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MISSION
The Placer County Air Pollution Control District’s mission is to
manage Placer County’s air quality in a manner to protect and promote public health
by controlling and seeking reductions of air pollutants while
recognizing and considering the economic and environmental impacts

Placer Air District’s Role in Reducing Air
Pollution Emissions
Regulation, Enforcement, Advocacy
Placer County Air Pollution Control District (District) is
charged with the enforcement of local air pollution control
rules adopted by its Board of Directors (District Board), as
well as state and federal air quality requirements. The
District permits the control of air pollution by businesses,
regulates open burning, responds to odor and dust
complaints, and encourages the reduction of emissions in
areas that are not regulated directly.
Air Quality Monitoring
There are five air monitoring stations in Placer County
(County) to measure air quality on a 24-hour basis.
Air Quality Plans
The District is responsible for preparing, adopting, and
implementing air quality plans that seek to achieve and
maintain state and federal air quality standards.
Incentives
The District provides incentives to local businesses and
agencies to reduce air pollution in our communities.
Wildfire Impacts
The District participates in and promotes efforts to reduce
the impacts of wildfire.
Emission Inventory Development
The District develops an annual emission inventory of all
sources within Placer County and reports this information
to the California Air Resources Board (CARB).
Land Use Review
The District acts as a commenting agency under the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) with respect
to land use development projects, and works with local
jurisdictions to minimize impacts of land use decisions;
The District continually seeks to minimize the regulatory
burden on business and industry, and objectively
implements and enforces its rules to protect public health.

District Organization
& Budget
Board of Directors
The District Board is composed of three
County Board of Supervisors and one
elected official from each of the six County
incorporated
municipalities:
Auburn,
Colfax, Lincoln, Loomis, Rocklin, Roseville.
The District Board appoints the Director/
Air Pollution Control Officer (APCO).

District Staff
The District currently employs 17 full-time
and 2 extra-help employees, and is
organized into four operating sections:
Administrative Services, Planning &
Monitoring, Compliance & Enforcement,
and Permitting & Engineering.

Budget
The District’s current annual budget is
approximately $14.9 million, of which $5.6
million is included as clean air incentive
projects for local businesses. Most of the
District’s operational funding is derived
from a surcharge imposed by the
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV),
along with emission and equipment fees
assessed on permitted facilities. The
District’s activities are programmed into
three separate funds depending on the
revenue source. Each fund has its own
revenue and expenditure accounts.
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The Placer County Region is Diverse
The District’s jurisdiction includes all of Placer County, including the six incorporated municipalities, spanning
many diverse areas. These include:
• Suburban areas of Roseville, Rocklin,
Lincoln, Loomis, and Granite Bay in the
southern portion;
• Rural farming and oak lands in the northern
and western portion;
• Mountain communities of Auburn, Colfax,
and Foresthill on the western slope of the
Sierra;
• Nearly 560,000 acres of public and private
forested land (58% of Placer County) east of
Colfax to the Nevada state line; and
• The diversity of Lake Tahoe’s northern and
western shores.
In 1970, Placer County’s population of 78,280 was largely rural, with agriculture, a few large businesses, and
government facilities supporting the economy. Today, Placer County is one of the fastest growing counties in
California with a population exceeding 400,000, with a diverse mix of employers such as Hewlett-Packard,
Sutter and Kaiser Permanente hospitals, several ski resorts, a casino, Union Pacific Railyard, and Sierra Pacific
Industries lumber mill.

Where Does Air Pollution Come from?
Air pollution comes from many different “sources”. This includes larger stationary sources, such as power
plants and boilers, and smaller sources such as dry cleaners and gas stations. Even small emission sources, such
as the use of consumer products and paints at home, have an air quality impact. However, in Placer County
and throughout California, the vast majority of pollutant emissions come from mobile sources such as cars,
trucks, and trains.

