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MEMORANDUM
County Executive Office
Office of Emergency Services
County of Placer

TO: Board of Supervisors

DATE: January 24, 2017

FROM: David Boesch, County Executive Officer
By: John McEldowney, Emergency Services Program Manager
SUBJECT: Resolution to Proclaim Local Emergency in Placer County
ACTION REQUESTED
Adopt a Resolution ratifying the proclamation declaring a local emergency for flooding in Placer County by
the Director of Emergency Services.
BACKGROUND
When the actual or threatened existence of conditions of disaster or of extreme peril to the safety of
persons and property exists, and the conditions are likely to be beyond the control of the services,
personnel, equipment, and facilities of the county to control effectively, the local governing body may
proclaim that a local emergency exists. A local emergency may be proclaimed to exist due to a specific
situation, such as flood, fire, storm, earthquake, epidemic, drought, sudden and severe energy shortage,
or other condition, as authorized by Section 8630 of the California Government Code and County Code
Chapter 2, Article 2.88, Section 2.88.020.
In the early days of the New Year, a high intensity "atmospheric river'' hit Northern California. This storm
initially caused widespread flooding throughout the County as rain fell at a rate of a quarter inch in fifteen
minutes. As the storm progressed throughout the week, precipitation continued to fall heavily but
transitioned to record snowfall in mountain elevations. North Tahoe ski resorts measured over eight feet
of snow accumulation in a seven day period. Large portions of the Truckee/Tahoe Basin have been
without power for up to five consecutive days. Lack of electricity, downed trees and telephone lines, and
long-term closures of major road thoroughfares have taxed the operations of local emergency responders,
residents' standard of living, and damaged or destroyed an initially estimated 8 million dollars worth of
public infrastructure. Much of the damage above the snowline is still buried beneath the snow and
therefore cannot be identified at this time.
Placer County lacks the capability and local resources to deal with this disaster. This Proclamation will aid
the County in an effort to seek state funding and support to address the recovery operations throughout
the County.
The Board of Supervisors is required to ratify a local emergency proclamation within seven days of the
Director of Emergency Services' action taken on January 17, 2017.
FISCAL IMPACT
Potential fiscal impact is unknown at this time.

ATTACHMENTS
Proclamation
Resolution
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Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California
In the matter of:

A RESOLUTION RATIFYING
THE PROCLAMATION OF A LOCAL
EMERGENCY FOR FLOODING IN PLACER
COUNTY BY THE DIRECTOR OF
EMERGENCY SERVICES

Resolution No.: _ _ _ __

The following Resolution was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer
at a regular meeting held._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, by the following vote on roll call:

Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Signed and approved by me after its passage.
Chair, Board of Supervisors

Attest:

Clerk of said Board
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF PLACER, STATE OF
CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY ORDAIN THAT:
WHEREAS , the California Emergency Services Act, Chapter 7, of the California Government
Code, commencing with § 8550 confers upon the governing bodies of the political subdivisions
of this state emergency powers necessary to protect health and safety and preserve lives and
property; and,

WHEREAS, § 8630 of the California Government Code, states that "a local emergency may be
proclaimed only by the governing body of a city, county, or city and county, or by an official
designated by ordinance adopted by that governing body; and,
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WHEREAS Placer County Code, Chapter 2, Article 2.88, Section 2.88.060 empowers the
Director of Emergency Services to proclaim the existence or threatened existence of a local
emergency when this county is affected or likely to be affected by a public calamity and the
Board of Supervisors is not in session, subject to ratification by the Board of Supervisors within
seven days and reaffirmation every 30 days thereafter until such local emergency is terminated;
and,
WHEREAS, on January 17, 2017, the Director of Emergency Services proclaimed a local
emergency as a result of the conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property
that arose within said County, caused by storms resulting in severe rainfall, flash flooding,
severe wind, and mud and debris flows, floodwaters, and severe snow accumulation and
extreme avalanche danger commencing on the th day of January, 2017, within the borders of
Placer County causing such eminent danger as to necessitate these findings and the
proclamation of a local emergency, with such Proclamation attached hereof; and,
WHEREAS, the flooding poses a threat to and has caused damage to major infrastructure both
along streams within areas of potential flooding, including roads, parks, schools, public facilities,
and power lines, water and power generation infrastructure of Placer County Water Agency,
which supplies water and power to the residents of Placer County and elsewhere; and,
WHEREAS, the flooding poses an immediate threat to and has caused damage to numerous
private property, public roads, public infrastructure, parks, schools and other special districts
that have all been impacted by the severe weather, wind, rain, snow, mud and debris flows in
both western and eastern Placer County; and,
WHEREAS, the response to the floodwaters is beyond the capabilities of the local resources.
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors of the County
of Placer, State of California hereby ratifies the attached proclamation of a local emergency and
said emergency shall be deemed to continue until its termination is proclaimed by the Board of
Supervisors; and,
BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of said local
emergency the powers, functions, and duties of the Director of Emergency Services and the
emergency organization of the county shall be those prescribed by state law, and by ordinance
and resolutions of this county approved by the Board of Supervisors, and by the Placer
Operational Area Emergency Operations Plan, as approved by the Board of Supervisors.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a certified copy of this resolution proclaiming a local
emergency be forwarded to the Governor of California with a request that he proclaim the
County of Placer to be in a state of emergency, and with a request that the State of California
waive regulations that may hinder response and recovery efforts, to make available recovery
assistance under the California Disaster Assistance Act, and to expedite access to federal
resource and any other appropriate federal relief programs.

