Correspondence
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Natalie Aldridge <naldridge@mmcharter.org>
Friday, December 4, 2020 10:21 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

I would like to voice my support for the Hidden Falls expansion project. It is important to have more
access to outdoor activities right now.
Thank you,
Natalie Aldridge
Roseville
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sue Barnette <sbarnett@dcn.davis.ca.us>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 2:38 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Expanding Hidden Falls

Placer County Planning Commissioners,
When I first hiked at Hidden Falls it was a newly opened area and not well known. Now the parking lots are full and
many hikers are enjoying its trails. It is time to expand the trail system and add additional parking. Regards, Sue Barnette
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leslie Bisharat <lbisharat@techline-sac.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 1:12 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

Dear Members of Placer County Planning Commission,
I urge you to vote unanimously to approve the expansion of Hidden Falls. Recreational areas are
inundated with families on foot, bicycle and horses as they pursue outdoor activities during the
COVID pandemic and use will continue to grow with or without the pandemic. Your support will
demonstrate a commitment to the high quality of life and well-being of current and future
generations.
Thank you,
Leslie Bisharat
7870 Eagle View Ln.
Granite Bay CA 95746
916-996-4332
Sent from my iPad
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jo Bower <jodybower@me.com>
Monday, January 18, 2021 7:00 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

I support the Hidden Falls expansion, for my grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Jo Bower
Sent from my iPad
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

R B <raybryars@yahoo.com>
Monday, January 18, 2021 6:56 PM
Sue Colbert
Ray Bryars
[EXTERNAL] Support for the Hidden Falls Expansion

Hi Sue.
Please forward to:

The Placer County Planning Commission

This is to encourage you to support the Hidden Falls Expansion. As you know the population of Placer
County is expanding and will continue to do so. You have the opportunity to leave a legacy for our
children and grandchildren that they will appreciate all their lives. Getting out into nature is very
important for physical and mental health, so if we care about future generations we should all do
whatever we can to provide easy access to the wonders of nature.
I respectfully encourage you to do what’s best for the planet and for our future generations by
approving the expansion of the gem we call Hidden Falls.
Many Thanks
Ray Bryars
530-477-8725
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Keith & Stephanie <kcsw4br@sebastiancorp.net>
Monday, January 18, 2021 8:00 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Park Expansion

Dear Planning Commission,
There have now been numerous opportunities for studies and public input. It is clear most people in our
county want to see the expansion of Hidden Falls County Park. We are among those who look forward to more
hiking and equestrian trails there. The park currently is not large enough to satisfy the needs of all who wish to
use it.
Thank you,
Stephanie & Keith Collins
POB 1084
Foresthill 95631
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

sugarpine1996@sbcglobal.net
Monday, January 18, 2021 6:45 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

Dear Placer County,
I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion as recommended by the County staff with its 30
miles of new trails and additional parking. I look forward to years of use. It is a jewell in Placer
County’s cap.
Thank You,
Helen Crawford
Nevada City, CA

1

8

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kristine Fagan <kristinefagan19@gmail.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 7:28 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden falls

To whom it may concern:
I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as
recommended by the County staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking.
Sincerely,
Kristine Fagan
BCHA
Mother Lode Unit
916 622-9000
1632 Soledad Dr
Roseville, Ca 95747
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To: Anthony DeMattei, Placer County Planning Commissioner
From: Jeff Foltz, Placer County resident, member of Placer Trails
Subject: Approval of Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion
Anthony DeMattei congratulations on your appointment to the Placer County Planning
Commission. The upcoming January 28, Planning Commission meeting is an important
milestone for many of us in Placer County. We are looking forward to the Planning Commission
recommending to the Board of Supervisors approval of the Hidden Falls Regional Park
expansion, conditional use permit, and final subsequent environmental impact report.
This public project has been many years in the making, starting with the vision of the Placer
Legacy Open Space and Agricultural Conservation Program in 2000. The program was designed
to protect and conserve open space and agricultural lands in Placer County and to help
implement the goals of the County general plan. To that end Placer County acquired in two
phases the first 2,500 acres of open space creating Hidden Falls Regional Park for the current
and future residents of Placer County. Over the last five years Placer County has been working
with the State, Placer Land Trust, private parties and many supportive equestrian, hiking and
biking groups to expand the people’s Regional Park trail system by an additional 2,500 acres. All
of this was done in concert with the Legacy program set out in 2000.
Placer Trails collected over 2,000 signatures County wide in support of Hidden Falls Expansion.
4,000 members of Placer Trails strongly support the Reduced Plan for Hidden Falls. County
surveys and forums have shown the public has consistently shown a desire for more public trails
and open space. Overall, the Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion is a great project for the
500,000 residents of Placer County. The plan has the added benefit of cooperative agreements
with the Placer Land Trust and their ethos to protect the land while allowing open grazing.
Conservation easements and the Conditional Use Permit will be there to ensure the land is
properly managed for all time.
Hopefully you will have the time to review the hundreds of pages of testimony, the EIR, the
public draft of the Placer County Parks and Trails Master Plan, and staff’s responses to Planning
Commission questions during the first public hearing. By all means try and get answers to
questions you may have from county staff before the meeting. Placer County has strategically
invested more than $7 million in acquisition of land and trail easements for the Trail Expansion
Project. As taxpayers, we deserve public access. The County proposed compromise addresses
neighborhood concerns by reducing parking and traffic by 60%.
What will be your legacy to the 500,000 residents of Placer County? Old Cowboys would tell you
finish what you start. My family, children and grandchildren encourage your approval of this
great partnership of public lands, the hard work, and public funds spent to date creating a jewel
of a Regional Park in the Placer County Sierra Foothills.

10

To: Dan Woodward, Placer County Planning Commissioner
From: Jeff Foltz Placer County Resident, member of Placer Trails
Subject: Approval of Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion
Dan Woodward congratulations on your appointment to the Placer County Planning
Commission. The upcoming January 28, Planning Commission meeting is an important
milestone for many of us in Placer County. We are looking forward to the Planning
Commission recommending to the Board of Supervisors approval of the Hidden Falls Regional
Park expansion, conditional use permit and final subsequent environmental impact report.
This public project has been many years in the making, starting with the vision of the Placer
Legacy Open Space and Agricultural Conservation Program in 2000. The program was
designed to protect and conserve open space and agricultural lands in Placer County and to
help implement the goals of the County general plan. To that end Placer County acquired in
two phases the first 2,500 acres of open space creating Hidden Falls Regional Park for the
current and future residents of Placer County. Over the last five years Placer County has been
working with the State, Placer County Land Trust, private parties and many supportive
equestrian, hiking, and biking groups to expand the people’s Regional Park trail system by an
additional 2,500 acres. All of this was done in concert with the Legacy program set out in 2000.
Placer Trails collected over 2,000 signatures County wide in support of Hidden Falls
Expansion, 4,000 members of Placer Trails strongly support the Reduced Plan for Hidden Falls,
and a County survey of residents showed that 91% support more public open space and trails.
Hopefully, you will have time to review the hundreds of pages of testimony, the EIR, the public
draft of the Placer County Parks and Trails Master Plan, and staff responses to Planning
Commission questions during the first public hearing. By all means try and get answers to
questions you may have from county staff before the meeting. Placer County has strategically
invested more than $7 million in acquisition of land and trail easements for the Trail Expansion
Project. As taxpayers, we deserve public access. The County-proposed compromise
addresses neighborhood concerns by reducing parking and traffic by 60%, while still providing
new public access at the County’s Twilight Ride property. What will be your legacy to the
500,000 residents of Placer County? Remember the Air Force Motto AIM HIGH. We are
looking forward to your approval.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Chris Fox <fox_chris@att.net>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 10:52 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

To Sue Colbert, Planning Commision Clerk, attention Placer County Planning Commisioners
I support the Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the
County staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking.
Chris Fox
Lincoln, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Adrienne Garcia <adriennehgarcia@gmail.com>
Friday, December 4, 2020 9:06 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] I support the expansion of Hidden Falls

Good morning,
My name is Adrienne Garcia and would like to voice my support for the expansion project of Hidden
Falls. More trails, more parking, more facilities equals better opportunities for our families to get outside and
enjoy the fresh air.
I live in Auburn and utilize the trails at Hidden Falls a few times each month. I would love for the area to be
expanded so that it is less crowded and a wider variety of people with differing abilities can access the
trails. Also, with more access points, the major overcrowding on the main trail and in the surrounding
residential area would be greatly reduced.
Our lives have changed over the last 8‐9 months due to the Covid‐19 pandemic and never has it been so clear that the
health of our community depends on ready access to nature and trails. Once again we are finding ourselves being
limited in our traditional activities and the outdoors is really the only place our community can turn to to stay physically
and mentally healthy.
The County should move ahead with the Hidden Falls Expansion Project (Full Project would be ideal, however, the
Reduced Project is a viable alternative) to create a truly unique and expansive trail system in the foothills of
Placer County for present and future generations.
Thank you for your time. Please feel free to contact me if needed for any reason.
Adrienne Garcia
916‐317‐9909
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Beth Goehring <bgoehring@hughes.net>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 11:57 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as
recommended by the County staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking
Thanks
Beth Goehring
707-227-2270
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

CHARLOTTE HENSHAW <cchenshaw@gmail.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 2:20 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

I support the Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the County staff
with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking.

Charlotte Henshaw
Auburn, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jim Herbert <jimandkandi@mycci.net>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 3:11 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Letter of support for the Planning Commission Meeting

To:

Placer County Planning Commission
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn Ca. 95603

Attention:

Planning Commission Clerk, Sue Colbert

Subject:

Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion

Honorable Members of the Placer County Planning Commission
We are writing in total support of the planned expansion of Hidden Falls Park.
We have lived in Placer County since 1986. We have experienced mass development surrounding our western county
property. Our rural home became subdivisions and golf courses. We now get golf balls in our horse paddocks. Our
property values have skyrocketed. Placer County has changed.
We rode at Hidden Falls before it became a park and were thrilled when the property was purchased for preservation
and public access. We have seen major changes at Hidden Falls. Trails have been designed well with proper
upkeep. Great fire breaks have been added and maintained.
Initial traffic problems were resolved. Unfortunately, residents still have more traffic than they like, just like we do in
our area of the county. Change is hard. We have not always liked the “improvements” to our area of the
county. However, it was inevitable.
What is needed now is more access points and additional parking spaces so more Placer County residents can enjoy the
park. This will affect residents along those access roads. I feel the county has done a great job mitigating impacts on
them. I understand when those residents complain about those changes. We have adjusted to changes around us and
those around the park expansion areas will have to adjust also.
And yes, just as I use the trails in El Dorado County (Cool and Dru Barner) and in Nevada County (Lone Grave, Empire
Mine and Skillman) residents from other counties will come to use the park. We can share our treasure as other
counties have shared theirs.
We have the opportunity to expand access to Hidden Falls and adjoining properties even further. If we as a county do
not take this opportunity it will be lost forever. Please support this expansion.
Thank you,

Kandace Kost‐Herbert
James J. Herbert, Jr.
9211 Billy Mitchell Blvd.
Roseville, CA 95747
1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kim Hitchcock <justkim511@gmail.com>
Monday, January 18, 2021 8:11 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

I support the Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by
county staff with 30 miles of new trails and additional parking. I am an equestrian and also enjoy
hiking at Hidden Falls on a regular basis.
Thank you
Kim Hitchcock
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Carrie Johnen <outlook_DE0AB033A28B120C@outlook.com> on behalf of Carrie Johnen <cjubilee5
@gmail.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 10:53 AM
Sue Colbert
Norma & Mike Kohlbaker
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Vote Support

Greetings,
I am writing to support the expansion described for Hidden Falls Regional Park. I am newly retired and am looking
forward to many miles of trail riding, including Hidden Falls. There are so many benefits from having a robust trail
system, many of which are covered in the proposed expansion.
Thank you,

Carrie Johnen
18832 State Highway 49
Plymouth, CA 95669
209-304-5724
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

mjshasta@aol.com
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 9:18 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Attention: Placer County Planning Commissioners RE:Hidden Falls Expansion

Placer County Planning Commissioners;
I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the
County staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking. Now more than ever, there is great
importance in creating outdoor recreation available to Placer County and surrounding county
residents. Thank you for your insight in creating Hidden Falls Regional Park and continuing with the
expansion.
Regards,
Mary Johnson
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

linda.lansky@earthlink.net
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 11:10 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

Dear Sue
I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the
County staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking.
Linda Lansky
Linda.lansky@earthlink.net
20590 Big Spring Dr
Grass Valley, CA 95949
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

D. Jeanne Lucas <djeanne.lucas@icloud.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 3:29 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] "I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion

This email is to support the expansion of Hidden Falls Regional Park with the reduced
plan as recommended by the County staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional
parking.
As a member of BCHC/BCHML, local and regional areas to ride horses and interact with nature in the
greater Sacramento valley area are very important.
Hidden falls is a beautiful and scenic area that has already has heavy use, making it difficult to
access and enjoy its beauty. 30 miles of additional trails and parking access will greatly enhance this
park and allow for more enjoyment of the area.
Therefore I strongly urge you to support and recommend it’s expansion.
Sincerely
Jeanne Lucas
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary McMillan <mary.compass@me.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 12:04 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Placer Country Planning Commission: Attention Sue Colbert

Dear Ms. Colbert,
Please record that I support the Hidden Falls Expansion. I highly encourage your approval. There are
thousands of us who will thank the County Planning Commission for its preservation of this beautiful
outdoor treasure.
After this last year, I think we can all agree that we need our outdoor spaces more than ever.
Approval of the reduced expansion is not on a win for nature, but also for area residents.
Thanks,
Mary McMillan
Mary.compass@gmail.com
202 441 1816
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Catherine Pegeron <cpegeron@c2chealthinsurance.com>
Monday, January 18, 2021 7:48 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion - YES!!!!!

I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the
County staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking.
‐‐

Sincerely,
Catherine Pegeron
Coast to Coast Health Insurance Solutions, LLC
Phone: 888‐814‐9977 x 101
Direct or Text: 916‐352‐3442
Fax: 855‐329‐4472
Email: cpegeron@c2chealthinsurance.com
Website: www.c2chealthinsurance.com
Coast to Coast Health Insurance Solutions, LLC is not a Government agency and is not affiliated or endorsed by any
Government agency. We are a private consulting and insurance broker agency (Agents) licensed in health insurance in
the States in which we conduct business. Although we represent several different Medicare Advantage, Supplement,
and Part D prescription plans, you should visit www.Medicare.Gov or call 1‐800‐Medicare for a complete listing of your
available options.

This e‐mail, including attachments, may include confidential and/or proprietary information, and may be used only by
the person or entity to which it is addressed. If the reader of this e‐mail is not the intended recipient or his or her
authorized agent, the reader is hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this e‐mail is
prohibited. If you have received this e‐mail in error, please notify the sender by replying to this message and delete this
e‐mail immediately.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susan Pinsker <spinsker1041@msn.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 11:26 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

Dear Ms. Colbert,
I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the
County staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking. I believe it will be a significant
benefit to many people in the community. As an equestrian, I see so many people using the trails
including cyclists, people with baby carriages, serious hikers and casual strollers. Expansion expansion
will alleviate the congestion and lack of parking spaces.
Sincerely,
Susan Pinsker
Grass Valley
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dorothy Place <placedm@dcn.org>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 5:40 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

I support the new plan for the park expansion. Thanks
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jim Roach <kunafloat@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 9:53 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the
County staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking. This past year has surely
Demonstrated the importance of our local outdoor recreation.
Thank You.
James Roach
530 847-8449
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathy sherman <luv2ridequus@gmail.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 11:15 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion - ATTN: Placer County Planning Commission

ATTN: Placer County Planning Commission
I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the County staff with its
30 miles of new trails and additional parking.
We need this!
Thank you,
Kathy Sherman
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tahoevacationproperties@gmail.com
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 10:04 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] RE: Hidden Falls Region Park Expansion Project (PLN19-00187)

Thank you Sue for the updated information.
Hidden Falls is one of my favorite places to ride my horse.
I am very much in favor of the expansion plans for the park.
Thank you for your time.
Sharon Silver
680 Old Grass Valley Rd
Colfax, CA
95713
From: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 4:04 PM
To: Shirlee Herrington <SHerring@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: Hidden Falls Region Park Expansion Project (PLN19‐00187)
Hello,
Please find the attached legal notice for the project listed above, scheduled for the January 28, 2021
Planning Commission meeting.
Thank you,
CEQA Lists
 Hidden Falls 3
Sue Colbert
Senior Board / Commission Clerk
Community Development Resource Agency
Planning Services Division
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 745-3113 | (530) 745-3080 fax | scolbert@placer.ca.gov

Disclaimer
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The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tod Snook <todsnook@gmail.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 5:20 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls park expansion

I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the
County staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking.
This will benefit many thousands of Placer County residents for years to come. Please vote to proceed
with the plan.
Tod Snook

1

31

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

mail.ponderite.com <shelly@ponderite.com>
Monday, January 18, 2021 8:50 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion

I am writing in support of this reduced plan, allowing for an additional 30 miles of trails. Dedication of
open public spaces is so important for current residents and future generations of people in this area.
As an equestrian user, as well as a runner, mountain biker and hiker, these additional miles are sorely
needed to help alleviate the current demand for outdoor recreation areas. Additionally, finding
places to safely ride horses is a continual struggle, and it shouldn’t be. Horses won the west. They
deserve to be honored and preserved with availability of riding trails.
Please vote in favor of allowing this project to proceed to completion. There are many of us who
would respectfully appreciate the expanded recreational asset this would provide.
Best Regards,
-Shelly Stewart
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marianne Stuart <mariannestuart49@gmail.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 6:06 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

I support the modified plan for Hidden Falls Expansion. Covid 19 has shown How much the public appreciates and uses
parks and the need for more trails And the reduced parking for the expansion. As an older female equestrian we need
safe, well designed trails to ride and with the extra use that Covid 19 has brought on it clearly demonstrates the need for
more trails to avoid congestion and user accidents and conflicts. I ask the planning commission. To vote their approval
and forward to the Board of Supervisors with. Recommendation to move forward with expansion.
Marianne Stuart
Equestrian and member Placer Land Trust
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Philip Summers <p.summers9@gmail.com>
Monday, January 18, 2021 7:27 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for hidden falls expansion

"I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the County
staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking."

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Robert Sydnor <rhsydnor@gmail.com>
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 11:57 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion by the American Endurance Ride Conference
AERC support of Hidden Falls Trail Expansion, 20Jan2021, by Robert Sydnor.pdf

Dear Ms. Susan Colbert:
Attached is my two-page letter in support of the expansion of
the Hidden Falls Regional County Park.
This letter is meant for the members of the Placer County
Planning Commission for their meeting on January 28, 2021.
Respectfully submitted, Robert Hadley Sydnor
.pdf attached
Robert Hadley Sydnor

A.E.R.C. California State Trails Advocate
RHSydnor@gmail.com
cell phone 916-335-1441
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January 20, 2021

Subject:

Robert Hadley Sydnor
A.E.R.C. California State Trails Advocate
RHSydnor@gmail.com 916-335-1441

Support of Hidden Falls Expansion, reduced scope
Placer County Regional Parks

Dear Placer County Planning Commission members:
Attention: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

The American Endurance Ride Conference consists of about 4,300 equestrians (nationally)
who ride long-distances (50 and 100 miles) on mountain trails in organized rides under
government permits with licensed equine Veterinarians.
AERC is headquartered here in Auburn, Placer County, California. < www.aerc.org >
As you are aware, Auburn in Placer County is known as the Endurance Capitol of the World.
Several hundred of our A.E.R.C. members live and ride horses here in Placer County.
We are local residents. My Arabian horse is boarded with 20 other horses on Horseshoe Bar
Road in Loomis, southern Placer County. Hidden Falls Regional Park is used in the winter and
spring to condition our horses for longer rides, when Placer trails at higher elevations in the Sierra
Nevada are snowbound in the winter.
I serve on the National Trails Committee for AERC, and concurrently serve as the California
State Trails Advocate for the 50,000 miles trails within California.
For more than a decade, I have ridden my Arabian horse on the 30 miles of trails within the
existing Hidden Falls Regional Park. Have written a dozen detailed reports on these existing trails,
plus have posted more than 700 trail-bed photographs onto Google Earth, so that thousands of
Placer County citizens can perceive the excellent trail system at Hidden Falls Regional Park.
Thousands of Placer County residents have viewed my trail-bed photographs on Google Earth, and
have eagerly taken hikes at Hidden Falls Regional County Park.
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Page 2.
Our hundreds of A.E.R.C. equestrians fully support the planned expansion of Hidden Falls,
to include a new equestrian parking lot on the north side at Twilight Ranch, two new bridges across
Raccoon Creek, and 30 additional trails for hikers, equestrians, and mountain bikers. The
Subsequent E.I.R. is over one thousand pages long, and every aspect of the Hidden Falls Expansion
is fully considered.
We are fortunate that Governor Newsom has included several million dollars in his new
state budget for Fiscal Year 2021-2022 for the construction of the new equestrian parking lot on
the north side of Twilight Ranch. The credit for this generous state grant goes to Andy Fisher,
Placer County Parks Administrator.
Placer County citizens of all ages and interests support the planned “reduced scope”
expansion. This includes senior-citizen hikers from Sun City in Lincoln, hundreds of local
equestrians, and mountain bikers.
All of us are acutely concerned about forest fires, especially fires that are caused by drylightning strikes on hilltops. The Proposed Hidden Falls Expansion will create many miles of
shaded fuel breaks to minimize forest fires. Additionally, the new 30 miles of trails will provide
access to CalFire crews to fight these forest fires. This is a win-win situation for everyone,
including local ranchers, and Placer County residents who will use the newly expanded trail system.
Dense flammable underbrush will be removed, and fire safety will be significantly enhanced.
Please vote YES on January 28, 2021 at the meeting of the Planning Commission. This is an
excellent project that has been thoroughly evaluated for more than three years. There is
widespread support from thousands of Placer County residents (of all ages and interests).
Fabulous new trails are earnestly favored by everyone.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Hadley Sydnor
A.E.R.C. California State Trails Advocate
A.E.R.C. Trail Master (licensed trail maintenance)
Life Member, California Academy of Sciences
Fellow, Geological Society of America
U.S.F.S. Certified Sawyer (current as of January 2021)
Board Member, Mother Lode Unit
of Backcountry Horsemen of California
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

John Tedford <cowboyup20@gmail.com>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 11:45 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

I support the hidden falls regional parks expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the County Staff of the
Thirty Miles of New Trails and Additional Parking.
Thank You
Sgt John Tedford
Retired Army
Back Country Horseman

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Denise Thorman <thorman.denise@gmail.com>
Friday, December 4, 2020 9:42 AM
Supervisor Gore; Placer County Board of Supervisors; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Expansion Project

Good morning,
My name is Denise Thorman and would like to voice my support for the expansion project of Hidden
Falls. More trails, more parking, more facilities equals better opportunities for our families to get outside and
enjoy the fresh air.
I live in Roseville and have been hiking the trails at Hidden Falls about once a year for the past 5 years, though
I wish it was more. I would love for the area to be expanded so that it is less crowded and a wider variety of
people with differing abilities can access the trails. Also, with more access points, the major overcrowding on
the main trail and in the surrounding residential area would be greatly reduced.
Our lives have changed over the last 8‐9 months due to the Covid‐19 pandemic and never has it been so clear that the
health of our community depends on ready access to nature and trails. Once again we are finding ourselves being
limited in our traditional activities and the outdoors is really the only place our community can turn to to stay physically
and mentally healthy.
The County should move ahead with the Hidden Falls Expansion Project (Full Project would be ideal, however, the
Reduced Project is an acceptable alternative) to create a truly unique and expansive trail system in the foothills of
Placer County for present and future generations.
Thank you for your time. Please feel free to contact me if needed for any reason.
Denise Thorman
916‐517‐7754

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sheila Toner <shetoner@att.net>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 7:00 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Vote yes to expand Hidden Falls

Vote yes to authorize the additional parking and trails at Hidden Falls.
The need for both additional parking and trails to better accommodate demand is obvious.
Vote yes for this needed addition to Hidden Falls.
Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail on Android

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kris <kriskvr@aol.com>
Monday, January 18, 2021 6:54 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Attn: Placer County Planning Commissioners RE: Hidden Falls Regional Park

Dear Ms. Colbert:
I love to ride my horse, as well as, hike an bike at Hidden Falls. It is beautiful there.
I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the County staff with its
30 miles of new trails and additional parking.
Sincerely,
Kris Van Roo

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

nan wang <wang@dcn.davis.ca.us>
Tuesday, January 19, 2021 1:58 PM
Sue Colbert
nan wang; Sue Barnette
[EXTERNAL] The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion

Hi Sue Colbert ,
I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the
County staff with its
30 miles of new trails and additional parking.
nan wang
attention :
Placer County Planning Commissioners.

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jane Wurst <jawurst@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, January 20, 2021 10:52 AM
Andy Fisher; Sue Colbert; EJ Ivaldi; Cindy Gustafson; Kelly McCaughna; Jim Holmes; Beverly Roberts;
Suzanne Jones; Suzanne Jones; Bonnie Gore; Landon Wolf; Robert Weygandt; Shanti Landon
Judy Isaman
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Finance Plan Questions
Letter to Andy re Finance Plan Jan 21.docx; DRAFT Hidden Falls Expansion Funding Plan_
11-18-20.pdf; Exhibit D.jpg

Hello Andy, Planning Commissioners, Sue, EJ, Supervisors and District Directors,
At the October 22, 2020 Planning Commission Meeting one of the concerns and requests by the
Planning Commission was that more information regarding the cost of Hidden Falls Regional Park
Expansion Project construction and maintenance be provided to the public and the Planning
Commission.
In mid-December the Planning Commission and Judy Isaman and I, received an email with a link to
the Draft Finance Plan.
After reviewing it, Curt and I were left with many questions. In the attached letter to Andy Fisher we
have tried, as succinctly as we could, to ask for answers and clarification to our questions.
Thank you to everyone for taking the time to read our letter and review it.
Sue, could you please forward this email and attachments on to the Planning Commissioners? Thank
you!

Take care and be well,
Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer

Attached:
Letter to Andy Fisher
Draft HF Expansion Project Finance Plan
Exhibit D: Map of Zones and Proposed Shaded Fuel Breaks, Draft Emergency Response Plan

1
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Hi Andy,
Thank you for providing us with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project Draft Finance Plan.
After looking it over, Curt and I have several questions. Rather than spring them on you at the 1/28
Planning Commission Public Hearing, we thought it would more appropriate to present these questions
in an email since you will probably need to look up information in your office.
As the Finance Plan was a concern for both the Planning Commission and the public, we are asking you
to please provide this information prior to the public hearing.
Since Placer Land Trust holds the deeds to the Taylor, Kotomyan, Outman, and Harvego Preserves,
and the Conservation Easement for Liberty Ranch, is it clearly defined in writing which party, the
County or Placer Land Trust is responsible for the initial work/construction, ongoing annual
maintenance, and funding for all aspects of the mitigations dealing with wildfires: shaded fuel breaks,
down and dead tree removal, access roads, and general fuel load reduction? What about new trail
building and trail maintenance?
Who holds the responsible party accountable?
Specific questions about each phase of the Financial Plan:
For the items listed below, would you please indicate for each item:
•
•
•
•

Is it a budgeted line item in the Phase being addressed?
What is the projected cost?
If it is not in that Phase, is it a budgeted line item in another phase, or at this time not
projected in your Finance Plan?
If the Public Works Department/Parks Division is not funding the item, who is?

Phase 1: Twilight Ride
1. Striping and signage along Bell and Cramer Road
2. The taper bay lanes and road construction on Bell Road into Twilight Ride entrance
3. Any costs associated with acquiring property from adjacent property owners for the bay taper
lanes and/or improving line-of-sight
4. Electronic Entrance Gate
5. Environmental/Biological Study of the pond and wetlands at the entrance to the Twilight Ride
property. Supervisor Jennifer Montgomery, in 2018 stated that a study of that wetlands would
cost $800,000.
6. Environmental/Biological Study of the ponds, stream and wetlands at the west side of the
Twilight Ride property
7. Environmental/Biological Study of Orr Creek on the Taylor Preserve
8. Shaded Fuel Break on Twilight Ride property and Taylor Preserve
9. New access road along the eastern boundary of Taylor Preserve and 3 sides of the Twilight Ride
Property. What is the cost per mile and total cost to do the excavation for a 25’ to 50’ road,
that will require extensive removal of trees, vegetation and rock outcroppings? (Pg 11, Exhibit
D of Draft Emergency Response Plan)
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10. Dead and down tree removal and fuel load reduction on the Twilight Ride Property and Taylor
and Kotomyan Preserves
11. Commercial well
12. Septic System and absorption fields: The engineer with Lindbloom Septic Design, Inc informed us
that it would need to be a very extensive system designed and constructed by a state certified
engineer, running at approximately $500,000.
13. Registered Civil Engineer to prepare and submit a Grading and Drainage Plan and Report for
parking lot, new trails, access roads, bridges and culverts
14. Construction of engineered Drainage System that the SEIR states will prevent pollutants from
running downhill from the Twilight Ride Property parking lot into the stock ponds then flow
from there through our property and stock pond and ultimately into the Orr Creek and NID
canals.
15. Surveying, engineering and construction of entrance road and parking lot
16. Fencing, self-closing gates, cattle guards and infrastructure for cattle grazing
17. Surveying, engineering, construction of any new trails including ADA trails through out Twilight
Ride, Taylor and Kotomyan Preserves
18. Work to upgrade existing trails on Taylor and Kotomyan Preserves
19. Light Weight Rescue Vehicle for CAL FIRE Atwood Station
We know there are many other costs; would you please include any that are over $50,000?

Phase 2: Connectivity to HFRP
1. 2 bridges over Racoon Creek
2. In order to get equipment down to the creek to build the 2 bridges, it will require a 3-mile access
road. What is the cost per mile and total cost to do the surveying, engineering and
construction of this access road which will require extensive removal of trees, vegetation and
rock outcroppings?
3. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction in along the connectivity trail

Phase 3: Harvego Bear River Preserve
Has the County and/or Placer Land Trust secured the required legal agreement from the property
owners of Liberty Ranch for the 25’ to 50” access road through privately owned Liberty Ranch? (Pg 11,
Exhibit D, HFRP Expansion Draft Emergency Response Plan)
You have only projected $650,000 for Phase 3: Harvego Bear River Preserve/Trail System-Harvego,
Outman, Liberty Ranch. This is identified as a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone and your project mapping
shows new fuel breaks, and new access roads and trails through this very steep, rugged, heavily wooded
terrain.
It is not unrealistic to project that the cost of surveying, engineering, heavy equipment and manpower
to accomplish the building of trails, access roads, and shaded fuel breaks, as well as dead and down tree
removal will run into the millions.
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1. 2 new shaded fuel breaks on Harvego Bear River Preserve
2. Bringing the existing shaded fuel break into compliance
3. Surveying, engineering, construction of new access road on the southern and eastern property
lines of the Harvego Bear River Preserve. How many miles of access road and what is the cost
per mile and total cost to do the excavation and construction of a 25’ to 50’ wide road, that
will require extensive removal of trees, vegetation and rock outcroppings? (Pg 11, Exhibit D of
Draft Emergency Response Plan)
4. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction on the Harvego Bear River Preserves
5. Surveying, engineering, construction of any new trails throughout the Harvego Bear Preserves
and work to upgrade existing trails
6. Surveying, engineering, construction of new 25’ to 50’ wide access road, through the Liberty
Ranch
7. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction on the Liberty Ranch property
8. Surveying, engineering, construction of new 25’ to 50’ wide access road through the Outman
Preserve
9. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction on the Outman Preserve
10. Surveying, engineering, construction of new 25’ to 50’ wide access road through the trail
easement private properties: Lloyd Harvego Property and Johnson/Boyd Property
11. Surveying, engineering, construction of new fenced trail through Liberty Ranch, Outman
Preserve, Lloyd Harvego Property and Johnson/Boyd Property
12. Fencing, self-closing gates, cattle guards and infrastructure for cattle grazing
13. Helicopter Pad

Existing Hidden Falls Area Parking Improvements (No phase given)
1. Surveying, Engineering, grading, and paving of overflow parking and 25 new parking spaces

Phase 4: Garden Bar Entrance
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Road striping, signage and pullouts along Garden Bar Road
Surveying, engineering, grading and paving
Fencing and cattle guards
Commercial Well
Septic System
Group Camping Area and Amenities
Surveying, Engineering, and construction of 2 Mile connectivity Trail between Garden Bar 40 and
current Hidden Falls

Annual Ongoing Costs: Finance Plan
The Expansion Project:
•

Triples the number of acres of HFRP (from 1200 to 3,700 acres)
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•
•
•
•

Doubles the miles of trails (30+ to 60+)
Adds two new parking lots with amenities
Miles of new access roads
Shaded fuel breaks.

1. Does the Finance Plan that you provided for the HF Expansion Project cover the costs and
staffing necessary to maintain all of these annually?
2. Does the County have the funding capability to cover the cost of any additional full-time
County employees needed to manage this workload?
“Shaded fuel breaks which are not maintained will defeat the entire purpose of fuel breaks.
Vegetation will try to grow back into the openings created by thinning out existing material, as well
as underneath it. To maintain these areas so that they retain their fuel break features, techniques
such as livestock grazing, prescribed fire, cut/pile/burn material, manual pruning, and mechanical
masticating, herbicide spraying can be used.” (Page 23, HFRP Vegetation, Fuels and Range
Management Plan, 2007)
In the spring of 2020, the Public Works Department/Parks Division went before the supervisors
requesting additional money for the fiscal year 20/21 for fuel load reduction and maintenance of shaded
fuel breaks.
1. What was the amount granted?
2. Do you anticipate needing additional money annually to cover the cost and guarantee the
ongoing maintenance of fuel load reduction, dead on down tree removal, and maintenance of
shaded fuel breaks and access roads within the 3,700 acres of the proposed Hidden Falls
Expansion area and on other County properties?
We know this is asking for a lot of information, but it is very important to be transparent with the public
and to give the Planning Commission and Supervisors the most complete and accurate financial
projections, so that they can make wise, fiscally responsible decisions.

Thank you in advance for your assistance and efforts in providing all of us with this information prior to
the 1/28 Planning Commission Meeting.

Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer

Attached:
Draft – Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project Draft Finance Plan
Exhibit D – Map of Zones and Proposed Shaded Fuel Breaks
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GRAND TOTALS

2,345.0

2,500

2,500

40.0

Hidden Falls Phase 4 ‐ Garden Bar Entrance
Hidden Falls Phase 5 ‐ Accessible Nature Network
Total Western Improvements

0.0

2,500

40.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.0

0.3

Trail
Square Feet Miles
(Paved)

2,500

2,500

2,500

0.0

Trail
Square Feet Miles
(Paved)

Hidden Falls Ranch House Renovation

2,305.0

2,234.0

50.0
21.0

Hidden Falls Phase 1 ‐ Twilight Ride
Hidden Falls Phase 2 ‐ Connectivity

Hidden Falls Phase 3 ‐ Harvego Bear River Preserve
Hidden Falls Existing Parking Area Improvements
Total Eastern Improvements

1,200.0

Project Name

Open
Space
Acres

2,345.0

40.0

40.0

2,305.0

50.0
21.0
2,234.0

Open
Space
Acres

Existing Hidden Falls Regional Park

GRAND TOTALS

Hidden Falls Ranch House Renovation
Hidden Falls Phase 4 ‐ Garden Bar Entrance
Hidden Falls Phase 5 ‐ Accessible Nature Network
Total Western Improvements

Hidden Falls Phase 1 ‐ Twilight Ride
Hidden Falls Phase 2 ‐ Connectivity
Hidden Falls Phase 3 ‐ Harvego Bear River Preserve
Hidden Falls Existing Parking Area Improvements
Total Eastern Improvements

Project Name

25.3

1.0
2.0
3.0

22.3

19.0

0.3
3.0

30.0

Trail
Miles
(Dirt)

25.3

1.0
2.0
3.0

22.3

0.3
3.0
19.0

Trail
Miles
(Dirt)

$558,000

$60,000
$7,000
$84,500

$17,500

$145,000
$8,000
473,500.0

$310,000
$10,500

$460,000

Total Annual Cost

$12,176,790

$190,000
$1,223,000
$1,800,000
$3,213,000

$4,263,790
$3,610,000
$650,000
$440,000
8,963,790.0

Total Cost

$70,000

$5,000
$0
$5,000

$30,000
$0
65,000.0

$30,000
$5,000

$105,000

Vegetation
Management

$0

$0

0.0

Park Dedication
Fees

$305,000

$20,000
$0
$20,000

$70,000
$0
285,000.0

$215,000
$0

$215,000

Ranger patrol

$0

$0

0.0

Grants/ Other

Project
Account/
Reserves

0.0

$0

$0

$1,095,000

$50,000
$75,000
$50,000
$175,000

Materials &
Equipment
Utilities

$35,000

$15,000
$1,000
28,000.0

$10,000
$2,000

$120,500

$20,000
$3,500
$30,000

$6,500

$45,500

$10,000
$3,500
$17,500

$4,000

Western Improvements

$30,000
$7,000
90,500.0

$50,000
$3,500

Eastern Improvements

$100,000

$17,000

$5,000
$0
$12,000

$7,000

$0
$0
5,000.0

$5,000
$0

$5,000

Existing Hidden Falls Regional Park

General
Maintenance

Expenses

Annual Ongoing Costs

$0

$0

Western Improvements

$550,000
$150,000
$70,000
$150,000
920,000.0

$0

$0

0.0

$8,177,090

$900,000
$1,500,000
$2,400,000

5,777,090.0

$3,027,090
$2,500,000
$250,000

$117,500

$20,000
$0
$37,500

$17,500

$0
$0
80,000.0

$80,000
$0

$100,000

Parking Fees /
Rental

$0

$0

0.0

Volunteer
Labor

$0

$0

0.0

Volunteer /
Partnership

Offsetting Revenue

$0

$0

0.0

New
Assessment /
Tax

Potential Funding
Park Dedication
Grants / Other2
Fees1

Funding Sources

Eastern Improvements

0.0

Parks
Operating
Budget

Existing Funding

November 18, 2020

DRAFT ‐ Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Finance Plan
Capital Costs

PLACER COUNTY PARKS DIVISION

Parking access to Taylor Ranch & Katomian Preserves
Hidden Falls / Taylor Connectivity ‐ 2 bridges, 1 box culvert, 3 miles of trail
Trail System ‐ Harvego, Outman, & Liberty Ranch Parcels
Gate and Kiosk for electronic reservation scans ‐ overflow parking

Notes

Notes

$440,500

$0 Assumes occupancy only when when cost neutral tenant is idenitfied
Ranger patrol, maintenacne of parking area, fuels management. Assumes Garden Bar Entry
$40,000 develops with electronic gate entry, does not require parking attendant
$7,000
$47,000

Ranger patrol, maintenance of parking area, fuels management. Assumes gate atendant ‐
$230,000 savings of approx $100k if electronic gate is operational
$10,500 Incremental Ranger Patrol included in Phase 1
Ranger Patrol, Trail maintenance & vegetation management. Development of volunteer
$145,000 patrol group recommended to reduce ranger/staff costs
$8,000 Upkeep of gravel surface, trash collection, and electronic gate
393,500.0

$360,000

General Fund
Contribution

$2,904,700

$140,000 Ranch House renovation/removal for caretaker, camping, or nature education uses
$248,000 Parking at Garden Bar ‐ Described as Phases 1A and 1C in SEIR
$250,000 ADA parking at creek level ‐ Bridge #2, 2 mile accessible trail loop
$638,000

$686,700
$960,000
$330,000
$290,000
2,266,700.0

General Fund
Contribution /
TBD3
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Hidden Falls
(PLN19-00187)

After 10/22/20 Packet Comments
Not distributed
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Heidi Alechko <heidi.alechko@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12:17 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan

My family are active hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls
Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage
your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional
trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Heidi Alechko

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

baaayes@surewest.net
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 1:26 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] I support expansion

I support Hidden Falls Expansion, Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. I use and enjoy
this area on foot and on horseback. It is a valuable community asset.
Thanks for your attention to this email.
Sincerely,
Anne S. Anderson
Citrus Hts., CA

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Andrus <andrusrich@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:43 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

Hello,
I'm writing in support of the HF expansion plan. We badly
need more open space for hiking and riding horses. This
would be a great assets to Placer and surrounding counties
and it would increase the well being of everyone.
Thank you,
Rich Andrus

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gregg Bates <dccgregg@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 9:50 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Hello!
I am a resident of Placer County, and I encourage your approval of the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan.
My family and I use the Hidden Falls trails. We appreciate the open space and additional trails
for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors' concerns.
Thank you,
Gregg Bates
4121 Grice Ct.
Roseville, CA 95747

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leslie Bisharat <lbisharat@techline-sac.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:52 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
Like so many residents of and visitors to Placer County, I cherish what our citizens and
government agencies (especially the dedicated men and women in Park Planning) have
created at Hidden Falls. I was there for the dedication, I’ve hiked and ridden every trail, I’ve
pushed my mother’s wheelchair and my grandson’s strollers and I never tire of the park. But, I
admit that now I no longer visit that special place because the parking is difficult and the trails
are crowded. I urge you to approve the expansion and reduced plan for improving access and
adding trails‐‐‐ so that not only we, but future generations, can explore, enjoy and learn about
our natural world.
Thank you,
Leslie Lockhart Bisharat
7870 Eagle View Lane
Granite Bay, CA 95746

To help protect y ou r
priv acy , Micro so ft Office
prev ented au tomatic
download of this pictu re
from the Internet.

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is active.

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sharon Blume <grindingrock@me.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:48 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert - Hidden Falls Expansion

I support the expansion of the Hidden Falls Trails & support the reduced plan & encourage your
approval.
Thank you very much.
Sincerely,
Sharon Blume

1
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‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Wally Gaffney <wgaffney37@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, October 3, 2020 7:09 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
As a resident on Bell Rd. I vehemently oppose this project We have bigger priorities than creating more
trails I believe funds to expansion are being misappropriated while we have other greater needs such as
increased fire protection and public safety !
Not to mention rural roads can not handle increased traffic from non‐locals
Wally Gaffney
4961 Bell Rd.
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From: Melvin Neal <themneals@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2020 2:15 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] ,
Please acknowledge that wildfires are real
More people, cars, camping, rolling blackouts,
This is our home, lifes work, childrens home
No to expansion of the park Hidden Falls our right to live in Auburn gives us a voice to say no to
popuation growth dangers, intrusions, taxation, water, resources, litter, pollution, robberies, vagrants,
loss of our way of life. Fire insurance is very costly more people more danger of limited reslources.
Please consider NO expansion on Hidden Falls Park.
Bobbie Neal
Auburn Valley resident
Registered voter
Concerned citizen
Auburn, California 95602
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

sheryl canutt <canuttsrus@caltel.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:00 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] attn: Sue Colbert , Planning Commission Clerk

Re: Hidden Falls Expansion,
My family are active dog walkers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the
Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan
more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Sheryl Canutt
canuttsrus@caltel.com
3951 Loray Lane, Auburn, CA 95602

1
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Matthew D. Francois
Direct Dial: (650) 798-5669
E-mail: mfrancois@rutan.com

October 14, 2020

VIA E-MAIL [scolbert@placer.ca.gov]
Honorable Anders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
County of Placer
3091 County Center Drive, Suite 190
Auburn, CA 95603
Re:

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

Dear Chair Hauge and Members of the Planning Commission:
We write on behalf of our clients, Peter and Jacqueline Caswell, in regard to the proposed
Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project (the “Project”). As noted in our May 19, 2020
letter, the Caswells have significant concerns with the adequacy of the Subsequent Environmental
Impact Report (“SEIR”) prepared by Placer County (the “County”) for the Project. The Caswells
do, however, support the reduced version of the Project (the “Reduced Project”) recommended by
Staff of the County’s Parks Division. Accordingly, we respectfully urge the Commission to
recommend approval of the Reduced Project to the County Board of Supervisors.
The Caswells’ property is located immediately adjacent to the Harvego Bear River Preserve
(“HBRP”). Full build-out of the Project would have resulted in 120 parking spaces, 10 equestrian
trailer spaces, a permanent restroom building, a helipad, and a 12,000 gallon water tank immediately
adjacent to the Caswell land. By comparison, the Reduced Project would maintain the existing status
quo at HBRP, allowing for 12 docent-led tours per year with no permanent parking or related
improvements. The Reduced Project would still provide the public with 30 miles of additional trails,
accompanied by three access points for the different areas of the trail system. 1 Access to the HBRP
by pedestrians, equestrians, and bicyclists originating from other HFRP areas would be allowed with
a backcountry access permit administered by the County’s Parks Division.
As to the full Project, the SEIR (1) is an improper subsequent environmental document and
should have been prepared as a stand-alone EIR, (2) fails to analyze the impacts of the “whole of the
project,” as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), (3) fails to adequately
analyze the full Project’s significant traffic, air quality, noise, and other impacts, (4) improperly
defers mitigation, (5) fails to analyze a reasonable range of alternatives to the Project, and (6) omits
a detailed discussion of cumulative impacts. The full Project is also inconsistent with the County’s
General Plan as detailed in our May 19, 2020 letter.
1

Contrary to statements in the staff report and accompanying resolution and findings, only two
of these three access points are “new”—Garden Bar 40 and Twilight Ride. At the existing Mears
Place parking area, 25 additional parking spaces would be added as part of the Reduced Project.
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Hon. Anders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
October 14, 2020
Page 2
We have reviewed the County’s responses to ours and other comments on the Draft SEIR.
We do not believe that they adequately address the significant environmental impacts of the full
Project. The County’s proposed responses to thousands of comments from nearly 500 commenters
is contained in a mere 18 pages. (Final SEIR, Section 3.0.) This does not reflect a good faith effort
at full disclosure, as required by CEQA. (See, e.g., CEQA Guidelines § 15204(a).) For instance,
there is no substantive response to the comments that the Harvego road improvements alone would
require more than 15 times the amount of grading than that assumed by the SEIR.2 This gross
underestimation undermines many, if not most, of the SEIR’s impact conclusions. Because the SEIR
and associated CEQA Findings are deficient as to the full Project, the County may not lawfully rely
on them to approve the full Project.
The resolution proposing to certify the SEIR should thus only refer to the Reduced Project
and the Reduced Project Approvals. It should also be made clear in the CEQA Findings that that
those findings only apply to the Reduced Project. Page 7 of the CEQA Findings incorrectly refers
to a helipad at HBRP. No such helipad is proposed as part of the Reduced Project. On page 62, the
CEQA Findings should be revised to read: “Based on impacts identified in the SEIR and throughout
this findings document, the County finds that the HFRP Trails Expansion Reduced Project is the
most desirable, feasible, and appropriate, and therefore rejects the Project and other alternatives as
described in the SEIR.”
The proposed conditions of approval likewise require revision to reflect the Reduced Project.
The third bullet under Condition No. 1 states that the CUP Modification covers “utilizing the existing
parking and access at Harvego Preserve off Curtola Ranch Road for access to the northern areas of
the expanded trails network . . ..” This is not accurate. Under the Reduced Project, the existing
parking and access off Curtola Ranch Road will only be made available for 12 docent led tours per
year. Please strike this language from the conditions. Similarly, revise Condition 83 to read:
“Parking areas will be limited to the general locations and sizes depicted in the Hidden Falls Regional
Park Trails Expansion Project Final SEIR, and as described further in Condition of Approval number
1.”
Revise the second sub-bullet of the fourth bullet under Condition 1 to read: “Utilization of
the current parking area graded dirt area at the north end of Curtola Ranch Road (allows parking for
approximately 18 vehicles) at the Harvego Preserve for docent-led tours only, 12 times per year.”
The description of the management areas is somewhat different from how these areas are
described in the SEIR. Condition 1 states that the management areas are depicted on Exhibit A. Yet
no such exhibit is attached to the conditions. We request that you make copies of the referenced
exhibit available for public review now.
2

These comments were supported by a detailed report prepared by Milani & Associates. (Final
SEIR, pp. 2-338 et seq.) The Final SEIR acknowledges the Milani report, but wrongly claims the
comments lack evidentiary support. (Final SEIR, pp. 2-348, 2-355, 2-358.)
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Hon. Anders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
October 14, 2020
Page 3
Revise Condition 1.A.i to read: “No development of new parking areas and no construction
of supporting facilities.” Add a new subsection under Condition 1.A to clarify the allowed uses in
the HFRP: “Permitted uses include only recreational uses (hiking, bicycle riding, and horseback
riding) subject to issuance of a backcountry access permit (maximum of 27 per day) as well as
grazing, agriculture, and docent-led tours (maximum of 12 per year).”3
Revise Condition 1.E to read: “Facilities common to all management areas (except Bear
River Backcountry Management Area.” In the text following Condition 1.E, explain what is
intended by the reference to conflicts between the conditions and the County’s Park Ordinance, with
the Park Ordinance taking precedence. The permit cannot be automatically amended by changes to
the Park Ordinance and such a provision conflicts with other language requiring modifications to be
processed through an amended use permit and further environmental review. Please review and
revise this language.
In sum, the Caswells support Staff’s recommendation of the Reduced Project and urge the
Commission to likewise recommend approval of the Reduced Project to the County Board of
Supervisors, with the revisions to the conditions of approval noted above.
Thank you for your consideration of our clients’ views on these important matters.
Representatives of the Caswells will be in attendance at your October 22, 2020 hearing on the
Project. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions regarding this
correspondence.
Very truly yours,
RUTAN & TUCKER, LLP

Matthew D. Francois
cc (via e-mail):
Peter & Jacqueline Caswell
Lloyd Harvego
Kathryn Oehlschlager, Esq.
Honorable Cindy Gustafson and Members of the Board of Supervisors
Lisa Carnahan, Senior Planner
Andy Fisher, Parks Administrator
Karin Schwab, Esq., County Counsel
3

To avoid trespass on neighboring lands and to ensure persons with backcountry access permits
do not overrun the Twilight Ride parking area or the HFRP, we have included a limit on the number
of backcountry access permits issued per day that is 50 percent of the proposed vehicular parking for
the Twilight Ride parking area.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 2:56 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Brent Collier

Email Address (Optional)

brentmc79@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Field not completed.

Comments

I go to Hidden Falls quite often, and I just wanted to say the
following:
- I support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report
of the Full Project
- I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Keith & Stephanie <kcsw4br@sebastiancorp.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:54 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

We hope the Commission will support the proposed expansion of Hidden Falls Park. It is clear that Placer
County residents make a lot of use of the existing park and will greatly benefit from the additional 30 miles of
trails. We look forward to hiking and horseback riding in the expanded County Park.
Sincerely,
Stephanie and Keith Collins
Foresthill CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Colleen Conley <cconley@golyon.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HF Expansion

Yes, I am in favor of the expansion, of charging a fee, and a patrol to educate visitors on how to
protect the park, i.e. not cutting trail, smoking and bbqs!
Colleen Conley
Colleen Conley
BRE 01074802
Lyon Real Estate, Auburn, CA
I cannot guarantee the veracity of
any attached documents sent to me by others. Clients must satisfy themselves as to related matters
discussed and/or agreed upon.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ginger <ginger@vfr.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 2:42 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Our family supports the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and would encourage your approval. Open space is vital
for ALL placer County residents now and for future generations to come. As active equestrians and hikers we truly value
outdoor spaces. The reduced plan takes into account of Hidden Falls neighbors while providing an additional legacy for all
to enjoy.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Virginia Cosh and family

1
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Shirlee Herrington
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Shirlee Herrington
Monday, September 21, 2020 2:21 PM
Megan Wood; Rachel McGuigan
Teri Ivaldi; Clayton Cook; Ken Grehm
CORRESPONDENCE: Deny the Public Works Resolution to apply for funding for the not yet approved
Hidden Falls expansion

FYI
From: Defend Granite Bay <defendgb@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 1:59 PM
To: Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Bonnie Gore <BonnieGore@placer.ca.gov>; Robert Weygandt
<RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Kirk Uhler <KUhler@placer.ca.gov>;
Suzanne Jones <suzanne.pcsupervisor@gmail.com>
Cc: protectruralplacer@gmail.com; Leslie Warren <allianceforenviroleadership@gmail.com>; Gb ca
<gbca@granitebay.com>; Michael Garabedian <michaelgarabedian@earthlink.net>; Marilyn Jasper
<mjasper2@gmail.com>; Shirlee Herrington <SHerring@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Deny the Public Works Resolution to apply for funding for the not yet approved Hidden Falls
expansion
Supervisors,
Members of Defend Granite Bay respectfully request that the following agenda item is denied.
9:50 a.m.
2. PUBLIC WORKS
Adopt a Resolution authorizing the Director of Public Works, or designee, to apply for a grant for up to
$3,027,090 to the California Natural Resources Agency for a portion of the proposed Hidden Falls Regional
Park Trails and Open Space Expansion Project.
At this time, the Hidden Falls Expansion project had not gone through appropriate public comment and as such it is
presumptive that this Board will approve the expansion.
Based on the massive public opposition to destruction of a fragile ecosystem and reliance upon a tax measure approval
to ensure adequate fire protection, this is a lost opportunity to secure funding for existing needs.
The County has a shortfall of funding for already approved projects and existing trail maintenance, as such it would be
more fiscally responsible to request funding for what is already guaranteed. Diluting resources and jeopardizing existing
projects compromises quality throughout the county.
By wasting an opportunity to secure funding for existing projects, it can be perceived by the public that their input and
concerns regarding the Hidden Falls expansion project are moot.
The Department of Public Works 5 year capital improvement plan would benefit greatly from $3 million for already
approved recreation and trail projects awaiting funding. By applying for a not yet approved project, an opportunity is
being missed. This should be of great concern for you as well as the public which would directly benefit from this
windfall.
1

141

Public Works should indeed apply for the grant, however, for an already approved project which a reasonable person
can draw the conclusion would carry more weight in being granted the funds.
The Defend Granite Bay Board and members

Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laura <gv14224@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:46 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Comment Hidden Falls public hearing

Placer County Planning Commission
Sue Colbert, PC clerk
Hidden Falls is a Recreation jewel in Placer County. I support the expansion plan. It offers present
and future generations access to open space and trails.
Placer County has done a great job in providing this park for all to enjoy. The concerns for safety
have been addressed with parking management and Park closure during high fire danger.
Thank you Placer County for expansion and improvements at Hidden Falls.
Laura Duncan

Sent from my iPad

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scott Eldridge <scotteldridge@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 10:03 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

This email is to strongly support the Hidden Falls Expansion. We look forward to walking our dog on the new trails, and
appreciate the compromises necessary in the Reduced Plan.

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer Eppler <jeneppler70@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:46 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Our family moved to this area because we were looking for someplace to ride our horses that had safe trails, good trailer
parking and thoughtful, courteous trail users. We found all of that and more with the Hidden Falls trails. It is a treasure
and we support all efforts to keep the trails something that can be enjoyed by those that are visiting as well as those
that live in close proximity.
We feel that the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan will address concerns on all sides and encourage your approval.
Thank you for your consideration,
Bruce and Jennifer Eppler
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Langdon Fielding <langdonfielding@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:36 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

We are horseback riders and dog walkers that use the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open
space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.

thank you,
langdon

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sharma Gaponoff <slgaponoff@icloud.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 1:12 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
My friends and I are active horseback riders of Hidden Falls trails. Each of us supports the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. We have been informed that an astounding 99% of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County appreciate Hidden Falls open space and are delighted with the prospect of additional trails for our future.
There are always going to be grumpy neighbors to deal with, but we believe that the Reduced Plan more than addresses
all the the surrounding neighbors needs, including the grumpy ones. Thus, the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan will
please nearly all of the placer County residents as well as those in surrounding counties who utilize Hidden Falls. The
continuing COVID‐19 pandemic has demonstrated to us all the urgency of preserving our rapidly disappearing open
space. We are hopeful that the Placer County Planning Commission will approve these expansion plans by preserving
adjacent acreage to this beautiful open space for now and in perpetuity.
Thank you,
Sharma Gaponoff
Endurance rider
Hidden Falls rider
Author of “Tevis From The Back of My Horse"

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Michael Garabedian <michaelgarabedian@earthlink.net>
Thursday, September 24, 2020 4:45 PM
Sue Colbert; Lisa Carnahan
[EXTERNAL] Re: Hidden Falls Trails Expansion project FSEIR Placer County Planning Commission
September 24, 2020 Agenda Item 3
Hidden Falls Park & Williamson Act contrated lands.pdf

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Corrections noted.

On Sep 24, 2020, at 4:28 PM, Michael Garabedian <michaelgarabedian@earthlink.net> wrote:
To: Placer County Planning Commissioners Samuel Cannon, Anders Hauge, Nathan Herzog, Richard
Johnson, Jeffrey Moss, Wayne Nader, and Larry Sevison.
Placer County Tomorrow thanks you for this opportunity to address the project and Placer County legal
inadequacies regarding:



Williamson Act Agricultural Preserve and Williamson Act Contracted land violations of the
Williamson Act and the California Constitution Article on enforceable restrictions, and,
CEQA disclosure and analysis of impacts on agricultural lands in Agricultural Preserves and
Williamson Act Contracts.

The foundation of the Williamson Act is the California Constitution Article XIII, Section 8—Enforceable
Restrictions provision:
"To promote the conservation, preservation and continued existence of open space lands, the
Legislature may define open space land and shall provide that when this land is enforceably restricted, in
a manner specified by the Legislature, to recreation, enjoyment of scenic beauty, use or conservation of
natural resources, or production of food or fiber, it shall be valued for property tax purposes only on a
basis that is consistent with its restrictions and uses."
This Constitutional provision applies to the Williamson Act (Government Code 51230 et seq.), Timber
production Zoning (Government Code 51100 et seq.), and Conservation Easements (Civil Code 815 et
seq.).
The attachment to this e‐mail has a map of Williamson Act contracted land in the PCCProgram area. The
green line drawn on it is an outline of the Hidden Falls reduced project "Exhibit A Reduced Project
Comparison” sheet, also attached. It does not have or identify Williamson Act Agricultural
Preserves. Williamson Act contracted lands must be located and mapped as must Agricultural
Preserves, and must be in the CEQA documents, but are missing.

1
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The map on Exhibit A shows the great extent to which Williamson Act land designations in the
area would be further fragmented by the Hidden Falls Park and trails expansion. Scattered parklands
are central to and dominate the area. The parklands and trails demonstrate that this region has, by
County Actions alone, been becoming a recreation area converted from agricultural uses and values.
One example about how trails are incompatible with agriculture is that they open access to littering with
aluminum and other beverage containers. Many agricultural practices disking, cutting, turning soil,
haying, other crop harvesting and fire prevention practices could result in shredded aluminum
consumed by and killing livestock.
For Hidden Falls expansion, the county has largely focused on efforts to interpret zoning. What is first
surprisingly missing and necessary is interpretations for Williamson Act Agriculture Preserves as well as
contracted land, along with state, county and local requirements, and adequate knowledge of and
familiarity with agriculture and its practices.
Key Williamson act protections applying to Preserves (Government Code 51230 et seq.) includes:
Government Code 51238.1.
"(a) Uses approved on contracted lands shall be consistent with all of the following principles of
compatibility:
"(1) The use will not significantly compromise the long‐term productive agricultural capability of the
subject contracted parcel or parcels or on other contracted lands in agricultural preserves.
"(2) The use will not significantly displace or impair current or reasonably foreseeable agricultural
operations on the subject contracted parcel or parcels or on other contracted lands in agricultural
preserves. Uses that significantly displace agricultural operations on the subject contracted parcel or
parcels may be deemed compatible if they relate directly to the production of commercial agricultural
products on the subject contracted parcel or parcels or neighboring lands, including activities such as
harvesting, processing, or shipping.

"(3) The use will not result in the significant removal of adjacent contracted land from agricultural or
open‐space use
In evaluating compatibility a board or council shall consider the impacts on noncontracted lands in the
agricultural preserve or preserves.
”
This has not happened for the Hidden Falls project as a matter of fact or as a matter of applying the
Act. Agricultural compatibility is appllied to far more than contracted land alone.
Court decisions interpreting and enforcing the Williamson Act reflect this legislative intent in acting the
bill carried by John Williamson who retired from the California legislature as Chief of Staff of the Senate
Rules Committee around 1977:
"51220.
The Legislature finds:
(a) That the preservation of a maximum amount of the limited supply of
agricultural land is necessary to the conservation of the state’s economic resources,
and is necessary not only to the maintenance of the agricultural economy of the
state, but also for the assurance of adequate, healthful and nutritious food for
future residents of this state and nation."
2
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Rural Recreation requires approval of a Minor Use Permit on Williamson Act contracted land.
"The planning department shall consult with the agricultural commissioner when making determinations
under this section.
"A. Compatible Uses Only. Sections 51238 et seq., of the Act require that the county limit the uses of
land allowed on contracted lands to those that are compatible with continuing agricultural operations.
After the execution of a contract, no land use shall be established on property subject to a contract
except for the uses shown in Table 2. Compliance with the land use permit requirements and
development standards of this Chapter 17 is also required. Definitions of each of the land uses in Table 2
may be found in Article 17.04 of this chapter.
For convenience, Table 2 shows the land use permit required by this chapter for each compatible use in
the applicable zone district. However, in the event of any conflict between Table 2 and the requirements
of the other provisions of Chapter 17, the other provisions shall control.
"B. Specific Compatibility Provisions. An approved contract shall contain the information in
subsection (A), and any tailored provisions that limit the compatible uses allowed under any specific
contract. The specific compatible uses authorized under a contract shall be based on the type of
agricultural operation that qualifies the site for the contract, and the type of agricultural operations on
surrounding properties, that may be affected by the establishment of compatible uses on the subject
site. The specific compatible uses authorized under a contract shall also consider the principles of
compatibility provided by Section 51238 et seq., of the Act.
Placer County Code 17.64.090.
Recreational uses must be on land “in its agricultural or natural state” which clearly does not include
bike riding or equestrian use. Trails for other than agriclutural use or other facilities for public
participation are questionable. Muni Code 17.64.090:
“Recreational use” means the use of land in its agricultural or natural state by the public, with or
without charge, for walking, hiking, picnicking, camping, swimming, boating, fishing, hunting, or other
outdoor games or sports for which facilities are provided for public participation. Any ancillary
structures necessary for a recreational use shall comply with Section 51238.1 of the Act and this article."
The couple minutes spent discussing agricultural “consistency" at the Parks Commission meeting shows
inadequate attention to Williamson Act compatibility requirements, and does not reflect application of
essential knowledge of agriculture by the county or land trusts.
It was stated with certainty at the hearing that Land Trust lands and projects have nothing to do with
county efforts. This is incorrect for many if not all conservation easements that require notice to
counties and county consent before they can become effective.
Placer County has a problematic record when it comes to enforcing established Williamson Act contracts
and TPZ rezoning requests that are required to take 9‐10 years to end.
The question of what is compatible with agricultural lands needs to start over with the various
mandated requirements.
Do inform us about when this project has been on a Placer County Agricultural Commission agenda, and
if it has, inform us of the date or dates. This needs to happen if it hasn't been an Agricultural
Commission agenda numbered item.
3
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Mike Garabedian
Co‐founder
Placer County Tomorrow
Lincoln
916‐719‐7296
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tara gee <taralgee@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:16 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

As an avid trail rider and hiker as well as member of Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Association, I would love to see the
approval of the Hidden Falls expansion (reduced plan).
Thank you for your consideration.
Tara L Gee
Loomis

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christine Haas <christinehaas26@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:19 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

Dear Sue,
I would love to express my support of the expansion of the Hidden Falls trails. I’m fairly new to the
area, but have been an avid horsewoman for many years. This expansion opens up miles of new
territories to explore and for us to enjoy and treasure. This preservation of nature brings value to the
region and reinforces Auburn’s place as the “Endurance Capital of the World.”
~ Christine
Sent from my iPhone

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Helen Harvey <helentharvey@icloud.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 10:58 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I’m a hiker, backpacker, and equestrian. I love the expansion plan for Hidden Falls. It expands the
miles of trails and parking available for all users. Open space and trails are a precious resource that
need to be preserved and expanded for future generations.
Thanks,
Helen Harvey

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Erika Hazen <eahazen@hotmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:07 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

I DO NOT support the Hidden Falls expansion. I am very concerned about fire danger. I am a Placer
County landowner since 1964. Opening this backcountry to the public is NOT a good idea! Please
register my disapproval with the planning commission.
Erika Hazen
Sent from my iPad

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maureen Henderson <mmhenderson@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:35 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] SUPPORT FOR HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

I am a 30+ year resident of Newcastle. I am an active equestrian and visit Hidden Falls about once a week. The Reduced
Plan more than addresses the neighbors’ concerns. I look forward to your approval of the Reduced Plan.
Thank you.
Maureen Henderson

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jim Herbert <jimandkandi@mycci.net>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 10:15 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

We have resided in Placer County since 1986. We started riding at Hidden Falls when it was a cattle ranch. We were
thrilled when the land trust acquired it because we knew that eventually the public would be able to access this
wonderful asset to Placer County. We support the total expansion of the trails and most importantly the staging areas
to make access easier and take the pressure off of Mears Road. This expansion needs to proceed and it does so with the
blessing of most long term residents of Placer County like ourselves and our neighbors.
Jim Herbert & Kandi Kost‐Herbert
9211 Billy Mitchell Blvd.
Roseville, CA 95747
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kim Hitchcock <justkim511@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:26 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

As a resident of Placer County, an equestrian and hiking enthusiast I am in full support of the Hidden
Falls Reduced Plan Expansion. Thank you!
Kim Hitchcock
Sent from my iPhone

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Holback <ron@toucanmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 6:39 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

I'd like to let you know that I am adamantly opposed to the Hidden Falls expansion plan.
This is the wrong project for this location and should not be approved.
One reason for not allowing this to go forward is the increased fire danger it presents to this part of the county, an
undeniable reality that must be taken into account. During this time of climate change and devastating wildfires
ravaging our state it is our responsibility to do what we can to mitigate and eliminate potential threats to our lives and
homes. This is not the time or place to be playing with fire!
Another reason it is unwise to go forward with this is because of the traffic it will create on narrow roads that were
neither designed or built to handle the increased flow of cars and trailers. The roads in this area are at peak flow already
and an objective traffic study will show this project will overwhelm roads that have not been widened or improved in
over 50 years. A reasonable person can look at what has happened regarding the number of people in attendance at our
local state parks the past few months and realize the same will happen at Hidden Falls; a potentially mile long traffic jam
and all the unwelcome things that accompany it such as litter, road rage incidents, and cigarette embers thrown out the
windows.
A third thing to keep in mind is that just as we've seen at our state parks the majority of users will be from out of town,
and though Auburn is a kind and welcoming community, the area where Hidden Falls is located is not able to handle this
influx of visitors. If this project goes forward it will not be a regional park for local residents but rather a destination for
out of county residents to utilize at our cost. For this reason this is not a wise way to spend local taxpayer dollars.
This has been a controversial issue from it's inception and because of backing by parties who are not landowners or
stakeholders in North Auburn we are seeing a project forced upon us that will diminish our quality of life. Placer County
is huge and there are many other appropriate places for this type of development. I have read, but not been able to
verify, that 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County feel this is not a good use of taxpayer funds or property. I urge
you to do what's best for those who are truly vested in this area of Placer County.

