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AGENDA
PCAPCD Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, October 8, 2020, at 2:30 PM
Via Zoom Meeting ID 937 5323 0538
__________________________________________________________________________
Zoom Meeting Information:
Meeting link: https://placer-ca-gov.zoom.us/j/93753230538
Meeting ID: 937 5323 0538
Via telephone: Toll Free 1-877-853-5247; Enter Meeting ID: 937 5323 0538
Call to Order
Flag Salute
Roll Call / Determination of a Quorum
Page 4 Approval of Minutes: August 13, 2020 Regular Meeting.
Statement of Meeting’s Public Participation Procedures:
In order to protect public health and safety due to concerns regarding COVID-19, this meeting will
be held online via Zoom teleconference. In accordance with Governor Newsom’s Executive Order
N-29-20, citizens who wish to comment or listen to the meeting may do so via a dial in phone number
or via remote computer access to the Zoom meeting, listed above. The public is encouraged to submit
comments via email prior to the meeting to the Clerk of the Board at sharroun@placer.ca.gov. Any
comments received will be distributed to all Board members.
Any person who wishes to address the Board regarding any item not on the agenda, but within the
jurisdiction of this Board, may do so during the public comment period. However, the Board is not
permitted to take action or engage in discussion on topics which are not on the agenda. All items on
the agenda will be open for public comments before final action is taken. The Board requests public
commenters state your name and association for the record before you speak. There is a 5 minute
time limit per speaker, and a 15 minute total comment period per agenda item. The Chair has the
discretion to limit the total discussion time on any item.
Public Comment
Consent: Item 1
Page 8

1. Designation of Members of the Mountain Counties Basinwide Air Pollution Control Council
and the Sacramento Valley Basinwide Air Pollution Control Council for 2021. Designation
of Jim Holmes and Trinity Burruss as primary and alternate members, respectively, of the
Mountain Counties Basinwide Air Pollution Control Council; and designation of Jeff Duncan
and Scott Alvord as primary and alternate members, respectively, of the Sacramento Valley
Basinwide Air Pollution Control Council. If any of the jurisdictions appoint new District Board
members in 2021, the representative from that County, City or Town, will assume the associated
role on the Control Councils.
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Action: Item 2
Page 9 2. Acknowledgment of Kirk Uhler’s Service to the Placer County Air Pollution Control
District Board of Directors. Adopt Resolution #20-07, thereby recognizing Kirk Uhler’s
exceptional service to the Placer County Air Pollution Control District.
Closed Session: Item 3
Page 10

3. Closed session conference with legal counsel—existing litigation. Pursuant to California

Government Code, paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9: One case: Placer County
Superior Court Case No. SCV0043170, The People of the State of California ex rel. Placer County
Air Pollution Control District and Feather River Air Quality Management District vs. James Day,
individually; Barbara Day, individually; Mid Valley Consulting & General Engineering, a
California Corporation; and Does 1-10, inclusive. Action taken by the Board in closed session
will be subsequently reported in open session.
Action: Item 4
Page 11 4) Authorization to Increase Professional Services Contract with Aqua Terra Aeris Law
Group and Budget Revision #21-01 to Utilize Fund Balance for the Increase. Adopt
Resolution #20-09, thereby authorizing an increase to Professional Services Contract with Aqua
Terra Aeris Law Group in the amount of Three-Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000) and
approving Budget Revision #21-01, to utilize fund balance for the increase.
Public Hearing/Action: Item 5
Page 16 5) Adoption of Amended Rule 503, Emission Statement. Conduct a Public Hearing for the
proposed amended Rule 503, Emission Statement; Adopt Resolution #20-08, thereby approving
amended Rule 503; and direct staff to forward the amended Rule 503 to the California Air
Resources Board for submittal to the United States Environmental Protection Agency as a
requested revision to the State Implementation Plan.
Information: Item 6
Page 25

6) 2020 Wildfire Smoke Update. No action requested. This is an informational item to provide
an update on the 2020 wildfire smoke incidents.
Air Pollution Control Officer Report
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

