a bike path and a lane 
of parallel parking within the existing unpaved shoulder area, 
in addition to maintaining a paved shoulder area for on-street 
cyclists. The Type A cross section would require substantial width 
outside the edge of the paved shoulder—18 feet for parallel 
parking/access lanes, and 12 feet for the Class I bike path—for 
a total of about 30 feet of width. Given the few locations along 
SR 89 where this much width is available as unpaved shoulder, 
potential Type A bike path locations along the route would likely 
be very limited.

Key Issues

•	Need for sufficient unpaved shoulder width along road to 
accommodate both parallel parking and bike path

•	Need for sufficient width in parallel parking area so that 
vehicles would not block roadway travel lanes or shoulder 
while maneuvering into spaces 

•	Need for sufficient setback or barrier between parallel 
parking and bike path to ensure that parking vehicles 
would not encroach on bike path, and to prevent 
“dooring” conflicts

•	Maintenance of paved shoulder (or upgrading to bike lane, 
if feasible) on northbound side for use by cyclists who 
prefer to ride on the road

Additional Studies

•	Detailed trail alignment planning

•	Traffic study

•	Environmental review

•	Design and engineering

Partner Agencies

USFS, Placer County, Caltrans, Truckee River Watershed Council, 
Sacramento Area Coalition of Governments

Cost Estimate

Total estimated cost: $$$ (per location)
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t y Pe .B .cros s .s ec tIon .— .B I ke .PatH .
wItH .s e tBack

Type b b�ke path locat�ons are those where there �s suff�c�ent 
w�dth to develop a Class i tra�l parallel to the roadway w�th�n 
the ex�st�ng unpaved shoulder area, wh�le st�ll ma�nta�n�ng the 
on-h�ghway Class ii b�ke lane area. under th�s conf�gurat�on, there 
would not be enough w�dth for parallel park�ng, so any ex�st�ng 
park�ng �n the unpaved shoulder would need to be restr�cted. 
The Type b cross sect�on would requ�re a m�n�mum of 15 feet 
from the edge of the paved shoulder to prov�de a 5-foot land-
scaped setback and m�n�mum Class i b�ke path w�dth of 8 feet. 
no-park�ng restr�ct�ons would need to be str�ctly enforced to 
ensure that veh�cles would not attempt to park �n the b�ke lane 
area/landscape buffer. 

key ISSueS

• need for suff�c�ent unpaved shoulder w�dth to 
accommodate Class i b�ke path and buffer area

• Ma�ntenance of paved shoulder (or upgrad�ng to b�ke lane, 
�f feas�ble) on northbound s�de for use by cycl�sts who 
prefer to r�de on the road

• enforcement of no-park�ng area; prov�d�ng a barr�er w�th�n 
the landscaped area so that veh�cles do not use these 
areas for park�ng

ADDItIOnAl StuDIeS

• deta�led tra�l al�gnment plann�ng

• Traff�c study

• env�ronmental rev�ew

• des�gn and eng�neer�ng

PARtneR AGenCIeS

usfs, Placer County, Caltrans, Truckee r�ver Watershed Counc�l, 
sacramento area Coal�t�on of governments

COSt eStImAte

Total est�mated cost: $$$ (per m�le)
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T y pe C Cros s S ec tion — B i ke Path 
on Ste e p S lope

Type C bike paths are those in areas where the roadway extends 
immediately adjacent to the west bank of the river, and there is 
not sufficient roadway shoulder area available to construct a bike 
path and still maintain an on-highway paved shoulder (or bike 
lanes). Under this scenario, a bike path could be accommodated 
only by engineering the trail out over the slope of the river bank. 
This could be accomplished either by cantilevering a trail over the 
river, or by building up the riverbank with retaining structure such 
as gabions. Either approach would require substantial engineering 
and cost, and would alter vegetation and other features of the 
river bank. 

Key Issues

•	Required engineering approach to build trail over slope of 
riverbank

•	Environmental impacts:

-	  Modification of stream bank features

-	  Vegetation/tree clearing

-	  Increase in impervious surface 

•	Maintenance of paved shoulder (or upgrading to bike lane, 
if feasible) on northbound side for use by cyclists who 
prefer to ride on the road

•	Cost

Additional Studies

•	Detailed trail alignment planning

•	Environmental review

•	Design and engineering

Partner Agencies

Caltrans, USFS, Placer County, USACE, Truckee River Watershed 
Council, Sacramento Area Coalition of Governments

Cost Estimate

Total estimated cost: $$$$$ (per location)



T r u c k e e  R i v e r  C o r r i d o r  A c c e s s  P l a n

6 8  C o n C e P T u a l  r e s T o r a T i o n  a n d  a C C e s s  P r o J e C T s

this Page Intentionally left Blank




