
Placer County Tahoe Basin Area Plan 

48 

VEGETATION POLICIES 

VEG-P-1 Pursue vegetation enhancement projects in coordination with the EIP and 
TMDL programs, the California Tahoe Conservancy, and other partner 
agencies. Priority will be given to disturbed sites with rare or threatened 
vegetation, in high pollution loading catchments, and in SEZs.  

VEG-P-2 Support forest enhancement projects being completed by land management 
agencies and fire districts, including selective cutting and controlled burning 
projects that improve forest health and reduce the risk of catastrophic 
wildfire.  

VEG-P-3 Accelerate the restoration of native vegetation by implementing incentives 
for redevelopment within Town Centers and the transfer of development 
from SEZs and other sensitive lands to Town Centers in accordance with the 
Regional Plan.  

VEG-P-4 All TRPA policies, ordinances and programs related to Vegetation will 
remain in effect.  

Vegetation improvement projects are described in the Implementation Plan. Regulations are 
outlined in the Area Plan Implementing Regulations. 

2.8 Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 

There are two key aquatic environments in the Lake Tahoe Region—lakes and streams. Both 
environments play a key role in sustaining fish populations as some fish species use both lake 
and stream environments to fulfill their life cycles.  

The diversity and abundance of Lake Tahoe’s fish community has changed considerably 
since arrival of Euro-American settlers. Several factors have contributed to the decline or 
extirpation of native fish and degradation of native aquatic habitats. These include increased 
sedimentation as a byproduct of logging, livestock grazing, commercial fish harvests, 
interruption of natural hydrologic regimes due to past logging practices, urban development, 
and introduction of non-native fish and other aquatic organisms. 

Current aquatic resource priorities include management and eradication of aquatic invasive 
species and reintroduction of the native Lahontan Cutthroat Trout. 

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES 

Aquatic invasive species (AIS) threaten Lake Tahoe and other lakes and streams. Damaging 
species include zebra and quagga mussels, Eurasian watermilfoil, Asian clams and curlyleaf 
pondweed (aquatic weeds).  

Consequences of establishment include degradation of water quality, loss of important native 
species habitat, impacts to water conveyance structures, and negative economic impacts to 
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the Lake Tahoe Region. TRPA has implemented substantial and coordinated AIS prevention, 
monitoring, control, education, and research efforts.  

Aquatic invasive species are known to be transported from infested lakes and rivers on 
recreational watercraft, fishing gear, waders, construction machinery, and rafts. Watercraft 
inspections seek to prevent the inadvertent transport of alien species into the pristine waters 
of Lake Tahoe. 

FISH HABITAT 

TRPA has designated different types and qualities of fish habitat. “Prime” fish habitat 
includes spawning habitat and feed and cover habitat. Spawning habitats are composed of 
relatively small diameter gravel substrates used by native minnows for spawning and rearing 
fry. Feed and cover habitats are composed of larger diameter cobbles, rocks and boulders 
used by fish as foraging habitat, and to provide refuge from predators. “Marginal” habitats 
are dominated by sand and silt substrates interspersed with occasional willow thickets that 
establish during low lake levels. Figure 2-12 maps the location of spawning, feed and cover, 
and marginal fish habitats. 
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NATIVE FISH SPECIES 

Lahontan cutthroat trout and mountain whitefish are the native large fish. Overfishing, habitat 
degradation, and the introduction of non-native aquatic species have contributed to the 
extirpation of the Lahontan cutthroat trout in the Tahoe Region. In 1970 the species was 
federally listed as ‘endangered,’ but was later reclassified as ‘threatened’ in 1975. Today, 
stream restoration projects and efforts to reintroduce Lahontan cutthroat trout are underway. 

The Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit Fisheries Department conducted non-game native 
fish surveys in streams of the California side of Lake Tahoe in 2007 and 2008. Creeks 
surveyed within the Plan area included Griff Creek, Watson Creek, Burton Creek, 
Homewood Canyon Creek, Madden Creek, Quail Creek, McKinney Creek, Ward Creek, and 
Blackwood Creek. Seven species of fish were sampled, five of which were native to the 
Tahoe Basin.1 These include the Lahontan redsider, paiute sculpin, speckled dace, Tahoe 
sucker, and tui chub. Three non-native species were also sampled including brook trout, 
brown trout and rainbow trout.  

