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ACTIONS REQUESTED
Conduct a public hearing to consider and adopt a resolution to adjust the Placer County/Tahoe
Regional Planning Agency Project Filing Fee Schedule to align with TRPA's recently approved filing
fee schedule.
BACKGROUND
On July 25, 2017 the Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution to approve an expanded
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with TRPA and an associated "Placer County!TRPA Project
Filing Fee Schedule". The MOU is a requirement of the joint Placer County and TRPA Tahoe
Basin Area Plan (TBAP) and allows the County to issue certain TRPA permits on their behalf. A
key goal of the MOU is to enable a streamlined permitting process within the Tahoe Basin and
allow for one-stop permitting, to the extent practicable. Given that nearly all development within
the Tahoe Basin requires some form of TRPA review, the MOU allows customers to interface
solely with Placer County, rather than both agencies separately.

The MOU was adopted by TRPA on October 25, 2017 and went into effect on May 1, 2018. As
part of the MOU, the County accepts application fees and various other TRPA-related mitigation
and "pass-through" fees on TRPA's behalf. The County is obligated to remit 10 percent of the
application fee back to TRPA for their administration of the MOU, and remits back 100 percent of
all other TRPA-related mitigation and pass-through fees. Historically the County has charged
applicants the full TRPA application fee plus 10 percent, thus the County retains the full
application fee and TRPA's remittance for MOU administration is in addition to the base fee.
In December 2018, the County was notified by TRPA of adjustments to their fee schedule that
went into effect on January 31 , 2019 (TRPA's staff report can be found at: http://www.trpa.org/wpcontent/uploads/November-14_15-2018-Governing-Board-Agenda-Packet. pdf).
OVERVIEW
TRPA Fee Schedule Changes
TRPA last updated their fee schedule in 2005 and, until their recently adopted 2019 fee schedule,
their fee schedule did not include an annual Consumer Price Index (CPA) adjustment. For the six
months prior to the fee schedule update, TRPA held meetings with stakeholders (e.g. Governing
Board members, consultants and local activists) to evaluate changes to the fees. The prim ary
changes that relate to the County's MOU obligations can be categorized in the following three broad
categories.
Fees that require 10 percent remittance to TRPA:
• Project, or development-related, applications: Application fees increased by 30 percent.
This essentially equates to an increase due to inflation (i.e. the equivalent of 13 years of CPI
adjustments since the last TRPA fee schedule update).
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Site Assessments: Application fee reduced by 53 percent (from $940 to $500). Site
Assessments are a TRPA verification of single family parcels that determine what, if any,
development potential exists on a property. In addition to the application fee, this application
also requires a detailed site plan which is typically completed by a design professional and
can cost anywhere from $1800 to $2000. Thus, under TRPA's previous fee schedule, an
applicant could pay anywhere from $940 to $2940 to receive a site assessment, only to learn
that they ca nnot further develop their property (e.g. add a deck, a residential addition, etc.).
TRPA considered this reduction in application fee a significant customer service to inform the
development potential of a residential property.