Exhibit A - Proclamation of Local Emergency
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PROCLAMATION OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY
BY THE DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY SERVICES, AND
REQUEST GOVERNOR PROCLAIM A STATE.OF EMERGENCY

PROCLAMATION OF LOCAL EMERGENCY
WHEREAS California Government Code,§ 8550, the Ca!_ifomia Emergency Services Act, confers
upon the governing bodies of the political subdivisions of this state emergency powers necessary to
protect health and safety and preserve lives and property; and
WHEREAS California Government Code, § 8630 states that "a local emergency may be proclaimed
only by the governing body of a citY. county, or city and county, or by an official designated by
ordinance adopted by that governing body;~ and
WHEREAS Placer County Code, Chapter 2, Article f .88, Section 2.88.060 empowers the Director of
Emergency Services to proclaim the existence or threatened existence of .a local emergency when
this county is affected or likely to be affected by a public calamity .and the Board of SuP.ervisors is not
in session, subject to ratification by the Board of Supervisors within seven days and reaffirmation
every 14 days thereafter until such local emergency is terminated; and
WHEREAS the Director of Emergency Services of the County of Placer does hereby find:

. That eoriditions of extreme peril to the safety of P6rsons, property and critical infrastructure
have arisen within this county, caused by storms resulting in severe rainfall, flash flooding,
severe wind, and mud and debris flows, and severe snow accumulation resulting in extreme
avalanche danger commencing on the 7th day of January, 2017, and the impending
. additiOnal · storms that were forecast and have Occurred over widespread areas of the
CountY; and,
·
That the flooding poses a threat to and has caused damage to major infrastructure both
within areas of flooding, including roads, parks, schools, public facilities, and power lines,
water and power generation infrastructure of Placer County Water Agency, which supplies
water and power to the residents of Placer County and elsewhere; and,
That potential flooding poses an immediate threat to and has caused damage to numerous
private property, public roads, public infrastructure, parks, schools and other special districts
that have all been impacted by the severe weather, wind, rain, snow, mud and debris flows
in both westerri and eastern Placer County; and,
That the response to the flooding is beyond the capabilities of the local resources; and,
. ......, ..· ' -·-· -·- -- . .. --That, the Board of -Supervisors of the County of -Placer . is .not -in -session and .cannot immediately be called into session; and,
That the aforesaid conditions of extreme peril warrant and necessitate the proclamation of
the existence of a local emergency.
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY PROCLAIMED that a local emergency·now exists throughout ..
this cOunty; and,
IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of said local emergency
the powers, functions, and duties of the Director of Emergency SeNices and the emergency
organiiation of the couhty shall be those prescribed by state law, and by ordinanCe and resolutions
of this county approved by the Board of Supervisors, and by the Placer Operational Area Emergency
Operations Plan, as approved by the Board of Supervisors, December 14, 2010.
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that
copy of this declaration be forWarded to the Governor
California with the request that he proclaim the County of Placer to be in a state of emergency and
that the State of California waive regulations that may hinder response and recovery efforts, to make
available recovery assistance under the California Disaster Assistance Act, and to expedite access
to federal resource and any other appropriate federal relief programs.; and,
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this proclamation be
· of Emergency Services.
· ·
·

Dated: January 17, 2017

By:-L~~~~,A..._.lb,..L:...-!..,.cf:.::::::=t
David . Boesch,
Col!P Executive Officerand
Di~tor of Emergency Services,
County of Placer
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