General APCO Updates
COVID-19 Update
Air Quality Incentive Program Update
Holiday Closure Schedule
Fiscal update
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Meeting Adjournment
Next regularly scheduled Board Meeting: December 10, 2020, at 2:30 PM
Placer County Air Pollution Control District is committed to ensuring that persons with disabilities are
provided the resources to participate fully in its public meetings. If you require disability-related modifications
or accommodations, please contact the Clerk of the Board. All requests must be in writing and must be received
by the Clerk five business days prior to the scheduled meeting for which you are requesting accommodation.
Requests received after such time will be accommodated only if time permits.
Materials related to this meeting which are provided to Board members are available for public inspection at
the meeting and during business hours at the Air Pollution Control District office at 110 Maple Street, Auburn,
CA 95603. District Office Telephone: (530) 745-2330
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MINUTES
PCAPCD Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, August 13, 2020, at 2:30 PM
Via Zoom Meeting ID 955-8176-9890
__________________________________________________________________________
The Board of Directors of the Placer County Air Pollution Control District (Board) met for a regular
meeting at 2:30 PM, Thursday, August 13, 2020, via Zoom Webinar ID 955-8176-9890.
Public participation procedures due to COVID-19 concerns: In order to protect public health and
safety due to concerns regarding COVID-19, this meeting was held remotely via the Zoom meeting
listed above, in accordance with Governor Newsom’s Executive Order N-29-20.
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Trinity Burruss. Roll call was taken by the Clerk of
the Board, with the following members in attendance: Kirk Uhler, Daniel Berlant, Jim Holmes,
Alyssa Silhi, Scott Alvord, Jeff Duncan, Trinity Burruss. Note: Greg Janda and Robert Weygandt
arrived after roll call. A quorum was established.
Representing the District were: Erik White, Air Pollution Control Officer; Adam Baughman, Deputy
Air pollution Control Officer; A.J. Nunez, Senior Administrative Services Officer; Bruce
Springsteen, Manager of Compliance and Enforcement, and Permitting and Engineering; Mr. Yushuo
Chang, Planning and Monitoring Section Manager; Emmanuel Orozco, Christiana Darlington,
District Counsel, Air Quality Engineer; Russell Moore, I.T. Technician; and Shannon Harroun, Clerk
of the Board.
Call to Order: 2:30 pm
Flag Salute: Led by Erik White
Roll Call / Determination of a Quorum
Approval of Minutes: June 11, 2020 Regular Meeting.
Motion: Holmes/Alvord
Action: Approved 6/11/20 Minutes / Unanimous Vote 8:0
Ayes:
Uhler/Berlant/Holmes/Silhi/Alvord/Duncan/Weygandt/Burruss
Statement of Meeting’s Public Participation Procedures
Public Comment: No public comment.
Public Hearing / Action: Items 1 and 2
1. Proposed Amendment of the District Fee Schedules relating to Rule 601, Permit Fees.
Conducted a Public Hearing for the proposed amendment of the District Fee Schedules relating
to Rule 601, Permit Fees; and 2) Adopted Resolution #20-05, thereby approving the Proposed
District Fee Schedules relating to Rule 601, Permit Fees, from Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-2021
through FY 2022-2023, as shown in Exhibit I to the Resolution.
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Mr. Emmanuel Orozco presented the proposed amendment to the District’s Fee Schedules
relating to District Rule 601. He first explained that the fees established in Rule 601 are assessed
to recover costs associated with the stationary source permitting program, and that in an effort to
ensure continued cost recovery within the stationary source permitting program, District staff
approached the Board in 2018 with proposed changes to the regulatory text of Rule 601, as well
as the fees in the associated fee schedules. After demonstrating the need for these changes in order
to keep up with current and future District operating costs, the Board adopted Resolution #18-04,
which in part approved a four-year stepped increase of 10, 9, 8, and 7 percent to most of the fees
regulated by Rule 601. As of the end of fiscal year 19-20, two of the planned increases have gone
into effect, while the last two increases are scheduled for this the current fiscal year and fiscal
year 21-22. Mr. Orozco stated that due to the uncertainty brought about by the current economic
climate, District staff proposed to delay the remaining approved increases by one year to reflect
a net zero increase in Rule 601 fees from fiscal year 19-20 to fiscal year 20-21 and deferring the
remaining 8% and 7% step increases into fiscal years 21-22 and 22-23, respectively. He
emphasized that this deferral is seen as an important relief measure which can be immediately
implemented to assist District permit holders. No public comment was received during this public
hearing.
Motion:
Action:
Ayes:

Holmes/Duncan
Approved Item 1 / Unanimous Vote 9:0
Uhler/Berlant/Holmes/Silhi/Alvord/Duncan/Weygandt/Janda/Burruss

2. Proposed Fiscal Year 2020-21 Final Budget. Conducted a Public Hearing, in accordance with
California Health and Safety Code Section 40131, for the purpose of reviewing the District’s
Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-21 Proposed Final Budget; and adopted Resolution #20-06, thereby
approving the District’s Final Budget for FY 2020-21.
Ms. A.J. Nunez provided an overview of the District’s proposed FY 20-21 final budget, stating
that, similar to previously approved budgets, the District conservatively estimates for anticipated
revenues and expenditures. She noted that the budget reflects a delay of at least one year all
discretionary fee increases, takes into consideration current proposals in the State budget that have
the potential to impact District revenues, and includes consideration of potential future year
impacts on revenues depending on state and local economic impacts.
Ms. Nunez described the District’s Consolidated Budget and explained that it is collectively made
up of monies contained in 5 funds: Operations, DMV, Mitigation, Black Carbon Research, and
Wildfire Mitigation. The proposed Final Budget for FY 20-21 of $10.1 million dollars includes
the Total Projected Revenue of $5.9 million, combined with the projected Fund Carry-Over of
$4.2 Million Dollars, providing the 10.1 Million in Total Funds Available. The total proposed
expenditures is $7.9 Million. She noted that the District budget does not include FARMER funds
which are administered on behalf of CARB, PARS investments, or the Litigation and Settlement
funds which serves as a primary component of District reserves.
Ms. Nunez indicated that the proposed Budget continues to conservatively estimate anticipated
future revenues, however potential impacts include reductions in State/Federal funding for
operations and incentives and reductions in local derived funds such as permit revenues. She
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stated that staff continue to include considerations to potentially reduce expenditures in future
fiscal years to align with revenues, and have identified a number of potential expenditure
reduction strategies, including personnel salary savings, reducing operational expenses, delaying
planned investments (such as PARS contributions), and utilizing reserve funds.
No public comment was received during this public hearing.
Motion:
Action:
Ayes:

Berlant/Silhi
Approved Item 2 / Unanimous Vote 9:0
Uhler/Berlant/Holmes/Silhi/Alvord/Duncan/Weygandt/Janda/Burruss

Information: Item 3
3. Forest Biomass Program Update. No action required. This was an informational item to
provide an overview of, and recommended path forward, for the District’s Forest Biomass
Program.
Ms. Christiana Darlington provided an overview of the District’s activities and accomplishments
in its Forest Biomass program. She highlighted some of the District’s accomplishments in this
program, in the areas of biomass energy demonstration projects, GHG offset protocols, distributed
bioenergy, prescribed burning smoke management, biomass collection, woody biomass
gasification research and development, fuel treatment thinning, and policy efforts. She then
discussed the District’s future direction, including focus on the following areas: leading local
action that makes a difference; participation in cutting edge critical applied research; and
influencing state and federal policy. Ms. Darlington then detailed the specific strategies the
District plans to implement to reach these objectives.
Closed Sessions: Items 4 and 5
4. Closed session conference with legal counsel—existing litigation. Pursuant to California

