
MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
Placer County (DeWitt) Government Center 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING  
6-2-15 

Placer County Facility Services Department 
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Government Center Context 
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County Ownership of DeWitt 

1972 Findings and Recommendations: 
- “Facilities at DeWitt can provide 750,000sf of space.  County occupancy 

would require 150,000sf.  The remainder can be made available for 
other public and private uses.” 

 
- “…some of the land and buildings at DeWitt can be developed for such 

uses as light industry, multiple residences and commercial activities.” 
  
- “If developed at a later date, the County would receive tax revenues 

from the property returned to private ownership and revenue from the 
lease or sale of buildings and land.” 
 

- “Additionally, the economy of the Auburn area…would benefit from the 
increased employment base and the cash flow generated by private 
uses of the property.”  
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Comp. Facilities Master Plan 
DeWitt Buildings and Site Evaluation in 1993: 
• Functional Utility 

- “Although DeWitt Center has a great deal of floor area, its spread-out and fragmented 
configuration is functionally inefficient for county staff, and disorienting for the public.” 

- “More efficient accommodations would involve larger buildings with appropriately sized 
offices and fewer entrances.” 

• Code Compliance 
- “DeWitt Center has many antiquated structures.  Despite having had a good maintenance 

program and numerous improvements, they possess a number of deficiencies and non-
compliances to state and local codes and standards.”   

- “All exterior masonry walls and interior masonry cross walls are of 2 wythe, non-reinforced 
brick construction.  Auburn being in Seismic Zone  No. 3, automatically places these 
structures in non compliance with the UBC.” 

- The following fire/life safety problems were noted: fire sprinklers, fire alarms, exiting 
devices and smoke detectors were not provided in all buildings. 

- “Typically, DeWitt Center buildings do not comply with current California Code of 
Regulations Title 24 energy standards.” 

- “The presence of asbestos in a variety of forms seems ubiquitous throughout the center…”   
• Maintenance 

- “Mechanical, plumbing, electrical systems are worn and functionally inadequate.”   
- “As areas have been remodeled, systems have been partially upgraded and general 

improvements made to keep the systems operational.” 
- “There are more than 30 miles of underground utilities on the DeWitt site including water, 

sewer, drainage and electrical.  Some of these lines have been underground for 45 years 
and need replacement.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Facility Services Department 

Pl
ac

er
 C

ou
nt

y G
ov

er
nm

en
t C

en
te

r  
M

AS
TE

R 
 P

LA
N 

5 

Facility Conditions 
75-Year-Old Buildings 
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Comp. Facilities Master Plan 

County Functions  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commercial 
(35 Acres) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Housing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Recommended Plan 
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The Community Plan  
Adopted in 1994 and updated in 1999: 
• Commercial Use Policies  

- “Encourage land uses that accommodate commercial services that are regional 
in character, that provide goods and services that residents now travel outside 
the area to obtain...” 

 
• Mixed-Use Designation  

- “The introduction of the Mixed-Use land use designation is an attempt to direct 
development  within each area in a manner which provides much greater 
flexibility than is found with traditional designations.” 

- “The development vision described for each mixed-use area attempts to achieve 
a balanced development pattern through the designation of an appropriate mix of 
commercial, industrial, residential, open space, and professional office uses.” 

 
• DeWitt Center  

- “Parcels closest to Highway 49 should be developed with retail/service 
commercial to serve the population working and residing at or in close proximity 
to the DeWitt Center while still drawing business from the traffic on Highway 49.” 

- “Based on the needs of the County for new office space, the County is likely to 
be in a position to establish the character of this mixed-use area while solving 
their own space needs.” 

- “As new office space became available, uses currently operating in the modified 
barracks could relocate to the new offices and the razing and reconstruction of 
the area now occupied by the modified barracks could commence.” 
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PCGC – Community Plan Land Use 

Mixed-Use  
 
 
 
 
 

Mixed-
Use  
 
 
 
 
 Open Space  

 
 
 
 
 

Atwood Road 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bell Road 
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PCGC – Zoning 

OP-DR-
Dc  

 
 
 
 
 O 

(Open Space)  
 
 
 
 
 

C3-Dc 
(Heavy Commercial-

Design Corridor)  
 
 
 
 
 

OP-DR-Dc 
(Office-Professional-Design 

Review-Design Corridor)  
 
 
 
 
 

CPD-Dc 
(Commercial 

Planned 
Development-

Design Corridor)  
 
 
 
 
 RM 

(Medium Density 
Residential)  

 
 
 
 
 

