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MEMORANDUM
COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICE
ADMINISTRATION
County of Placer

DATE: March 20, 2018

TO:

Honorable Board of Supervisors

FROM:

Todd Leopold , County Executive Officer

SUBJECT:

TOT Appeal of Granlibakken Management Company, Ltd.

ACTION REQUESTED:
Consider the Findings and Recommendations of the Hearing Officer in the Transient Occupancy
Tax Appeal of Granlibakken Management Company, Ltd., and make a final determination on the
appeal by taking one of the following actions:
1. Sustain and adopt the Hearing Officer's Findings and Recommendations in its
entirety; or,
2. Modify the Findings and Recommendations and direct the County Executive Officer
to return to the Board at a later date with revised Findings and Recommendations
outlining how the Hearing Officer's Findings and Recommendations were modified;
or,
3. Reverse the Hearing Officer's Findings and Recommendations and direct the
Hearing Officer to revise the Findings and Recommendations and/or direct the
Hearing Officer to take additional evidence and testimony on specific issues and
return to the Board the with revised Findings and Recommendations.
BACKGROUND:
State law authorizes cities and counties to collect a tax on hotel and motel occupancies that is
referred to as a transient occupancy tax (TOT). The County's administration of its Transient
Occupancy Tax Program is set out in the Uniform Transient Occupancy Ordinance, codified in
Chapter 4 of the Placer County Code, Article 4.16. On May 8, 2016, under the authority of
Placer County Code Section 4.16.100, the TOT Tax Administrator issued a Notice of Tax
Determination finding that Granlibakken Management Company, Ltd (Granlibakken) owed the
County additional tax, interest and penalties for the 2014 calendar year in the amount of
$440,240.97. After a timely appeal of that determination by Granlibakken, pursuant to Placer
County Code Section 4.16.110 B, the Director of Administrative Services issued a
Redetermination Notice upholding the Tax Administrator's determination. The operator has the
right to appeal the Redetermination under Placer County Code Section 4.16.11 0C. Section
4.16.110C also provides an operator the right to a full evidentiary hearing before the County
Executive Officer or Designee.
Granlibakken filed a timely appeal on June 2, 2016. The hearing was held before Kate
Sampson, Deputy County Executive Officer, over five days, August 23, October 4, October 12,
October 13 and November 13, 2017. Findings and Recommendations of the Hearing Officer
was served on the parties on March 6, 2018. During the hearing, Granlibakken's Chief
Financial Officer and Board member Ron Parsons was present at each day of the proceedings
and was represented by counsels Robert Rubin and Kelly Lincoln. The Director of
Administrative Services was present and represented by Deputy County Counsel Brian Wirtz.
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Placer County Code Section 4.16.110 C provides that the county executive officer or designee
present his or her findings and recommendations concerning the appeal to the Placer County
Board of Supervisors. The Board is to review the findings and recommendations and either
sustain, modify or reverse the recommendation . The Board's decision is limited to the
testimony taken and evidence admitted at the hearing. These records of the appeal were
placed on file with the Clerk of the Board. The hearing before the Board is limited by the
provisions of Section 4.16. 110 C(6) which states that:
"The operator shall have the right to argue their position, to be represented by counsel ,
and to refer to documents or testimony given at the hearing held by the CEO or
designee but shall not be allowed to introduce any new documents, testimony or other
evidence unless the party proffering the new evidence can show good cause as to why
the new evidence was not presented at the hearing before the CEO or designee."
Once the decision of the Board is made, the amount determined to be due is due and payable
immediately and there is no further administrative appeal.
REVIEW OF HEARING OFFICER'S FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:
Now that the Hearing Officer has issued the Findings and Recommendations, the matter is
being presented to the Board for a final decision. Pursuant to the County's Uniform Transient
Occupancy Tax Ordinance, the decision of the Board is final and binding.
The Appellant, Granlibakken, and its attorney will argue first and will be provided up to thirty (30)
minutes to argue its case. The Director of Administrative Services and its attorney will then be
provided up to thirty (30) minutes to rebut and argue its case. Granlibakken will then be
provided fifteen (15) minutes for its final rebuttal and summation.
The record on appeal, including the stipulations of the parties, the hearing briefs, transcripts of
testimony and the exhibits admitted at the hearing have been submitted to the Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors for the Board's review and consideration .
FISCAL IMPACT:
TOT receipts are general purpose revenue that is appropriated at the Board's discretion.

Hearing Officer's Findings and Recommendations is available for review at the Office of the
Clerk of the Board.
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