COUNTY ~
OF

~

....

~ Placer~

MEMORANDUM
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
County of Placer

TO:

Board of Supervisors

FROM :

Teri lvaldi , Chief of Staff

SUBJECT:

Commendation - Present a Commendation recognizing Fire Chief Ian Gow .for 33 years of
service to Placer County.

DATE: June 27 , 2017

ACTION REQUESTED
Present a commendation recognizing Fire Chief Ian Gow for 33 years of service to Placer County.

BACKGROUND
Ian M. Gow began his career with the Placer Hills Fire Protection District in 1984 as a volunteer
firefighter. He advanced through the ranks serving as engineer, battalion chief and was named fire chief
for the District in 2000.
Ian's service to Placer County didn't stop there. As a licensed physician's assistant and registered nurse,
he also worked at the county's medical clinic among a variety of private medical practices. Ian also
served as the county's operations area coordinator managing fire resources at the county , state and
national levels.
Ian has worked tirelessly throughout his career protecting the public in a dynamic, rapidly-growing and
geographically-diverse environment. Underscored by having held all officer positions within the Placer
County Fire Chiefs Association , his expertise and experience has provided tremendous value to our
residents . Ian's hard work and commitment have not gone unnoticed . In 1988, he was named Placer
Hills Firefighter of the Year, in 1994 became a Placer Hills Fire lifetime member and in 1997 received the
Meadow Vista Community Service Award. These are just a few of his well-deserved accolades and
showing of love by the community.
Ian has positioned the county well by having built a tremendously capable , caring team of professionals
who will carry on behind him .

FISCAL IMPACT
None
ATTACHMENTS
Commendation

1

1

IN THE MATTER OF A COMMENDATION RECOGNIZING PLACER HILLS
FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT CHIEF IAN M. GOW FOR 33 YEARS OF
DEDICATED SERVICE TO PLACER COUNTY
WHEREAS, Ian M. Gow began his career with the Placer Hills Fire Protection District in
1984 as a volunteer firefighter. He advanced through the ranks serving as engineer,
battalion chief and was named fire chief for the District in 2000; and
WHEREAS, Ian's service to Placer County didn 't stop there. As a licensed physician's
assistant and registered nurse, he also worked at the county's medical clinic among a
variety of private medical practices. Ian also served as the county' s operations area
coordinator managing fire resources at the county, state and national levels; and
WHEREAS, Ian has worked tirelessly throughout his career protecting the public in a
dynamic, rapidly-growing and. geographically-diverse environment. Underscored by
having held all officer positions within the Placer County Fire Chiefs Association, his
expertise and experience has provided tremendous value to our residents; and
WHEREAS, Ian' s hard work and commitment have not gone unnoticed. In 1988, he was
named Placer Hills Firefighter of the Year, in 1994 became a Placer Hills Fire lifetime
member and in 1997 received the Meadow Vista Community Service Award. These are
just a few of his well-deserved accolades and showing of love by the community; and
WHEREAS, Ian worked tirelessly to increase the service levels throughout the Placer
Hills Fire Protection District. From providing advanced life support on fire engines, to
securing needed equipment, to growing the number of fully staffed positions while
keeping overhead to a minimum, to managing his team, to educating the community and
being accountable to THREE boards; and
WHEREAS, his efforts not only represent thousands of hours of hard work, thoughtful
consideration and investment, they also represent a deep care for our communities and a
safe place for current and future residents to enjoy; and
WHEREAS, Ian has positioned the county well by having built a tremendously capable,
caring team of professionals who will carry on behind him; and
WHEREAS, like a true fireman, this story wouldn't be complete without sharing that Ian
even 'came to the rescue' and adopted the Weimar fire station kitty among other stray cats
in need of a loving home.
NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE KNOWN, that the above COMMENDATION was
duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer on behalf of the citizens
of Placer County at a regular meeting held, June 27, 2017, who take great pride in

recognizing Chief Ian M. Gow for 33 years of dedicated service to our county, its
employees and residents.
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