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Grodes 4 — 5

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing Series by Judy Blume.
Peter finds his demanding two-year-old brother Fudge an ever
increasing problem, and it doesn’t seem to get easier as
Fudge gets older.

The Sisters Grimm Series by Michael Buckley. When their
parents disappear, Sabrina and Daphne are sent to live with
an eccentric grandmother they thought was dead—and learn
some surprising things about the truth of fairy tales.

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett. Mary
comes to live in a lonely house and discovers an invalid cousin
and the mysteries of a locked garden.

Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary. In his letters to his
favorite author, Leigh reveals his problems in coping with his
parents' divorce, being the new boy in school, and generally
finding his own place in the world.

Lunch Money by Andrew Clements. Moneymaking whiz Greg
teams up with lifelong rival Maura to create a series of comic
books to sell at school.

No Talking by Andrew Clements. The noisy fifth grade boys of
Laketon Elementary School challenge the equally loud fifth
grade girls to a "no talking" contest.

James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl. James escapes
from two wicked aunts and embarks on a series of adventures
with six giant insects he meets inside a giant peach.

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate
DiCamillo. Edward Tulane, a cold-hearted and proud toy rab-
bit, loves only himself until he is separated from the little girl
who adores him.

The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich. Omakayas, a seven-
year-old Native American girl of the Ojibwa tribe, lives through
the joys of summer and the perils of winter on an island in
Lake Superior in 1847.
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The Great Brain Series by John Dennis Fitzgerald. The
exploits of the Great Brain of Adenville, Utah are described by
his younger brother, frequently the victim of the Great Brain's
schemes for gaining prestige or money.

Inkheart Series by Cornelia Caroline Funke. Meggie learns
that her father Mo, a bookbinder, can "read" fictional
characters to life.

Joey Pigza Series by Jack Gantos. Joey has trouble paying
attention or controlling his mood swings when his prescription
meds wear off and he starts getting worked up and acting
wired.

The Phantom Tolbooth by Norton Juster. A journey through a
land where Milo learns the importance of words and numbers
and finds a cure for his boredom.

Alvin Ho: Allergic to Camping, Hiking, and Other Natural
Disasters by Leonard Look. On his first trip camping, Alvin
makes a new friend and learns that he can be brave despite
his fear of everything.

The Aviary by Kathleen O’Dell. Clara uncovers a magical
secret when she learns to care for the once-feared birds in the
aviary attached to the mansion where she lives.

Sideways Stories from Wayside School Series by Louis
Sachar. Strange and funny things happen at a school
accidentally built sideways with one classroom on each story.

Glory Be by Augusta Scattergood. In the summer of 1964,
Glory's Mississippi town is beset by racial tension when town
leaders close her beloved public pool rather than
desegregate it.

The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznik. When an

orphan living in a Paris train station meets a mysterious
toy-seller and his goddaughter, his secret life is jeopardized.

www.placer.ca.gov/library
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