Respectfully,
Ron Holback
1
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North Auburn property owner and resident

2
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle Hurney <fmhurney@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:45 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

"I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000 residents of
Placer County will thank you." The trails provide lots of riding area for horses, one of the main reasons I moved here.
Michelle Hurney

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kristina Jarvis <kristinajansen@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:41 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for HIdden Falls Expansion

Good morning,
I would like to express my support for the proposed hidden falls expansion. I live in Sacramento County and frequently
travel to and spend money in Placer County due to the extensive recreational activities. I am an equestrian and I hike, so
developing additional trails is high on my list of priorities. I encourage you to support the expansion as well.
Thank you,
Kristina Jarvis

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Debbie Johnson <djohn0755@aol.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:58 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project Comment

Dear Sir;
My family are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan
and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and
additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Debbie Johnson
Lincoln, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

joyce39@gmail.com
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:18 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] "To: County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

"I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. Placer
County will thank you." I use the trails frequently and so do so many of my friends. We are all home
owners and long term residents. I have lived and worked over 35 years in this county.
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nikki Julian-Vasquez <ride.nikki.ride@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:47 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] : County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

As an avid outdoor enthusiast, I fully support the proposed (even modified) expansion of the
wonderful Hidden Falls trails. I have ridden horses on nature trails for over 50+ years and still marvel at
the extreme gifts they provide and hope that generations to come will have the same open-space
and nature experiences that we have been fortunate enough to enjoy. With a feverish renewed
(Covid influence) interest in getting outdoor exercise and the high demand to experience nature on
safe and well-planned trails, the expansion of the spectacular Hidden Falls is essential for our growing
population and for those of us who have enjoyed trails for decades. We see a huge increase in
usage. Our safety and sanity depends on EXPANSION! Existing trails are simply getting too crowded
and the need for expansion has never been more essential.
Thank you for your kind consideration,
Nicola Julian-Vasquez
Nevada City, Ca.
831-252-3456
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

L Kataoka <le_kataoka@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 4:40 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
We are active hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced
Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and
additional trails for our future. We believe that the reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs and should be
approved. In addition, there are many users outside of Placer County, such as myself, who will also use and appreciate
the additional trails in this plan.
Thank you,
Lucy Kataoka and family
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, October 12, 2020 2:09 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Karen Keene

Email Address (Optional)

karenkeene512@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

Comments

Planning Commissioners:
I support the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project, as
well as the Conditional Use Permit Modification for the
“Reduced Project”. I believe that the Reduced Project, as
proposed, will be an asset to our county by providing residents
and visitors with the opportunity to enjoy nature and open
space in such a beautiful place. I applaud the County for
addressing and mitigating many of the community’s concerns.
Karen Keene, Resident of Loomis

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Donna Kelly <donnak1950@att.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12:29 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] SUPPORT FOR HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

I support Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and I strongly encourage your approval.
Avid horseback rider,
Donna Kelly
3835 Leak Lane
Loomis, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elaine Loza <gandeloza@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:46 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls expansion

Hello,
As a resident of Placer County, we are in full support for the reduced plan for Hidden Falls expansion. We strongly
encourage your approval.
Sincerely,
Elaine and Gary Loza
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sherry Mack <sherry.mack@me.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:32 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] "To: County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan. Please approve this plan, not only
for the enjoyment for generations to come, but also to preserve more places so the community can
learn to = become stewards for our public lands.
Thank you for making our community amazing!
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

sugarpine1996@sbcglobal.net
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:10 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

Dear Placer County Planner,
Hidden Falls is a wonderful addition to Placer County and surrounding areas. It is a gem. I know it
attracts people to the area as I have heard people say they want to move to Auburn because it has
such awesome trails. An expansion just makes sense for all of the residents of Placer County.
Thank you,
Helen McDermott
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary McMillan <mary.compass@me.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:17 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission; Attention: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

Dear Ms. Colbert,
Please record that I support the Hidden Falls Expansion and the reduced plan. I highly encourage
your approval. There are thousands of us who will thank the County Planning Commission for its
preservation of this beautiful outdoor treasure.
Thanks,
Mary I McMillan
202 441-1816

1

179

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jaede Miloslavich <jaede@sbbmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:26 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Planning Commission letter for Hidden Falls

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
ATTN: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I fully support Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage the Planning Commission's
approval.
99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County agree with me. Please, approve this reduced plan that
provides relief for the neighbors and enjoyment for everyone else.
Thank you,
Jaede Miloslavich and Gregory Parsons family Hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Howie&Connie Muir <hcmuir@mindspring.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:33 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attention: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I take a moment to write in order to support the Hidden Falls Expansion and support of the reduced plan that
discussions have achieved. I urge your approval of them both.
Conservation of nature’s open space, preserved for outdoor activities, offers a gift and opportunity that lasts far beyond
the debates that have brought the Commission this far. Natural space remains under increasing pressure, and future
generations will be grateful for the legacy of your decision to support this expansion and reduced plan. And so will I.
Although I live outside the County, I have made use of the park, and both my horse and I have appreciated its expanse
and amenities – thank you! – and hope to look forward to exploring its expanded boundaries.
Respectfully,
Howie Muir
10140 Stable Lane
Nevada City, CA 95959
(530) 478‐9004
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

NANCY MYERS <myers_nancy@sbcglobal.net>
Monday, October 12, 2020 9:55 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HIdden Falls Expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000
residents of Placer County will thank you.
Nancy Myers
Member Gold County Trails Council
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

toni owenacctng.com <toni@owenacctng.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:18 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

Importance:

High

Dear Sue,
Although we’re just across the county line in Nevada County, Hidden Falls is one of our favorite parks to ride.
We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. If nothing else, 2020 has
proven open space is tremendously needed for our health and sanity. I understand the reduced plan more
than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Toni
Toni Owen
Owen Accounting Services
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------15465 MacDonald Road, Grass Valley, CA 95949
89 Sheehy Court, Napa, CA 94558
(707) 888-3212 (c)
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cindy <cindypeterson@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:12 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I ride my horse often and have friends and family who use this park and I ask you to support the
Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan
addresses the neighbors needs and the community wants more trail and park access.
Thank you,
Cindy Peterson
Auburn, Ca 95602
530-368-0158
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joyce Radell <joyce39@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:26 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] To: County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

"I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000
residents of Placer County will thank you."
As a long term home owner who raised her family here this project is very special. My grand children are being raised
here and we are very active in the community. Please move on with this project my friends and I love the present trails
but they are now crowded.
Thank You
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Janis Rau <eclipse4784@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:48 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Ranch Expansion Plan

My family are active dog walkers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls
Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. My family and I will appreciate the open space and
additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Janis Rau
Loomis Ca
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dinyah Rein <dinyahrein@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:58 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] RE: Hidden Falls Expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. The park is an
invaluable resource, and it’s expansion will ensure that it continues to serve our community long into the future.
500,000 residents of Placer County will thank you.
Thank you,
Dinyah Rein
Auburn, CA
Frequent Hidden Falls user
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

lawzer@aol.com
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:36 AM
Sue Colbert
jaede@sbbmail.comff
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion

To Planning Department of Placer County, We are residents of Placer county and appreciate the multi-use Hidden Falls
Trails for dog walking, hiking and riding our horses. We support the planned expansion and parking off Bell Rd, since
Mears has only 12 equestrian spaces, and reservations required on weekends make it almost impossible to get a place
there. Thank you for preserving these open spaces for future public use and enjoyment. Ann Rubenstein and Jonathan
Zerin, 4011 Creekhaven Rd., Auburn, CA 95602
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sandy Ruggiero <sandy.ruggiero@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:42 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
** WRITE A SENTENCE OR TWO, LIKE THIS:
I love riding the Hidden Falls Trails. Often my family comes together to take a walk there also. We support the Hidden
Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will
appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors
needs.
Thank you,
Sandy Ruggiero

Ephesians 3:20 says, “God can do much, much more than anything we can ask or imagine” (NCV).
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jody Schnell <schnell.jody@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 1:45 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I am an active equestrian trail rider. I thoroughly enjoy the existing Hidden Falls trails and support the additional trails as
defined in the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan. I encourage your approval. It is my firm belief that 99% of the
500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails. I certainly look forward to
enjoying them with my children and grandchildren in the future. This reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors
needs.
Thank you,
Jody L. Schnell
Foresthill Resident
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tod S <todsnook@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 1:36 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion comment

Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
My wife and I are active hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage the Planning Commission approval. All residents of Placer County and neighboring counties
such as Nevada County will appreciate the additional trails far into the future.
Thank you,
Tod and Susan Snook
members of Gold Country Trails Council
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Spencer, Nicole <Nicole.Spencer@cbnorcal.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:42 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

Good morning.
I support approval of the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report and the
county's plan to build the Reduced Project. Hidden Falls has been a wonderful addition to
our community and its expansion will provide more trails for enjoyment by all. Living near
Auburn Valley I would love to have such easy access to trails as I currently have to drive
20-30 minutes to access any trail system.
Hidden Falls has also been a big talking point when I am working with buyers and
educating them on what Auburn has to offer. Our outdoor activities are a huge reason
why people want to move here. It is a lifestyle. Other communities provide bike and
walking paths through greenbelts and town....this is not something we have - but we have
trails through nature and the more, the better.
Thank you.
Nicole Spencer
o. 530‐886‐5720 | m. 650‐537‐1245
BRE # 02008447 **Masters Club**
www.NicoleSpencerHomes.com
Like: Facebook

Placer County Association of Realtors Masters Club Member
2016-2019 International President’s Circle Team – top 5% small teams nationwide and top 2% Northern
California (out of 4500 agents)
2019 Real Trends America’s Best Real Estate Teams – top 1% real estate professionals nationwide

*Wire Fraud is Real*. Before wiring any money, call the intended recipient at a number you know is valid to
confirm the instructions. Additionally, please note that the sender does not have authority to bind a party to a
real estate contract via written or verbal communication.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shelly Stewart <shelly@ponderite.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:54 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

Dear Sue Colbert,
Since I am unable to attend the meeting regarding the expansion plan for Hidden Falls, I wanted to send an email in full
support of this project.
I believe that the reduced plan is a good compromise for the local neighbors, while ensuring open space for decades to
come. My family has enjoyed this area for many different types of recreation; Horseback riding, mountain biking,
running and hiking. The proximity is such that is it easy to get to and within minutes you can feel like you are ‘out there’.
Please know there is so much support for this project to go through. Finding open spaces is becoming so difficult,
especially for equestrian users!
Thank you for your time.
Shelly Stewart

1

194

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy J Strazzo <tjstrazzo@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 8, 2020 9:37 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion

I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion project. I live in Shadow Rock Estates in Auburn. I have
been an avid mountain biker for 30 years. Hidden Falls has been one of my main destinations for the
last 4 years. Hidden Falls is a great asset to Placer county and the expansion project will make it
even better.
PLEASE APPROVE THE HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION PROJECT.
THANK YOU,
TiM Strazzo
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laurie Sweeney <lauriemsweeney@yahoo.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:55 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Support - County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
My husband and I are avid supporters of the Hidden Falls Expansion in its reduced form. (or
nonreduced) We daily see how important the outdoors and trails are, especially in the middle of this
pandemic. Open space is precious and badly needed as we see increasing usage of people trying to
recreate and exercise outdoors.
I am also an equestrian, and we are seeing areas available to equestrians shrink as we are outparked and crowded out by other trail enthusiasts.
As a child I watched my neighborhood get paved over in Southern California. I rode my horse along
a 4 lane highway.
Please don't let this happen to Placer County. Please preserve the open space that we have, and
provide trails and outdoor recreation for all.
Please approve the Hidden Fall Expansion.
Thank you,
Laurie Sweeney
Michael Peckham
Meadow Vista Residents
916-955-0184
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Janice Thurston <jlthurston11@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 7:04 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Hello!
I am a resident of Placer County, and I encourage your approval of the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan.
My family and I use the Hidden Falls trails. We appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The
reduced plan more
than addresses the neighbors' concerns.
Thank you,
Janice Thurston
4121 Grice Ct.
Roseville, CA 95747
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cheryl Tiburzi <tiburzi@ncbb.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:18 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Please APPROVE Expansion Hidden Falls

These new trails and parking will benefit the entire community. Please approve!
Cheryl Tiburzi
9696 Junewood Lane Loomis
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, October 12, 2020 4:29 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

J.P. Tindell

Email Address (Optional)

tindelljp@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion Project

Comments

I am writing in support of approval of this project, including
approval of the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact
Report and the county's plan to build the Reduced Project. I am
an active supporter of the Placer Land Trust, and was a lifetime
parks and recreation planning professional who knows the
invaluable contribution to a community's health of a large,
connected trail and park system. Please vote in support of this
project moving forward, thank you.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cindy Twyman <cindytwymanre@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission- Attn Sue Colbert

Dear Sue,
Im writing to you to let you know that I support the Hidden Falls expansion and the reduced plan, AND I
encourage your approval!!
I'm in El Dorado county, and frequent Hidden Falls. I feel these areas are vital to our community and thank
you for your support!!
Sincerely,
Cindy Twyman
Cindy Twyman
DRE 01235793
Premier Foothill Properties
Direct 530-320-8547
CindyTwymanRE@gmail.com
To help protect y ou r
priv acy , Micro so ft Office
prev ented au tomatic
download of this pictu re
from the Internet.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 1:22 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Richard Ulmer

Email Address (Optional)

rulmermtb@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls expansion

Comments

I really enjoy spending time riding my bike on the Hidden Falls
trails. It's a great place to get out in nature and get away from it
all.
- I support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report
of the Full Project
- I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

amy umpleby <amyump@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 9:45 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support Hidden Falls Expansion

To: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk, Placer County Planning Commission
Dear Ms. Colbert,
Please note my support for the Hidden Falls Expansion and the reduced plan. I encourage the Commission's approval. The
benefits of this project to the residents of Placer County are immeasurable.
Thank you
Amy Umpleby
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laurie Valentine <lauriev@pacbell.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:57 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion

Please, I encourage the expansion of the trails. Our young people who are equestrians are out in the fresh air, learning
responsibilities and keeping out of all kinds of trouble. Let's give all of us, young and old, wonderful places to
ride. Equestrians are excellent stewards of the land, please allow us more access.
Regards, Laurie Valentine
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Van Roo <vanroolaw@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:56 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
My wife and I are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We ride as members of the
Folsom Lake Trail Patrol and as Patrol Riders in the National Forest and on park trails throughout
Nevada and Placer Counties.
We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the
500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future.
The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
‐‐
Please take good care during these challenging times.

Yours truly,
WILLIAM A. VAN ROO
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisa Carnahan
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 7:49 AM
Sue Colbert
FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 - HFRP Trails Expansion
ProjectContinuance

From: Brian Vizzusi <bvizzusi@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:32 PM
To: Samantha Ledbetter <SLedbetter@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion ProjectContinuance
Hello Samantha,
I fully support the HFRP trail expansion project. I know that many of my neighbors in Auburn Valley are against this. I
want to make sure that my voice and or “vote” is heard and seen but am still working full time and would not be able to
attend the meeting.
Brian
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
From: Samantha Ledbetter
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:39 PM
Subject: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion ProjectContinuance
Good Afternoon,
In order to ensure that the public has ample time to review the staff‐recommended Reduced Project for the Hidden Falls
Regional Park Trails Expansion Project, the Parks Division will be requesting a continuance of the item at the September
24, 2020 Planning Commission hearing. The request will be to continue the item to the October 22, 2020 hearing date
at 5:00 PM. Parks Staff will not be providing a presentation of the proposed Project at the September 24th hearing.
Thanks,
Samantha Ledbetter
Parks Secretary
(530) 886‐4901 |Fax: (530) 745‐7544 | parks@placer.ca.gov

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
1
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taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

PJ Warmack <cows2horses@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 4:34 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Dear Sue Colbert,
I am an avid horseback rider of the Hidden Falls Regional Park. I actually live north of
Marysville, in Yuba County, but so enjoy the people, nature and trails of Hidden Falls, I am
willing to make that drive (with a 3-horse gooseneck horse trailer in tow!) many times a
year. I am happy to pay the parking fee to reserve a spot to continue support of the park.
I wholeheartedly support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your
approval. Along with Placer County residents, folks in other counties, like myself,
appreciate the opportunity to enjoy even more open space and additional trails. I believe
the reduced plan more than addresses the needs of the park's adjoining neighbors.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Pamela Warmack
10137 Oroville Highway
Marysville, CA 95901
cows2horses@gmail.com
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shelley Weisickle <shelley@weisickle.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:14 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I would like to let you know that I support the Hidden Falls Expansion with the reduced plan and
highly encourage your approval!
This would be a great service to many, many residents of Placer County.
Please consider voting YES! We all will thank you!
Regards,
Shelley & Bob Weisickle
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisa Carnahan
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 7:50 AM
Sue Colbert
FW: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 - HFRP Trails Expansion Project Continuance

From: Judith Whitman <judie@jwhitman.net>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:44 PM
To: Samantha Ledbetter <SLedbetter@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Mike Krug <mkrugavpoa@gmail.com>; Jan Tarantino <jan.tarantino339@gmail.com>; Bradley & Carolyn Clair
<carolyn.clair@yahoo.com>; Sandi Howarth <sandihowarth@sbcglobal.net>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion Project Continuance
Thank you for your message. Are there any plans for the revised project to be presented as a stand alone document. In
other words, without the confusing language of the prior project, etc. ? I believe that would be very helpful in the
review of it so that the community knows precisely what is on the table.
Thank you, Judith Whitman

From: Samantha Ledbetter <SLedbetter@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:35 PM
Subject: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion Project Continuance
Good Afternoon,
In order to ensure that the public has ample time to review the staff‐recommended Reduced Project for the Hidden Falls
Regional Park Trails Expansion Project, the Parks Division will be requesting a continuance of the item at the September
24, 2020 Planning Commission hearing. The request will be to continue the item to the October 22, 2020 hearing date
at 5:00 PM. Parks Staff will not be providing a presentation of the proposed Project at the September 24th hearing.
Thanks,
Samantha Ledbetter
Parks Secretary
(530) 886‐4901 |Fax: (530) 745‐7544 | parks@placer.ca.gov

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
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This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Adam Wilhite <adamwilhite@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:16 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

We believe this expansion will bring the greater good to the vast majority of residents.
Sincerely,
Adam Wilhite
Sent from my iPhone

1

211

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jeanine wolf <jwolf56@yahoo.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

To Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I live off Joeger Rd just a few miles from the proposed expansion, and I am writing to show my support
for the Hidden Falls Expansion (the reduced plan). I encourage your approval of this very important
project. There are so many Placer County residents (not to mention those residing in other counties)
that would benefit from having access to less crowded trails and experience the wonderful beauty
that nature offers.
Unfortunately I will be out of town on the 22nd and unable to show my support in person during the
Public Hearing before the Placer County Planning Commission. But please know that I support this
project 100% and hope the Planning Commission will do the same.
Thank you!
Jeanine Wolf
9815 Heidi Way
Auburn CA 95602
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Heidi Alechko <heidi.alechko@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12:17 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan

My family are active hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls
Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage
your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional
trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Heidi Alechko

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

baaayes@surewest.net
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 1:26 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] I support expansion

I support Hidden Falls Expansion, Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. I use and enjoy
this area on foot and on horseback. It is a valuable community asset.
Thanks for your attention to this email.
Sincerely,
Anne S. Anderson
Citrus Hts., CA

1

214

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Andrus <andrusrich@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:43 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

Hello,
I'm writing in support of the HF expansion plan. We badly
need more open space for hiking and riding horses. This
would be a great assets to Placer and surrounding counties
and it would increase the well being of everyone.
Thank you,
Rich Andrus
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gregg Bates <dccgregg@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 9:50 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Hello!
I am a resident of Placer County, and I encourage your approval of the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan.
My family and I use the Hidden Falls trails. We appreciate the open space and additional trails
for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors' concerns.
Thank you,
Gregg Bates
4121 Grice Ct.
Roseville, CA 95747
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leslie Bisharat <lbisharat@techline-sac.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:52 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
Like so many residents of and visitors to Placer County, I cherish what our citizens and
government agencies (especially the dedicated men and women in Park Planning) have
created at Hidden Falls. I was there for the dedication, I’ve hiked and ridden every trail, I’ve
pushed my mother’s wheelchair and my grandson’s strollers and I never tire of the park. But, I
admit that now I no longer visit that special place because the parking is difficult and the trails
are crowded. I urge you to approve the expansion and reduced plan for improving access and
adding trails‐‐‐ so that not only we, but future generations, can explore, enjoy and learn about
our natural world.
Thank you,
Leslie Lockhart Bisharat
7870 Eagle View Lane
Granite Bay, CA 95746

To help protect y ou r
priv acy , Micro so ft Office
prev ented au tomatic
download of this pictu re
from the Internet.

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is active.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sharon Blume <grindingrock@me.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:48 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert - Hidden Falls Expansion

I support the expansion of the Hidden Falls Trails & support the reduced plan & encourage your
approval.
Thank you very much.
Sincerely,
Sharon Blume

1
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‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Wally Gaffney <wgaffney37@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, October 3, 2020 7:09 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
As a resident on Bell Rd. I vehemently oppose this project We have bigger priorities than creating more
trails I believe funds to expansion are being misappropriated while we have other greater needs such as
increased fire protection and public safety !
Not to mention rural roads can not handle increased traffic from non‐locals
Wally Gaffney
4961 Bell Rd.
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From: Melvin Neal <themneals@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2020 2:15 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] ,
Please acknowledge that wildfires are real
More people, cars, camping, rolling blackouts,
This is our home, lifes work, childrens home
No to expansion of the park Hidden Falls our right to live in Auburn gives us a voice to say no to
popuation growth dangers, intrusions, taxation, water, resources, litter, pollution, robberies, vagrants,
loss of our way of life. Fire insurance is very costly more people more danger of limited reslources.
Please consider NO expansion on Hidden Falls Park.
Bobbie Neal
Auburn Valley resident
Registered voter
Concerned citizen
Auburn, California 95602
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

sheryl canutt <canuttsrus@caltel.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:00 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] attn: Sue Colbert , Planning Commission Clerk

Re: Hidden Falls Expansion,
My family are active dog walkers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the
Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan
more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Sheryl Canutt
canuttsrus@caltel.com
3951 Loray Lane, Auburn, CA 95602
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Matthew D. Francois
Direct Dial: (650) 798-5669
E-mail: mfrancois@rutan.com

October 14, 2020

VIA E-MAIL [scolbert@placer.ca.gov]
Honorable Anders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
County of Placer
3091 County Center Drive, Suite 190
Auburn, CA 95603
Re:

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

Dear Chair Hauge and Members of the Planning Commission:
We write on behalf of our clients, Peter and Jacqueline Caswell, in regard to the proposed
Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project (the “Project”). As noted in our May 19, 2020
letter, the Caswells have significant concerns with the adequacy of the Subsequent Environmental
Impact Report (“SEIR”) prepared by Placer County (the “County”) for the Project. The Caswells
do, however, support the reduced version of the Project (the “Reduced Project”) recommended by
Staff of the County’s Parks Division. Accordingly, we respectfully urge the Commission to
recommend approval of the Reduced Project to the County Board of Supervisors.
The Caswells’ property is located immediately adjacent to the Harvego Bear River Preserve
(“HBRP”). Full build-out of the Project would have resulted in 120 parking spaces, 10 equestrian
trailer spaces, a permanent restroom building, a helipad, and a 12,000 gallon water tank immediately
adjacent to the Caswell land. By comparison, the Reduced Project would maintain the existing status
quo at HBRP, allowing for 12 docent-led tours per year with no permanent parking or related
improvements. The Reduced Project would still provide the public with 30 miles of additional trails,
accompanied by three access points for the different areas of the trail system. 1 Access to the HBRP
by pedestrians, equestrians, and bicyclists originating from other HFRP areas would be allowed with
a backcountry access permit administered by the County’s Parks Division.
As to the full Project, the SEIR (1) is an improper subsequent environmental document and
should have been prepared as a stand-alone EIR, (2) fails to analyze the impacts of the “whole of the
project,” as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), (3) fails to adequately
analyze the full Project’s significant traffic, air quality, noise, and other impacts, (4) improperly
defers mitigation, (5) fails to analyze a reasonable range of alternatives to the Project, and (6) omits
a detailed discussion of cumulative impacts. The full Project is also inconsistent with the County’s
General Plan as detailed in our May 19, 2020 letter.
1

Contrary to statements in the staff report and accompanying resolution and findings, only two
of these three access points are “new”—Garden Bar 40 and Twilight Ride. At the existing Mears
Place parking area, 25 additional parking spaces would be added as part of the Reduced Project.
R ut an & T uc k er , L L P | 4 5 5 M ar k et S t r eet , S u it e 1 87 0
S an F r anc is c o, C A 94 1 05 | 6 50 - 2 63 - 79 0 0 | F a x 6 50 - 2 63 - 79 0 1
O r a n g e C o u n t y | P a l o A l t o | S a n F r a n c i s c o | w w w . r u t a n . c om
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Hon. Anders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
October 14, 2020
Page 2
We have reviewed the County’s responses to ours and other comments on the Draft SEIR.
We do not believe that they adequately address the significant environmental impacts of the full
Project. The County’s proposed responses to thousands of comments from nearly 500 commenters
is contained in a mere 18 pages. (Final SEIR, Section 3.0.) This does not reflect a good faith effort
at full disclosure, as required by CEQA. (See, e.g., CEQA Guidelines § 15204(a).) For instance,
there is no substantive response to the comments that the Harvego road improvements alone would
require more than 15 times the amount of grading than that assumed by the SEIR.2 This gross
underestimation undermines many, if not most, of the SEIR’s impact conclusions. Because the SEIR
and associated CEQA Findings are deficient as to the full Project, the County may not lawfully rely
on them to approve the full Project.
The resolution proposing to certify the SEIR should thus only refer to the Reduced Project
and the Reduced Project Approvals. It should also be made clear in the CEQA Findings that that
those findings only apply to the Reduced Project. Page 7 of the CEQA Findings incorrectly refers
to a helipad at HBRP. No such helipad is proposed as part of the Reduced Project. On page 62, the
CEQA Findings should be revised to read: “Based on impacts identified in the SEIR and throughout
this findings document, the County finds that the HFRP Trails Expansion Reduced Project is the
most desirable, feasible, and appropriate, and therefore rejects the Project and other alternatives as
described in the SEIR.”
The proposed conditions of approval likewise require revision to reflect the Reduced Project.
The third bullet under Condition No. 1 states that the CUP Modification covers “utilizing the existing
parking and access at Harvego Preserve off Curtola Ranch Road for access to the northern areas of
the expanded trails network . . ..” This is not accurate. Under the Reduced Project, the existing
parking and access off Curtola Ranch Road will only be made available for 12 docent led tours per
year. Please strike this language from the conditions. Similarly, revise Condition 83 to read:
“Parking areas will be limited to the general locations and sizes depicted in the Hidden Falls Regional
Park Trails Expansion Project Final SEIR, and as described further in Condition of Approval number
1.”
Revise the second sub-bullet of the fourth bullet under Condition 1 to read: “Utilization of
the current parking area graded dirt area at the north end of Curtola Ranch Road (allows parking for
approximately 18 vehicles) at the Harvego Preserve for docent-led tours only, 12 times per year.”
The description of the management areas is somewhat different from how these areas are
described in the SEIR. Condition 1 states that the management areas are depicted on Exhibit A. Yet
no such exhibit is attached to the conditions. We request that you make copies of the referenced
exhibit available for public review now.
2

These comments were supported by a detailed report prepared by Milani & Associates. (Final
SEIR, pp. 2-338 et seq.) The Final SEIR acknowledges the Milani report, but wrongly claims the
comments lack evidentiary support. (Final SEIR, pp. 2-348, 2-355, 2-358.)
2783/036136-0001
15621429.2 a10/14/20
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Hon. Anders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
October 14, 2020
Page 3
Revise Condition 1.A.i to read: “No development of new parking areas and no construction
of supporting facilities.” Add a new subsection under Condition 1.A to clarify the allowed uses in
the HFRP: “Permitted uses include only recreational uses (hiking, bicycle riding, and horseback
riding) subject to issuance of a backcountry access permit (maximum of 27 per day) as well as
grazing, agriculture, and docent-led tours (maximum of 12 per year).”3
Revise Condition 1.E to read: “Facilities common to all management areas (except Bear
River Backcountry Management Area.” In the text following Condition 1.E, explain what is
intended by the reference to conflicts between the conditions and the County’s Park Ordinance, with
the Park Ordinance taking precedence. The permit cannot be automatically amended by changes to
the Park Ordinance and such a provision conflicts with other language requiring modifications to be
processed through an amended use permit and further environmental review. Please review and
revise this language.
In sum, the Caswells support Staff’s recommendation of the Reduced Project and urge the
Commission to likewise recommend approval of the Reduced Project to the County Board of
Supervisors, with the revisions to the conditions of approval noted above.
Thank you for your consideration of our clients’ views on these important matters.
Representatives of the Caswells will be in attendance at your October 22, 2020 hearing on the
Project. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions regarding this
correspondence.
Very truly yours,
RUTAN & TUCKER, LLP

Matthew D. Francois
cc (via e-mail):
Peter & Jacqueline Caswell
Lloyd Harvego
Kathryn Oehlschlager, Esq.
Honorable Cindy Gustafson and Members of the Board of Supervisors
Lisa Carnahan, Senior Planner
Andy Fisher, Parks Administrator
Karin Schwab, Esq., County Counsel
3

To avoid trespass on neighboring lands and to ensure persons with backcountry access permits
do not overrun the Twilight Ride parking area or the HFRP, we have included a limit on the number
of backcountry access permits issued per day that is 50 percent of the proposed vehicular parking for
the Twilight Ride parking area.
2783/036136-0001
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 2:56 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Brent Collier

Email Address (Optional)

brentmc79@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Field not completed.

Comments

I go to Hidden Falls quite often, and I just wanted to say the
following:
- I support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report
of the Full Project
- I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Keith & Stephanie <kcsw4br@sebastiancorp.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:54 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

We hope the Commission will support the proposed expansion of Hidden Falls Park. It is clear that Placer
County residents make a lot of use of the existing park and will greatly benefit from the additional 30 miles of
trails. We look forward to hiking and horseback riding in the expanded County Park.
Sincerely,
Stephanie and Keith Collins
Foresthill CA

1

302

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Colleen Conley <cconley@golyon.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HF Expansion

Yes, I am in favor of the expansion, of charging a fee, and a patrol to educate visitors on how to
protect the park, i.e. not cutting trail, smoking and bbqs!
Colleen Conley
Colleen Conley
BRE 01074802
Lyon Real Estate, Auburn, CA
I cannot guarantee the veracity of
any attached documents sent to me by others. Clients must satisfy themselves as to related matters
discussed and/or agreed upon.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ginger <ginger@vfr.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 2:42 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Our family supports the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and would encourage your approval. Open space is vital
for ALL placer County residents now and for future generations to come. As active equestrians and hikers we truly value
outdoor spaces. The reduced plan takes into account of Hidden Falls neighbors while providing an additional legacy for all
to enjoy.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Virginia Cosh and family
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Shirlee Herrington
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Shirlee Herrington
Monday, September 21, 2020 2:21 PM
Megan Wood; Rachel McGuigan
Teri Ivaldi; Clayton Cook; Ken Grehm
CORRESPONDENCE: Deny the Public Works Resolution to apply for funding for the not yet approved
Hidden Falls expansion

FYI
From: Defend Granite Bay <defendgb@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 1:59 PM
To: Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Bonnie Gore <BonnieGore@placer.ca.gov>; Robert Weygandt
<RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Kirk Uhler <KUhler@placer.ca.gov>;
Suzanne Jones <suzanne.pcsupervisor@gmail.com>
Cc: protectruralplacer@gmail.com; Leslie Warren <allianceforenviroleadership@gmail.com>; Gb ca
<gbca@granitebay.com>; Michael Garabedian <michaelgarabedian@earthlink.net>; Marilyn Jasper
<mjasper2@gmail.com>; Shirlee Herrington <SHerring@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Deny the Public Works Resolution to apply for funding for the not yet approved Hidden Falls
expansion
Supervisors,
Members of Defend Granite Bay respectfully request that the following agenda item is denied.
9:50 a.m.
2. PUBLIC WORKS
Adopt a Resolution authorizing the Director of Public Works, or designee, to apply for a grant for up to
$3,027,090 to the California Natural Resources Agency for a portion of the proposed Hidden Falls Regional
Park Trails and Open Space Expansion Project.
At this time, the Hidden Falls Expansion project had not gone through appropriate public comment and as such it is
presumptive that this Board will approve the expansion.
Based on the massive public opposition to destruction of a fragile ecosystem and reliance upon a tax measure approval
to ensure adequate fire protection, this is a lost opportunity to secure funding for existing needs.
The County has a shortfall of funding for already approved projects and existing trail maintenance, as such it would be
more fiscally responsible to request funding for what is already guaranteed. Diluting resources and jeopardizing existing
projects compromises quality throughout the county.
By wasting an opportunity to secure funding for existing projects, it can be perceived by the public that their input and
concerns regarding the Hidden Falls expansion project are moot.
The Department of Public Works 5 year capital improvement plan would benefit greatly from $3 million for already
approved recreation and trail projects awaiting funding. By applying for a not yet approved project, an opportunity is
being missed. This should be of great concern for you as well as the public which would directly benefit from this
windfall.
1
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Public Works should indeed apply for the grant, however, for an already approved project which a reasonable person
can draw the conclusion would carry more weight in being granted the funds.
The Defend Granite Bay Board and members

Sent from my iPhone

2
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laura <gv14224@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:46 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Comment Hidden Falls public hearing

Placer County Planning Commission
Sue Colbert, PC clerk
Hidden Falls is a Recreation jewel in Placer County. I support the expansion plan. It offers present
and future generations access to open space and trails.
Placer County has done a great job in providing this park for all to enjoy. The concerns for safety
have been addressed with parking management and Park closure during high fire danger.
Thank you Placer County for expansion and improvements at Hidden Falls.
Laura Duncan

Sent from my iPad

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scott Eldridge <scotteldridge@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 10:03 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

This email is to strongly support the Hidden Falls Expansion. We look forward to walking our dog on the new trails, and
appreciate the compromises necessary in the Reduced Plan.

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer Eppler <jeneppler70@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:46 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Our family moved to this area because we were looking for someplace to ride our horses that had safe trails, good trailer
parking and thoughtful, courteous trail users. We found all of that and more with the Hidden Falls trails. It is a treasure
and we support all efforts to keep the trails something that can be enjoyed by those that are visiting as well as those
that live in close proximity.
We feel that the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan will address concerns on all sides and encourage your approval.
Thank you for your consideration,
Bruce and Jennifer Eppler

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Langdon Fielding <langdonfielding@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:36 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

We are horseback riders and dog walkers that use the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open
space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.

thank you,
langdon

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sharma Gaponoff <slgaponoff@icloud.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 1:12 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
My friends and I are active horseback riders of Hidden Falls trails. Each of us supports the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. We have been informed that an astounding 99% of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County appreciate Hidden Falls open space and are delighted with the prospect of additional trails for our future.
There are always going to be grumpy neighbors to deal with, but we believe that the Reduced Plan more than addresses
all the the surrounding neighbors needs, including the grumpy ones. Thus, the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan will
please nearly all of the placer County residents as well as those in surrounding counties who utilize Hidden Falls. The
continuing COVID‐19 pandemic has demonstrated to us all the urgency of preserving our rapidly disappearing open
space. We are hopeful that the Placer County Planning Commission will approve these expansion plans by preserving
adjacent acreage to this beautiful open space for now and in perpetuity.
Thank you,
Sharma Gaponoff
Endurance rider
Hidden Falls rider
Author of “Tevis From The Back of My Horse"

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Michael Garabedian <michaelgarabedian@earthlink.net>
Thursday, September 24, 2020 4:45 PM
Sue Colbert; Lisa Carnahan
[EXTERNAL] Re: Hidden Falls Trails Expansion project FSEIR Placer County Planning Commission
September 24, 2020 Agenda Item 3
Hidden Falls Park & Williamson Act contrated lands.pdf

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Corrections noted.

On Sep 24, 2020, at 4:28 PM, Michael Garabedian <michaelgarabedian@earthlink.net> wrote:
To: Placer County Planning Commissioners Samuel Cannon, Anders Hauge, Nathan Herzog, Richard
Johnson, Jeffrey Moss, Wayne Nader, and Larry Sevison.
Placer County Tomorrow thanks you for this opportunity to address the project and Placer County legal
inadequacies regarding:



Williamson Act Agricultural Preserve and Williamson Act Contracted land violations of the
Williamson Act and the California Constitution Article on enforceable restrictions, and,
CEQA disclosure and analysis of impacts on agricultural lands in Agricultural Preserves and
Williamson Act Contracts.

The foundation of the Williamson Act is the California Constitution Article XIII, Section 8—Enforceable
Restrictions provision:
"To promote the conservation, preservation and continued existence of open space lands, the
Legislature may define open space land and shall provide that when this land is enforceably restricted, in
a manner specified by the Legislature, to recreation, enjoyment of scenic beauty, use or conservation of
natural resources, or production of food or fiber, it shall be valued for property tax purposes only on a
basis that is consistent with its restrictions and uses."
This Constitutional provision applies to the Williamson Act (Government Code 51230 et seq.), Timber
production Zoning (Government Code 51100 et seq.), and Conservation Easements (Civil Code 815 et
seq.).
The attachment to this e‐mail has a map of Williamson Act contracted land in the PCCProgram area. The
green line drawn on it is an outline of the Hidden Falls reduced project "Exhibit A Reduced Project
Comparison” sheet, also attached. It does not have or identify Williamson Act Agricultural
Preserves. Williamson Act contracted lands must be located and mapped as must Agricultural
Preserves, and must be in the CEQA documents, but are missing.

1
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The map on Exhibit A shows the great extent to which Williamson Act land designations in the
area would be further fragmented by the Hidden Falls Park and trails expansion. Scattered parklands
are central to and dominate the area. The parklands and trails demonstrate that this region has, by
County Actions alone, been becoming a recreation area converted from agricultural uses and values.
One example about how trails are incompatible with agriculture is that they open access to littering with
aluminum and other beverage containers. Many agricultural practices disking, cutting, turning soil,
haying, other crop harvesting and fire prevention practices could result in shredded aluminum
consumed by and killing livestock.
For Hidden Falls expansion, the county has largely focused on efforts to interpret zoning. What is first
surprisingly missing and necessary is interpretations for Williamson Act Agriculture Preserves as well as
contracted land, along with state, county and local requirements, and adequate knowledge of and
familiarity with agriculture and its practices.
Key Williamson act protections applying to Preserves (Government Code 51230 et seq.) includes:
Government Code 51238.1.
"(a) Uses approved on contracted lands shall be consistent with all of the following principles of
compatibility:
"(1) The use will not significantly compromise the long‐term productive agricultural capability of the
subject contracted parcel or parcels or on other contracted lands in agricultural preserves.
"(2) The use will not significantly displace or impair current or reasonably foreseeable agricultural
operations on the subject contracted parcel or parcels or on other contracted lands in agricultural
preserves. Uses that significantly displace agricultural operations on the subject contracted parcel or
parcels may be deemed compatible if they relate directly to the production of commercial agricultural
products on the subject contracted parcel or parcels or neighboring lands, including activities such as
harvesting, processing, or shipping.

"(3) The use will not result in the significant removal of adjacent contracted land from agricultural or
open‐space use
In evaluating compatibility a board or council shall consider the impacts on noncontracted lands in the
agricultural preserve or preserves.
”
This has not happened for the Hidden Falls project as a matter of fact or as a matter of applying the
Act. Agricultural compatibility is appllied to far more than contracted land alone.
Court decisions interpreting and enforcing the Williamson Act reflect this legislative intent in acting the
bill carried by John Williamson who retired from the California legislature as Chief of Staff of the Senate
Rules Committee around 1977:
"51220.
The Legislature finds:
(a) That the preservation of a maximum amount of the limited supply of
agricultural land is necessary to the conservation of the state’s economic resources,
and is necessary not only to the maintenance of the agricultural economy of the
state, but also for the assurance of adequate, healthful and nutritious food for
future residents of this state and nation."
2
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Rural Recreation requires approval of a Minor Use Permit on Williamson Act contracted land.
"The planning department shall consult with the agricultural commissioner when making determinations
under this section.
"A. Compatible Uses Only. Sections 51238 et seq., of the Act require that the county limit the uses of
land allowed on contracted lands to those that are compatible with continuing agricultural operations.
After the execution of a contract, no land use shall be established on property subject to a contract
except for the uses shown in Table 2. Compliance with the land use permit requirements and
development standards of this Chapter 17 is also required. Definitions of each of the land uses in Table 2
may be found in Article 17.04 of this chapter.
For convenience, Table 2 shows the land use permit required by this chapter for each compatible use in
the applicable zone district. However, in the event of any conflict between Table 2 and the requirements
of the other provisions of Chapter 17, the other provisions shall control.
"B. Specific Compatibility Provisions. An approved contract shall contain the information in
subsection (A), and any tailored provisions that limit the compatible uses allowed under any specific
contract. The specific compatible uses authorized under a contract shall be based on the type of
agricultural operation that qualifies the site for the contract, and the type of agricultural operations on
surrounding properties, that may be affected by the establishment of compatible uses on the subject
site. The specific compatible uses authorized under a contract shall also consider the principles of
compatibility provided by Section 51238 et seq., of the Act.
Placer County Code 17.64.090.
Recreational uses must be on land “in its agricultural or natural state” which clearly does not include
bike riding or equestrian use. Trails for other than agriclutural use or other facilities for public
participation are questionable. Muni Code 17.64.090:
“Recreational use” means the use of land in its agricultural or natural state by the public, with or
without charge, for walking, hiking, picnicking, camping, swimming, boating, fishing, hunting, or other
outdoor games or sports for which facilities are provided for public participation. Any ancillary
structures necessary for a recreational use shall comply with Section 51238.1 of the Act and this article."
The couple minutes spent discussing agricultural “consistency" at the Parks Commission meeting shows
inadequate attention to Williamson Act compatibility requirements, and does not reflect application of
essential knowledge of agriculture by the county or land trusts.
It was stated with certainty at the hearing that Land Trust lands and projects have nothing to do with
county efforts. This is incorrect for many if not all conservation easements that require notice to
counties and county consent before they can become effective.
Placer County has a problematic record when it comes to enforcing established Williamson Act contracts
and TPZ rezoning requests that are required to take 9‐10 years to end.
The question of what is compatible with agricultural lands needs to start over with the various
mandated requirements.
Do inform us about when this project has been on a Placer County Agricultural Commission agenda, and
if it has, inform us of the date or dates. This needs to happen if it hasn't been an Agricultural
Commission agenda numbered item.
3
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Mike Garabedian
Co‐founder
Placer County Tomorrow
Lincoln
916‐719‐7296

4
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tara gee <taralgee@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:16 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

As an avid trail rider and hiker as well as member of Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Association, I would love to see the
approval of the Hidden Falls expansion (reduced plan).
Thank you for your consideration.
Tara L Gee
Loomis
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christine Haas <christinehaas26@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:19 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

Dear Sue,
I would love to express my support of the expansion of the Hidden Falls trails. I’m fairly new to the
area, but have been an avid horsewoman for many years. This expansion opens up miles of new
territories to explore and for us to enjoy and treasure. This preservation of nature brings value to the
region and reinforces Auburn’s place as the “Endurance Capital of the World.”
~ Christine
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Helen Harvey <helentharvey@icloud.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 10:58 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I’m a hiker, backpacker, and equestrian. I love the expansion plan for Hidden Falls. It expands the
miles of trails and parking available for all users. Open space and trails are a precious resource that
need to be preserved and expanded for future generations.
Thanks,
Helen Harvey
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Erika Hazen <eahazen@hotmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:07 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

I DO NOT support the Hidden Falls expansion. I am very concerned about fire danger. I am a Placer
County landowner since 1964. Opening this backcountry to the public is NOT a good idea! Please
register my disapproval with the planning commission.
Erika Hazen
Sent from my iPad
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maureen Henderson <mmhenderson@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:35 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] SUPPORT FOR HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

I am a 30+ year resident of Newcastle. I am an active equestrian and visit Hidden Falls about once a week. The Reduced
Plan more than addresses the neighbors’ concerns. I look forward to your approval of the Reduced Plan.
Thank you.
Maureen Henderson
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jim Herbert <jimandkandi@mycci.net>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 10:15 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

We have resided in Placer County since 1986. We started riding at Hidden Falls when it was a cattle ranch. We were
thrilled when the land trust acquired it because we knew that eventually the public would be able to access this
wonderful asset to Placer County. We support the total expansion of the trails and most importantly the staging areas
to make access easier and take the pressure off of Mears Road. This expansion needs to proceed and it does so with the
blessing of most long term residents of Placer County like ourselves and our neighbors.
Jim Herbert & Kandi Kost‐Herbert
9211 Billy Mitchell Blvd.
Roseville, CA 95747
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kim Hitchcock <justkim511@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:26 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

As a resident of Placer County, an equestrian and hiking enthusiast I am in full support of the Hidden
Falls Reduced Plan Expansion. Thank you!
Kim Hitchcock
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Holback <ron@toucanmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 6:39 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

I'd like to let you know that I am adamantly opposed to the Hidden Falls expansion plan.
This is the wrong project for this location and should not be approved.
One reason for not allowing this to go forward is the increased fire danger it presents to this part of the county, an
undeniable reality that must be taken into account. During this time of climate change and devastating wildfires
ravaging our state it is our responsibility to do what we can to mitigate and eliminate potential threats to our lives and
homes. This is not the time or place to be playing with fire!
Another reason it is unwise to go forward with this is because of the traffic it will create on narrow roads that were
neither designed or built to handle the increased flow of cars and trailers. The roads in this area are at peak flow already
and an objective traffic study will show this project will overwhelm roads that have not been widened or improved in
over 50 years. A reasonable person can look at what has happened regarding the number of people in attendance at our
local state parks the past few months and realize the same will happen at Hidden Falls; a potentially mile long traffic jam
and all the unwelcome things that accompany it such as litter, road rage incidents, and cigarette embers thrown out the
windows.
A third thing to keep in mind is that just as we've seen at our state parks the majority of users will be from out of town,
and though Auburn is a kind and welcoming community, the area where Hidden Falls is located is not able to handle this
influx of visitors. If this project goes forward it will not be a regional park for local residents but rather a destination for
out of county residents to utilize at our cost. For this reason this is not a wise way to spend local taxpayer dollars.
This has been a controversial issue from it's inception and because of backing by parties who are not landowners or
stakeholders in North Auburn we are seeing a project forced upon us that will diminish our quality of life. Placer County
is huge and there are many other appropriate places for this type of development. I have read, but not been able to
verify, that 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County feel this is not a good use of taxpayer funds or property. I urge
you to do what's best for those who are truly vested in this area of Placer County.

Respectfully,
Ron Holback
1
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North Auburn property owner and resident

2
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle Hurney <fmhurney@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:45 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

"I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000 residents of
Placer County will thank you." The trails provide lots of riding area for horses, one of the main reasons I moved here.
Michelle Hurney
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kristina Jarvis <kristinajansen@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:41 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for HIdden Falls Expansion

Good morning,
I would like to express my support for the proposed hidden falls expansion. I live in Sacramento County and frequently
travel to and spend money in Placer County due to the extensive recreational activities. I am an equestrian and I hike, so
developing additional trails is high on my list of priorities. I encourage you to support the expansion as well.
Thank you,
Kristina Jarvis
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Debbie Johnson <djohn0755@aol.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:58 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project Comment

Dear Sir;
My family are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan
and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and
additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Debbie Johnson
Lincoln, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

joyce39@gmail.com
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:18 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] "To: County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

"I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. Placer
County will thank you." I use the trails frequently and so do so many of my friends. We are all home
owners and long term residents. I have lived and worked over 35 years in this county.
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nikki Julian-Vasquez <ride.nikki.ride@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:47 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] : County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

As an avid outdoor enthusiast, I fully support the proposed (even modified) expansion of the
wonderful Hidden Falls trails. I have ridden horses on nature trails for over 50+ years and still marvel at
the extreme gifts they provide and hope that generations to come will have the same open-space
and nature experiences that we have been fortunate enough to enjoy. With a feverish renewed
(Covid influence) interest in getting outdoor exercise and the high demand to experience nature on
safe and well-planned trails, the expansion of the spectacular Hidden Falls is essential for our growing
population and for those of us who have enjoyed trails for decades. We see a huge increase in
usage. Our safety and sanity depends on EXPANSION! Existing trails are simply getting too crowded
and the need for expansion has never been more essential.
Thank you for your kind consideration,
Nicola Julian-Vasquez
Nevada City, Ca.
831-252-3456
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

L Kataoka <le_kataoka@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 4:40 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
We are active hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced
Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and
additional trails for our future. We believe that the reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs and should be
approved. In addition, there are many users outside of Placer County, such as myself, who will also use and appreciate
the additional trails in this plan.
Thank you,
Lucy Kataoka and family
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, October 12, 2020 2:09 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Karen Keene

Email Address (Optional)

karenkeene512@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

Comments

Planning Commissioners:
I support the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project, as
well as the Conditional Use Permit Modification for the
“Reduced Project”. I believe that the Reduced Project, as
proposed, will be an asset to our county by providing residents
and visitors with the opportunity to enjoy nature and open
space in such a beautiful place. I applaud the County for
addressing and mitigating many of the community’s concerns.
Karen Keene, Resident of Loomis

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Donna Kelly <donnak1950@att.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12:29 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] SUPPORT FOR HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

I support Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and I strongly encourage your approval.
Avid horseback rider,
Donna Kelly
3835 Leak Lane
Loomis, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elaine Loza <gandeloza@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:46 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls expansion

Hello,
As a resident of Placer County, we are in full support for the reduced plan for Hidden Falls expansion. We strongly
encourage your approval.
Sincerely,
Elaine and Gary Loza
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sherry Mack <sherry.mack@me.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:32 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] "To: County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan. Please approve this plan, not only
for the enjoyment for generations to come, but also to preserve more places so the community can
learn to = become stewards for our public lands.
Thank you for making our community amazing!
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

sugarpine1996@sbcglobal.net
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:10 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

Dear Placer County Planner,
Hidden Falls is a wonderful addition to Placer County and surrounding areas. It is a gem. I know it
attracts people to the area as I have heard people say they want to move to Auburn because it has
such awesome trails. An expansion just makes sense for all of the residents of Placer County.
Thank you,
Helen McDermott
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary McMillan <mary.compass@me.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:17 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission; Attention: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

Dear Ms. Colbert,
Please record that I support the Hidden Falls Expansion and the reduced plan. I highly encourage
your approval. There are thousands of us who will thank the County Planning Commission for its
preservation of this beautiful outdoor treasure.
Thanks,
Mary I McMillan
202 441-1816
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jaede Miloslavich <jaede@sbbmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:26 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Planning Commission letter for Hidden Falls

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
ATTN: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I fully support Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage the Planning Commission's
approval.
99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County agree with me. Please, approve this reduced plan that
provides relief for the neighbors and enjoyment for everyone else.
Thank you,
Jaede Miloslavich and Gregory Parsons family Hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Howie&Connie Muir <hcmuir@mindspring.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:33 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attention: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I take a moment to write in order to support the Hidden Falls Expansion and support of the reduced plan that
discussions have achieved. I urge your approval of them both.
Conservation of nature’s open space, preserved for outdoor activities, offers a gift and opportunity that lasts far beyond
the debates that have brought the Commission this far. Natural space remains under increasing pressure, and future
generations will be grateful for the legacy of your decision to support this expansion and reduced plan. And so will I.
Although I live outside the County, I have made use of the park, and both my horse and I have appreciated its expanse
and amenities – thank you! – and hope to look forward to exploring its expanded boundaries.
Respectfully,
Howie Muir
10140 Stable Lane
Nevada City, CA 95959
(530) 478‐9004
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

NANCY MYERS <myers_nancy@sbcglobal.net>
Monday, October 12, 2020 9:55 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HIdden Falls Expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000
residents of Placer County will thank you.
Nancy Myers
Member Gold County Trails Council

1

346

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

toni owenacctng.com <toni@owenacctng.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:18 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

Importance:

High

Dear Sue,
Although we’re just across the county line in Nevada County, Hidden Falls is one of our favorite parks to ride.
We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. If nothing else, 2020 has
proven open space is tremendously needed for our health and sanity. I understand the reduced plan more
than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Toni
Toni Owen
Owen Accounting Services
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------15465 MacDonald Road, Grass Valley, CA 95949
89 Sheehy Court, Napa, CA 94558
(707) 888-3212 (c)
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cindy <cindypeterson@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:12 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I ride my horse often and have friends and family who use this park and I ask you to support the
Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan
addresses the neighbors needs and the community wants more trail and park access.
Thank you,
Cindy Peterson
Auburn, Ca 95602
530-368-0158
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joyce Radell <joyce39@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:26 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] To: County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

"I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000
residents of Placer County will thank you."
As a long term home owner who raised her family here this project is very special. My grand children are being raised
here and we are very active in the community. Please move on with this project my friends and I love the present trails
but they are now crowded.
Thank You
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Janis Rau <eclipse4784@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:48 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Ranch Expansion Plan

My family are active dog walkers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls
Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. My family and I will appreciate the open space and
additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Janis Rau
Loomis Ca
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dinyah Rein <dinyahrein@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:58 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] RE: Hidden Falls Expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. The park is an
invaluable resource, and it’s expansion will ensure that it continues to serve our community long into the future.
500,000 residents of Placer County will thank you.
Thank you,
Dinyah Rein
Auburn, CA
Frequent Hidden Falls user
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

lawzer@aol.com
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:36 AM
Sue Colbert
jaede@sbbmail.comff
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion

To Planning Department of Placer County, We are residents of Placer county and appreciate the multi-use Hidden Falls
Trails for dog walking, hiking and riding our horses. We support the planned expansion and parking off Bell Rd, since
Mears has only 12 equestrian spaces, and reservations required on weekends make it almost impossible to get a place
there. Thank you for preserving these open spaces for future public use and enjoyment. Ann Rubenstein and Jonathan
Zerin, 4011 Creekhaven Rd., Auburn, CA 95602

1

353

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sandy Ruggiero <sandy.ruggiero@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:42 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
** WRITE A SENTENCE OR TWO, LIKE THIS:
I love riding the Hidden Falls Trails. Often my family comes together to take a walk there also. We support the Hidden
Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will
appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors
needs.
Thank you,
Sandy Ruggiero

Ephesians 3:20 says, “God can do much, much more than anything we can ask or imagine” (NCV).

1

354

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jody Schnell <schnell.jody@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 1:45 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I am an active equestrian trail rider. I thoroughly enjoy the existing Hidden Falls trails and support the additional trails as
defined in the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan. I encourage your approval. It is my firm belief that 99% of the
500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails. I certainly look forward to
enjoying them with my children and grandchildren in the future. This reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors
needs.
Thank you,
Jody L. Schnell
Foresthill Resident
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tod S <todsnook@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 1:36 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion comment

Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
My wife and I are active hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage the Planning Commission approval. All residents of Placer County and neighboring counties
such as Nevada County will appreciate the additional trails far into the future.
Thank you,
Tod and Susan Snook
members of Gold Country Trails Council
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Spencer, Nicole <Nicole.Spencer@cbnorcal.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:42 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

Good morning.
I support approval of the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report and the
county's plan to build the Reduced Project. Hidden Falls has been a wonderful addition to
our community and its expansion will provide more trails for enjoyment by all. Living near
Auburn Valley I would love to have such easy access to trails as I currently have to drive
20-30 minutes to access any trail system.
Hidden Falls has also been a big talking point when I am working with buyers and
educating them on what Auburn has to offer. Our outdoor activities are a huge reason
why people want to move here. It is a lifestyle. Other communities provide bike and
walking paths through greenbelts and town....this is not something we have - but we have
trails through nature and the more, the better.
Thank you.
Nicole Spencer
o. 530‐886‐5720 | m. 650‐537‐1245
BRE # 02008447 **Masters Club**
www.NicoleSpencerHomes.com
Like: Facebook

Placer County Association of Realtors Masters Club Member
2016-2019 International President’s Circle Team – top 5% small teams nationwide and top 2% Northern
California (out of 4500 agents)
2019 Real Trends America’s Best Real Estate Teams – top 1% real estate professionals nationwide

*Wire Fraud is Real*. Before wiring any money, call the intended recipient at a number you know is valid to
confirm the instructions. Additionally, please note that the sender does not have authority to bind a party to a
real estate contract via written or verbal communication.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shelly Stewart <shelly@ponderite.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:54 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

Dear Sue Colbert,
Since I am unable to attend the meeting regarding the expansion plan for Hidden Falls, I wanted to send an email in full
support of this project.
I believe that the reduced plan is a good compromise for the local neighbors, while ensuring open space for decades to
come. My family has enjoyed this area for many different types of recreation; Horseback riding, mountain biking,
running and hiking. The proximity is such that is it easy to get to and within minutes you can feel like you are ‘out there’.
Please know there is so much support for this project to go through. Finding open spaces is becoming so difficult,
especially for equestrian users!
Thank you for your time.
Shelly Stewart
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy J Strazzo <tjstrazzo@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 8, 2020 9:37 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion

I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion project. I live in Shadow Rock Estates in Auburn. I have
been an avid mountain biker for 30 years. Hidden Falls has been one of my main destinations for the
last 4 years. Hidden Falls is a great asset to Placer county and the expansion project will make it
even better.
PLEASE APPROVE THE HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION PROJECT.
THANK YOU,
TiM Strazzo
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laurie Sweeney <lauriemsweeney@yahoo.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:55 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Support - County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
My husband and I are avid supporters of the Hidden Falls Expansion in its reduced form. (or
nonreduced) We daily see how important the outdoors and trails are, especially in the middle of this
pandemic. Open space is precious and badly needed as we see increasing usage of people trying to
recreate and exercise outdoors.
I am also an equestrian, and we are seeing areas available to equestrians shrink as we are outparked and crowded out by other trail enthusiasts.
As a child I watched my neighborhood get paved over in Southern California. I rode my horse along
a 4 lane highway.
Please don't let this happen to Placer County. Please preserve the open space that we have, and
provide trails and outdoor recreation for all.
Please approve the Hidden Fall Expansion.
Thank you,
Laurie Sweeney
Michael Peckham
Meadow Vista Residents
916-955-0184
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Janice Thurston <jlthurston11@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 7:04 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Hello!
I am a resident of Placer County, and I encourage your approval of the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan.
My family and I use the Hidden Falls trails. We appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The
reduced plan more
than addresses the neighbors' concerns.
Thank you,
Janice Thurston
4121 Grice Ct.
Roseville, CA 95747
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cheryl Tiburzi <tiburzi@ncbb.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:18 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Please APPROVE Expansion Hidden Falls

These new trails and parking will benefit the entire community. Please approve!
Cheryl Tiburzi
9696 Junewood Lane Loomis
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, October 12, 2020 4:29 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

J.P. Tindell

Email Address (Optional)

tindelljp@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion Project

Comments

I am writing in support of approval of this project, including
approval of the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact
Report and the county's plan to build the Reduced Project. I am
an active supporter of the Placer Land Trust, and was a lifetime
parks and recreation planning professional who knows the
invaluable contribution to a community's health of a large,
connected trail and park system. Please vote in support of this
project moving forward, thank you.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cindy Twyman <cindytwymanre@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission- Attn Sue Colbert

Dear Sue,
Im writing to you to let you know that I support the Hidden Falls expansion and the reduced plan, AND I
encourage your approval!!
I'm in El Dorado county, and frequent Hidden Falls. I feel these areas are vital to our community and thank
you for your support!!
Sincerely,
Cindy Twyman
Cindy Twyman
DRE 01235793
Premier Foothill Properties
Direct 530-320-8547
CindyTwymanRE@gmail.com
To help protect y ou r
priv acy , Micro so ft Office
prev ented au tomatic
download of this pictu re
from the Internet.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 1:22 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Richard Ulmer

Email Address (Optional)

rulmermtb@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls expansion

Comments

I really enjoy spending time riding my bike on the Hidden Falls
trails. It's a great place to get out in nature and get away from it
all.
- I support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report
of the Full Project
- I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

amy umpleby <amyump@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 9:45 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support Hidden Falls Expansion

To: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk, Placer County Planning Commission
Dear Ms. Colbert,
Please note my support for the Hidden Falls Expansion and the reduced plan. I encourage the Commission's approval. The
benefits of this project to the residents of Placer County are immeasurable.
Thank you
Amy Umpleby
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laurie Valentine <lauriev@pacbell.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:57 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion

Please, I encourage the expansion of the trails. Our young people who are equestrians are out in the fresh air, learning
responsibilities and keeping out of all kinds of trouble. Let's give all of us, young and old, wonderful places to
ride. Equestrians are excellent stewards of the land, please allow us more access.
Regards, Laurie Valentine
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Van Roo <vanroolaw@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:56 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
My wife and I are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We ride as members of the
Folsom Lake Trail Patrol and as Patrol Riders in the National Forest and on park trails throughout
Nevada and Placer Counties.
We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the
500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future.
The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
‐‐
Please take good care during these challenging times.

Yours truly,
WILLIAM A. VAN ROO
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisa Carnahan
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 7:49 AM
Sue Colbert
FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 - HFRP Trails Expansion
ProjectContinuance

From: Brian Vizzusi <bvizzusi@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:32 PM
To: Samantha Ledbetter <SLedbetter@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion ProjectContinuance
Hello Samantha,
I fully support the HFRP trail expansion project. I know that many of my neighbors in Auburn Valley are against this. I
want to make sure that my voice and or “vote” is heard and seen but am still working full time and would not be able to
attend the meeting.
Brian
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
From: Samantha Ledbetter
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:39 PM
Subject: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion ProjectContinuance
Good Afternoon,
In order to ensure that the public has ample time to review the staff‐recommended Reduced Project for the Hidden Falls
Regional Park Trails Expansion Project, the Parks Division will be requesting a continuance of the item at the September
24, 2020 Planning Commission hearing. The request will be to continue the item to the October 22, 2020 hearing date
at 5:00 PM. Parks Staff will not be providing a presentation of the proposed Project at the September 24th hearing.
Thanks,
Samantha Ledbetter
Parks Secretary
(530) 886‐4901 |Fax: (530) 745‐7544 | parks@placer.ca.gov

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
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taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

PJ Warmack <cows2horses@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 4:34 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Dear Sue Colbert,
I am an avid horseback rider of the Hidden Falls Regional Park. I actually live north of
Marysville, in Yuba County, but so enjoy the people, nature and trails of Hidden Falls, I am
willing to make that drive (with a 3-horse gooseneck horse trailer in tow!) many times a
year. I am happy to pay the parking fee to reserve a spot to continue support of the park.
I wholeheartedly support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your
approval. Along with Placer County residents, folks in other counties, like myself,
appreciate the opportunity to enjoy even more open space and additional trails. I believe
the reduced plan more than addresses the needs of the park's adjoining neighbors.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Pamela Warmack
10137 Oroville Highway
Marysville, CA 95901
cows2horses@gmail.com
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shelley Weisickle <shelley@weisickle.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:14 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I would like to let you know that I support the Hidden Falls Expansion with the reduced plan and
highly encourage your approval!
This would be a great service to many, many residents of Placer County.
Please consider voting YES! We all will thank you!
Regards,
Shelley & Bob Weisickle
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisa Carnahan
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 7:50 AM
Sue Colbert
FW: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 - HFRP Trails Expansion Project Continuance

From: Judith Whitman <judie@jwhitman.net>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:44 PM
To: Samantha Ledbetter <SLedbetter@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Mike Krug <mkrugavpoa@gmail.com>; Jan Tarantino <jan.tarantino339@gmail.com>; Bradley & Carolyn Clair
<carolyn.clair@yahoo.com>; Sandi Howarth <sandihowarth@sbcglobal.net>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion Project Continuance
Thank you for your message. Are there any plans for the revised project to be presented as a stand alone document. In
other words, without the confusing language of the prior project, etc. ? I believe that would be very helpful in the
review of it so that the community knows precisely what is on the table.
Thank you, Judith Whitman

From: Samantha Ledbetter <SLedbetter@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:35 PM
Subject: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion Project Continuance
Good Afternoon,
In order to ensure that the public has ample time to review the staff‐recommended Reduced Project for the Hidden Falls
Regional Park Trails Expansion Project, the Parks Division will be requesting a continuance of the item at the September
24, 2020 Planning Commission hearing. The request will be to continue the item to the October 22, 2020 hearing date
at 5:00 PM. Parks Staff will not be providing a presentation of the proposed Project at the September 24th hearing.
Thanks,
Samantha Ledbetter
Parks Secretary
(530) 886‐4901 |Fax: (530) 745‐7544 | parks@placer.ca.gov

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
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This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.

2

374

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Adam Wilhite <adamwilhite@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:16 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

We believe this expansion will bring the greater good to the vast majority of residents.
Sincerely,
Adam Wilhite
Sent from my iPhone

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jeanine wolf <jwolf56@yahoo.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

To Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I live off Joeger Rd just a few miles from the proposed expansion, and I am writing to show my support
for the Hidden Falls Expansion (the reduced plan). I encourage your approval of this very important
project. There are so many Placer County residents (not to mention those residing in other counties)
that would benefit from having access to less crowded trails and experience the wonderful beauty
that nature offers.
Unfortunately I will be out of town on the 22nd and unable to show my support in person during the
Public Hearing before the Placer County Planning Commission. But please know that I support this
project 100% and hope the Planning Commission will do the same.
Thank you!
Jeanine Wolf
9815 Heidi Way
Auburn CA 95602
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Hidden Falls Regional Park
Expansion Project
(PLN19-00187)
Comments Received
After Packet Distribution

Planning Commission
October 22, 2020
1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Julia Arnold <juliadarnold@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 2:44 PM
Supervisor Gore; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Please support Hidden Falls Trail Expansion!