Ozone and Particulate Matter Pollution
Ozone (O3) is produced through the reaction in the
atmosphere of oxides of nitrogen (NOx), and reactive
organic gases (ROG), also called Volatile Organic
Compounds (VOC), with sunlight. Typically, ozone
exceedances of federal air quality standards occur during
long stretches of hot stagnant days. Emissions from
Placer County sources, as well as emissions that blow in
from other parts of the State, contribute to the County’s
ozone levels.
Particulate Matter (PM) is a mixture of solid and liquid particles, and their chemical and physical
compositions vary. PM can be emitted directly or produced by secondary formation in the atmosphere when
gaseous pollutants, such as nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide, chemically react with ammonia and other
compounds to form fine aerosol particles. PM pollution is caused mainly by human activities, such as
residential wood burning, road dust, on-road and off-road vehicles, construction, and farming activities. PM
can also be generated from natural sources such as windblown dust and wildfires.
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COVID-19 Response
The District continues to monitor the spread of COVID-19 and follow all recommended precautions received
from Placer County Public Health, and Human Services Department (HHS), Cal/OSHA, and the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) to minimize the exposure to staff and the public. District services have not been
disrupted and all inspection, monitoring, permitting, land use review, and incentives programs moved forward
unabated during the previous COVID-19 lockdown. District staff became adept at remote work, with no loss of
productivity or meeting the needs of the public. Recognizing this, the APCO proposed a telework plan in June
2021 that provided staff the opportunity to telework up to two days a week, staggered to ensure sufficient
office coverage on any given day. As a result, all staff telework on Fridays, which is closed to the public, and
one other day throughout the week.

Wildfire Smoke Impacts/Community Outreach
California experienced another difficult wildfire season in 2021. These wildfires created significant smoke
impacts in the Placer County area. The District continues wildfire smoke outreach efforts to ensure County
residents receive useful information during wildfire seasons. During the 2021 wildfire incidents, the District
worked with HHS to issue eight air quality advisories, covering 24 days. District staff updated the District’s
“Wildfire Smoke” webpage (https://www.placerair.org/1601/Wildfire-Smoke) to include access to the United
States Environmental Protection Agency’s (U.S. EPA) AirNow Fire and Smoke Map (https://fire.airnow.gov).
The information on the webpage provides County residents real-time air quality measurements and strategies
to minimize health impacts from smoke. The District worked with the Placer County Communications Office,
in collaboration with U.S. EPA AirNow and United States Forest Service (USFS) staff, to create and publish a
video on usage of the Fire and Smoke Map. The video can be found at this website:
https://vimeo.com/592345480.

Electrical Grid Stabilization
With the ongoing challenges presented by Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) events in the foothill and
mountain regions of the County, along with the more recent California energy grid shortages brought about
by combinations of extreme heat events, loss of baseline hydroelectric power generation due to drought, and
the loss of energy transmission infrastructure caused by wildfires, the District has worked closely with local
and state power managers to provide additional sources of power generation in addition to emergency
generation capabilities for essential services and communities.
To provide additional power generation to the grid, District
staff collaborated with the City of Roseville’s Electric Utility,
the California Department of Water Resources, and the
California Energy Commission (CEC) to permit and
commission two new 30 MW natural gas-fired combustion
turbine generators. These generators are located at the
existing Roseville Energy Park power plant and are now
available for dispatching as determined to be necessary by power balancing authorities.
Additionally, District staff have continued to evaluate and permit emergency power generation projects which
ensure that essential services and individual businesses across the District have reliable backup power
generation in the event of primary power outages. These systems are designed to keep the lights on in cases
in which the serving electric utility is unable to provide electricity. In select cases related to forecasted energy
shortages, emergency generation equipment may even be used as an alternative to available utility power to
relieve demand on the grid. The District will continue to measure and better understand the emissions
impacts of these systems by requesting usage data which specifies the circumstances under which the
equipment was used.
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Efficiency & Modernization
To improve efficiency, staff maintains a Capital
Facility Five Year Maintenance Plan, which
includes a schedule of required long‐term
maintenance for the District office. In 2021, the
District installed railings at a walkway in the front
parking lot and made improvements to the
building exterior, and will continue maintenance
on the District office as needed in 2022.
A long‐term fleet replacement schedule has been
implemented to replace aging fleet. This year, the
District will surplus the Honda Civic and purchase
a new vehicle.
Modernization continues to be on the forefront of
District operations as we keep up to date with
Information Technology and remote work needs.
The migration to the Accela database has allowed
the District to expand electronic capabilities and
provide the following improvements to
operations: electronic delivery of invoices, permits
and throughput reports, inspectors with mobile
capabilities in the field and use of tablets to
perform inspections and upload data remotely.
The current phase of Accela development includes
client and public online access to District
information and documents via the Citizen Access
Portal.
The District has also implemented Cobblestone, a
cloud based contracts management system and
organizational tool for our contracts and
agreements. Adobe Sign and a new Electronic
Signature Policy were recent additions to improve
the efficiency and security of digital contracts.
Lastly, to ensure remote work will be as efficient
as possible, the District purchased new laptop kits
for every full-time employee.