Table 2.8 shows the distribution of fish in the 2008 survey. 

Table 2.8: Fish Species Sampled in Area Plan Area 

Fish Species Native/Non-Native Location 

Lahontan 
Redsider 

Native Quail Creek, Ward Creek 

Paiute Sculpin Native Ward Creek 

Speckled Dace Native Ward Creek, Griff Creek 

Tahoe Sucker Native Griff Creek 

Tui Chub Native Griff Creek 

Brook Trout Non-native Mckinney Creek, Quail Creek, Madden Creek, 
Blackwood Creek, Ward Creek, Burton Creek, 
Watson Creek, Griff Creek 

Brown Trout Non-native Quail Creek, Blackwood Creek, 
Ward Creek, Griff Creek 

Rainbow Trout Non-native Mckinney Creek, Quail Creek, Homewood Creek, 
Madden Creek, Blackwood Creek, Ward Creek, 
Griff Creek 

Source: Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit Fisheries Department, 2008. 

                                                      
1  The Lahontan cutthroat trout and mountain whitefish were not sampled as part of this study. 
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SPECIAL-STATUS FISH AND AMPHIBIAN SPECIES 

The Lahontan cutthroat trout is currently listed as a ‘threatened species’ under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act. TRPA has adopted a policy statement to aid in state and federal 
efforts to reintroduce the Lahontan cutthroat trout to Lake Tahoe. Since 2002, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has introduced Lahontan cutthroat trout to Fallen Leaf Lake 
to learn what conditions are necessary for successful restoration of the species in a lake 
environment. Findings suggest that restoration of a viable Lahontan cutthroat trout population 
may be possible if it can establish a niche apart from other trout species. 

Two amphibious species are listed as federal candidates for listing under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act. These include the Yosemite toad, found in wet meadows between 
4,000 and 12,000 feet in the Sierra Nevada and the Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog, found 
in upper elevation lakes, ponds, bogs, and slow-moving alpine streams between 6,000 and 
12,000 feet. 

FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCE POLICIES 

FI-P-1 Support active management of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS), including 
implementation of TRPA’s Lake Tahoe AIS Management Plan, to prevent 
new introductions of AIS, limit the spread of existing AIS populations and 
abate AIS impacts. 

FI-P-2 Pursue aquatic resource enhancement projects in coordination with the EIP 
and TMDL programs, the California Tahoe Conservancy, and other partner 
agencies. Priority will be given to AIS management, removal of stream 
diversions and blockages, and projects that also reduce pollutant loading.  

FI-P-3 Support efforts to reintroduce Lahontan Cutthroat trout to waterways in the 
Truckee River/Lake Tahoe watershed.  

FI-P-4 All TRPA policies, ordinances and programs related to Fish and Aquatic 
Resources will remain in effect.  

Fisheries and Aquatic Resource projects are described in the Implementation Plan. 
Regulations are outlined in the Area Plan Implementing Regulations. 
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2.9 Wildlife Resources 

Threshold indicators for special interest 
wildlife species show stable or improving 
conditions.  TRPA’s development 
regulations have protected riparian wildlife 
habitats and partner agencies are making 
progress restoring these areas. Conflicts 
between people and black bears is also a 
challenge. 

SPECIAL STATUS BIRDS AND 
MAMMALS 

Three wildlife species are listed as 
‘endangered’. These include the willow 
flycatcher, bald eagle and the great grey owl. 
An additional two species are listed as 
‘threatened’ including the bank swallow and 
California wolverine. 

TRPA identifies numerical and management standards related to six special-interest 
species—bald eagle, osprey, golden eagle, peregrine falcon, northern goshawk, and deer, and 
one group of species—waterfowl. The standards establish a minimum number of population 
sites that must be maintained, while the management standard establishes disturbance free 
buffer zones for each species or species group. According to the 2011 Threshold Evaluation 
Report, the status of all special-interest species is “at or somewhat better than target.” 