October 21, 2020:
I strongly support the proposal to add more trails in Placer County with the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project by
partnering with The Placer Land Trust.
For residents concerned about having increased traffic and trails near their property lines:
 Please consider the positive impact this will have on your property values. Younger generations put a premium
on recreational access.
 After park closures due to COVID many clearly see the luxury of having direct trail access from their
neighborhood. My husband and I are millennials who were searching for years for a home with direct trail
access. Similar to Robie Point in Auburn, great trail access creates demand and an active, engaged community.
With responsible parking and rules (PLC does an excellent job at this), the expanded trails can serve and better distribute
our large population of local outdoor recreationalists. The vast majority of which are respectful, responsible, and
significantly contribute to the local economy by purchasing gas, food and drink, bike shop services and so forth.
The Parks commission has worked hard to consider and incorporate all points of view on this Expansion Project, and has
voted unanimously that the proposal be adopted in its current form. Please respect their work building consensus and
thanks for your time and consideration.
Thank you,
Julia Arnold Granite Bay, CA

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Erik <tileandsand@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 10:28 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] 10/22 Planning Commission Meeting

I have lived on Lone Star Rd since 1978 when Hwy 49 was two
lanes. I have made the turn left from Hwy 49 Northbound to
Lonestar Rd countless times and have sat in the "Suicide" or left
hand turn lane waiting to turn left across two lanes of traffic onto
Lone Star Rd, as you sit in a passenger vehicle you can feel the 65
mph+ traffic buffeting you as cars, trucks and semi trucks carrying
loads of freshly cut pine trees whizzes by you from behind and head
on. In a 3 - 4 thousand pound car or truck it will take approx 2-3
second to cross two lanes from a dead stop, in dry conditions with
lite traffic this can be daunting. If you expect a full size heavy duty
truck with a single or double horse trailer filled with live animals in
excess of 8 thousand pounds to navigate this turn from a dead stop
in under 7-8 seconds, I would like to see your report as this will be
happening several times a day and thousands of times a year as per
your EIR.
Have any of the people deciding the direction of this project
attempted these turns in a passenger vehicle at various times of the
day or weather conditions? In a truck with a horse trailer loaded
with live animals? Please keep in mind people will be coming to the
proposed park that have never been in this area or navigated these
turns or roads, This will be a single decision of "Can I make this
turn with a full size truck and fully loaded horse trailer" against
oncoming traffic over and over again for as long as this park exists.
If I were to sign my name to approval of this park, I would not like
the odds of multi vehicle accidents taking the lives of residents and
people looking to recreate in Auburn. Please keep in mind that
Cramer Rd will experience the same issues. As a resident of Lone
1

3

379

star Rd and the Community of Auburn I am opposed to this project
due to the severe danger to human lives this will create.
Sincerely, Erik Bewernick
‐‐

Erik Bewernick

2
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nicole D <ndolney@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 4:23 PM
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Please expand the Hidden Falls trail network

Hi!
I am writing today to encourage you to support the expansion of the Hidden Falls trail network.
Being able to access the outdoors and enjoy nature has been a key way for our family to get exercise and solitude during
the busy lives we all live. In particular, we spend hours on the trails mountain biking, which is one of the activities our
kids enjoy most and are most excited to do.
Expanding the trails at Hidden Falls would provide greater access and more terrain for us to enjoy, but also provide a
safer experience during this lengthy pandemic. Accessing and enjoying the outdoors has been a greater challenge to do
safely given the high numbers of people doing the same. This isn’t necessarily a bad outcome. It’s wonderful that more
people are appreciating the lands/spaces we hold dear, but it’s clear that more space will be needed to meet these
pressures on our open spaces.
Therefore, I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project, including more trailheads/access points.
Nicole Bourne and family
Davis, CA and Soda Springs, CA
‐‐
~N

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 3:20 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Barbara Brenner

Email Address (Optional)

bbrenner18@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Expansion

Comments

I support approval of the Final Supplemental Environmental
Impact Report for the Hidden Falls project. My family has
owned farm land on Hwy 193 for over 35 years. A generation
grew up on the property and often hiked Hidden Falls while
growing up. The areas is growing in population and we have
the opportunity to share the beauty of this area in a responsible
and eco-friendly way. Lets preserve more land and ensure
sustainable growth in Placer County.
I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project.
Thank you
Barbara Brenner

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeremy Bridge <1bridgej1@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 4:04 PM
Sue Colbert; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail expansion - Why its important

I support more trails with Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project because the more parking, the more trailheads,
spreading out of crowds and the healthy activities it introduces will benefit everyone accessing the expansion.
Jeremy Bridge
530.592.6238

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rylie Christian <rylie.e.christian@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 8:10 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion

Good morning,
I’m writing to give my support for more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. With the expansion of this
already popular trail area, the benefits are numerous for expanding. More parking would give even more people the
chance to get out and enjoy nature. In a study done by Yale University (2020), they found a strong correlation between
time spent in nature and psychological well‐being. This would benefit the entire community, and I strongly urge you to
pass this!

Thank you,
Rylie Christian
Roseville

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

christopher <csdye@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 7:46 PM
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

I support more trails with in the Hidden Falls Trails expansion project.Having more space for people to get into
the hills and dales is very important for society.Having more parking and access to trailheads will benefit all
persons in Placer County.Outdoor spaces for families is very important.
Thanks,Chris Dye
Auburn

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Michael Cortes <mjcort27@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 9:36 PM
Sue Colbert
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project

Hi! I support the Hidden Falls Expansion Project. It will provide more access to trails, have families
enjoy nature, decongest traffic and parking space at the Main Hidden Falls Parking lot.
This project will provide great benefit to the community and surrounding areas by getting people
outside enjoying the land God gave us. Proper land management and good health to its citizens.
Please approve it.
Michael Cortes
El Dorado Hills, Ca
Sent from my iPhone

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Defend Granite Bay - A Community Association <defendgb@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 1:55 PM
Sue Colbert
Gb ca; Leslie Warren; protectruralplacer@gmail.com; Marilyn Jasper
[EXTERNAL] Comments for Planning Commission Hearing 10/22/2020 - Agenda Items 3 and 5

Ms Colbert,
Please see that our comments are available to the Planning Commissioner.

Defend Granite Bay submits the following comments as part of the Administrative Record.
5. HIDDEN FALLS REGIONAL PARK TRAILS EXPANSION PROJECT CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT MODIFICATION (PLN19‐
00187)
At this time, California is burning, the nation is experiencing a contentious election, is in the midst of a world‐wide
pandemic, economic crisis and unpredictable recovery from loss of jobs and local businesses and the strain being
experienced by every resident dealing with a complete change in life style and concern for loved ones. We request that
this non‐essential and highly controversial item is continued until such time that the economic impacts of the current
state of affairs can be fully understood.
As the proposal is a net zero financial benefit to Placer County and there are budget shortfalls for maintenance of
existing parks and trails, it would be irresponsible to further dilute and reduce available funds through expansion.
While the concept of added parks and trails is a bonus to the community, Auburn is considering a tax measure for
adequate fire protection and as such creating additional areas open to camping and human initiated fires jeopardizes
not only the community but the lives of first responders. It is predicted that California will be facing another year of low
rainfall and adding more burn susceptible areas without guarantees of a tax measure being approved is speculative.
As a non‐essential project, we request that this Planning Commission consider the cumulative drain and potentially life
threatening decision by approving even the reduced alternative until adequate fire protection is secured and the full
economic impacts of COVID are more clearly defined. The County is already attempting to withhold promised raises and
jeopardizing benefits of our essential and highly valued Sheriff's Department.
It is fairly argued that the future budgets for other programs will be impacted as well through lost wages, lost sales tax
revenues and lost businesses. Fiscal restraint should be considered in light of a predictable COVID‐19 resurgence in
conjunction with the flu season. There is no need to rush approval.
Please put safety and fiscal responsiblity at the forefront.
Defend Granite Bay Board
And members

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Steve Dennison <stevemdennison@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 10:35 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

I am writing to voice my support for the expansion of Hidden Falls. I have hiked and bikes at the park several times. It is
a beautiful place.
However, expanding the park would allow more parking and would spread the visitors throughout the park. It would
also attract more visitors, such as myself, who have lunch in the area after a ride, shop at local shops and fuel up our
cars.
But above all, it allows greater opportunities for everyone to get outside, enjoy the beauty of nature and engage in a
healthy activity.
Please support the proposed expansion of the park.
Respectfully,
Steve Dennison
Sacramento

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dave Desrosiers <desrodave@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 12:09 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] I support Hidden Falls Trail Expansion project as is

I support the expansion project for Hidden Falls. The greater Sacramento area is in dire need of more outdoor
recreation space and trails. Covid has had a tremendous impact and has brought MANY new trail users greatly
impacting existing trail systems with over crowded conditions. This is awesome and amazing to see and new trails and
recreation opportunities are always a benefit to everyone for healthy outdoor activities.
David Desrosiers
Folsom California
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

christopher <csdye@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 7:50 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden falls Expansion

I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails expansion project.Getting more people into the hills and dales
of the country side in important for society.Having more parking and trailheads will allow Placer County
families to enjoy the outdoors more.
Thanks Chris Dye
Auburn
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October 20, 2020

Placer County Planning Commission
Meeting: October 22, 2020
As a third generation resident of the Mt Vernon Road and Bell Road areas, I am even more set
against the Hidden Falls Expansion after reviewing the lack of non-biased findings of the SEIR
that produces no solutions to the actual existing problems.
-

-

-

-

-

We are NOT opposed to the format Placer Land Trust currently uses of DOCENT-LEAD
TOURS for a set amount of days per year. This is the best method of having the public
access the trails in a respectful and safe manner for guests, conservation, agriculture,
livestock, wildlife, and the neighbors of these trails. OPEN PUBLIC ACCESS IS NOT
EQUIVALENT TO CONSERVATION!
The cost for the purchase of the Twilight Ride Property PRIOR to full approval of the
project is an extreme waste of our taxpayer money. There has already been millions of
our taxpayer dollars spent on the existing Hidden Falls Preserve, and the problems and
maintenance are still not complete.
After attending many local MAC and Placer County Parks meetings, one thing became a
constant statement: There is not enough money and staff to maintain, repair, and
complete the existing parks and projects in our County that already exist. The Placer
County Parks Board of Directors repeated consistently that there was not enough
funding and staff to repair county pools, parks, and facilities that are already established
in our county. When will one of our Boards finally stand up and say “NO” to any new
developments until existing can be repaired and maintained first??? The cost to our
local county residents in taxes and fees is already too much. A million dollars for 50
acres prior to an approved plan??? Has it already been approved behind the scenes??
With over 900 miles of trails in our county already, when will it be enough? Our county
already has a development map of more trails through and around the Sierras to
contend with and yet it is still not enough?
With the Mears Drive entrance to Hidden Falls already having a negative impact on local
residents, traffic, and rescue. The heavy infiltration of visitors this year to our area
parks, American River, and the Lake Tahoe Basin, have shown that much more is needed
to protect our local areas from the damage of these visitors before opening more public
space to them. Dangerous parking, illegal campfires, blocking emergency access and
neighboring roads, trash left along roadways and local businesses, defecating along area
roadways, forests, and private property. We have seen the results of this along the exits
of I80 and the local resident’s signs posted to stop these ourselves. Cal Trans cannot
even keep the rest stops open and functioning for the I80 corridor travelers in our
county, causing the travelers to use our local businesses our forests instead. If our
county cannot control these existing areas, how can they move towards more?
Page 1 of 2
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-

-

The traffic on our local and insufficient roadways has still not been resolved. Dangerous
accidents with horse trailers and excessive vehicles will become and additional expense
to our already low staffed emergency entities. Who will be funding these additional
rescues?
How do helicopter pads help with fire control? How does a 12,000 gallon fixed water
tank fight a fire 2,000 acres away?
Why do we now spend approximately $60,000 on four truck/trailer loads of goats (too
late in the season) when cattlemen used to pay to graze the same areas?
When do the Boards that represent our local tax payers use good business
management, and say ENOUGH, no more new until we can maintain and preserve what
we already have, without raising our taxes. It doesn’t seem to be starting at the state
level, so maybe it needs to start at the local level where our boards are supposed to be
representing our county’s best business practices and its citizen’s best interests.

With all of the needs our rural community needs, another expansion of a regional park does not
seem to be a priority of funding at this time. Rural internet access for employees and students
working from home due to COVID-19, help for families and the children who have been sent
home, property insurance for high risk rural areas, and the medical and housing needs for the
increasing number of addicts, mentally ill, and housing should be dealt with prior to more trails
when so many already exist.
Thank you for your time,
Patrick, Jan, Jordan, and Seth Ferreira
4609 Bell Road, Auburn
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Matt Fox <mattfox@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 2:06 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion Public Comment

Please do not let a small but vocal group of opponents to this project dissuade the Planning Commission from
recommending approval of this project. The county has done surveys and there is a great deal of public support in the
county for more parks and trails. The Hidden Falls expansion is a great opportunity for the county and I urge the
Planning Commission to support the project.
Thank you.
Matt Fox
Loomis, California

1

17

393

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Goad <ak.goad@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 10:10 AM
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

Good morning!
I am emailing my support for more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
As a Sacramento resident and avid cyclist, I often travel to Placer county to mountain bike. I often choose to go to other
parks because of the limited parking at Hidden Falls.
I would love to spend more time at Hidden Falls, where I would purchase a day pass and spend more time in Auburn to
have lunch or stop for errands before heading back to Sacramento.
Best,
A. Katie Goad
Sacramento, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dan <dan.haeger@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 11:26 AM
Sue Colbert; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Creek Trails Expansion Project

Hi,
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Cycling is growing at an
exponential rate since COVID arrived. And we need more trail options to accommodate all the new
users. More trails, more locations, more trailheads will help bring more people into healthy
outdoor activities. The hidden falls is a great area and helping more people experience it is a noble task.

Dan Haeger
San Francisco, CA
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October 21, 2020
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion SEIR
To All Concerned:
I recently watched a program by Richard Attenborough on “Our Planet”. He stressed that we need to
slow down and do ‘nothing’ in pockets of the world so that species can recover. It seems that Placer
Legacy had that very intention in mind when purchasing large tracts of land and limiting development.
By introducing pathways, humans, dogs and horses, the environment becomes stressed. Many
respondents indicated that they want the additional trails because they are stressed and need a place to
wander and enjoy nature. Has anyone asked the flora and fauna that will be affected? Don’t the native
plants and animals hold any weight in this process. Yes, they have looked for endangered species and
tried to mitigate for disturbing their habitat, but since when does paying a fee ever make up for lost
habitat. Placer County knows that asking developers to ‘pay a fee’ instead of providing affordable
housing within a new development has not worked out at all. The amount collected cannot possibly
provide for a just mitigation, and this is another instance that is subject to that same formula. Please
keep this additional property as open space.
I would also like to address concerns brought to light from the lawyers for the Auburn Valley Home
Owners. A specific issue is that of the ownership of Auburn Valley Road. All documentation points to
this being a private road, except for a vague document in someone’s folder at the County. Until the
legality of Auburn Valley Road ownership can be fully vetted, the County has no business planning to
open it up for public access, especially in the numbers forecast. Please address all legal concerns
before moving forward with this SEIR.
The Traffic Study by PRISM Engineering is also of concern. It raises the many issues of curvy, narrow
roads in this part of the County. Residents know first-hand how many near misses they endure on a
daily basis. Just because there was not an accident report doesn’t mean that these situations do not
exist. The line-of-sight requirements are especially troubling as the SEIR does not seem to take into
account the volume, speed and condition of the roadways. Another, more viable, study should take
place to accurately measure truck & trailer traffic. The accident mitigations proposed on Highway 49 are
years in the future and it would be prudent to wait until these measures are in place before making an
amended traffic study. Please wait on this project until traffic issues can be fully addressed and Placer
County has enough money to upgrade the roads affected fully, not just for a Phase One project.
Finally, I would like to address the fire issue. For years Placer County has had a concern with its Fire
Stations. There have been consolidations, bond measures and reduction of services. By adding this
additional burden onto the already stressed system, we are not providing adequate safety measures for
ANY resident. Currently there is a growing fiscal imbalance and service funding gap due to property tax
revenues being insufficient to support basic levels of service and growth in fire service cost having
outpaced revenues. The five-year projections for the County Fire Control Fund (20718-18 through 202122) show a 21% increase in costs offset by a 6% increase in revenues, resulting in a projected cumulative
shortfall of $6.3 M in 2021-22, excluding capital costs of replacing outdated apparatus, providing
adequate facility maintenance, nor implementing nationally recommended standards for quality
fire/EMS services. Also, interesting is that in the Community Risk Assessment Plan it identifies North
Auburn as having the highest number of incident-calls for the entire County. Is this why my Fire

20

396

Insurance was cancelled – as was that of many of my neighbors? How can we introduce more humans
(the cause of 95% of all fires) into this area that we know is of above-average fire risk? Is this something
that will weigh on your conscience? With 60% of the visitors coming from out of the area and not
having a stake in the safety of those neighborhoods, it is like introducing a time bomb. Please value the
safety of our neighborhoods with respect of fire danger and stop or reduce the Hidden Falls Expansion.
I realize that the SEIR comments do not include a fiscal evaluation, but until Placer County can
adequately provide services for fire, transportation, communication (most of the residents in the
affected area do not have adequate internet and cellphone service), and maintenance (already have
maintenance issues at current Hidden Falls property) of the new project, there is no justification to
move forward on this project.
Respectfully,

Pam Hart (40 year resident at this address)
10395 Blue Heron Court
Auburn, CA 95602
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sara Heuston <slheuston@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 11:54 AM
Sue Colbert; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails

Dear Planning Commission Clerk and Board of Supervisors,
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project for healthy family activities that
benefit everyone by including more parking, more trailheads, its spreads out the crowds for safety.
I support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report of the Full Project.
I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan.
County surveys and other forums show the public has consistently shown a desire for more public
trails and open space. Open space should be for everyone.
Thank you for all you do and for listening. Stay safe and healthy!
Sara Heuston
Orangevale, CA
Life has Options. Exercise Them!
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shawn Housholder <shousholder@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 10:42 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden falls trail expansion

With regard to the expansion of hidden falls park
"I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project because it expands the opportunities for hiking close
to home.
Lincoln and by extension the western placer county is sorely lacking in open spaces with opportunity for hiking in the
way that the current hidden falls provides. The expansion would lessen overcrowding. Parking / metering and give the
residents of the suburbs a place to enjoy nature and get outside. I support this expansion as it the demand for outdoor
activities and space in the placer and Sacramento area only expands.
Shawn housholder
Lincoln, ca
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Greg Howard <gahoward@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 7:12 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls support

Hello,
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. The value to the larger community is large. As a 30+
year resident of Placer County and frequent mountain biker at Hidden Falls, I would love to have the additional parking,
more trail space and healthy outdoor activities for me and my family. This is so critical to the quality of life in Placer
County and would be quite disappointing to have this proposal rejected because of a small number of concerned
residents that may never use this wonderful resource.
Thank you,
Greg Howard
Granite Bay

1

24

400

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roland Jackson <roldog27@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 8:52 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion project as planned

I support more trails because what we currently have is crowded at Hidden
Falls and in the Sacramento area in general. I love to get away from the
driveways after driveways in my neighborhood in Rocklin to Hidden Falls
every week. There I normally can't hear cars or airplanes. The trails are well
maintained. I have a guaranteed place to park. It's invaluable. Currently we
mountain bikers have only 3 places to choose from locally: Hidden Falls,
Auburn State Recreation Area, and Folsom Lake. All of these places are very
busy and often crowded. We are eager to have more trails to ride.
More parking options, and more trailheads spread out crowds. There is
practically only one trail back to the parking lot out of Hidden Falls now; that
trail is like a rush hour freeway after 9:30 am on the weekends. I hate to be
on the Poppy Trail headed out on the weekend after 9 in the
morning. There's just too many people to have an enjoyable uninterrupted
ride up that hill.
I've been going to Hidden Falls since 2015. There's only one thing wrong
with it: It's too small, especially during this Pandemic, when more and more
families are looking for a place to go that isn't closed down to exercise
Roland Jackson
5026 Bradford Dr
Rocklin CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeff Jurach <Jeff@jurach.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 8:05 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project

Dear Board of Supervisors,
I’m writing in support of the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion project.
I’m a 64 years old who has enjoyed the outdoors for all my life. I’m a rock climber, skier, runner, road cyclist, and in the
last 10 years become an avid mountain biker. In this last year, my 60 year‐old wife discovered mountain biking as well,
and it’s something we do together nearly every other day. She introduced me to Hidden Falls from her equestrian
experiences there.
Mountain biking is a great sport for anyone – it’s outdoors, it’s as easy or hard as one wants it, it’s a perfect family sport,
unobstructed by expensive lift ticket prices or access fees. We need more of that, and especially at Hidden Falls – it’s
beauty, its remoteness mixed with easy access. It’s really perfect, and I ask that you consider what these things mean to
the public and vote in favor of the Hidden Falls Expansion Project.
Thank you for your consideration.

Jeff Jurach
916 . 485.5335
Jeff@Jurach.com
Sacramento, CA 95825
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Damien Keehn <damien.keehn@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 11:45 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion

October 21, 2020
I would like to voice my support for the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion.
As a 20 year resident of Placer County, I enjoy and appreciate our open spaces. I regularly run and bike in Roseville’s
wetlands near my home and have come to highly value public spaces (with restrooms in particular). During this
pandemic, open spaces have been a sanity saving outlet for getting out of the house safely, for myself, and MANY
others. I also appreciate the preservation of our local habitat and history.
Increasing public open space makes Placer County an even better place to live and work.

Thank you,
Damien Keehn (Roseville)
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“Hidden Falls Project and SEIR Traffic Study Response to AECOM”
The response prepared by AECOM, which was most likely done by KDA to the traffic study
prepared by Prism Engineering, did not directly address the concerns raised in the traffic study.
They have deflected with statements of other personnel to downplay the fire concern and also
downplayed the level of service analysis methods (stating that it is the way Placer County has
always done it, but that is not true..; Peak Hour factors matter and they affect LOS). They state
that LOS is no longer the metric to be used because it is now an EIR. That is true for EIR’s, but it
is not true if the County has a General Plan circulation element which does address level of
service standards. SAFETY MATTERS. Safety cannot be ignored by producing a whole lot of
boiler plate text that actually dodges the issues, and makes the burden too great for the reader
to know if the questions are even being addressed or answered in an acceptable way. What
should happen in the response is, the original QUESTION should be given and not the
responders interpretation of what the question is. For example on page 2-10.
“Comments have suggested that the intersection LOS calculations were not done correctly and
that alternative assumptions regarding PHF’s should be employed that would result in
projections for longer delays at some intersections.”
This paraphrasing is dismissive. The original statements are missing. No one can correlate what
was answered and where. Everything in the response is vague and general. If the county paid
AECOM for this level of work, they should demand their (our) money back.
I strongly recommend that the entire board of supervisors and the planning commission take
the time to drive these roads and ask themselves if they would want to have to evacuate in an
emergency with significant additional traffic being added due to visitors to Hidden Falls. Also
please remember that many of the visitor will not be familiar with driving on these roads.
If AECOM is so convinced that safety is NOT an issue, one of their principal engineers should
make that declaration with his or her professional license noted. With the death toll from fires
of the past few years, mostly coming from people not being able to get out, it is long past time
that Placer County address emergency evacuation before adding projects that will increase
traffic. Does Placer County even have an emergency evacuation plan? I attempted to search
for one on the internet and came up with nothing. The county should have an emergency
evacuation plan that comes up immediately using any of the popular search engines (Google,
Bing, etc.). Until this is in place every supervisor that approves projects that increase traffic on
unsafe roads jeopardizes the life and safety of residents, visitors, and emergency personnel.
If AECOM is not willing to clearly state that they see no safety concern with the additional
traffic and as I mentioned before note the individual and their professional license number and
stamp, I submit that their response is not worth the paper it is written on. Please reconsider
the safety issue before you proceed further with this or any other project.
Respectfully submitted:
Mike Krug, Auburn Valley
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paul Levy <paulevy2@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 9:56 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] support for Hidden Falls expansion

Now more than ever, the public needs outdoor spaces to stay active, healthy, and appreciate nature. I STRONGLY
support improving the Hidden Falls trail system and making use of land that is already publicly owned by expanding
access and the trail network.




I support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report of the Full Project.
I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan.
County surveys and other forums show the public has consistently shown a desire for more public trails
and open space.

Thank you,
Paul Levy
Regional Cyclist/Hiker/Outdoor Enthusiast
Sacramento, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

stewart mcmorrow <redskyforestry@live.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 11:28 AM
Sue Colbert; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Please expand HIdden Falls!

To Whom It May Concern,
I am a resident of Auburn and grew up in this area. I would like to express my strong support for the
Hidden Falls expansion project. Many of us who are happy to hear about this don't have the time or
opportunity to express our support in person, and I am happy to be able to email that to you now.
Expanding trails and access to them greatly improves the quality of life in communities, supports local
businesses and brings visitors to our region. Without these benefits, our community would not be as
special, would not be as attractive to people, would not experience the increase in property values and just
wouldn't be the same.
As a past resident of Tahoe City and also of Winters, two vastly different communities, I can bring a
personal perspective on this topic. Tahoe City has miles of recreational access, lots of tourist dollars
flowing into the community and is seen as an attractive place to live. Winters has no public land, has little
to no tourism and is seen as just another valley town. Our family briefly moved to Winters... while we liked
the people, we found it to be an isolated area with nothing to do and left the area and spent our money
elsewhere every weekend, ultimately moving away. I'd hate for Auburn to succumb to the same fate if we
did not continue to support great community projects like the Hidden Falls Trails expansion that bring
interesting and valuable assets to our area.
Don't let the NIMBY's ruin it for the larger population who see this as an improvement. The NIMBY's are
vocal because they are against it, but there remains a much larger population who quietly support this.
Let's keep moving Auburn forward and not stagnate in the opposition to great community projects!
Stewart McMorrow
North Auburn
530.379.5085
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Teresa Muscarella <trmdesigns@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 10:06 AM
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
CCF05172020.pdf

Attached are my comments for the upcoming meeting.
Please enter them into the meeting.
I really question why you are trying to push this through during this trying time in our lives without the
support of our MAC. We have no voice. It is very disappointing.
Teresa Muscarella
Home Design Professional

925-980-7534
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Teresa Oakes <taroakes@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 9:01 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] I am in Opposition to the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion

Planning Commission members,
As a long-time resident of the north Auburn area, an avid hiker, biker and
outdoors-woman, and a user and lover of the Hidden Falls Park, I am in
strong opposition to the planned expansion being proposed. There are
many reasons I oppose the expansion but a few of the main reasons
follow:








I believe the greatest need for financial resources in Placer County at
this time is fire prevention and risk mitigation work. Using scarce
county resources towards expanding the park at this time is a double
blow to this most pressing and urgent of needs, since the expansion
and accompanying increase in visitors will not only utilize the
resources that could otherwise have been spent towards mitigating
fire risks, but increase the fire risk and the dangers associated with
that.
The adverse environmental impact to wildlife and plant habitats in
order to create new parking, access roads and other accommodations
for increased visitors would be detrimental to the natural beauty and
rural charm of our region.
The impact to the long-standing rural agricultural communities of our
region would be devastating. These farming and ranching areas are a
rich part of the diversity of our rural area and a key aspect driving the
"farm-to-fork" movement locally.
The increased traffic would negatively impact both local residents
and native wildlife in our rural community and greatly decrease the
quality of life for those living in the Auburn area.
1
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For these reasons and more, I strongly oppose expanding Hidden Falls.
Thank you for hearing my concerns.
Sincerely,
Teresa Oakes
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Tony Piazza <tonyprealestate@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 10:29 PM
Sue Colbert
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls and my illness

Hello,
My name is Frank Piazza and I would like to talk to you today about how Hidden Falls has impacted my life. I am a single
father that suffers from diabetes. One of the things I've taken up in my life to help stay fit and active is mountain biking.
The first trails I went out and road when I had gotten back into mountain biking 5 year ago were at Hidden Falls. Since I
have taken many friends there to ride, I have started a YouTube Channel and I have posted videos from Hidden Falls,
and now that my son is old enough I take him to ride Hidden Falls with me.
This is a place I go for exercise, to relieve stress, and to fight depression. This regional park has meant the world to me
the past 5 years and I would love to see it grow. More trailheads for parking on busy weekends would be so nice. More
trails to spread people out over the park instead of having them mostly within the first of trails would be nice. I'm sure
with the growing popularity of the park the traffic has become an issue for locals. More trailheads would spread out that
traffic and not put all of it on the once street as it does now.
In closing I love this park and it is a true Gem of Placer County. I would love to see it grow in the future.
Frank Piazza
Roseville CA.

‐‐
Frank Piazza
(916) 223‐7500
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeremy Ramer <jramer28@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 8:06 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden falls Trails Expansion

I oppose the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion for the following reasons:
- The County is eliminating rural ag communities
- Increasing the exposure of 6,000 families to the fire danger
- Significantly increasing traffic on rural roads never meant to sustain high traffic
- Significant increase in VMTs
-Adversely impacting the environment through the destruction of plant water and wildlife habitats to
create trails access roads, and bridges
- Fiscal drain on County resources
Jeremy Ramer
Bell Rd Auburn CA
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Adrian Randal <arandal@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 9:32 AM
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden falls trails support

HI there,
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project as I believe cycling is a safe and
healthy sport that needs more safe (off road) places for people to ride. This will offer more places for
people to ride, and more parking, and more accessibility.

Adrian Randal
Albany, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 3:46 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Field not completed.

Email Address (Optional)

jrethier@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Expansion

Comments

I support the trail expansion at Hidden Falls.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:




Wes Roberson <sarwr6@aol.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 3:23 PM
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project

I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project So that my
children and others have the opportunity to enjoy the outdoor activities there (e.g.
hiking and running).
More parking, more trailheads, spread out crowds, allow for our healthy outdoor
activities for family and individuals to participate in and overall benefit everyone.
Wes Roberson
Roseville
Regards,
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roughster <roughster3@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 6:55 AM
Sue Colbert; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project

Hello!
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project for many reasons. Expanding
recreational opportunities at Hidden Falls provides further incentive for the public to get outside and
explore our natural public lands. This creates many positive societal benefits including connecting people
to the land in a meaningful way, which promotes protecting them in the future. It also helps combat the
growing number of obese children and adults who live sedentary lifestyles. Increasing the overall park access

addresses some of the already pressing concerns for the exiting Hidden Falls park such as limited parking and highly
concentrating all users into a single choke point.
While I do not live in the immediate area, I travel to Hidden Falls probably 3‐4 times a year with my family. My son and I
mountain bike. My wife and daughter hike. We always patronize local business including the nearby wineries,
breweries, shops and restaurants. I know that we are not the only ones who bring much needed tax revenue and local
business support to this area because of Hidden Falls. Expanding these opportunities keeps family's like mine coming
and will encourage others to do the same. It's a win win for everyone!
Aaron Rough
Vacaville, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jen Russell <russellfam@wavecable.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 6:07 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Expansion is needed for Placer County residents to
safely enjoy the park. More parking and more trailheads will allow people to spread out. Although there are a lot of
healthy activities for families we need more options.
I also think that Placer County residents should get priority in getting reservations.
Jennifer Russell
Auburn resident
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Delana Ruud <druud@inreach.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 4:59 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

To:
Placer County Planning Commission
From: Delana Ruud
10800 Cramer Rd.
Auburn, CA 95602
Dear Members of the Commission:
I am very disappointed in much of the Final Hidden Falls Expansion SEIR. While basic CEQA regulations have been met,
CEQA leaves much to be desired for this type of project that requires an EIR or in this case a Supplemental EIR. Much of
what is missing is the human element impacts that this projects will have on the Lone Star area.
Thus, I as ask that you not approve this SEIR.
Some have said those of us who are part of Protect Rural Placer are nothing but a bunch of NIMBYs. But they have never
asked to meet with us or tried to understand what our concerns are. I doubt that few have read the draft SEIR or the
Final SEIR. They just want the all the trails and all of the parking lots. Period. They don’t seem to care what the impact
will be on our neighborhood, the impact on agriculture, that it will greatly increase the probability of wildfire in a high to
extreme wildfire zone as designated by CalFire, or that they will glut our substandard county roads. The thing we fear
the most is the probability of wildfire. It is not a matter of IF, it is only a matter of WHEN that might happen. If you look
at the CalFire maps, you will note that about 2/3rd of the Hidden Falls 1200 acres are designated as a “HIGH” risk wildfire
zone and the further N/NW you go all the way to the Bear River, it becomes “EXTREME”. While it is true there have not
yet been any fires at HF,it is only a matter of time. People in the know have found illegal campsites in the last few years,
cigarette butts in the dry grass. One, along with her husband heard a bunch of noise back in the woods off their Curtola
Rd. home, so they took a walk and sneaked up on 4 tresspassing mountain bikers, who had flung their bikes down in the
tall dry August 2019 grass and were flaked out, all smoking a joint. One was heard to say, “you know, we could camp
back here & no one would ever know”. There is no doubt that illegal camping is already happening. In addition, area
ranchers have had repeated run‐ins with trespassing bikers, who just peddle off. Also of concern are trespassers, theft,
losing fire insurance, noise, litter, gawkers looking for what they might come back to steal at night, Talk to those who
live in the Mears neighborhood. They have had it all.
The “wanters” evidently had plenty of contact with the Parks Department. CEQA requires that the lead agency meet
with those whom would be impacted. But in the 15 years this project has been in process, the Park Dept. early on
never reached out to meet with the ranchers or others in the area that would be impacted. There was one small
meeting last year, but neither I or my brother, Bart Ruud was able to attend. You would have thought they would have
learned something from the mess they created and still exists in the Mears neighborhood.
In addition, the County DID NOT contact property owners within 300 feet of the Twilight Ride property prior to the
purchase for use for a parking lot and other amenities and use as a trailhead access to the Taylor Ranch Preserve. I
believe this action was illegal, but in our attendance at that Board of Supervisor meeting, where they voted to go
forward with the purchase, we were all but laughed out of the room. In addition, it is my belief that the actual
finalization of the purchase of the Twilight Ride site the day after the Draft SEIR was released, was also illegal according
to CEQA regulations and a California State Supreme Court ruling that indicates that a public agency may not finalize
purchase of property until AFTER an EIR/SEIR has been finalized. This SEIR has NOT been finalized.
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As stated earlier, our major concerns are the probability of wildfire in the whole of the acreage all the way from Hidden
Falls to the Bear River. CalFire states that over 90% of wildfires are man caused. Yet, even the Master response is all but
cavalier. It is only a matter of time. The Parks Dept. can’t even determine how many hikers, bikers equestrians or dogs
might be on the trail on a high use day. Yet it is only logical that the more people in this high wildfire zone, the greater
the risk of fire with the possibility of terrible consequences. So far this year, CA has had over 4 million acres burn and by
luck, so far Placer County has escaped a major calamity. But, the fire season is far from over. Nor do they state they
have any idea how to contact people if they need to evacuate. They have no idea how to “control” the Backcountry Pass
hikers‐bikers or equestrians other than to rely on word of honor. How about the cheaters, who get dropped off/walk in
the private roads? How are they accounted for? That is why I have mentioned use of a wristband with indelible ink be
used as an identifier for every person, dog and horse.
Then there is the matter of those needing to be rescued for a medical emergency. Placer County Fire Station 180 on
Atwood Rd is the lead provider of this service. According to a Special Brd. of Supervisor hearing I attended yesterday,
Oct. 20, 2020, this Placer County Fire Dept. station is in serious financial trouble and is currently operating at a deficit of
13%, approximately $409K per year, which will continue to accelerate unless something is done to rectify its budget
shortfall. According to data provided , Station 180 is the busiest First Responder station. Somehow the first responder
needs of Hidden Falls need to be directly tied into the financial needs of Station 180. I would suggest a $5.00 entry fee
per person, dog and horse for Placer County Residents and a $10.00 entry fee for out‐of‐county residents, with the fees
to be divided between the Parks Dept. and Station 180. For those who need rescuing, not on my dime. Relatively cheap
insurance is available for risk‐takers to be trescued. The County needs to talk to those who run the 100 Mile Western
States Run and Tevis Cup for information. Need a helicopter rescue…$10,000 or First‐Responder…$1500‐2,000. How
about the Hidden Falls rescue last year that took 4 vehicles and finally a helicopter….all on Placer County taxpayer’s
dime.
Lastly, there is my concern regarding Bell, Cramer and Lone Star Roads. All are substandard, especially Cramer Rd, which
legally is not wide enough to have a stripe down the middle and has serious blind curves All have undulations, no curbs,
deep ditches‐some on both sides of the road, yet none of this is covered by the EIR. You need to drive all of these roads
to experience the first‐hand thrill of the possibility of being forced into the ditch above the NID reservoir as I was last
summer. I felt lucky the oncoming vehicle missed my by about 6 inches and other than blowing a front tire, felt lucky to
escape with my life. I can’t wait for a truck pulling a horse trailer to meet another vehicle taking his half out of the
middle to meet on one of the blind curves. It will not be a pretty site.
As a Commission, you hold much power that will have a tremendous impact on the fate of the Lone Star area. Your role
is changing and you must consider the safety of the 6,000 homeowners who will be impacted by this well intentioned
but ill planned Expansion.
I ask that you deny passage of this request.
Delana Ruud
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Shevock <ron_shevock@yahoo.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 4:43 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project

To Whom It May Concern,
Just wanted to write to voice my opinion that I support more trails with the Hidden Falls
Trails Expansion Project. I have been an avid user of the existing network of trails for
many years, and there has been a need for an increase for a long, long time. More
recently, it has become even more important as more people impacted by the pandemic
look for healthy outdoor activities to participate in, take their family to, etc.
Would be great if additional parking, and additional trailheads could be included as well....always
helps to spread out crowds, thus lessening impact on the neighborhood, the trails themselves, etc.
Best regards,
Ron Shevock
Folsom, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

workndog@comcast.net
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 11:09 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Please support Hidden Falls Trail Expansion!

October 20, 2020
I strongly support the proposal to add more trails in Placer County with the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. There
are many reasons for this, but it mainly comes down to:
 In this divisive and pandemically‐dangerous age, people need to get OUTDOORS as much as possible, for stress
relief and clean air – and this project promulgates that.
 Americans in general are becoming less and less healthy – more and more overweight – and hiking is a great
low‐impact way to help mitigate that.
 And, as families get outdoors and hike more, they’re likely creating future hikers and healthy adults.
Living in Roseville, I’ve enjoyed Hidden Falls and the nearby areas with my own kids and grandkids. And although these
properties are currently protected from development, that may not always be the case. Development in this area
should be far more of an anathema to local residents than creating hiking trails with potentially three new trailheads
and parking access…….
The Parks commission has worked hard to consider and incorporate all points of view on this Expansion Project, and has
voted unanimously that the proposal be adopted in its current form. Please respect their work building consensus and
agree with their decision…….
Thank you,
‐timm smith‐
Roseville, California

You’ve heard of endorphins, those hormones produced by your body that relieve stress and
pain? Try some “outdoorphins” – getting outside to relieve stress!
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom Strause <24hrmtb@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 12:05 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

I wholeheartedly support the Hidden Falls expansion.
As a Placer County resident and frequent user, the expansion will help spread out users within the
park and also the cars of those accessing the park. It will also provide more overall recreational
opportunities.
I can’t wait to enjoy the expanded park!
Tom Strause
Granite Bay
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alan <alan_walls@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 5:30 PM
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion Support

Hello,
I want to let the BOS know that my wife, 2 kids and I support the expansion at Hidden Falls. Being
outside is essential to mental health as emphasized by the Covid 19 pandemic.
Additionally, the BOS has a chance to secure future open space and trails for generations to come.
When we are out enjoying parks, we often think how appreciative we are to the forward thinking
planning to secure wonderful areas for the citizens to enjoy.
Please vote to expand Hidden Falls.
Thanks,
Alan Walls
916 539 2808
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ali Ware <ali21ware@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 10:05 AM
Sue Colbert; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion

To whom it may concern,
I wanted to express my huge support for the approval of the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Up until June of this
year, I was a resident on Mears Dr, living about 1/4 mile from the dirt trails. I was able to ride my horse or run from my
house anytime. Due to the availability of only one parking lot, the trails were fairly crowded everywhere from the lot to
the falls. But as soon as I crossed the big bridge on North Legacy Trail, the crowds thinned out! It was amazing. I was out
there the majority of the days of the week enjoying the trails and became familiar with every single one.
One of the main reasons I am an advocate for the expansion project (aside from more miles of trails of course) is I
believe "Hidden Falls" is viewed as a scenic attraction by those from out of the area, mostly due to its name. People may
come across it in a newspaper article, online blog, or trail app and set out to discover these "Hidden Falls". That's the
tourist side of the coin. MANY other people, such as equestrians, mountain bike riders, runners, and avid hikers, enjoy
Hidden Falls for a completely different reason. Most of these people may not be interested in seeing the falls (once was
enough for me), but rather enjoying the beautiful trails and exercising. With the addition of trails, it will further spread
out the crowds. But more importantly, the addition of another parking area would allow those who want to enjoy the
trails from a hobby/exercise standpoint to not have to get caught up in the big crowds of people who are there for the
"Falls" attraction. I know that I would choose the parking area furthest from the falls to avoid all the crowds myself.
Additionally, I would so much rather see this area be preserved than to see it sold off to developers. There is SO MUCH
development going on in nearby cities, such as City of Roseville, that people NEED somewhere to escape to and maintain
good mental and physical health. Trails are also a great way to provide outdoor family activities, which have become
increasingly popular and necessary during the COVID‐19 outbreak. Since we still don't really see an end in sight for
COVID, I imagine trail activities will continue to grow in popularity and the need to increase the number of trails will be
imperative to maintain proper social distancing as well.
In all, I hope that you will consider my support among the many others to approve the Hidden Falls Expansion Project. I
believe the benefits GREATLY outweigh the negatives. Having lived on the road that accesses the current parking lot, I
know there are many naysayers, but I also know many of them will take advantage of the park expansion as well. Thank
you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Alissa Ware
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

bvwinkle <bvwinkle@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 9:29 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

Good Morning,
Just writing to state my strong support for the Hidden Falls trail expansion project.
Hidden Falls Park is a special place for my family and I. We have spent many hours hiking, biking and
exploring this amazing wild oasis in an increasingly developed region. It allows my family to “unplug”
for a bit and spend time together in the outdoors.
The purposed expansion would be a great benefit to the residents of Placer County and the greater
region. Providing more trailheads/parking would allow use to be spread over a larger area,
decreasing parking/traffic issues. Likewise, adding more trails and acreage to the park would
decrease the density of trail users, reduce potential conflicts and maintain the feeling of solitude in
the park.
Thank you for your time and I hope you will join me in supporting the expansion of this amazing
recreational resource in Placer County.
Bryan Van Winkle
Orangevale, CA.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

machelle witler <mwitler@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 7:52 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

I would like to see Hidden Falls expanded. The people of Placer Co and surrounding areas should be
able to enjoy the trails/outdoors to keep healthy body/mind/soul.
M.Witler
Auburn
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Carol Wooster <cwooride@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 4:07 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] hidden falls

I support more trails with the hidden falls trail expansion project. I ride my horse there several times a week and enjoy
the beauty and serenity of the area. It is a heavily used park which suggests it is widely used and expansion is needed. I
believe it is so important to establish areas of nature where multi use groups can access trail systems.

Thank You,
Carol Wooster
12661 Lakeshore North
Auburn, CA

1

55

431

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer Airo <jenairo1@att.net>
Friday, October 16, 2020 6:19 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden falls expansion

My family are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls
Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. Residents of Placer County will appreciate
the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the
neighbors' needs.
Jennifer Airo
Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail on Android
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laura Allen <lallen15@mail.csuchico.edu>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 8:57 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL]

My mother and I would love approval of the Hidden Falls trail expansion as originally intended. The plan more than
addresses the neighbors needs. It would provide more safe riding area in an area with growing trail and parking crowds
and more bikers. In some cases these are very dangerous for equestrians.
Thank you for your consideration.
‐Laura Allen of GCTC
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

LInda Allen <linda3times@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 10:55 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan comment

Please vote on the side of the many residents who will enjoy the Hidden Falls trails into the future.
My family moved to the area because of these trails‐‐a place to enjoy healthy outdoor exercise and horse riding.
The land was given for the publics' use.The new plan addresses the concerns of the very few "squeaky wheels" opposing
it.
Thank you,
Linda Allen
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stella Beauchamp <stellabeauch@gmail.com>
Monday, October 19, 2020 8:59 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden falls expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the
reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000 residents of Placer County will thank you.
Our town needs this. Our world needs this.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dennis Maciel <dennis.maciel502@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 9:21 AM
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Cindy Gustafson
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

I am writing the above parties in the hopes one or more of you will respond. After listening to the last
meeting on the above subject I am left with two questions that I cannot seem to get a straight
answer.
1) why do we even need to expand the trails? From my point of view the negative comments from
local residents far outnumber Those from outside the community.
2). What can I expect, as a north auburn resident, In the way of a tax increase? Clearly, the initial
cost as well as the ongoing costs to maintain facilities and trails cannot covered by the minimal fees
for use.
Sent from my iPad
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jane browne <jb8012@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 1:02 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion plan

I am a long time Placer County resident (thirty six years) and an equestrian trail rider since 1964. During this time I have
trails gone from uncrowded and pleasant to so crowded there has to be a reservation system, the first one I have ever
seen on any equestrian trail. I strongly hope you will approve the the expansion of Hidden Falls to help with the obvious
shortage of parking and hopefully more trails too.
Jane Browne, Granite Bay.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

littlehen Cosplay <littlehencos@gmail.com>
Monday, October 19, 2020 8:46 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000 residents of Placer
County will thank you.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rick couvrette <capt2512@yahoo.com>
Monday, October 19, 2020 1:35 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project

For the Placer County Planning Commission: I would like to comment on the Fire and Rescue servi
ces portion of the Hidden Falls Expansion project. I do not understand how the Study does not consid
er the project to be a significant addition to service needs to the Park expansion area. The response
by the fire service to the current MUCH SMALLER park footprint is significant every month. Yet no m
ention to the fact The expanded park adds significant fire potentials and significant technical rescue
potentials with the addition of even more remote hard to access areas. How would this be funded??
This in an area The Placer County Board of Supervisors has been struggling to provide adequate fun
ding for Fire and EMS. Where does the extra funding come from?? Currently the local funding for fi
re service comes from several sources which is all from the local tax payer. Is the needed extra reso
urce going to be funded by the locals?? This is important because only 30 percent of the current p
ark users are Placer County residents yet Placer County Residents , and more specifically the North A
uburn and Ophir area residents fund the fire and rescue response to the proposed Park expansion ar
ea. The Placer County Supervisors have More than once suggested they would need to reduce servi
ces to this area in question to balance the books. So what has Changed?? I feel there is at least one
member of the planning commission who understands that Fire service funding in Placer County is ve
ry unevenly distributed ( a product of Prop 13) and yet This park will be served by one of the more ma
rginally financed fire service areas. Is Placer County going to change how fire service funding will be
distributed??? It can also be noted that the larger percentage of Park users within Placer County wi
ll be coming from the Much Better funded fire service areas. Something that needs to be considere
d and yet i suspect none of this is in the conversation.
Also how is it Not noted that fire potentials are significantly increased with added people to the Hid
den Falls Expansion area. Add to this the REALITY this is already a very high fire potential area. THIS I
S NOT EVEN QUESTIONABLE And how about the inadequate roads with poor potential for evacuation
. This point has been proven more than once and Yet not noted! Placer County is planing to add
a significant investment in recreation and yet is apparently satisfied with the ability of the current Fire
and Rescue services that are in place today?? I do not believe this is true.
So with Inadequate roads, Inadequate fire and rescue resources available Where is the money to
change all this?? The locals in this area do not deserve to be the ones who finance the added servic
e needs. Also the locals in the area of the park expansion do not deserve to be the ones who have t
o accept being canceled from fire insurance and except the added fire risk this Park expansion bring
s. The added fire risk and canceled insurance are FACTS that are in place currently and only get wo
rse with a Park expansion!
Respectfully, Richard Couvrette, 4722 Bell Rd Auburn CA 95602 530-906-4399.......
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

scott craig <scscottcraig@gmail.com>
Sunday, October 18, 2020 6:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support of hidden falls expansion

To county planning commission attention sue colbert.
I support the hidden falls expansion and am really looking forward to being able to access the park from the bell road
side. This will save a lot of drive time for those of us residing on this side of the park. Thank you. Sincerely scott craig,
resident of meadow vista

1

70

446

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy Crum <tscrum@sebastiancorp.net>
Monday, October 19, 2020 8:11 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] I support Hidden Falls Expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000 residents
of Placer County will thank you.
This current pandemic situation only highlights the need for more opportunities to recreate in open
space safely.
Tim Crum
Foresthill
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dave and Laurene Davis <vtown1084@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 2:00 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] SUPPORT FOR HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

Hello, I have been a Placer County resident for my entire 64 years. I support the Hidden Falls expansion with the
reductions that are proposed. I use the trails of Placer County multiple times a week and look forward to the expansion
of trails. I also appreciate the positive impact nature can have on children and families.
I encourage the approval of the reduced plan.
Thank you
Laurene Davis
Newcastle, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

CHERYL DILLARD <cheryldillard@hotmail.com>
Sunday, October 18, 2020 12:00 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

I wanted to let you know that I support Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan & encourage your approval.
Thank you
Cheryl Dillard
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

John Dull <buzzardhilllabs@hotmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 9:16 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
My wife are active horseback riders and enjoy all of the Hidden Falls
trails. We totally support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and
encourage the of the approval of the plan by the planning commission.
Our only regrets are that the County-owned parcel off of Garden Bar Road
will not have a staging / parking area for horseman. We hope that is still in
the future plan.
Sincerely,
John & Diane Dull
Dornes Road, Lincoln
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andrea Duncan <sendmailtoandi@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 6:36 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

I am both a hiker and equestrian and have walked as well as ridden at Hidden Falls numerous times.
Your support for the expansion plan is essential as it provides more opportunities for people to get out
in nature in a beautiful setting. I understand that neighbors are concerned but I think their needs
have been met. Think long term. This plan is for the future and the preservation of diminishing green
space for outdoor activities.
Thank you,
Andi Duncan
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rich Duperbash <rduperly10@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 9:41 AM
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project

I strongly support more trails in the Hidden Falls expansion project. As the regional population continues to grow,
families and outdoor enthusiasts would greatly benefit from additional space. Parks are treasured in this County and
outdoor exercise is vital to a healthy lifestyle. We're blessed to have such scenic beauty here. Rich Duperly RN, Roseville
resident.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Larry Feldhaus <feldhaus1@mindspring.com>
Monday, October 19, 2020 12:23 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Support

County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I'm writing to express my support for Hidden Falls Expansion under the reduced plan. Although I'm not
a Placer county resident, it is worth the drive to ride the trails in the park. It is a great resource and
Auburn is a cool town - I encourage your approval of the reduced plan expansion.
Larry Feldhaus
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

carolaferrari <carolaferrari@aol.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 5:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

I support the expansion trails in Hidden Falls. I ride horses and like to hike.
Thank you
Carol Ferrari
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tom's Phone <CTOMARYL@AOL.COM>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 9:56 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion.

My family and I are active equestrian riders. We support the Hidden Falls expansion reduced plan
and encourage the commission’s approval. Hidden Falls is a Placer County gem and this plan only
expands it’s opportunities for all residents and visitors.
Respectfully Submitted, T . Fletcher
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeffrey Foltz <jgf4oaks@yahoo.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 10:48 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion

To: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention : Sue Colbert Planning Commission Clerk
Re: Support for Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion and the reduced plan
I had the opportunity to listen to the Oct. 6th Town Hall meeting on the Hidden Falls Regional Park
reduced plan. The County staff did an excellent job of explaining the reduced plan and answering
questions. I frequent Hidden Falls trails to hike and ride and I’m in full support of the reduced plan as a
fair and balanced compromise. It’s time to move forward. The vast majority of Placer County
residents will appreciate your yes vote. Keep the Placer Legacy alive. Jeff, Placer County resident
Sent from my iPad
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda Fraguglia <lfraguglia5@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 10:16 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] To: County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

I support the Hidden Falls Expansion reduced plan. The trails are vital for the recreational use of the people of Placer
County.
Linda Fraguglia
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michael Fraguglia <mikefraguglia@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 9:56 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

Hi, I was born and raised in Auburn and I support expansion of public access in Hidden Falls.
Thanks
‐Mike Fraguglia
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim Fraguglia <tfraguglia@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 9:41 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] To: County Planning Commission, Attention Sue Colbert

Hello,
I am an avid hiker and cyclist that lives in Meadow Vista. I visit Hidden Falls about 10 times per year
and think it is a beautiful place to unwind and interface with nature. It also gives me a place where I
feel safe on my bike, off the roads.
I completely support the Hidden Falls expansion efforts that are going on right now. It seems like
every time I go, the parking lot is full and there are lots and lots of people everywhere.
Placer county and surrounding areas are full of people who like/need to do things outdoors. Also,
more and more people are trying to stay healthy and live a healthy lifestyle. Being able to find safe
places to hike, run, bike, ride horses, etc. is extremely important to meet these goals.
Because of the density of Placer county and the fact that we live in an area so close to a huge
population (Sacramento), the small number of accessible outdoor areas just can't serve the full set of
people wanting to use the outdoors. I feel that we should be doing everything we can to increase the
accessible areas so everyone can enjoy the outdoors.
I support the Hidden Falls Expansion and hope that you will approve it.
Thank you very much.
Respectfully,
Tim Fraguglia
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gordon Frazier <g7frazi9@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 3:23 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Re: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

Sue Colbert, & Placer County Planning Commission My wife and I frequently ride our horses at Hidden
Falls. We strongly support the park's expansion.
Thankyou,
Gordon Frazier
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Louise Fry <blfry65@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 2:20 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Project

To all Planning Commission Board. We are sure that it's nothing that you haven't heard before, but we the PEOPLE that
live around Hidden Falls DO NOT WANT IT. We live at 5401 Bell Rd. That is 3 properties above Twilight Ride proposed
parking lot. We have been here 42 years and seen lots of growth, not to our liking but this tops it all. what you are
doing will totally destroy our area, just as you have done to Mears road home owners. As I know several, and even
though Andy Fisher says he works with them and it has improved. They are still very unhappy with the Park. Know
matter how much work we do around our properties the FIRE Danger is still to high, It is very hard and sometimes
impossible for us to get Fire Insurance. The Park does not help. People that come in have NO Respect for other people's
property. They steal and leave trash, park where they shouldn't, Our Roads are to narrow for large volumes of cars and
trucks with stock trailers. Our house sits just 50 feet off Bell Road, so we get the brunt of the traffic. When there is and
accident on Hwy 49 they route them down Lone Star or Cramer on to Bell. WE have to make sure all the animals are
secure, and not go out as we will not be able to get out on to Bell.
It would seem to me in this Covid year, there would not be money enough to spend millions of dollars on. I realize that
some comes from previous years. But you raise our taxes to cover your frivolous spending, and force some of us out just
for the county's benefit.
I have recently learned how the Planning Commision is appointed. So I guess we need to be more in touch with our
County Council people that we elect to see who and why they are appointing the Planning Commision. Seeing how we
have nothing to do with who decides our Fate.
I Strongly Urge you to vote against any enlargement of Hidden Falls.
Robert and Louise Fry
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Donna Gebhart <d_gebhart@pacbell.net>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 6:21 PM
Sue Colbert
Jaede Miloslavich
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Dear Ms. Colbert,
My husband and I moved to Nevada County last year, and at the top of the list were the trails that it
offered for us with our horses. We have enjoyed all the areas that Northern Calif. provides for
recreation and equestrian trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan, and would
request its approval. We are from the Fallbrook area, and the trails our Santa Margarita Trails
Preserve offers the community and all of Southern California is critical for the community visitation
and economy.
Residents of Placer County will benefit immensely through visitation to the area, their stores,
restaurants, gas stations, and other retail establishments that visitors will visit.
In the environment we have been in this year, the outdoors have been flooded with visitors. Now that
so many understand the benefits of the outdoors, I am sure people will continue to enjoy the
outdoors, and the communities who have those amenities will flourish compared to those that do not.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to give me a call. 760-822-8530
Donna Gebhart
Fallbrook Trails Council
Resident of Penn Valley and
Member of Gold Country Trails Council
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Heidi Gotchal <hgotchal@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 5:40 PM
Sue Colbert; Placer County Board of Supervisors
suzanne.pcsupervisor@gmail.com
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion Project

Dear Placer County Board of Supervisors and Placer County Planning Commission,
I have grown up in rural Auburn and am now happy to be sharing my country roots with my husband and two children. I
am writing to you today to share some of my concerns and to highlight the multitude of untruths being supported by
Placer County in regards to the Hidden Falls Expansion Project. There are so many questions the local residents have
asked over and over, but haven’t been given clear answers to. I strongly believe that our community, and you as our
voting representatives, need answers to all of these unknowns prior to the final vote on this project.
Would the trail expansion areas be open during the night?
Placer County (PC): No. Like the portion of the park currently available to the public, the hours of operation would be
dawn to dusk, and the gates at each of the parking area locations would be closed and locked every evening.
Heidi Gotchal (HG): The Backcountry permits that are just now being introduced are extremely concerning. Along with
backpacking comes overnight camping and campfires. While not technically allowed, there are always some people that
will choose to break the rules and find ways to stay out on the property overnight. The only backpacking should be
docent lead to make sure everyone exits each night.
Would additional Rangers be added for the new areas?
PC: Yes. We find that the current Hidden Falls Ranger program is an effective tool for assisting visitors and enforcing
rules. With the expansion, County staff would propose increasing the number of Rangers to maintain the current
proportion of staffing to park acreage levels.
HG: What is the current staffing level at Hidden Falls? It seems that there is only a Ranger working on weekends and
Holidays. Where is the funding coming from to hire additional Rangers for the expansion?
How would fire dangers be addressed?
PC: Local residents have voiced the concern that visitors to the proposed expansion areas might cause wildfires. Since
the opening of the existing park in 2006, there has never been a wildfire started by the public. While we cannot
guarantee that there will never be a visitor‐related fire, the County has invested more than half a million dollars to
reduce the risk of wildfire and provide rapid access to Fire and Emergency Service personnel within the current park
area. There are approximately 120 acres of shaded fuel breaks (areas on the tops of the hills where the trees have been
trimmed up and the understory thinned) and goats are used annually to maintain those fire break areas. Also, there is a
12,000‐gallon water tank on site, 3 helistops, and with the installation of the bridges, the north side of Raccoon Creek is
accessible by fire crews. We are planning and evaluating similarly high levels of fire safety maintenance and
preparedness within the proposed expansion areas
HG: In response to the SEIR some of the fire risks will be mitigated, but we cannot ignore the fact that California is
literally on fire right now. 95% of fires are caused by humans, and this is too big of a risk to take. This is highly
combustible terrain, and the risks outweigh the benefits.
Placer County says that the addition of 2,765 acres would not impact emergency crews. *False* CAL FIRE reports that
25% of all Placer County’s emergency calls come from Hidden Falls Regional Park for technical issues (medical, injury,
dehydration, ect). Multiple agencies respond to each of these calls. California’s first responders are working to their full
capacity and beyond. To say that the Hidden Falls Expansion won’t affect them is delusional.
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Backcountry permits are strongly opposed. Allowing backpacking will greatly increase fire danger. As stated earlier in
this letter ‐ Along with backpacking comes overnight camping and campfires. While not technically allowed, there are
always some people that will choose to break the rules and find ways to stay out on the property overnight. The only
backpacking should be docent lead to make sure everyone exits each night.
What about public safety, including vandalism and theft?
PC: The Parks Division works closely with the Placer County Sheriff’s Office to address public safety at all its facilities,
from Roseville to Lake Tahoe. Park Rangers would be assigned to the proposed expansion areas to help enforce County
ordinances and to patrol the areas.
HG: The Sheriff’s department does NOT patrol in rural areas, this leaves a park Ranger (rent‐a‐cop) in charge of public
safety. I know, first hand, of residents that have called the Sheriff to report trespassers on their property trying to access
Hidden Falls, (even though there are signs on every driveway that say “NO HIDDEN FALLS ACCESS”) and it took the Sheriff
an hour to respond! Residents anticipate that Auburn Valley Road, Country Club Estates, Orr Creek Lane, and Sisson Lane
will be taken over by cars/hikers wanting to avoid the fees or weren’t able to get a reservation. Our first responders are
overburdened and simply cannot respond to these calls in a timely manner. Home owners cannot be put in a situation
where they have to become a patrol and put themselves in confrontational situations. Placer County’s suggestion is that
the residents put up a sign. Really?! I wish it was that easy and that people would respect the rules, but the reality is that
so many people just don’t. Look at Mears Road. The residents are furious with the additional traffic and parking that is
on their street. Many have incurred the expense of installing additional fences and gates on their property. Daily they are
putting out cones and signage to prevent hikers from illegally parking.
Would cattle grazing in the expansion areas still be allowed if the public is allowed on the properties?
PC: Yes. We have been informed by the Placer Land Trust (PLT) that it intends to continue cattle grazing on all of the
property it owns within the proposed trail expansion areas. For those areas where PLT holds a conservation easement,
the property owners may continue to graze cattle if they so desire. Other respected agencies such as the East Bay
Regional Park District in the Bay Area have successfully integrated cattle grazing with public trail use.
HG: On paper the response to cattle grazing is “yes”, but actions speak louder than words, and it is looking like there will
be very little cattle grazing, if any.
1. The current Hidden Falls Regional Park was cattle grazing land prior to the park opening. There have been no
cattle on it since 2013.
2. Placer County replaced cattle grazing on the 50‐acre Twilight Ride Property on Bell Road with goat grazing. This
property has always been cattle grazing land and currently was being grazed through a “good neighbor
agreement” by the adjacent cattle rancher. Placer County purchased the property in 2020 and in July contracted
for 900 goats and sheep to be brought in.
Placer County hasn’t had constructive dialog with any of the eight ranchers and multiple stakeholders that are directly
affected by the Hidden Falls Expansion. For cattle and public to co‐exist you need communication, understanding and
familiarity with cattle ranching. So far, there has been a complete disregard for agriculture and the current culture of
“being a good neighbor.”
A recent article in the Sacramento Bee states that cattle might be the secret weapon in the fight against forest fires. The
article concluded that “without cattle grazing there would be hundreds to thousands of additional pounds of fine fuels
per acre of land, which would lead to larger and more severe fires.” Placer County needs ranchers to continue to graze
cattle on this land. It is imperative that the needs of the County take precedence over the
wants. https://www.sacbee.com/news/nation‐world/national/article245669250.html
Both the Placer County Farm Bureau and the Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association are opposing the Hidden Falls
Expansion. Both of these organizations strive to protect local farmers and the cattle industry and to perpetuate their
existence and success. Please, look to the experts and follow their lead.
How much is this project going to cost?
PC:
2
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HG: Placer County cannot seem to answer that question and we all (and you!) need to know. Two years ago a projected
cost of $18,000,000 was released. That did not include operating costs. What is the current projected cost of construction
and operational costs?
It was shared at a recent Town Hall meeting that the annual operational costs of Hidden Falls Regional Park is
$460,000. Where is this money coming from? In today’s climate, this amount of spending for recreational hiking trails is
extravagant and irresponsible. There are already 900+ miles of trails in Placer County. Twenty additional projects have
already been approved adding several hundred additional miles. The construction costs of those projects total
$40,000,000. That is enough! Our money would be better spent on first responders, teachers, education and supporting
small businesses.
Additionally, concerns have been raised by neighboring cities citing that there are recreation areas in Roseville and
Granite Bay that have been promised for years. This large of a project takes away from other Placer County projects.
You are only being given half‐truths, and this project is a far cry from how it appears on paper. I encourage you to get to
know the ranchers and neighbors, take a tour, and listen to their concerns.
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and for examining all of the facts before casting your vote. Please
consider all of the residents who have spoken out so strongly against this project. Their voices should be heard and not
silenced by those in support of the Hidden Falls Expansion Project. Those who support this project (trails, hiking, biking
and equestrian groups) are doing so selfishly. Recreation should never come at the expense of those who inhabit the
land.
Respectfully,
Heidi Gotchal
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Philip Grybas <pag7447@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 2:42 PM
Sue Colbert
Placer County Board of Supervisors; suzanne.pcsupervisor@gmail.com
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

Dear Commissioners:
I am firmly opposed to the expansion of Hidden Falls and believe the conclusions reached in the SEIR are erroneous.
Given the poor road infrastructure on Auburn Valley road, the significant increase in resulting traffic on this road, a
higher fire danger as well as other risks, I ask that you pause any expansion consideration.
Respectfully,
Philip Grybas
6440 Fairway Ct.
Auburn, CA
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Erik Holback <erikholback@hotmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 1:59 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

I am a lifelong Placer County resident and I OPPOSE the Hidden Falls expansion project. I have great concern
over fire danger in the area as well as the over impacted small county roads. There is no possible way to add
that many visitors to the area and not have an increase in fire risk. Thank you, Erik Holback
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Heidi Hook <hhook@me.com>
Monday, October 19, 2020 8:34 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] To: County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk”
My name is Heidi Hook. I was born in Auburn and now work in Auburn. I grew up riding trails with my mother
and family and now I ride the trails in our area with my children. I support Hidden Falls Expansion whole
heartedly and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000 residents of Placer County will
thank you. I will thank you. My children will thank you and my childrens' children will thank you. The time is
now to create a legacy for our future generations to have open land for everyone enjoy this beautiful land and
the nature it has to offer.
Thank you
Heidi Hook
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ina hutchings <ihutch2000@yahoo.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 2:03 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden falls expansion

I have lived in Placer County for 20 years and I now live in Nevada County for 20 years I have written all these Trails for a
long time and the Hidden Falls Trails are very important.please consider including the expansion. with equestrians losing
so many trails today it is very hard for horse rider to find a safe place to ride so please put through the expansion for
Hidden Falls Trails for equestrians.
Thankyou
Ina hutchings

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susan Kerhoulas <skerhoulas@yahoo.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 5:32 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Hello,
My husband and I are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls
Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer
County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future.
The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Susan Kerhoulas Davenport
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shirley Koch <shirleykoch12@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 9:42 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

This email is to express my support for the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan. Opportunities for everyone to enjoy
the outdoors are increasingly important to people. Please support this project.
Shirley Koch
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Georganne Lawton <geometrails@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 7:56 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Comment in support of Hidden Falls Expansion

Attention Sue Colbert
My family and I love visiting Hidden Falls and are active users. I ride and hike the trails with my family. We support The
Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan. Please approve the plan. We and others as well will appreciated more open space
and trails in the hopefully near future. I believe the reduced plan should address the needs of the neighbors while
allowing the expansion.
Thank you
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karen Leeson <karen.leeson1@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 5:14 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

My family are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. Residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and
additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors' needs.
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mike Luster <lustermetal@gmail.com>
Monday, October 19, 2020 8:55 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Yes for Hidden Falls

I have lived in Placer County for over 20 years. Having more public spaces and parks will benefit everyone in the
community and beyond. I support hidden Falls for hiking and horse riding. Thank you.
Mike Luster
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Mason <mmason089@yahoo.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 5:41 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

I am an active horseback rider of the Hidden Falls trails. I support the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. Residents of Placer County will appreciate the open
space and additional trails for our future.
Thank you.
Mary Mason
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lori McIntosh <mcintoshwellness@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 8:52 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

Hello Sue,
My husband and I are avid hikers and equestrians in Placer county. We moved up to North Auburn from Morgan Hill as
we loved being near such a beautiful park as Hidden Falls. . We live off Lone Star and come to the park nearly every
weekend. The best part is sharing our horses with kids and families we meet on the trail. We always stop and introduce
them as many have never seen a horse before. We strongly support the Hidden Falls expansion reduced plan and
encourage your approval along with the rest of the board. I know first hand that many Placer county hikers and
equestrians will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. Plus, Auburn is the endurance capital of
the world, a huge attraction for athletes who want more distance in their chosen sport. The reduced plan should satisfy
all of the surrounding neighbors.
Thank you for your time and consideration,
Lori

Lori McIntosh
mcintoshwellness@gmail.com
www.mcintoshwellness.com
(415)235-5246
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dee Meredith <myshaianna@yahoo.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 1:30 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden FallsExpansion Plan

My family are avid and active horseback riders of the hidden falls trails since opening day.
We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval .99% of
the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for
Our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbor’s needs.
Thank you!
Dee and Bob Meredith

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad

On Friday, October 16, 2020, 6:52 AM, BookBub <info@bookbub.com> wrote:

To help protect y ou r
priv acy , Micro so ft Office
prev ented au tomatic
download of this pictu re
from the Internet.
Book Bub

Your Ebook Deals

.