Expanding Online Interface
~ Citizens Access Portal ~
The District has continued work on expanding its
Accela data management system with a specific
focus on creating an online mechanism for
stationary source and burn permit holders to
navigate their regular permitting requirements, as
well as for the general public to lookup existing
permits.

This system, known as the Citizens Access
Portal, now allows owners/operators of specific
equipment units (e.g. internal combustion
engines) to apply for first time permits, as well as
existing permit modifications, entirely through a
web-facing interface. In addition, permit holders
of select equipment units now can complete their
annual usage “throughput” information request
through an online form found in their permitting
portal. The District will continue its work over the
next year to expand the database management
system to accommodate additional equipment
categories for both the permit application/
modification and throughput submittal modules.

Ensuring Long Term Fiscal Stability
District management continues to evaluate work and resources against existing funding sources, to
determine if funds are being utilized effectively and whether funds should be re‐directed. This includes
evaluating core District functions, recovering District implementation costs, and where appropriate,
identifying additional revenue options. The District continues implementation of CARB programs that
provide emission reductions in the County, as well as pursues additional revenue for staff funding on
California state mandated programs. This funding includes the Carl Moyer program; the Community Air
Protection Program; administering the FARMER Program for shared pool districts; and continuation of the
Community Based Supplemental Environmental Program.
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Efficient Permitting
As authorized under federal and state law, the
District issued 116 new operating permits and
renewed 1,409 operating permits (at 903 separate
facilities) to stationary sources of air pollution
throughout the County. The five largest emitting
facilities in the District have “Title V” federal
operating permits, which are triggered by specific
requirements in the federal Clean Air Act. In 2021,
two of these facilities (Rio Bravo Rocklin and
Western Regional Sanitary Landfill) renewed their
Title V permits for an additional five years, while
two additional facilities (Sierra Pacific Industries
and Roseville Energy Park) are expected to
complete their renewal process in 2022.

Ensuring Compliance and
Responding to Complaints
The District continued to implement effective and
fair enforcement and citizen complaint resolution
programs.
Almost
200
complaints
were
investigated, with one-half concerning smoke from
burning, one-quarter from fugitive dust, and the
remainder from odors and chemicals. Over 100
violation notices were issued. Just over $200,000 in
penalties were collected (one-half of this from a
gasoline dispensing vapor recovery contractor case
decided in court). We inspected 363 facilities
(comprising 860 permits). Over 50 emission source
tests were observed. These activities are critical to
ensure expected emission reductions from District
programs are realized, and there is a level playing
field for compliance among regulated and
permitted sources.

Permitting Rules Updates
In 2021, the District amended District Rules 501,
General Permit Requirements, and 502, New Source
Review, to address: minor deficiencies identified in
a recent U.S. EPA review; 2015 U.S. EPA ozone nonattainment rule; 2012 U.S. EPA PM2.5 State
Implementation Plan (SIP) rule; a recent federal
court determination; and consistency with U.S. EPA
requirements for emission offset applicability and
quantification. U.S. EPA has approved the rules into
our SIP. In 2022, the District may amend Rule 218,
Architectural Coatings, to fulfill our requirements
as part of a non‐attainment area to have
contingency measures if we do not attain the ozone
standard or meet milestones. The District may
adopt a new rule for asbestos from Construction
and Demolition, since CARB recently discontinued
oversight of this program.