Government Code, paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9, conducted a closed
session regarding one case: Placer County Superior Court Case No. SCV0043170, The People
of the State of California ex rel. Placer County Air Pollution Control District and Feather River
Air Quality Management District vs. James Day, individually; Barbara Day, individually; Mid
Valley Consulting & General Engineering, a California Corporation; and Does 1-10, inclusive.
5. Air Pollution Control Officer’s Performance Evaluation. Pursuant to California Government
Code, paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 54957, the Placer County Air Pollution Control
District Board of Directors conducted a closed session to discuss the annual performance
evaluation of the Air Pollution Control Officer (APCO), Erik White, for the period June 14, 2019
through the present.
Air Pollution Control Officer Report
A. Tom Christofk – In Memoriam
Mr. White conveyed the recent passing of former District Air Pollution Control Officer,
Thomas Christofk, and recounted some of his many profound accomplishments at the District.
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B. General APCO Updates
Mr. White informed the Board that Air Quality Specialist, Heather Kuklo, had resigned, and
explained the District’s resulting staffing plans.
C. COVID-19 Update
Mr. White reported that the District office remained closed due to COVID-19 concerns, and
discussed the District’s continued teleworking schedule. He also provided some general
observations and analyses based on staff’s continued tracking of air quality monitoring sites
in Placer County, with regard to potential impacts due to COVID-19 related changes in
commute/vehicle activity.
D. Incentive Program Update
Mr. White provided updates on the Moyer, Community Air Protection, and FARMER
programs.
Meeting Adjournment
Minutes prepared by:
_______________________________
Shannon Harroun, Clerk of the Board

Minutes approved by Board of Directors:
Attest: ________________________________
Clerk of the Board

______________________
Date
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Board Agenda Item 1
Consent
Agenda Date:

October 8, 2020

Prepared By:

Shannon Harroun, Clerk of the Board

Topic:

Designation of Members of the Mountain Counties Basinwide Air Pollution
Control Council and the Sacramento Valley Basinwide Air Pollution Control
Council for 2021

Action Requested: For the 2021 calendar year, designate Placer County Air Pollution Control District
Board (District Board) members to the Basinwide Air Pollution Control Councils as follows:
1. Mountain Counties Basinwide Air Pollution Control Council (Mountain Counties BCC):
Primary Member: Jim Holmes (or the Board of Supervisors’ appointed representative)
Alternate Member: Trinity Burruss (or the District Board’s City of Colfax appointed
representative)
2. Sacramento Valley Basinwide Air Pollution Control Council (Sacramento Valley BCC):
Primary Member: Jeff Duncan (or the District Board’s Town of Loomis appointed representative)
Alternate Member: Scott Alvord (or the District Board’s City of Roseville appointed
representative)
Background: The Placer County Air Pollution Control District includes portions of three different air
basins: The Sacramento Valley Air Basin, which stretches across the Sacramento Valley from a
portion of Solano County in the south to Shasta County in the north; The Mountain Counties Air
Basin, which is largely comprised of Sierra-Nevada foothills and mountains; and Lake Tahoe Air
Basin, which is the California portion of Lake Tahoe, shared between Placer County APCD and El
Dorado County Air Quality Management District. Because the Tahoe Air Basin includes a portion of
the State of Nevada and only the two California air districts, there is not a “Basinwide Air Pollution
Control Council” for that air basin.
The Mountain Counties BCC and the Sacramento Valley BCC are comprised of elected officials
representing their respective air districts in the basin. The Air Pollution Control Officers and staff of
the air districts also serve these councils in an advisory capacity on a Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC). The purpose of the councils is to foster cooperation among the air districts that share an air
basin. The Mountain Counties BCC’s activities are primarily focused on forest management and
prescribed burning issues, and increasingly on air quality attainment plan development and other
cooperative efforts. The Sacramento Valley BCC’s activities are primarily focused on the rice straw
burning smoke management program, Northern Sacramento Valley air quality attainment plans, and
other cooperative efforts.
Discussion: Pursuant to California Health and Safety Code Section 40900, the Mountain Counties BCC
and the Sacramento Valley BCC require that each of its districts’ Board of Directors designate one of
its elected members to serve as an active member of their BCC. An alternate member may also be
designated. Each active member, or in their absence, the alternate member, has one vote on the BCC.
Recommendation: Based on communications with District Board members, the District recommends
designation of Jim Holmes and Trinity Burruss as primary and alternate members, respectively, of the
Mountain Valley BCC; and designation of Jeff Duncan and Scott Alvord as primary and alternate
members, respectively, of the Sacramento Valley BCC. If any of the jurisdictions appoint new District
Board members in 2021, the representative from that County, City or Town, will assume the
associated role on the BCC’s.
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Board Agenda Item 2
Action
Agenda Date:

October 8, 2020

Prepared By:

Shannon Harroun, Clerk of the Board

Topic:

Acknowledgment of Kirk Uhler’s Service to the Placer County Air
Pollution Control District Board of Directors

Action Requested: Adopt Resolution #20-07 (to be provided at Board meeting), thereby
recognizing Kirk Uhler’s exceptional service to the Placer County Air Pollution Control
District.
Background: Kirk Uhler served with distinction as Placer County’s District 4 Supervisor for
eighteen years; and has served on the Placer County Air Pollution Control District Board of
Directors (District Board) for 9 years as a primary member, and 9 years as alternate. He
participated on the District Board in 1993, when this Board was still convened solely by the
County Board of Supervisors; during its 1994 restructure to compose of both city council and
county supervisor representatives; and through 1996. Supervisor Uhler then re-joined the
District Board from 2007-2009; and was Board alternate from 2010 through 2018, rejoining us
again in 2019 and 2020. District staff would like to acknowledge Supervisor Uhler’s
distinguished service, leadership and guidance during his tenures on the District Board, and
wish him best in his future endeavors.
Recommendation: District staff recommend adoption of Resolution #20-07, thereby paying
tribute to the contributions of Kirk Uhler to the community of Placer County, and to the Placer
County Air Pollution Control District’s Board of Directors.
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Board Agenda Item 3
Closed Session
Agenda Date:

October 8, 2020

Prepared By:

Erik White, Air Pollution Control Officer

Topic:

Closed Session Conference with Legal Counsel—Existing Litigation

Closed session conference with legal counsel—existing litigation. Pursuant to paragraph (1)
of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9: One case: Placer County Superior Court Case No.
SCV0043170, The People of the State of California ex rel. Placer County Air Pollution Control
District and Feather River Air Quality Management District vs. James Day, individually;
Barbara Day, individually; Mid Valley Consulting & General Engineering, a California
Corporation; and Does 1-10, inclusive. Action taken by the Board in closed session will be
subsequently reported in open session.
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Board Agenda Item 4
Action
Agenda Date:

October 8, 2020

Prepared By:

Erik White, Air Pollution Control Officer

Topic:

Authorization to Increase Professional Services Contract with Aqua Terra
Aeris Law Group and Budget Revision #21-01 to Utilize Fund Balance for
the Increase

Action Requested: Adopt Resolution #20-09 (Attachment #1), thereby authorizing an increase to
Professional Services Contract with Aqua Terra Aeris Law Group (ATA) in the amount of ThreeHundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000) and approving Budget Revision #21-01, to utilize fund
balance for the increase.
Background: On June 12, 2014, your Board approved independent enforcement legal support services
for the District. The District entered into a contract with Aqua Terra Aeris Law Group (ATA) in
February 2015 for such enforcement legal support services. Your Board has regularly approved
continued funding for this contract through its consideration and approval of the District’s annual
budget. Such approval has been necessary as the District has an on-going and continuing need to
maintain effective enforcement legal counsel. Because of current on-going enforcement
litigation, and to sufficiently support future enforcement efforts that may entail legal services,
district staff has determined that the amount of funding available as approved in the District’s
Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-21 budget is insufficient for the remainder of the FY. Accordingly, district
staff have determined that it is necessary to increase the District’s funding available for
professional services provided by ATA by $300,000. This increase, in the form of a revision to
the FY 2020-21 Budget, will increases the District’s allocation to Professional Services by
$300,000 and will reduce the District’s Fund Balance from $2,253,743 to $1, 953,743.
Fiscal Impact: The District Fund Balance will decrease by three-hundred thousand dollars
($300,000) and the total Professional Services Expense budget will increase by Three-Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($300,000). The District maintains sufficient funding in its budget to
accommodate such a reallocation, and it will not result in an impact to the District’s on-going
operations or finances.
Recommendation: Staff recommends adoption of Resolution #20-09 (Attachment #1), thereby
approving Budget Revision #21-01, to increase the professional services contract with ATA in
the amount of Three-Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000) and reduce the fund balance by
Three-Hundred Thousand ($300,000).
Attachment #1:

Resolution #20-09

Page 12 of 32

ATTACHMENT #1
SUBJECT:

Resolution #20-09
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Board Resolution:
Resolution # 20-09

Before the Placer County
Air Pollution Control District Board of Directors
In the Matter Of:

Authorization to Increase Professional Services Contract with Aqua Terra
Aeris Law Group and Approval of Budget Revision #21-01 to Utilize Fund
Balance for the Increase

The following RESOLUTION was duly passed by the Placer County Air Pollution Control
District Board of Directors (District Board) at a regular meeting held on October 8, 2020, by the
following vote:
Ayes:

Alvord______ Berlant______ Burruss ______ Duncan______ Holmes______
Janda______ Silhi______ Uhler______ Weygandt ______
Alternates: __________________ ______

Noes:

__________________ ______

Alvord______ Berlant______ Burruss ______ Duncan______ Holmes______
Janda______ Silhi______ Uhler______ Weygandt ______
Alternates: __________________ ______

Abstain:

__________________ ______

Alvord______ Berlant______ Burruss ______ Duncan______ Holmes______
Janda______ Silhi______ Uhler______ Weygandt ______
Alternates: __________________ ______

__________________ ______

Signed and approved by me after its passage:
____________________________________ Chairperson
____________________________________ Attest: Clerk of said Board
WHEREAS, on June 12, 2014, the District Board approved independent enforcement legal support
services for the District; and
WHEREAS, the District entered into a contract with Aqua Terra Aeris Law Group (ATA) in
February 2015 for such enforcement legal support services; and
1

Resolution # 20-09
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WHEREAS, the District Board has regularly approved continued funding for this contract through
its consideration and approval of the District’s annual budget as such approval has been necessary
as the District has an on-going and continuing need to maintain effective enforcement legal
counsel; and
WHEREAS, because of current on-going enforcement litigation, and to sufficiently support future
enforcement efforts that may entail legal services, District staff has determined that the amount of
funding available as approved in the District’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-21 budget is insufficient for
the remainder of the FY; and
WHEREAS, the District FY 2020-21 Budget requires a Budget Revision to increase the District’s
allocation to Professional Services by $300,000, thereby reducing the District’s Fund Balance from
$2,253,743 to $1, 953,743.
NOW BE IT RESOLVED, that the District Board hereby approves Budget Revision #21-01,
thereby increasing the professional services contract with ATA in the amount of Three-Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($300,000) and reducing the fund balance by Three-Hundred Thousand Dollars
($300,000); and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the District Board has determined that the
District maintains sufficient funding in its budget to accommodate such a reallocation, and it will
not result in an impact to the District’s on-going operations or finances.