How Witch It Is: A
Wicked Witches of the
Midwest Mystery Books
1–3

To help protect y ou r priv acy , Microsoft Office prev ented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
How Witch It Is: A Wick ed Witches of the Midwest My stery Book s 1–3

By Amanda M. Lee
A collection of wickedly enchanting whodunits: Bay
Winchester, a plucky reporter and descendant of a long
line of witches, investigates her town’s mysteries and
haunted happenings — all while dealing with romantic
turmoil and her quirky family!
Cozy Mysteries
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Allison Morgan <originalalicat@gmail.com>
Monday, October 19, 2020 7:31 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

Urging support to expand Hidden Falls. It's an asset to the community.
Thank you for your time,
‐Allison Morgan
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PO Box 871
Meadow Vista, CA 95722
admin@mvtrails.org

October 16, 2020
Placer County Planning Commission
RE: Public Comments re Hidden Falls Expansion for Meeting October22nd, 2020
Dear Commissioners,
I am writing on behalf of the Meadow Vista Trails Association (MVTA) in regards to the Hidden Falls
Expansion Projects. MVTA supports the Reduced Project Plan which the Parks Division released last
month. We feel it has adequately and appropriately addressed many if not all of the concerns raised by
the public. It reduces parking constraints by adding additional trailheads and parking at the Twilight,
Garden Bar and Curtola Ranch locations. While the full project would have created even more parking
spaces, the Reduced Project Plan nearly doubles the number of existing parking spaces and provides
access to an additional 30 miles of trails. The reservation system will enable the control of user numbers
and associated concerns such as street parking, littering, etc. Improved emergency vehicle access
throughout the entire park for fire and emergency services, as well as additional helicopter pads, will
ensure a safe park experience for the public and adjacent land owners, while continued grazing leases
will reduce fuel loads and improve fire safety as well as provide grazing access for local ranchers. We
empathize with the concerned residents and feel that the Reduced Projects Plan has done an excellent
job in mitigating those concerns.
This project is a unique opportunity for the county to more than double the size of the Hidden Falls trail
network and provide public access to more than 2500 acres of open-space reserves owned by the Placer
Land Trust. It will be a great step towards the goals of the county’s General Plan and Legacy Program,
addressing the current shortage of multi-use trails and providing more opportunities for public
recreation for current and future county residents. MVTA urges the Planning Commission to approve
the Hidden Falls Reduced Project Plan and recommends that the Board of Supervisors certify the Final
SEIR and approve the Conditional Use Permit so that the Reduced Project can proceed.

Respectfully,
Tiffany van der Linden, President
Meadow Vista Trails Association
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Tiffany Vanderlinden <tiffff5@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 12:45 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Letter in support of Hidden Falls Reduced Project Plan to the Placer County Planning
Commision
MVTA Letter to Planning Commission.pdf

To whom it may concern:
Attached please find a letter in support of the Hidden Falls Reduced Project Plan on behalf of the Meadow Vista Trails
Association.
Sincerely,
Tiffany van der Linden
President
Meadow Vista Trails Association

To help protect y ou r priv acy , Microsoft Office prev ented
auto matic downlo ad o f this picture from the Internet.

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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Placer County Planning Commission

October 20, 2020

Attention: Planning Commissioners
Re: Hidden Falls Park and Trails Expansion Project (HFPTEP)
Dear Commissioners:
We would like to share a short review of our 47 years in Placer County.
1961 Drove Route 66 from Chicago to San Diego and to Orange County. Our travelling has
continued to this day enjoying our beautiful country. Our love of nature expanded from this time
forward and every year we toured the country on our vacations ultimately to all fifty states.
1973 Moved to Placer County and purchased our home and property in Weimar. We continued
to work and our two daughters attended local schools and we raised farm animals and Arabian horses.
1979 Purchased a home in the Skyridge Community in Auburn. Daughters were married and
started their families in Placer County.
1992 Purchased a 10 Acre Parcel at 5395 Bell Road in Auburn (not yet North Auburn). We
decided after searching that Placer County was our choice location for our retirement.
2002 Moved into our newly built retirement home on our improved property in an absolutely
beautiful, pristine community now known as North Auburn.
2007 We received a letter from Supervisor Kranz informing us of the Placer County Conservation
Plan (PCCP) and explained his questions regarding District 5, our District. He was concerned regarding
the fact that no one had been notified of the plan and the effect to their properties and concerns about
agriculture. We contacted the County and learned the… “two members of the Board of Supervisors
(Weygandt and Uhler) and 2 members of the City Council of Lincoln (Cosgrove and Santini)”… were the
primary actors in the PCCP who initiated the plan in 2000. We joined many in the meetings that
followed and objected to not being informed and we did not agree with the plan to divide our
properties and restrict our property rights. It was reported in January, 2007 the Supervisors changed
their plan and would start negotiating with the Federal and State regulators to develop the project.
2018 May 31st Auburn Journal Front Page “New Hidden Falls trailhead for North Auburn?” That
article was the beginning of our nightmare. Having contacted previously about the PCCP we asked and
expected to be contacted about planned projects and actions in the future. We now know that was
naïve. As a matter of fact, we requested being contacted more than once since and still are not always
kept informed. Our story from this point forward consists of joining our neighbors in Protect Rural
Placer, attending Placer County meetings, writing letters, writing articles for the Auburn Journal and
trying to cope with a major attack on our life style. It has now been more than two years of what we see
as an unfortunate and devastating power play by our county. The push to get the PCCP approved during
this pandemic and the push to get the HFPTEP approved are tragic and without regard for the people.
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We do not plan to give in or give up as we are determined to protect our rights. There are no reports
we have read that justify the HFPTEP. There are no mitigation measures to justify approval of each item
in the Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (FSEIR). Our response to the FSEIR has detailed
explanations of those items and why there is no justification for moving forward. We should not have to
repeat that information here as they were to be placed in the permanent file and were widely
distributed. Nature has always been at the forefront of our interests and concerns whether it be the
water, the air, the flora, the fauna, or the watershed.
Our quest since 2007 should not have been necessary. Those responsible for keeping the people safe
have pursued projects that ignore the residents and agriculture including ranchers and farmers. They
also have been slow in addressing the need for “greater fire safety” as reported by our previous
Supervisor, Jennifer Montgomery in the September 2018 Auburn Journal article. Currently, the Fire
Workshop meeting on the October 20th has been revealed showing many of the questions and concerns
brought up by the Protect Rural Placer community group as well as other interested residents to be
presented. The items include the fiscal and operational challenges of the Placer County Fire
Department/emergency medical funding structure and the growing fiscal imbalance and service funding
gap due to insufficient revenues and the growth in fire service costs. The North Auburn Community Risk
Assessment Plan identifies North Auburn as having the highest number of incident calls for the entire
County underscoring the concerns related to the Expansion project. The Placer County Mitigation Plan
reportedly indicates the wildfire hazard is highly likely to occur in the next year with devastating results.
Finally, we would like to inquire as to how any approvals can be considered when (1.) the Greater
Auburn Area Fire Safe Councils have not been updated since the publication of 2012 and the data and
maps are not current, (2.) The Local Hazard Mitigation Plan that is being updated will not be ready for
approval until 2021, (3.) An Internet Service Survey has been initiated in Placer County to identify
underserved and unserved communities as a much needed action that will address concerns
consistently presented during this pandemic year when virtual meetings have been held and the people
have not been adequately represented, (4.) The Community Air Protection (CAP) is holding a workshop
on October 28th regarding air quality‐related community health concerns while Placer County is
pursuing increases in tourism and related traffic into our rural areas. These related issues in progress
should be finalized and considered when and if moving forward with the HFPTEP. Every category
studied or being studied reveal the absolute, misguided, unsound plan for a county that breathes a
natural beauty.
Please do not recommend approval of the Hidden Falls Park and Trails Expansion Project.

Respectfully submitted,
James and Jean Piette
5395 Bell Road, Auburn, CA 95602

Cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors; Placer County Parks Department; Placer County Permanent File.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

My Calendar <suzyp1041@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 12:02 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Reduced Expansion Plan

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I’m writing to express my support for the expansion plan for Hidden Falls. The park provides such great
opportunities for hikers, cyclists, and equestrians like myself. Proof of this is how jammed the parking
lots are. Expanding the park and parking facilities will decrease the congestion and increase the
opportunity for more people to take advantage of this great resource.
Please vote to approve the plan!
Thanks for all the time and hard work you have devoted to this project.
Sincerely,
Susan Pinsker

Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda Potter <jerlinpotter@att.net>
Friday, October 16, 2020 3:46 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] New Hidden Falls Expansion

My husband and I got Traylor Ranch Nature Reserve created and are so glad we made the effort to
do all the work it took. Now I am hoping (my husband passed away in 2016) that the Hidden Falls
Expansion is approved. It is so.critical to have these open spaces to enjoy. This became even more
evident during this pandemic. It is so refreshing to see all the use this open space is getting. Please
continue on with this great project to expand Hidden Falls.
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

lauri reed <laurireed25@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 1:41 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

---------- Forwarded message ---------From: lauri reed <laurireed25@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, 16 Oct 2020 01:04:03 -0700
Subject: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment
To: scolbert@placer.ca.gove
To Placer County Planning Commission
Attn: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
My family are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls Trails. We support the Hidden Fall Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. Resident's of Placer County will appreciate the open
space additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addressees the neighbors needs.
There never can be to many trails. The expansions you have done since Hidden Falls first was open
has been great. Keep on expanding Hidden Falls.
Very truly yours
Lauri Reed
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alec Reynolds <alec@thinktandem.io>
Monday, October 19, 2020 10:24 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] To: County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

As a local business owner and Placer County resident, I strongly support the Hidden Falls Expansion. Local trails are an
essential piece of Placer County's continued economic success. People choose to move their homes and businesses to
Placer County in great part for its excellent outdoor recreation. Ensuring safe, accessible trails will help Placer County
continue to grow, as well as sustain our residents' healthy lifestyles and protect our natural resources.
I strongly encourage your approval of the current plan; not only will 500,000 current Placer County residents thank you,
but untold millions of future residents.
Best,
Alec Reynolds
Meadow Vista, CA

Co-founder Tandem
510.463.4193
Find out what's new with Tandem on Twitter
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Alex Rodriguez <somuchtoc@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 10:01 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support Hidden Falls expansion

"I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000
residents of Placer County will thank you."
Alexandra Rodriguez
Sent from my iPhone.....my excuse for typos.
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October 15, 2020
Members of the Commission:
Many in the coalition of Protect Rural Placer have worked for nearly two and a half years to help inform our
political commissioners and governmental decision‐makers that introducing thousands of recreationists into
the 2,765 acres designated by The Placer County Parks Dept. as an expansion area from Hidden Falls Regional
Park (HFRP) is effectively urbanization and a degradation of ranching on an expanse of land that has
supported cattle grazing since the 1850s.
There are many questions to ask, not the least of which is related to the prudence of looking at the risk of
catastrophic fire which could be caused by human usage of an area that has seen historically few people
traverse the landscape. If 100,000 visitors per year are noted to visit Hidden Falls Regional Park, it is
reasonable to assume that similar numbers could visit the expansion area extending from the established
1,200‐acre HFRP. Imagine, for a moment, the negative impacts of hordes of people on cattle ranching, wildlife,
neighborhood serenity, and the unintended consequences that come along with attracting thousands of
people who have little to no understanding about ranching, animal husbandry and agriculture. It is those
people who seek recreational opportunity but who will never understand why a ranching community is
threatened by their impact.
A question must be asked: Why is less than prudent planning permitted to go forward and create such
economic risk and risk to humanity to simply add 30 miles of trails when there are already 900 miles of public
trails in Placer County? This trail expansion project must be reined in so that basically non‐supervised usage of
these 2,675 acres, 365 days per year, daylight to dark, is negated. A better solution is to permit docent‐led
activities prevail, as has been the more recent mode of operation on this acreage.
Cal Fire has stated that up to 95% of wildland fires are caused by man or man’s technology. While the
expansion area has little history of fire, this is a factor of extremely limited human impact on what has long
been private property until the Placer Land Trust (PLT) and the county Placer Legacy program began to
contract with landowners for conservation easement opportunities as means to preserve open space. Adding
tens of thousands of potential visitors to the equation adds undetermined but significant risk.
Recreational hiking, mountain biking, and equestrian use do not mix well with ranching in an unsupervised
circumstance. It is the agriculturalist who helps to feed our populace, and that element of our population
should not be displaced for recreational use when we have thousands of acres of State and Federal land
nearby that can serve recreational needs while bringing no harm to economic enterprises such as cattle
ranching.
Government has a responsibility to balance NEEDS and WANTS. Ranchers and agriculturalists have a pact with
the land and with their enterprises that those not engaged in such activity could never understand. Those few
who feed the nation make a constructive difference in our welfare and they must be protected from harm
caused by insensitive and ignorant decision‐making. I understand this because I am from a farm family with
more than 80 years in the ranching neighborhood on the verge of destruction brought to the neighborhood by
poor insight and poor planning.
Those impacted by this trail expansion project have for almost 2.5 years attended dozens of Fire Safe Council,
MACs, Recreation Commission, Planning Commission and Board of Supervisor meetings in an effort to help
various principals understand our concerns. In addition, hundreds of pages of written comment have been
1
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submitted to those studying this trail expansion proposal. Most of these bodies sit in an advisory capacity, and
among many, there has been understanding of the fears expressed by those who will be impacted. The
general observation is that every public body involved is simply stepping through a process. Now, at this
juncture, we are at a point where the matter of expansion will be decided by county Supervisors, not one of
whom will feel the negative impacts, other than taxation. The reality is that the havoc brought by visitors is
felt to be disregarded by too many involved in a planning capacity. Additionally, HFRP visitors, in general,
could care less, in a very selfish manner, about how the neighborhood feels. The existing HFRP, in comparison,
is a case in point. If this project is approved, uncaring visitors will come by the thousands, recreate, and leave.
They will not see and feel the disruption to serenity, livelihoods and loss of balance in a historic ranching
community.
If I were a planner or a politician who failed to understand the criticality of agriculture, I would not want my
legacy to be tarnished by a decision to doom agricultural enterprises and indeed, a landscape that supports
agriculture. Once an area is lost to agriculture, it will likely never be returned to productivity that benefits the
majority of our citizens. Politicians and land trust executives would do well to listen to and learn from
agriculturalists because they have knowledge and experience that is lacking with many who only see food
products coming from the grocery aisle and not from the land.
For approximately the past 15 years, the Placer County Parks Department has quietly moved toward its goal of
expanding the HFRP trial system. Throughout this period, the Parks Dept. has failed to communicate,
collaborate and work with stakeholder cattle ranchers who are either leasing preserves from the Placer Land
Trust or the county or are leasing private property for grazing in this expansion area. I note that CEQA requires
such lead agencies‐ in this case, the county ‐ to meet with impacted stakeholders. That has not happened. Not
once has the Parks Department met with the impacted ranching community. In fact, the ranching community
has largely been ignored.
Along the way, the Parks Department has apparently collaborated with the Placer Land Trust, an agency which
has repeatedly accepted funds from recreation advocates, both in county and out of county. Many
contributors have tied their donations to a caveat that with their donations, there must be assurance that
recreation mandates will be a part of the easement purchases of preserves administered by the PLT.
Agriculture, thus, has been overshadowed by recreation, through actions by an agency that has espoused the
need to “Conserve, Connect and Coexist”. Now, the PLT has thwarted its own motto. It appears the PLT has
become averse of agriculture when it aligns itself with recreation at the expense of ranching.
You may be aware one rancher in the proposed expansion area has seen its PLT grazing lease cancelled,
effective December 31, 2020. This cancellation comes after 46 years of grazing on approximately 500 acres
within the impact area. Effectively, this ranch family has seen its operation decimated, and it is fair to say the
cancellation is a vindictive move, pure and simple.
The cacophony of comment made by recreationists, including cyclists, hikers and equestrians, a majority of
whom live out of county, and who vastly outnumber ranchers in the impact area, should not, in my opinion,
outweigh our collective need for ranchers and agriculturalists who help to feed our nation. As Commissioners,
you may be aware that Placer County has over 900 miles of existing trails and thousands of acres of open
space on National Forests and State lands. Placer County has neither the budget nor the workforce to
maintain the trails it has, and it seems irresponsible to add to the problem with additional needs within a
project that will cost tens of millions of dollars if approved.
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Two organizations, The Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association and the Placer County Farm Bureau, are opposed to this
Hidden Falls Regional Park Trail Expansion Project. The neighborhood residents and members of the grass
roots advocacy group, Protect Rural Placer, are unequivocally opposed to this trail expansion project. All have
seen the debacle created in the HFRP Mears Drive area. There is no denial that the county has worked to
mitigate issues at that Park entrance area, but problems will remain for the very reason that it is nearly
impossible to control people, especially people who suffer no negative impact from urbanization of a rural
area. Such problems will be extended, particularly to the proposed Twilight Ride parking area. Commissioners,
I doubt even one among you would want such disruption in your neighborhood.
The SEIR that has been produced with regard to this trail expansion project is a repugnant document that
repeatedly finds no negative impact from this project. The principals involved in the production of this
document never made an effort to speak with those stakeholders who would be most negatively impacted.
That is a wrong and deceitful way to conduct business. There are huge negative impacts that are obvious, and
there are many impacts that will be realized as unintended consequences. Those who would label the
neighborhood residents and ranchers as NIMBYs have no right to judge those who will be negatively impacted.
In addition, many of those who oppose those of us who will be impacted will never pay one dime in property
tax to support this urbanization project, a project that county staff admits will never pay its way and will result
in huge deficit spending. Common sense and fiscal responsibility have been lacking throughout the observed
planning process.
The ranching community in the Bell Road, Cramer Road, Lone Star Road area has shared from the beginning of
its campaign to enlighten decision‐makers that docent‐led activities on the proposed expansion area are
acceptable. This kind of activity at least partially meets the Placer Land Trust desire for recreational
opportunities on these 2,765 acres, and it permits ranchers, residents and recreational visitors to live and
work together in a reasonably hospitable manner. It preserves ranching.
The Planning Commission’s resolve and recommendation to the Placer County Board of Supervisors must be
to deny the Parks Department project and recommend docent‐led activity if this project is to be approved in
any form.
Bart Ruud
Auburn
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Patricia Ruud <outlook_4AB87111B8317CA9@outlook.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 3:48 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project

I am writing to add my voice to the chorus urging you to approve the expansion project. I support the expansion project
Enthusiastically and without reservation. I attended the recent town hall meeting, and was struck by several things:
1. The extent to which the planners had listened to the objections of the neighbors, and responded to them with
significant modifications. The revised plan is restrained and reasonable.
2. The extent to which the project’s neighbors, almost without exception, refused to acknowledge the county’s
good
faith and specific, responsive actions to mitigate the potential negative impacts of the project.
3. The remarkable and unapologetic Not In My Backyard attitude of the Protect Rural Placer folks. They expressed
the same sentiment as stated earlier by Dan Tomich in his letter to the Auburn Journal, published in the
September 26‐27
paper: “Most folks have lived here for decades and want to be left alone.” Unfortunately for the rest of us, their
idea of being left alone is not confined to the quiet enjoyment of their own property. It includes the demand
that
Placer County stop further development of public property that was acquired for public enjoyment. If the
planners
and the County were to accede to this unreasonable demand, they would be breaking their trust with the vast
majority
of Placer County’s citizens.
Please vote to recommend that the Board of Supervisors approve the Hidden Falls expansion project.
Thank you.
Respectfully,
Patricia Ruud
Auburn resident 30 years.
Rider (horse), bird‐watcher
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anita Rushworth <arushworth45@icloud.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 12:35 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

My family are active dog walkers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the
Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan
more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Anita Rushworth
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gary Scott <garymscott7@gmail.com>
Monday, October 19, 2020 9:02 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] To: County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

Dear Sir/Miss:
As a resident and property owner of Placer County since 2006, I am thankful for the Hidden Falls Park. As an avid
mountain biker, I ride the HF trails over 20 days a year! I respect horses even though many times they don't reciprocate,
I still show them friendliness and a smile.
The purpose of this e‐mail is to voice my support of the new Hidden Park expansion project currently open for public
comment.
Beyond my support for the Park expansion, I make annual donations to the Placer County Land Trust in hopes of
expanding the open space acreage in Placer County.
Again, thanks much for building Hidden Falls trail system in the first place and you got my vote for the expansion.
As Ever,
Gary Scott
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Steve Sheldon <teledawg@gmail.com>
Monday, October 19, 2020 8:19 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] To: County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

I strongly support Hidden Falls expansion project and the reduced plan.
Preservation of open space and recreational opportunities serve our current residents and future generations. The
existing Hidden Falls is a valuable resource with much use, and the local impacts have been well mitigated since the
initial crowds.
The minor impacts from the reduced expansion plan are much less than if the area were to be developed, and I strongly
encourage the planning commissioners to approve this plan.
Respectfully,
Steve Sheldon
Auburn, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sherman <shermanjktv@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 9:28 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan,

Placer County Planning Commision
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Good Morning,
My family has used the Hidden Falls trails starting in approximately 2006. My son,who was a freshman at the time, and I
would mountain bike the trails and I still do with my retired buddies. Additionally my wife and her girlfriends use the
trails for horseback riding. I understand you need to consider the ramifications the expansion would have on the
surrounding neighborhood and hope the reduced plan is an acceptable alternative.
I therefore support the Hidden Falls Expansion Plan.
Thank you,
Jim Sherman
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathy sherman <luv2ridequus@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 1:18 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
My family are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails as well as cyclists and hikers. We support
the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future.
We've had the privilege of riding in parts of the new area nearer to the Bear River for several years before
my friend sold it to Placer Land Trust. It is a wonderful trail system already and I hope I will be able to ride
there again someday.
The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Kathy Sherman
Jim Sherman
Vincent Sherman
Tara Sherman

To help protect y ou r priv acy , Microsoft Office prev ented
auto matic downlo ad o f this picture from the Internet.

Virus-free. www.avg.com
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Barbara Simmons <simmons@redshift.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 2:56 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

Dear Ms. Colbert:
I am writing in support of the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval.
My husband and I are active horseback riders and have enjoyed Hidden Falls since it opened the newer section. It is a
delight to be able to ride there and enjoy the beauty of it.
I hope that you know that we appreciate the open space and additional trails for ourselves and for the people who come
after us.
The reduced plan seems to more than adequately address the concerns of the neighbors. Again, we encourage your
approval.
Thank you,
Barbara Simmons
CJ LaCivita
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

abetterjeff01@gmail.com
Sunday, October 18, 2020 5:27 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attn: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I Support the Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval.
Hidden Falls is an amazing community resource and vital to the health and happiness of Placer
County residents as well as a part of our community pride. 500,000 Placer County residents will thank
you.
Jeff & Michelle Souza
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeff Sparman <jeff.sparman@icloud.com>
Monday, October 19, 2020 8:12 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

I support Hidden Falls Expansion
and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000 residents of Placer County will thank
you."
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Vickie Speegle <vmspeegle@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 10:42 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

I have an active Horse Group called Desperate Horsewives Group with 250 members in Butte County. We support
Hidden Falls Reduced Expansion Plan and encourage your approval. We would love to see 30 more miles of trails!
Thank you
Vickie Speegle
Founder of Desperate Horsewives Group
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marianne Stuart <mariannestuart49@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 2:32 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

I very much support the revised plan for the Hidden Falls Expansion" COVID has shown how much the need is for parks
and a place to recreate safely. Now that folks have bought bikes etc and have been out acquainting themselves with
what parks have to offer they will continue to use parks. There is so much use we need the 30 + of additional miles of
trails. Please let the Board of Supervisors and any other committees know I and many others support a go forward vote
for the revised expansion.
Marianne Stuart
Member Placer Lant trust
Member Gold country Trails Council
American River Conservancy
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October 15, 2020

Subject:

Robert Hadley Sydnor
A.E.R.C. California State Trails Advocate
RHSydnor@gmail.com 916-335-1441

Support of Hidden Falls Expansion, reduced scope
Placer County Regional Parks

Dear Placer County Planning Commission members:
Attention: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

The American Endurance Ride Conference consists of about 4,200 equestrians (nationally)
who ride long-distances (50 and 100 miles) on mountain trails in organized rides under
government permits with licensed equine Veterinarians.
AERC is headquartered here in Auburn, Placer County, California. < www.aerc.org >
As you are aware, Auburn in Placer County is known as the Endurance Capitol of the World.
Several hundred of our A.E.R.C. members live and ride horses here in Placer County.
We are local residents. My Arabian horse is boarded with 20 other horses on Horseshoe Bar
Road in Loomis, southern Placer County. Hidden Falls Regional Park is used in the winter and
spring to condition our horses for longer rides, when Placer trails at higher elevations in the Sierra
Nevada are snowbound in the winter.
I serve on the National Trails Committee for AERC, and concurrently serve as the California
State Trails Advocate for the 50,000 miles trails within California.
For more than a decade, I have ridden my Arabian horse on the 30 miles of trails within the
existing Hidden Falls Regional Park. Have written a dozen detailed reports on these existing trails,
plus have posted more than 700 trail-bed photographs onto Google Earth, so that thousands of
Placer County citizens can perceive the excellent trail system at Hidden Falls Regional Park.
Thousands of Placer County residents have viewed my trail-bed photographs on Google Earth, and
have eagerly taken hikes at Hidden Falls Regional County Park.
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Page 2.
Our hundreds of A.E.R.C. equestrians fully support the planned expansion of Hidden Falls, to
include a new equestrian parking lot on the north side at Twilight Ranch, two new bridges across
Raccoon Creek, and 30 additional trails for hikers, equestrians, and mountain bikers. The
Subsequent E.I.R. is over one thousand pages long, and every aspect of the Hidden Falls Expansion
is fully considered.
Placer County citizens of all ages and interests support the planned “reduced scope”
expansion. This includes senior-citizen hikers from Sun City in Lincoln, hundreds of local
equestrians, and mountain bikers.
All of us are acutely concerned about forest fires, especially fires that are caused by drylightning strikes on hilltops. The Proposed Hidden Falls Expansion will create many miles of
shaded fuel breaks to minimize forest fires. Additionally, the new 30 miles of trails will provide
access to CalFire crews to fight these forest fires. This is a win-win situation for everyone, including
local ranchers, and Placer County residents who will use the newly expanded trail system. Dense
flammable underbrush will be removed, and fire safety will be significantly enhanced.
Please vote YES on October 22, 2020 at the meeting of the Planning Commission. This is an
excellent project that has been thoroughly evaluated for more than three years. There is
widespread support from thousands of Placer County residents (of all ages and interests).
Fabulous new trails are earnestly favored by everyone.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Hadley Sydnor
A.E.R.C. California State Trails Advocate
A.E.R.C. Trail Master (licensed trail maintenance)
Life Member, California Academy of Sciences
Fellow, Geological Society of America
U.S.F.S. Certified Sawyer (current as of October 2020)
Board Member, Mother Lode Unit
of Backcountry Horsemen of California
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October 15, 2020

Subject:

Robert Hadley Sydnor
A.E.R.C. California State Trails Advocate
RHSydnor@gmail.com 916-335-1441

Support of Hidden Falls Expansion, reduced scope
Placer County Regional Parks

Dear Placer County Planning Commission members:
Attention: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

The American Endurance Ride Conference consists of about 4,200 equestrians (nationally)
who ride long-distances (50 and 100 miles) on mountain trails in organized rides under
government permits with licensed equine Veterinarians.
AERC is headquartered here in Auburn, Placer County, California. < www.aerc.org >
As you are aware, Auburn in Placer County is known as the Endurance Capitol of the World.
Several hundred of our A.E.R.C. members live and ride horses here in Placer County.
We are local residents. My Arabian horse is boarded with 20 other horses on Horseshoe Bar
Road in Loomis, southern Placer County. Hidden Falls Regional Park is used in the winter and
spring to condition our horses for longer rides, when Placer trails at higher elevations in the Sierra
Nevada are snowbound in the winter.
I serve on the National Trails Committee for AERC, and concurrently serve as the California
State Trails Advocate for the 50,000 miles trails within California.
For more than a decade, I have ridden my Arabian horse on the 30 miles of trails within the
existing Hidden Falls Regional Park. Have written a dozen detailed reports on these existing trails,
plus have posted more than 700 trail-bed photographs onto Google Earth, so that thousands of
Placer County citizens can perceive the excellent trail system at Hidden Falls Regional Park.
Thousands of Placer County residents have viewed my trail-bed photographs on Google Earth, and
have eagerly taken hikes at Hidden Falls Regional County Park.
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Page 2.
Our hundreds of A.E.R.C. equestrians fully support the planned expansion of Hidden Falls, to
include a new equestrian parking lot on the north side at Twilight Ranch, two new bridges across
Raccoon Creek, and 30 additional trails for hikers, equestrians, and mountain bikers. The
Subsequent E.I.R. is over one thousand pages long, and every aspect of the Hidden Falls Expansion
is fully considered.
Placer County citizens of all ages and interests support the planned “reduced scope”
expansion. This includes senior-citizen hikers from Sun City in Lincoln, hundreds of local
equestrians, and mountain bikers.
All of us are acutely concerned about forest fires, especially fires that are caused by drylightning strikes on hilltops. The Proposed Hidden Falls Expansion will create many miles of
shaded fuel breaks to minimize forest fires. Additionally, the new 30 miles of trails will provide
access to CalFire crews to fight these forest fires. This is a win-win situation for everyone, including
local ranchers, and Placer County residents who will use the newly expanded trail system. Dense
flammable underbrush will be removed, and fire safety will be significantly enhanced.
Please vote YES on October 22, 2020 at the meeting of the Planning Commission. This is an
excellent project that has been thoroughly evaluated for more than three years. There is
widespread support from thousands of Placer County residents (of all ages and interests).
Fabulous new trails are earnestly favored by everyone.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Hadley Sydnor
A.E.R.C. California State Trails Advocate
A.E.R.C. Trail Master (licensed trail maintenance)
Life Member, California Academy of Sciences
Fellow, Geological Society of America
U.S.F.S. Certified Sawyer (current as of October 2020)
Board Member, Mother Lode Unit
of Backcountry Horsemen of California
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

M Taylor Taylor <mtaylor10099@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 9:16 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Reduced Plan

Myself and my husband are horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls
Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. Residents of Placer County as well as myself
will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than
addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Mary Taylor
Sent from my iPhone

1

130

506

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mike Vandeman <mjvande@pacbell.net>
Friday, October 16, 2020 6:33 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Mountain Biking in Our Parks

Re: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion FSEIR (PLN19‐00187)
What were you thinking??? Mountain biking and trail‐building destroy
wildlife habitat! Mountain biking is environmentally, socially, and
medically destructive! There is no good reason to allow bicycles on
any unpaved trail!
Bicycles should not be allowed in any natural area. They are
inanimate objects and have no rights. There is also no right to
mountain bike. That was settled in federal court in 1996:
https://mjvande.info/mtb10.htm . It's dishonest of mountain bikers to
say that they don't have access to trails closed to bikes. They have
EXACTLY the same access as everyone else ‐‐ ON FOOT! Why isn't that
good enough for mountain bikers? They are all capable of walking....
A favorite myth of mountain bikers is that mountain biking is no more
harmful to wildlife, people, and the environment than hiking, and
that science supports that view. Of course, it's not true. To settle
the matter once and for all, I read all of the research they cited,
and wrote a review of the research on mountain biking impacts (see
https://mjvande.info/scb7.htm ). I found that of the seven studies
they cited, (1) all were written by mountain bikers, and (2) in every
case, the authors misinterpreted their own data, in order to come to
the conclusion that they favored. They also studiously avoided
mentioning another scientific study (Wisdom et al) which did not
favor mountain biking, and came to the opposite conclusions.
Mountain bikers also love to build new trails ‐ legally or illegally.
Of course, trail‐building destroys wildlife habitat ‐ not just in the
trail bed, but in a wide swath to both sides of the trail! E.g.
grizzlies can hear a human from one mile away, and smell us from 5
miles away. Thus, a 10‐mile trail represents 100 square miles of
destroyed or degraded habitat, that animals are inhibited from using.
Mountain biking, trail building, and trail maintenance all increase
the number of people in the park, thereby preventing the animals'
full use of their habitat. See https://mjvande.info/scb9.htm for details.
Mountain biking accelerates erosion, creates V‐shaped ruts, kills
small animals and plants on and next to the trail, drives wildlife
and other trail users out of the area, and, worst of all, teaches
kids that the rough treatment of nature is okay (it's NOT!). What's
good about THAT?
1

131

507

To see exactly what harm mountain biking does to the land, watch this
5‐minute video: http://vimeo.com/48784297.
In addition to all of this, it is extremely dangerous:
https://mjvande.info/mtb_dangerous.htm .
For more information: https://mjvande.info/mtbfaq.htm .
The common thread among those who want more recreation in our parks
is total ignorance about and disinterest in the wildlife whose homes
these parks are. Yes, if humans are the only beings that matter, it
is simply a conflict among humans (but even then, allowing bikes on
trails harms the MAJORITY of park users ‐‐ hikers and equestrians ‐‐
who can no longer safely and peacefully enjoy their parks).
The parks aren't gymnasiums or racetracks or even human playgrounds.
They are WILDLIFE HABITAT, which is precisely why they are attractive
to humans. Activities such as mountain biking, that destroy habitat,
violate the charter of the parks.
Even kayaking and rafting, which give humans access to the entirety
of a water body, prevent the wildlife that live there from making
full use of their habitat, and should not be allowed. Of course those
who think that only humans matter won't understand what I am talking
about ‐‐ an indication of the sad state of our culture and educational system.
‐‐
I am working on creating wildlife habitat that is off‐limits to
humans ("pure habitat"). Want to help?
(I spent the previous 8 years fighting auto dependence and road construction.)
Wildlife must be given top priority, because they can't protect
themselves from us.
Please don't put a cell phone next to any part of your body that you
are fond of!
https://mjvande.info

2
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeanette Webber <jwebbs@icloud.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 10:33 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

Hello.
I would like to voice my support for the reduced Hidden Falls expansion plan.
This is a fabulous plan that will be used by equestrians for many years to come. Forward thinking of
land and trail development and preservation will be a valuable asset to all of our Placer county
residents.
Thank You. Jeanette Webber
Sent from my iPhone

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

maryww03 <maryww03@yahoo.com>
Sunday, October 18, 2020 11:44 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for trail expansion at Hidden Falls

As an equestrian, I support the Hidden Falls reduced plan and encourage your approval.
I own and operate a horse boarding facility in Loomis and these trails are so desired for trail riding access and trailer
parking is needed.
Sincerely
Mary Westfall
Hide‐N‐Out Ranch
Loomis, CA

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nancy Wilbourne <hossgirl@hughes.net>
Friday, October 16, 2020 10:40 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls trails expansion

Please pass this trails extension to allow equestrian use.
Thank you,
Nancy Wilbourne

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Theresa Wilson <her90fj@yahoo.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 9:04 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plans

My family are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan
and encourage your approval. Residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our
future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors' needs.

Theresa Wilso
Newcastle, Ca

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

1
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To:

Placer County Planning Commission

From: Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer
Date: October 19, 2020
Re:

The Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Final SEIR

After reading the Draft SEIR and the Final SEIR for the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails
Expansion several issues still remain as huge concerns. Due to these concerns, we still believe
that the most responsible alternative is Alternative 1: continuing with only docent led hikes and
activities on the preserves. This is the only way to preserve the balance of nature, agriculture
and recreation, minimize the demand on first responders, and keep families, homes, property,
roads, and communities safe and secure.
As you evaluate the SEIR, we ask that you thoughtfully consider our issues, as well those raised
by others. We ask that you make sure that our issues and questions, as well as yours are
addressed before making any decision or recommendations. We ask that any recommendations
you make on October 22, 2020 or in the future will have stipulations/conditions/requirements
of completion before the project moves forward.

Section 3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND Section 17.0 ALTERNATIVES
The Draft SEIR, released on 2/20/20, provided extensive details about the proposed HFRP
Expansion Project Plan, and outlined information about Alternative 1, 2 and 3. The Final SEIR,
released on 9/4/20 provided no significant changes to the proposed Project Plan or any of the
Alternatives.
On 9/14/20 the Parks Commission Agenda was released and it revealed the staff was
recommending a “Reduced Project” Plan, which was none of the Alternatives. There were less
than two pages detailing the “Reduced Plan.” The 9/24 and 10/22 Planning Commission
Agendas, though having lengthy additional documents, provided minimal information about the
“Reduced Plan.”



Why a new “Reduced Plan” just 10 days after the Final SEIR was released?
Does the “Reduced Plan” constitute a 4th Alternative?

The document link in the October 22, 2020 agenda provides an Attachment D, Exhibit E: Errata
to the Final SEIR, for the HFRP Trails Expansion Project. It is 3 pages of changes to Impacts and
Mitigations. The Final SEIR doesn’t even mention “backcountry permits” and yet it is one of the
key components of the “Reduced Plan.”
Where is the “Reduced Plan” Alternative? Why isn’t the “Reduced Plan” a specific revision and
addition to the Final SEIR?
We ask that you make a recommendation that an Alternative 4: Reduced Plan be detailed out in
a revision/addition to the Final SEIR as a condition prior to going before the Supervisors.
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DRAFT MODIFIED CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
The draft Modified Conditional Use Permit includes the full build out of the proposed HFRP
Trails Expansion Plan. As noted on page 1 of 20 it states: “This CUP Modification covers: Adding
parking and access areas improvement, including utilizing the existing parking and access at
Harvego Preserve off Curtola Ranch Road for access to the northern areas of the expanded trail
network…”
Then it states, Restricts construction of parking areas as follows: Utilization of the current
parking area at the Harvego Preserve for docent‐led tours only, 12 times per year.”
Which is it? What would this Modified CUP allow?
We request a stand‐alone Conditional Use Permit for the “Reduced Plan” (without all the
contradicting ambiguity) be released to the public and digitally provided through the
“interested parties” email list, and be given the required number of days for public review,
before the Planning Commission takes any final action on the Modified Conditional Use Permit
and the Revised Final SEIR.

LEGAL ISSUES REGARDING THE TRAIL EASEMENT ACROSS PRIVATE BIG HILL ROAD:
The SEIR, Project Plan describes a connector trail from the Taylor Preserve, across the Liberty
Ranch in order to get to the Harvego Bear River Preserves. The Liberty Ranch property owner
sold a Conservation Easement and Trail Easement to Placer County and Placer Land Trust. The
SEIR assumes that the HFRP Project can allow the public to cross over Country Club Lane/Big
Hill Road. The Big Road Improvement and Maintenance Association contends that a property
owner does not have the right to give the public access to use the road.
A document from the Sinclair Wilson Baldo and Chamberlain, Attorneys at Law, to the property
owners on Big Hill, on October 24, 2019, provides easement research and maintenance
obligations.
The relevant information in that document is on page 3: “Finally, the three Right‐of‐Way
easement deeds create a private right‐of‐way along Big Hill Road, between the east and west
boundaries of the encumbered properties and not a public right of use. Accordingly, the
property owners exclude use of Big Hill Road by the general public.”
Not only are the property owners concerned about the public (hikers, cyclists, and equestrians
using their road to cross, they are concerned that the public will head west up Big Hill Road and
go anywhere they want throughout the private Big Hill Community.
We ask that you make a recommendation to the supervisors that this legal issue be resolved
before taking a vote on the HFRP Expansion Project.
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Section 4.0 LAND USE AND AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES
CEQA requires that the SEIR evaluate the potential for project‐related impacts associated with
on‐site and adjoining land uses and agricultural resources.
The SEIR makes faulty and unsubstantiated assumptions that there will be no impact on cattle
grazing, agriculture and adjoining land uses. It does not utilize pertinent information from the
local rancher/stakeholders and ag organizations to come up with its conclusion.
CEQA requires that the lead agency meet with and involve stakeholders. In our response to the
Draft SEIR we stated that, “in the 15‐year planning toward the HFRP Expansion the Placer
County Parks Division, failed to communicate, collaborate, and work with the stakeholder cattle
ranchers that are either leasing preserves from PLT, grazing cattle adjacent to the proposed
expansion area, or leasing private property to graze up on Big Hill. All will be impacted by the
HFRP Expansion.” The response in the Final SEIR sited two instances where the Parks Division
claims they reached out to cattle ranchers:
1. An invitation to go on the tour to the Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority where
cattle grazing is done.
 It needs to be made clear that we were the only ranchers that attended and that
to our knowledge, we were the only cattle ranchers that were invited to go on
the tour.
 No invitation was extended to the other 7 cattle ranchers that will be impacted.
 Was an invitation extended to the Placer County Farm Bureau board members or
Tahoe Cattlemen’s board members?
 The Parks Division staff didn’t communicate with us during or after the event
regarding what was learned and how it compares to our operation and the HFRP
Expansion area and project.
 The SEIR states it utilized the experience of the Santa Clara Valley Open Space
Authority to come to their conclusion. This preserve has significant differences in
number of acres (larger), number of parking spaces (fewer), and number of
visitors (fewer), which invalidates using it to justify compatibility of grazing for
this project area.
 The SEIR also fails to disclose that there have been incidents where cattle have
injured hikers at this preserve, as well as in other open space parks.
 Utilizing the experience at the Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority, should
not be a substitute for collaborating with and utilizing the experience of the local
rancher/stakeholders and local ag organizations.
2. The SEIR states that County staff have engaged the Placer County Farm Bureau and
presented to them. We attended the meeting where they presented the HFRP
Expansion Plan.
 Andy Fisher and Justin Wages from PLT presented the HFRP Expansion plan and
stated that in the acquisition of the Taylor, Kotomyan and Harvego Preserves,
agriculture was never a priority.
 They stated that the purpose of cattle grazing was only to serve their purposes
for fuel reduction and native species control.
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At no time did they ask us or the other two ranchers present about our cattle
operations and how they would be impacted by the expansion.
It is important to note that the Placer County Farm Bureau and Tahoe
Cattlemen’s Association have come out against the HFRP Expansion and that the
HFRP Expansion Project is not compatible with adjacent land uses and
agriculture.

We would also like to note that in March 2020 we emailed Josh Huntsinger, County Ag
Commissioner regarding the HFRP Expansion and agriculture and we didn’t even receive a
response.
The SEIR does not disclose that the Hidden Falls Regional Park and the Expansion Project have
already undermined agriculture.
The SEIR states that cattle grazing on the current HFRP ended in 2013, but claims they plan to
reintroduce cattle grazing. The Final SEIR fails to disclose that:



There have been no infrastructure improvements to accommodate cattle; fencing, cattle
guards, self‐closing gates, corrals, etc.
There is no evidence of a “Grazing Management Plan”

The Final SEIR fails to disclose that the County replaced cattle grazing on the 50‐acre Twilight
Ride Property on Bell Road with goat grazing which undermines agriculture:





This property has always been cattle grazing land and currently was being grazed
through a “good neighbor agreement” by the adjacent cattle rancher.
The County purchased the property in 2/2020 and in July contracted for 900 goats and
sheep to be brought in without talking with the neighboring cattle rancher who had 3
bulls on the property.
This demonstrates a total disregard for agriculture and the current culture of “being a
good neighbor.”

Though “Grazing Management Plans” are eluded to in the SEIR, they are not provided and the
stakeholder/ranchers haven’t seen them.




It is critical for all rancher/stakeholders sharing fence lines to know whether bulls,
stocker calves, or cow/calves are on each property.
“Grazing Management Plans” impact each adjacent rancher.
When will this essential communication take place?

In order to come to an accurate conclusion about the impact on adjacent land uses, cattle
grazing and agriculture, we ask that you make a recommendation to the supervisors that:




meaningful conversations with the ag stakeholders: all of the impacted cattle ranchers,
representatives from Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association and the Placer County Farm Bureau
be conducted before any vote is taken on the project.
“Grazing Management Plans” are disclosed and discussed with rancher/stakeholders
before a vote is taken on the project.
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It is only then that there will be an accurate conclusion about the impact on agriculture and
land use, which must be addressed under CEQA. This must be done before the SEIR is voted on
and is approved and certified.

CEQA requires that the SEIR evaluate the impact and compatibility with the surrounding
community. We have repeatedly stated both verbally and in writing, that we, as residents of
Orr Creek Lane and also residents on Big Hill Road, Country Club Lane and Curtola Ranch Road
are dealing with trespassing, illegal parking, theft and altercations with people who want to
illegally access the Taylor and Harvego Preserves and “Big Hill.”
The Final SEIR states two ways they plan to mitigate this problem: 1) They will put up signs and
2) have a contract ranger patrol. Why that won’t work: 1) There are already many “NO Hidden
Falls Access” signs posted and people completely disregard them, 2) How many days per week
and how many hours a day will the Parks Division dedicate a contract ranger for patrolling these
roads? A ranger staff at the Twilight Ride entrance booth cannot monitor these private roads
and the trails.
Online trail maps, GPS and social media will cause an explosion of information referring people
to enter “free” or when the parking lot is full, via Orr Creek Lane or other private roads. It will
be a nightmare for residents and potentially dangerous when altercations ensue. This is both a
land use compatibility issue and a public safety issue.
Due to the extent of the problem, we ask that you make a recommendation to the supervisors,
that before they vote on this project, that the County does its due diligence and works
collaboratively with impacted stakeholders/property owners on the impacted roads sited, to
come up with mitigations that can minimize the impact, risks and potential costs.

Section 8.0 TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION
SR 49, Lone Star Road and Cramer Road: There are significant collision and fatality statistics that
give evidence of what a dangerous corridor this segment of SR 49 from Lone Star Road to
Lorenson Road is. As stated in the SEIR, the segment of SR 49 from Lone Star to Lorenson Road
experienced fatalities at a rate of 0.021 per MVM, which is 50% greater than the average of
0.014 fatal collisions per MVM.
The State of California (Caltrans) has evaluated traffic, collision and fatality data and statistics
for SR 49 from Lone Star Road to Lorenson Road and determined that safety measures and
improvements are essential for public safety and have committed to the Caltrans SR 49 Safety
Barrier and Roundabout Project. The fact that this is a state highway, does not absolve our
County and Supervisors of their responsibility for addressing public safety on this dangerous
stretch of highway.
The recently adopted Winery and Brewery Ordinance found the intersection of SR 49 and
Cramer to be a “significant but unavoidable impact.” We question why the HFRP Expansion
SEIR didn’t come to this same conclusion and assert that it should. This is a glaring omission and
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inconsistency with previous findings from both the State and the County, which undermines the
credibility of the SEIR.
Given Caltrans’ findings and the Winery and Brewery Ordinance’s findings, we request that the
Planning Commission request that the HFRP Expansion Final SEIR revise its conclusion and state
that the intersection of SR 49 and Cramer Road be a “significant but unavoidable impact.” The
intersection of SR 49 and Lone Star Road should also be a “significant but unavoidable
impact.”
The fact that the HFRP Expansion will generate hundreds of vehicle trips per day on SR 49, and
contribute to the dangerous conditions on SR 49, we ask that the Planning Commission make a
recommendation to the supervisors that the proposed Caltrans SR 49 Safety Barrier and
Roundabout Project be completed as a condition before the Twilight Riding access point is
opened to the public.

Blind Curves and Blind Driveways/Roads: The SEIR shows complete disregard for the safety of
residents and visitors to HFRP. The SEIR states that even though commenters, Prism
Engineering Traffic Review and Findings, and their own Traffic Study in the Appendices, point
out area roadways that are unsafe based on specific horizontal (blind curves) and vertical
alignment or sight distance on Bell Road, Cramer Road, Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road,
the SEIR “doesn’t have to give that direct consideration in impact evaluation based on Placer
County’s established CEQA evaluation methods.”
This is a glaring and dangerous error that the County would ignore the potential traffic issues
created by adding hundreds of daily vehicle trips, truck and horse trailer rigs and cyclists on the
narrow roads, with no shoulder other than a ditch, the blind curves of Bell Road, Cramer Road,
Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road, and create risk of ingress and egress for property owners.
Residents are aware of the dangerous roads, but visitors won’t be and will pick up excessive
speed on the downhill grades and curves. The SEIR also fails to address that truck and trailer
rigs, RVs, garbage trucks, and propane trucks must cross over center of road in order to make
tight curves.
The County is responsible for road safety and must be required to do their “due diligence” and
utilize other methods of evaluation to determine where mitigations and road improvements
are needed. Signage is not a substitute for road improvement. The improvement to the first
blind curve on west Lone Star Road, just off of SR 49 is an example of what the County has done
and can do.
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, as a condition prior to
voting on the HFRP Expansion, to do their “due diligence”:




Compile and read all the residents’ personal comments (based on local personal local
knowledge and experience) regarding traffic safety issues
Read the Prism Engineering Traffic Review and Findings
Do further evaluation of the potential traffic issues on the narrow roads and blind
curves of Bell Road, Cramer Road, Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road and the issues
of ingress and egress for property owners.

142

518

We ask that you make a recommendation requesting that, as a condition to voting on the
Project, that the County commit to mitigations and road improvements, in addition to signage,
to Cramer Road, Bell Road, Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road.
We ask that you make a recommendation that the County be required to complete all
mitigations and road improvements, to Cramer Road, Bell Road, Lone Star Road, Garden Bar
Road are completed before the Twilight Ride access points are opened to the public.

The Twilight Ride entrance requires commercial taper lanes off Bell Road. Due to the entrance
engineering, trees on the neighboring property may need to come down for “line of sight” and
neighboring properties may need to be encroached upon.
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires that the Supervisors and Public Works
Department acquire these rights for tree removal or property encroachment/acquisition
through ethical means and that the property owners must consent voluntarily.

Impact 8‐3: CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 subdivision (b). The addition of project traffic does
result in an increase in vehicle miles traveled. The Reduced Project would still generate VMT
inconsistent with the MTP/SCS. Therefore, this impact remains significant and unavoidable.
We can no longer disregard our human impacts on air quality and climate change. We cannot
keep putting our “wants for more” ahead of the environment. Alternative 1 is the superior
alternative for the environment.
We ask the you make a recommendation the supervisors, asking them to address, “Why Placer
County is putting the HFRP Expansion Project ahead of the environment and state guidelines for
VMT?”

Section 13.0 PUBLIC SERVICES AND UTILITIES
We dispute the SEIR’s erroneous conclusion that the Expansion won’t impact first responders
and services. CAL FIRE Chief Estes, in June 2020, stated to the supervisors that technical rescues
have grown steadily at a 5% increase each year and that the current Hidden Falls accounts for
25% of the entire county’s rescues. We also know that rescues often require multiple agencies,
units, and even helicopter services. With the proposed trails tripling the size, from 1200 acres
to 3,965 acres, and some of the terrain being much steeper than the current park, rescue
incident calls will potentially triple. With 50% of rescue calls being in the ASRA, that means that
a staggering 75% of rescue calls are in the greater Auburn area.
The Final SEIR fails to provide the data and stats that we requested for Placer County Sheriff
Incidents, CAL FIRE Incidents, Rescue Incidents, and CHP Incidents that would provide evidence
for an accurate conclusion regarding impact on first responders.
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Also critical to this discussion are the County documents that are linked to the Special
Supervisors Meeting, October 20, 2020: Fire Workshop: Next Steps on Placer County
Sustainability Fire/EMA Services.


These documents lay out the growing fiscal imbalance, ongoing deficit spending, and
challenges in regard to funding services, equipment replacement and acquisitions,
facilities and staffing.

Document: Fire Service in Western Placer County




Five‐year projections for the County Fire Control Fund (FY 2017‐18 through FY 2021‐22)
show a 21% increase in costs offset by a 6% increase in revenues, resulting in a projected
cumulative shortfall of $6.3M in FY 2021‐22, excluding capital costs. Page 4
This figure does not include the cost of replacing outdated apparatus, providing
adequate facility maintenance, nor implementing nationally recommended standards for
quality fire/EMS services.

Document: Community Risk Assessment and Study:


Fire Department calls for service: Highest volume of calls for Placer County are in North
Auburn. Page 12

The Final SEIR fails to disclose that the SR 49 and Bell Road Corridor is already a hub for first
responder incidents: (as sited above)






Collisions and vehicle accidents
The hospital and numerous senior care facilities
The transient incidents due the Homeless Shelter and camps at Dewitt
Low income housing
Hidden Falls Regional Park

The Final SEIR fails to evaluate the impact of additional high‐density housing that is either under
construction or has been approved. (Sisters of Mercy high density, low income housing and the
Richardson 800 units north off Bell, County Government Center build out)
Utilizing:




comprehensive incident statistics,
the Fire Services Ad Hoc Committees analysis,
and assessing the demands placed on our first responders to provide “mutual aid” in
relation to the state’s wildfire crisis,

the Final SEIR must submit a revision stating that the HFRP Trails Expansion Project would be an
impact on services and first responders and must be disclosed as a “significant but unavoidable
impact.”
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires that the supervisors, before the HFRP
Expansion is voted on, be provided with comprehensive incident stats for all first responder
144

520

agencies from 2010 to 2020, so that they can use that information, as well as the Fire Services
Committee Report Documents to determine the true impact on first responders and services.
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, before the HFRP
Expansion is voted on, to determine the increase in first responder staff and resources that
would be needed to support the HFRP Expansion, what that would cost, and to disclose
whether the County has ongoing, permanent funds to underwrite and sustain those costs.
The Final SEIR fails to acknowledge or address our concern that Placer County is not able to
adequately provide funding our fire districts. Communities must compensate for this, by
passing property tax add‐on.




There are currently 11 fire tax add‐ons through‐out Placer County.
Jim Holmes indicated in April 2020 that he and Supervisor Gustafson would be going to
the voters in North Auburn/Ophir for another property tax add‐on for fire.
The County will increase risk and demands on first responders with the HFRP expansion
project and then expect the local residents who were adamantly against it, to pay for it
and the consequences.

We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, before the HFRP
Expansion is voted on, to declare that they currently and in the foreseeable future can
adequately fund the fire districts in the communities of North Auburn, Ophir and Lincoln
without going to residents for a property tax add‐on.

Section 16.0 WILDIRE
The SEIR fails to disclose that the NEVADA‐YUBA‐PLACER STRATEGIC FIRE PLAN identifies the
priority:


To reduce the risks to citizens and emergency responders from wildland fire.

The SEIR fails to disclose that the PLACER COUNTY LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN is clear in
stating the need to have, “strategic planning to limit risk, in a WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE.
Both state that the responsibility lies in wise land use decisions in a WUI.
The SEIR boldly states that “the potential exists for the project to expose people to an
uncontrolled wildfire and to exacerbate risk of wildfire during construction, maintenance, and
public use of the trail system.”
From the Special Supervisors Meeting, October 20, 2020: Fire Workshop: Next Steps on Placer
County Sustainability Fire/EMA Services, Document: Community Risk Assessment and Study:


Wildland Urban Interface: The Placer County Mitigation Plan indicates this hazard
(wildland fire) is highly likely to occur in the next year and the consequences are critical
with 25% to 50% of the property severely damaged with injuries occurring that may
result in permanent disability. Given the recent events in other areas of the state, the
destruction could be worse depending on the location of the fire and its movement. The
Plan notes there have been 14 events since 1993 directly attributable to Placer County.
Page 79
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We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, before the HFRP
Expansion is voted on, to declare that they take full responsibility for increasing the risk to
citizens and emergency responders due to the potential risk for uncontrolled wildfire as
identified in the SEIR.
We dispute that the SEIR’s mitigations will bring this risk down to “insignificant”. The following
mitigations are assets for fighting a fire, not preventing a fire and lowering risk.




A light weight rescue vehicle which is a replacement of an aging‐out LRV, not an addition
water storage tanks and
helicopter pads

With the Reduced Plan, there is no mention of these mitigation measures on the Harvego
Preserves, even though visitors will be accessing this highly combustible, high risk fire area that
is very close in proximity to the 146‐home Auburn Valley residential development.
We ask that you make a recommendation that there be a water storage tank and helicopter
pad on the Harvego Preserve as a condition for opening the backcountry permit trails.
The SEIR claims that by creating new access roads, the project will actually lower risk of wildfire.
This is a false claim because there is no evidence that the Expansion Project is providing new
roads to improve firefighting or evacuation. With the exception of the road/trail and new
bridges at the southern‐most point of the expansion area, that weaves through private
property and crosses Racoon Creek, there is no evidence in the SEIR of any new access roads in
the 2,765 acres. The Final SEIR released a map of Emergency Egress Routes showing only
existing service roads, dirt roads, County and private roads.
The SEIR claims that shaded fuel breaks, fuel load reduction, dead and down tree removal will
lower risk of wildfire. With the expansion area being designated as a WILDLAND URBAN
INTERFACE, with high risk for wildfire, all fuel load reduction, shaded fuel breaks and dead and
down tree removal must be specified in a Fire Management Plan and Fuel Load Reduction Plan.
These “Plans” are not provided in the SEIR. These “Plans” must be drafted by qualified fire
agencies and made available to residents and the supervisors.
We ask that you make a recommendation that a “Fire Management Plan” and a “Fuel Load
Reduction Plan” with specific mapping, for both the current HFRP and the 2,765 acres of the
expanded trail properties be drafted by a qualified fire agency and available in a
revision/addition to the FSEIR, prior to the Supervisors voting on this project.
We ask that you make a recommendation that as a condition to opening any new access into
the Hidden Falls Expansion area that the County and Placer Land Trust complete all wildfire
mitigations and complete all fuel load mitigations (shaded fuel breaks, clear dead and down
trees, vegetation fuel load reduction) as specified in the “Fire Management Plan” and a “Fuel
Load Reduction Plan”.
The Final SEIR fails to address our concern for sufficient ongoing, permanent funding to
maintain shaded fuel breaks, fuel load reduction and dead tree removal on current county trails
and properties and the proposed HFRP Expansion.
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We ask for a recommendation that requires the supervisors, before the HFRP Expansion is
voted on, to determine the ongoing cost to maintain shaded fuel breaks, fuel load reduction
and dead and down tree removal on the current county trails and properties and on the
proposed HFRP Expansion, and to disclose whether the County has ongoing, permanent funds
to underwrite and sustain those costs.

Section 12.0 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
The excavation and construction of the entrance road to the Twilight Ride Property, access
road, parking lot and trails will cause significant disruption and damage to wetland areas,
ponds, and streams on the Twilight Ride Property, as well as impacting and polluting
downstream habitats and wildlife.
The SEIR repeatedly comes to the conclusion that impacts could be “significant” to biological
resources and specific species. The SEIR provides no evidence that they have done biological
environmental studies of the various wetlands on the Twilight Ride Property.
We know that “in‐lieu of” mitigations are commonly used to address species and habitat
destruction. In the case of the HFRP Expansion, is adding more trails in Placer County more
important than protecting the environment and its wildlife?
We ask that you make a recommendation that the County be required to complete full
environmental studies and mitigations that protect and preserve these habitats, before dirt
work and construction begins.

IN CONCLUSION:
What is your role in relation to the errors of omission and unsubstantiated and faulty
conclusions in the HFRP Expansion FSEIR? Is it your responsibility to see that they are addressed
and corrected before the Project and SEIR move forward?

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our comments, questions, and requests.

Best regards,
Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jane Wurst <jawurst@yahoo.com>
Monday, October 19, 2020 10:58 AM
Sue Colbert
Cindy Gustafson; Kelly McCaughna; Jim Holmes; Beverly Roberts; Robert Weygandt; Shanti Landon;
Bonnie Gore; Landon Wolf; Kirk Uhler; Ashley Brown; Suzanne Jones; Judy Isaman
[EXTERNAL] Comment Letter for 10 22 20 Planning Commission HFRP Expansion FSEIR
Letter to Planning Commission for 10 22 20.docx

Hello Sue,
I have attached our comment letter in regards to the 11/22/20 Planning Commission Agenda Item: HFRP Trails
Expansion Project FSEIR.
Would you please provide this to the Planning Commissioners at your earliest convenience?
Thank you for your assistance.
Best regards,
Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jane Wurst <jawurst@yahoo.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 10:56 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Information for the 7 Planning Commissioners
Letter to Plan Com and Supervisors re false statement.docx; Mears Drive Resident Comments.docx

Happy Friday Sue,
Could please forward these two items to the 7 Planning Commissioners.
Thank you... and have a lovely weekend,
Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer

1
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To:

Placer County Supervisors and District Directors
Placer County Planning Commissioners

From: Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer
Date:

October 16, 2020

Re:

The Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

Hello Supervisors and Planning Commissioners,
The following quote has once again come to our attention:
2) c. “The establishment, maintenance or operation of the Reduced Project will not be detrimental to the
health, safety, peace, comfort and general welfare of people residing or working in the neighborhood of
the proposed use, and will not be detrimental or injurious to property or improvements in the
neighborhood or to the general welfare of the County.” page 19 of 20
We were astonished to see this sentence in a recent County document for the Hidden Falls Expansion,
•
•
•
•
•

To:
Placer County Planning Commission
From: Department of Public Works, Parks Division
Date: September 11, 2020
Subject: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project Conditional Use Permit Notification.
Signed by Lisa Carnahan, Senior Planner

The exact sentence was also in a County document regarding the original Hidden Falls EIR, page 12
•
•
•
•
•

To: Placer County Planning Commission
From: Development Review Committee, Placer County Community Development Resource
Agency
Date: January 14, 2010
Subject: Final Environmental Impact Report and Conditional Use Permit-Hidden Falls Region
Park
Signed by Lisa Carnahan, Chairperson, Developmental Review Committee

Why are we so astonished to see this statement again? Because we know that there are many
“unintended consequences” in relation to the Hidden Falls Park off Mears Drive. These consequences
make this statement blatantly untrue. Please note the following evidence which came forward in 2018,
2 years after the reservation system was initiated:
1. At the June 14, 2018 Scoping Meeting for the HFRP Expansion Project, the Planning Commission
Chambers were filled to overflowing with a standing room only crowd. Many of the participants
were residents of Mears Drive and Mears Place, that were still very angry about all the impacts
and changes to their once peaceful rural community. Many of these participants expressed
outrage that the County would inflict this on another rural community.
2. On August 1, 2018, Julie Lenz a resident from Mears Drive prepared and read a statement to
Supervisor Weygandt when a small group from Protect Rural Placer met with him. She followed
up with providing her comments for Protect Rural Placer to use with their outreach efforts. We
have attached her comment letter for you.
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3. Even today, if you drive down Mears Drive and Mears Place you see that residents have installed
at their own expense, fencing and security gates and have traffic cones, saw horses with “no
trespassing signs”, and caution tape blocking their driveways.
It is clear from Julie’s extensive statement, from comments at the Scoping Meeting, and actions taken by
residents that Hidden Falls Regional Park has been detrimental to the health, safety, peace, comfort
and general welfare of families and community.
To add insult to injury, the HFRP Expansion Project will add an additional 25 spaces to the Mears Place
parking lot, resulting in even more traffic on their rural country road!

Over the past two years residents have expressed through hundreds of letters and comments at County
meetings, that they firmly believe that the HFRP Expansion will be detrimental to the health, safety,
peace, comfort and general welfare of their family and community. These comments have included
“local personal knowledge and experience” of how dangerous the roads currently are and how residents
are already dealing with illegal parking, trespassing, and altercations with people illegally accessing the
Placer Land Trust preserves and private Big Hill properties via private roads. These dangerous conditions
will be significantly worse if the trail expansion is approved and every internet trail site and social media
not only promotes the park and trails, but advertises these private roads as access points.

Another factor, that sadly must be taken into account is that over the past few years, there have been
issues with over tourism and visitors not adhering to posted signage and rules at many outdoor
recreation areas. This has led to a nightmare of traffic, blocked driveways, trash, and problems for
residents and first responders. (Yankee Jim’s in Foresthill, Auburn State Recreation Area, Hidden Falls
Park, Tahoe and Daffodil Hill, just to name a few.)

Knowing all this:
What is each Planning Commissioner’s and Supervisor’s, ethical responsibility to this statement and to
the citizens in relation to it?
Do you have an ethical responsibility to ensure that County documents state the truth, and bear witness
to what is actually accurate and true?
What is your ethical responsibility, in light of this false statement, in regards to the approval of the
Modified Conditional Use Permit, recommendation of the HFRP Project, and certification of the Final
SEIR?