Odor Management
The District continues to receive complaints
concerning nuisance odors from communities
(including
residential
and
commercial
developments) that encroach on odor generating
sources, including the landfill, municipal
wastewater and sewage treatment plants, and the
Roseville Rail Yard. The District is working
cooperatively with the odor sources to develop and
implement enforceable odor management plans
that establish best practices to minimize odor
impacts. We are also outreaching to local
community working groups and stakeholders.
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Air Quality Network
Modernization
The District operates official monitoring stations
in Lincoln, Auburn, Colfax and Tahoe City. These
stations, combined with one in Roseville,
operated by CARB, measure air quality on a 24hour basis and provide valuable real-time
information to the public.
In 2022, the District will upgrade the ozone
analyzers at the Lincoln and Tahoe City sites to
enhance the accuracy of ozone concentration
measurements. The District will also deploy new
data acquisition software to download data on
and automated schedule, enhance the data
review process, and generate required data report
files. Current air quality information can be
found on the District’s website at:
https://www.placerair.org/1572/Air-Quality.

How Wildfires Affected Air Quality
Due to significant air quality impacts in 2021 from
summer wildfire smoke, there were several exceedances
of ozone and fine particulate matter (PM2.5)
concentration measurements in Placer County. Those
exceedances would make it difficult for the Sacramento
Region to demonstrate attainment for federal ozone and
PM2.5 air quality standards. The District is working
with Sacramento Region air districts and CARB to
identify the data which were impacted by wildfire
smoke. If this data affects attainment status, a statewide
analysis will be prepared to demonstrate that 2021
wildfires caused ozone and PM2.5 exceedances and to
request that the U.S. EPA exclude wildfire related data
from the regulatory attainment determination for the
Sacramento area.

2021 Air Quality Index (AQI) data: (# of days)
Ozone:
PM2.5:
Good
234
238
Moderate
95
109
Unhealthy for
Sensitive Groups
32
4
Unhealthy
4
12
Very Unhealthy
0
2

Federal Ozone Standard
In October 2015, U.S. EPA revised the ozone 8-hour
average standard from 0.075 parts per million (ppm)
to 0.070 ppm and required the Sacramento Federal
Nonattainment Area (SFNA) to attain the 2015
standard by August 2024. On August 3, 2020, the
SFNA air districts submitted a request to the U.S. EPA
to reclassify the SFNA from “moderate” to “serious”
nonattainment status. The reclassification request was approved by U.S. EPA on October 28, 2021, and the
regional attainment deadline has been extended to August 2027.
In 2021, the District adopted an amendment to Rule 502,
New Source Review, to fulfill the requirements of the 2015
federal ozone standard implementation rule. In addition,
the District has completed its Reasonably Available Control
Measures analysis for the regional attainment plan, to
evaluate the earliest date possible that the SFNA can
demonstrate attainment for the 2015 federal 8-hour ozone
standard. Currently, the District is working with SFNA air
districts and CARB to finalize photochemical modeling
analyses, which will assist the SFNA with identifying which
control measures will be needed for the 2015 ozone standard
Trends of exceedance days to the federal 2015 8-hr ozone standattainment plan.
ard in Placer County from 1990 to 2020
State Ozone Standard
In 2022, the District will develop a Triennial Progress Report to meet a requirement of the California Clean Air
Act to assess progress towards attaining state air quality standards for the period of 2018–2020. The triennial
progress report will: describe historical trends in ambient air quality levels; provide updates of emission
inventories; summarize the progress of emissions reductions from 2015 to 2017; and conclude with an air quality
planning progress overview.
2022 Annual Report ~ Page 6

Incentive Programs
The District’s successful implementation of its multiple grant incentive programs has led to measurable
reductions in criteria pollutant emissions from unregulated activities and sources. Funding sources have
ranged broadly and include DMV surcharges, land use mitigation funds, and State awarded funds. Since 2001
the District’s contracted Clean Air Grant projects have invested more than $25 million on emission reducing
projects, which have resulted in a total of 1,241 tons of NOx, ROG and PM reductions.

