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Placer County Systems of Care

ICD-9-CM FIFTH-DIGIT DESCRIPTIONS AND CRITERIA

The ICD-9-CM requires a fifth digit in the codes for Schizophrenic Disorders, Pervasive
Developmental Disorders and substance use-related disorders. As the DSM-IV-TR does not use
a fifth digit for these diagnoses, criteria for determining the appropriate fifth digit are provided
below to use along with the DSM-/V-TR to ICD-9-CM Crosswalk to convert these DSM-IV-TR
diagnoses to the more specific corresponding ICD-9-CM diagnoses (the DSM-IV-TR diagnoses
that require an additional fifth digit are followed by an asterisk in the crosswalk).

Schizophrenic Disorders

The DSM-III-R defines the fifth-digit codes for the course of schizophrenia as follows:
1 Subchronic
The time from the beginning of the disturbance, when the person first began to show
signs of the disturbance (including prodromal, active, and residual phases) more or less
continuously, is less than two years, but at least six months.
2 Chronic
The time from the beginning of the disturbance is more than two years.

3 Subchronic with acute exacerbation

Reemergence of prominent psychotic symptoms in a person with a chronic course who
has been in the residual phase of the disturbance.

4 Chronic with acute exacerbation

Reemergence of prominent psychotic symptoms in a person with a chronic course who
has been in the residual phase of the disturbance.

5 Inremission

When a person with a history of schizophrenia is free of all signs of the disturbance
(whether or not on medication), “in remission” should be coded. Differentiating
Schizophrenia in Remission from No mental disorder (by the clinician) requires
consideration of overall level of functioning, length of time since the last episode of
disturbance, total duration of the disturbance, and whether prophylactic treatment is
being given.

0 Unspecified
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Pervasive Developmental Disorders

The DSM-III explains that a fifth-digit code should be used for pervasive developmental disorders
to indicate the following:

0 Full Syndrome

Full syndrome is currently present (this is comparable to ICD-9-CM fifth-digit “0", current
or active state).

1 Residual
Whether full syndrome occurred previously (now individual has only residual symptomes

of the disorder, such as blunted or inappropriate afect, social withdrawal, or eccentric
behavior).

Alcohol Dependence Syndrome, Drug Dependence, and Nondependent Abuse of Drugs

The DSM-lIl provides the following guidelines to indicate the course of iliness in the fifth-digit:
0 Unspecified
Course unknown or first signs of illness with respect to course uncertain.
1 Continuous
More or less regular matadaptive use for over six months.
2 Episodic

A fairly circumscribed period of maladaptive use, with one or more similar periods in the
past.

3 In Remission
Previous maladaptive use, but not using substance at present.
The differentiation of remission from no longer ill and from the other course categories
requires consideration of the period of time since the last period of disturbance, the total

duration of the disturbance, and the need for continued evaluation for prophylactic
treatment.

Revised 5/21/04 dr
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Global Assessment of Functioning (GAF) Scale

Consider psychological, social, and occupational functioning on a hypothetical con-
tinuum of mental health-iliness. Do not include impairment in functioning due to

physical (or environmental) limitations.

Code

1 00l
91

90I
81

80|
71

70|
61

(:‘.0|
51

50
I

41

40

|
31

30

21

20
11

10

(Note: Use intermediate codes when appropriate, e.g., 45, 68, 72.)

Superior functioning in a wide range of activities, life’s problems never seem to get
out of hand, is sought out by others because of his or her many positive qual-

ities. No symptoms.

Absent or minimal symptoms (e.g., mild anxiety before an exam), good functioning in
all areas, interested and involved in a wide range of activities, socially effect-

tive, generally satisfied with life, no more than everyday problems or concerns
(e.g., an occasional argument with family members).

If symptoms are present, they are transient and expectable reactions to psycho-
social stressors (e.g., difficulty concentrating after family argument), no more than
slight impairment in social, occupational, or school functioning (e.g., temporarily

falling behind in schoolwork).
Some mild symptoms (e.g., depressed mood and mild insomnia) OR some difficulty in

social, occupational, or school functioning (e.g., occasional truancy, or theft within the
household), but generally functioning pretty well, has some meaningful interper-

. sonal relationships.

Moderate symptoms (e.g., flat affect and circumstantial speech, occasional panic attacks)
OR moderate difficulty in social, occupational, or school functioning (e.g., few
friends, conflicts with peers or co-workers).

Serious symptoms (e.g., suicidal ideation, severe obsessional rituals, frequent
shoplifting) OR any serious impairment in social, occupational, or school functioning

(e.g., no friends, unable to keep a job).

Some impairment in reality testing or communication (e.g., speech is at times illogic-
cal, obscure, or irrelevant) OR major impairment in several areas, such as work or
school, family relations, judgment, thinking, or mood (e.g., depressed man avoids
friends, neglects family, and is unable to work; child frequently beats up younger children,

is defiant at home, and is failing at school).

Behavior is considerably influenced by delusions or hallucinations OR serious
impairment in communication or judgment (e.g., sometimes incoherent, acts grossly
inappropriately, suicidal preoccupation) OR inability to function in aimost all areas
(e.g., stays in bed all day; no job, home, or friends).

Some danger of hurting self or others (e.g., suicide attempts without clear expectation
of death; frequently violent; manic excitement) OR occasionally fails to maintain min-
imal personal hygiene (e.g., smears feces) OR gross impairment in communication

(e.g., largely incoherent or mute).

Persistent danger of severely hurting self or others (e.g., recurrent violence) OR per-
sistent inability to maintain minimal personal hygiene OR serious suicidal act

with clear expectation of death.

inadequate information.