Respectfully submitted for your thoughtful consideration,
Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer
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This statement was prepared by Julie, a resident of Mears Drive, the road leading into the existing
Hidden Falls Regional Park. She read these comments at a meeting with Supervisor Weygandt on August
1, 2018.
This statement was also read (at Julie’s request) at a meeting with Supervisor Uhler on August 20, 2018.
All of the supervisors have been provided with a copy of these comments, as well as MACs.
I would like to start by saying that in the very beginning, it was explained to the Mears Drive
homeowners that Hidden Falls Park was going to be a county park for the people of Placer County. Since
then the supervisors/planners of Placer County have fallen prey to grandiose thinking and large- scale
planning without the consent or consideration of the people/homeowners/taxpayers that they are
elected by and/or hired to serve. Mears Drive residents could never have begun to know the level that
the county had planned to go with the Hidden Falls Park, with its expansion of the park, and its out-ofcounty recruitment of park goers. (SHOW LIST OF WEBSITES) This list of websites touting Hidden Falls. It
took me about 10 minutes to compile and there are more.*
My husband, and I have lived on and enjoyed our quiet, shady, dead-ended, rural Mears Drive home for
33 years. We purchased the property because of those characteristics. We raised our kids there and
Placer County has destroyed it. Since the park opened:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our neighborhood has been introduced to many undesirable people
Our vehicle has been broken into
Several neighbors have been robbed several times
Vehicles in the park have been vandalized and broken into in, as seen in Auburn Journal crime log
regularly
We find garbage in our mailbox
All of our mailboxes were broken into and our mail was thrown down the street
We have had strangers coming to our door at night asking for a ride because their friend left
them at the park
We have constant noise pollution and air pollution
There has been up to and sometimes more than 500 cars a day on our road which means 1000
trips coming and going
We have speeding cars
The signage added to our street is an eyesore
A fire cracker was thrown at us while working in the yard
We have had people walking onto our property casing it
We have all put up gates. A neighbor’s gate got crashed into when a park-goer used their
driveway as a turn around
Speeding cars have ignored the stop sign on Mears Place and crashed into our fence and
property and left us to fix it twice
The Roberts who bought 20 acres and built their dream home over 20 years ago now have a
huge parking lot next door and have to endure constant noise from sun up to sun down
We all have the horrible, anxiety-producing threat of fire. And when the park burns up and lives
are lost, Placer County will be held responsible just like PG&E is for the Santa Rosa fire.
It is impossible to have a Neighborhood Watch program with so many strangers
There was a man that mysteriously burned to death, after-hours, in the park parking lot. That
was extremely creepy and nerve racking

152

528

•
•

There are bike riders that go into and come out of the park at late hours of the night after the
park is closed with headlamps on and they race down the street
There are many emergency vehicles flying down our narrow road often

This situation is extremely frustrating. If I wanted to open a free petting farm on Mears Drive there
would be many fees, permits, strict rules, regulations, studies, limitations, guidelines, minimums, noise
requirements, air quality confines, etc. so that the “neighborhood would not be impacted.” Can you
please explain to me WHY the County does not have to follow the same rules and laws it imposes on its
citizens?!!! I could not open a business that allowed 500 cars a day to visit my property on Mears Drive
due to “THE IMPACT ON THE NEIGHBORHOOD!!” I know that for a fact because neighboring rural
businesses have told us what they are put through by the County and the limiting guidelines they must
endure due to “the impact on the neighborhood.”
Again…we thought you were opening a county park, not a national park. The county is not doing its job
protecting our rural communities and peaceful way of life. I’m sorry that you did not plan this better, but
you didn’t, and the communities should not have to suffer for your lack of planning and foresight. If there
is not a way to expand parking without destroying another neighborhood, then neither the park nor
parking plot should be expanded. I am here to ask, after you have destroyed one peaceful neighborhood,
how can you seriously ram this down the throat of another quiet rural community?
All that your 2500 acre expansion is going to do, is attract many more people from afar, that do not care
about our neighborhoods. Mears Drive homeowners ABSOLUTELY reject the widening of our roads,
increased people, increased parking, and any expansion in neighboring communities as well.
*This is a result of a quick 10 minute search which I did of websites touting and encouraging Hidden Falls
traffic.
Bringfido.com
Alltrails.com
Inspirock.com
Tripadvisor.com
Hikingproject.com
VisitPlacer.com
Americantowns.com
Foothill.com
Singletracks.com
Calexplornia.com
Theoutbound.com
Trailforks.com
Trails.com
Foursquare.com
MTBProject.com
MVTrails.com
Trover.com
GeekHiker.com
Meetup.com
RNRAdventures.com
Trailrunproject.com

Winecountry.com
Waterfallswest.com
Tripleblaze.com
Backpackerverse.com
Placercountyonline.com
Stepoutside.org
VisitAuburnCa.com
Hikeitbaby.com
Sacramentokids.net
Dogtrekker.com
Shutterstock.com
Lincolnhillshikers.org
Pinterest
Coolhorsetrails.com
Trekaroo.com
Groups.google.com
Local.aarp.org
Forumspopphoto.com
Tripcarta.com
Sites.goodle.com
Motherlodetrails.com
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Harry Wyeth <hbwyeth@gmail.com>
Friday, October 16, 2020 10:03 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

We do support the plan to expand Hidden Falls. Although we do understand the concerns of park
neighbors about traffic, the overall effect of the park expansion will be to benefit everyone,
including neighbors, and will greatly enhance the recreational opportunities for Nevada and Placer
County residents. We ask for approval of the expansion plan.
Thank you.
HARRY and KAREN WYETH
Grass Valley

1
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Hidden Falls
(PLN19-00187)
After 10/22/20 Hearing Comments
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Michael Adams <madams@financeofamerica.com>
Friday, October 23, 2020 10:36 AM
Sue Colbert
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Proposed Hidden Falls annexation

I love going to Hidden Falls but find it crowded sometimes, having access to more trails is important to me. Having
more parking, trail heads and access to outdoor activities benefits everyone. Please approve the annexation of
land.
Mike Adams
Folsom, CA.

Mike Adams
Mortgage Advisor
NMLS # 1961959

Finance of America Mortgage
c: 707-540-4173
o: 916-605-4370
f: 844-703-3085

Madams@financeofamerica.com
Folsom Branch│ 35 Iron Point Circle │ Suite 200 │ Folsom, CA 95630
HomeLoansSacramento.com

© Finance of America Mortgage LLC is licensed nationwide |
| NMLS ID #1071 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) | 300 Welsh Road, Building 5, Horsham, PA
19044 | (800) 355-5626 | AZ Mortgage Banker License #0910184 | Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage
Lending Act | Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee #15499 | Kansas Licensed Mortgage Company | Licensed by the N.J. Department of Banking and Insurance
| Licensed Mortgage Banker -- NYS Banking Department | Rhode Island Licensed Lender | Massachusetts Lender/Broker License MC1071.

This message and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information and are only for the use
of the intended recipient of this message. If you are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by return
email, and delete or destroy this and all copies of this message and all attachments. Any unauthorized
disclosure, use, distribution, or reproduction of this message or any attachments is prohibited and may be
unlawful.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marila Alvares <marila_alvares@yahoo.com>
Sunday, October 25, 2020 5:22 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project

I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. The current trail system is a perfect
example of how multiple user groups can coexist successfully, and it is so popular that it is often at
maximum capacity on weekends and holidays. Please consider approving the expansion project to
allow for more trails, parking and trailheads to increase the capacity of this heavily used trail system.
Thank you,
Marila Alvares
Mountain biker, hiker, runner
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scott Autenrieth <scott.autenrieth@gmail.com>
Monday, October 26, 2020 4:37 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls - Proponent for Expansion

I am an avid outdoorsman that enjoys hiking and mountain biking. I have been to Hidden Falls many times
over many years. It is a well thought out and managed park,that serves as great recreational outdoor activity
for many users. I have hiked there with my wife, my kids, and my dogs, as well as mountain biked with
friends. I strongly support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. As populations grow,
more and more people are looking for outdoor recreational areas. Current areas will get overrun with too many
people if we don't add more in a well thought out plan, like Hidden Falls. There will be more parking and
multiple access points to help spread the crowds. Outdoor activities are healthy and are a great opportunity for
family and friends to enjoy nature. I hope you will consider expanding the park! Thank you!!
Sincerely,
Scott Autenrieth
Newcastle, CA.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amanda B <artcrazed929@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 29, 2020 9:24 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion project as planned

Hello, I am contacting you because I heard about the expansion of the hidden falls trails. I am hoping that any new trails
formed in this area can be made wheelchair accessible. With the fires that just burnt down independence trail, there
aren't many good trails to access in a wheelchair and it would he amazing if they could be planned with the width of a
wheelchair in mind. I tried about a year ago, with a friend to go to hidden falls but I could not make it there. The trails
became too narrow and I would have fallen off the cliff if I continued any further. I am a placer country resident and
Auburn native and I want to be able to go out and hike like everyone else! Please consider making the trails wheelchair
friendly. Even if they are not flat, making them wide enough for a wheelchair would be amazing. Thank you for taking
your time in reading this, and I fully support the expansion and will email BOD and others.

Sincerely,
Amanda Barnes
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Tammy Vukovich <sugar.flower2@gmail.com>
Sunday, October 25, 2020 6:16 PM
Sue Colbert
LAURA & VERN BARNS
[EXTERNAL] Equestrians park use

Hi I want and need a park for equestrian use!
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stuart Bratton <stuart_bratton@sbcglobal.net>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 2:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

Dear planning commission members,
I would like to share that I support the expansion of Hidden Falls Regional Park.
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project, this would allow more locals and visitors to enjoy a
healthy activity in Placer County. My wife and I travel to hidden falls together, I cycle and she hikes. We follow the
activity with a visit to one of Auburn’s great restaurants or breweries.
Expanding the park with allow more people to visit and spread out the load on the current trails parking and access
roads. This will hopefully ease any concerns of residents situated on routes to the current access. I would support
continuing the current parking registration process to avoid any issues with parking and overcrowding.
Regards.
Stuart Bratton
Folsom CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Colin Carr-Hall <carrhall.c@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 5:32 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] I support more Trails with the Hidden Falls Expansion Project

In these times (and in the future) this resource is vital for outdoor healthy activity. I enjoy the existing trail system on
my mountain bike and would love to see more. I gladly pay the $4 online 1/2 day reservation fee on the weekends and
holidays. I also make it a point to support the local restaurants on highway 49 after a ride. Please enhance this resource
for those of us that truly value and appreciate the fantastic work already done.
Colin Carr‐Hall
Johnson Ranch, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Friday, October 30, 2020 8:44 AM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Rob Childers

Email Address (Optional)

robchilders@hotmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Trails Expansion

Comments

I am writing this email to convey my support for the Hidden
Falls Trails Expansion Project as planned. The trails at Hidden
Falls represent the closest opportunity for me and my family to
enjoy the outdoor recreation activities we love best, including
mountain biking, horseback riding, and hiking.

The current trails at Hidden Falls in particular are great, and
there is something for everyone at every level to enjoy. But we
have been looking forward to the expansion for some time
because the additional trails with more parking will help to
spread out crowds and ensure that everyone has access to our
wonderful Placer Co backyard.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Marvin Curry <jumate3@yahoo.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 2:55 PM
Sue Colbert
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Re: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion FSEIR (PLN19-00187)

On Friday, October 16, 2020, 12:14:08 PM PDT, Sue Colbert <scolbert@placer.ca.gov> wrote:
Thank you for taking replies to the FEIR. I noticed that most of the wildland fire issues were glossed over as though the
SEIR actually addressed the issues. I won't bother going over previous problems, so I will just address 2 new ones. I did
lose my fire insurance from AAA, and have been forced onto the Fair Plan. The spokesperson from AAA admitted that the
park expansion did come into the decision making process for this area, even for those of us who irrigate through out our
property. He did not state the level of importance, just that it is a factor. Secondly, an observation that one or two ranchers
with their cattle is the same fire threat of hundreds of individuals on the same piece of property makes no sense. Simply
ask Cal Fire what percentage of fires are human caused. A more detailed read of the report will show that the writers have
little comprehension of the difference between fire ignition threat and fire spread threat. Thanks for your time. Marvin
Curry.
Hidden Falls Homeowners:
Please find the agenda and staff report for the above noted item scheduled to be heard at the October 22, 2020 Planning
Commission meeting on the County’s website: https://www.placer.ca.gov/AgendaCenter#cat53

Thank you,

Sue Colbert
Senior Board / Commission Clerk
Community Development Resource Agency
Planning Services Division
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 745-3113 | (530) 745-3080 fax | scolbert@placer.ca.gov
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Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.

2

541

542

543

544

545

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Neil Doran <neil.h.doran@gmail.com>
Monday, October 26, 2020 7:54 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

I'm a Placer County resident and I support the Hidden Falls expansion project. Hidden Falls is a wonderful gem that
provides crucial recreational access for a wide range of users. I typically hike or mountain bike there with my kids and it
is great how all trail users get along and are able to co‐exist. If only the real world were like that. Expanding the trail
network will create positive effects for everyone who needs a little natural experience in their lives to stay sane. The
public benefit greatly outweighs the small group of NIMBYs who would selfishly like to kill this project. There has to be a
way to get the project done to everyone's liking.
Thanks,
Neil Doran
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kristina Fortier <cloudsrserene@icloud.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 11:34 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] 10/22 Planning Commission Meeting

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

Dear Planning commission and board of Supervisors,
Please Protect our Rural Placer County when considering any expansion of Hidden Falls Trails. The
expansion is a very bad idea for everyone that lives here.
The Fire dangers would increase exponentially. The surrounding Agriculture would be negatively
impacted or destroyed. The amount of traffic an expansion would bring would negatively impact the
existing roads. An expansion would be devastating to the environment.
Please don’t take this Rural Paradise we have now and turn it into paved parking lot. Don’t do
something you will regret the rest of your lives, the expansion is a bad idea.
Thank you,
Kristina Fortier
Auburn, CA

Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

B Galvin <bgal92@foothill.net>
Sunday, November 1, 2020 7:07 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] 10/22 Planning Commission Meeting

I'm writing to you to voice my concerns about the parking on the Twilight Ride parcel (even with the reduced capacity).
My family lives off of Bell between Lonestar and Cramer. I have no problem with the guided tours that have taken place
there or the trails in general . The County has said that there is no added risk of fire from all this added capacity. My
concern is about fire evacuation, regardless of who and where the fire starts. We do not want to be a death statistic like
those in Paradise who could not evacuate on their rural roads. When we moved here, we looked carefully about our
evacuation paths which were the 2 previous mentioned roads, plus Bell Road heading to Joeger. All road lead to Hwy 49.
Cal Trans has put forth their plan for placing a roundabout at Lonestar, and concrete barriers to turning left at the
Cramer&49 intersection. . These 'improvements' were scheduled for 2022. This would seriously hamper any
evacuations of local families and livestock on these rural roads as is, and make it much worse with the cars and horse
trailers from the Twilight Ride Property. This was barely mentioned in the report, but is a real concern with the speed
of fire travel. The wind in this area is either northwest or southeast. Fire can come from any direction, sealing off at least
1/2 of the ways out. One horse trailer or car that tips or stalls can block an exit route or roundabout. Picture fire
blocking Bell from the south and heading for Cramer and Lonestar. All residential and Twilight Ride traffic heading north
on Bell towards Cramer and Lonestar. Not being able to turn in either direction (particularly left) from Cramer& 49
junction in a hurry will cause people to die. All traffic exiting on Lonestar will backup and cause people to die. Nobody
really looked at this danger in Paradise, and you have not looked at it here. I hope this never happens, but if it does, any
deaths in our area will be on your heads.
It makes sense for the land trust to acquire property or access where the Hidden trails parking can exit directly
onto HWY 49,(along Bear river) which would solve both the residential and Hidden Trails fire evacuation problem. It
might take a little time and more money, but have a little foresight and do the right thing!
Bonnie & Mark Galvin (residents)
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andres Huff <iam1huff@yahoo.com>
Friday, October 23, 2020 6:51 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project

Hello:
As a grandfather I want to express my full support for expanding the trail system at Hidden Falls Park.
Hidden Falls is an important part of the Placer County park system, but really would benefit from the
trail expansion project.
My grandchildren and I love hiking and exploring. The opportunity to have another option to hike
and enjoy nature in Placer County would be wonderful.
Hidden Falls has obviously become more popular over the past few years, so more trailheads with
more parking would spread people out more.
Please support and approve Hidden Falls expansion so that more people can enjoy healthy outdoor
activities, enjoy exploring the land, foster an appreciation for the outdoors for our youth and spread
out the parking and people.
Thank you.
Andy Huff
Carmichael
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Protect Rural Placer <protectruralplacer@gmail.com>
Monday, October 26, 2020 10:59 PM
Sue Colbert
Jane Wurst; Judy Isaman
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project Follow Up

Hello Ms. Colbert, please forward the following to each of the Planning Commissioners. Thank you, Judy
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Dear Planning Commission:
First, I apologize for my outburst after public comment as it was out of order and disrespectful to you, as official
representatives of Placer County, and the meeting attendees. At future meetings, I will refrain from speaking out of turn.
Now on to business – on behalf of Protect Rural Placer, we believe your decision to request additional plan information
from the Parks Department before making a decision about the Modified Conditional Use Permit (MCUP) for the Hidden
Falls Regional Park trails expansion project was the right thing to do. We felt that you valued our opinions and heard our
concerns about a very large project that will greatly impact our rural community.
As I had mentioned during my public comments last Thursday evening and in my CEQA response, the local stakeholders
have not been invited for any substantial meetings with the Parks Department to share our concerns and ideas. Also,
this new “back country experience” has not been explored with us as well. We continue to advocate for the opportunity
to collaborate with the Parks Department on this project as other organizations have done.
Regarding the meetings to create the grazing plans, in addition to including Josh Huntsinger, Ag Commissioner, and Dan
Macon, Livestock and Natural Resources Farm Advisor, we are requesting that the Parks Department include the
ranchers with current grazing leases on the properties, the adjacent property owners and those ranchers that lease
from them, the Placer County Farm Bureau, and the Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association. Creating a plan without these
entities will be one‐dimensional on paper only. Inclusion will create a grazing plan which our agricultural community
deserves. One that will be rich with local expertise and address the issues, concerns, and needs of all impacted parties.
In closing, Protect Rural Placer is requesting a detailed list of the action items the Planning Commission is requesting of
the Parks Department before weighing in again on the MCUP and your recommendation to the Supervisors about this
project. Due to the back and forth comments between the Commission and the Parks Department at the conclusion of
Thursday’s meeting it is unclear to us exactly what is being requested of the Parks Department.
Your consideration of our requests are truly appreciated.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of Protect Rural Placer,
Judy Isaman
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Protect Rural Placer <protectruralplacer@gmail.com>
Wednesday, November 11, 2020 9:44 AM
Andy Fisher; EJ Ivaldi
Jane Wurst; Judy Isaman; Sue Colbert; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Re: Hidden Falls Expansion Project Follow Up

Thank you Andy for following up with me last week about my request to the Planning Commission for a detailed list of
the action items the Planning Commission requested from the Parks Department, before weighing in again on the MCUP
and recommendation to the Supervisors about this project. As I recap our conversation in this email, EJ Ivaldi is also
included since he is the Planning Director who synchronizes projects with the Planning Commission just as

you do with the Parks Commission.

1. Vegetation Management: An updated vegetation management plan has been posted and is available for review. Which
area(s) does the plan cover - the current park or expansion? Please provide the page or plan url as I was unable to locate
it.
2. A Fire Management Plan and Fuel Load Reduction Plan
3. Mapping of new shaded fuel breaks and new access roads in the expansion area
4. Financial report detailing the cost of the expansion, ongoing park maintenance and fuel reduction, and staffing.
5. Grazing Plan: The Parks Department has engaged Josh Huntsinger, Placer County Agricultural Commissioner, and Dan
Macon, Livestock and Natural Resources Advisors, to draft a grazing plan. Per our conversation and my email that follows,
Protect Rural Placer (PRP) is requesting that the Parks Department include the ranchers with current grazing leases on
the properties, the adjacent property owners and those ranchers that lease from them, the Placer County Farm Bureau,
and the Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association. Inclusion of these entities will create a grazing plan which our agricultural
community deserves. One that will be rich with local expertise and address the issues, concerns, and needs of all
impacted parties.
6. An agreement between Placer Land Trust and Placer County which outlines an understanding of the roles and
responsibilities of each party.
7. Address the Mears Drive residents' ongoing concerns and impact of the 25 new parking spots
8. Address the contrasts of the traffic study - why was Highway 49 not considered a significant impact for the expansion
when it was noted as such in the Wine and Brewery traffic study.
9. The Planning Commission said that these plans are to be made available for the public to view. How will the public be
notified of their availability? Also, so the public has adequate time to review the plans before this project is again
presented to the Planning Commission, what is the timing and length of the review period?
Please clarify or correct any of the above mentioned details so we can assure that an accurate list has been provided.
In addition, I mentioned meeting with PRP to capture first-hand knowledge of the area from the community stakeholders
and the opportunity to hear our suggestions about the expansion. We would also like to learn more about the backcountry hiking proposal which was a new last-minute addition to the expansion by the Parks Department.
On a personal note, for conceptual purposes would you provide me with a tour of the Twilight Ride Property? It is one
thing to see the project plan on paper and another to see and walk the actual property.
As always, thank you for your time and keeping PRP in the loop.
Judy
1
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Judy Isaman
ProtectRuralPlacer.com
ProtectRuralPlacer@gmail.com
916.698.1055

On Mon, Oct 26, 2020 at 10:58 PM Protect Rural Placer <protectruralplacer@gmail.com> wrote:
Hello Ms. Colbert, please forward the following to each of the Planning Commissioners. Thank you, Judy
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
Dear Planning Commission:
First, I apologize for my outburst after public comment as it was out of order and disrespectful to you, as official
representatives of Placer County, and the meeting attendees. At future meetings, I will refrain from speaking out of
turn.
Now on to business – on behalf of Protect Rural Placer, we believe your decision to request additional plan information
from the Parks Department before making a decision about the Modified Conditional Use Permit (MCUP) for the
Hidden Falls Regional Park trails expansion project was the right thing to do. We felt that you valued our opinions and
heard our concerns about a very large project that will greatly impact our rural community.
As I had mentioned during my public comments last Thursday evening and in my CEQA response, the local stakeholders
have not been invited for any substantial meetings with the Parks Department to share our concerns and ideas. Also,
this new “back country experience” has not been explored with us as well. We continue to advocate for the
opportunity to collaborate with the Parks Department on this project as other organizations have done.
Regarding the meetings to create the grazing plans, in addition to including Josh Huntsinger, Ag Commissioner, and Dan
Macon, Livestock and Natural Resources Farm Advisor, we are requesting that the Parks Department include the
ranchers with current grazing leases on the properties, the adjacent property owners and those ranchers that lease
from them, the Placer County Farm Bureau, and the Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association. Creating a plan without these
entities will be one‐dimensional on paper only. Inclusion will create a grazing plan which our agricultural community
deserves. One that will be rich with local expertise and address the issues, concerns, and needs of all impacted parties.
In closing, Protect Rural Placer is requesting a detailed list of the action items the Planning Commission is requesting of
the Parks Department before weighing in again on the MCUP and your recommendation to the Supervisors about this
project. Due to the back and forth comments between the Commission and the Parks Department at the conclusion of
Thursday’s meeting it is unclear to us exactly what is being requested of the Parks Department.
Your consideration of our requests are truly appreciated.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of Protect Rural Placer,
Judy Isaman
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Salcone <KSalcone@hotmail.com>
Friday, October 23, 2020 9:25 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

Dear Clerk,
I am writing in support of trail expansion at Hidden Falls Park. In these changing times, people have shown
what their love for the outdoors as evidenced by an explosion of participation in outdoor activities. Hidden
Falls has always been popular but it is beyond capacity these days. Expanding the trail network is overdue and
actually a downright necessity at this point! Attendance is up, demand is there! Please consider this trail
expansion for the benefit of the eager public.
Cheers!
Katie Salcone
Sent from Outlook
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Dennis Maciel <dennis.maciel502@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 28, 2020 9:10 AM
Sue Colbert
Cindy Gustafson
Re: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

Just a short note. I am glad the Planning Commission asked for more transparency, outreach, cost and reimbursement
data. I never could understand how this project got to the point it has without directly addressing the above.
Sent from my iPad
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Garett McDermid <garett@familyfreeride.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 4:53 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

Hi!
I am super excited that there is a possible expansion of the Hidden Falls park trail system. I am an avid outdoor
enthusiast and mountain biker, I am also a parent of kids who are big fans of getting outdoors on or off their bikes. This
addition would be amazing for all residents of Placer County and surrounding communities. People crave nature, and the
more places people have to enjoy it, helps build more stakeholders in preserving and maintaining it.
Thanks you!
‐Garett
‐‐
Garett McDermid
Family Freeride President
garett@familyfreeride.com
503‐750‐1721
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shelley McDonough <shellmcd56@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 4:29 PM
Sue Colbert
Re: Automatic reply: [EXTERNAL] Re: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion FSEIR
(PLN19-00187)

I think this important meeting should have been rescheduled after Debate date was scheduled.!!!
Sent from my iPad

On Oct 22, 2020, at 3:08 PM, Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov> wrote:
Thank you for your email. I am currently working remotely and will respond as soon as
possible.
Sue Colbert
Senior Board/Commission Clerk

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the
recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited
and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast
Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your
human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shelley McDonough <shellmcd56@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 3:08 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Re: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion FSEIR (PLN19-00187)

Sue,
I will not be coming unfortunately tonite...we really want to watch the Debate. Is there anyway, I can write to for
tonite’s meeting to express my view?
Shelley McDonough
Sent from my iPad

On Oct 16, 2020, at 12:18 PM, Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov> wrote:
Hidden Falls(2) Distribution List:
Please find the agenda and staff report for the above noted item scheduled to be
heard at the October 22, 2020 Planning Commission meeting on the County’s
website: https://www.placer.ca.gov/AgendaCenter#cat53
Thank you,
Sue Colbert
Senior Board / Commission Clerk
Community Development Resource Agency
Planning Services Division
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 745-3113 | (530) 745-3080 fax | scolbert@placer.ca.gov
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Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the
recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited
and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast
Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your
human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Chris Miller <chris@melasenergy.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 2:51 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Extension

I'm writing to show my support for more trails in the area, which is why I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. The
current Hidden Falls trails are extremely popular and there is a need for more trails, as well as parking, to allow more people to
access our public & land trust lands. This is a beautiful area that the public deserves to have access to and recreate on.

-Thanks,
Christopher J. Miller
Mechanical Engineer
609 Redbud Way
Nevada City, CA 95959
530 264-6146
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeremy <jnobull@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, October 27, 2020 3:46 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Comments

"I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project so my family and I can hike and bike.
Include how more parking, more trailheads, spread out crowds, healthy activities or family activities
benefit everyone.
Jeremy Noble Rough and Ready CA

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

osully5@wavecable.com
Thursday, October 29, 2020 2:14 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

I am an avid outdoorsman that enjoys hiking and mountain biking. I have been to Hidden Falls many
times over many years. I have hiked there with my kids as well as mountain biked with friends. I
strongly support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. As populations grow,
more and more people are looking for outdoor recreational areas. Current areas will get overrun with
too many people if we don't add more in a well thought out plan, like Hidden Falls. There will be more
parking and multiple access points to help spread the crowds. Outdoor activities are healthy and are
a great opportunity for family and friends to enjoy nature. I hope you will consider expanding the
park! Thank you!!
Sincerely,
John O’Sullivan
Granite Bay, CA.
Placer County

To help protect y ou r priv acy , Microsoft Office prev ented
auto matic downlo ad o f this picture from the Internet.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

chris salcone <gravitypowered@hotmail.com>
Friday, October 23, 2020 9:50 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

Dear Clerk:
I am writing in support of trail expansion at Hidden Falls Park. In these changing times, people have shown
their love for the outdoors as evidenced by an explosion of participation in outdoor activities. Hidden Falls has
always been popular but it is beyond capacity these days. Expanding the trail network is overdue and actually
a downright necessity at this point! Attendance is up, demand is there! Please consider this trail expansion for
the benefit of the eager public.
Cheers!
Chris Salcone

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karen VanWinkle <kcvanwinkle@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 4:08 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion

Good afternoonI am writing today to share my support for the Hidden Falls expansion project. Hidden Falls is such an
amazing resource, enabling so many people to enjoy the great outdoors. It holds a special place for
my family and I. We have spent many hours hiking, biking and exploring this hidden natural gem in an
increasingly developed region. My husband, my children and I all appreciate the opportunities to
unplug, spend time together and connect with the beauty of nature.
The proposed expansion plans would be a great benefit to the residents of Placer County and the
surrounding region. Providing more trailheads and parking access would allow the use to be spread
over a larger area, decreasing parking and traffic issues. In addition, adding more trails and
increasing acreage would decrease the density of trail users, reduce potential conflicts between
users and maintain the feeling of solitude in the park.
Thank you for your time and consideration. I hope you will join me in supporting the expansion of this
amazing resource.
SincerelyKaren Van Winkle
9843 Golden Dr.
Orangevale, CA 95662
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Steve Voss <svoss@clarkpacific.com>
Thursday, November 5, 2020 5:40 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

My family and I reside in Placer County and enjoy hiking and mountain biking. We have been to Hidden Falls
many times over many years. It is a well thought out and managed park that serves as great outdoor
recreational activity for many users. I strongly support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Project. As populations grow, more and more people are looking for outdoor recreational areas. Current
areas will get overrun with too many people if we don't add more in a well thought out plan, like Hidden
Falls. There will be more parking and multiple access points to help spread the crowds. Outdoor activities are
healthy and are a great opportunity for family and friends to enjoy nature. I hope you will consider expanding
the Hidden Falls Park.
Steve Voss
Loomis, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, October 22, 2020 5:58 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Matt Wetter (FATRAC President)

Email Address (Optional)

MTWETTER76@GMAIL.COM

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Expansion Project

Comments

The Folsom Auburn Trail Riders Action Coalition (FATRAC) is
a 25 year old mountain bike trails advocacy 501(c)(3)
organization that designs, builds and maintains trails in the
Sacramento/ Foothills region. We strongly support the
expansion of the trail network at Hidden Falls Regional Park.
The DSEIR evaluates a Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
that balances the preservation of an oak woodlands ecosystem
while maintaining historical agriculture and improving the
county’s trail network.
The County and Placer Land Trust lands and easements
described in the DSEIR are a unique landscape. There is
intrinsic value in providing a community with access to such a
place. This expansion project serves the needs of residents,
employees and visitors.
The Folsom Auburn Trail Riders Action Coalition (FATRAC) is
a 25 year old mountain bike trails advocacy 501(c)(3)
organization that designs, builds and maintains trails in the
Sacramento/ Foothills region. We strongly support the
expansion of the trail network at Hidden Falls Regional Park.
The DSEIR evaluates a Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
that balances the preservation of an oak woodlands ecosystem
while maintaining historical agriculture and improving the
county’s trail network.
The County and Placer Land Trust lands and easements
described in the DSEIR are a unique landscape. There is

1
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intrinsic value in providing a community with access to such a
place. This expansion project serves the needs of residents,
employees and visitors.
FATRAC supports the project as defined in the DSIER.
FATRAC believes in the public benefit of this project; that this
unique open space should be accessible by the public and
provide opportunities for volunteers to steward it. Visitors will
come to understand the landscape and rich agricultural history
surrounding it. Trails will keep the community active and
healthy. The DSEIR outlines how the potential impacts of the
Trails Expansion Project can be properly managed. Present
and future generations will ultimately have access to amazing
land trust preserves, which is a tremendous gift.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zach Woodward <prozach0215@gmail.com>
Saturday, October 24, 2020 7:42 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Trail expansion at hidden falls!!

I have heard of plans of expanding the trail network at hidden falls. This is a great idea. The best way to avoid problems
between users is to spread them out as much as possible. Adding that many miles of new trails will really help with the
congestion. It will also allow all trail users, hikers, mountain bikers, horseback riders to enjoy the trails more easily and
safely. I hope this project continues and goes through.
Zach Woodward
Folsom California.

1

594

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mike Yaun <michael.yaun@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 22, 2020 7:55 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Expansion of Hidden Falls

I support the expansion of Hidden Falls and the additional trails that comes with it. I live in
Sacramento and enjoy using the park currently for biking and running. Although much less frequently
since the reservation system was put in place for parking. I understand why that was done, but the
long term solution should be additional parking and more trails to spread out the increased demand.
The proposed addition with several parking areas and significantly more trail would do both and be
fantastic.
That would certainly increase the frequency of my visits. I’m sure for a whole variety of other users.
And when I visit Hidden Falls I also patronize local businesses and help add my dollars to your local
economy.
Please do everything you can to make this potential expansion a reality.
Thanks,
Mike Yaun
Sacramento
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Hidden Falls Regional Park
Trails Expansion
FSEIR
Correspondence
Comments Received
Since 9/24/20 PC Hearing - first 164 pages

Planning Commission
October 22, 2020

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Heidi Alechko <heidi.alechko@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12:17 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan

My family are active hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls
Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage
your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional
trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Heidi Alechko

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

baaayes@surewest.net
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 1:26 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] I support expansion

I support Hidden Falls Expansion, Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. I use and enjoy
this area on foot and on horseback. It is a valuable community asset.
Thanks for your attention to this email.
Sincerely,
Anne S. Anderson
Citrus Hts., CA

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Richard Andrus <andrusrich@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:43 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

Hello,
I'm writing in support of the HF expansion plan. We badly
need more open space for hiking and riding horses. This
would be a great assets to Placer and surrounding counties
and it would increase the well being of everyone.
Thank you,
Rich Andrus
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gregg Bates <dccgregg@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 9:50 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Hello!
I am a resident of Placer County, and I encourage your approval of the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan.
My family and I use the Hidden Falls trails. We appreciate the open space and additional trails
for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors' concerns.
Thank you,
Gregg Bates
4121 Grice Ct.
Roseville, CA 95747
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leslie Bisharat <lbisharat@techline-sac.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:52 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
Like so many residents of and visitors to Placer County, I cherish what our citizens and
government agencies (especially the dedicated men and women in Park Planning) have
created at Hidden Falls. I was there for the dedication, I’ve hiked and ridden every trail, I’ve
pushed my mother’s wheelchair and my grandson’s strollers and I never tire of the park. But, I
admit that now I no longer visit that special place because the parking is difficult and the trails
are crowded. I urge you to approve the expansion and reduced plan for improving access and
adding trails‐‐‐ so that not only we, but future generations, can explore, enjoy and learn about
our natural world.
Thank you,
Leslie Lockhart Bisharat
7870 Eagle View Lane
Granite Bay, CA 95746

To help protect y ou r
priv acy , Micro so ft Office
prev ented au tomatic
download of this pictu re
from the Internet.

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is active.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sharon Blume <grindingrock@me.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:48 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert - Hidden Falls Expansion

I support the expansion of the Hidden Falls Trails & support the reduced plan & encourage your
approval.
Thank you very much.
Sincerely,
Sharon Blume

1

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Wally Gaffney <wgaffney37@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, October 3, 2020 7:09 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
As a resident on Bell Rd. I vehemently oppose this project We have bigger priorities than creating more
trails I believe funds to expansion are being misappropriated while we have other greater needs such as
increased fire protection and public safety !
Not to mention rural roads can not handle increased traffic from non‐locals
Wally Gaffney
4961 Bell Rd.

From: Melvin Neal <themneals@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 14, 2020 2:15 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] ,
Please acknowledge that wildfires are real
More people, cars, camping, rolling blackouts,
This is our home, lifes work, childrens home
No to expansion of the park Hidden Falls our right to live in Auburn gives us a voice to say no to
popuation growth dangers, intrusions, taxation, water, resources, litter, pollution, robberies, vagrants,
loss of our way of life. Fire insurance is very costly more people more danger of limited reslources.
Please consider NO expansion on Hidden Falls Park.
Bobbie Neal
Auburn Valley resident
Registered voter
Concerned citizen
Auburn, California 95602

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

sheryl canutt <canuttsrus@caltel.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:00 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] attn: Sue Colbert , Planning Commission Clerk

Re: Hidden Falls Expansion,
My family are active dog walkers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the
Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan
more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Sheryl Canutt
canuttsrus@caltel.com
3951 Loray Lane, Auburn, CA 95602
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Matthew D. Francois
Direct Dial: (650) 798-5669
E-mail: mfrancois@rutan.com

October 14, 2020

VIA E-MAIL [scolbert@placer.ca.gov]
Honorable Anders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
County of Placer
3091 County Center Drive, Suite 190
Auburn, CA 95603
Re:

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

Dear Chair Hauge and Members of the Planning Commission:
We write on behalf of our clients, Peter and Jacqueline Caswell, in regard to the proposed
Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project (the “Project”). As noted in our May 19, 2020
letter, the Caswells have significant concerns with the adequacy of the Subsequent Environmental
Impact Report (“SEIR”) prepared by Placer County (the “County”) for the Project. The Caswells
do, however, support the reduced version of the Project (the “Reduced Project”) recommended by
Staff of the County’s Parks Division. Accordingly, we respectfully urge the Commission to
recommend approval of the Reduced Project to the County Board of Supervisors.
The Caswells’ property is located immediately adjacent to the Harvego Bear River Preserve
(“HBRP”). Full build-out of the Project would have resulted in 120 parking spaces, 10 equestrian
trailer spaces, a permanent restroom building, a helipad, and a 12,000 gallon water tank immediately
adjacent to the Caswell land. By comparison, the Reduced Project would maintain the existing status
quo at HBRP, allowing for 12 docent-led tours per year with no permanent parking or related
improvements. The Reduced Project would still provide the public with 30 miles of additional trails,
accompanied by three access points for the different areas of the trail system. 1 Access to the HBRP
by pedestrians, equestrians, and bicyclists originating from other HFRP areas would be allowed with
a backcountry access permit administered by the County’s Parks Division.
As to the full Project, the SEIR (1) is an improper subsequent environmental document and
should have been prepared as a stand-alone EIR, (2) fails to analyze the impacts of the “whole of the
project,” as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), (3) fails to adequately
analyze the full Project’s significant traffic, air quality, noise, and other impacts, (4) improperly
defers mitigation, (5) fails to analyze a reasonable range of alternatives to the Project, and (6) omits
a detailed discussion of cumulative impacts. The full Project is also inconsistent with the County’s
General Plan as detailed in our May 19, 2020 letter.
1

Contrary to statements in the staff report and accompanying resolution and findings, only two
of these three access points are “new”—Garden Bar 40 and Twilight Ride. At the existing Mears
Place parking area, 25 additional parking spaces would be added as part of the Reduced Project.
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Hon. Anders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
October 14, 2020
Page 2
We have reviewed the County’s responses to ours and other comments on the Draft SEIR.
We do not believe that they adequately address the significant environmental impacts of the full
Project. The County’s proposed responses to thousands of comments from nearly 500 commenters
is contained in a mere 18 pages. (Final SEIR, Section 3.0.) This does not reflect a good faith effort
at full disclosure, as required by CEQA. (See, e.g., CEQA Guidelines § 15204(a).) For instance,
there is no substantive response to the comments that the Harvego road improvements alone would
require more than 15 times the amount of grading than that assumed by the SEIR.2 This gross
underestimation undermines many, if not most, of the SEIR’s impact conclusions. Because the SEIR
and associated CEQA Findings are deficient as to the full Project, the County may not lawfully rely
on them to approve the full Project.
The resolution proposing to certify the SEIR should thus only refer to the Reduced Project
and the Reduced Project Approvals. It should also be made clear in the CEQA Findings that that
those findings only apply to the Reduced Project. Page 7 of the CEQA Findings incorrectly refers
to a helipad at HBRP. No such helipad is proposed as part of the Reduced Project. On page 62, the
CEQA Findings should be revised to read: “Based on impacts identified in the SEIR and throughout
this findings document, the County finds that the HFRP Trails Expansion Reduced Project is the
most desirable, feasible, and appropriate, and therefore rejects the Project and other alternatives as
described in the SEIR.”
The proposed conditions of approval likewise require revision to reflect the Reduced Project.
The third bullet under Condition No. 1 states that the CUP Modification covers “utilizing the existing
parking and access at Harvego Preserve off Curtola Ranch Road for access to the northern areas of
the expanded trails network . . ..” This is not accurate. Under the Reduced Project, the existing
parking and access off Curtola Ranch Road will only be made available for 12 docent led tours per
year. Please strike this language from the conditions. Similarly, revise Condition 83 to read:
“Parking areas will be limited to the general locations and sizes depicted in the Hidden Falls Regional
Park Trails Expansion Project Final SEIR, and as described further in Condition of Approval number
1.”
Revise the second sub-bullet of the fourth bullet under Condition 1 to read: “Utilization of
the current parking area graded dirt area at the north end of Curtola Ranch Road (allows parking for
approximately 18 vehicles) at the Harvego Preserve for docent-led tours only, 12 times per year.”
The description of the management areas is somewhat different from how these areas are
described in the SEIR. Condition 1 states that the management areas are depicted on Exhibit A. Yet
no such exhibit is attached to the conditions. We request that you make copies of the referenced
exhibit available for public review now.
2

These comments were supported by a detailed report prepared by Milani & Associates. (Final
SEIR, pp. 2-338 et seq.) The Final SEIR acknowledges the Milani report, but wrongly claims the
comments lack evidentiary support. (Final SEIR, pp. 2-348, 2-355, 2-358.)
2783/036136-0001
15621429.2 a10/14/20

Hon. Anders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
October 14, 2020
Page 3
Revise Condition 1.A.i to read: “No development of new parking areas and no construction
of supporting facilities.” Add a new subsection under Condition 1.A to clarify the allowed uses in
the HFRP: “Permitted uses include only recreational uses (hiking, bicycle riding, and horseback
riding) subject to issuance of a backcountry access permit (maximum of 27 per day) as well as
grazing, agriculture, and docent-led tours (maximum of 12 per year).”3
Revise Condition 1.E to read: “Facilities common to all management areas (except Bear
River Backcountry Management Area.” In the text following Condition 1.E, explain what is
intended by the reference to conflicts between the conditions and the County’s Park Ordinance, with
the Park Ordinance taking precedence. The permit cannot be automatically amended by changes to
the Park Ordinance and such a provision conflicts with other language requiring modifications to be
processed through an amended use permit and further environmental review. Please review and
revise this language.
In sum, the Caswells support Staff’s recommendation of the Reduced Project and urge the
Commission to likewise recommend approval of the Reduced Project to the County Board of
Supervisors, with the revisions to the conditions of approval noted above.
Thank you for your consideration of our clients’ views on these important matters.
Representatives of the Caswells will be in attendance at your October 22, 2020 hearing on the
Project. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions regarding this
correspondence.
Very truly yours,
RUTAN & TUCKER, LLP

Matthew D. Francois
cc (via e-mail):
Peter & Jacqueline Caswell
Lloyd Harvego
Kathryn Oehlschlager, Esq.
Honorable Cindy Gustafson and Members of the Board of Supervisors
Lisa Carnahan, Senior Planner
Andy Fisher, Parks Administrator
Karin Schwab, Esq., County Counsel
3

To avoid trespass on neighboring lands and to ensure persons with backcountry access permits
do not overrun the Twilight Ride parking area or the HFRP, we have included a limit on the number
of backcountry access permits issued per day that is 50 percent of the proposed vehicular parking for
the Twilight Ride parking area.
2783/036136-0001
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 2:56 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Brent Collier

Email Address (Optional)

brentmc79@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Field not completed.

Comments

I go to Hidden Falls quite often, and I just wanted to say the
following:
- I support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report
of the Full Project
- I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Keith & Stephanie <kcsw4br@sebastiancorp.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:54 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

We hope the Commission will support the proposed expansion of Hidden Falls Park. It is clear that Placer
County residents make a lot of use of the existing park and will greatly benefit from the additional 30 miles of
trails. We look forward to hiking and horseback riding in the expanded County Park.
Sincerely,
Stephanie and Keith Collins
Foresthill CA

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Colleen Conley <cconley@golyon.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HF Expansion

Yes, I am in favor of the expansion, of charging a fee, and a patrol to educate visitors on how to
protect the park, i.e. not cutting trail, smoking and bbqs!
Colleen Conley
Colleen Conley
BRE 01074802
Lyon Real Estate, Auburn, CA
I cannot guarantee the veracity of
any attached documents sent to me by others. Clients must satisfy themselves as to related matters
discussed and/or agreed upon.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ginger <ginger@vfr.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 2:42 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Our family supports the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and would encourage your approval. Open space is vital
for ALL placer County residents now and for future generations to come. As active equestrians and hikers we truly value
outdoor spaces. The reduced plan takes into account of Hidden Falls neighbors while providing an additional legacy for all
to enjoy.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Virginia Cosh and family
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Shirlee Herrington
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Shirlee Herrington
Monday, September 21, 2020 2:21 PM
Megan Wood; Rachel McGuigan
Teri Ivaldi; Clayton Cook; Ken Grehm
CORRESPONDENCE: Deny the Public Works Resolution to apply for funding for the not yet approved
Hidden Falls expansion

FYI
From: Defend Granite Bay <defendgb@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 21, 2020 1:59 PM
To: Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Bonnie Gore <BonnieGore@placer.ca.gov>; Robert Weygandt
<RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Kirk Uhler <KUhler@placer.ca.gov>;
Suzanne Jones <suzanne.pcsupervisor@gmail.com>
Cc: protectruralplacer@gmail.com; Leslie Warren <allianceforenviroleadership@gmail.com>; Gb ca
<gbca@granitebay.com>; Michael Garabedian <michaelgarabedian@earthlink.net>; Marilyn Jasper
<mjasper2@gmail.com>; Shirlee Herrington <SHerring@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Deny the Public Works Resolution to apply for funding for the not yet approved Hidden Falls
expansion
Supervisors,
Members of Defend Granite Bay respectfully request that the following agenda item is denied.
9:50 a.m.
2. PUBLIC WORKS
Adopt a Resolution authorizing the Director of Public Works, or designee, to apply for a grant for up to
$3,027,090 to the California Natural Resources Agency for a portion of the proposed Hidden Falls Regional
Park Trails and Open Space Expansion Project.
At this time, the Hidden Falls Expansion project had not gone through appropriate public comment and as such it is
presumptive that this Board will approve the expansion.
Based on the massive public opposition to destruction of a fragile ecosystem and reliance upon a tax measure approval
to ensure adequate fire protection, this is a lost opportunity to secure funding for existing needs.
The County has a shortfall of funding for already approved projects and existing trail maintenance, as such it would be
more fiscally responsible to request funding for what is already guaranteed. Diluting resources and jeopardizing existing
projects compromises quality throughout the county.
By wasting an opportunity to secure funding for existing projects, it can be perceived by the public that their input and
concerns regarding the Hidden Falls expansion project are moot.
The Department of Public Works 5 year capital improvement plan would benefit greatly from $3 million for already
approved recreation and trail projects awaiting funding. By applying for a not yet approved project, an opportunity is
being missed. This should be of great concern for you as well as the public which would directly benefit from this
windfall.
1

Public Works should indeed apply for the grant, however, for an already approved project which a reasonable person
can draw the conclusion would carry more weight in being granted the funds.
The Defend Granite Bay Board and members

Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laura <gv14224@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:46 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Comment Hidden Falls public hearing

Placer County Planning Commission
Sue Colbert, PC clerk
Hidden Falls is a Recreation jewel in Placer County. I support the expansion plan. It offers present
and future generations access to open space and trails.
Placer County has done a great job in providing this park for all to enjoy. The concerns for safety
have been addressed with parking management and Park closure during high fire danger.
Thank you Placer County for expansion and improvements at Hidden Falls.
Laura Duncan

Sent from my iPad
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scott Eldridge <scotteldridge@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 10:03 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

This email is to strongly support the Hidden Falls Expansion. We look forward to walking our dog on the new trails, and
appreciate the compromises necessary in the Reduced Plan.

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer Eppler <jeneppler70@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:46 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Our family moved to this area because we were looking for someplace to ride our horses that had safe trails, good trailer
parking and thoughtful, courteous trail users. We found all of that and more with the Hidden Falls trails. It is a treasure
and we support all efforts to keep the trails something that can be enjoyed by those that are visiting as well as those
that live in close proximity.
We feel that the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan will address concerns on all sides and encourage your approval.
Thank you for your consideration,
Bruce and Jennifer Eppler
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Langdon Fielding <langdonfielding@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:36 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

We are horseback riders and dog walkers that use the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open
space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.

thank you,
langdon
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sharma Gaponoff <slgaponoff@icloud.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 1:12 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
My friends and I are active horseback riders of Hidden Falls trails. Each of us supports the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. We have been informed that an astounding 99% of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County appreciate Hidden Falls open space and are delighted with the prospect of additional trails for our future.
There are always going to be grumpy neighbors to deal with, but we believe that the Reduced Plan more than addresses
all the the surrounding neighbors needs, including the grumpy ones. Thus, the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan will
please nearly all of the placer County residents as well as those in surrounding counties who utilize Hidden Falls. The
continuing COVID‐19 pandemic has demonstrated to us all the urgency of preserving our rapidly disappearing open
space. We are hopeful that the Placer County Planning Commission will approve these expansion plans by preserving
adjacent acreage to this beautiful open space for now and in perpetuity.
Thank you,
Sharma Gaponoff
Endurance rider
Hidden Falls rider
Author of “Tevis From The Back of My Horse"
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Michael Garabedian <michaelgarabedian@earthlink.net>
Thursday, September 24, 2020 4:45 PM
Sue Colbert; Lisa Carnahan
[EXTERNAL] Re: Hidden Falls Trails Expansion project FSEIR Placer County Planning Commission
September 24, 2020 Agenda Item 3
Hidden Falls Park & Williamson Act contrated lands.pdf

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Corrections noted.

On Sep 24, 2020, at 4:28 PM, Michael Garabedian <michaelgarabedian@earthlink.net> wrote:
To: Placer County Planning Commissioners Samuel Cannon, Anders Hauge, Nathan Herzog, Richard
Johnson, Jeffrey Moss, Wayne Nader, and Larry Sevison.
Placer County Tomorrow thanks you for this opportunity to address the project and Placer County legal
inadequacies regarding:



Williamson Act Agricultural Preserve and Williamson Act Contracted land violations of the
Williamson Act and the California Constitution Article on enforceable restrictions, and,
CEQA disclosure and analysis of impacts on agricultural lands in Agricultural Preserves and
Williamson Act Contracts.

The foundation of the Williamson Act is the California Constitution Article XIII, Section 8—Enforceable
Restrictions provision:
"To promote the conservation, preservation and continued existence of open space lands, the
Legislature may define open space land and shall provide that when this land is enforceably restricted, in
a manner specified by the Legislature, to recreation, enjoyment of scenic beauty, use or conservation of
natural resources, or production of food or fiber, it shall be valued for property tax purposes only on a
basis that is consistent with its restrictions and uses."
This Constitutional provision applies to the Williamson Act (Government Code 51230 et seq.), Timber
production Zoning (Government Code 51100 et seq.), and Conservation Easements (Civil Code 815 et
seq.).
The attachment to this e‐mail has a map of Williamson Act contracted land in the PCCProgram area. The
green line drawn on it is an outline of the Hidden Falls reduced project "Exhibit A Reduced Project
Comparison” sheet, also attached. It does not have or identify Williamson Act Agricultural
Preserves. Williamson Act contracted lands must be located and mapped as must Agricultural
Preserves, and must be in the CEQA documents, but are missing.

1

The map on Exhibit A shows the great extent to which Williamson Act land designations in the
area would be further fragmented by the Hidden Falls Park and trails expansion. Scattered parklands
are central to and dominate the area. The parklands and trails demonstrate that this region has, by
County Actions alone, been becoming a recreation area converted from agricultural uses and values.
One example about how trails are incompatible with agriculture is that they open access to littering with
aluminum and other beverage containers. Many agricultural practices disking, cutting, turning soil,
haying, other crop harvesting and fire prevention practices could result in shredded aluminum
consumed by and killing livestock.
For Hidden Falls expansion, the county has largely focused on efforts to interpret zoning. What is first
surprisingly missing and necessary is interpretations for Williamson Act Agriculture Preserves as well as
contracted land, along with state, county and local requirements, and adequate knowledge of and
familiarity with agriculture and its practices.
Key Williamson act protections applying to Preserves (Government Code 51230 et seq.) includes:
Government Code 51238.1.
"(a) Uses approved on contracted lands shall be consistent with all of the following principles of
compatibility:
"(1) The use will not significantly compromise the long‐term productive agricultural capability of the
subject contracted parcel or parcels or on other contracted lands in agricultural preserves.
"(2) The use will not significantly displace or impair current or reasonably foreseeable agricultural
operations on the subject contracted parcel or parcels or on other contracted lands in agricultural
preserves. Uses that significantly displace agricultural operations on the subject contracted parcel or
parcels may be deemed compatible if they relate directly to the production of commercial agricultural
products on the subject contracted parcel or parcels or neighboring lands, including activities such as
harvesting, processing, or shipping.

"(3) The use will not result in the significant removal of adjacent contracted land from agricultural or
open‐space use
In evaluating compatibility a board or council shall consider the impacts on noncontracted lands in the
agricultural preserve or preserves.
”
This has not happened for the Hidden Falls project as a matter of fact or as a matter of applying the
Act. Agricultural compatibility is appllied to far more than contracted land alone.
Court decisions interpreting and enforcing the Williamson Act reflect this legislative intent in acting the
bill carried by John Williamson who retired from the California legislature as Chief of Staff of the Senate
Rules Committee around 1977:
"51220.
The Legislature finds:
(a) That the preservation of a maximum amount of the limited supply of
agricultural land is necessary to the conservation of the state’s economic resources,
and is necessary not only to the maintenance of the agricultural economy of the
state, but also for the assurance of adequate, healthful and nutritious food for
future residents of this state and nation."
2

Rural Recreation requires approval of a Minor Use Permit on Williamson Act contracted land.
"The planning department shall consult with the agricultural commissioner when making determinations
under this section.
"A. Compatible Uses Only. Sections 51238 et seq., of the Act require that the county limit the uses of
land allowed on contracted lands to those that are compatible with continuing agricultural operations.
After the execution of a contract, no land use shall be established on property subject to a contract
except for the uses shown in Table 2. Compliance with the land use permit requirements and
development standards of this Chapter 17 is also required. Definitions of each of the land uses in Table 2
may be found in Article 17.04 of this chapter.
For convenience, Table 2 shows the land use permit required by this chapter for each compatible use in
the applicable zone district. However, in the event of any conflict between Table 2 and the requirements
of the other provisions of Chapter 17, the other provisions shall control.
"B. Specific Compatibility Provisions. An approved contract shall contain the information in
subsection (A), and any tailored provisions that limit the compatible uses allowed under any specific
contract. The specific compatible uses authorized under a contract shall be based on the type of
agricultural operation that qualifies the site for the contract, and the type of agricultural operations on
surrounding properties, that may be affected by the establishment of compatible uses on the subject
site. The specific compatible uses authorized under a contract shall also consider the principles of
compatibility provided by Section 51238 et seq., of the Act.
Placer County Code 17.64.090.
Recreational uses must be on land “in its agricultural or natural state” which clearly does not include
bike riding or equestrian use. Trails for other than agriclutural use or other facilities for public
participation are questionable. Muni Code 17.64.090:
“Recreational use” means the use of land in its agricultural or natural state by the public, with or
without charge, for walking, hiking, picnicking, camping, swimming, boating, fishing, hunting, or other
outdoor games or sports for which facilities are provided for public participation. Any ancillary
structures necessary for a recreational use shall comply with Section 51238.1 of the Act and this article."
The couple minutes spent discussing agricultural “consistency" at the Parks Commission meeting shows
inadequate attention to Williamson Act compatibility requirements, and does not reflect application of
essential knowledge of agriculture by the county or land trusts.
It was stated with certainty at the hearing that Land Trust lands and projects have nothing to do with
county efforts. This is incorrect for many if not all conservation easements that require notice to
counties and county consent before they can become effective.
Placer County has a problematic record when it comes to enforcing established Williamson Act contracts
and TPZ rezoning requests that are required to take 9‐10 years to end.
The question of what is compatible with agricultural lands needs to start over with the various
mandated requirements.
Do inform us about when this project has been on a Placer County Agricultural Commission agenda, and
if it has, inform us of the date or dates. This needs to happen if it hasn't been an Agricultural
Commission agenda numbered item.
3

Mike Garabedian
Co‐founder
Placer County Tomorrow
Lincoln
916‐719‐7296
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

tara gee <taralgee@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:16 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion

As an avid trail rider and hiker as well as member of Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Association, I would love to see the
approval of the Hidden Falls expansion (reduced plan).
Thank you for your consideration.
Tara L Gee
Loomis
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christine Haas <christinehaas26@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:19 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

Dear Sue,
I would love to express my support of the expansion of the Hidden Falls trails. I’m fairly new to the
area, but have been an avid horsewoman for many years. This expansion opens up miles of new
territories to explore and for us to enjoy and treasure. This preservation of nature brings value to the
region and reinforces Auburn’s place as the “Endurance Capital of the World.”
~ Christine
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Helen Harvey <helentharvey@icloud.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 10:58 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I’m a hiker, backpacker, and equestrian. I love the expansion plan for Hidden Falls. It expands the
miles of trails and parking available for all users. Open space and trails are a precious resource that
need to be preserved and expanded for future generations.
Thanks,
Helen Harvey

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Erika Hazen <eahazen@hotmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:07 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

I DO NOT support the Hidden Falls expansion. I am very concerned about fire danger. I am a Placer
County landowner since 1964. Opening this backcountry to the public is NOT a good idea! Please
register my disapproval with the planning commission.
Erika Hazen
Sent from my iPad
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maureen Henderson <mmhenderson@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:35 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] SUPPORT FOR HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

I am a 30+ year resident of Newcastle. I am an active equestrian and visit Hidden Falls about once a week. The Reduced
Plan more than addresses the neighbors’ concerns. I look forward to your approval of the Reduced Plan.
Thank you.
Maureen Henderson
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jim Herbert <jimandkandi@mycci.net>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 10:15 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

We have resided in Placer County since 1986. We started riding at Hidden Falls when it was a cattle ranch. We were
thrilled when the land trust acquired it because we knew that eventually the public would be able to access this
wonderful asset to Placer County. We support the total expansion of the trails and most importantly the staging areas
to make access easier and take the pressure off of Mears Road. This expansion needs to proceed and it does so with the
blessing of most long term residents of Placer County like ourselves and our neighbors.
Jim Herbert & Kandi Kost‐Herbert
9211 Billy Mitchell Blvd.
Roseville, CA 95747
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kim Hitchcock <justkim511@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:26 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

As a resident of Placer County, an equestrian and hiking enthusiast I am in full support of the Hidden
Falls Reduced Plan Expansion. Thank you!
Kim Hitchcock
Sent from my iPhone

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron Holback <ron@toucanmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 6:39 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan

I'd like to let you know that I am adamantly opposed to the Hidden Falls expansion plan.
This is the wrong project for this location and should not be approved.
One reason for not allowing this to go forward is the increased fire danger it presents to this part of the county, an
undeniable reality that must be taken into account. During this time of climate change and devastating wildfires
ravaging our state it is our responsibility to do what we can to mitigate and eliminate potential threats to our lives and
homes. This is not the time or place to be playing with fire!
Another reason it is unwise to go forward with this is because of the traffic it will create on narrow roads that were
neither designed or built to handle the increased flow of cars and trailers. The roads in this area are at peak flow already
and an objective traffic study will show this project will overwhelm roads that have not been widened or improved in
over 50 years. A reasonable person can look at what has happened regarding the number of people in attendance at our
local state parks the past few months and realize the same will happen at Hidden Falls; a potentially mile long traffic jam
and all the unwelcome things that accompany it such as litter, road rage incidents, and cigarette embers thrown out the
windows.
A third thing to keep in mind is that just as we've seen at our state parks the majority of users will be from out of town,
and though Auburn is a kind and welcoming community, the area where Hidden Falls is located is not able to handle this
influx of visitors. If this project goes forward it will not be a regional park for local residents but rather a destination for
out of county residents to utilize at our cost. For this reason this is not a wise way to spend local taxpayer dollars.
This has been a controversial issue from it's inception and because of backing by parties who are not landowners or
stakeholders in North Auburn we are seeing a project forced upon us that will diminish our quality of life. Placer County
is huge and there are many other appropriate places for this type of development. I have read, but not been able to
verify, that 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County feel this is not a good use of taxpayer funds or property. I urge
you to do what's best for those who are truly vested in this area of Placer County.

Respectfully,
Ron Holback
1

North Auburn property owner and resident

2

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle Hurney <fmhurney@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:45 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

"I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000 residents of
Placer County will thank you." The trails provide lots of riding area for horses, one of the main reasons I moved here.
Michelle Hurney

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kristina Jarvis <kristinajansen@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:41 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for HIdden Falls Expansion

Good morning,
I would like to express my support for the proposed hidden falls expansion. I live in Sacramento County and frequently
travel to and spend money in Placer County due to the extensive recreational activities. I am an equestrian and I hike, so
developing additional trails is high on my list of priorities. I encourage you to support the expansion as well.
Thank you,
Kristina Jarvis

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Debbie Johnson <djohn0755@aol.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:58 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project Comment

Dear Sir;
My family are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan
and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and
additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Debbie Johnson
Lincoln, CA

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

joyce39@gmail.com
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:18 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] "To: County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

"I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. Placer
County will thank you." I use the trails frequently and so do so many of my friends. We are all home
owners and long term residents. I have lived and worked over 35 years in this county.
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nikki Julian-Vasquez <ride.nikki.ride@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:47 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] : County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

As an avid outdoor enthusiast, I fully support the proposed (even modified) expansion of the
wonderful Hidden Falls trails. I have ridden horses on nature trails for over 50+ years and still marvel at
the extreme gifts they provide and hope that generations to come will have the same open-space
and nature experiences that we have been fortunate enough to enjoy. With a feverish renewed
(Covid influence) interest in getting outdoor exercise and the high demand to experience nature on
safe and well-planned trails, the expansion of the spectacular Hidden Falls is essential for our growing
population and for those of us who have enjoyed trails for decades. We see a huge increase in
usage. Our safety and sanity depends on EXPANSION! Existing trails are simply getting too crowded
and the need for expansion has never been more essential.
Thank you for your kind consideration,
Nicola Julian-Vasquez
Nevada City, Ca.
831-252-3456
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

L Kataoka <le_kataoka@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 4:40 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
We are active hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced
Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and
additional trails for our future. We believe that the reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs and should be
approved. In addition, there are many users outside of Placer County, such as myself, who will also use and appreciate
the additional trails in this plan.
Thank you,
Lucy Kataoka and family

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, October 12, 2020 2:09 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Karen Keene

Email Address (Optional)

karenkeene512@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

Comments

Planning Commissioners:
I support the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report
for the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project, as
well as the Conditional Use Permit Modification for the
“Reduced Project”. I believe that the Reduced Project, as
proposed, will be an asset to our county by providing residents
and visitors with the opportunity to enjoy nature and open
space in such a beautiful place. I applaud the County for
addressing and mitigating many of the community’s concerns.
Karen Keene, Resident of Loomis

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Donna Kelly <donnak1950@att.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 12:29 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] SUPPORT FOR HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

I support Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and I strongly encourage your approval.
Avid horseback rider,
Donna Kelly
3835 Leak Lane
Loomis, CA

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Elaine Loza <gandeloza@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:46 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls expansion

Hello,
As a resident of Placer County, we are in full support for the reduced plan for Hidden Falls expansion. We strongly
encourage your approval.
Sincerely,
Elaine and Gary Loza

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sherry Mack <sherry.mack@me.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:32 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] "To: County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan. Please approve this plan, not only
for the enjoyment for generations to come, but also to preserve more places so the community can
learn to = become stewards for our public lands.
Thank you for making our community amazing!

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

sugarpine1996@sbcglobal.net
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:10 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

Dear Placer County Planner,
Hidden Falls is a wonderful addition to Placer County and surrounding areas. It is a gem. I know it
attracts people to the area as I have heard people say they want to move to Auburn because it has
such awesome trails. An expansion just makes sense for all of the residents of Placer County.
Thank you,
Helen McDermott

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary McMillan <mary.compass@me.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:17 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission; Attention: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk

Dear Ms. Colbert,
Please record that I support the Hidden Falls Expansion and the reduced plan. I highly encourage
your approval. There are thousands of us who will thank the County Planning Commission for its
preservation of this beautiful outdoor treasure.
Thanks,
Mary I McMillan
202 441-1816

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jaede Miloslavich <jaede@sbbmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:26 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Planning Commission letter for Hidden Falls

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
ATTN: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I fully support Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage the Planning Commission's
approval.
99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County agree with me. Please, approve this reduced plan that
provides relief for the neighbors and enjoyment for everyone else.
Thank you,
Jaede Miloslavich and Gregory Parsons family Hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Howie&Connie Muir <hcmuir@mindspring.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 8:33 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attention: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I take a moment to write in order to support the Hidden Falls Expansion and support of the reduced plan that
discussions have achieved. I urge your approval of them both.
Conservation of nature’s open space, preserved for outdoor activities, offers a gift and opportunity that lasts far beyond
the debates that have brought the Commission this far. Natural space remains under increasing pressure, and future
generations will be grateful for the legacy of your decision to support this expansion and reduced plan. And so will I.
Although I live outside the County, I have made use of the park, and both my horse and I have appreciated its expanse
and amenities – thank you! – and hope to look forward to exploring its expanded boundaries.
Respectfully,
Howie Muir
10140 Stable Lane
Nevada City, CA 95959
(530) 478‐9004

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

NANCY MYERS <myers_nancy@sbcglobal.net>
Monday, October 12, 2020 9:55 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HIdden Falls Expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000
residents of Placer County will thank you.
Nancy Myers
Member Gold County Trails Council

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

toni owenacctng.com <toni@owenacctng.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:18 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

Importance:

High

Dear Sue,
Although we’re just across the county line in Nevada County, Hidden Falls is one of our favorite parks to ride.
We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. If nothing else, 2020 has
proven open space is tremendously needed for our health and sanity. I understand the reduced plan more
than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
Toni
Toni Owen
Owen Accounting Services
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------15465 MacDonald Road, Grass Valley, CA 95949
89 Sheehy Court, Napa, CA 94558
(707) 888-3212 (c)
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cindy <cindypeterson@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:12 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I ride my horse often and have friends and family who use this park and I ask you to support the
Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan
addresses the neighbors needs and the community wants more trail and park access.
Thank you,
Cindy Peterson
Auburn, Ca 95602
530-368-0158
Sent from my iPhone

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joyce Radell <joyce39@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:26 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] To: County Planning Commission Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk"

"I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. 500,000
residents of Placer County will thank you."
As a long term home owner who raised her family here this project is very special. My grand children are being raised
here and we are very active in the community. Please move on with this project my friends and I love the present trails
but they are now crowded.
Thank You

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Janis Rau <eclipse4784@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:48 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Ranch Expansion Plan

My family are active dog walkers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls
Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. My family and I will appreciate the open space and
additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Janis Rau
Loomis Ca

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dinyah Rein <dinyahrein@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:58 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] RE: Hidden Falls Expansion

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I support Hidden Falls Expansion and support the reduced plan and encourage your approval. The park is an
invaluable resource, and it’s expansion will ensure that it continues to serve our community long into the future.
500,000 residents of Placer County will thank you.
Thank you,
Dinyah Rein
Auburn, CA
Frequent Hidden Falls user

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

lawzer@aol.com
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:36 AM
Sue Colbert
jaede@sbbmail.comff
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion

To Planning Department of Placer County, We are residents of Placer county and appreciate the multi-use Hidden Falls
Trails for dog walking, hiking and riding our horses. We support the planned expansion and parking off Bell Rd, since
Mears has only 12 equestrian spaces, and reservations required on weekends make it almost impossible to get a place
there. Thank you for preserving these open spaces for future public use and enjoyment. Ann Rubenstein and Jonathan
Zerin, 4011 Creekhaven Rd., Auburn, CA 95602

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sandy Ruggiero <sandy.ruggiero@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:42 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
** WRITE A SENTENCE OR TWO, LIKE THIS:
I love riding the Hidden Falls Trails. Often my family comes together to take a walk there also. We support the Hidden
Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the 500,000 residents of Placer County will
appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors
needs.
Thank you,
Sandy Ruggiero

Ephesians 3:20 says, “God can do much, much more than anything we can ask or imagine” (NCV).