Ag Equipment
The District recommended
seven agricultural
equipment replacement
projects for funding in 2021.
These seven projects are
expected to reduce 17.62
tons of criteria pollutant emissions by the
time their contracts are complete, within
the next 10 years.

Infrastructure
In 2020, the District recommended that
the City of Roseville receive funding for
an electric charging station for battery
electric buses at their corporate yard. The
charging station will include three 150 kW, level
2 or higher chargers. This charging station will
support Roseville Transit’s transition to a zeroemission fleet beginning with the purchase of
five, 40-foot, all-electric buses. These new buses
will help operate the Commuter service which
runs 10 weekday express routes between
Roseville and downtown Sacramento. This
project is scheduled to be completed in Spring/
Summer 2022.
In 2021, the District collaborated with the City of
Auburn to fund an electric vehicle charging
station on Magnolia Avenue in Auburn, CA. This
station is available for public use for a small fee
and will provide a useful service for electric
vehicle users along the I-80 corridor.
Additionally, the City of Roseville completed
construction of a Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) fueling station, which will fuel CNG
refuse trucks.

School Buses
Projects funded in 2020
and completed in 2021
include six school bus
replacements, two for
Roseville City School
District, three for Rocklin
Unified School District and one for
Tahoe Truckee Unified School
District. In 2021, one school bus
replacement for the Western Placer
Unified
School
District
was
recommended for funding, and the
project is scheduled to be completed
in 2022.

Zero Emission Vehicles
In 2019, the Board approved $114,000 in Air
Quality Mitigation funds for a partnership to
accelerate Electric Vehicle (EV) adoption in
Placer County. Beginning in March 2020, the
District partnered with SMUD, Roseville
Electric, and Plug-In America (PIA)—a nonprofit advocacy group dedicated to facilitating a
shift to plug-in EVs to reduce dependence on
petroleum, improve air quality, and reduce
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. PIA’s PlugStar
program provides car shoppers with a platform
for connecting with trained dealerships and
support services to make informed EV
purchases. The EV Dealership Incentive
provides participating dealerships $300 for every
EV sold. There are currently 22 participating
dealerships in the Sacramento Region, with
many in the Roseville Auto Mall. To date, the
District, via PIA, has incentivized 56 EV
purchases. In 2021, the District extended the
original PIA contract to mid-2022.
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FARMER Grants Program

Woodstove Replacements

The District is partnering with
CARB to administer funding of
their Funding Agricultural
Replacement Measures for
Emission Reductions
(FARMER) Program, for
Shared Allocation Pool (SAP)
air districts.
The
FARMER
program
provides
funding
through local air districts for emission reduction
projects in the agricultural sector. The air districts
which contribute to over one percent of the state’s
agricultural emissions receive their allocated
funding directly from CARB, and the remaining
districts (including Placer County) share an
allocation, known as the SAP.

The District formed a partnership with the El
Dorado County Air Quality Management District
(EDCAMQD) for EDCAQMD to implement a
woodstove replacement program on behalf of
Placer County residents. The District’s wood
smoke reduction program is designed to provide
incentives for the replacement of older noncertified woodstoves with cleaner, certified wood
or gas stoves, in order to reduce greenhouse gases
and fine particulate matter emissions. EDCAQMD
processes applications and coordinates outreach
and reporting. The District provides basic
assistance to the program. 76 Placer County
residents have been pre-approved to receive
funding, with 36 projects meeting the low-income
eligibility requirements and qualifying for an
enhanced incentive up to $2500.

The District has successfully administered the SAP
funds for years 1-3. The District has recommended a
total of 128 agricultural replacement projects for
award within the SAP districts. These projects are
expected to reduce at least 30 tons of PM2.5, 541
tons of NOx, and 55 tons of ROG.