Atwood Road 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bell Road 
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Demolition at the PCGC 

Wastewater 
Treatment Plant 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buildings 213-217 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

Buildings 1-8 
 
 
 
 
 

Buildings 9, 10 
 
 
 
 
 

Buildings 102-106 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Building Area Demolished Since 2004:  288,000 SF 
 
 
 
 
 

Buildings 15-18 
 
 
 
 
 

Buildings 201-207 
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Progress at the PCGC 
Capital Improvements 

Auburn Justice Center 

Community Development  Resource Center 

Finance Administration Building The Home Depot 

Main Jail 

Juvenile Detention Center Children’s Shelter 

Animal Services Center (coming soon) 
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Changes to the Campus 

After 

Community Development Resource Center 

Before 
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Changes to the Campus 

Before 

Auburn Justice Center 

After 
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The Master Plan Update  
• Placer County Government Center Planning for the Next 20 Years 
• Scope of Master Plan 

- Utilities Infrastructure Planning 
- Roadway Planning 
- Site and Facility Planning 
- Program Type Environmental Impact Report  

• Structure of Master Planning Project  
- Facility Services as Lead Manager 
- Architectural / Planning Consultant 
- Environmental Consultant 
- Inter-Departmental Coordination 
- Community and Employee Engagement 
- Board of Supervisors Meetings and Presentations 
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Master Plan Elements  

Example of Master Plan Illustrative 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Campus Vision 
• Development Context 
• Site and Facilities Assessment 
• Facility Utilization 
• Transportation and Circulation 
• Utility Infrastructure  
• Landscape and Open Space 
• Site and Facilities Planning 
• Architectural and Landscape Guidelines 
• Phasing Plan 
• Implementation Plan 
• Environmental Impact Report 
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Master Plan Scope  

Atwood Road 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Home Depot 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

C
ounty C

enter 
D

rive 
      

CDRC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FAB 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bell Road 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

B Avenue 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AJC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JDC 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Main Jail 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ASC 
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• Phase One – Vision, Goals, Context, Procedures, Assessments 
- Formation of the master plan vision and framework, assessment of existing 

campus conditions and county departmental needs moving ahead. 
 

• Phase Two – Options and Recommendations 
- Findings from Phase One synthesized into planning options and used to 

develop the initial master plan documentation, forming the basis of the EIR. 
 

• Phase Three – Final Reviews and Approvals 
- Culmination of assessments, vetting master plan options, gaining consensus, 

managing the project through the EIR process and concluding with a final 
approved set of documents. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Master Plan Process 
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Phase One:   
Vision and 

Assessments 

Phase Two: 
Options and 

Recommendations 

Phase Three:   
Final Reviews and 

Approvals 

Fall 2015* 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Spring 2016* 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fall 2016* 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

*Tentative Start 
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Board of 
Supervisors  

Phase One 
Vision  

&  
Assessments 

Phase Two 
Options  

& 
Recommendations  

Board of 
Supervisors  

Phase Three 
Final Reviews  

&  
Approvals 

Board of 
Supervisors  

Board of 
Supervisors  

Master Planning 
Consultant / 

Planning Process 

Facility 
Services 

Board of 
Supervisors  

Local 
Community 
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Planning  

Team 

Local 
Jurisdictions 

Campus 
Stakeholders 

Local 
Community 

Master 
Planning  

Team 

Local 
Jurisdictions 

Campus 
Stakeholders 

Local 
Community 

Master 
Planning  

Team 

Local 
Jurisdictions 

Campus 
Stakeholders 
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Planning 
Consultants 

PCGC          
Master Plan 

Employee Meetings 
 

Executive Office 
 

County Departments 
 

Utility Companies 
 
 
 

Community Meetings 
 

Board Meetings 
 

Placer County Websites 
 

EIR Process 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local 
Community 

Master 
Planning  

Team 

Local 
Jurisdictions 

Campus 
Stakeholders 

Board of 
Supervisors  

Informal Individual 
Meetings 

 
Formal Board 
Presentations 

 
 
 
 

Facility 
Services 

North Auburn MAC 
 

City of Auburn 
 

Auburn Recreation District 
 

Auburn Union School 
District 
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• Solicit professional planning consultant proposals for an 
updated Placer County Government Center Master Plan 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

• Continue assisting vacating government center tenants in 
their moving efforts 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

• Continue to evaluate antiquated buildings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Conduct a feasibility study for a potential 
Multigenerational Community Center in the greater 
Auburn area 
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• Construct building improvements for the DeWitt Museum 
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