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jody Schnell <schnell.jody@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 1:45 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
I am an active equestrian trail rider. I thoroughly enjoy the existing Hidden Falls trails and support the additional trails as
defined in the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan. I encourage your approval. It is my firm belief that 99% of the
500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails. I certainly look forward to
enjoying them with my children and grandchildren in the future. This reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors
needs.
Thank you,
Jody L. Schnell
Foresthill Resident

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tod S <todsnook@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 1:36 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion comment

Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
My wife and I are active hikers and horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We support the Hidden Falls Expansion
Reduced Plan and encourage the Planning Commission approval. All residents of Placer County and neighboring counties
such as Nevada County will appreciate the additional trails far into the future.
Thank you,
Tod and Susan Snook
members of Gold Country Trails Council

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Spencer, Nicole <Nicole.Spencer@cbnorcal.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:42 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

Good morning.
I support approval of the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report and the
county's plan to build the Reduced Project. Hidden Falls has been a wonderful addition to
our community and its expansion will provide more trails for enjoyment by all. Living near
Auburn Valley I would love to have such easy access to trails as I currently have to drive
20-30 minutes to access any trail system.
Hidden Falls has also been a big talking point when I am working with buyers and
educating them on what Auburn has to offer. Our outdoor activities are a huge reason
why people want to move here. It is a lifestyle. Other communities provide bike and
walking paths through greenbelts and town....this is not something we have - but we have
trails through nature and the more, the better.
Thank you.
Nicole Spencer
o. 530‐886‐5720 | m. 650‐537‐1245
BRE # 02008447 **Masters Club**
www.NicoleSpencerHomes.com
Like: Facebook

Placer County Association of Realtors Masters Club Member
2016-2019 International President’s Circle Team – top 5% small teams nationwide and top 2% Northern
California (out of 4500 agents)
2019 Real Trends America’s Best Real Estate Teams – top 1% real estate professionals nationwide

*Wire Fraud is Real*. Before wiring any money, call the intended recipient at a number you know is valid to
confirm the instructions. Additionally, please note that the sender does not have authority to bind a party to a
real estate contract via written or verbal communication.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shelly Stewart <shelly@ponderite.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 9:54 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

Dear Sue Colbert,
Since I am unable to attend the meeting regarding the expansion plan for Hidden Falls, I wanted to send an email in full
support of this project.
I believe that the reduced plan is a good compromise for the local neighbors, while ensuring open space for decades to
come. My family has enjoyed this area for many different types of recreation; Horseback riding, mountain biking,
running and hiking. The proximity is such that is it easy to get to and within minutes you can feel like you are ‘out there’.
Please know there is so much support for this project to go through. Finding open spaces is becoming so difficult,
especially for equestrian users!
Thank you for your time.
Shelly Stewart

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Timothy J Strazzo <tjstrazzo@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 8, 2020 9:37 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion

I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion project. I live in Shadow Rock Estates in Auburn. I have
been an avid mountain biker for 30 years. Hidden Falls has been one of my main destinations for the
last 4 years. Hidden Falls is a great asset to Placer county and the expansion project will make it
even better.
PLEASE APPROVE THE HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION PROJECT.
THANK YOU,
TiM Strazzo

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laurie Sweeney <lauriemsweeney@yahoo.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 6:55 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Support - County Planning Commission

Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
My husband and I are avid supporters of the Hidden Falls Expansion in its reduced form. (or
nonreduced) We daily see how important the outdoors and trails are, especially in the middle of this
pandemic. Open space is precious and badly needed as we see increasing usage of people trying to
recreate and exercise outdoors.
I am also an equestrian, and we are seeing areas available to equestrians shrink as we are outparked and crowded out by other trail enthusiasts.
As a child I watched my neighborhood get paved over in Southern California. I rode my horse along
a 4 lane highway.
Please don't let this happen to Placer County. Please preserve the open space that we have, and
provide trails and outdoor recreation for all.
Please approve the Hidden Fall Expansion.
Thank you,
Laurie Sweeney
Michael Peckham
Meadow Vista Residents
916-955-0184

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Janice Thurston <jlthurston11@gmail.com>
Thursday, October 15, 2020 7:04 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Hello!
I am a resident of Placer County, and I encourage your approval of the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan.
My family and I use the Hidden Falls trails. We appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future. The
reduced plan more
than addresses the neighbors' concerns.
Thank you,
Janice Thurston
4121 Grice Ct.
Roseville, CA 95747

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cheryl Tiburzi <tiburzi@ncbb.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:18 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Please APPROVE Expansion Hidden Falls

These new trails and parking will benefit the entire community. Please approve!
Cheryl Tiburzi
9696 Junewood Lane Loomis

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Monday, October 12, 2020 4:29 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

J.P. Tindell

Email Address (Optional)

tindelljp@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion Project

Comments

I am writing in support of approval of this project, including
approval of the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact
Report and the county's plan to build the Reduced Project. I am
an active supporter of the Placer Land Trust, and was a lifetime
parks and recreation planning professional who knows the
invaluable contribution to a community's health of a large,
connected trail and park system. Please vote in support of this
project moving forward, thank you.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cindy Twyman <cindytwymanre@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 3:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] County Planning Commission- Attn Sue Colbert

Dear Sue,
Im writing to you to let you know that I support the Hidden Falls expansion and the reduced plan, AND I
encourage your approval!!
I'm in El Dorado county, and frequent Hidden Falls. I feel these areas are vital to our community and thank
you for your support!!
Sincerely,
Cindy Twyman
Cindy Twyman
DRE 01235793
Premier Foothill Properties
Direct 530-320-8547
CindyTwymanRE@gmail.com
To help protect y ou r
priv acy , Micro so ft Office
prev ented au tomatic
download of this pictu re
from the Internet.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 1:22 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Richard Ulmer

Email Address (Optional)

rulmermtb@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls expansion

Comments

I really enjoy spending time riding my bike on the Hidden Falls
trails. It's a great place to get out in nature and get away from it
all.
- I support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report
of the Full Project
- I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

amy umpleby <amyump@gmail.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 9:45 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support Hidden Falls Expansion

To: Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk, Placer County Planning Commission
Dear Ms. Colbert,
Please note my support for the Hidden Falls Expansion and the reduced plan. I encourage the Commission's approval. The
benefits of this project to the residents of Placer County are immeasurable.
Thank you
Amy Umpleby

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laurie Valentine <lauriev@pacbell.net>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:57 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion

Please, I encourage the expansion of the trails. Our young people who are equestrians are out in the fresh air, learning
responsibilities and keeping out of all kinds of trouble. Let's give all of us, young and old, wonderful places to
ride. Equestrians are excellent stewards of the land, please allow us more access.
Regards, Laurie Valentine

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Van Roo <vanroolaw@gmail.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:56 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
My wife and I are active horseback riders of the Hidden Falls trails. We ride as members of the
Folsom Lake Trail Patrol and as Patrol Riders in the National Forest and on park trails throughout
Nevada and Placer Counties.
We support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your approval. 99% of the
500,000 residents of Placer County will appreciate the open space and additional trails for our future.
The reduced plan more than addresses the neighbors needs.
Thank you,
‐‐
Please take good care during these challenging times.

Yours truly,
WILLIAM A. VAN ROO

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisa Carnahan
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 7:49 AM
Sue Colbert
FW: [EXTERNAL] RE: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 - HFRP Trails Expansion
ProjectContinuance

From: Brian Vizzusi <bvizzusi@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:32 PM
To: Samantha Ledbetter <SLedbetter@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion ProjectContinuance
Hello Samantha,
I fully support the HFRP trail expansion project. I know that many of my neighbors in Auburn Valley are against this. I
want to make sure that my voice and or “vote” is heard and seen but am still working full time and would not be able to
attend the meeting.
Brian
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
From: Samantha Ledbetter
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:39 PM
Subject: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion ProjectContinuance
Good Afternoon,
In order to ensure that the public has ample time to review the staff‐recommended Reduced Project for the Hidden Falls
Regional Park Trails Expansion Project, the Parks Division will be requesting a continuance of the item at the September
24, 2020 Planning Commission hearing. The request will be to continue the item to the October 22, 2020 hearing date
at 5:00 PM. Parks Staff will not be providing a presentation of the proposed Project at the September 24th hearing.
Thanks,
Samantha Ledbetter
Parks Secretary
(530) 886‐4901 |Fax: (530) 745‐7544 | parks@placer.ca.gov

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
1

taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.

2

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

PJ Warmack <cows2horses@gmail.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 4:34 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

TO: Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Plan
Dear Sue Colbert,
I am an avid horseback rider of the Hidden Falls Regional Park. I actually live north of
Marysville, in Yuba County, but so enjoy the people, nature and trails of Hidden Falls, I am
willing to make that drive (with a 3-horse gooseneck horse trailer in tow!) many times a
year. I am happy to pay the parking fee to reserve a spot to continue support of the park.
I wholeheartedly support the Hidden Falls Expansion Reduced Plan and encourage your
approval. Along with Placer County residents, folks in other counties, like myself,
appreciate the opportunity to enjoy even more open space and additional trails. I believe
the reduced plan more than addresses the needs of the park's adjoining neighbors.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Pamela Warmack
10137 Oroville Highway
Marysville, CA 95901
cows2horses@gmail.com

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shelley Weisickle <shelley@weisickle.com>
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 8:14 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION

To: County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I would like to let you know that I support the Hidden Falls Expansion with the reduced plan and
highly encourage your approval!
This would be a great service to many, many residents of Placer County.
Please consider voting YES! We all will thank you!
Regards,
Shelley & Bob Weisickle

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisa Carnahan
Wednesday, October 14, 2020 7:50 AM
Sue Colbert
FW: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 - HFRP Trails Expansion Project Continuance

From: Judith Whitman <judie@jwhitman.net>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:44 PM
To: Samantha Ledbetter <SLedbetter@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Mike Krug <mkrugavpoa@gmail.com>; Jan Tarantino <jan.tarantino339@gmail.com>; Bradley & Carolyn Clair
<carolyn.clair@yahoo.com>; Sandi Howarth <sandihowarth@sbcglobal.net>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion Project Continuance
Thank you for your message. Are there any plans for the revised project to be presented as a stand alone document. In
other words, without the confusing language of the prior project, etc. ? I believe that would be very helpful in the
review of it so that the community knows precisely what is on the table.
Thank you, Judith Whitman

From: Samantha Ledbetter <SLedbetter@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:35 PM
Subject: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion Project Continuance
Good Afternoon,
In order to ensure that the public has ample time to review the staff‐recommended Reduced Project for the Hidden Falls
Regional Park Trails Expansion Project, the Parks Division will be requesting a continuance of the item at the September
24, 2020 Planning Commission hearing. The request will be to continue the item to the October 22, 2020 hearing date
at 5:00 PM. Parks Staff will not be providing a presentation of the proposed Project at the September 24th hearing.
Thanks,
Samantha Ledbetter
Parks Secretary
(530) 886‐4901 |Fax: (530) 745‐7544 | parks@placer.ca.gov

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
1

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.

2

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Adam Wilhite <adamwilhite@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, October 13, 2020 10:16 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Plan Comment

We believe this expansion will bring the greater good to the vast majority of residents.
Sincerely,
Adam Wilhite
Sent from my iPhone

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jeanine wolf <jwolf56@yahoo.com>
Monday, October 12, 2020 7:15 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

To Placer County Planning Commission
Attention Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk
I live off Joeger Rd just a few miles from the proposed expansion, and I am writing to show my support
for the Hidden Falls Expansion (the reduced plan). I encourage your approval of this very important
project. There are so many Placer County residents (not to mention those residing in other counties)
that would benefit from having access to less crowded trails and experience the wonderful beauty
that nature offers.
Unfortunately I will be out of town on the 22nd and unable to show my support in person during the
Public Hearing before the Placer County Planning Commission. But please know that I support this
project 100% and hope the Planning Commission will do the same.
Thank you!
Jeanine Wolf
9815 Heidi Way
Auburn CA 95602

1

Sue Colbert
Subject:

FW: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

-----Original Message----From: Jane Bailey <janebailey77@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:47 AM
To: Placer County Planning <Planning@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project
Sir: we are OPPOSED to expansion
Ronald and Jane Bailey
Sent from my iPad

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 9:05 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Richard Burger

Email Address (Optional)

rh.burger@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Trails Expansion

Comments

My family lives in Placer county and we very much enjoy the
Hidden Falls park. Currently access so just too limited to only a
few users on weekends. We hope the expansion leads to more
room in the park so we can go more often on the weekends.
We support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report
of the Full Project, and we support the county's plan to build the
Reduced Project Plan.
Wish I could afford to buy a home near the park, property
values are sure to increase in the area!!
Rich Burger
916 390-7611

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 8:15 AM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Kristy Stokes Corah

Email Address (Optional)

kristy.corah@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Expansion project

Comments

I want to express my support of the HF expansion project. I am
a nutritional therapy practitioner and very concerned about the
state of health in the USA. 70% of Americans die of chronic
disease which is highly preventable via lifestyle choices such
as eating a whole food diet instead of a processed food diet as
well as incorporating exercise into one's life. Communing in
nature is important to the mind/body connection and not the
same as a gym workout. When communities have the
opportunity to expand land and make it usable to cyclists,
walkers and hikers and horses it's important to do so.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 7:42 AM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Larry Feldhaus

Email Address (Optional)

feldhaus1@mindspring.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project

Comments

I had a fun ride this week at Hidden Falls and for the first time
paid attention to the map and where the park boundaries are. It
is amazing how the trails make the most of the available land
right up to the fence line. For the first time I saw water running
through the canal on the Morning Dove loop and stopped on
River Otter to see where it would connect to the easement
leading to East expansion. There was a big green horse poop
that was minutes old and it stunk to high heaven on Seven
Pools. The two ladies on horseback encountered nearby must
be used to it. The horse feed seems to be a variable for both
color and smell. That concerns me, but I support the approval
of the impact on the environment report for the expansion. I
also support the reduced project. Oh yeah, thanks for the
recent trail work on the Pheasant trail. We just need some rain
to knock down the dust. Ride on and keep up the fire
suppression. . .

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 9:14 AM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Matt Freeman

Email Address (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden falls trail expansion project

Comments

As a 35 year resident of the region, specifically the Roseville
area, and as a mountain biker, I recognize the need for more
public recreational open space. I recognize the increasing
crowds of people all looking for some bit of wilderness for an
escape. Some residents neighboring Hidden Falls are fortunate
enough to own some of this space and want to prevent
"outsiders" from sharing what they enjoy. We need to share
public lands with the public, and preserve these open spaces.
The limited plan approved by the Planning Commission
represents a good compromise. Please approve the expansion
so that we have more local trails than just the Auburn State
Recreation Area. I remember what Hidden Falls was like before
the fee reservation was implemented. I saw how the County
corrected well the parking mess at Mears. I think the County
has learned how to be a better neighbor to control visitors
coming to the park. The County will be adept at seeing such
good stewardship into an expanded Hidden Falls. I would
prefer to see the full build out, not just the limited plan

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:59 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Roland Jackson

Email Address (Optional)

roldog27@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Say yes to Hidden Falls Expansion

Comments

As 9 year resident of Rocklin, and total 20 year resident of the
Sacramento Region, and as a mountain biker, I recognize the
need for more public recreational open space. I recognize the
increasing crowds of people all looking for some bit of
wilderness for an escape. Some residents neighboring Hidden
Falls are fortunate enough to own some of this space and want
to prevent "outsiders" from sharing what they enjoy. We need
to share public lands with the public, and preserve these open
spaces. The limited plan approved by the Planning
Commission represents a good compromise. Please approve
the expansion so that we have more local trails than just the
Auburn State Recreation Area. I remember what Hidden Falls
was like before the fee reservation was implemented. I saw
how the County corrected well the parking mess at Mears. I
think the County has learned how to be a better neighbor to
control visitors coming to the park. The County will be adept at
seeing such good stewardship into an expanded Hidden Falls. I
would prefer to see the full build out, not just the limited plan

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 7:24 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Larry Matz

Email Address (Optional)

lmatz1@yahoo.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls expansion project

Comments

This necessary expansion of healthy recreational facilities in
the Auburn area has endured extensive and apparently
continuing delays based on opposition from a very small
minority of Auburn area residents. Despite a comprehensive
and professional environmental review that showed the lack of
factual basis for the objections raised , the Board has now
reduced the scope of the expansion to the detriment of the
larger Auburn community. More frustrating is the continual
delays to allow a repeat of the numerous disproven claims of
opponents.
This expansion is a project that’s very much needed to
encourage healthy non- motorized outdoor recreation. The
current single entrance is insufficient to meet community
needs.
I strongly encourage the Boards timely approval of the
proposed expansion

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

1

September 22, 2020
County of Placer County Community Development Resource Agency
Planning Services Division
Attention: Mr. Steve Pedretti and Planning Commissioners
Mr. Andy Fisher and Ms. Lisa Carnahan, Public Works Parks Division

Re: Thursday, September 24, 2020 Public Hearing on Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

We are sending this information for review and consideration as we are unable to attend the meeting
due to a family member who is going in for surgery. This is something we regret and ask for your
understanding.

Please note the following comments on the items being considered for recommendation for approval to
the Board of Supervisors.

1.

To Modify the Hidden Falls Regional Park (HFRP) Conditional Use Permit (CUP) as delineated in
the notice. There are sixty‐three (63) parcel numbers listed without any description that are
reported to make up approximately 2,765 acres (70% larger than HFRP). The total acreage is
without any description and reported to be a mix of zonings which are not defined. It is noted
the HFRP boundary area is zoned “mostly as OS (Open Space),”. A description follows reporting
the HFRP parcel at Mears Place stating the existing parking area zoning and the project area
location follows by identifying the boundaries. We find the report does not include the
information to answer pertinent questions.
The Final SEIR is not helpful when referring to the report to try to understand the significance of
the CUP and how it relates to the project. Please allow us this space to question the materials
we are reviewing. Previous letters and comments we submitted included inquiries as to the
appropriateness of combining the HFRP final reports and permits with the HFRP Trails Expansion
Project. The current project being considered in every way is distinctly different in most areas
studied. The most blatant of the differences are the size of the acreage; the roadways
negatively impacted and reported as significant but unavoidable in the final SEIR; the extent of
the hydrology section involving the watershed, streams and ponds; the wildfire hazard; among
others. The final report of the expansion project (Final SEIR) is incomplete due to the fact that
it refers back to the draft EIR as well as the HFRP 2010 reports and approvals. Our initial
objections to the combining and overlaps have been realized. We relate back to the objections
as it definitely is creating an imbalance in the resources available to the people to adequately
respond to the issues.

We understand the need to proceed with the next steps in any process and appreciate your
expertise on these subjects. We submit the need to recommend that the people on the current
list of interested and active participants are provided with detailed information necessary to
understand and apply to the decisions and responses regarding the Final SEIR and the CUP
connection, application and approval process. Evidently, the CUP is a necessary part of finalizing
the approval process and when the people impacted are not informed it is not possible to
adequately address the actions involved. We look forward to moving forward with the next
steps of the project with the additional information provided.
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2. To make a recommendation on the certification of the Project Final Subsequent Environmental
Impact Report (SEIR) as well as Findings of Fact, Statement of Overriding Considerations, and
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan reported to be done by the listed agencies. The Final
SEIR has been distributed and is limited in the content as it refers back to the Draft SEIR for most
of the sections considered. It is also named a “subsequent” report since it is combined with the
original HFRP reports and approvals. Objections to this decision were voiced and not deemed
acceptable. We are now faced with the overlaps, consistently referring back to the HFRP reports
and approvals as well as the Draft HFRP Trails Expansion Project in the Final HFRP SEIR.
As resident property owners in North Auburn we continue to objectappeal to our County
regarding the proposed project to expand the park and trails referenced above. At this time, we
ask our Planning Commissioners to apply their expertise to the subjects within the Final SEIR that
fail to justify approvals. In our humble opinion, the following do not justify approval.
 Item 1‐2 includes explanations referencing Sections of the CEQA Guidelines stating
justifications for making changes to the Final EIR as well as stating mitigation measures or
project alternatives are infeasible as identified in the report. These are allowed due to
the fact that a project that has a certified EIR is recorded. Is the HFRP EIR the certified
recorded EIR referenced? If so, we question the process.
 Item 1‐4 Responses to Comments covers an extensive period of time during which we,
personally, had not received any responses. The posted letters and responses included
in the Final SEIR were the first we saw any responses. Our objections to not receiving
responses as well as notifications have been expressed regularly. This is unacceptable to
those of us who have been actively engaged for more than two years and believe we are
entitled to the rights and privileges of being informed.
 Master Response 2 – Wildfire as found in the Draft EIR reports that the Findings of Fact
from the 2010 EIR concludes “that the potential for fire to occur during or after project
construction was deemed less than significant and that “the potential for wildfire
resulting from human or natural causes previously existed in the project area.” This is a
prime example of the problems found when a subsequent combined study is used. The
2010 EIR was completed and Phase 1 consisted of 220 acres and Phase 2 resulted in 1,200
acres. The Final SEIR we are studying currently covers 2,765 additional acres reaching
into areas not all remotely connected to the HFRP. This does not consider the increase in
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visitors to the expanded area that poses a significant danger. Estimates of the number
of people have been over 2,000 over a 3‐day weekend. Within this item the intention to
implement the “Vegetations, Fuels and Range Management Plan” which has been noted
to be significantly flawed. As the size of the project is increased this must be corrected.
Master Response 2‐Wildfire Evacuation Plan includes a Draft of a Map and an explanation
regarding how the plan will be a work in progress. The people who are threatened are
left without any plan. Additional efforts to educate the public on fire prevention are
encouraging if it zeroes in on those visiting the park and trails since that is where the risk
of fires start. It is reported that 95% of fires are started by people. Our concerns are
based on the documented history of plans and promises by the Parks department, since
HFRP opened, that were made and not kept. This haphazard approach is a concern.
Master Response 3 – Traffic, Circulation and Parking is an item being constantly changed.
It is reported in the Final SEIR that the Hidden Falls Expansion Project will exceed
thresholds for acceptable vehicle miles travelled and that it is a significant but
unavoidable impact. Since this is an item that needs knowledgeable and current
researchers, many of the North Auburn residents supported a study and it is important to
note the significant results including the Bell Road access at the Twilight Ride Area. The
final report refers to the “commenter” when including the information from the study.
Also it is reported that the roads served by the CHP will be at the same level of coverage.
This in spite of the increases expected from this project along with added vehicles for
Winery and Farm Breweries. It is unfortunate that there is not a projected figure of
visitors to the expanded trails as the objection to opening up the trails continues to be a
primary reason for not approving the project. The estimates the local residents have
projected include the Twilight Ride access showing 600 vehicle trips on a single Saturday
not counting those arriving on foot, by bicycle or horses. There are groups that plan to
meet at a designated point and then walk or ride into the access location. The final report
reviews problems at the HFRP site and steps taken to resolve the issues, however, the
people in the community continue to have problems and have had minimal recognition
or resolution by the County.
Master Response 4 – Land Use Compatibility poses a major concern for the people in the
community impacted by the influx of visitors (and others). Recent mailings from the
Sheriff’s association are a concern if the State and local budgets are not adequate. Since
the expansion of the park and trails will open up land to visitors, tourists and perhaps
homeless, the need is increased. We are aware of the problems involving crime,
vandalism, trespassing, theft and litter in the Mears/Mount Vernon communities. The
Twilight Ride access property has become a primary location since the Auburn Valley
Community Curtola Ranch access is no longer being considered. That, along with the
addition of an agreement with a Hiking Club being added to those wanting access poses
a concern. Our property is a few hundred feet from where the access and parking lot and
facilities will be constructed and we are against approval of the project.
Master Response 5 – Agriculture. We are retired seniors and as explained in close
proximity to Twilight Ride. The Expansion project includes lands already under control
for public access by the Placer Land Trust. This arrangement has work well for all involved
and has not been a concern for the people living in the neighboring communities. By
indiscriminately opening up lands to the public it creates hazards including wildfires. This
alone is adequate reason for not approving the project.
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Master Response 5 – Adverse Effect and Impact Analysis. Management plans are
referred to in this section and are not described. It is noted that the increased public
presence and potential impacts of grazing operations are of particular concern. Our
concerns are also regarding increases in the public. The following statement are on
“Alteration of Land Use” and it is stated, “Several residence are located within
approximately 40‐350 feet from the North property line of Twlight Ride….” Our home
and property is one of those rural residences. It continues regarding the “Potential for
Conflict” and the zoning and use permits are introduced. We are hoping your knowledge
and experience in these areas will assist in determining the significance on our behalf. If
these procedures had been addressed or reported as we have been studying the County
plans for more than two years now, we may be in a better position to understand why
our previous objections were actually potential conflicts.

We realize you cannot advise us, however, the impact of the actions or lack thereof or
resolutions through mitigations may help to present our position by taking a stand against the
approval of the project. Any input is appreciated. Other alternatives have not been explored.
We have presented our objections, our situation, our requests in good faith and are now
looking for ways to move forward to resolve our case. Please add our information to the
permanent file.

Respectfully submitted,
James and Jean Piette 5395 Bell Road, Auburn, Ca 95602

Cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors; Mr. Todd Leopold

530‐888‐1340

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Christy Claes <christy.claes@Placerlandtrust.org>
Thursday, September 24, 2020 7:35 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Public Comment for Hidden Falls RP Agenda Item for Planning Commission
Placer Land Trust_ Letter to Planning Commission_HFRP_23SEPT2020_sgn.pdf

Good Morning Ms. Colbert,
My name is Christy Claes and I am the Land and Recreation Manager for Placer Land Trust and I am submitting our
public comment for today’s Planning Commission meeting regarding Agenda Item Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails
Expansion Project / Conditional use Permit Modification (PLN18‐00187). Our letter of support from our Executive
Director is attached.
I am aware that this particular Agenda item has been left on the Agenda for today due to last minute changes but will be
discussed in full by the Planning Commission at a later date but we wanted to get our written comment to you by this
morning’s deadline.
Thanks so much ~
Christy Lee Claes
Land and Recreation Manager
Placer Land Trust
11641 Blocker Drive, Suite 220
Auburn, CA 95603
Office: (530) 887 – 9222
Cell: (805) 550 – 7056
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September 23, 2020

Placer Land Trust

Placer County Planning Commission
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603
via email to: scolbert@placer.ca.gov

11641 Blocker Drive #220
Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 887-9222
Fax (530) 888-7720
info@placerlandtrust.org
www.placerlandtrust.org

Re: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project / Conditional
Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)

Board of Directors

Dear Placer County Planning Commission,

Christine Pieper, President
Barbara Brenner
Amy Eubank
Rich Ferreira
Robert Gilliom
Jim Haagen-Smit
Doug Houston
Karen Keene
John Marin
Fred Yeager
Executive Director
Jeff Darlington
Placer Land Trust works with
willing landowners and conservation
partners to permanently protect
natural and agricultural lands in
Placer County for current and
future generations.

Placer Land Trust is a private,
nonprofit 501(c)(3) charitable
organization incorporated in 1991,
accredited by the national Land
Trust Accreditation Commission.
Federal Tax Identification
Number: 68-0223143.

Placer Land Trust supports the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails
Expansion Project and the Conditional Use Permit Modification for
the “Reduced Project”.
For more than 15 years, Placer Land Trust (PLT) has been working with
Placer County, the State of California, foundations, and willing
landowners to acquire and protect more than 2,500 acres of open
space preserves in the Big Hill area where the Trail Expansion Project
will occur. Since 2007, almost $15 million of public and private funds
have been invested to date to acquire and permanently protect this
land and make it available for public recreation.
Placer Land Trust has already done the critical work of eliminating the
potential of subdivision, residential development, and the associated
traffic congestion these 2,500 acres would have seen, if these
preserves were not acquired by PLT. PLT has already protected these
lands against the loss of agricultural use by including livestock grazing
into its management of these preserves. This protection of land,
natural resources, and agricultural use has already benefitted this area
tremendously, and the planned future public recreation on these
preserves will provide additional public benefit.
The Trail Expansion Project can be achieved through cooperation
among PLT, PLT’s partners (including PLT’s grazing tenant), Placer
County, and contract park rangers, and this can all be done in
agreement with the intent of past conservation work, in conformance
with the specific conservation restrictions on these preserves, and
concurrent with continued agricultural use. Despite incorrect
assertions by some project opponents, PLT has used these preserves

for agricultural productivity since we acquired them in 2007, and we will continue to use these
preserves for agricultural productivity in the future.
Placer Land Trust supports the County’s proposed “Reduced Project” as a compromise between
the project’s public benefits and the potential impacts and concerns raised by the community
during public comment this summer.
After PLT’s review of the Draft SEIR, PLT supported the project as presented, and PLT also
supported Alternative 2 or 3 as other, less impactful, options. Alternative 2 was the least
impactful alternative because it reduced parking and other trailhead facilities at all access sites.
In response to opposition by some of the project neighbors during public comment, the
County’s proposed “Reduced Project” limits both the project benefits and the project impacts
even further below the level of Alternative 2, yet retains a compromise that will result in a great
project. Placer Land Trust is pleased that the County has addressed and mitigated most of the
community’s concerns.
In conclusion, PLT supports the Final EIR, and we support building the “Reduced Project.” PLT
believes this project will provide significant benefit to Placer County residents and visitors who
enjoy outdoor recreation and who want to walk, run, and ride on trails in the beautiful foothill
landscapes of Placer County – landscapes that have been protected by Placer Land Trust for this
purpose, now and for future generations.

Sincerely,

Jeff Darlington, Executive Director
Placer Land Trust

September 23, 2020
Placer County Planning Commission
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603
scolbert@placer.ca.gov
To:

Placer County Planning Commission
ATTENTION: PLANNING COMMISSION CLERK

Re:

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trail Expansion Project: “Placer Trails” Comments
on Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) and the Proposed
Reduced Project

Placer Trails is a coalition of seven trail groups active in Placer County, with a combined
membership of over 4,000. Our groups span the full spectrum of trail users—mountain
bikers, hikers, runners, and equestrians—and we are united in supporting the
development of new multi-use trail networks. As frequent users of our region’s trails, we
experience first hand the increased overcrowding of popular trailheads and trails,
especially at Hidden Falls Regional Park. The Trail Expansion Project is a unique
opportunity for Placer County to more than double the size of the Hidden Falls trail
network and provide public access to more than 2,500 acres of open-space, oak
woodland preserves owned by Placer Land Trust (PLT). Placer Trails enthusiastically
supports the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trail Expansion Project (“Trail Expansion
Project”) and Placer County’s Park and Trails Masterplan.
The following comments by Placer Trails on the Trail Expansion Project, the SEIR, and
the Proposed Reduced Project supplement the comments individually submitted by
each trail group.

Placer County Planning Commission
September 23, 2020
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Public Benefits are Clear
As summarized in the SEIR, the expansion of Hidden Falls trails into adjacent oak
woodlands and rangeland is a concept that has been in the works for years. Trail users
have been closely tracking the progress of Placer County and its Placer Legacy Open
Space and Agricultural Conservation Program, working in close partnership with PLT
and willing landowners, to acquire and protect more than 2,500 acres of natural open
space and rangeland where the 30 miles of new trails will be located.
Trail activities — biking, hiking, running, and horse riding — are exceptionally popular
forms of recreation in Placer County, have proven benefits to individual and community
health, and are a major contribution to our region’s economy. Nationally, for example,
the equestrian industry is a $9.1 billion/yr business. Bicycle recreation generates $83
billion across the United States. Numerous Placer County businesses of all sizes sell
equipment and supplies, refreshments and food, for biking, hiking, running, and
equestrian enthusiasts.
Because of the popularity of trails, however, existing trails and trailheads are in such
high demand that they are often overcrowded. Placer County’s Trail Expansion Project
will add new trailheads and more than 30 miles of multi-use public trails through
thousands of acres of protected lands, greatly increasing public accessibility and
benefits. Most of the County’s new trails would be on PLT preserves located northeast
of the existing Hidden Falls Regional Park and north to the Bear River, including a vast
landscape of undeveloped blue oak woodlands and rangelands.
Public Support is Strong
There is broad public support for new trails in Placer County. In addition to the more
than 4,000 members of our organizations, more than 2,200 individuals signed either
online or paper petitions in support of the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project and the
County’s Parks and Trails Master Plan. Perhaps more important than simple head
counts are the hundreds of comments made by petition signers. Examples are:








“We support new trails and would love to do whatever we can to help make this happen
and add more value for the community.”
“Can’t wait for the new trails to open.”
“Expansion of the park will be an added asset to our County. As a frequent user of the
Park I enjoy meeting people of all ages who come out to enjoy Hidden Falls.”
“I love Hidden Falls but haven’t been in recent years due to the parking issue. I would
love expanded trail heads to increase opportunities for visitors.”
“Trails are essential for our citizens to have access to nature and open space, both of
which are vital to nourishing the human spirit.”
“New trailheads will help equal the impact on all neighborhoods through which access to
the wonderful parks and trail system is available.”
“I cannot overemphasize the importance of these trails to the health, wellness and safety
of our community. We live in such a beautiful place, we need safe ways to enjoy it.”

Placer County Planning Commission
September 23, 2020
Page 3

Public Investment Will Now Pay Off
About $15 million of public and private funds have been invested to acquire and protect
the more than 2,500 acres of open space and rangeland in the PLT preserves where
the trail expansion will occur. Thanks to PLT and funding partners, the County has
achieved this substantial conservation of oak woodlands and public trail access while
contributing less than 40 percent of the acquisition funding — a highly leveraged
investment by Placer County for public benefit. The Board of Supervisors approved
each acquisition through the normal public process, and all these acquisitions include
an agreement between the County and PLT to collaborate on providing public trail
access.
The County’s Trail Expansion Project will include a combination of new and existing
trails and ranch roads on these PLT preserves, including new trails built by PLT with
community investment. Currently, these PLT trails and preserves are accessible to the
public only through monthly docent-led hikes and other events, greatly limiting public
use. Public access to these trails and others developed as part of the Trail Expansion
Project will be a major public benefit for now and future generations.
Placer Trails Supports Certification of the SEIR
We found the Final Supplemental EIR to be comprehensive in addressing potential
impacts and agree with the County’s finding that all but a few potential impacts would be
less than significant. The County’s response to hundreds of comments on the Draft EIR
were comprehensive and the Final EIR should be certified.
Placer Trails Supports the Reduced Project Proposed by County Parks
The proposed Reduced Project recently proposed by County Parks is a compromise
between (1) the level of public access that trail advocates and County Parks staff
believe will eventually be needed, and (2) complete elimination of the project as sought
by neighborhood opponents.
The Reduced Project is very similar to Alternative 2, the lowest impact Project evaluated
in the EIR, but has even further reduced public access, as shown in the table below.
The Reduced Project would definitely have reduced public benefits, but it would have
the least negative impact on the environment and the neighborhood because it
substantially reduces parking, road modifications, and traffic.
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Placer Trails has carefully considered the Reduced Project in relation to our previous
recommendation to proceed with the Full Project evaluated in the EIR. The Full Project
evaluated in the EIR would quadruple present parking spaces and maximize public
access and benefits. The Full Project, however, would have the greatest impact on
traffic, the environment, and the neighborhood.
Despite the reduction in parking by about 60% from the Full Project and elimination of
open public access at Curtola Ranch Road, the Reduced Project stills achieves a
modest increase in parking and public access to 30 miles of new trails through Placer
Land Trust preserves. Placer Trails has decided to unanimously support the Reduced
Project as a reasonable compromise that will substantially reduce neighborhood
impacts while still opening up a new network of multi-use trails. We hope that the
neighborhood opponents of the project will also see this as a reasonable compromise.
The Parks Commission agreed, with a unanimous vote to recommend the Reduced
Project.
Not proceeding with the Trail Expansion Project would result in minimal public benefits
from the millions of taxpayer dollars the County has invested. It would not address the
current shortage of access at Hidden Falls, would not meet the goals of the County
General Plan or Legacy Program, and would not achieve the long-planned use of Land
Trust and County-held properties for public recreation.
Conclusion
Placer Trails concludes, based on the analysis in the SEIR, that the impacts of the
Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project are small or can be reasonably managed and will
be more than offset by the many benefits of public access to Land Trust preserves –
now and for future generations. Seldom has it been so clear as in this time of a global
pandemic, that people need access to nature and trails without the hazards of
congestion and overcrowding. The County should move ahead with the Reduced
Project, as proposed, to create a truly unique and expansive trail system in the foothills
of Placer County. We urge the Planning Commission to recommend certification of the

Placer County Planning Commission
September 23, 2020
Page 5

SEIR and associated CEQA documents and to recommend modification of the
conditional use permit to enable implementation of the Reduced Project.
Respectfully,
Bernie Molloy, President
Gold Country Trails Council
P.O. Box 753, Cedar Ridge, CA. 95924

Maureen Henderson, Trails Liaison
Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Association
P.O. Box 2326, Loomis, CA 95650

Patrick Parsel, Trails Coordinator
Tahoe Area Mountain Biking Association
P.O. Box 13712, South Lake Tahoe, CA 96151

Tiffany Van der Linden, President
Meadow Vista Trail Association
P.O. Box 871, Meadow Vista, CA 95722

Matt Wetter, President
Folsom Auburn Trail Riders Action Coalition
P.O. Box 6356, Auburn, CA 95604

Diana Boyer, President
Auburn Trail Alliance
P.O. Box 4892, Auburn, CA 95604

Placer County Planning Commission
September 23, 2020
Page 6

Allison Pedley, Executive Director
Truckee Trails Foundation
P.O. Box 1751, Truckee, CA 96160

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 5:18 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Niels Reimers

Email Address (Optional)

nielsreimers3@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Expansion

Comments

HiI'd like to add my support to the Hidden Falls Expansion
project, this park is a true gem in our county. Specifically:
I support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report of
the Full Project
I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan.
Thanks,
Niels

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Thursday, September 24, 2020 7:58 AM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Steve Schweigerdt

Email Address (Optional)

sschweigerdt@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Expansion

Comments

Hidden Falls is a gem and I love hiking and biking the trails.
Placer County needs to protect more places like this and
extend the trail network so there are more options. Instead of
sprawling all over the landscape there should be generous
corridors along all the creeks and ridges connected by trails I'm
excited to see the expansion of Hidden Falls take place.. I
support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report of
the Full Project. I also support the county's plan to build the
Reduced Project Plan.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 7:46 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

John Yanni

Email Address (Optional)

yannitr6@sbcglobal.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

yannitr6@sbcglobal.net

Comments

Greetings Placer County Planning Commission. I support
approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report of the Full
Project and the county's plan to build the Reduced Project
Plan.
My name is John Yanni and am a resident of our beautiful
Auburn community for 16 years. I am a Science teacher in
Placer County and have taught for 34 years at the 7th grade
level. My goal as an educator is to foster, in my students, the
love of the outdoors and appreciation for the flora and fauna of
our natural world. By setting aside land for people to enjoy
Placer County enriches all of humanity and helps ensure a
respect that is vital to preserving our future on our planet. I'm
confident that you all with gather all the pertinent evidence to
support the claim that the Final Environmental Impact Report of
the Full Project and the county's plan to build the Reduced
Project Plan will help preserve the wonderful community we call
home. Thank you for your service to Placer County. John
Yanni.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kelly Altena <kellyaltena@gmail.com>
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:26 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION ISSUES/OPPOSITION

Dear Ms. Colbert:
Good morning! We are writing this email to send our concerns a final time to address the issues with
the HF expansion project.
First, this needs to go before the local MACs...in fact, supporting this statement:
The County website states that “Municipal Advisory Councils (MACs) were established by the Board
of Supervisors to advise them on matters of concern which relate to the area served.” This is not the
time to skip this vital step in county decision making.
Also, why can’t the project’s public hearings be tabled for a more appropriate time...with Covid we are
currently enduring:

The physical, emotional, and mental health challenges from the COVID-19 pandemic;
The economic fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic;
The challenges of education and learning during a pandemic;
Epic wildfires and smoke covering our state;
PG&E Power Shut Offs...
The greatest concerns we are faced with are wildfire risk. The State of California is a tinderbox right
now and it’s only getting worse with each fire season. Our fires now are mega fires! We are so
concerned about fire/life safety, evacuation routes, increased traffic on our narrow rural roads (even
without the project, but magnified exponentially with the project), and the burden/stress placed on our
first responders this project will bring.
We are sure you are aware that 25% of the entire county’s technical rescue calls are at Hidden Falls.
Tripling the park and adding all the rugged terrain will triple the rescues. Our first responders WILL
be impacted!!!
And finally we are concerned about illegal parking, trespassing, vandalism, theft and altercations
along our rural roads, driveways and private roads...all you have to do is go to HF-1 (original project)
and you will see what has transpired for the residents along the route/neighborhood to the original
HF project: cones along driveways, drivers crossing the yellow lines every single time we’ve driven
this route, drivers speeding down what once was a quiet community and the trash/littering and just
blatant blight in the neighboring community.
In fact, speaking of HF-1; there isn’t running water, functioning septic and hasn’t been for a long
time...the precedence seems to be little if any maintenance making one believe that it will not get
better, but quite the opposite. We have not ever encountered any “Park” staff anywhere in the park
except for the money-generating entry kiosk. The park lacks employees with boots on the ground.
One can only believe that the expansion will be no different.
Thank you for your time!
Respectfully,
David and Kelly Altena
Hubbard Road, Auburn
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 4:08 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Eric Barrett

Email Address (Optional)

eric@2barretts.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Field not completed.

Comments

Greetings Planning Commission:
Regarding the planned Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion
project, I'd like to state for the record, that:
A) I support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report
of the Full Project.
B) I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project
Plan.
I am a current resident of Sacramento and have future plans to
move to, or near to, Placer County. Hidden Falls Regional Park
is a wonderful recreational resource and it would be a big
benefit to the community to expand this Park.
Thank you in advance for supporting the expansion!
Eric Barrett
3544 Domich Way
Sacramento, CA 95821
c: 509.998.7506
e: eric@2barretts.com

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 4:20 PM
To: Jan Tarantino <jan.tarantino339@gmail.com>; Placer County Board of Supervisors
<BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Mark Rideout
<MRideout@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Reduced Project ‐ Staff Recommendation Hidden Falls
Jan, good questions, and we will discuss them tonight. To the question that you asked to be informed of
before the meeting, the reference to “daily” in the chart below refers to the full build out that was
analyzed in the FSEIR. That is not the reduced project that staff is recommending. The reduced project
recommends limitation on docent led tours according to the agreements that are in place with the Land
Trust, and I believe you are correct that the agreement designates 12 times per year.
Andy Fisher, Parks Administrator
Placer County | Department of Public Works | Parks and Grounds Division
Address 3091 County Center Drive, Suite 220, Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 889-6819 office | (530) 613-5568 cell | (530) 889-6809 fax | placer.ca.gov

From: Jan Tarantino <jan.tarantino339@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 2:22 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna
<KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Mark Rideout <MRideout@placer.ca.gov>; Andy Fisher
<AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Reduced Project ‐ Staff Recommendation Hidden Falls
To Whom It May Concern:
I am very concerned about the many inconsistencies and contradictions in the document attached to
the agenda for the meeting tonight.






The fact that the traffic study (or a link thereto) that was submitted as evidenced to the County
was not included in the recommendation/document publicly distributed. I believe it should
have been as it is a current reality vs.the archaic tool(s) the County used to evaluate the safety
of the current roads.
The percentage of 75/25 alluding to those in favor vs. those not in favor is extremely
misleading. The fact that various associations sent out a template document, and individuals
forwarded that to the Board and elected officials, does not constitute a bonafide for OR against
vote. Many included nothing but a signature. This data should have been broken down. Only
the taxpayers of Placer County should have the ability to vote on a project that so severely
affects the Placer County community.
Wildfire mitigation, although very limited/nonspecific, seems to address the safety of those in
the park/on the trails, but not the safety of the surrounding communities. There should have
been many lessons learned from the 49er fire ‐ which still remains fresh in the minds of many
residents. There is NO evacuation plan. As in 2009, there is no escape for those in the foothills;
the arteries are insufficient and the same as in 2009, with the exception of the fact that there
are MANY more residences now than before.





If approved, is this document the final recommendation or will the officials come back full force
and attempt to implement the full plan? I believe the community needs clarification on this
topic and a written document clearly stating current and future intentions.
Reference (excerpts below) of the docent‐led tours (12 times/year as agreed to with Mr.
Harvego). That is NOT what the below chart states and doesn't jibe with the verbiage contained
in other parts of the recommendation.

I respectfully request that, prior to the meeting tonight, I understand whether this is an
oversight. "Daily" does not nearly equate to "12/times per year".
The below are taken directly from the document.

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Tarantino
6720 Estates Court
Auburn, CA 95602

From: Tim OLeary <toleary69@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2020 3:43 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna
<KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Mark Rideout <MRideout@placer.ca.gov>; Andy Fisher
<AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Reduced Hidden Falls Memorandum
I like to say that the "reduced version" is a step in the right direction. There is no "level of trust"
between the PLT and Auburn Valley lets look at what's written.
Page 6 of 21 under the Permitted Use heading of the Harvego Ranch section shows "docent led tours 7
days a week, one per day". LLoyd Harvego agreed to a
12 day per year docent tour. There is that "level of trust" again. We talk to LLoyd and his partner Joe
Fischer a lot, so we stay updated on communications.
Phase 2, 3 and 4 need to be completely removed from any consideration! The level of trust says the PLT
will attempt to bring this back in the mix!
Road use fees are something that every property owner pays throughout Auburn Valley. These fees
are paid twice a year to support the maintenance of our
"private roads". If the PLT wishes to have their 12 docent led tours per year we will be happy to assess
the appropriate fees in connection with their use. Nobody
uses our private roads for free.
Page 13 of 21 under the heading "Final SEIR" it stated there were over 500 comments received on the
draft SEIR. 75% expressed support and 25% expressed
opposition. Let's remove all the "boiler plate" templates from the Horseman's Assoc. and all the nonPlacer Co. residents and redo that analysis. That 75% turns into
5% at best! There is the "level of trust" again! The plan at PLT looked like lets flood them with support
from folks that don't have any "skin in the game"
Page 18 of 21 under Public Outreach stated the County Parks Division offered to meet with any local
resident who wishes to discuss the proposed project. Evidently
that did not include anyone in Auburn Valley. No one has any letter or email to this statement! Once again
"the level of trust" returns!
Standing behind the analysis and conclusions of the "full project descriptions" is short-sided and
dangerous. The conclusions of CalFire and Placer Co. Fire just
looks like "lets all agree to do this". Safety protocol was shelved and improper analysis proves that they
did not put together a plan that works! When I talked on
the Hydrology topic I mentioned the inadequate water source at the Mears Rd entrance. From a safety
standpoint it should be closed! Not reopened until a reliable
water source is found for the park visitors and for fire suppression.
In closing Auburn Valley achieved a "Firewise Community" status a short time ago. Through the
efforts of many people in this community we are trying to keep our

community safe. As the HFRP issue moves forward we will keep a "watchful eye" because there is no
"level of trust" between the PLT and Auburn Valley!
Respectfully submitted,
Tim OLeary
6720 Estates Ct.
Auburn, CA 95602
Tim O'Leary

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:13 AM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Dayna Burgeson

Email Address (Optional)

burgesonfarm@sbcglobal.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Expansion

Comments

I am in support of the final Environmental Impact Report of the
full project. I am also in support of the Reduced Project Plan.
Our county and specifically this park needs more trails and
access points for the public.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:09 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Zachary Chown

Email Address (Optional)

zacharychown@yahoo.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Trail Expansion

Comments

Hello,
I am writing to share my support and excitement toward the
project expanding the trail system at Hidden Falls. As a
mountain biker, I think this would be great for everybody. More
space for everyone would be huge. Adding more to the existing
trails that I already love would be great. We frequently end up
eating at local establishments in Auburn as well as filling up on
gas, snacks etc, so I'd imagine making HF more appealing
would do nothing but increase that from many others.
I support approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report of
the Full Project. I support the county's plan to build the
Reduced Project Plan. I do think that parking is something that
at some point might need to be addressed, but I am not familiar
enough with the area to know if there are easy "bike in"
entrances in the expanded areas.
Keep up the good work, it is highly appreciated.
Thanks,
Zach Chown

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda Cline <lindac6413@gmail.com>
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 4:40 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] SEIR for Hidden Falls Expansion

Dear Planning Commission members ‐
I am requesting that you will carefully consider the timing of your recommendation to the Supervisors for the Hidden
Falls Expansion Project. The SEIR ‐ a 5,000 + page report ‐ was just recently distributed to the public, along with another
500 page review! I do not believe it is realistic or fair to expect residents to read, process and respond to such huge
documents in such a short time frame!

I would also hope that you would consider the poor timing of making these critical decisions regarding HFRPT
Expansion, when everyone is under such stressful circumstances! All of us are personally struggling with the
burden created by the pandemic ( which is NOT yet resolved), economic uncertainty, educational stress on our
teachers, students, and families, AND threatening wildfires and smoke!! Is this really the time to be expecting
concerned constituents to navigate this enormous SEIR, attend public meetings, and address such an impactful
project??! This is not an 'essential' project that really needs to be approved right now!
With the Western US ON FIRE - at just the beginning of the fire season, it seems our county priority should be to
NOT add to the current threat! As previously stated many times, the HF Expansion just increases the wildfire risk,
impacts narrow roads needed during an evacuation & for emergency vehicles, and puts an unnecessary burden on
our already over- burdened first responders!!
I am hoping and begging that each of you will perform your civic responsibility by keeping current safety priorities
(COVID, WILDFIRE RISK , the CLIMATE CRISES) at the top of your agenda!
I appreciate your careful and critical attention to these pressing issues, rather than contributing to expanding the
risks!

Linda Cline
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 3:51 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Wilman Dea

Email Address (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

Field not completed.

Comments

I think with Covid 19 their is a resurgence in demand for
recreational activities but the problem is a limited amount of
access. If you build it, people will come.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jane goddard <teresajane50@gmail.com>
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 3:49 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

>>
>> I am 100% against the Hidden Falls Expansion.
>>
>> My husband and I have written many letters and attended many meetings in concert with our
neighbors and Placer County residents who do not want you to vote to go forward with the project.
>>
>> You are well aware of the many reasons this project is not safe for our neighborhoods and the city
of Auburn so I do not need to list them all again.
>>
>> Please listen to your heart and vote NO to go ahead with the project. It will turn our rural
neighborhood into an area inviting crime, trash, wild land fires, homeless encampments, traffic
problems, car accidents, more deaths on Highway 49, and a drain on the Placer County bank
account.
>>
>> My husband Jim passed away on August 28 and he was vehemently opposed to the expansion
as well. Your constituents are expecting you to Protect Rural Placer. Please protect us and vote NO
on the Hidden Falls expansion.
>>
>> Thank you,
>>
>> Jane Goddard
>> 11400 Lone Star Road
>> Auburn, CA 95602
>>
>>
>
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:05 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Maureen Henderson

Email Address (Optional)

mmhenderson@hotmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trail Expansion

Comments

Please see attached letter from Loomis Basin Horsemen's
Association.

Attach a document

Letter to Planning Commission 09-24-20.docx

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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P.O. Box 2326 Loomis CA 95650

Dedicated to Trail, The Arena at the Park
Traylor Ranch and the Rural Lifestyle

September 22, 2020
Placer County Planning Commission
Re:

Via Email

Public Comments re Hidden Falls Expansion for Meeting on September 24, 2020

Dear Commissioners:
Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Association supports the Reduced Project implementation that
County Parks proposes. As is evidenced by the trailhead situation at Mears Place, there currently is a
much greater demand for trails than we can accommodate, especially on weekends, when we are
required to use the reservation system.
Placer County is expected to continue to grow substantially over the next 10-20 years. The
Reduced Project reflects compromises made by Parks Dept. in response to concerns expressed by
neighbors adjacent to the proposed expansion. The Reduced Project expands current parking, includes
a new trailhead at Twilight Ride, and will open 30 miles of new trails in Placer Land Trust Preserves.
The Reduced Project scales back the original project substantially (by about 60%) to minimize impact
on the neighboring properties.
The additional parking under the Reduced Project, will help, but will still not meet the present
and future demand for access to open space by Placer County residents.
Understandably, residents in the vicinity of the Project are concerned about impacts on their
neighborhood. However, it is not reasonable to seek abolishing the project. This project has been in the
making for many years, always with the intention that these lands be made available for public use.
There cannot be public use without public access.
The public benefits of this project are strong, while any possible impacts are minimal. This
Reduced Project represents a tremendous opportunity for the region, and I am confident it will be
implemented with care.
We urge your votes to approve the Reduced Project and recommend that the Board of
Supervisors certify the Final SEIR and approve the Conditional Use Permit so that Reduced Project
may proceed.
Very truly yours,
Maureen Henderson
Trails Liaison

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:18 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Robert Horowitz

Email Address (Optional)

sactobobhorowitz@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion

Comments

Very much in favor of the expansion. Will look forward to riding
my bike on those 30 new miles of multi-use trails. Placer
County has done a fine job with this park and I appreciate your
efforts. Yes, the parking is a challenge, but now that I am
retired I can go mid week.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

1

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Keith Kenworthy <kkenworthy@gmail.com>
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 7:25 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion - Final Environmental Impact Report

I am writing in support of the Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion. I am asking you to approve the Final Environmental
Impact Report of the full project.
I support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan. I understand that the residents in the area had concerns
about traffic and I believe their concerns are addressed with the reduced plan.
My family enjoys hiking and biking at Hidden Falls and are looking forward to exploring new areas of the park. The
current trails are very popular and it is important for the county to provide additional trails which will spread people out.
Thank You
Keith Kenworthy
1494 Foxridge Circle
Auburn, CA 95603
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:12 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Michael Marovich

Email Address (Optional)

Mmarovich20@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Expansion

Comments

I support the plan for the expansion of property and trails at
Hidden Falls Regional Park.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 3:09 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Betty McMartin

Email Address (Optional)

b.mcmartin@sbcglobal.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project

Comments

We needed more trails in Auburn before Covid-19, but now the
virus has shown us that we need more trails more than we ever
had before. It's dangerous to stay in confined places with other
people, so we are anxious to get out into the fresh air. Please
help the citizens of Placer County by approving this project. Let
it be known that: 1. I support approval of the Final
Environmental Impact Report of the Full Project and that 2. I
support the county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan.
Respectfully submitted,
Betty McMartin

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 3:31 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Janet McMartin

Email Address (Optional)

MCMTEAM2@GMAIL.COM

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls trail expansion Project

Comments

The people of Placer County are in desperate need of more
hiking trails with safe parking. For this reason : 1. I support
approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report of the Full
Project and that 2. I support the county's plan to build the
Reduced Project Plan. Thank you for considering these
options.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 4:45 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Don Metzger

Email Address (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls

Comments

I just wanted to chime in and get it on record that I support the
approval of the Final Environmental Impact Report of the Full
Project. I also support the County's plan to build the Reduced
Project Plan.
I am a new user of the Hidden Falls Park but it is an amazing
park.
Thanks!

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tim OLeary <toleary69@sbcglobal.net>
Thursday, September 17, 2020 3:43 PM
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Kelly McCaughna; Mark Rideout; Andy Fisher
[EXTERNAL] Reduced Hidden Falls Memorandum

I like to say that the "reduced version" is a step in the right direction. There is no "level of trust" between the PLT and
Auburn Valley lets look at what's written.
Page 6 of 21 under the Permitted Use heading of the Harvego Ranch section shows "docent led tours 7 days a week, one
per day". LLoyd Harvego agreed to a
12 day per year docent tour. There is that "level of trust" again. We talk to LLoyd and his partner Joe Fischer a lot, so we
stay updated on communications.
Phase 2, 3 and 4 need to be completely removed from any consideration! The level of trust says the PLT will attempt to
bring this back in the mix!
Road use fees are something that every property owner pays throughout Auburn Valley. These fees are paid twice a
year to support the maintenance of our
"private roads". If the PLT wishes to have their 12 docent led tours per year we will be happy to assess the appropriate
fees in connection with their use. Nobody
uses our private roads for free.
Page 13 of 21 under the heading "Final SEIR" it stated there were over 500 comments received on the draft SEIR.
75% expressed support and 25% expressed
opposition. Let's remove all the "boiler plate" templates from the Horseman's Assoc. and all the non-Placer Co. residents
and redo that analysis. That 75% turns into
5% at best! There is the "level of trust" again! The plan at PLT looked like lets flood them with support from folks that don't
have any "skin in the game"
Page 18 of 21 under Public Outreach stated the County Parks Division offered to meet with any local resident who
wishes to discuss the proposed project. Evidently
that did not include anyone in Auburn Valley. No one has any letter or email to this statement! Once again "the level of
trust" returns!
Standing behind the analysis and conclusions of the "full project descriptions" is short-sided and dangerous. The
conclusions of CalFire and Placer Co. Fire just
looks like "lets all agree to do this". Safety protocol was shelved and improper analysis proves that they did not put
together a plan that works! When I talked on
the Hydrology topic I mentioned the inadequate water source at the Mears Rd entrance. From a safety standpoint it
should be closed! Not reopened until a reliable
water source is found for the park visitors and for fire suppression.
In closing Auburn Valley achieved a "Firewise Community" status a short time ago. Through the efforts of many
people in this community we are trying to keep our
community safe. As the HFRP issue moves forward we will keep a "watchful eye" because there is no "level of trust"
between the PLT and Auburn Valley!
1

Respectfully submitted,
Tim OLeary
6720 Estates Ct.
Auburn, CA 95602
Tim O'Leary
To help protect y ou r
priv acy , Micro so ft Office
prev ented au tomatic
download of this pictu re
from the Internet.

2

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:16 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Steven Sheldon

Email Address (Optional)

teledawg@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

teledawg@gmail.com

Comments

I fully support the Hidden Falls final EIR, and especially the
County plan for reduced project plan. Preserving open space
AND providing recreational access are especially important for
the health and well being of citizens and future generations.
While there is a measurable impact from these facilities as
noted in the EIR, it is far less than if the lands were developed,
and is greatly offset by the health and recreational
opportunities.
Thank you for the continued support for these open space
recreational opportunities that are vital to Placer County current
and future citizens.
Best regards,
Steve Sheldon, Auburn CA

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jan Tarantino <jan.tarantino339@gmail.com>
Thursday, September 17, 2020 2:22 PM
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Kelly McCaughna; Mark Rideout; Andy Fisher
[EXTERNAL] Reduced Project - Staff Recommendation Hidden Falls

To Whom It May Concern:
I am very concerned about the many inconsistencies and contradictions in the document attached to the agenda for the
meeting tonight.










The fact that the traffic study (or a link thereto) that was submitted as evidenced to the County was not included
in the recommendation/document publicly distributed. I believe it should have been as it is a current reality
vs.the archaic tool(s) the County used to evaluate the safety of the current roads.
The percentage of 75/25 alluding to those in favor vs. those not in favor is extremely misleading. The fact that
various associations sent out a template document, and individuals forwarded that to the Board and elected
officials, does not constitute a bonafide for OR against vote. Many included nothing but a signature. This data
should have been broken down. Only the taxpayers of Placer County should have the ability to vote on a project
that so severely affects the Placer County community.
Wildfire mitigation, although very limited/nonspecific, seems to address the safety of those in the park/on the
trails, but not the safety of the surrounding communities. There should have been many lessons learned from
the 49er fire ‐ which still remains fresh in the minds of many residents. There is NO evacuation plan. As in 2009,
there is no escape for those in the foothills; the arteries are insufficient and the same as in 2009, with the
exception of the fact that there are MANY more residences now than before.
If approved, is this document the final recommendation or will the officials come back full force and attempt to
implement the full plan? I believe the community needs clarification on this topic and a written document
clearly stating current and future intentions.
Reference (excerpts below) of the docent‐led tours (12 times/year as agreed to with Mr. Harvego). That is NOT
what the below chart states and doesn't jibe with the verbiage contained in other parts of the recommendation.

I respectfully request that, prior to the meeting tonight, I understand whether this is an oversight. "Daily" does not
nearly equate to "12/times per year".
The below are taken directly from the document.

1

Respectfully submitted,

Janet Tarantino
6720 Estates Court
Auburn, CA 95602

2

Sue Colbert
Subject:

[EXTERNAL] RE: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 - HFRP Trails Expansion ProjectContinuance

From: Brian Vizzusi <bvizzusi@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:32 PM
To: Samantha Ledbetter <SLedbetter@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion ProjectContinuance
Hello Samantha,
I fully support the HFRP trail expansion project. I know that many of my neighbors in Auburn Valley are against this. I
want to make sure that my voice and or “vote” is heard and seen but am still working full time and would not be able to
attend the meeting.
Brian
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
From: Samantha Ledbetter
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 12:39 PM
Subject: Planning Commission Meeting 09/24/20 ‐ HFRP Trails Expansion ProjectContinuance
Good Afternoon,
In order to ensure that the public has ample time to review the staff‐recommended Reduced Project for the Hidden Falls
Regional Park Trails Expansion Project, the Parks Division will be requesting a continuance of the item at the September
24, 2020 Planning Commission hearing. The request will be to continue the item to the October 22, 2020 hearing date
at 5:00 PM. Parks Staff will not be providing a presentation of the proposed Project at the September 24th hearing.
Thanks,
Samantha Ledbetter
Parks Secretary
(530) 886‐4901 |Fax: (530) 745‐7544 | parks@placer.ca.gov

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
1

2

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 9:27 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Chris Walker

Email Address (Optional)

walkerstrategies@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Expansion — SUPPORT

Comments

I support the reduced plan for the expansion of Hidden Falls
and the approval of the EIR.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:30 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Alan walls

Email Address (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls

Comments

I and my family of 4 fully support the additional trails at Hidden
falls. We hike and MTB and love the open space for our family
and friends. This is a great addition to open space. Thank you.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leslie Warren <lesliewarren52@gmail.com>
Tuesday, September 22, 2020 7:18 AM
Megan Wood; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: HIdden Falls Expansion 9:50 AM Agenda Item tomorrow

Dear Megan and Sue: I neglected to include you in my distribution for this comment on the Hidden Falls Agenda item
today. Please add this comment to the public record and distribute it accordingly, to Board and Staff.
Thank you.
Leslie Warren
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Leslie Warren <lesliewarren52@gmail.com>
Date: September 21, 2020 at 3:27:11 PM PDT
To: Cindy Gustufson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>, Jim Holmes <jholmes@placer.ca.gov>, Bonnie
Gore <bonniegore@placer.ca.gov>, Robert Weygandt <rweygand@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: HIdden Falls Expansion 9:50 AM Agenda Item tomorrow

Dear Chair Bonnie and Members of the Board,
Tomorrow, I entreat you to deny the staff recommendation to pursue a $3
m grant for the Hidden Falls Expansion. If you approve the staff
recommendation, one may reasonably presume that you have already
made your decision on the Hidden Falls Expansion question.
One would hope that this is not the case; as citizens have not had the
opportunity to discuss the Hidden Falls Expansion proposal with you.
Further, your decision will precede the public hearing on certification of the
FSEIR for the Expansion Project. In effect, there is no approved project for
which to seek funding.
Citizenship is being a member of a political community which affords rights
and obligations. As citizens, we fulfill our obligations by our vote, by paying
our taxes and participating in government processes. We trust our
government to protect our citizenship rights in exchange for our allegiance.
Our rights as citizens rights are:
civil rights, which are anchored in our right to own property,
1

political rights, the right to meaningfully participate in and exercise
political power
social rights, the right to a modicum of economic welfare and security.
If you approve the staff recommendation tomorrow, it would appear to be a
breach of citizens' right to meaningfully participate in and exercise political
power. It will send a message that citizen participation in local government
(and citizens rights) are merely hurdles to be overcome. It will give citizens
the impression that citizens are not stakeholders in the decision making
process. I urge you to defend citizens' political right to meaningfully
participate in the Hidden Falls Expansion decision. As stakeholders, we
fully expect that citizens' interests will be reflected in outcomes following
public hearing.
To approve the staff recommendation before Hidden Falls Expansion public
hearings, and before the Board determines that the FSEIR may be
certified; would be a breach of public trust and demoralizing to citizens who
seek to exercise their civil rights.
Thank you for denying the staff recommendation on the grounds that in the
absence of public hearings, the Board has not made a decision on the
Hidden Falls Expansion nor has it certified the FSEIR.
Thank you for your interest and attention.
Sincerely,

Leslie Warren
Auburn CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leslie Warren <lesliewarren52@gmail.com>
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 9:29 AM
Anders Hauge; Stan Nader; Sue Colbert; Cindy Gustafson
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Hidden Falls Expansion Hearing 9/24

Dear Chair and Members of the Placer County Planning Commission
Good morning. On September 24, please consider and read this coment on the SFEIR for the proposed Hidden Falls
Expansion Project into the public record,
The SFEIR for the Hidden Falls Expansion explicitly states that the Project will provide will no measurable economic
benefit to the Placer County economy. The Project will, however, create significant and undetermined new costs for the
County (fire protection, regulation/maintenance/repair of facilities, police, emergency medical services and rescue
etc.). I feel that the SFEIR is incomplete because these new costs are not identified and therefore, significant project
information is not available to decision makers and the public as this SFEIR is considered for certification. Are thee
cumulative impacts of these new costs on budgets of affected agencies (in the short and long term) not important
considerations? Will funds supporting existing services and parks be diverted to support new costs for a Hidden Falls
Expansion?
If approved, an additional cost of the HIdden Falls Expansion, will be economic losses to a backbone industry of Placer
County, agriculture. Affected ranchers are key stakeholders. Yet, they have not been interviewed nor afforded an
opportunity to report to the EIR consultant on how their agricultural practices will be affected if recreation is introduced.
This is simply wrong. The SFEIR's conclusion that introduction of recreation will have no effect on ag practices has no
basis in fact.
I have expressed previously, my concern that the County allocate funds to compensate ranchers for future agricultural
losses. Losses include but are not limited to loss of grazing rights, diminution of herd reproduction, herd failure to gain
weight, livestock injury due to interface with people and calving losses etc. due to the introduction of recreational uses
into an agricultural region. The degree of impact on herd viability will not, of course, be immediately measurable, but
ranchers deserve compensation for anticipated future losses and diminution of value of the herd and their operations as
a whole.
My professional background is in urban renewal. When a property or business owner suffers losses due to public policy
initiatives (such as redevelopment), these losses are quantified in the short and long term (including future values) and
the owner is financially compensated. In the absence of compensation, the public agency is vulnerable to an inverse
condemnation claim. In essence ‐ the public agency is "taking" a private property value and interest without just
compensation.
In the Hidden Falls Expansion case, the County should be prepared to acquire in total or make whole, those agricultural
operations that experience losses or are driven to bankruptcy, due to the direct and indirect effects of high impact
recreation use proximate to their operations.
It has come to my attention that agricultural leases for grazing that certain affected farmers have held for over four
decades, are being terminated. Is the reason that these leases are being terminated that they resist the Hidden Falls
Expansion because of the threat to their operations? If so, it is a tragedy that our long term farm families, and the
agricultural economy upon which Placer County once depended, are being so ignobly treated. I believe this is punitave
1

action and violates our General Plan Policy re: Agricultural Protections and is an infringement of ranchers' first
amendment rights to free speech.
Thank you for considering my qurestions and concerns. I request that County Counsel specifically address the first
amendment rights and lease cancellations, General Plan inconsistency and the County's inverse condemnation exposure
in public session so that it will be part of the public record.
Sincerely, Leslie Warren
Auburn Ca

2

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:38 AM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Craig Wilson

Email Address (Optional)

cswfj14@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Trail Expansion

Comments

As a resident of Newcastle I feel we need more trails in Placer
County, therefore I support approval of the Final Environmental
Impact Report of the Full Project for Hidden Falls as well as the
county's plan to build the Reduced Project Plan for Hidden
Falls.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.
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From: Aaron Keough <aaronkeough@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 9:38 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project
To the Placer County Board of Supervisors:
I am writing to express my support of expanding the Hidden Falls Trail System. As an active bike
enthusiast, having more areas to ride is very important to allow residents to exercise and enjoy what
this wonderful area has to offer in a safe environment.
The global pandemic of COVID‐19 has completely altered our ways of life. While the pandemic will not
continue forever, the dramatic increase in those that have purchased bikes and are currently using the
trail systems will not decrease as people are falling in love with nature, the outdoors, and biking! That is
great for the sport but challenging from a safety standpoint with overcrowding on the trails.
Those that use these trail systems both in Placer County and elsewhere in the greater Sacramento area
are hard working, tax paying, voting members of the community. They are almost exclusively purchasing
their bicycles from local bike shops which helps support small business owners and those they employ.
In addition, many service needs of these bikes happens at the same shops where the bikes were
purchased in the first place.
I strongly encourage you to approve this expansion and work to find other areas that can be developed
and expanded to give the bike riding community more opportunities to safely explore, commute, and
exercise.
Respectfully,
Aaron R. Keough

‐‐

Aaron Keough
(559) 326‐3084
aaronkeough@gmail.com

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Andrew Scott <awscott10@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 9:53 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Good afternoon,
I would like to express my viewpoint on the Hidden Falls Expansion. While I am NOT opposed to the
expansion of the park, I feel that the Garden Bar Road parking lot option is only safe if certain conditions
are met.
I have lived on the north end of Garden Bar Road for 25 years. I am very familiar with this portion of the
roadway. It is very narrow with many blind curves. Increasing the traffic on this road, as would happen
with the GBR parking lot, without upgrades, would make this road extremely dangerous. If equestrian
parking was permitted, it would make it even more so.
This road must be widened to eliminate the narrowness. Cars can barely squeeze by each other on some
sections, as it is currently, and it would be unacceptably dangerous if an increase of traffic is allowed by
opening public parking to the park on GBR without proper mitigation.
Currently, trucks are not allowed on GBR during school bus hours because of the safety issues present.
This very unique prohibition is testament to the issues expressed above.
Reducing the speed limit or placing warning signs on the road is insufficient and would be ineffective. A
lower speed limit would be completely unenforceable by the CHP. Radar cannot or be used, as the
required speed survey results would never support lowering the speed limit, and “pacing” violators
would be impossible on this section of roadway. Any belief that lowering the speed limit would mitigate
traffic safety issues is simply a plan that would work on paper only and have no affect on traffic safety.
Lastly, this is the ONLY egress for most people who live off this roadway north of the proposed parking
lot. If a fire occurred anywhere on GBR north of Mt. Pleasant, the ability of residents to flee to safety
would be severely and negatively affected by the increased vehicle traffic on this roadway. If a horse
trailer traveling north to the park came upon a horse trailer traveling south, the road would be
effectively and completely blocked if they met in numerous narrow sections of the road between Mt.
Pleasant Road and the proposed parking lot. This roadway is borderline at best for emergency egress,
and it would be woefully and dangerously insufficient with increased traffic.
Building a public parking lot for Hidden Falls Park on Garden Bar Road without widening a considerable
section of the roadway north of Mt. Pleasant would be extremely unsafe, and could not be mitigated by
anything short of widening that section of road. I ask that no plan to build this parking lot is approved
without addressing the dangers it would cause without proper mitigation.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Andrew & Diane Scott
Big Hill Road

Lincoln, Ca 95648

From: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 8:36 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Shanti Landon <SLandon@placer.ca.gov>;
Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Landon Wolf <LandonWolf@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly
Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>; Ashley Brown <ANBrown@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Todd Leopold <TLeopold@placer.ca.gov>; Dave Defanti <DDefanti@placer.ca.gov>; Greg Bills
<gbills@placer.ca.gov>; Ken Grehm <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>; Mark Rideout
<MRideout@placer.ca.gov>; Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; Vanessa Lieberman
<VLieberman@placer.ca.gov>; Clayton Cook <CCook@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project ‐ Final SEIR
We anticipate the release of the Final Subsequent EIR for the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion
Project on Friday September 4. Here is a rundown of the notification process:
 The Notice of Availability (NOA) for the Final SEIR will be published in the Sacramento Bee on
September 4 and the Auburn Journal on September 9.
 We will work with the PIO on a press release.
 A copy of the NOA will be mailed to over 6,000 property owners in the vicinity of Hidden Falls
and the expansion area.
 Emails will be sent to anyone who has provided their email address requesting to be notified
and standard distribution lists.
 Flash drives of the document will be sent to commenters who provided an address.
 CDRA will be uploading the document to the State Clearinghouse for posting.
 Hard copies of the document will be available at the Clerk/Recorder’s Office. We are looking at
additional posting places for hard copies in lieu of the libraries that are still closed.
 We will also provide 2 hard copies to the Protect Rural Placer Group as we did for the draft
document.
We are planning to present the project to the Parks Commission on September 17 and the Planning
Commission on September 24 for their recommendations. Both meetings will be in the evening and will
be held in the Planning Commission Hearing Room.
Please let me know if you have any questions about the Project and remaining public process. We will
update if anything changes.
Andy Fisher, Parks Administrator
Placer County | Department of Public Works | Parks and Grounds Division
Address 3091 County Center Drive, Suite 220, Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 889-6819 office | (530) 613-5568 cell | (530) 889-6809 fax | placer.ca.gov

From: anton stinauer <snowmanace@fastkat.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 1:40 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of
Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR Review Comments

Good Day, Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors,
and Planning Commission,
I am a longtime resident of; Rural Lincoln, the Pleasant Hill Road Firewise Community and
residing less than 2 miles south of Hidden Fall Park.
Please find attached my concerns regarding the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion
DSEIR .
Stay Safe,
Anton Stinauer
4131 Pleasant Hill Road, Lincoln CA

Date: May 20, 2020
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors,
Planning Commission, and Parks Division
From: Anton Stinauer, 4131 Pleasant Hill Road, Lincoln, CA 95648
Subject: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR Review Comments
As a longtime resident of; Rural Lincoln, the Pleasant Hill Road Firewise Community and residing less than 2
miles south of Hidden Fall Park, I am writing you today to refute the above Subject document.
This DSEIR, as with the previous HFRP EIR, makes weak assumptions and does not take into consideration the
full impact that this project will have upon the residents, roads, environment, habitat, agriculture, and fire danger
of the nearby communities.
SPECIFIC ISSUES THAT THAT IMPACT MY NEIGHBORHOOD AND ME ARE:
A - Wildfire:
SDEIR Paragraph 16.2.3 WILDFIRE CLASSIFICATION AND BEHAVIOR






The SDEIR contains no discussion regarding a fire danger rating system and how a fire danger
rating will affect dispatch of equipment for initial attack.
The SDEIR fails to identify and disclose that the HFRP Expansion area has been classified by CAL
FIRE as a WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE, an area with the greatest potential for loss of lives and
structures.
The SDEIR contains no discussion regarding what constitutes red flag conditions.
The SDEIR contains no discussion regarding Park administrative action, such as closing the Park to
visitors, during red flag conditions.
The SDEIR contains very limited discussion regarding potential rate of spread as influenced by
topography, fuels and weather. Rate of spread is concerning as it related to evacuation and the
welfare or safety of the community.