FARMER Reporting Tool
In 2019, CARB approached the District to develop a
customizable, cloud‐based Reporting Tool (Tool) for
local air districts to report FARMER expenditures to
CARB in a more efficient manner than the multi‐
tabbed spreadsheets they were using, which had
become large, cumbersome, and difficult to quality
control.
The District selected the Salesforce software
platform and engaged Eide Bailly to develop and
deploy the Tool. SAP air districts will use the Tool to
upload and submit individual FARMER applications
to the District. SAP districts will then track
FARMER expenditures throughout the contract.
CARB will log into the Tool and export the reporting
information they need. The majority of the Tool is
complete and in use for the District’s reporting of
SAP expenditures to CARB. Full deployment for
SAP Districts is anticipated in early 2022. The Tool
will eventually be made available to all air districts
in the state.
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In 2021, the District was allocated funding from a
U.S. EPA Targeted Airshed Grant and a Tahoe
Regional Planning Agency grant. The District has
also identified existing internal funding to utilize
for the program. This will ensure that funding for
woodstove replacements will be uniformly
available throughout the County, resulting in a
seamless and transparent program to residents.
In 2022, the District will direct the majority of
these funds to EDCAQMD, with the exception of a
small portion that the District will retain to
support targeted outreach in Placer County and to
cover staff inspection costs. Once the new
agreement is finalized in 2022, program
implementation and outreach will begin.

Community Air Protection Program
In 2017, AB 617 created the Community Air Protection (CAP) Program, which among its several elements,
requires new community air monitoring programs and a community emission reduction plan. Although
CARB’s target communities selections did not include communities within Placer County, the District is taking
actions towards the goal of reducing emissions in certain neighborhoods within the County which may be
considered in the future, due to their close proximity to Interstate 80 and the J.R. Davis Union Pacific Railyard.
During the last four fiscal years, the District has received $274,800 from CARB for implementing the CAP
Program in Placer County. In 2021: the District continued its partnership with Health Education Council and
Invest Health Roseville to enhance community outreach and project development efforts; evaluated the
upgrade of video surveillance equipment near the Rail Yard’s maintenance shop to
assist with responding to residents’ smoke and odor complaints; worked on the
emission inventory report required by the statewide Criteria Pollutant and Toxic
Emission Reporting Regulation; assisted CARB with identifying locations for a
locomotive usage surveillance project; reviewed data to prepare for an update of
Roseville Rail Yard’s Health Risk Assessment; and participated in AB 617 working
groups and advisory committees.
In addition to continued work on these activities, in 2022 the District plans to purchase 10-12 advanced PM
monitors for deployment around the Railyard in order to create a low-cost community monitoring network to
provide instant PM concentration measurements from the yard’s activities, to indicate when and where
additional robust monitoring instrumentation should be applied.

Community Based Supplemental Environmental Projects
~School Air Filter Upgrades~
CARB and the District continue their partnership on the Community Based Supplemental Environmental
Project (CBSEP) Program, which provides alternatives to violators of state regulatory requirements, in lieu of
paying financial penalties to CARB directly. Each project has a focus on communities with higher air pollution
impacts, such as those in close proximity to a railyard, rail line or interstate.
The District has received funds to date of over $2.2 Million and has installed
high efficiency air filtration systems at 13 Placer County schools. These schools
include Brown, Cirby, Kaseberg, Spanger and Woodbridge Elementary and
Adelante, Independence and Roseville High School in Roseville and Bowman
and Rock Creek Elementary and Confluence, Maidu and Placer High School in
Auburn. If additional funds are received, a second phase of installation will
occur at Placer High School to add filters to the new heating and air conditioning system that will be installed
in the Earl Crabbe Gym and the newly constructed Learning Commons Building. Also, with additional
funding, the District will continue to assess, identify, and complete installations from the already developed
list of prioritized schools and consider adding new schools to the list particularly those impacted by wildfire.