WILDLIFE POLICIES 

SE-P-1 Pursue wildlife habitat enhancement projects in coordination with the EIP 
program, the California Tahoe Conservancy, and other partner agencies.  

SE-P-2 Coordinate with partner agencies to manage bear populations and minimize 
conflicts with people. Programs should emphasize public education and 
expand the use of bear-proof solid waste enclosures.  

SE-P-3 All TRPA policies, ordinances and programs related to Wildlife will remain 
in effect. 

Wildlife projects are described in the Implementation Plan. Regulations are outlined in the 
Area Plan Implementing Regulations. 

A Bald Eagle 
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2.10 Noise 

The Threshold Evaluation identified transportation corridors as the main source of noise in 
the Plan area. Other noise sources include motorized aircraft and watercraft, construction 
vehicles and equipment, machinery associated with refuse collection and snow removal, and 
off-road vehicles.  

TRPA and the peer review panel recommended that noise standards and evaluation 
approaches be re-evaluated. The majority of standards were determined to be out of 
attainment as a result of a ‘no exceedance’ interpretation of the standard and that TRPA has 
little enforcement authority to address many noise issues – in particular, single event noise. 

NOISE POLICIES 

N-P-1 Work with TRPA, Caltrans, Tahoe Area Regional Transit (TART), USFS, 
and other partner agencies to minimize transportation-related noise impacts 
on residential and sensitive uses. Additionally, continue to limit hours for 
construction and demolition work to reduce construction-related noises. 

N-P-2 Minimize passenger vehicle travel and roadway noise by implementing 
incentives for redevelopment within Town Centers and the transfer of 
development to Town Centers in accordance with the Regional Plan.  

N-P-3 Support the reevaluation of TRPA’s Community Equivalent Noise Level 
(CNEL) standards and evaluation approaches, as called for in the 2011 
Threshold Evaluation Report.  

N-P-4 All TRPA policies, ordinances and programs related to Noise will remain in 
effect.  

Noise reduction projects are described in the Implementation Plan. Regulations are outlined 
in the Area Plan Implementing Regulations. 

2.11 Cultural Resources 

There are four properties listed on the National and California Registers of Historic Places, all 
of which are located in Tahoe City. These include Lake Tahoe Dam, Outlet Gates and 
Gatekeepers Cabin, Watson Log Cabin, and the Chapel of the Transfiguration. 

LAKE TAHOE DAM 

Located on SR 89 at the Truckee River in Tahoe City, construction of the dam took four 
years to complete, beginning in 1909 and ending in 1913. It is still in operation, and drains an 
area of 505 square miles. The dam is 18 feet high, and can increase Lake Tahoe’s capacity by 
744,600 acre feet. The dam was listed on the National Register of Historic Places on March 
25, 1981. 



Part 2: Conservation Plan 
Placer County Tahoe Basin Area Plan 

 

55 

WILLIAM B. LAYTON PARK AND MARION STEINBACH INDIAN MUSEUM 
(OUTLET GATES AND GATEKEEPERS CABIN) 

William B. Layton Park is the site 
of the Gateskeeper’s Cabin and 
Steinbach Indian Basket Museum. 
It is a California Registered 
Historical Landmark, number 797. 
The 3-acre site is owned by 
California State Parks and 
managed by the North Lake Tahoe 
Historical Society. The 
Gatekeeper’s Museum is a 
reconstruction of the original 
Gatekeeper’s Cabin, on the same 
site where the original stood until 
it was destroyed by arson fire in 
the early 1980s. The original 
Gatekeeper’s cabin was built by 
Robert Montgomery Watson—also the builder of the Watson Cabin—to be the home of the 
Watermaster who controlled the flow of water out of Lake Tahoe. The cabin now showcases 
Tahoe history, from the Washoe people through the logging and mining eras and the 
establishment of the tourism industry at Lake Tahoe. The Marion Steinbach Indian Basket 
Museum was added in 1992.  

WATSON LOG CABIN 

The Watson Log Cabin was built in 1909 and is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places as the oldest Tahoe City house that still sits where it was originally built, in the middle 
of Tahoe City overlooking Commons Beach. 