SDEIR Paragraph 16.2.4 FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES




The SDEIR contains no discussion or correlation between fire hazard severity levels in the
expansion area as those severity levels relate to the manner of interpretation witnessed by PG&E
actions and actions of insurance companies.
PG&E and fire insurance companies regard the area as laden with great risk. PG&E addresses this
with planned power outages during red flag conditions. Insurance companies address this with more
and more homeowner policy cancellations.

SDEIR Paragraph 16.4.2 EMERGENCY RESPONSE/EMERGENCY EVACUATION




An estimated 6,000 residences in proximity to HFRP and the Trails Expansion area could be
affected by fire under red flag conditions. During the 49 Fire (August 2009) Bell Road was
impassable.
No evidence or data is provided in the SDEIR giving any information about the number of driveways
and side roads along Bell, Cramer, Lone Star and Garden Bar and the potential total number of
vehicles that could be merging to evacuate all at one time.
Effective evacuation and emergency vehicle response via Cramer, Bell, Lone Star Roads and
Garden Bar would be a significant problem as area residents and Park visitor vehicles and horse
trailer rigs attempt to exit the parking lots. Evacuation from area wineries and the Auburn Valley
golf course would further add to the confusion/grid lock!

SDEIR Paragraph 16.6 MITIGATION MEASURES

The SDEIR states, “The potential exists for the project to expose people to an uncontrolled
wildfire and to exacerbate risk of wildfire during construction, maintenance, and public use of trail
system.”
The SDEIR fails to provide evidence that the mitigation measures will diminish that
increased risk.








The purchase of a Lightweight Rescue Vehicle (LRV) is noted; cost information for the
vehicle and staff is missing and no evidence exists that the LRV can or will reduce
incidence of wildfires. What is the actual projected cost of the LRV and annual cost of the
staffing that would operate it?
Missing from the SDEIR is how visitors will be policed for illegal camping, campfires,
BBQs, smoking, running dogs off leash, harassing livestock, and myriad similar problems
when California Land Management “Rangers” will be the relied upon enforcement group.
Are multiple “Ranger” on site every day?
What will be the annual cost of the additional “Rangers”?
Fuel mitigation, as stated, does not reduce the chance for ignition of fires.
The SDEIR unjustly appears to speculate that future incidence of wildland fire will correlate
with the past 55 years of fire history in the area. There is no correlation because the trail
expansion area was privately held land free of visitor impact during most of those years.

B - Transportation and Circulation


Ref. SDEIR Executive Summary, page 2-21, Table 2-1. “Summary of Project Impacts and
Mitigation Measures” states as follows:
- “Impacts - The proposed project is inconsistent with the MTP/SCS land use plan. The
proposed project would result in a significant impact”

- “Mitigation Measurements -No feasible mitigation measures are available to reduce
VMT of the proposed project.”

The increase in VTM will significantly impact the Safety and Risk to thousands of residents
and Visitors for miles surrounding this project.

Based upon the information in the DSEIR, the assumptions contained therein, and the negative impacts to the
many communities who were not included in any of the 15-year planning…….
“I REQUEST THAT YOU REJECT THIS PROJECT”
Please include my letter as part of the public comment permanent record.
Thank you,
Anton Stinauer
4131 Pleasant Hill Road, Lincoln CA 95648

From: anton stinauer <snowmanace@fastkat.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 1:37 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Megan Wood <MWood@placer.ca.gov>;
Robert Weygandt <RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comment For Board of Supervisors Meeting 28 July 2020, Re. Hidden Falls SEIR
Additional Funding

Good Day Placer County Supervisors,
It is time to stop the bleeding of our County Tax dollars to expand Hidden Falls Regional
Park. The request for $73,300 for additional SEIR Consultant work will bring the SEIR cost
to over $500,000!! The total Tax Payer monies wasted on Park Expansion to date could
have been put to good use to solve a host of pressing needs within the county that would
benefit the majority of our population. As you know, the Tax Payer monies spent to date, on
the Trail Expansion of the Hidden Falls Regional Park, will benefit very few of Placer
County’s population.
I believe that it is critical and imperative that the Supervisors make the fiscally prudent and
responsible decision, that benefits the vast majority of Placer County Residents/Tax Payers,
and not spend any more Tax Payer monies for the Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion
Project and place this Project on hold.
Yes, during these unsettled times in our County, State and Country our Supervisors and
County staff need to look at every department’s budget and expenditures, ensuring that Tax
Payer dollars are efficiently spent on the current pressing health, safety, economic and
educational needs of Placer County residents.
Thank you for your support,
Stay Safe and Healthy,
Anton Stinauer - Pleasant Hill Rd. Firewise Community Coordinator and Greater Lincoln Fire
Safe Council Member
4131 Pleasant Hill Road, Lincoln, CA.

From: Louise Fry <blfry@live.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 4:06 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

Hi Jim and Cindy, We saw you about 10 days ago in Bel Air and ask you what was happening on Hidden
Falls and you said you hadn’t heard any thing. Then on Friday when they closed Hidden Falls due to
extream fire danger they showed the New Entrance to Twilignt Ride on television, I believe it was
Channel 3. Then we get and email from the county. What a big disappointment that ALL our efforts
were invane, and our beautiful rural area is going to be destroyed. I am so tired of being told by the
government what we can and can not do. I thought the two of you were on our side, but I guess not. To
bad you don’t live out here so you would understand more. I know your close Jim but not close
enough. We will see what happens next time you or any of you run for supervisor.
Bob and Louise Fry

From: Bonnie McAdams <bmcadams11@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 3:52 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Board Members,
I am truly surprised and disappointed in your decision to move forward with the Hidden Falls Expansion
Project, completely disregarding the safety of the residents in this area and at a time when many folks
are already having difficulties because of the business lockdown and loss of jobs.
There have been many meetings where you have heard presentations from residents stating their case,
listing the challenges this decision brings and, in some cases, expressing fear.
I would be remiss in not mentioning the extreme wildfire risk which PG&E seems to be taking seriously,
but you have completely ignored. To deny this risk when so many folks in this area have actually lost
their fire insurance, is criminal.
It would seem that we just have to endure another decision that places the Placer County residents
behind whatever motive you have for moving forward.

Bonnie McAdams

From: Windsor, Candy <cwindsor@DowneyBrand.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 4:02 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>;
Supervisor Gore <SupervisorGore@placer.ca.gov>; Robert Weygandt <RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>; Jim
Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Kirk Uhler <KUhler@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy Gustafson
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; 'mfrancois@rutan.com' <mfrancois@rutan.com>; Oehlschlager, Kathryn
<koehlschlager@downeybrand.com>; Quinn, Meghan <mquinn@downeybrand.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comments on DEIR - Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project
Ms. Herrington,
Please find attached correspondence from Kathryn Oehlschlager in connection with the above-referenced
subject. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Oehlschlager.
Candy Windsor
Legal Secretary to Kathryn Oehlschlager and Natalie Kirkish
Downey Brand LLP
455 Market Street, Suite 1500
San Francisco, CA 94105
415.848.4800 Main
415.848.4832 Direct
415.848.4833 Fax
cwindsor@DowneyBrand.com
www.downeybrand.com
______________________________________________________________________
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication and any accompanying
document(s) are confidential and privileged. They are intended for
the sole use of the addressee. If you receive this transmission in
error, you are advised that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or
the taking of any action in reliance upon the communication is
strictly prohibited. Moreover, any such inadvertent disclosure shall
not compromise or waive the attorney-client privilege as to this
communication or otherwise. If you have received this communication
in error, please contact our IS Department at its Internet address
(is@downeybrand.com), or by telephone at (916)444-1000x5325. Thank
you.
______________________________________

Kathryn L. Oehlschlager
koehlschlager@downeybrand.com
415.848.4820 Direct
415.848.4821 Fax

Downey Brand LLP
455 Market Street, Suite 1500
San Francisco, CA 94105
415.848.4800 Main
downeybrand.com

May 20, 2020
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY
Shirlee Herrington
Environmental Coordination Services
Placer County Community Development Resource Agency
3091 County Center Drive, Suite 190
Auburn, CA 95603
E-Mail: cdraecs@placer.ca.gov
Re:

Comments - Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

Dear Ms. Herrington:
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact
Report (DEIR) for the Proposed Placer County Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Network
Expansion Project (the “Proposed Project”). These comments are being provided on behalf of
my client, Harvego Real Estate LLC (HRE). This letter follows up on, and incorporates by
reference, my February 27, 2017, July 5, 2018, and February 21, 2019 letters regarding Placer
County’s (County) January 30, 2017, and June 4, 2018 Notices of Preparation of an
Environmental Impact Report (NOP) and public scoping meeting.
As a prefatory matter, the County continues to ignore the legal and physical challenges
associated with the proposed routes of access to the Proposed Project. According to the DEIR,
the public would access certain newly developed park areas via two privately owned roads:
Auburn Valley Road and Curtola Ranch Road. The County holds certain limited easement rights
to use the portion of Curtola Ranch Road that is owned and operated by HRE to access the
Proposed Project site; however, the existing easement expressly states that, until the County
undertakes significant physical road improvements, the County’s use of the road is limited to
“non-public uses.” Accordingly, the County does not have the right to undertake Phase 1 of the
Proposed Project, which does not propose any road improvements, but states that the County will
conduct docent-led tours as often as once per day. Pursuant to an agreement with HRE, the
Placer Land Trust may currently conduct docent-led tours no more than once a month; the
County has no right to conduct these tours at all. The DEIR ignores this fact, stating only that
“changes to existing easement terms would need to be made prior to allowance of the proposed
Phase 2 uses.” (DEIR, 3-36.) The County also proposes an entry gate and ranger kiosk but
omits any detail regarding how it would obtain the rights to place these elements on private
property.
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Furthermore, in order to use Curtola Ranch Road (and the privately owned Auburn Valley Road)
in the manner contemplated in the DEIR, major improvements would be required; even if the
County could obtain the legal right to use the road as described in the DEIR, many of the
required improvements would be cost-prohibitive, if not physically impossible. The County has
not engaged with HRE to discuss its apparent plans to convert the portion of Curtola Ranch Road
that runs across HRE’s property—a narrow, private road with limited capacity traversing
extremely difficult terrain—into a public throughway that could accommodate hundreds of daily
trips. The County should not continue analyzing a project that it has neither the legal right nor
the physical ability to build.
In addition, the DEIR fails to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
Pub. Res. Code § 21000 et seq., and its implementing regulations, California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, § 15000 et seq. (CEQA Guidelines). The Proposed Project is an entirely
new project—not a revision or addition to the previous Hidden Falls Regional Park Project—yet
the County improperly attempts to circumvent environmental review by preparing a Subsequent
EIR instead of a wholly new EIR. In addition, the DEIR violates CEQA in that: (1) the project
description is incomplete; (2) impacts are measured against an improper baseline; (3) it fails to
fully analyze and mitigate for environmental impacts; (4) it lacks an adequate discussion of
alternatives. Accordingly, the County should revise and recirculate the DEIR.
I.

Use of a Subsequent EIR is Inappropriate.

Because the Proposed Project is a new project, rather than a change to the Hidden Falls Regional
Park Project, a stand-alone EIR is required. Reliance on prior environmental review is
appropriate where the new proposal represents a change or addition to the previous project, and
“the original environmental document retains some informational value despite the proposed
changes.” (Friends of the College of San Mateo Gardens v. San Mateo County Community
College District (2016) 1 Cal.5th 937, 951-952.) Here, the Proposed Project is in an entirely
different location, encompassing 1,000 acres that are geographically remote (as to some portions
of the Proposed Project, six miles away) from the existing Hidden Falls Regional Park. Indeed,
much of the Proposed Project is located within an entirely new watershed, as demonstrated in the
below figure. (DEIR, 11-3.)
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As explained below, by preparing a Subsequent EIR, the County is attempting to skirt CEQA’s
substantive requirements, using an improper baseline and relying on outdated environmental
surveys. It is inappropriate for the County to rely on any portion of the Hidden Falls Regional
Park Project EIR, and the County must prepare a new EIR to evaluate the Proposed Project.
II.

The DEIR Does Not Adequately Describe the Proposed Project.

The DEIR does not adequately describe the Proposed Project, ignoring significant amounts of
development and construction that will be required for public access, and associated impacts.
CEQA defines a “project” as the “whole of an action” that may result in direct, indirect, or
reasonably foreseeable environmental changes. (CEQA Guidelines § 15378.) CEQA, therefore,
prohibits an environmental document from narrowly defining a project to avoid consideration of
all the project’s impacts. (See e.g. San Joaquin Raptor/Wildlife Rescue Ctr. v. County of
Stanislaus (1994) 27 CA4th 713.) However, here, the DEIR does exactly that. According to the
DEIR,
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The proposed project would develop phased recreation and access facilities on the
979-acre former Spears Ranch property and would expand the existing parking
area on the Didion Ranch portion of the Park to provide opportunities for passive
recreation (i.e., hiking, biking, horseback riding) on the entire 1,200-acre Hidden
Falls Regional Park. In addition, the project would improve access to the western
portion of the property, including an on-site staging/parking area with access from
Garden Bar Road.
(DEIR, 3-5.) But the project description and analysis fail to account for access to other proposed
entry points to the expanded areas of the park, which are described elsewhere in the DEIR. For
instance, the DEIR’s Executive Summary indicates that the Proposed Project would
Provide three new points of access to the [proposed] expanded trail network
system, with parking areas supported by trailhead amenities . . . New points of
parking and access are proposed at Harvego Bear River Preserve off Curtola
Ranch Road for access to the northern areas of the trail network, on the Twilight
Ride property off of Bell Road to provide access midway through the expansion
areas, as well as the parking area on the Garden Bar 40 parcel for access to the
western end.
(DEIR, 2-1.) Despite the DEIR’s references to development of additional entry points, there is
no meaningful discussion of the impacts of improvements necessary to allow this kind of access.
The relevant portion of Curtola Road, which runs across a large swath of HRE property, is a
private, unimproved, narrow gravel road featuring steeply sloping sides that traverses a narrow
earthen dam prior to entry to the Harvego Bear River Preserve. A significant part of the road
follows alongside an open water canal, which conveys valuable Nevada Irrigation District (NID)
water and excess flood flows. Easements for access to Harvego Bear River Preserve over
Curtola Ranch Road require that the County improve that road prior to public use, and even if it
were not legally required, the road is not currently safe or adequate for the trips contemplated by
the Proposed Project. It is unclear whether the portion of the road that traverses an earthen dam
could even be made safe for the traffic proposed by this Project. Accordingly, significant
improvements will need to be made, and—given that that the road is flanked by an irrigation
canal on one side and a steep slope on the other, and crosses a dam—those improvements will
involve a massive amount of engineering and construction, if they are even possible.
Yet, the project description fails to provide any meaningful discussion of the necessary updates
to Curtola Ranch Road. The DEIR provides only that “the PLT and County may allow general
public use of the access easement on Curtola Ranch Road only after an all-weather roadway
surface of not less than 20 feet in width is constructed.” (DEIR, 3-35.) The DEIR discusses
minor improvements to Curtola Ranch road as part of Project Phase 2, but these improvements
do not meet the standards set forth in the County’s easement agreement with HRE. The DEIR
lacks detail regarding the major construction necessary to conduct those improvements, and this
omission pervades the entire DEIR, undermining the analysis of greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, traffic impacts, impacts to water quality, and impacts to biological resources, among
others. The DEIR must be revised to include an adequate project description.
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III.

The DEIR Uses an Improper Baseline.

The DEIR uses an improper baseline for purposes of evaluating Proposed Project impacts.
CEQA generally requires that baseline environmental conditions be described in the EIR as they
exist when the NOP is published. (CEQA Guidelines § 15125(a).) Contrary to this standard
practice, the DEIR states, at section 1.4:
According to Section 15125 of the State CEQA Guidelines, baseline conditions
are normally defined as the physical environmental conditions in the vicinity of
the project as they exist at the time that the NOP is published. A lead agency may
also use permit limits as baseline only where an action modifies a prior project
that had CEQA review and the facts support it (i.e., reaching the limit is not
hypothetical). In the case of this SEIR, baseline condition assumes the HFRP
is fully developed and operational. Therefore, the environmental setting
described in the SEIR is directed toward conditions within the HFRP Trail
Expansion Project Area. This approach to the environmental setting is consistent
with CEQA Guidelines Section 15125 which states the lead agency should use the
baseline that provides the most accurate picture practically possible of the
project’s impacts, including conditions expected when the project becomes
operational.
(DEIR, section 1.4 [emphasis added].) The DEIR’s approach to baseline is directly contrary to
law. The California Supreme court specifically proscribed use of a “permit limits” projected
baseline in Communities for a Better Environment v. South Coast Air Quality Management
District (2010) 48 Cal.4th 310, 320-21. In a later decision, the California Supreme Court
clarified the very narrow circumstances in which use of a projected baseline may be permitted,
and none of those circumstances exist here. (See Neighbors for Smart Rail v. Exposition Metro
Line Constr. Auth. (2013) 57 Cal.4th 439, 451-53.)
The DEIR also improperly evaluates the Proposed Project’s impacts based in part on the
environmental setting described in the 2009 EIR prepared for the Hidden Falls Regional Park
Project, but there is no indication that the baseline for that document—prepared more than a
decade ago—is reflective of current conditions at the site. The County initially published the
NOP for the Proposed Project on January 30, 2017, and later revised and reissued that document
on June 4, 2018. Thus, the environmental setting described in the EIR should reflect conditions
as they were in 2017, at the earliest. Accordingly, the DEIR must be revised and recirculated,
with all impacts measured against an appropriate baseline.
IV.

The DEIR Fails to Adequately Analyze and Mitigate for Project Impacts.
A. The DEIR is Inadequate with Regard to Biological Impacts.

The DEIR improperly analyzes biological impacts based on surveys that are outdated and, in
some instances, reflect conditions in a geographically remote area. For instance, the DEIR relies
on surveys conducted in 2005 to assess impacts to special status fish species, such as Central
Valley steelhead and Chinook salmon. (DEIR, 12-27.) Based on those surveys, the DEIR
concludes that these two special status species are only “likely to occur” or “could occur,”
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respectively. The DEIR also relies on 2005 surveys to determine impacts with regard to western
pond turtle, a species known to occur in the Proposed Project area. (DEIR, 12-27.) The DEIR
must use updated information to describe the current environmental conditions within the
Proposed Project area, so that the public and decisionmakers can understand the true impacts of
the Project on those resources. 1
B. The DEIR Fails to Analyze the Proposed Project’s Impacts to Water Quality.
The DEIR fails to appropriately analyze water quality, including the following potentially
significant environmental impacts that may result from the Proposed Project:


Development and significant expansion of access roads and parking areas may result in
impacts to water quality. As discussed above in Section II, the DEIR fails to describe
necessary improvements to access roads, such as Curtola Ranch Road. Because Curtola
Ranch Road is adjacent to a canal that conveys valuable NID water to the Bear River, any
construction along or on that road has the potential to degrade water quality.



Development and expansion of access roads may result in flooding, yet the DEIR fails to
analyze these impacts related to flooding in a meaningful way. Storm flows are collected
and transported via a canal, and beneath an earthen dam. Flow direction varies based on
time of year and the volume of water in the canal; in high precipitation years, the canal’s
reverse flows have caused the storm flows to overtop the banks of the canal, flooding
local areas. The DEIR must address this issue.



Equestrian access to trails within the Proposed Project impact area may result in impacts
to water quality due to increased bacteria loading. By permitting equestrian activities
near the Bear River and Raccoon Creek, the Proposed Project could degrade water, some
of which may be designated as drinking water.



Trail use by all users within the Proposed Project impact area may result in impacts to
water quality in the Bear River, given that a portion of the expansion area and proposed
trail are adjacent thereto. Even though much of the Proposed Project is in the Bear River
watershed, the DEIR only identifies potential impacts to Raccoon Creek. (See Impact 112, DEIR, 11-14.) The DEIR must disclose, analyze and mitigate the potentially
significant impacts to the Bear River, and its watershed.

The DEIR must be revised to discuss the above list of potential impacts to surface water quality
and then be recirculated.

1

The baseline for other species is also set through data gathered significantly earlier than the
date on which the NOP for the Proposed Project was released, such as ringtail (2010-2013),
yellow-breasted chat (2007-2008), and yellow warbler (2010-2013).
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C. The DEIR Fails to Adequately Analyze GHG Emissions and Impacts to Air
Quality.
The DEIR fails to adequately analyze impacts associated with GHG Emissions. As mentioned
above, the fact that the project description omits critical details about necessary improvements to
the access roads, including Curtola Ranch Road, fundamentally undermines this analysis; the
equipment required to undertake those improvements will emit substantial GHGs, which must be
incorporated in the DEIR’s calculations.
In addition, the DEIR improperly relies upon a threshold of significance that is not appropriate
for this type of development project. The DEIR simply states that, because the Placer County
Air Pollution Control District does not have a specific threshold of significance for “parks,” the
County is entitled to rely upon the extremely high bright-line threshold of 10,000 MTCO2e
annually. (DEIR, 15-15.) However, the DEIR offers no justification for this threshold and no
explanation of how it purports to achieve the ambitious GHG reduction goals promulgated by the
State of California for 2020, 2035, and 2050. The GHG analysis is woefully inadequate.
Similarly, the analysis of air quality emissions must be revised. The omission of key
construction activities from the DEIR translates into artificially low estimates of air quality
emissions, including criteria pollutants. These calculations must be revised to take into account
construction emissions, and this addition will inevitably result in potentially significant impacts.
Accordingly, pursuant to the California Supreme Court’s Decision in Sierra Club v. County of
Fresno (2018) 6 Cal.5th 502, 518-521, an evaluation of health effects associated with those
emissions is required.
D. The DEIR Fails to Adequately Analyze Wildfire Risk and Emergency Access.
The DEIR does not adequately analyze and mitigate the risk of catastrophic wildfire that will be
created by bringing hundreds of users into this pristine, densely vegetated, open space area. The
additional park visitors are likely to substantially increase the risk of wildfires in the Proposed
Project’s area of impacts, especially given that: (1) most wildfires have anthropogenic causes; (2)
much of the expansion area has steeply sloping topography along trails, waterways, and access
roads; and (3) CAL-Fire has assigned much of the expansion area a high fire risk designation,
with certain adjacent areas designated as severe fire risk. (See DEIR, 16-5, 16-6.) The DEIR’s
only mitigation for these foreseeable and significant impacts during park operation are: (1)
installation of 12,000-gallon water tanks onsite; and (2) one additional emergency vehicle.
These mitigation measures are woefully inadequate when compared with the extent of fire risk,
especially given the speed with which the water tanks would be depleted in the event of a
wildfire.
The DEIR also fails to provide sufficient emergency access to the expansion area, and to
appropriately update evacuation plans that would apply in the event of a wildfire. The Proposed
Project would add hundreds of parking spaces, meaning that potentially hundreds of recreational
park users would need to be evacuated in the event of a fire, and adding the need for emergency
vehicles to enter in the event of injuries or other emergencies. According to the DEIR,
“proposed emergency access/maintenance roads would provide better emergency access to all
portions of the project area than occurs now, including those across Raccoon Creek.” (DEIR,
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16-10.) This is an irrelevant metric; under current conditions, there are few, if any, park users;
thus it is not enough to state that emergency access would be better than it is now. The DEIR
must be revised to include an emergency access and evacuation plan to ensure the safety of
visitors. By omitting any evacuation planning from the DEIR, the County fails to prioritize the
safety of visitors and residents in the areas surrounding the park.
E. The DEIR Fails to Adequately Analyze and Mitigate Impacts Associated with
Hazardous Substances.
The DEIR fails to disclose and mitigate all reasonably foreseeable impacts associated with the
potential presence of hazardous substances. Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (ESA)
were developed for two of the properties incorporated into the expansion area: (1) the Harvego
Preserve property; and (2) the Taylor Ranch property. (DEIR, 14-3.) “Field reconnaissance of
the [Taylor Ranch] property identified a lode mine with vertical shaft covered at the surface with
vegetation and other inert debris (wood, concrete, vegetation, and miscellaneous trash), a waste
rock pile, and associated structures located at the eastern boundary of parcel 026-120-028-000,
north of Raccoon Creek.” Therefore, a Phase II ESA was conducted for this property. (Id.)
Based on the results of these studies, it is reasonably foreseeable that soil above Environmental
Screening Levels could be present at the Proposed Project site. The DEIR recognizes the
potential for such soil to exist at the Taylor Ranch property, stating that “[i]f the load gold mine,
inert debris, and waste rock would be in close proximity to a project facility, it would be
removed during construction and would therefore not pose a hazard to the public.” (DEIR, 1415.) Although such soils would need to be disposed at an appropriate off-site landfill, the DEIR
does not analyze impacts of that disposal, including GHGs, air emissions, and traffic impacts.
Moreover, Mitigation Measure 14-2: Prepare and Implement a Safety Hazard Plan and Conduct
Soil Sampling, fails to incorporate concrete standards to guide development of mitigation
measures. It is improper for lead agencies to defer formulation of mitigation programs by simply
requiring future studies to determine the feasibility of mitigation. (Fairview Neighbors v. County
of Ventura (1998) 198 Cal.App.4th 238, 244.) Despite CEQA’s clear prohibition on deferred
mitigation, the DEIR does exactly that. The DEIR must be updated to disclose, analyze, and
mitigate all potentially significant impacts associated with development of park features within
the expansion area.
F. The DEIR Fails to Adequately Analyze and Mitigate Impacts to Agriculture
and Land Use.
The DEIR’s analysis of impacts to agriculture and land use are flawed for at least two reasons.
First, the DEIR inaccurately concludes that the Proposed Project will not have significant
impacts to agriculture and land use. According to the CEQA Guidelines, a project may have a
significant impact if it involves changes to the existing environment which, due to their location
or nature, could result in conversion of farmland, to non-agricultural use.
The DEIR acknowledges that, “[t]he Harvego Preserve is home to a working cattle ranch and the
Taylor Ranch, Kotomyan Preserve, and Outman Preserve support cattle grazing.” (DEIR, 4-2.)
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While “[t]he current owner of the Twilight Ride property allows grazing on a seasonal basis.”
(Id.) However, the DEIR fails to account for the Proposed Project’s potential to result in the
conversion of these parcels’ current use from farmland to outdoor recreation uses alone due to
increased public access to these properties, and the impacts of such access.
Park staff have stated that 90% of visitors to Hidden Falls Regional Park generally remain within
the first mile of trails. Thus, the majority of visitors entering at the Twilight Ride trailhead will
remain on the Taylor Ranch Preserve, an existing cattle operation, which is only 310 acres. The
preserve is likely to be over-run with and adversely impacted by a large number of visitors,
including hikers, cyclists, equestrians, and their dogs. In addition, the concentration of visitors in
the first several miles of trails is likely to significantly impact area cattle and agricultural
operations, and could result in the discontinuation of ranching on impacted parcels.
Second, the DEIR fails to adequately address the Proposed Project’s inconsistency with Placer
County General Plan goals and policies. A General Plan operates as a “constitution for all future
developments;” land use decision-making must therefore be consistent with the General Plan and
its policies. (Citizens of Goleta Valley v. Board of Supervisors (1990) 52 Cal.3d 553, 570.)
Consequently, if a project “will frustrate the General Plan’s goals and policies, it is inconsistent
with the County’s General Plan unless it also includes definite affirmative commitments to
mitigate the adverse effect(s).” (Napa Citizens for honest Government v. Napa County Board of
Supervisors (2001) 91 Cal.App.4th 342, 378-81.)
The Proposed Project would frustrate several of the General Plan’s goals and policies, including:


GOAL 7.A: To provide for the long-term conservation and use of agriculturallydesignated lands.



Policy 7.A.1: The County shall protect agriculturally-designated areas from conversion
to non-agricultural uses.



Policy 7.A.3: The County shall encourage continued and, where possible, increased
agricultural activities on lands suited to agriculture uses.



GOAL 7.B: To minimize existing and future conflicts between agricultural and nonagricultural uses in agriculturally-designated areas.

The Proposed Project will develop enhanced access to areas that are currently used for cattle
grazing. Given that most of the park visitors will remain concentrated in small areas of the park
currently used for cattle grazing, which are close to the park’s entrance, those visitors have the
potential to stress cattle, compromising the viability of continued agricultural use. By adding
two hundred ninety-five (295) additional parking spaces for park access, the Proposed Project
will permit potentially thousands of visitors to simultaneously be present within the confines of
the park. (DEIR, Table 3-1.) This is inconsistent with the General Plan policies aimed at
preservation of agriculture and agriculturally-designated areas, as well as policies encouraging
increased agricultural activities.
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V.

The DEIR Fails to Adequately Analyze Alternatives.

The DEIR’s alternatives analysis is fundamentally flawed. A proper analysis of feasible
alternatives is essential to comply with CEQA’s mandate that significant environmental damage
be avoided or substantially lessened where feasible. (Pub. Res. Code § 21002; CEQA
Guidelines §§ 15002(a)(3), 15021(a)(2), 15126(d); Citizens for Quality Growth v. City of Mount
Shasta (1988) 198 Cal.App.3d 433, 443-45.) The DEIR ignores this mandate.
According to the DEIR, “the environmentally superior alternative. . .is Alternative 2, Reduced
Trailhead Amenities Alternative,” which is essentially a reduced alternative of the Proposed
Project that would allow some access and improvements but scale back the proposed parking and
amenities. (DEIR, 17-5, 7-14.) Alternative 2 fully achieves most of the project objectives, while
eliminating or reducing several of the significant and unavoidable impacts associated with the
Proposed Project. Specifically, the reductions in build-out associated with Alternative 2 would:


Alleviate the severity of significant project impacts to the visual character of Garden Bar
Road;



Disturb less land and result in the removal of fewer trees, thus reducing certain
significant and unavoidable impact to visual resources;



Substantially reduce vehicle trips on local roads, thus reducing the significant and
unavoidable impacts associated with vehicle miles travelled;



Generate fewer air emissions during both construction and operation; and



Decrease activity at the three new proposed trailheads, resulting in less demand for public
services and utilities. (DEIR, 17-14, 17-15).

The DEIR summarily dismisses this alternative because “it would not go as far toward meeting
the project objectives as fewer visitors could be accommodated.” (DEIR, 17-14.) This analysis
does not comply with the mandates of CEQA; if the County were to approve any Project, CEQA
requires it to select Alternative 2.
VI.

The DEIR Must Be Recirculated

CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines require recirculation of a DEIR where: (1) significant new
information is added to the EIR after public notice is given of the availability of the DEIR, but
before certification, or (2) the DEIR is so “fundamentally and basically inadequate and
conclusory in nature that meaningful public review and comment were precluded.” (CEQA
Guidelines § 15088.5.) Here, the public and decision-makers cannot assess the Proposed
Project’s impacts based on the DEIR, which has numerous fundamental deficiencies.
HRE looks forward to working with the County to ensure that the newly proposed Hidden Falls
Regional Park appropriately balances the County’s desire to provide enhanced recreation
opportunities with the health, safety, and economic well-being of the County’s residents, while
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preserving the area’s historic agricultural way of life. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you
have any questions or concerns.
With kind regards,
DOWNEY BRAND LLP

Kathryn L. Oehlschlager
KLO:MQ
cc:

Placer County Planning Commissioners (Clerk: scolbert@placer.ca.gov)
Placer County Board of Supervisors (bos@placer.ca.gov)
Supervisor Bonnie Gore (SupervisorGore@placer.ca.gov)
Supervisor Robert Weygandt (rweygand@placer.ca.gov)
Supervisor Jim Holmes (jholmes@placer.ca.gov)
Supervisor Kirk Uhler (kuhler@placer.ca.gov)
Supervisor Cindy Gustafson (cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov)
Matthew D. Francois (mfrancois@rutan.com)

From: Charles Johnson <cjohnson@pretzelpower.net>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 5:38 PM
To: Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of
Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Report
Hello Ms Gustafson, regarding the counties’ DSEIR, my wife and I found so many
incorrect statements in this report however we will only address a couple. The traffic
report for Lonestar Rd is very erroneous. There is barely enough space for two cars
coming from opposite directions to pass by each other. With the addition of horse
trailers being driven on this road, you have accidents just waiting to happen. The
striping the County had painted on the road doesn’t make the road any wider nor does
it make it any safer. We are baffled that a traffic analysis expert could state in writing
that this road is safe. Also the fire danger in this area is extremely high. There is no way
cars can exit in a timely manner should we have a fire or any other emergency. In the
2009 fire people were unable to drive to safety. The congestion of extra numbers of cars
and trailers trying to exit the area will decrease our chances of getting out safely. This
should definitely be a concern for the County Supervisors in light of the very tragic
Paradise fire.
Thank you for your consideration of these very critical concerns that need to be
addressed.
Respectfully, Charles Johnson
Charles J Johnson
Pretzel Power Inc
510.377.2999
Sent from my iPad

From: Dave Christensen <ccdc1220@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 9:12 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Hello Board of Supervisors,
I’ve written many letters to let you know why I think Hidden Falls Expansion is NOT in the best interests
of PLACER COUNTY. Here’s a review of some of my concerns and worries:
1. The facts show that the majority of people using the property are from out of our county. Why is this
needed? There are already hundred of miles of trails.
2 The expansion brings hundreds more people into an area that is served by narrow, twisting country
roads. Fires and winds are unpredictable, and the more people added to a dry woodland, the higher the
likelihood of fire. EVACUATION WOULD BE A NIGHTMARE. Could you live with that???
3. The cost to build the infrastructure may be already put aside, but how about the cost to maintain,
service, provide security and fire safety for the years to come? Are first responders adequately
reimbursed now? Won’t an increase of personnel be necessary?
4. As an educator I so wish that all the children in Placer County would have the tools they need to
learn. Is internet available to all? Do all students have chrome books? With this Covid crisis, these
essentials are a glaring need. What can you do to ensure that our students don’t fall
behind? Children are the future and should take priority over horse trails.
5. Please consider the important needs of the majority of your citizens, not those of a special interest
group. VOTE NO ON HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION. Say yes to small docent‐led groups.
Thank you.
Claire Haydon Christensen (Auburn native, Proud Placer graduate, retired teacher)

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Susan Lane <lane.susan@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 4:47 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
May 20,2020
Cornelius and Susan Lane 11380 Lone Star Rd Auburn CA 95602 Sent from my iPhone We are opposed to
Hidden Falls Expansion. We moved to Auburn 44 years ago and have lived on Lone Star Rd. 37 years.
Amount of traffic has greatly increased and we can see more danger from more traffic with Hidden Falls.
Turning in and out of our driveway is dangerous both directions. Highway 49 is like a freeway and we
have waited 10‐20 minutes to turn out safely.
We were denied insurance after being with the same company for 40years. After 3 months without
insurance they reinstated it on a temporary basis. This area is known to be a high fire danger , especially
after Paradise , they are reluctant to insure. Hidden Falls decision will have a negative impact on
renewing our insurance.
Insurance companies have referenced this as a high fire area. And after Paradise they are more reluctant
to insure in this area.
We listened to the Public Hearing and it appears there is a lot more questions to be answered. We
appreciate your work so far and hope there will be another opportunity to make our concerns known
and hear your answers in person.
Please include my letter as part of the public comment in the permanent record.
Thank you, Susan Lane

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Dan Tomich <dttomich@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 8:52 PM
To: Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Addition
Hello Jim and Board of Supervisors,
I haven’t spoken to you for quite a while but I still feel the same way that I did when we first exchanged
emails concerning the Hidden Falls. I felt you understood my concern about what was planned for the
Bell Road entry and the traffic on Cramer Road.
You told me you had been brought up here so I figured you would understand how my neighbors and I
feel about what the county plans.
It’s a terrible idea that doesn’t just bring lots of traffic to our narrow road (Cramer Road), it also makes
the chance of wildfire so more apt to take place. Several of my neighbors have already lost their fire
insurance due to the danger. Now you want to open up a huge addition to Hidden Falls. Imagine when
someone accidentally starts a fire in there .
You folks are ruining the peace of mind of countless senior citizens that surround this assault on our
retirement years.
All we want to do is to live out our years in this place that we love. Instead of building something for
folks from out of town, what about thinking about the families that already live in this area. Please
don’t let this destroy what we’ve worked our entire lives to achieve.
Respectfully,
Dan Tomich

From: David Granzella <david@norcalreia.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 10:49 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I am in support of the hidden Falls Trail expansion project
I am in support of the hidden Falls Trail expansion project. The health and well‐being of all of us that live
in this community depend on being able to do outdoor activities. Auburn is regarded as the endurance
Capitol and it’s part of the allure of this community. Trails I run and ride on are becoming fewer and
fewer as they get fenced off by private landowners. Recent one being the canal that runs along Placer
Hills Road. So I think it’s important for the planning commission to consider new trails for the Health
and vitality of our community. Thanks for considering my comments!
David Granzella
NorCalREIA
Northern California Real Estate Investment Association
Established 2004
O: 916.791.8322
C: 916.223.5564
David@NorCalREIA.com
www.NorCalREIA.com

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
www.avast.com

From: Delana Ruud <druud@inreach.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 11:41 AM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board
of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comments for Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion SDEIR

May 20, 2020 11:37 AM

Please find attached comments re: Section 3.0 Project Description of the Hidden Falls Regional Park
Trails Expansion SDEIR

Thank you,

Delana Ruud
1080 Cramer Rd.
Auburn, CA 95602
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors, Placer County
Planning Commission
From: Delana Ruud 10800 Cramer Rd, Auburn, CA 95602
Regarding: Comments for the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion SDEIR

3.0 Project Description
Pg. 3‐1
Para 2: Additional access is not explained. What & where is it? …associated uses is not explained .
What are the associated uses?
3.1 Project Location
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Para 2 Fails to note that Big Hill Rd. is a private Road.
Pg. 3‐4
3.2.1 Existing Regional Park
Para 1: Fails to note that the restrooms are porta potties, that there is no running water, no potable
drinking water, no water for horses or dogs. Fails to note that the well went dry and nothing has been
done to deepen it or drill a new well.
Item under Para 3: Installing a web‐cam with a view…..https://www.placer.ca.gov/2623/Webcam is the
wrong address…it has been updated.
Pg. 3‐5
Para 1: Data from current use has been utilized in this SEIR to evaluate long‐term management
strategies, provide for sustainable parking solutions that limit impacts on adjoining neighborhoods,
improve the current user experience, and define future opportunities. How will the impacts be limited?
What are the management strategies? What are the future opportunities? Please explain…
Pg. 3‐6
Para 1: The trail easements in the Harvego Preserve areas are “blanket” in nature….Please
explain/define “blanket”. This parcel connects to the other trail expansion areas via an existing
easement. What and where is the existing easement?
Taylor Ranch
Para 1 : and is located at the end of Orr Creek Lane… Please explain that Orr Creek Lane is a private road
beyond the private Oest Cemetery and that there is NO access to HFRP or any trails via Orr Creek Lane.
Kotomyan Preserve
Para 1: …and is located on New Hope School Road just north of the City of Auburn. I would hardly call 7
miles out Hwy 49, turn left on Cramer Rd & proceed west 1.8 miles; turn left on Bell Rd and proceed
approximately 3/4th of a mile, turn right on Orr Creek Lane and proceed at least 7/8 of a mile SW
…”JUST” north of Auburn. It is apparent that the writers did not drive the area so they would have a
better idea of the locations of the various properties cited in this document.
Pg. 3‐6
Liberty Ranch
Para 1: with the easement leading to the Harvego Preserve. The easement comes to a private road (Big
Hill Rd.) and does NOT have the right to cross the private road.
Pg. 3‐10
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Twilight Ride Property
Para 1: These negotiations may result in the eventual purchase of the property. Many believe the
County illegally entered into a purchase agreement, as they failed to notify contiguous/nearby property
owners that the County was to hear this possible purchase as an item on the Agenda of a regular Placer
County Board of Supervisors meeting on May 22, 2018. Several property owners contested this fact at
the meeting, but were steamrolled and the vote went forward. Then we were LIED to, as we were told
that the completion of the sale would not go forward until after the EIR was completed. The sale was
finalized the day after the Draft EIR came out on Feb. 20, 2020. No wonder people have little trust in
Government.
Pg. 3‐11
Provide expanded opportunities for public passive recreation and educational access without
overburdening natural resources, local roadways or adjacent communities. This is pure hogwash. The
Draft EIR fails miserably to explain that the 3 roads (Bell, Cramer and Lone Star) that lead to the
proposed parking lots (Twilight Ride & Harvego) are totally substandard to be able to manage the traffic
that is expected with these parking sites open 365 days/year dawn to dusk. This is on top of the traffic
expected to be generated with the growing Wineries‐Tasting Rooms and Breweries, including one
winery on Bell Rd. and one just off Cramer Rd, with 4 more on Cramer Rd.in various stages of
development. LOS and VMT descriptors fail to tell the real story : that our concern is the quality of the
roads & not how long one has to wait at an intersection. These are roads built in the early 1850s as
wagon roads and hardly upgraded in the intervening years. Bell Rd is now mostly asphalt with a stripe
down the middle; Lone Star is a combination of asphalt and chip seal with some stretches with a stripe
down the middle; Cramer is ALL chip seal and is legally too narrow to have a stripe down the middle. All
three roads are narrow, with virtually no shoulders and long stretches of ditches along both sides. They
are curvy, have many BAD blind curves, are lumpy and demand strong driving skills. Of the three,
Cramer Rd. is the worst. Every one of the 43 families, including me, who live on Cramer Rd. and the 3
private roads off Cramer, have horror stories of being run off the road on the blind curves.
The DEIR notes 3 accidents on Cramer Rd. in the last 3 years, but those are only ones that were reported
to the CHP. In addition, there is a fabulous curve on Bell Rd, that in the last year 5 cars and one
motorcycle left the road and went through the fence. One car failed to even get around the curve, going
straight ahead and landing on top of a great big rock & crashing into the very substantial PG & E power
pole that broke and had to be replaced. Putting in 2 parking lots for 100 cars and 40 truck‐trailer rigs,
plus all sorts of amenities is anything but overburdening the homeowners/property owners, especially
of the Auburn Valley Country Club or those property owners along and off Lone Star, Bell & Cramer Rds.
The burden starts with traffic – stated to be 5‐600 additional vehicles on a busy day on Cramer Rd.
Would you want that on your street? I don’t think so. This is a ranching area, not a zoo or amusement
park. Go back to the Bay Area if you want that. More cars will destroy the tranquility that we the
people, and livestock expect. In addition, we will get more people casing the neighborhood to come in
& steal anything they can‐ and they will. It is already happening.

3

Placer Land Trust also doesn’t seem to understand that their first priority is to preserve open space/ag
land including cattle grazing and not create a monster recreation area to be overrun by hundreds‐
thousands on all the trails 365 days a year dawn to dusk with the interlopers on their own. People have
been able to live with the Docent led tours, although those are a pain, but being open 365 days a year
dawn to dusk is too much for the neighborhood, the wildlife and the land itself. In addition, they
absolutely must continue cattle grazing, as that is our second best means of defense from wild fire, as
grazing cows will diminish the quantity of fine fuels. The first line of defense is keeping the number of
hikers/bikers & horse riders very low, especially during fire season. With climate change and the erratic
winters and rainfall, we could be looking at a year round fire season, so that is also something to be
considered.
Further, going from monthly Docent led hikes, to having hoards of people, bike and horse riders on their
own on the trails will add additional stress to the cows and their calves. Who is to say they will stay on
the trails? Livestock are very wary of people they don’t know and will take off running, which impacts
the ability of cows to lactate and could send cows and calves through fences. If there is a loose dog,
what a great opportunity to join the chase and maul or kill a calf or even a cow. I could tell you about an
incident in the area of a Great Dane killing a full grown registered cow that cost the dog’s owner $15,000
and yes, the dog was also dispatched. And then there is the matter of the bike and horse riders. Range
cows and calves and bikes and dogs either loose on a leash, and strangers on horseback they don’t
know, just don’t mix. This is not a zoo.
Then there is the matter of the wildlife. The whole stretch of acreage including HFRP, all the way to the
Bear River is a critical wildlife corridor between the Sierras and the Valley. It is vital habitat for
migratory fowl, including raptors and supports resident populations of endangered species, many of
whom are unable to co‐exist with dogs, bike and horse riders and people. Putting bridges over riparian
corridors will do long term damage to the flora and fauna. Recreational pursuits puts added stress on
wildlife and will displace them. Unfortunately they will have no place to go ‐ they will simply perish.
This is the last large undisturbed – unpeopled acreage in Placer County. PLEASE DO NOT DESTROY IT,
JUST SO YOU CAN HAVE BRAGGING RIGHTS that you put in 30 more miles of trails. The wildlife were
here first. We respect that – please let them live a normal life.
Pg. 3‐11
3.4 2019 ‐ Proposed Project Components
* Constructing two additional bridges over Raccoon Creek and one major culvert….. OK, so where is the
money coming from? The County Park budget can’t even take care of current trails and there is tons of
deferred maintenance. We are going into a recession – possible depression, so the planners/budget
people had best not over‐reach. As a Placer County taxpayer, I and many others are not happy paying
for amenities that are provided for out of county visitors, who pay NO Placer County taxes. HFRP and
trails should only be used by those who pay Placer County property taxes.
Pg. 3‐12
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Adding parking and access area improvements… Where is the money coming from and how is long term
maintenance to be paid for, when there is a long list of deferred maintenance already on the books? It
seems to me, this is big‐time over reach…you can’t even take care of what you already have, but are
putting in even more “wants” and just kicking the can down the road for being able to take care of it. By
the way, Auburn Valley Rd and Curtola Rd are private roads that Placer County seems to think they can
use. What part of private do you not understand?
Allowed uses including …..hunting and fishing, depredation hunting… Hunting in HFRP has never been
explained . So is it happening? If so, when, who is allowed to hunt, what game are they hunting? The
Final HFRP EIR stated that hunting would be allowed when the public was not present….strange because
the public is allowed 365 days/year dawn to dusk. Shooting hours are very strictly regulated by the CA
Dept. of Fish and Game and seem to coincide with the hours that HFRP is open to the public…please
explain.
Para 1: Equestrian amenities (horse watering facilities) (with associated restrooms, wells, septic areas…)
The availability of water via wells in the Lone Star area (as well as at HFRP where the well has gone dry
and not replaced) is a very testy subject. Many home owners have had their wells go dry or barely draw
enough to keep in a holding tank. So, now you are going to put in wells at two sites that will likely draw
on already over stressed aquifers that nearby homeowners rely upon. You had best plan on NO wells –
NO water available for horse watering, restrooms, people or dogs.
Pg. 3‐15
3.4.1 Multi‐Use Trails
Para. 1: No motorized vehicles other than maintenance and emergency response vehicles ….would be
allowed in the trail expansion area. OK, so what is happening/allowed in HFRP? I can hear the howling
from my house. I paid wazoo bucks for my new electric‐assist bicycle and I can’t use it …huh, what –
that’s not fair. Guess what, they have already been spotted at HFRP. So much for the paid staff doing
their job.
Pg. 3‐16
Para. 2 : Please explain/define “blanket” trail easement rights.
Para. 3: Additional trails and amenities planned, designed and completed in the future would be
addressed in future tiered CEQA documents…..please explain: what, when, location where and how they
will be paid for and maintained and how they will not overburden natural resources, local roadways and
nearby communities.
3.4.3 Bridges and Creek Crossings
Para. 3 Bridge 5 is planned as a….. Will it carry CalFire trucks?
Pg. 3‐18
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3.4.4 Parking and Access
Para 1: The extent of new and expanded parking areas … is based on an evaluation of parking demand
at HFRP. Common sense would say to expand the current parking lot at HFRP or put in a second lot
further back in, where you have 1200 acres to place more parking instead of ruining/trashing two more
rural neighborhoods, overloading Bell, Cramer and Lone Star Rds, and putting drivers at extreme risk of
being killed on one of the blind curves and causing untold duress to all the homeowners, property
owners and ranchers in the two areas surrounding the two proposed parking lot sites (Harvego
property and Twilight Ride). Have you thought about that? In addition to being less expensive, you
wouldn’t be upsetting the lives of untold families who have lived a quiet life for years. Somehow, no
one has given any thought of the impact on all the people who have lived in the Lone Star area for years,
some for generations, ranched for generations. Don’t they deserve something? While the hikers,
bikers and horse crowd with a list of “wants” were included in the planning for the expansion for years,
NONE OF THE CONTIGUOUS OR NEARBY HOME/PROPERTY OWNERS WERE EVER CONTACTED OR
INVITED TO PARTICIPATE. NOR WAS THE PLACER COUNTY FARM BUREAU OR TAHOE CATTLEMEN’S
ASSCIATION EVER CONTACTED. Both organizations oppose the additional parking lots and trail
expansion. Not only is the lack of inclusiveness strange, it demonstrates a total lack of manners, public
relations skills and sensitivity. But, this type of behavior seems to be typical of how Placer County has
carried out land‐use decisions for years: “we’re right, you’re not, we know what is best …blah‐ blah‐
blah”. I have been attending Placer County Board of Supervisor meetings since I was 12 years old and
have witnessed some of the most incredulous decisions and indecent, shameful public attacks on
citizens by members of the Board, that not only would curl your hair, but one incident had members of
the public present encourage the person attacked to file a lawsuit for defamation. She should have, but
didn’t. That woman was intelligent‐really smart, was a refined person, who was way ahead of her time,
a superb public speaker, who as a Stanford Economics graduate and the wife of a local rancher, who
understood land use policy and economics probably better than all the members of the Board put
together. If she were alive today, I am certain she would totally agree with the message Protect Rural
Placer is trying to get across to the decision makers. Someday, when the thoughtful, caring public is
beaten to a pulp and those in power have paved over and carved up all of the open space that is left in
Placer County, those in power will retreat to the corner of the room and look at each other and arrive at
the decision that Pogo put forth years ago, “we have met the enemy and he is us”. Some may wonder,
“why didn’t I have the courage to listen, really listen to those concerned citizens and ranchers and
other agriculturists, who have lived in those rural areas, some for years and generations and had the
courage to work the land, take care of the land and the wildlife and the Oak woodlands….but I didn’t
and now it is all gone “. We might as well be living in downtown Sacramento or LA . But, we don’t, we
live in the Lone Star district.
Little can be said of the “professionals” in the Placer County Planning Dept. and the Park Dept. They
seemingly have a lack of experience or recognize that they are the primary role players in the
implementation and coordination of planning for public safety for all the stakeholders . They seem to
not recognize that is their first and last responsibility. They seem to not care if people on their way to
the parking lots or trails are slaughtered on Hwy 49 between Dry Creek Rd. and Lone Star Rd (4 fatal
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accidents from Nov. 2019 to Feb. 2020 – far above the state norm.) ; or are smashed into or run off the
road into a ditch on a blind curve on Bell, Cramer or Lone Star Rds. In addition HFRP is located in the
Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) and further about 2/3 of the 1200 acres is designated a High Risk
wildfire zone by Cal Fire. The further north one goes to the Bear River, the worse the risk gets. Please,
look at the Cal Fire map. Why would you put a park and hiking trails in a high risk fire zone, especially as
we accelerate into climate change and could well be facing wildfire danger year round? In addition,
why would you put a trail system further to the north – all the way to the Bear River, where the wild fire
risk becomes graver along the way? How many of the people who use HFRP understand that they are
in a Cal Fire designated high risk wildfire zone? What has the Park Dept. done to inform the seemingly
clueless public that they are in a high risk wildfire zone? All the users seem to know is that the annual
grasses dry out sometime in May and the hills turn brown and won’t green up until the rains come,
maybe in October or November. Oh, and that there are some “No Smoking “ signs. Sure, if you are a
smoker or a tweeker, who cares…no one is going to arrest you if you light up. In addition, has anyone
done any planning how to notify and evacuate the hundreds, if not thousands strung out on all the trails
in case a fire starts somewhere in HFRP and all the way to the Bear River, and how will they along with
all the people who live in the area be able to safely evacuate? As far as I know, there is NO evacuation
plan for those using HFRP or the expansion trails or for the residents who live in the Mears parking lot
area or along Bell, Cramer and Lone Star Rds.
We are now in an era that common sense and the budget killing cost of controlling wildfires in California
demands that the government agencies responsible for wildfire control have to think in terms of
prevention, not just control or suppression. Cal Fire has stated that their objective is to reach any local
wildfire in the HFRP and expansion area in 10 minutes. I do not believe this is feasible, given station
locations in the area and the narrow substandard roads to be negotiated just to reach the perimeter of
the park area. That is why I and others have asked should this expansion go forward, that the vacant
Fire Station located at Hwy 49 and Lone Star Rd. be fully staffed and equipped. In addition, the local
“planners” need to be far more concerned with disaster management, which will require coordination
across multiple county and state agencies. Regulatory programs that utilize jurisdictional legal authority
to develop and implement regulations to protect health, welfare and safety can be effective tools to
reduce the threat of wildfire and the resulting damage to property and the possible demise of livestock
and human lives. Please, think of all the livestock and wildlife needlessly killed in wildfires in the last few
years just in Northern California; and think of the 86 people who lost their lives in the Paradise/Camp
fire, including 7 who burned to death in their cars trying to escape.
Pg. 3‐26
Para. 2: when permanent flush or vault toilets would be installed. Where is the water to come from?
This is a very dry area. Over the years, many wells have gone dry.
Harvego Preserve – Curtola Ranch Road. This is a private road, for use only by the homeowners and for
Ag use for those running cattle on the Harvego Preserve, thus, there will be no public access to a parking
lot.
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Pg. 3‐35
Table 3‐3. Summary of Harvego Preserve Access Phasing.
Permitted Access – Phase 1: Docent led tours only, 7 days/week, up to one tour/day : Auburn Valley Rd.
is a private road , thus people wanting to access the Harvego parking lot do not have legal access to the
area. So now we are going from a couple of Docent led tours a month to Docent led tours seven days a
week. Parking and Docent led tours must be by reservation only . Has anyone considered the impact on
the Auburn Valley Homeowners, the land, the wildlife (the site proposed for the parking lot is a nesting
area for Tri‐Colored blackbirds – an endangered species) or the livestock being run on the property.
Livestock grazing absolutely must continue as it is a means to decrease damage from wildfire. Cows
and calves are very wary of strangers and will take off running. What if there is a dog – off leash…what a
grand time to take up the chase. What will happen if the dog mauls or kills a calf or cow? Who will pay
for the animal – triple damages?
Has anyone thought to do an engineering evaluation of the earthen dam that must be crossed to reach
this site?
Phase 2 : Now we go to Open Public Use, non‐Docent access, 7 days a week; parking is evidently
reservation based only, 7 days/week. : This is a non‐starter. Access must continue as Docent‐led tours.
Phase 3: Too many parking spaces – this needs to be cut by 2/3rds. That is the only way to maintain any
semblance of crowd control. Access must continue as Docent led tours only.
Parking reservations must continue.
Pg. 3‐41
Table 3‐4. Summary of Twilight Ride Access Phasing
This is a NON‐STARTER. NO PARKING LOT SHALL BE BUILT ON THIS SITE. I believe this purchase was
illegally crammed through a Placer County Board of Supervisor meeting on May 22, 2018, as contiguous
and nearby property owners were never notified of the pending action. In addition, while the property
was in escrow, we were told the sale would not be finalized until the EIR was completed. CEQA Law was
broken when the sale was finalized the day after the Draft EIR was released on Feb. 20, 2020. It was
NINETEEN MONTHS LATE, as it was promised to be released in October of 2018.

Pg. 3‐46
3.6 Operation and Maintenance.
The Park Department had best concentrate on completing all of the deferred maintenance not only for
HFRP, but all of the properties they are responsible for as well as complete regular maintenance.
Adding even more trails, parking lots and amenities is a “want” – wishful thinking. They can’t maintain
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what they already have. Do they and the County not understand that we are in a recession and possibly
headed to a Depression? Do you not remember what happened to the Placer County Budget during the
Recession in 2008‐09? Please review those budgets.
3.6.1 Traffic Management
No new parking lots shall be built either at Twilight Ride or the Harvego sites. That will cut traffic and
decrease the impacts on the substandard Bell, Cramer and Lone Star Rds. The parking lot at Mears can
be enlarged and a second lot can be put in on the 1200 acres. Reservations for the Mears lot(s) should
continue. Out‐of‐county residents should be charged double for a parking reservation. ALL out of
county residents using HFRP should also pay an entrance fee. Why should Placer County taxpayers pay
for the maintenance and staffing for out‐of‐county users?
Pg. 3‐48
3.6.2 HFRP TRAIL EXPANSION AREA USES
My understanding is that the Spears family absolutely did not want any camping on the place.
The Park Dept. can’t manage/maintain the trails they already have, yet they want more. There is NO
water at the Mears parking lot. How do they expect to pay for Fish and wildlife restoration, Interpretive
displays, Signs and fencing ? Evidently management has not spoken with the homeowners near the
Mears Parking Lot of late. They still have many issues that have never been resolved. We have been
told by many that the interlopers have caused nothing but grief and angst . Noise (raucus amplified
music from the parking lot) trash, theft and trespassing have never ceased. One comment that stuck
with me from a long time friend , “you don’t know what you are in for and the County just doesn’t care”.
Please, do not trash two more neighborhoods, just so you have bragging rights that you have added 30
more miles of trails. There are over 900 miles of trails in Placer County. Please do not add to the wildfire
danger. Please do not add to more people losing their fire insurance. Please do not impact our perilous,
narrow roads with flatlanders, who do not know how to safely drive our country roads.
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From: Delana Ruud <druud@inreach.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 4:29 PM
To: Megan Wood <MWood@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>;
Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>;
Robert Weygandt <RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>; Shanti Landon <SLandon@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] July 28,2020 Agenda Item re: request for $73,000 + $10,000 to complete Hidden
Falls SEIR

July 27, 2020

To: Placer County Board of Supervisors
From: Delana Ruud 10800 Cramer Rd, Auburn, CA 95602
Re: Agenda Item regarding the request for approval for a Second Amendment of AECOM’S contract for
Technical Services to compete the Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion SEIR. Request for $73,000 plus
$10,000 additional as needed.
I have some concerns and questions regarding the approval of an additional $83,000 to finance the
completion of the HFRP Final SEIR.
I am appalled that AECOM is requesting an additional $83,000 to complete the HFRP Final SEIR. This is
the organization that was hired to write the Draft SEIR that was finally delivered NINETEEN months after
promised. Whoever wrote the contract must have forgotten to include a due date, with a penalty for
every day past-due. I might add that in my many years of reading EIRs, this is a poorly constructed
document. The request does not include the fact that the DPW-Parks Division has already spent
$481,897 in FY 2019-2020.
Jane Wurst and others of Protect Rural Placer have worked diligently to be apprised of the costs, both
financial and total impact on the Lone Star-North Auburn area of this disastrous Hidden Falls Expansion
Project. It seems that our county tax dollars are being Ill-spent on a project that should never have been
started in the first place. Is it too much to ask for full transparency and that ALL budget information be
provided to the public?
In reviewing the FY 2020-21 Budget and the DPW-Parks Division 5 Year Capital Improvement Plan, it
shows that 15 of 20 Projects state that the Projects are NOT fully funded. Ten projects note that the
Project is not fully funded today and not anticipated to be fully funded in the next five years without
additional General Fund money. These are APPROVED projects that are without funding and yet the
County is pushing for another Parks project. You must also realize that the current Hidden Falls Regional
Park well is on the Park’s 5-year Capital Improvement Plan and does NOT have funding. If the well has
been dry since 2015 and there is no money to fix it, is it responsible to expand the park, when you can’t
even take care of what you already have ?
It was stated at the June 23, 2020 Board of Supervisors meeting, that the Placer County Budget would
be reviewed in October 2020 to evaluate the fiscal impact of the COVID-19 Virus on revenue and
expenses. At that point, budget adjustments may need to be made and Departments may be requested

to cut spending. You assured the public this would be done because the FY 2020-21 Budget had not
been adjusted for COVID-19 impacts.
My concern is that this Pandemic is not going away any time soon and is growing by the day in Placer
County, the state and the whole country, with some states, including CA being very hard hit. Perhaps, if
everyone had worn a mask, practiced social distancing, not gone wild partying, etc, starting in March,
we might be in better condition, but that did not happen. So, we are having to back up and that is going
to have a difficult impact on small businesses, jobs, schooling-at-home, etc, which in turn will have an
rolling effect on county tax dollars. The Board of Supervisors and County staff will need to make fiscally
responsible decisions that will insure that tax dollars are spent wisely on basic needs including health
and educational needs, and include better internet access in the whole county. School children,
teachers, college students, people working from home, families trying to stay in touch, etc, and
especially those who live in rural or remote areas, desperately need high speed internet access.
There are people who “want” the Hidden Falls Expansion because they “want” more trails and are not
satisfied that there are currently over 900 miles of trails in Placer County and many more miles in
adjoining counties. When does a “want” supersede a “need” when there isn’t the money to cover basic
needs? Further, why they “want” a trail system through a Cal Fire designated high fire zone is beyond
me.
Placer County residents trust you to do the right thing in using discretionary money and departmental
budget money that is earmarked for “wants” to be used for basic “needs”. More money for the Hidden
Falls SEIR is a “want”, not a need.
I ask that you show fiscal responsibility and table a vote on this request until:
1. The Budget has been evaluated in October and that “wants” and “needs” are carefully
scrutinized
2. The “needs” of Placer County residents during this Pandemic have been adequately
addressed
3. Internet “needs” for all residents county-wide are addressed
4. There is health and economic stability for the County, State and Country
5. All of our questions are answered in a transparent manner
I thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Delana Ruud

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Dennis Maciel <dennis.maciel502@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 7:39 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden falls expansion
just a simple question: how is the Parks Dept able to post sign for a conditional use permit before the
SEIR? I think you all know what I am referring to.. this is really getting to smell.
Sent from my iPad

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Dennis Maciel <dennis.maciel502@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 9:03 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Hidden falls expansion
At least have the courtesy to reply.
Sent from my iPad
> On Sep 3, 2020, at 7:39 PM, Dennis Maciel <DENNIS.MACIEL502@gmail.com> wrote:
>
> just a simple question: how is the Parks Dept able to post sign for a conditional use permit before the
SEIR? I think you all know what I am referring to.. this is really getting to smell.
>
> Sent from my iPad

From: Diana Darcy <dkdarcy@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 4:44 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: diana Darcy <dkdarcy@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

Date: May 20, 2020
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors,
Planning Commission, and Parks Division
From: Diana and Bob Darcy, 6195 Viewridge Drive, Auburn, CA
Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR
As a longtime resident of North Auburn/Lincoln and member of Protect Rural Placer, I am writing to you
today to refute the above referenced document. This DSEIR, as with the previous HFRP EIR, makes
weak assumptions and does not take into consideration the full impact that this project will have upon the
residents, roads, environment, habitat, agriculture, and fire danger of the nearby community. Specific
issues raised are:
Wildfire:
 More people will be using barbeques and fire pits and therefore increasing the possibility of more
forest fires.
 Additional people will be smoking cigarettes and marijuana which would lead to an increase of
forest fires.
Transportation and Circulation:
 Traffic will definitely increase causing traffic jams and accidents on 2 lane narrow country roads.
 Increase in traffic will result in more air pollution.
Crime


 Due to the expansion of this park crime will increase and spread to neighboring communities.
These crimes will require more police and firemen.