2

Resolution # 20-09
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Board Agenda Item 5
Public Hearing/Action

Agenda Date:

October 8, 2020

Prepared By:

Yushuo Chang, Planning and Monitoring Section Supervisor

Topic:

Adoption of Amended Rule 503, Emission Statement

Action Requested:
1) Conduct a Public Hearing for the proposed amended Rule 503, Emission Statement;
2) Adopt Resolution #20-08 (Attachment #1), thereby approving the text of amended Rule
503, Emission Statement, as shown in Exhibit I to the Resolution; and
3) Direct staff to forward the amended Rule 503, Emission Statement, and all necessary
supporting documents to the California Air Resources Board (CARB) for submittal to the
United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) as a requested revision to the
State Implementation Plan.
Background: The Federal Clean Air Act (FCAA) requires states that have ozone nonattainment
areas to submit a comprehensive emission inventory as part of the State Implementation Plan
(SIP). In California, air districts are required to adopt a rule to specify how the district
obtains the emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) from
stationary sources in the jurisdiction. To fulfill this requirement, the Placer County Air
Pollution Control District (District) adopted Rule 503, Emission Statement, on September 21,
1993. The rule was then amended on August 12, 2010 to meet CARB’s reporting
requirements for emission inventory. Rule 503 requires that every stationary source permitted
by the District, which has actual or potential emissions of VOC or NOx in excess of ten (10)
tons per year, shall submit the emission statement annually. The amended rule was submitted
to U.S.EPA and was approved as a SIP rule on December 7, 2012 (77 FR 72968).
Discussion: Placer County (excluding a portion of the Lake Tahoe Air Basin) was designated as
nonattainment for the federal 2015 8-hour ozone standard (0.070 parts per million). In
December 2018, the U.S.EPA promulgated a rule to implement the 2015 ozone standard (83
FR 62998). The 2015 ozone standard implementation rule requires air districts to either
certify or revise the existing emission statement rule to meet the FCAA Section 182(a)(3)(B)
requirements. The certification statement or a revised rule must be submitted as part of the
current ozone SIP.
District staff has worked with the U.S.EPA Region 9 Office to determine which actions the
District should take to satisfy the 2015 ozone standard implementation rule requirement.
U.S.EPA staff indicated that Section 183(a)(3)(B)(i) requires the owner or operator of each
stationary source to provide the emission statement. Because Rule 503 only applies to
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stationary sources permitted by the District, it may not fully meet the FCAA requirement.
The recommendation was to amend Rule 503 to apply to every stationary source in Placer
County, whether it is permitted or non-permitted.
According to the U.S.EPA recommendation, District staff proposes the following changes to
Rule 503:



In Section 102, remove “permitted by the District”. Thus, it will clearly state that the rule
applies to any stationary source within the District’s jurisdiction, whether it is a permitted
or non-permitted source.
In Section 203, replace “District permit holder” with “stationary source owner or
operator”. This revision makes the rule apply to all stationary sources with actual or
potential emissions that exceed the 10 tons/year of VOC or NOx threshold.

With the above proposed amendments, Rule 503 should satisfy the Section 182(a)(3)(B)
requirement.
Public Outreach: A newspaper notice advising of the date and time of the public hearing was
published on September 5, 2020, 30-days or more prior to the public hearing, as required by
statute.
Fiscal Impact: The proposed amendment to Rule 503, Emission Statement, will have an
insignificant or negligible fiscal impact on source owners or operators and the public, as
compared with business conducted under the current rules.
Environmental Review: Staff has determined that the adoption of amended Rule 503, Emission
Statement, is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as an action by
a regulatory agency for the protection of the environment (Class 8 Categorical Exemption,
Section 15308, State CEQA Guidelines), and because it can be seen with certainty that there
is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant adverse effect on the
environment (Section 15061(b)(3), State CEQA Guidelines).
Recommendation: Staff recommends adoption of Resolution #20-08, thereby approving
amended Rule 503, Emission Statement, as shown in Exhibit I to the Resolution.
Attachment #1:

Resolution #20-08
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ATTACHMENT #1
SUBJECT:
Resolution #20-08
Adoption of the Amended Rule 503, Emission Statement, and
Resolution Exhibit I, Proposed Amendment to Rule 503, Emission Statement
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Board Resolution:
Resolution # 20-08

Before the Placer County
Air Pollution Control District Board of Directors
In the Matter Of:

Approval of the Amended Placer County Air Pollution Control District
Rule 503, Emission Statement, as shown in Exhibit I

The following RESOLUTION was duly passed by the Placer County Air Pollution Control
District Board of Directors (District Board) at a regular meeting held on October 8, 2020, by the
following vote:
Ayes:

Alvord ______ Berlant ______ Duncan ______ Burruss ______ Holmes ______
Uhler ______ Silhi ______ Janda ______ Weygandt ______
Alternates: __________________ ______

Noes:

__________________ ______

Alvord ______ Berlant ______ Duncan ______ Burruss ______ Holmes ______
Uhler ______ Silhi ______ Janda ______ Weygandt ______
Alternates: __________________ ______

Abstain:

__________________ ______

Alvord ______ Berlant ______ Duncan ______ Burruss ______ Holmes ______
Uhler ______ Silhi ______ Janda ______ Weygandt ______
Alternates: __________________ ______

__________________ ______

Signed and approved by me after its passage:
____________________________________ Chairperson
____________________________________ Attest: Clerk of said Board
WHEREAS, the Placer County Air Pollution Control District (District) is within the Sacramento
Federal Nonattainment Area (SNFA) which is designated by the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) as nonattainment for the 2015 primary National Ambient Air
Quality Standard (NAAQS) for ozone with a classification of “moderate” on June 4, 2018 (83
FR 25766); and
WHEREAS, on August 3, 2020, the California Air Resources Board, on behalf of the air
districts in the SNFA, requested the region be redesignated by U.S. EPA form “moderate” to
“severe;” and
1

