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MEMORANDUM
HEAL TH AND HUMAN SERVICES &
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT RESOURCE AGENCY
County of Placer

DATE: Feb 25, 2020

TO :

Board of Supervisors

FROM :

Jeffrey S. Brown, M.P.H., M.S.W., Director of Health and Human Services &
Steve Pedretti, Director of Community Development Resource Agency

BY:

Raul Martinez, M.P.A, Staff Services Manager, Health and Human Services
Nikki Streegan, Senior Planner, Community Development Resources Agency

SUBJECT:

2020 Census Outreach and Engagement

ACTION REQUESTED
1. Receive a presentation about the upcoming 2020 Census and local effort to encourage a complete
count in Placer County.
2. Adopt a Resolution encouraging all Placer County residents to actively participate in the 2020
Census.
BACKGROUND
Every 10 years, the United States Census Bureau attempts to count every living person in the U.S. Work
is already underway to prepare for the next count, which begins in March.
The Census is critical because a headcount of every person living in the country ensures that government
resources are allocated fairly. The Census will determine how $675 billion in federal resources are
distributed annually for the next decade, including millions of dollars in Placer County. Census data is also
used to make sure everyone is equally represented in our political system.
Census data affects how much funding Placer County receives for schools, child care programs, road
maintenance projects, public safety, emergency preparedness, and more. According to the George
Washington University Institute of Public Policy, for every person missed during the Census, communities
in Placer County stand to lose $10,000 per person over 10 years in federal funding.

DISCUSSION
A complete count is a challenge in any community . While Placer County has shown higher response rates
in past Census counts than the U.S. or California, some communities in Placer will likely be undercounted
more than others. Using a host of sources, including California's Hard-to-Count Index Interactive Map,
staff has identified local Census tracts where the likelihood of non-response is higher than the statewide
median.
Tract
216.03
209.01
211.29
201.07

Location
North Auburn
Roseville
Rocklin
Kings Beach

Po12ulation
4,602
2,396
3,327
2,626

The 2010 Census response rate for Placer County was approximately 80%. If this response rate is
assumed for 2020, and 20% of all people living in these communities go uncounted , Placer County will
lose over $26 million in federal resources until the next Census from these census tracts alone. These
communities-along with others such as Foresthill, Tahoe City, Sheridan, Lincoln-share similar
characteristics and are at risk of an undercount. Variables that influence an undercount include renters,
people without broadband access, people who have moved recently, non-family households involving
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roommates, children under the age of five, and foreign-born residents. As such, the current outreach effort
strategically leverages funds to address hard-to-count areas of Placer County.
CURRENT OUTREACH EFFORT
To raise awareness and encourage participation, especially in hard-to-count communities, Placer Counts,
a countywide coalition of community organizations, local governments, and other interested parties, was
formed to encourage a complete Census.
To promote participation , Placer Counts supports the following:
• Direct outreach via phone banking and canvassing with people living in Census tracts where the
likelihood of non-response is higher than the statewide median;
• Questionnaire assistance centers in locations where people without broadband access can
complete the Census form online;
• Outreach and education through community-based organizations and government agencies; and,
• Relatable and positive stories about the Census.
Below
•
•
•
•
•

is a timeline of events for the outreach effort:
Oct.-Dec. 2019: Partners recruited
Jan.-Mar.: Training , outreach, and education
Apr. 1: Census Day
Apr.-Jun .: Target outreach and education in communities with lower response rates
May-Jul.: U.S. Census Bureau enumerators follow-up with non-responders

FISCAL IMPACT
Today's action has no direct fiscal impact. However, the County has received $207,900 in funding from the
State to help with the Census effort. Overall, an accurate U.S. Census count is expected to result in an
increase in federal and state funding for the County.
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Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California
In the matter of:
A Resolution Encouraging Residents of Placer
County to Actively Participate in the Census 2020, Resolution No.: _ _ _ __
to Establish the Placer County Complete Count
Committee to Plan and Implement Local Outreach
Efforts to Achieve a Complete County Population
Count.

The following Resolution was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Placer at a regular meeting held _ _ _ _ _ _by the following vote on roll call:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Signed and approved by me after its passage .
Chair, Board of Supervisors

Attest:

Clerk of said Board

WHEREAS, The Article I, Section 2 of the United States Constitution mandates a
headcount every 10 years of everyone living in the United States; and
WHEREAS, the next decennial census of the population will be conducted in Spring
2020;and
WHEREAS, the Census is vital to our community in that it determines the
apportionment of seats in the United States House of Representatives, as well as
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redistricting of the state legislature, county boards of supervisors, city councils and
voting districts; and
WHEREAS, more than $675 billion per year in federal funding is allocated to tribal, state
and local governments based on Census data; and
WHEREAS, the Census is used to help fund schools, child care programs, roads and
public transportation, emergency preparedness, and hospitals and other facilities, and is
used to assist in making decisions concerning business growth and housing needs; and
WHEREAS, the 2020 Census will create jobs that stimulate economic growth and
increase employment; and
WHEREAS, Census information is confidential and federal law prohibits any public or
private agency from gaining access to confidential Census data; and
WHEREAS, in Placer County we are committed to a full and accurate Census count,
and are placing special emphasis on enumerating members of population groups
traditionally undercounted;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,
That the Placer County Board of Supervisors hereby declares Census 2020 a top
priority for our community, supports the Placer Counts coalition; and urges all people
living in Placer County to actively participate in the Census.
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