Partnering with Community Healthcare Providers
Seeking to enhance public outreach efforts and build relationships with our
local healthcare providers, the District engaged doctors from both Sutter
Health and Kaiser Permanente concerning potential collaborative review of
public outreach strategies. The District obtained a professional review from
clinical experts in pulmonology of the District’s public outreach materials
related to how to protect oneself from potential health impacts of wildfire
smoke, advice during high heat and high smoke conditions, proper face mask
use, and the Air Quality Index outdoor activity guidance chart.
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Legislative and Policy Advocacy
The District will continue its legislative and regulatory
advocacy through continued conversations with Federal and
State elected officials and agencies addressing forest resiliency
projects, along with reducing the risks associated with
catastrophic wildfires, as well as ensuring adequate funding in
support of Federal, State and CARB mandates. At the State
level, this will be achieved by:
• Interacting with CARB on the
Working Lands Section of the new
Scoping Plan;
• Participating in the State’s Forest
Resiliency Taskforce and Joint
Institute for Wood Products at the Board of Forestry,
particularly on biomass utilization and prescribed fire.
• Actively participating in the California Public Utility
Commission’s (CPUC) proceedings relating to biomass,
microgrids and PSPS mitigation;
• Supporting research efforts on biofuels, methane emissions
from forestry practices, black carbon, and new gasification
technologies, by partnering with public and private sector
entities on such grants;
• Working to ensure State PSPS initiatives do not adversely
impact rural County residents who are dependent upon
portable power during such events, nor negatively impact
ongoing programs to reduce emissions;
• Seeking sufficient funding to support state mandated
programs;
• Supporting efforts to reauthorize the Carl Moyer Program,
which sunsets in 2023, and;
• Investigating and supporting legislative efforts to improve
emergency service and disaster funding to the District,
including response to poor air quality due to wildfires.
At the federal level, the District will be monitoring and
advocating on several topics, including:
• Emission standards for light-duty vehicles;
• Efforts by U.S. EPA to reevaluate both the ozone and PM2.5
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS);
• Increased funding to support attainment of NAAQS,
implementation of other federal mandates, and clean diesel
incentive programs;
• Use of the best science to support federal rulemaking
efforts and initiatives;
• Lower emission standards for locomotives;
• New standards for heavy duty trucks, and;
• USFS funding and procurement program reform to support
more fuel thinning and forest restoration on federal lands,
including expanded use of cooperative land management
stewardship programs.
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Representing the District at
the State and Federal Level
The District engages in policy discussions
and advocacy at the federal and state
levels. These assignments provide both
an influential venue for the District’s
priorities to be considered in statewide
and national policies affecting air quality
and incentive funding, as well as unique
opportunities to help shape the efforts of
local jurisdictions throughout the region
on climate adaptation and policies.
Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce’s Capitol-to-Capitol
(Cap-to-Cap) advocacy delegation
As Co-Lead on the Air Quality Team, the
District’s annual participation in this
event in Washington, D.C. allows
discussions with congressional staff and
federal agencies on air quality, wildfire,
and forest resiliency topics.
National Association of Clean Air
Agencies (NACAA)
District selected to serve as Immediate
Past Co-President, and to co-chair the
Mobile Source and Fuels Committee,
which provides a unique opportunity to
engage nationally on issues that impact
air quality in Placer County.
U.S. EPA’s Mobile Sources Technical
Review Subcommittee (MSTRS)
District selected to serve on the MSTRS,
comprising 30 national technical experts
to advise U.S. EPA on a wide range of
mobile source developmental issues and
research areas.
California Air Pollution Control
Officers Association (CAPCOA)
Active engagement with the Board of
Directors, in addition to membership on
their Climate Protection Committee.
CAPCOA is the state-wide association
which advocates on issues affecting local
air districts in California.
Capital Region Climate Readiness
Collaborative
District selected to serve on Steering
Committee.

Biomass and Forest Resiliency
Over half of our County is forested land at risk for catastrophic wildfire -- due to heavy fuel loads from past fire
suppression and harvesting, as well as from the recent tree mortality epidemic from drought and insect attack.
For the last fourteen years we have successfully partnered with public and private stakeholders on numerous
innovative projects and policy development and implementation to reduce forest fuel load, return our forests
to a fire resilient condition, and utilize byproduct wastes for energy, biochar, or other wood products.
In the past year, we continued to make important contributions, including initiating the Placer Biomass
Consortium, a committee made up of five different County entities, including the District, the County of
Placer, Placer County Water Agency, Pioneer Community Energy, and Western Placer Waste Management
Authority, which will meet bi-monthly to collaborate on issues related to the disposal of biomass and related
forest health issues. The District also further streamlined prescribed burning smoke management; published
two technical papers in peer-reviewed journals documenting the air quality benefits of wood products and
energy; supported the Governor’s Forest Resiliency Taskforce and the Governor’s Office of Planning and
Research to continue to foster new ways to utilize forest biomass and other mechanisms that promote forest
health; and reviewed numerous proposed bioenergy projects in the region.

