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MEMORANDUM
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
TRANSPORTATION DIVISION
County of Placer

TO:

Board of Supervisors

FROM:

Ken Grehm, Director of Public Works
By: Richard Moorehead , Engineering Manager

DATE: September 24, 2019

SUBJECT: Transportation I Ordinance I Sugar Pine Reservoir
ACTION REQUESTED
Introduce an ordinance, and waive oral reading, to amend Chapter 12, Article 12.28, Section
12.28.140 related to speed restrictions on Sugar Pine Reservoir.
BACKGROUND
In 1985, your Board adopted an Ordinance establishing a speed restriction of 10 miles per hour
on Sugar Pine Reservoir. The Ordinance was originally codified in Chapter 10 of the Placer
County Code and is now located in Chapter 12. The County has received complaints of excessive
boater speeds on the reservoir and it's the responsibility of the Placer County Sheriff Marine
Patrol Unit to enforce the current speed restriction. It has been recommended that the code be
modified to eliminate the speed-based limitation and adopt a no wake zone in its place, which is
easier to enforce. The no wake zone is common practice on waterways. The attached
modifications to the code are supported by Placer County Sheriff Marine Patrol Unit and will allow
for enforcement based on that criteria .
If the above recommendation is supported, the action to adopt the ordinance would return to your
Board on October 8, 2019 for final consideration . If supported, the no wake zone would be
enforceable at that time .
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
This action is categorically exempt pursuant to Section 15301 of the CEQA Guidelines, Existing
Facilities.
FISCAL IMPACT
The adoption of this Ordinance will have a minor fiscal impact resulting in the need to change any
existing speed limit signs to "no wake zone" signs. The costs of the signs are not known at this time
but anticipated to be minimal.
ATTACHMENT
Ordinance
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Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California
In the matter of:

An ordinance amending
Placer County Code Chapter 12, Article 12.28,
Section 12.28.140 - Speed Restrictions on
Sugar Pine Reservoir

Ordinance No. :

------

Introduced :_ _ _ _ __

The following Ordinance was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer
at a regular meeting held _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, by the following vote on roll call :

Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Signed and approved by me after its passage.
Chair, Board of Supervisors

Attest:

Clerk of said Board
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF PLACER, STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Placer County Code, Chapter 12, Article 12.28, Section 12.28.140 "Speed
restrictions on Sugar Pine Reservoir" is hereby amended as follows:

A.
All of Sugar Pine Reservoir in the county ofPlacer is designated as an area of
restricted speed a no wake zone and it shall be unlawful for any person to operate any vessel, or
any type of water craft on said lake in a manner to create a wake. at a speed greater than ten
(10) miles per hour. For purposes ofthis section a "wake" means any visible trail of
turbulence that produces white water at the bow or stern left in the water by a vessel or
any type of water craft.
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B.
Appropriate speed restriction signs informing the public of the no wake zone
established in Subsection A of this section shall be erected and maintained to all entrances to
Sugar Pine Reservoir and any other appropriate locations and the speed limit established by
subsection A of this section shall not be effective until appropriate signs have been erected.
C.
Any person violating the provisions ofthis section shall be punished pursuant to
the provisions of Article 1.24, Placer County Code.
SECTION 2: This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force thirty (30) days after the date
of its passage. The Clerk is directed to publish this ordinance, or a summary thereof, within
fifteen (15) days in accordance with Government Code section 25124.
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