TRPA Pass Through Fees- 100 percent remitted to TRPA
• Information Technology Surcharge: Raised from $68 and $88 to $1 14
• Stormwater Fee: New $125 fee applied to all projects (or development-related permits). This
fee provides funding for TRPA to administer and track BMP certificates , provide technical
BMP assistance to customers, train local jurisdictions on BMPs and to perform BMP field
inspections.
Annual Consumer Price Index Adjustment
• TRPA now has an annual consumer price index (CPI) adjustment to all fees . Fee adjustment
to occur in January of each year and are based on the Bay Area Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Area (SMSA) CPl.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
This fee schedule is a requirement of implementation the TBAP MOU. On December 6, 2016 the
Board of Supervisors certified the Final EIR for the Tahoe Basin Area Plan (a programmatic level
EIR) and took action to approve the Area Plan. The adopted MOU is implementation of the current
Area Plan. The collection of fees will not result in new or increased potential environmental impacts
beyond those analyzed in the Area Plan Final EIR.
FISCAL IMPACT
TRPA's 2019 fee schedule has both increases and decreases to fees for which the County is
obligated to remit funds. Under the MOU , the County has the ability to make its own fee schedule as
long as the County remits 10 percent of TRPA's base application fee and remits 100 percent of all
TRPA-related mitigation and pass-through fees. Staff has reviewed TRPA's base application fees
and has compared those amounts to the projected number of staff hours required to respond to
customer inquiries and to process the MOU permits. Staff projects that, on balance (i.e. considering
both fee increases and decreases), the application fees received will cover County staff time for
those delegated MOU Activities . With the Board adoption of the MOU and fee schedule in 2017, the
Board included a provision that fees may be adjusted annually on July 1st and shall be based on the
State of California Department of Industrial Relations Consumer Price Index-California for All Urban
Consumers (CPI ). Given that TRPA now has a provision for an annual CPI adjustment that will go
into effect in January of each year, the County will utilize their CPI adjustment and timing; no
additional County CPI would be imposed on the fee schedule.
Staff will continue to monitor the time required for both the customer inquiries and processing of
MOU permits, and if staff determines that MOU permit fees are not compensating for staff time, staff
will return to the Board of Supervisors and recommend a revision to the Placer County TRPA Project
Filing Fee Schedule. Separate and apart from ongoing monitoring of the MOU costs , in November
2018 the Community Development Resource Agency (CORA) initiated a contract with Willdan
Financial Services to conduct a fee study for all County land use application fees, of which a TRPA
fees analysis will also be included. It is anticipated that any proposed fee changes as a result of this
study will be presented to the Board in late 2019.
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Attachments
Attachment 1: Resolution adopting the Placer County TRPA Project Filing Fee Schedule
Exhibit A: Placer County!TRPA Project Filing Fee Schedule

cc: Todd Leopold , County Executive Officer
Dave Defanti, Deputy County Executive Officer
Karin Schwab, County Counsel
Clayton Cook, County Counsel
Steve Pedretti, CORA Director
E.J. lvaldi, Planning Director
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ATTACHMENT 1

Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California
In the matter of:
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE REVISED PLACER
COUNTY/TAHOE REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY MOU
PROJECT FILING FEE SCHEDULE TO ALIGN WITH
TRPA'S 2019 UPDATED FEE SCHEDULE

Resolution No-;.;.._ __

The following resolution was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Placer at a regular meeting held

, 2019, by the following vote:

Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:
Signed by me after its passage.

Kirk Uhler, Chair Board of
Supervisors
Attest:

Clerk of said Board

WHEREAS, on July 25, 2017 , the Placer County Board of Supervisors approved a
Memorandum of Understanding by and between the County of Placer and the Tahoe Regional
Planning Agency ("TRPA") ("MOU") that allows Placer County to issue specified permits on
TRPA's behalf and included a Placer County!TRPA Project Filing Fee Schedule ; and
WHEREAS, on October 25 , 2017 Governing Board of the Tahoe Regional Planning
Agency approved a Memorandum of Understanding by and between the County of Placer and
the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency ("TRPA") ("MOU") that allows Placer County to issue
specified permits on TRPA's behalf; and
WHEREAS, on November 7 , 2018 , the Governing Board of the Tahoe Regional
Planning Agency approved a new project application filing fee schedule that went into effect
on January 31, 2019 ; and
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WHEREAS, the Placer County Board of Supervisors finds that Placer County shall
adopt a revised Placer CountyffRPA Project Filing Fee Sched ule to reflect TRPA's 2019 project
application filing fee schedule, plus 10 percent on all applications, that is remitted back to TRPA
for their administration of the MOU;
WHEREAS, notice of all hearings required has been given and all hearings have been
held as required by County ordinance and State law.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF PLACER AS FOLLOWS:
1.

The Placer CountyffRPA Project Filing Fee Schedule, set forth in Exhibit "A",
attached hereto and incorporated by reference, is hereby approved.

2.

The Placer CountyffRPA Project Filing Fee Schedule shall become effective on
May 23, 2019.

Exhibit A:

Placer CountyffRPA Project Filing Fee Schedule (May 2019)

2
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EXHIBIT A
......

PLACER COUNTY/ TRPA PROJECT FlUNG FEE SCHEDULE
May, 2019
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