The District also continued to redefine and focus our efforts. Recent massive and destructive wildland fires in
the Western United States crystalized attention and focus on need to invest in our forests and resulted in
significantly greater financial and resource commitments by the State in fuels management, as well as changes
at the federal level on investment of forest resources for both management and fire suppression.
We continue to identify where we can most effectively provide “value added” contributions that fill voids in
State and federal policy and not duplicate others’ efforts:
Leading LOCAL Action that Makes a Difference
We are:
• Enhancing efforts to expand the application of prescribed fire to reduce wildfire risk.
• Working to support local bioenergy.
• Developing District policy allowing financial investment in forest health projects to satisfy greenhouse gas
mitigation requirements of CEQA.
• Collaborating with local land managers, governmental agencies, and educational institutions to support
forest health.
Participation in, and in some targeted cases, providing modest financial support for, cutting edge
critical applied RESEARCH. Potential areas of engagement include biochar use, methane emissions from
wood decay, and black carbon emissions from wildfires.

2022 Annual Report ~ Page 11

Allowable Outdoor Burning in Placer County
The District provides information to determine if and where burning of vegetation is allowed.
The California Health and Safety Code (HSC) specifies different allowable types of burning, under
the categories of Agricultural and Non-Agricultural burning. The District’s rules were developed
to accommodate burning throughout the County in accordance with the HSC. As the County has
developed, Roseville, Rocklin and Lincoln, along with high density developments, eliminated
burning as an option. For the burning that is allowed, detailed conditions are outlined in the
District’s rules, including when the issuance of a District burn permit is required.
Reducing Wildfire Risk through Prescribed Burning

With concerns over managing land for fire resiliency, there is
more interest in using prescribed burning. For more than 40
years, District staff continue to be actively engaged with
both private and public land managers wanting to use
prescribed burning. To help with increasing the use of
prescribed burning, in 2019, the District Board approved the
acceptance of funds from CARB for the implementation of
the District’s Smoke Management Program. Prescribed
burning is defined under and is a subgroup of agricultural
USFS prescribed fire, April 2021, Foresthill, CA
burning under HSC definitions. The District continues to
receive some annual funding to augment our already robust Program. As seen in the number of
District burn permits issued, there has been an increase in the use of prescribed burning, which is
expected to help make land more fire resilient, decrease fire hazards from excessive vegetation
and increase fire safety in and around communities.
Reducing Impacts from Residential Burning through Education

The District and local fire agencies work together to provide guidance on safe residential outdoor
burning. Where allowed, pile burning is for the disposal of dry vegetation, grown on the property
of a single or two‐family residence, on a Burn Day, when smoke is expected to rise and disperse.
Fire agency burn permits may be required, but a District burn permit is not issued. The District
continues to outreach to the public about good burning practices to reduce smoke from burning.
This includes the District’s brochure and business cards developed by staff that provide
information on what is allowed. When done right, the safe and controlled burning of dry
vegetation can help manage vegetation, reduce wildfire risk from excessive vegetation, and meet
defensible space requirements.
Limiting Smoke from Agricultural Burning of Rice Straw

Many do not realize that rice is grown in Western Placer County, where it is one of the dominant
agricultural crops. This past season, 12,046 acres of rice were planted in Placer County, with
468,530 acres grown valley‐wide. In 1992, the Rice Straw Reduction Act mandated the amount of
diseased rice straw that can be burned annually, based on the number of planted acres.
Currently, 25% of the rice straw from the previous planted season can be burned. For the Fall 2021
season in Placer County, less than 500 acres of rice straw were burned. In 2021, no complaints
were received regarding smoke from this type of burning.
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