Resolution #20-08
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WHEREAS, the U.S.EPA promulgated a final rule to implement the 2015 ozone NAAQS on
December 6, 2019 (83 FR 62998), which includes a requirement (40 CFR 51.1315) for state and
districts in nonattainment areas classified as “moderate” ozone nonattainment or higher to either
certify or amend the existing emission statement rule to meet the requirements of Section
182(a)(3)(B) of the federal Clean Air Act; and
WHEREAS, Section 182(a)(3)(B) of the federal Clean Air Act requires submittal of a periodic
emissions inventory to U.S.EPA with actual emissions from the owner or operator of each
stationary source of volatile organic compounds (VOC) and oxides of nitrogen (NOx); and
WHEREAS, District Rule 503, Emission Statement, was adopted on September 21, 1993 and
was amended on August 12, 2010 and approved by U.S. EPA into the SIP on December 7, 2012
(77 FR 72968); and
WHEREAS, District staff proposed amendments to Rule 503, Emission Statement, to meet the
U.S.EPA requirements to implement the 2015 ozone NAAQS; and
WHEREAS, District staff published a notice on September 5, 2020 to invite public comment on
the proposed amendments to Rule 503, Emission Statement, and provided a 30-day period to
submit written comments; and
WHEREAS, District staff received no written public comments in response to the published
public notice; and
WHEREAS, the District Board of Directors (District Board) conducted a public hearing on
October 8, 2020 and considered public comments on the proposed amendments to Rule 503,
Emission Statement; and
WHEREAS, the District Board determined the proposed amendments to Rule 503, Emission
Statement, meets the requirements of Section 182(a)(3)(B) of the federal Clean Air Act; and
WHEREAS, the District Board determined that the amendments to Rule 503, Emission
Statement, are categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under
Section 15308 of the State CEQA Guidelines, as an action by a regulatory agency for the
protection of the environment, and under Section 15061(b)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines, as
an action for which it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility the action may have a
significant adverse effect on the environment.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the District Board approves and adopts the
amendments to Rule 503, Emission Statement, as shown in Exhibit I; and
BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED, that the Air Pollution Control Officer is hereby
authorized and directed to forward this rule amendment with all necessary supporting
documents, in the form required by the California Air Resources Board, on behalf of the Placer
County Air Pollution Control District, for submittal to the United States Environmental
Protection Agency as a requested revision to the State Implementation Plan.
Exhibit I: Proposed Amendment of Rule 503, Emission Statement
2
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Resolution #20-08
EXHIBIT I
Proposed Amendment of Rule 503, Emission Statement
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RULE 503 EMISSION STATEMENT
Adopted 09-21-93
(Amended 8-12-10, 10-08-20)
CONTENTS
100

GENERAL
101
102

200

DEFINITIONS
201
202
203
204
205

300

ACTUAL EMISSIONS
AFFECTED POLLUTANTS
RENEWAL INFORMATION REQUEST
RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL
VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS

STANDARDS
301

400

PURPOSE
APPLICABILITY

EMISSION STATEMENT REQUIREMENTS

ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS
401
402

DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS
FAILURE TO SUBMIT

Rules and Regulations

503 - 1

August 12, 2010October 08, 2020
Placer County APCD

Page 22 of 32

This Page Intentionally Left Blank

August 12, 2010October 08, 2020
Rules and Regulations

503 - 2

Placer County APCD

Page 23 of 32

100

200

300

GENERAL
101

PURPOSE: To establish the requirements for the submittal of emission statements from
specified stationary sources pursuant to the requirements of the 1990 amendments to the
Federal Clean Air Act [Section 182 (a)(3)(B)].

102

APPLICABILITY: The requirements of this rule are applicable to every stationary source
permitted by the District which has actual emissions or potential in excess of ten (10) tons
per year of volatile organic compounds or oxides of nitrogen within the District.

DEFINITIONS: Unless otherwise defined below, the terms used in this rule are defined in Rule
102, DEFINITIONS and Rule 502, NEW SOURCE REVIEW.
201

ACTUAL EMISSIONS: Measured or estimated emissions which most accurately
represent the emissions from an emissions unit. Fugitive emissions associated with the
emissions unit shall be included in the actual emissions of the emissions unit.

202

AFFECTED POLLUTANTS: For the purposes of this rule only, volatile organic
compounds (VOC) and oxides of nitrogen (NOx) are the affected pollutants.

203

RENEWAL INFORMATION REQUEST: An annual information request by the APCO to
each District permit holder stationary source owner or operator subject to this rule for
operational data including, but not limited to, actual emissions and/or operational data
allowing the District to estimate actual emissions.

204

RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL: An individual, who is responsible for the data presented in
the emission inventory statement, and who accepts legal responsibility for the emission
statement's accuracy. The responsible official is liable to legal review, or in case of fault,
to penalties.

STANDARDS
301

EMISSION STATEMENT REQUIREMENTS:
301.1

The owner or operator of any stationary source that is subject to this rule shall
provide the District with an annual written emission statement showing actual
emissions, or operational data allowing the District to estimate actual emissions
from that source.

301.2

The emission statement shall be on a form or in a format specified by the Air
Pollution Control Officer (the Renewal Information Request) and shall contain the
following information:
301.2.1 Operational data necessary to estimate actual emissions of volatile
organic compounds and oxides of nitrogen, in tons per year, for the
calendar year prior to the preparation of the emission statement; and
301.2.2 Information regarding seasonal or diurnal peaks in the emission of
affected pollutants; and
301.2.3 Certification by a responsible official of the company that the information
contained in the emission statement is accurate to the best of their
knowledge.

301.3

Rules and Regulations

Annual emission statements shall be submitted to the District no later than the
date specified in the Renewal Information Request.

503 - 3

August 12, 2010October 08, 2020
Placer County APCD
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400

ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS
401

DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS:
401.1

402

The Air Pollution Control Officer shall annually request and require the
submission of a Renewal Information Request pursuant to Subsection 301.1 from
each source within the District which has actual emissions or potential in excess
of ten (10) tons per year of volatile organic compounds or oxides of nitrogen.

FAILURE TO SUBMIT: A failure by the responsible official to submit a Renewal
Information Request by the date required shall be deemed a willful failure to furnish
information required to disclose the nature and quantity of emissions discharged by the
stationary source.
402.1

The Air Pollution Control Officer may suspend the permit(s) of such a source.

402.2

The Air Pollution Control Officer shall serve notice in writing of such suspension
and the reasons for the suspension upon the permittee.

402.3

The Air Pollution Control Officer will reinstate the suspended permit(s) when
furnished with the required information.