CHAPEL OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 

The Chapel of the Transfiguration, also known as the Outdoor Chapel, was built in 1909 and 
was the first church constructed in Tahoe City. It is located about one mile south of Tahoe 
City along SR 89 and was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2011. 

TRPA HISTORIC RESOURCES DATABASE 

TRPA recognizes 21 sites of historical or archaeological significance in the Plan area, 
including a number of Native American sites and facilities. Figure 2-13 maps the location of 
historic resources located in the Plan area. 

  

Gatekeepers Cabin and Steinbach Indian Basket Museum 
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CULTURAL RESOURCE POLICIES 

C-P-1 Encourage reuse and incorporate buildings or structures that are determined 
to be of historic significance into site plans.  

C-P-2 Evaluate cultural and/or historic resources when evaluating project activities 
with the goal of avoiding impacts to such resources. 

C-P-3 All TRPA policies, ordinances and programs related to cultural resources 
will remain in effect.  

Cultural resource projects are described in the Implementation Plan. Regulations are outlined 
in the Area Plan Implementing Regulations. 

2.12 Natural Hazards 

FIRE HAZARDS 

The threat of catastrophic fires has 
been identified as the number one 
natural hazard in the Tahoe Region. 
The forests in the Tahoe Region are 
significantly different than found 
prior to logging during the 
Comstock era. Prior to Comstock 
logging during the late 1800s, forest 
stands were much less dense 
consisting of larger trees and open 
understories. The current forest 
stand characteristics have created 
excess fuel hazards capable of 
supporting stand-destroying fires 
that threaten communities and 
ecosystem health along the north and west shores of Lake Tahoe. 

The Tahoe Region has one of the highest fire ignition rates in the Sierra Nevada. According 
to data from the US Forest Service’s Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit (LTBMU), 
between 1973 and 1996 the highest occurrence of ignitions in the Plan area occurred at 
Brockway, from Kings Beach to Tahoe Vista, and Dollar Point. The lowest occurrence of 
ignitions occurred at Homewood. 

FLOODING 

Flood risk is a consequence of rainfall characteristics, topography, water features, vegetation 
and soil coverage, impermeable surfaces, and the Plan area’s stormwater management 
infrastructure. 

The Urban / Wildland Interface 
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The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has published floodplain maps 
showing areas that would be inundated by the 100-year flood. As shown in Figure 2-14, 
various waterways located in the Plan area are subject to the 100-year flood. Rivers and 
creeks prone to flooding in the Plan area include Blackwood Creek, Ward Creek, Burton 
Creek, Lake Forest Creek, Tahoe Vista Creek, Griff Creek, and the Truckee River. 
Communities lying within the 100-year floodplain include portions of Kings Beach, Tahoe 
Vista, Dollar Point, Tahoe City, Tahoe Pines, and Homewood. TRPA prohibits additional 
development within the 100-year floodplain. 

Additionally, potential exists for seiche-related waves up to 30 feet to occur along the shore 
of Lake Tahoe. 

OTHER NATURAL HAZARDS 

Other natural hazards include earthquakes, avalanche and landslide/mudslide events.  

Earthquake, wildfire and flood hazards are addressed in building codes. Avalanche and mass 
instability hazards are addressed in TRPA codes.  

NATURAL HAZARD POLICIES 

NH-P-1 Coordinate with partner agencies to implement the Lake Tahoe Basin 
Multijurisdictional Fuel Reduction and Wildfire Prevention Strategy.  

NH-P-2 Evaluate natural hazards when evaluating project activities with the goal of 
maintaining and enhancing public safety.     

NH-P-3 Pursue programs and incentives that encourage property owners to retrofit 
existing buildings to reduce ignitability. 

NH-P-4 Continue to implement and update building codes to minimize risks from 
natural hazards.  

NH-P-5 All TRPA policies, ordinances and programs related to natural hazards will 
remain in effect.  

Natural hazards projects are described in the Implementation Plan. Regulations are outlined 
in the Area Plan Implementing Regulations. 
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