MEMORANDUM
COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICE
ADMINISTRATION
County of Placer
TO:

Honorable Board of Supervisors

FROM:

Todd Leopold, County Executive Officer

DATE: January 26, 2021

By: Joel Joyce, Senior Management Analyst
SUBJECT:

Emergency Rental Assistance Grant Agreement

ACTION REQUESTED
Ratify a grant agreement with the United States Department of Treasury to receive funds for
emergency rental and utility assistance.
BACKGROUND
As part of the year-end COVID-19 relief package and omnibus spending bill signed into law in
late December 2020, $25 Billion was made available to the Department of Treasury for rental
assistance. The Emergency Rental Assistance program makes these funds available to assist
households that are unable to pay rent and utilities due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The funds
are provided directly to States, U.S. Territories, local governments, and Indian tribes. Grantees
are expected to utilize the funds to provide assistance to eligible households through existing or
newly created rental assistance programs. Placer County is expected to receive around $12
million based on our population relative to the States population.
Emergency Rental Assistance payments will be made directly to local governments with more
than 200,000 residents, Eligible grantees such as Placer County were required to submit the
grant application by January 12, 2021 after being notified on January 5, 2021. The award terms
are attached to this report.
According to the grant terms, not less than 90 percent of awarded funds must be used for direct
financial assistance, including rent, rental arrears, utilities and home energy costs, utilities and
home energy costs arrears, and other expenses related to housing. Remaining funds are
available for housing stability services, including case management and other services intended
to keep households stably housed, and administrative costs. Funds will expire on December
31, 2021.
Staff expects that additional guidance regarding the requirements and guidelines will be
released in the coming weeks. Staff plans to work with our cities, housing authorities and utility
providers to distribute the funds according to the grant guidelines and in a fair and equitable
manner.
FISCAL IMPACT
Placer is expected to receive approximately $12 million in grant funds. There is no match
required. The administrative costs to operate the program will be taken from the grant funds.
ATTACHMENT
Attachment 1 – Department of Treasury Emergency Rental Assistance Grant Terms
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