August 12, 2010October 08, 2020
Rules and Regulations

503 - 4

Placer County APCD
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Board Agenda Item 6
Information
Agenda Date:

October 8, 2020

Prepared By:

Yushuo Chang, Planning and Monitoring Section Supervisor

Topic:

2020 Wildfire Smoke Update

Action Requested: No action requested. This is an informational item to provide an update on
the 2020 wildfire smoke incidents.
Background: The 2020 wildfire season has become the most destructive season on record in
California. From mid-August 2020, a series of large lightening caused wildfires erupted
across California and were aggravated by strong winds events. According to CAL FIRE
statistics through September 25, 2020, approximate 8,000 wildfires have burned over 3.6
million acres in this season. Five (5) of California’s top 20 largest fires on record have all
taken place in 20201. These wildfires not only destroyed California lands, but have also
caused injury and death, displacing many people from their homes, in addition to
significantly impacting air quality.
Discussion: While not occurring in Placer County, several major wildfires have occurred
throughout California with widespread smoke impacts on the County’s air quality. The
following table summarizes these wildfires as of September 25, 2020.
Name

Counties

Acres

Start Date

Containment Date

Loyalton
SCU Lighting
Complex*

47,029
396,624

August 15
August 16

September 14
September 19

859,966

August 16

LNU Lighting
Complex*
BTG Lighting
Complex
North Complex*

Sierra, Plumas
Santa Clara, Alameda, Contra
Costa, San Joaquin, Merced,
Stanislaus
Glenn, Trinity, Lake, Tehama,
Mendocino
Colusa, Lake, Napa, Sonoma,
Solano, Yolo
Butte, Tehama, Glenn

393,220

August 17

39% contained as of
September 23
September 22

19,609

August 17

September 19

Plumas, Butte

301,752

August 17

Sheep
W-5 Cold Spring
Slink

Plumas, Lassen
Lassen, Modoc
Alpine, Mono

29,570
84,817
26,752

August 17
August 18
August 29

Creek Fire*

Fresno, Madera

289,695

September 4

78% contained as of
September 24
September 9
September 14
84% contained as of
September 23
34% contained as of
September 23

August Complex*

* California’s top 20 largest fires on record.

1

https://fire.ca.gov/media/11416/top20_acres.pdf
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These wildfires have burned over 2.45 million acres of land in California, with some of them
still not fully contained. This does not include significant fires that were simultaneously
occurring in Oregon and Washington. Cumulatively, massive amount of pollutant emissions
were emitted into the air and have resulted in substantially significant air quality impacts
throughout the entire western United States, including Placer County, from mid-August to
late-September.
During these wildfire incidents, the District fielded public and media calls regarding smoke.
In collaboration with the Placer County Public Health and Human Services Department,
following the District’s evaluation of air monitoring data from our existing monitoring
network, along with weather forecasts provided by the National Weather Services (NWS),
four (4) air quality advisories were issued to Placer County residents. In addition, District
staff frequently updated information on the District’s “Wildfire Smoke” webpage
(https://www.placerair.org/1601/Wildfire-Smoke). This webpage provides residents with
access to real-time air quality measurements within Placer County, useful tips and strategies
to minimize health impacts from smoke, and fire and smoke information web links. It also
includes the fire and smoke map updated by the United States Environmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA), in collaboration with the United States Forest Service (USFS). All of
these resources help individuals make decisions to protect their health from wildfire smoke.
The updated fire and smoke map has added the low-cost PurpleAir sensors data as a new data
layer on the map (https://fire.airnow.gov). PurpleAir is a comparatively low-cost sensor that
can provide almost instant Particulate Matter (PM) concentrations. While these sensors do
not meet the rigorous standards required by regulatory monitors, they complement the
existing monitoring network by expending the network coverage. The PurpleAir data is
adjusted by correlation factors developed by U.S. EPA and USFS and presented on the map
with regulatory monitors to give an excellent air quality overview in California. It also
provides the public with wildfire locations, current heat locations of those fires, and
widespread smoke plume information. This can help the public to get a picture of air quality
impacts when wildfire smoke is in the area.
In addition, District staff has worked collaboratively with Placer County Public Health and
Human Services (HHS) and Placer County Office of Education (PCOE) on an update to the
protocol provided to County School District Superintendents for their use in response to poor
air quality conditions caused by wildfires. The protocol includes where to find air quality
data, how to determine the smoke impact level based on the available air quality data, what
kind of school outdoor activities should be limited, and if any criteria and factors should be
considered for school closure. District staff also developed the “Recommendations for
Schools for Outdoor Physical Activities during Smoky Conditions” document (Attachment 1)
and “Understanding the Differences; Respirators, Masks, and Face Coverings with Wildfire
Smoke” document (Attachment 2) that can be used by school district leadership when they
are considering limiting outdoor activities and using personal protection equipment during
wildfire incidents.
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Fiscal Impact: The District’s ambient air quality monitoring program is a core program and
necessary staff and equipment resources are allocated in the District’s budget. There are no
plans to increase staff resources beyond those currently allocated in the budget. However,
during prolonged periods of unhealthy air due to wildfires where additional staff resources
are diverted to monitoring and public outreach, other work performed by District staff may
be delayed.
Recommendation: This is an information item and no action by the Board is requested.
Attachment #1: Recommendations for Schools for Outdoor Physical Activities during Smoky
Conditions
Attachment #2: Understanding the Differences; Respirators, Masks, and Face Coverings with
Wildfire Smoke
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ATTACHMENT #1
SUBJECT:
Recommendations for Schools
for Outdoor Physical Activities during Smoky Conditions
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Recommendations for Schools for Outdoor Physical Activity during Smoky Conditions
This guide is intended to help make decisions on outdoor activities when it is smoky outside.
Visit https://fire.airnow.gov to check the Air Quality Index (AQI) levels in your area.

Physical Activity

Level 1
Good

Level 2
Moderate

Level 3
Unhealthy for
Sensitive Individuals

Level 4
Unhealthy

Level 5
Very Unhealthy

Level 6
Hazardous

AQI Value
(Air Quality Index)

0 - 50

51 - 100

101 - 150

151 - 200

201 - 300

301+

Windows/Doors

OK to open

OK to open

Keep closed

Keep closed

Keep closed

Keep closed

Recess
(15 minutes)

No
Restrictions

Ensure sensitive
individuals are
medically managing
their condition. *

P.E.
(1 hour)

No
Restrictions

Ensure sensitive
individuals are
medically managing
their condition. *

Avoid outdoor
activities and
only light
exercise indoors
dependent on
interior air
quality.

Avoid outdoor
activities and
only light
exercise indoors
dependent on
interior air
quality.

Sporting Events
must be
rescheduled or
relocated to
areas with better
air quality.

Sporting Events
must be
rescheduled or
relocated to
areas with better
air quality.

Athletic Practices &
Training and Outdoor
Sporting Events
(2-4 hours)

No
Restrictions

Ensure sensitive
individuals are
medically managing
their condition. *

Sensitive individuals
should exercise or play
indoors or avoid
vigorous outdoor
activities. *
Sensitive individuals
should exercise or play
indoors or avoid
vigorous outdoor
activities. *
Reduce vigorous
exercise to 30 minutes
per hour of practice
time with increased rest
breaks and
substitutions.
For Sporting Events Increase rest breaks and
substitutions per CIF
guidelines for extreme
heat. **
Ensure sensitive
individuals are medically
managing their
condition. *

Exercise indoors or avoid
vigorous outdoor
activities.
Sensitive individuals
should remain indoors. *

Exercise indoors or
reduce vigorous exercise
to 30 minutes of practice
time with increased rest
breaks and substitutions.
For Sporting Events Increase rest breaks and
substitutions per CIF
guidelines for extreme
heat. **
Sensitive individuals
should remain indoors. *

* Sensitive Individuals include all those with asthma, respiratory or other heart/lung conditions.
** California Interscholastic Federation
PCAPCD rev. 9/20
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Points to Consider
w
w
w
w
w

If you see or smell smoke around you, consider restricting your outdoor activities. When in doubt, sit it out.
The chance of being affected by smoke increases substantially with strenuous or prolonged activity outdoors.
Children breathe in/out 2-3 times more than adults, exposing them to higher quantities of smoke.
Air quality can change rapidly at different times during the day due to wind shifts. Monitor the smoke throughout the day.
When smoke either clears or moves into an area quickly, keep in mind that AQI values from permanent or temporary
monitors may not reflect that change for a couple of hours. Air quality sensors may reflect a change quicker.

Local low-cost Purple Air
Sensors can show the extent
and amount of smoke that is
impacting your area for
outdoor physical activities.
The Fire and Smoke map
(https://fire.airnow.gov)
displays
permanent
regulatory and temporary
monitors along with these
Purple Air Sensors. While
the sensors do not meet the
rigorous standards required
for permanent monitors,
these sensors can help you get a picture of air quality
nearest you. The map refreshes automatically every 15
minutes.
In addition, the Fire and Smoke Map features fire location,
basic fire information (if available) and smoke plume
information. If you are concerned about poor outdoor air
quality, consider waiting for better conditions.

Dust masks & face
coverings do not
protect you from
smoke impacts!
Paper “comfort” or
“dust” masks – the
kinds
you
can
commonly buy at the
hardware store – and
cloth face coverings can
block large particles like
dust
or
pollen.
Generally, these will not
protect your lungs from
the fine particles in
smoke. Wet bandanas
tied over the face will
not protect you from
fine particles and may
restrict air flow.

If there is a smoke advisory, try to
stay indoors and take steps to keep
indoor air as clean as possible. Keep
windows and doors closed as much
as possible. Use an air filtration
system and/or your air conditioner, if
you have one, keeping the filter
clean, and the fresh air intake closed
(recirculation mode) to prevent
bringing additional smoke inside.
Note: If you do not have an air
conditioner, staying inside with the
windows closed may be dangerous in
extremely hot weather. In these
cases, seek alternative shelter. Often,
when smoky conditions continue
over an extended time, your local
government may provide cooling
centers to avoid smoke exposure and
heat. Contact your local government
for further information.

Placer County Air Pollution Control District
110 Maple Street
Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 745-2330 l www.placerair.org
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ATTACHMENT #2
SUBJECT:
Understanding the Differences;
Respirators, Masks, and Face Coverings with Wildfire Smoke
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U N D E R S T A N D I N G

T H E

D I F F E R E N C E S

RESPIRATORS, MASKS, & FACE COVERINGS
WITH WILDFIRE SMOKE

N95 & SURGICAL RESPIRATORS - Intended User: Essential & Healthcare Workers
Tight-Fitting

|

Minimal

Leakage

Protects wearer from airborne particles and liquid contaminating the face
Protects others from wearer's respiratory droplets
(as long as a valve is not present)
Protects wearer from smoke
(reuse during smoky conditions may reduce efficiency and impede breathing)

SURGICAL MASK - Intended User: Healthcare Workers & Patients
Loose-Fitting

|

Extensive

Leakage

Protects wearer by blocking large particles that may contain germs
Protects others from wearer's respiratory droplets

COMFORT MASK - Intended User: General Public
Loose-Fitting

|

Extensive

Leakage

Protects wearer by offering relief from particles like dust or pollen
Protects others from wearer's respiratory droplets

CLOTH FACE COVERING - Intended User: General Public
Loose-Fitting

|

Extensive

Leakage

Protects wearer by helping block large particles that may contain germs
Protects others from wearer's respiratory droplets
May be laundered and reused

"CLEAN ROOMS": AN EFFECTIVE SMOKE SOLUTION
Consider creating a Clean Room in your house to help reduce your exposure to dangerous or
unhealthy wildfire smoke while indoors. Create a Clean Room by following these steps:
1. Choose a room

4. Filter the air in the room

2. Prevent smoke from entering the room

5. Avoid activities that create smoke or other particles indoors

3. Stay cool

6. Spend as much time as possible in the Clean Room

placerair.org | placer.ca.gov/PublicHealth
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