Based upon the information in the DSEIR, the assumptions it has made, and the negative impacts to the
very communities who were not included in any of the 15-year planning, I request that you reject this
project.
Please include my letter as part of the public comment permanent record.
Thank you,
Diana and Bob Darcy
Protect Rural Placer

From: Don Jones <don.jones95602@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 9:30 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail expansion project
Dear Planning commissioners,
My name is Don Jones and I am a resident of Auburn California.
I am in support of the hidden Falls Trail expansion project. The health and well‐being of all of us that live
in this community depend on being able to do outdoor activities. Auburn is regarded as the endurance
Capitol and it’s part of the allure of this community. Trails I run and ride on are becoming fewer and
fewer as they get fenced off by private landowners. Recent one being the canal that runs along Placer
Hills Road. So I think it’s important for the planning commission to consider new trails for the Health
and vitality of our community.
Thanks for considering my input and please let me know if there’s anything else I can do to help! Since I
am unemployed, the money belt is currently tight but I can help with time if need be.
Best Regards, Don

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Donna Biles <dkbiles@att.net>
Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2020 3:03 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Please see attached letter regarding this issue.
Date: May 17, 2020
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors,
Planning Commission, and Parks Division
From: Donna Biles, 6740 Estates Court, Auburn
Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR
As a resident of North Auburn, I am writing to you today to refute the above referenced document. This
DSEIR, as with the previous HFRP EIR, makes weak assumptions and does not take into consideration
the full impact that this project will have upon the residents, roads, environment, habitat, agriculture, and
fire danger of the nearby community. Specific issues raised are:
Wildfire:
There is nothing about how people will act when traveling down these roads. 95% of fires are caused by
people and their reckless behavior. Who is going to oversee these new areas and make certain people
are following the rules?
There is only one road, Auburn Valley Road, to my house. We are already at high risk to become the
next Paradise and adding needless additional traffic and people would create a death trap. Even the
SDEIR states that people would be exposed to uncontrolled wildfire from public use.
Transportation and Circulation:
I don’t even know where to begin because it is so obvious that Lone Star, Bell and Auburn Valley Roads
are woefully inadequate and dangerous to support any increase in traffic. Curtola Ranch Road runs
directly behind my home and having 500-600 cars would destroy my environment, my property value and
greatly increase the fire risk.
Because of COVID-19, all government agencies are experiencing major budget shortfalls. The County
should be focused on providing essential services to the public and not yet another park. Given these
shortfalls, I can only assume resources will not be dedicated to this development.
Finally, with hundreds of miles of existing trails, why do we need to add more knowing the negative
impact this would have to those very people who trusted you to protect them?
Based upon the information in the DSEIR, the assumptions it has made, and the negative impacts to the
very communities who were not included in any of the 15-year planning, I request that you reject this
project.
Please include my letter as part of the public comment permanent record.
Thank you,
Donna Biles/

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Douglas Saylor <dougfsaylor@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 10:23 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Huge Safety Risk, Stop Hidden FallsExpansion
I’m sitting in my home, not far from the proposed Hidden Fall Expansion, watching the local evening
news and seeing the state go up in flames from all of the fires in California. The spokesman for Cal Fire
just said they can’t afford to have just one more fire, the situation is that dire. Yet the push to spend
millions of tax dollars on a non necessary project that will put me, my neighbors, my community at risk
of a tragic disaster moves forward. It seems that my life and the lives of others don’t matter much?
Please stop the project to expand the Hidden Falls access. Please don’t create this unnecessary safety
risk. Please do the right thing.
Sincerely,
Doug Saylor
Sent from my iPhone

From: Duane Blamer <duaneblamer@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 6, 2020 8:06 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Carla Blamer <cblamer42@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project

Supervisors, as a home owner in area of Auburn affected by the Hidden Falls Expansion project,
I am very strongly against proceeding with this project. It will affect my community in many
negative ways. This project does not align with the ranching and rural lifestyle of our
community. More importantly, this development will increase the already significant wildfire
risk in our community. There are already insufficient funds available for emergency situations
with no sign of effort on your part to further fund these services. Moving forward with this
project at this time is an irresponsible expenditure of money. Please reconsider development of
this project.
Respectfully,
Duane & Carla Blamer
8950 Upper Valley Road
Auburn, CA

From: kayhallberg2@aol.com <kayhallberg2@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 9:19 AM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Environmental Coordination Services
<CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: drehallberg33@aol.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Response to the SEIR of the expansion of Hidden Falls

Good Morning: Attached is a document of our concerns related to the expansion of Hidden Fall.
Respectfully submitted; Edmond and Kaylene Hallberg

My first statement to you during this incredibly difficult and changing environment is…..
IS HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION ESSENTIAL?
ESSENTIAL MEANS, BASIC, NECESSARY, INDISPENSABLE
I want to know why the county believes that expanding Hidden Falls given the new normal, we will have
and know that this action is ESSENTIAL?
ESSENTIAL MEANS: BASIC , (meaning fundamental to our lives,) , Necessary (meaning required)
INDISPENSABLE ( not being set aside or obligated) In my opinion this expansion meets none of this
criteria.
The grandiose spending of the expansion of Hidden Falls outlined in the SEIR now has grow to cover
more roads, more land ,parking lots, helicopter pads, rangers, and other expenses more than ever
before. How can the county justify this cost during the largest economic down turn, which is causing
loss of federal, state and local taxes, lost of jobs, and businesses and of course all other issues related to
COVID‐19?
Certainly the county knows that this expansion is not fundamental to our lives, it is not required, and it
is not something that we are obligated to expand.
We have lived in rural placer at AV for twenty one years and since 2010 the county has for all these
years threatened us with this expansion. Apparently the disaster of MEARS Dr. to the existing Falls
Regional Park is not enough for the county and still there are issues with restrooms and water.
It was discouraging that during this pandemic that the county could not delay the community’s response
to the SEIR until we had the opportunity for a public meeting. Why is there such a need to rush through
this process? Hidden Falls is not essential business. Instead you set a so called public hearing on May
14th which was hard to hear and follow and of course limited those who could get through to the three
minute rule.

WHAT IS ESSENTIAL?
1. PRESERVATION OF RURAL PLACER. There is a basic right to live in a quiet, safe, rural community. A
basic right to to keep our family, home, and community safe. A basis right to be protected from many of
the very terrible things which happened in the Mears Drive area. ( If you have forgotten these issues,
please re‐read the statement presented August 1, 2018 to supervisor Weygandt) .
There is the basic right to not lose the values of our homes, or the loss of personal rights, and massive
invasion of our privacy from the hundreds of cars projected that there would be ( 1 car,every 60
seconds.) not to mention the fear of loss of personal safety and vulnerability which we are experiencing
on Curtola Ranch Rd from the Frisbee Golf Business which so far the county has not helped us resolve.
2. WHAT IS ESSENTIAL? THE RECOGNITION OF THE IMPACT ON FIRE DANGER BY THIS EXPANSION
It is crucial that the county recognize in the SEIR 16.2.3 “that the potential exists for the HF project to
expose people to an uncontrolled wildfire and exacerbates risk of wildfire during construction,
maintenance, and public use of trail system”. The SEIR fails to identify and disclose that the HFRP
expansion area has been classified by CAL FIRE as a WILDLIFE URBAN INTERFACE, an area with the
greatest potential for loss of life.
In August 30, 2009 we were notified to evacuate from our homes. The end result was Bell Road was
impassable and we were told to return home and shelter. It is essential to note in 2009 fire when trying
to leave AV there were not also 500 cars and trailers trying to get out, using the only one road in and
out, Auburn Valley Road. The county needs to STOP this expansion when ONLY ONE escape route exist
and like the Camp Fire in Paradise, chaos meant loss of lives.
The SEIR mitigates this issue in 16.6 by buying an lRV , what is the evidence that this vehicle will reduce
incidences of wildfire, and what is the cost of the items and the management rangers?
The SEIR contains neither evidence nor discussion of: what constitutes red flag conditions, OR Park
administrative action, like closing the Park to visitors during red flag conditions.
The loss of fire insurance or the raising of rates has impacted so many homeowners.
WHAT IS ESSENTIAL?
3. ROAD SAFETY: When the land trust purchase the acres from the Harvego preserve, they knew it was
land locked. Now in order to do expansion they have in the SEIR designated our community and
it’s PRIVATE roads to solve this problem and one of them is Curtola Ranch Road.
This road is mentioned in the report as the final route to get to Hidden Falls through the Auburn
Valley community. However the report does not mention that this road only measures 16 feet. 6 inches
and the road to accommodate two lanes must be 20 feet.

Curtola Ranch Rd road runs along an Earthen Dam Pond, which empties into a weir that
crosses the road and flows into ponds below. To expand the road would require the county to take land
from people who own homes and lots on this narrow road.
Finally in listening to the hearing on May 14th, it appeared to me that the Planning Commission is now
asking questions and want to be in included when the final SEIR is released. Why is the county not using
their expertise and not wanting it to be reviewed like all the other county projects?
Thank you for reading our concerns: Kaylene and Edmond Hallberg

From: Eric Moss <eric.moss@att.net>
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 10:14 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

As a concerned resident, I wanted to voice our opinion and outrage over the apparent
oversight and lack of regard for:





Extreme Wildfire Risk
Economic Crisis/ insufficient funds for first responders and education/residents
and businesses struggling
Dangerous, narrow roads
Undermines agriculture, ranching and rural lifestyles

I have read the environment report and proposed phases; an absolute disaster waiting
to happen.
The money would be better served and help protect human life and property by focusing
efforts to expand and provide paved walking and bike riding paths in our community.
We have enough places to ride horses, hike, and ride mountain bikes. What this
community needs is expansion of a paved trail system. Our roads in the foothills are not
safe for our large road bike community.
Further, coming from 25+years as a professional fire protection engineer, the current
Hidden Falls Park fuel load management, or rather willfully gross management, posses
a grave threat to our surrounding community. The county parks should not be permitted
to expand until they can demonstrate policy and procedures being implemented at
existing facilities. Planed fire protection mitigation in the study is not in alignment with
California fire code, or NFPA. It is not responsible to increase risk of property and
potential loss of human life by expanding into wildland fire and ember attack zones.
The responsibility of the county is protection of property and life; not to increase risk and
likelihood of loss.
What is the county thinking?
Respectfully,
Eric & Denise Moss
6455 Fairway Ct
Auburn CA

-----Original Message----From: Gary <gary@ghheng.com>
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2020 11:55 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: 'Jane Wurst' <jawurst@yahoo.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] DSEIR Hidden Falls Response Pkt.pdf
Please find attached my letter of position regarding the Hidden Falls DSEIR.
It is my understanding the last day of comment is May 20th and that all issues will be addressed in writing.
Thank you,
Gary H. Hall, P.E.

From: Ginny Barnes <ginnyb4u@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 3:20 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board
of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion SDEIR
As long time residents of North Auburn I am writing this to disapprove the SDEIR report. It seams the
real problems are being over looked and only the good is seen. Many of these problems definitely out
weight the good.
* First and foremost to all of us is the potential for fires. There is no immediate access behind our
property and since there is only one exit from the park.it would be impossible for everyone to evacuate.
The fire could spread so fast we wouldn't even have time to evacuate not to mention losing our home
and pets. With that many visitors and pick nickers it wouldn't take much to start a fire.
* Transportation is another major problem. Our roads are narrow with deep ditches,blind curves.blind
hills,and people are always driving over the yellow center line, speed is another factor,no one slows
down.there is no possible way these roads could handle more traffic. Left and right turn lanes would
have to be put in to inter the park but no one has been notified about taking more property for that.
* Traffic is already noisy but add to that all the traffic and noise,from the pick nickers,parties,and loud
music. We will never again have our quiet peaceful and private environment we so much enjoy living in
our rural area.
* We are all on wells and are concerned about losing our water from the amount of water it will take
to supply the park.
* There are people in the immediate area making a living from their property.The park would
drastically change that and those who have made their living here for years can't just pack up and move.
* Where there are a lot of people there is a lot of trash which would need to be maintained daily.
* There is also the subject of vandalism,transients,homeless These things are happening at the Mears
entrance so we can't see that they would be any different here.
We're asking you to please consider all of these concerns before any final decisions are made.
Thank you,
John,Ginny,Tim Barnes
5355 Bell Road
Auburn,95602

From: Ginny Barnes <ginnyb4u@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 7:12 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Access
We are so frustrated with your plans to move ahead with your plans with total disregard to all of the
residents along Bell Road,Hubbard,and Lonestar among others.
There are so many problems with this project.Wild fires,narrow roads,ranching,our rural life style and
MANY others.
John,Ginny,and Tim Barnes
5355 Bell Road

From: Patricia Shaw <ptshaw9@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2020 8:39 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Reconsider Your Plans For New Hidden Falls Access

To:
Placer County Board of Supervisors
To whom it may concern,
We are writing to express our opposition to the plans to expand access to the Hidden
Falls park through parking lots and entrances along or near Bell Road. While we do not
live in the immediate area of Bell Road, we have many friends who do and we share
their concerns, which are many.
Of those concerns there is one that bothers us the most and that is the willingness of
the government to simply ignore the citizens who will have their daily lives disrupted the
most. Your studies that show little disruption fly in the face of common sense which
leads us to conclude that your minds were made up long ago and the studies are just
for show.
If you ignore the citizens who actually live in the area and build the proposed expanded
access then we strongly suggest that every property owner within at least five miles of
Bell Road be given a substantial and permanent reduction in their property taxes. This
seems only reasonable since you will have destroyed much of the value of living in this
part of the country. Maybe you can recover the lost revenue from the people who use
Hidden Falls.
Or, you could drop these plans and try to think of something else. That would restore
our faith in local government.
Sincerely,
Grant & Patricia Shaw
Auburn, CA 95603

From: Holly Saylor <hollybuysstuff26@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 9:21 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board
of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: jawurst@yahoo.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion SDEIR

Date: May 18, 2020
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of
Supervisors,
Planning Commission, and Parks Division
From: Holly and Doug Saylor, 5130 Bell Road, Auburn, CA 95602
Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion SDEIR
Ladies and Gentlemen:
My husband and I are extremely concerned about the impact the Hidden Falls
expansion project will have on us, so we are sending this letter to inform you
of just a few of these concerns.
One of our greatest concerns is that there are not enough escape routes out
of our area to allow us to evacuate during a wild fire. All the roads around us
(Bell Road, Cramer, Lone Star, Joeger Road, etc.) are all narrow, two-lane
(one going in each direction,) chip and seal roads which, in some spots, are
barely wide enough to allow two cars to drive past each other. Limited narrow
escape routes have been one of the greatest factors in loss of life in the large
wildfires we have experienced in the past few years here in California.
In the Carr fire near Redding, California, residents had only one road in and
out of their area. It, too, was a narrow two-lane road just like all the roads
around our house. As the fast moving flames spread and evacuation orders
came, all the residents in the area jammed the roads to the point of gridlock
trying to escape. They tried to turn a two-lane road into a four-lane road by
driving around each other. This caused cars to collide with each other, and
many cars fell into ditches along the road. This “jamming together” of cars as
panicked residents tried to flee the fast moving flames caused the complete
gridlock conditions. Additionally, the smoke was so thick that no one could see
more than 3 or 4 feet in front of them. This caused cars to move slowly, collide
with each other, and drive off the road.

Many residents, in seeing that the roads were completely gridlocked and the
traffic not moving, decided to get out of their cars and run to escape the
flames. They were burned alive when the flames overtook them!
According to the Cal Fire Report on the Carr Fire, the flames moved 50 miles
per hour, with gusts up to 80 miles per hour. The fastest man in the world
(Usain Bolt) can run 27.44 miles per hour. The flames moved at 50 to 80 miles
per hour. So even the fastest man on earth would not be able to outrun these
flames, let alone the elderly, children, and the infirmed!
Other residents thought that staying in their cars might afford them protection
from the flames. The Carr Fire produced a “fire tornado” which was 2000 feet
wide at its base and 1800 feet high. The flames in this fire-tornado spun at
110-120 mph. They engulfed the cars, roasting the residents alive in their
cars, including whole families with children. These dear people died a
frightening, painful, horrific death. Can you imagine dying such a horrible
death? Can you picture the people that you love the most dying such a horrific
death if they get caught like this in a wildfire that starts in the Hidden Falls
Park area?
The SDEIR states that, “the potential exists for the project to expose people to
an uncontrolled wildfire and to exacerbate risk of wildfire during construction,
maintenance, and public use of trail system.” (Emphasis added.)
The following statements come from the Wildfire Subcommittee Report:
Section 16.2.3 WILDFIRE CLASSIFICATION AND BEHAVIOR (Emphasis
added)
“The SDEIR fails to identify and disclose that the HFRP Expansion area has
been classified by CAL FIRE as a WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE, an area
with the greatest potential for loss of lives and structures.”
Section 16.4.2 EMERGENCY RESPONSE/EMERGENCY EVACUATION
(Emphasis added)
“An estimated 6,000 residences in proximity to HFRP and the Trails
Expansion area could be affected by fire under red flag conditions. During the
49er Fire (August 2009) Bell Road was impassable.”

“No evidence or data is provided in the SDEIR giving any information about
the number of driveways and side roads along Bell, Cramer and Lone Star
and the possible total number of vehicles that could be merging to evacuate
all at one time.”
“Effective evacuation and emergency vehicle response via Cramer, Bell and
Lone Star Roads would be a significant problem as area residents and Park
visitor vehicles and horse trailer rigs attempt to exit Twilight Ride or the
Harvego parking lots. Evacuation from area wineries and the Auburn Valley
golf course would further add to the confusion.”
By approving this park expansion, and flooding this area with more park
visitors than the roads can handle, I believe you will be putting both me, my
husband, and the residents in this area in harms way, where we may die
similar horrible deaths by being unable to escape a wildfire like the people in
the Carr Fire. Do you really want to be responsible for such a tragedy for
whatever little you hope to gain by approving this project?
The SDEIR contains NO evacuation plan.
The Mitigation Plan does not address these concerns. Widening the roads
around us is NOT a viable solution because private property would have to be
commandeered in order to add extra lanes to the roads. We are
ABSOLUTELY OPPOSED to our government confiscating private property to
use for its own ends!!
Based upon the information in the SDEIR, the assumptions it has made, and
the negative impacts to the very communities who were not included in any of
the 15-year planning, WE URGE YOU TO REJECT THIS PARK EXPANSION
PROJECT!!
Please include my letter as part of the public comment permanent record.
Please consider carefully,
Holly and Doug Saylor
Protect Rural Placer

From: Jake Sours <jake.sours9@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 10:05 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project ‐ please vote yes!
Dear, PlacerCounty Board of Supervisors,
I fully support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. Any time we can help people enjoy
healthy, and outside activities we should as a community. Many people visit Hidden Falls
annually and having more trails will help prevent overcrowding and let hikers, equestrians, and
cyclists enjoy nature more remotely. This would be a wonderful benefit and this option will be a
net positive to the community.
I should also add that I live in Sacramento and travel with my wife and friends (when not socially
distancing). We typically grab lunch at a local restaurant and support to local businesses. Placer
County is a wonderful place and projects like these will only be an enhancement.
Respectfully,
Jake Sours
Sacramento, CA

From: James Baxter <pierrethecat530@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 9:30 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails
Dear Placer County Board of Supervisors,
I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. I spend a lot of time in the existing Hidden Falls trail
system and other local trails. I always go out to eat afterwards and this brings money to the Auburn
economy.
More trails to dilute the influx of new riders would be great. Thank you for your consideration.
Thanks.

From: Jan Ferreira <jan@robinsonsg.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 11:40 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion SDEIR
Good Morning. I have attached my letter addressing the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion SDEIR. Please
make part of your permanent record.
Thank you.
-Jan Ferreira
(530) 885-9097

May 19, 2020

Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn CA 95603
BOS@placer.ca.gov
Hi. My name is Jan Ferreira and I am a homeowner at 4605 and 4609 Bell Road,
Auburn.
I am writing to let you know only a few of my concerns regarding the Hidden Falls
Regional Park Trails Expansion SDEIR.
Let me begin with my concern that NEITHER the MAC’s nor the Planning Commission
are being allowed to be a part of the decision process. These are the people that really
know if something is right for their community and they are not politically influenced by
their decisions. The potential severe implications to the community warrant a full vetting
process, NO SHORT CUTS.
My continued concern comes from attending several Placer County Parks meetings. It
is the common thread of concern at these meetings that they have continued to have
new grants and development funds to install new parks, but SEVERELY
INSUFFICIENT FUNDS AND STAFF to maintain, repair, and supervise any of these
parks. In addition to these community parks, more than 900 miles of trails already exist
in Placer County. Funding to maintain these existing trails is in the present,
PROBLEMATIC. I firmly believe that the SDEIR should have addressed the financial
impacts of this project on other park operations. Given the current crisis and the fiscal
fallout from it, is this really a priority for the County to be spending precious tax dollars
on?
After 20 years of residency at our current address, I have local personal knowledge of
the impact increased traffic will have on Bell Road. The many times my husband and I
have come out of our home to the sound of screeching tires and crash sounds, leading
us to the hairpin turn at Bell Road and Gambah Drive, leaves many drivers through the
fence and into the homeowner’s field (if they miss the group mailbox and power pole).
Many of these accidents leave damage to personal and public property, the vehicle, and
drivers and passengers with personal injury. This does not include the near misses my
family and I face on a daily basis with drivers speed, crossing the lines on the turns, and
the many blind hills.
This is only one of many traffic location impacts that have been insufficiently addressed
in the SDEIR. For the Parks Division to be stating the traffic problems identified in the
SDEIR have been mitigated is in the least, a farce. We travel these roads daily, both
with and without large trailers, and know first-hand that many of the turns and blind hills
are not passable without crossing the centerline. Adding more trailers, traffic, and

visitors with no knowledge of the roadways will add to the accidents we have already
endured. Not to mention the many vehicles that stop alongside roads to wait for their
reservation or to try and park to gain access without a reservation, who add to the
danger of the roadways. Is this where you plan to add the hideous NO PARKING signs
as you did on Mears and Mt Vernon Road? Unfortunately, the people who work for our
county who are pushing this project forward, and also many of the people who have
spoke in favor of the project, do not live in our community, and will not have to drive
home on their rural roads with this traffic and unsightly results, as they live in a different
county altogether. Pretty easy to be in favor of something that does not affect your own
home and community.
I will also address the fire risk. I heard from the County at the Planning Commission
meeting on May 14, 2020 that they had not had any reports of fires being started by
visitors of the Hidden Falls Park since its opening. The fact that it has not happened
YET, is NOT a solution to when it does. This also does NOT address the fire-fear we
have daily in the dry season. My family and I live every season with fire-prevention and
evacuation planned and ready for our property, pets, livestock, and family. Quite
honestly, it doesn’t matter whether the fire begins in the Hidden Falls Park or on private
property in our area, our roads can BARELY withstand the evacuation traffic of locals,
without the added guests of the park who are not familiar with our roadways. Most of
the roadways will not be able to bring fire equipment in, with the amount of traffic
fleeing. You will sentence us to the fear and death as witnessed in Paradise in 2018.
I will finish with a final thought of expense. I DO NOT believe that with the financial
distress our County, State, and insurance companies are experiencing after devastating
fires (as seen in my cancelled dwelling insurance and increased costs) and now a
struggling economy due to COVID-19, that the financial impact of this expansion has
been clearly addressed in the SDEIR. I am asking our County Leaders and Advisors to
please use a much more cautious approach to the use of our limited tax dollars to
improve and repair what we already have before spending on an expansion that will
cost too much financially and aesthetically in our community. Our county already has
extensive parks and trails that need repairs, maintenance, and continued support to
continue their beauty and access, without adding the burden of this expansion. It is time
for these same people to be more fiscally responsible with our local tax dollars.
Thank you for your time and I ask you to remember the community you represent before
you appease the wants of travelers from outside our area.

Jan M Ferreira
PO Box 7972
Auburn CA 95604

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Jan Krug <jankrug@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 2:54 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project
To the BOS, Placer County:
Despite our sincere and vested interests in protecting our community and way of life, you continue to
categorically and across the board ignore us. We pay our taxes, we voted you in and have been
respectful residents and constituents. But now we discover your intention to violate our innate rights as
property owners and proceed with a project rife with issues that your project will be exasperating. Our
roads can barely handle the residential and ranch/farm traffic as it is. Our wildlife enjoys a co‐habitual
relationship with their human residents and we look out for them : birds, deer, skunks, etc. Your project
will uproot them and cause their communities distress. WHAT ARE YOU THINKING? DO YOU THINK THIS
DOESN’T MATTER? Many of us have lived here long before your friends at Placer Land Trust began to
hatch their plans. This organization is not our friend.
PLEASE STOP AND FIND A DIFFERENT AVENUE FOR YOUR EXPANSION.
Thank you,
Jan Krug
Auburn Valley.
Sent from my iPhone
Jan Krug
626‐622‐2225 Cell
530‐269‐1452. Home

From: Janet Tarantino <jan_tarantino@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 9:48 AM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board
of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy Gustafson
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; afisher@placer.ac.gov
Cc: jpari5@aol.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RESPONSE TO DSEIR FOR HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION - TO BE SUBMITTED
AS EVIDENCE
Attached please find subject letter in response to the DSEIR. Please acknowledge receipt to Mr. Parisi @
jpari5@aol.com and jan_tarantino@sbcglobal.net.
Thank you.
Jan Tarantino on Behalf of Joe Parisi

INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTEED AS EVIDENCE

TO:

Placer County Board of Supervisors, Placer County Planning Commission,
Community Resource Development Agency, Placer County Parks Division

FROM:

Joe Parisi, 8860 Auburn Valley Road, Auburn, CA 95602 (jpari5@aol.com)

SUBJ: HIDDEN FALLS REGIONAL PARK EXPANSION DSEIR
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The subject documents state that “County access via Auburn Valley Road is provided
by an offer of public dedication that the County has not accepted to date”.
This belief is based on a County staff document, dated November 2016, that “indicates
that Auburn Valley Road and two other roads, are privately owned, with the title of said
roads reserved to the undersigned, its assigns and successors to be held until such
time as the County of Placer may permit, require, or request that said roads be
dedicated to the County, at which time the undersigned or the successors in interest
shall so dedicate the same”. “By this statement, fee title to Auburn Valley Road was
held by Auburn Valley Corporation”, and “clearly identifies the intention to dedicate the
road to Placer County”.
Title Right and Access to Auburn Valley Road
•

•

November 2016: County staff documented in two documents that the County
believes delineate our easement rights over Auburn Valley Road and Curtola
Ranch Road. Easements #1998-0047099 and #1998-0047100.
Current 2020: The DSEIR documents “the County access via Auburn Valley
Road is provided by an offer of public dedication that the County has not
accepted to date”.

The above County document is accurate in that said roads be dedicated to the County,
and fee title to Auburn Valley Road was held by Auburn Valley Corporation,
HOWEVER, the statements were taken from a contract, the PLAT, between Auburn
Valley Corporation, Lawrence Curtola and Placer County dated April 1961.
•

•

•

The DSEIR states, as fact, that access via Auburn Valley Road is provided by an
offer of public dedication. That dedication was fact in April 1961 and founded on
the belief of Auburn Valley Corporation, Lawrence Curtola and the County
working together in the late 1950’s to create a Golf Course and Subdivision Golf
Community, and that the Subdivision would hook up its water, sewer and roads
to the County water, sewer and roads.
In April 1961, the Auburn Valley Corporation, Lawrence Curtola and the County
entered into a contract, the PLAT, to accomplish building the golf course and
developing the subdivision, however, the County chose not to participate in the
water, sewer or road projects.
The Auburn Valley Corporation and the undersigned had NO involvement with
the County related to the PLAT after an advisory committee, consisting of the
County of Placer, Auburn Valley Corporation, Subdivision Developers, AVG,
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INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTEED AS EVIDENCE

•

Auburn Valley Service Corporation and Community Members, that had monthly
meetings for five (5) years to connect the Subdivision to water, sewer and roads,
was terminated in the early 1990’s. The County was paid for their Committee
work. The committee was authorized by the Board of Supervisors in 1988.
After at least ten (10) years of no related involvement with the County and
repeated refusals to have any commitment to subdivision road projects, the
Auburn Valley Corporation, at the request of Auburn Valley Property Owners
Association, in 2005, QUITCLAIMED Auburn Valley Road to the Auburn Valley
Property Owners Association – the only other and current title holder of the land
described as Auburn Valley Road – as shown on that certain map entitled
“Auburn Valley Subdivision Unit No. 1”.

It appears that in 2005 the county was no longer an Auburn Valley Corporation,
Lawrence Curtola presumed beneficiary, and the Auburn Valley Property Owner’s
Association, Inc. has not entered into any agreement with the County related to Wedge
Way (currently Estates Drive/Estates Court), Fairway Court or Auburn Valley Road.
•

The DSEIR does NOT address what obligations, necessary and required, to
bring the roads up to County standards; e.g. the costs of normal maintenance
and repairs caused by winter storms, road flooding and erosion, {through a
designed water controlled system designed for a golf course and 145 residential
lots}. NOT for an additional 560 vehicles per day and the obligations the County
would have if WEDGE WAY, FAIRWAY COURT and AUBURN VALLEY ROAD
were dedicated to the County.

Private Auburn Valley Road and Public Use
•

•

In the PLAT documents the County and Auburn Valley Corporation agreed that
“this map and subdivision does NOT dedicate any portion of this tract for street or
highway purposes and the parcels of land laying within the boundaries of
WEDGE WAY, FAIRWAY COURT and AUBURN VALLEY ROAD and are so
designated upon the map within the title of said roads reserved to the
undersigned, its assigns and successors”.
NOTE: The California Vehicle Code documents that:
➢ “Street or highway are publicly maintained and for use by the public. Road or
Driveway are privately maintained and or use by property owner or persons
approved by the property owner”.
➢ privately owned and maintained roads “include roads owned and maintained
by a city, county or district that are NOT dedicated to use by the public for
purposes of vehicular traffic
Rights of ingress and egress over the above roads are hereby granted to the
future lot owners of the subdivision, their licensees, visitors, tenants, and
servants”.
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INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTEED AS EVIDENCE

•

“Rights of way and easements are hereby granted as follows: (A), (B), (C), D),
(E), to the appropriate company, corporation, association of Public Body for the
installation of maintenance and for anchorage of poles for overhead wires, cables
or conduits with the right to trim or remove trees therein necessary”.
NOTE:
➢ The years of the Auburn Valley Corporation, Lawrence Curtola and the
County working together to create a Subdivision and Golf Course, and then
entering into a contract, the PLAT, to assure it would be a Golfing community
with private roads for the Lot Owners and not for street or highway public use.
➢ The above excerpts from the California Vehicle Code and the PLAT,
combined with the county refusing to participate with Subdivision developers
to work on Unit No. 1, Unit No. 2 and Unit #3 road projects, as was the intent
of Lawrence Curtola, and the QUITCLAIM DEED, establishes beyond a
reasonable doubt that the County has NO claim for public use of WEDGE
WAY, FAIRWAY COURT or AUBURN VALLEY ROAD.

WHY does the DSEIR not disclose the improvements necessary and required to bring
the three roads up to Placer County standards, the costs of maintenance and repairs of
the roads caused by only 145 residential lots and the golf course that will be burdened
by an additional 560 vehicles per day. Seven days a week!
The 2018-19 winter storms caused the Homeowner’s Association to spend ~ $87,829
on flooding of Auburn Valley Road, the common areas, Auburn Valley lot owner’s
property as well as repairing the continuing erosion of Auburn Valley Road.

WHY does the DSEIR not disclose the critical geographic and physical limitations of
Auburn Valley Road and the associated costs and actions necessary to remedy them:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Few shoulder or emergency pull over areas; its narrow, winding and has many blind
spots, a deep and wide normal and winder storm runoff ditch at the pavements edge
running all the way from Upper Valley Road to the beginning of the Otto pond
No adequate lighting for night travel conditions
No cell phone service to summon emergency responders
No double stripes
No shoulders for bike lanes for the 3’ clearance required by law (and for which
motorists are obligated to give to bikes)
Extremely rare presence of police personnel (sheriff or CHP)
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INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTEED AS EVIDENCE

WHY dies the DSEIR not disclose the projected impact of an additional 560 vehicles
(including truck and horse trailers) trips on a single busy day, and additionally the man
made Otto pond and dam that was designed to accept normal water flow from the
subdivision and golf course north/east down through, into and under, the manmade dam
that borders the edge of Curtola Ranch Driveway, the damage to private property on
Curtola Ranch Driveway and the dam when construction to bring the driveway to
County standards – and to a dam not designated to withstand street or highway public
use of 560 vehicles per day?
Respectfully submitted,

Joe Parisi
/jp
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From: jane goddard <teresajane50@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 1:35 PM
To: Megan Wood <MWood@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors
<BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Placer Count Supervisors:
We are absolutely opposed to approving more money ($83,000) for additional research
for the Hidden Falls SEIR.
Placer County residents are really hurting right now. Unemployment, the fear of
eviction which will lead to more homeless, school dilemma of remote student learning,
rising prices at the grocery stores, fear of losing their health insurance, Covid-19 and
horrible Internet availability for those of us in rural Placer.
Our doctor offices currently prefer we have our appointments via Skyping and our
service is so poor, it is next to impossible.
Instead of spending more money on a project that is more important to people that DO
NOT live in Placer County, it would seem to be more prudent to save and use that
money on helping your constituents that really need your help right now .. and not for
just a walk in the park!
Thank you,
Jim and Jane Goddard
11400 Lone Star Road
Auburn, CA 95602

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Teresa J Goddard <teresajane50@icloud.com>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 7:19 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Placer County Board of Supervisors:
I am 100% against the Hidden Falls Expansion.
My husband and I have written many letters and attended many meetings in concert with our neighbors
and Placer County residents who do not want you to vote to go forward with the project.
You are well aware of the many reasons this project is not safe for our neighborhoods and the city of
Auburn so I do not need to list them all again.
Please listen to your heart and vote NO to go ahead with the project. It will turn our rural neighborhood
into an area inviting crime, trash, wild land fires, homeless encampments, traffic problems, car
accidents, more deaths on Highway 49, and a drain on the Placer County bank account.
My husband Jim passed away on August 28 and he was vehemently opposed to the expansion as well.
Your constituents voted for you to Protect Rural Placer. Please protect us and vote NO on the Hidden
Falls expansion.
Thank you,
Jane Goddard
11400 Lone Star Road
Auburn, CA 95602

From: Shirlee Herrington <SHerring@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 1:40 PM
To: Janet Tarantino <jan_tarantino@sbcglobal.net>; Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>;
Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Environmental Coordination
Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert
<SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Ed BeDell <EBedell@placer.ca.gov>; Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>;
Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Judith Whitman <judie@jwhitman.net>; Mike & Jan Krug <mikekrug@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Response to Hidden Falls SDEIR ‐ TO BE ADMITTED AS EVIDENCE

Good Afternoon Ms. Tarantino,

Thank you for your interest in the subject project and for taking the time to provide comments, including
the Traffic Report prepared by Prism Engineering. This is to confirm that your comments have been
received. Also, you are now on our master email and/or USPS distribution list for the subject project and,
as such, you will receive updates and notifications of future opportunities for public participation and input.

Thanks.
................................................................................................................

Shirlee Herrington
Community Development Technician
Environmental Coordination Services
Placer County Community Development Resource Agency
3091 County Center Drive, Suite 190, Auburn, CA 95603
530-745-3089 fax 530-745-3080
................................................................................................................

From: Janet Tarantino <jan_tarantino@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 12:43 PM
To: Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors
<BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>;
Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Ed BeDell
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<EBedell@placer.ca.gov>; Shirlee Herrington <SHerring@placer.ca.gov>; Andy Fisher
<AFisher@placer.ca.gov>; Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Judith Whitman <judie@jwhitman.net>; Mike & Jan Krug <mikekrug@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Response to Hidden Falls SDEIR ‐ TO BE ADMITTED AS EVIDENCE

To Whom It May Concern:
Following please find a traffic report (available for viewing in
three different formats), prepared by Prism Engineering. This
document addresses the many deficiencies in the SDEIR related to
traffic and road conditions.

This professional and factual document is to be admitted as
evidence in the above matter.

PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT.

Traffic Review Report for KORS3.docx
Traffic Review Report for KORS3.pdf

The report can also be viewed using the below link.
Traffic Study and Videos for KORS in Placer County

Thank you in advance,

Janet Tarantino
Hm: (530)488-4460 | Cell:(650)218-0766
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From: Jean Piette <jean39.piette@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2020 5:17 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] HFRP Trail Network Expansion SDEIR

Attached please find our nine page review and conclusions on the SDEIR
Thank you for your attention
Sincerely, Jean and Jim Piette
May 18, 2020
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To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors, Planning
Commission, and Parks Division

From: Jean and James Piette, 5395 Bell Road, Auburn, CA 95602

Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion SDEIR

We have resided in Placer County for 47 years and are members of Protect Rural Placer (PRP). Our ten
acre property shares a property line with the Twilight Ride Access 50 Acre property. We have persisted
under extreme shelter in place conditions to study the subject of this communication. We are finding
that the conclusions and explanations in the SDEIR are inadequate and without the breadth and depth
of understanding and scope of the potential impacts on the people, environment, habitat, agriculture,
roads, and fire danger. The HFRP EIR previously issued was approved with limited and weak results and
used as the base for the SDEIR we are reviewing. We believe the approach and overlap has left the
results grossly inadequate.

Please refer to the attachments for several issues addressed, comments and our conclusion.

Piette SDEIR Attachment May 18, 2020
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4.0 Land Use and Agricultural Resources


Impact 4‐1 is based on an assumption that the introduction of increased numbers of visitors,
including hikers, bicyclists, equestrians, nature lovers, along with management plans will have
no need for mitigation measures. Previous reports regarding the Hidden Falls Regional Park and
the adjoining trails reveal the management and maintenance has been significantly missing.
Existing conflicts and past grievances are not documented as well as objections documented by
ranchers and private residents. There is no evidence of any collaboration and/or agreement
with the ranchers or private property owners. Surveys and elicited statements of support are
identified as Focus Groups and the residents, property owners, ranchers and farmers have not
been included in the favored groups.



Impact 4‐2 Project elements are assumed to be adequate to state no mitigation measures are
warranted. There are no reported findings to support the conclusion. “Project elements” are
once again recorded as the reason the plan is compatible with agricultural uses with increased
use by the public with nothing to support the claim.



Impact 4‐3 No mitigation measures warranted is documented without any approved minor use
permit (MUP) in place. It is stated that “the proposed project is consistent with existing plans,
policies, and regulations” before any of those impacted have any input. The existing policies
and plans are those in place prior to the 2010 HFRP EIR and are the basis for the expanded
project. This is not accurate or adequate for the SDEIR issued in 2020.



Impact 4‐4 No mitigation measures are warranted on an assumption that “future land uses” and
“existing roadway corridors” to remain in place and the “approval of a modified CUP” will
support the decision. There is nothing documented to support any of these claims that adjacent
agricultural land use would not be adversely affected. Where are the figures of the number of
visitors to the areas and their activities on the trails? Where is the evidence showing the people
who will be impacted, i.e., property owners, residents, homeowners, ranchers, farmers, renters,
wineries, had involvement in the proposals and planning? This impact is dependent on a
conditional use permit that is yet to be approved for the current SDEIR.

Section 4.0 of the SDEIR has conclusions and results based on assumptions, unsubstantiated claims and
projected future actions not approved and clearly does not justify approval.

Piette Attachment May 18, 2020

Section 5.0 Geology, Soils, and Seismicity
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Impact 5‐1 Erosion hazards is an area identified as potential erosion during construction as well
as over time through use and maintenance. Actions proposed are to “reduce the potential
impacts” that are not named. The watershed in question is important to everyone, not just us.
The documented steps to be taken and approvals obtained are vague and do not seem to
appreciate the size of the planned expansion. The number of people, who are (residents,
ranchers, farmers or agricultural animals) who will be impacted by the erosion hazards has been
lost in the rhetoric. Where are the figures and calculations considering the expected numbers of
visitors, vehicles, bicycles, animals and impact of specific activities that cause erosion?



Impact 5‐2 Naturally occurring asbestos as it relates to erosion resulting from construction is a
concern and is reported to be “less than significant” with a plan in place during construction.
The majority of these environmental items are addressed primarily as it relates to construction.
The impact of asbestos caused by hundreds of visitors to the park and trails on a daily schedule
are not considered as it relates to the people living in the local communities as well as the
visitors.



Impact 5‐3 regarding the location of a “potentially active” fault zone, the report has shown the
fault zone had been identified previously. The cost of the studies and costs relative to the
buildings and safety measures for the visitors to the area are not included in the report. This
identified geologic hazard along with erosion from construction and increased use by hundreds
of visitors is not calculated in dollars or risks. All property owners and all visitors have not been
informed of any risks of any kind or any financial burdens now or in the future and should be
made aware. Reports that minimize any aspect of a planned development are not tolerable.



Impact 5‐4 Landslides are reported to present no risk. It is noted with site alterations from
“construction of recreation facilities in the park and expansion project area” there could be
changes as a result of “site alterations”. It is concluded that the risk is considered low. It is a
concern when the risk is caused by the alterations caused from construction. That goes against
the usual efforts to eliminate risks. The question is why is it alright to move ahead with a
development when the construction causes risks of landslides as well as increases in the
pollution of water and air quality? Each of these impacts is being looked at individually and the
combined impacts are not mentioned.



Impact 5‐5 Wastewater Disposal Systems is reported the soil supports engineered septic
systems and will comply when properly engineered. This claim indicates the impact would be
less than significant. However, when Impact 11.0 Hydrology and Water Quality items are
reported it is a concern and that is not revealed in this Section. The added expense of
engineered septic systems is not included anywhere in the report. This requirement based on
the soil must be checked seriously. If the soil for this purpose requires special measures and the
possible health hazards to us and our community exists we want to know why the “less than
significant” decision was reached and the true impact.

Section 5.0 of the SDEIR includes safety issues, hazards and expenses that do not support approval.

Section 7.0 Visual Resources
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Impact 7‐1 Minimizes the visual impact based on short term construction activities as well as
changes from vegetation and tree removal being in areas ”not visible from most off‐site public
locations.” The focus is on construction and the impact is not taking the local residents into
consideration. Our home and property share a property line with the Twilight Ride Access site
of 50 acres where construction is going to include an added turning lane onto the site from Bell
Road, a driveway to a parking lot and trailhead access that will be our view. The plan is to drill
wells, install septic systems, construct restrooms and water fountains and troughs for horses, a
picnic area, and build two bridges. The “short term construction” claim is not reported in any
time frame and we ask what the projected time frame would be?
Impact 7‐2 The long‐term changes to visual resources is also in consideration of the public
visiting the park and trails acreage. There are no references to the residents who will be
impacted with the visual changes that have already started as of this date. Trees are being
removed along Bell Road and we will be forever impacted by those changes along with every
move being planned. The significance of the visual impacts to us and our community is not
reported.
Impact 7‐3 The visual changes the report describes as “improvements” at Garden Bar Road and
Curtola Ranch cannot easily be minimized as most other items are as the outcry from property
owners has already been expressed publicly and are documented. This and many other
impacts are found in several Sections with overlaps. In this case, it seems unworthy to not only
move forward when the impacts are significant to the visual changes, but, the removal of many
mature oak trees is being justified somehow. What is the justification?
Impact 7‐4 The increased light and glare is reported to be minimal and no mitigation measures
are needed. We have not read anything in the report that covers the impact of the lighting
referred to in terms of intensity or pollution in a specific location. There is nothing that refers to
the lights on vehicles or devices that visitors may use. Our view will be of vehicles arriving at
sunrise and leaving at sunset or later as is the case at the current Hidden Falls Regional Park.
What are the measures for intensity and glare as it relates to the Twilight Ride Access and
Trailhead location as well as other areas throughout the park and trails expansion? What is the

measure of the “existing surrounding lighting” being referenced in the plan? The reporting is
minimizing items, ignoring objections and reports expressed and reaching conclusions without
any supporting data.
Section 7.0 Visual Resources is severely limited in the coverage regarding all impacts reported. The
impacts all are based on the limited time frame of the construction being considered, the remote
locations being developed or maintained that are not visible to the public, the minimal impact of light
and glare while under construction. These explanations do not include any supporting data or any
considerations for the people who reside in the locations being impacted. The approval should not be
supported.
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Section 9.0 Air Quality







Impact 9.1 Short‐Term Emission of Criteria Air Pollutants and Precursors during Construction.
This impact showing no Mitigation Measures are warranted, is limited to construction and
does not include emissions from the increase in vehicles including hundreds and thousands of
visitors to the area with gas powered and diesel powered vehicles and the propane equipped
trailers and barbeques or other equipment not itemized anywhere.
Impact 9.2 Long‐Term, Regional Emissions of Criteria Air Pollutants and Ozone Precursors
Associated with Project Operations. The impact is reported as showing no Mitigation
Measures are warranted as it relates to Project Operations. There are no measures
considering the number of vehicles projected for the visitors and the equipment brought onto
the acreage.
Impact 9.3 Exposure of Sensitive Receptors to Emissions of Toxic Air Contaminants (TAC’S)
denies substantial emissions of tacs during park and project construction due to it being
temporary and of a distance resulting in rapid dissipation. This part of the item is limiting the
coverage to the period of construction of both the park and project while not considering the
period following those actions when the number of visitors to the areas being evaluated will
consist of hundreds and thousands increasing the emissions. The impact to those properties
located within two hundred feet of the park and project construction sites are also not
included in the measures. Our property is located about two hundred feet from the twilight
ride access acreage and that is not covered in any of the impacts in the report. The other part
of this impact is regarding exposure to workers and residents of asbestos during project
construction recorded as potentially significant. Both of these items include mitigation
measures but only as they relate to the limitations during construction. It is consistent in the
report that none of the measurements are considered as they relate to the increases in
transportation, visitors and activities and the impact on residents and animals. The measures

of emissions of all kinds are available for calculating the adverse impacts as increases in
vehicle travel and actions of people are counted. These measures should be projected.

Section 9.0 Air Quality continued





Page 6.

Impact 9.4 long‐term (local) mobile‐source emissions of carbon monoxide during project
operation reported as not requiring mitigation measures. As with other impacts the results
are based on the limited measures during project operation and do not consider impacts
relative to the planned increases in transportation, vehicle emissions, increases in people and
the activities in the park and on the trails.
Impact 9.5 exposure of sensitive receptors to odors. The odors being considered are diesel
exhaust emissions but only as they are from on‐site construction equipment. Mitigations
measures are not needed based on the emissions being intermittent during construction and
the rapid dissipation. As noted in other impacts, the measurements are needed regarding the
odors caused by the increased vehicle traffic in locations near residences and ranches with
animals.

SECTION 10 NOISE
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Impact 10.1 Short Term Construction Generated Noise Levels Exceeding County Standards.
The reported results on this impact of noise in excess of 70dBA compares the decibel level to
the County nighttime standard of 45dBA and concludes no mitigations are needed since the
construction is limited to daytime hours. The question is what is the County daytime standard
and how does that compare with the construction generated noise level in excess of 70dBA?
The sustained level of noise is not addressed and the length of the daytime construction and
noise level emission is not reported as needed. The decibel levels of the vehicles reported to be
entering the park and trails access points and parking in the parking lots is not calculated. The
decibel levels of the visitors entering the acreage including normal conversation, speaking on
cell phones, listening to music or playing musical instruments, or setting up/unhooking horse
trailers and reversing the activity, and other regular expected activities of visitors need to be
calculated.
Impact 10.2 Increases in Long‐Term (Operational) Noise Levels from Non‐transportation
Stationary and Area Sources is stated to be generated from maintenance activities. The
measure used for this figure is approximately 40 feet at the closest existing noise sensitive
receptor and is not considered sufficient to warrant mitigations. Considering maintenance
activities and not listing any of the activities involving vehicular, trailer, visitor actions and
interactions that are the focus of the construction and maintenance being planned is a measure
that is needed to address the park and trails development.
Impact 10.3 Increases in Transportation‐Related Noise Levels includes mitigation measures.
The short‐term construction traffic measure shows a 3dBA or greater increase in traffic noise
levels along area roadways. What is the final total when 3dBA is added to the noise impact?
The mitigation is to adjust the traffic allotted daytime hours as it relates to Impact 10.1 and a
3dBA or greater increase in traffic noise levels along area roadways. The confounding of
calculations does not fall within any standardized measures. What is the noise level emitted by
each defined vehicle, tractor, and power tools during the construction and maintenance and
the combined emission for noise and air quality? A normal conversation is 60dBA and a diesel
truck is 90dBA or more. The second mitigation for this impact refers back to Impact 10.2
reporting on the surface of the pavement to be used and the speed limit to be limited so as to
not exceed applicable Placer County noise standards while still increasing ambient noise in the



long‐term. The study does not effectively define or measure accurately the impacts in 10.1,
10.2 and 10.3 and the impacts need to studied and corrected or rejected.
Impact 10.4 Exposure of Persons to or Generation of Excessive Ground borne Vibrations or
Noise levels as they apply to “persons”. It is interesting that the limitations of each of the
Impacts are so concerning. Whether the omissions and considerations involving residents,
property owners, ranchers as well as anticipated visitors to the park and trails expansion, this
impact omits the animals including the cows, sheep, goats, horses, pigs, fowl and all wild/native
species. Many animals are hypersensitive to ground borne vibrations and/or noise levels as
well as other sensory impacts and have been recognized for their warnings of environmental
hazards and pending dangers. Where is the measure to report this area of concern?

Noise Impact is not adequately researched and does not report the adverse impact to the people who
reside in the access and expansion areas and have not been included in the study as well as the animals.
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Conclusions regarding Hidden Falls Regional Park Trail Network Expansion SDEIR
Our review of Sections 4.0, 5.0, 7.0, 9.0 and 10.0 represent our time allotment to this extensive report.
We have read and reviewed the entire report and our overall conclusions represent a complete
coverage. Our reviews and comments in the body of this paper are a part of our conclusion.
We oppose the approval and certification of the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trail Network Expansion
Subsequent Draft Environmental Impact Report in its entirety due to the following:









The SDEIR based on the previously approved 2010 HFRP Certified EIR shows new significant
impacts, a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant impacts and
adds new information of substantial importance. These known substantial and significant
impacts were the reason for pursuing the SDEIR in an attempt to present assumptions and
mitigations to achieve approval of the project.
The Big Hill lands and watersheds and natural habitat are threatened by the planned
development of this project.
The wildlife habitat is already threatened and further invasion will cause significant disruptions
that knowledgeable ecologists report cannot be repaired or replaced.
Changes and destruction of the oak woodland puts the resident property owners, ranchers and
even the public in danger from wildfires.
Increases in visitors/tourists/environmental enthusiasts/equestrians/bicyclists/hikers/in the
access points and park and trails expansions add a significant increase to the wildfire threat.
This is supported by past and recently occurring fires in locations very much like ours.
Wildfires are taken seriously by local people already mentioned, insurance companies, local fire
departments and environmental associations but not in the report supporting the development
of an area rated as a high fire hazard area and identified as a Wildland Urban Interface
threatening lives. The welfare and safety of the people is minimally considered and there is no
reference to evacuation plans. Section 16.0 reports the plans to be pursued to address the





“increased risk to human health….” Including measures taken in the development of the HFRP
that have been sorely and unsuccessfully developed. It is a dangerous plan repeating mistakes
and hazards putting people at risk and using tokens like a helicopter landing zone, a lightweight
rescue vehicle, water tanks and promises to promote fire safety while moving forward, if
approved, to expand a trail system impacting 6,000 residences and the occupants and hundreds
to thousands of visitors.
Water has been a concern for years and the depletion of our groundwater is not addressed as
the plans for expensive engineered septic systems and drilling of wells is included in the plans.
The use of facilities by hundreds and thousands of individuals is not even mentioned.
Placer County has long been recognized as an agricultural community and in support of ranchers
and the proposed changes and damage to the lands as well as the interference of people and
dangers posed to animals is not addressed seriously and even ignored.
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Conclusions continued
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Transportation is a large factor when reviewing every section of the SDEIR. The seriousness of
the impact on the roads, in the communities, to the environment is limited in the coverage. By
increasing the vehicle traffic in North Auburn on one busy day we estimate well over a thousand
vehicles on Bell, Cramer, Lone Star and possibly Joeger and Dry Creek coming off of Highway 49
according to the documented plan.
The vehicles will cause pollution including air quality, visual and auditory impacts which we have
delineated in our itemized review in this paper (Pages 4‐7). Pollution in all forms result from
vehicles and the people driving them including hazards to water, our streams and creeks and
flora and fauna.
The need for a County Park and added trails has been questioned and has not been shown to be
needed. Support for the trails has been based on surveys and claims that include specific focus
groups and have not included the property owners, residents, ranchers, farmers, wineries who
will be directly impacted by every negative reported. That group, not included, supports the
ongoing ecologically active Placer Land Trust management and interest in activities with
oversight. The Placer County project interest (reported in the SDEIR) encourages recreation,
limited supervised use of the lands, threats to public safety, indiscretion as it relates to those
who are local property owners and to the flora and fauna of the area. This has been witnessed
since the HFRP was opened. By studying the SDEIR the action must be on behalf of the people.
The significance of this conclusions is clearly delineated on every page of the report.

Based upon the information in the SDEIR and the assumptions made as well as the negative impacts to
our communities, we request that you reject this project. Our conclusion is to approve Alternative 1 in
the SDEIR.

Please include this correspondence as part of the permanent record.

Thank you,
Jean and Jim Piette
5395 Bell Road, Auburn, CA 95602
Protect Rural Placer

(530) 888‐1340

From: Jean Piette <jean39.piette@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 7, 2020 4:06 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Megan Wood <MWood@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Please include this request to the Public Comment input at the
September 8, 2020 Board of Supervisors meeting.
We regret not being able to attend the meetings you are scheduling
in your goal to proceed with the approval of the Hidden Falls Expansion
Project. We, and others, have requested delays and varied supports to
those of us who are challenged when asked to attend meetings and/or
to participate via the internet/virtual communication access, such as making hard copies of the
materials available. It is unrealistic to expect all of us to be technologically advanced as the county
establishment. It is a lack of understanding and compassion when you ignore and reject the conditions
and requests of those you represent.
We previously objected to the premature purchase of the Twilight Ride property next to our home and
recently objected to the premature intent to move forward with a conditional use permit before the
Final EIR is approved. We have consistently requested contacts and sharing of information and planned
actions and transparency with minimal or no response or acknowledgement. Today we note a sign
posted on 5345 Bell Road entry gate regarding the Development of the property. Once again we were
not given any prior notice of any kind.
We are requesting that the Project be postponed until such time as
the county residents and all members of the public in remote locations are able to participate in the
decision‐making process. We value the county operation that includes the Municipal Advisory Councils
and other parts of the organization and would like to see those groups and individuals
participating. Those in our community who are able to participate will attend. We do not consider this
an acceptable substitute to our participation but are being forced into a situation we are unable to
control. The county actions and decisions to move forward in the existing scheduling have suppressed
our rights to be directly involved.
Please include our communication in the permanent record. Thank you for your attention.
Sincerely,
James and Jean Piette
530‐888‐1340

5395 Bell Road, Auburn, Ca 95602

From: Jean Piette <jean39.piette@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 11:08 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] HFRP Trails Expansion Project

Attached, please find our letter regarding the project referenced. We ask that you add this to the
permanent file.

Thank you, James and Jean Piette

September 3. 2020
Placer County Board of Supervisors Gustafson, Holmes, Gore, Weygandt, Uhler
BOS@placer.ca.gov
Re: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project (HFRP)
It is with extreme anger and indignation that we are contacting you to express our objection to the
flagrant and outright arrogance the Placer County Parks Department demonstrated today by posting a
sign on the Twilight Ride Property for the notice of a Development Proposal Pending for the HFRP item
noted above. Once again, disregard for the residents by not reaching out, notifying us of the decision to
pursue a plan not yet approved, shows the ongoing intent to ignore the rights of the people. Mr. Fisher
assured us early on that the Twilight Ride property would not be purchased until the SEIR was approved.
The unethical actions were appalling then and the current actions are appalling.
We must express our ongoing concerns regarding this project due to the direct impact it will have on us
and our neighbors. We are at risk, due to our location, of the extreme wildfire risk and have not seen
any acceptable measures or mitigations suggested that will resolve this concern. We have not seen the
necessary actions needed including funding for management and maintenance of existing parks and
trails to assure safety for all. Minimal road paving is not what is needed to address what is necessary to
assure residents and others to have safe ingress and egress on dangerous, narrow roads with excess
traffic during emergencies.
Our concerns include the impact the project will have on our rural lifestyles, the ranching and
agriculture that has been in place and successful for many life times. Our current economic situation
due to the pandemic is not resolved and, even though we are what is a wealthy County, there are needs
not addressed including first responders and small businesses that are struggling. Being a rural County
many of us are limited regarding access issues and tech support. While all of this is happening, we have
seen a rush in the County to push forward plans and projects without consideration for transparency,

for open communication with County residents and providing necessary materials for all to access prior
to any finalization. We continue to ask for these very basic needs.
We ask that you seriously consider our situation and include us and our neighbors in the decision‐
making process.

Sincerely,
James and Jean Piette

Protect Rural Placer

5395 Bell Road, Auburn, CA 95602

(530) 888‐1340

From: Jean Piette <jean39.piette@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 3, 2020 11:08 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] HFRP Trails Expansion Project

Attached, please find our letter regarding the project referenced. We ask that you add this to the
permanent file.

Thank you, James and Jean Piette

September 3. 2020
Placer County Board of Supervisors Gustafson, Holmes, Gore, Weygandt, Uhler
BOS@placer.ca.gov
Re: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project (HFRP)
It is with extreme anger and indignation that we are contacting you to express our objection to the
flagrant and outright arrogance the Placer County Parks Department demonstrated today by posting a
sign on the Twilight Ride Property for the notice of a Development Proposal Pending for the HFRP item
noted above. Once again, disregard for the residents by not reaching out, notifying us of the decision to
pursue a plan not yet approved, shows the ongoing intent to ignore the rights of the people. Mr. Fisher
assured us early on that the Twilight Ride property would not be purchased until the SEIR was approved.
The unethical actions were appalling then and the current actions are appalling.
We must express our ongoing concerns regarding this project due to the direct impact it will have on us
and our neighbors. We are at risk, due to our location, of the extreme wildfire risk and have not seen
any acceptable measures or mitigations suggested that will resolve this concern. We have not seen the
necessary actions needed including funding for management and maintenance of existing parks and
trails to assure safety for all. Minimal road paving is not what is needed to address what is necessary to
assure residents and others to have safe ingress and egress on dangerous, narrow roads with excess
traffic during emergencies.
Our concerns include the impact the project will have on our rural lifestyles, the ranching and
agriculture that has been in place and successful for many life times. Our current economic situation
due to the pandemic is not resolved and, even though we are what is a wealthy County, there are needs
not addressed including first responders and small businesses that are struggling. Being a rural County
many of us are limited regarding access issues and tech support. While all of this is happening, we have
seen a rush in the County to push forward plans and projects without consideration for transparency,

for open communication with County residents and providing necessary materials for all to access prior
to any finalization. We continue to ask for these very basic needs.
We ask that you seriously consider our situation and include us and our neighbors in the decision‐
making process.

Sincerely,
James and Jean Piette

Protect Rural Placer

5395 Bell Road, Auburn, CA 95602

(530) 888‐1340

From: Jean Piette <jean39.piette@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 5, 2020 1:46 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Final SEIR
To Supervisors Gustafson, Holmes, Gore, Weygandt, Uhler:
I received the notice regarding the availability of the Plan and am not able to
access it online. We continue to shelter in place during the ongoing pandemic
due to our health status and would need a pre‐arranged way to pick up a copy.
We are requesting that a copy be available for us as we are realizing the time
frame for this process is severely limited.
Please be aware that as seniors and residents of the North Auburn community
that we are in a situation that limits our ability to address this critically important
action. This is not the first time we have asked that you consider the people in
the plans you are developing.
Your rush to achieve your goals continues to work against us. The least you can
do is make the plan accessible. A more considerate move would be to change
your time frame and recognize the role we should have in the overall process.
Please acknowledge this request and advise as to your decisions in addressing
our needs.
Sincerely,
James and Jean Piette

5395 Bell Road, Auburn, Ca. 95602

530‐888‐1340

From: Sabrina Nash <sabrina.nash@ymail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 2:46 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter submission for Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR

Hello,
Attached please find subject letter in response to the DSEIR. Please acknowledge
receipt.
Thank you.
Sabrina Nash on Behalf of Jim & Sally Otto

From: Jan Tarantino <jan.tarantino339@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2020 10:02 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy Gustafson
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Environmental Coordination Services
<CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>; PCSO Administration
<PCSOAdmin@placer.ca.gov>; Valerie McGuire <VMcGuire@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Robert Weygandt <RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>; Shanti Landon <SLandon@placer.ca.gov>; Jim Holmes
<JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>; Bonnie Gore
<BonnieGore@placer.ca.gov>; Landon Wolf <LandonWolf@placer.ca.gov>; Kirk Uhler
<KUhler@placer.ca.gov>; Ashley Brown <ANBrown@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna
<KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] HIDDEN FALLS REGIONAL PARK (HPRF) EXPANSION DSEIR
Attached please find a letter from Mr. Joe Parisi dated July 21, 2020 which he authored and would like
admitted into evidence as it relates to the subject above. The attachment referred to in the 7/21/20 letter, dated
May 19.2020 is also attached.
Thank you for taking the time to review and document Mr. Parisi's concerns regarding this critical issue.

INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTED AS EVIDENCE
TO:
Placer County Board of Supervisors, BOS@placer.ca.gov, Cindy Gustafson
cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov, Placer County Planning Commission scolbert@placer.ca.gov,
Community Resource Development Agency, cdraecs@placer.ca.gov, Placer County Parks Division
afisher@placer.ca.gov, Placer County Clerk’s Office mwood@placer.ca.gov, Placer County Sherriff
pcsoadmin@placer.ca.gov, vmcguire@placer.ca.gov, County/Cal Fire (please forward)
CC: Robert Weygandt <RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>; Shanti Landon <SLandon@placer.ca.gov>; Jim
Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>; Bonnie Gore
<BonnieGore@placer.ca.gov>; Landon Wolf <LandonWolf@placer.ca.gov>; Kirk Uhler
<KUhler@placer.ca.gov>; Ashley Brown <ANBrown@placer.ca.gov>, Kelly McCaughna
<KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>
FROM:

Joe Parisi, 8860 Auburn Valley Road, Auburn, CA 95602 (jpari5@aol.com)

DATE:

21 July 2020

SUBJ:

HIDDEN FALLS REGIONAL PARK (HPRF) EXPANSION DSEIR

Thank you taking the time to review and document my concerns regarding the above subject.
This amendment to Reference (a) document is submitted because of the time constraint of Reference
(a), and additional significant and critical concerns with the subject that I believe must also be disclosed.
WILDFIRE EMERGENCY SAFETY EVACUATION PROBLEM
1. The subject unconscionably omits that Placer County identifies wildfire as the highest
risk/hazard in the area, and is ranked as the highest priority of SIGNIFIGANCE by Placer County,
and since the possibility is ranked as LIKELY, with the potential ranked a CATASTROPHIC,
roadway conditions should be of the highest priority; however, the County knows, has
identified, can foresee, and intends to access HFRP via Auburn Valley Road and Curtola Ranch
Driveway/Road.
2. Auburn Valley Road is land belonging to the Auburn Valley Property Owners Association as a
private road within the subdivision. It connects to Bell Road in the North and is not a through
road, ending at the Golf Course in the South. The road was not intended, designed, or built for
street or highway public access. It was intended, designed, and built as a private road for
Subdivision Lot owners, with rights of ingress and egress to the Lot Owners, their licensees,
visitors, tenants, and servants. Additionally, the road was intended, designed, and built to
support the Subdivision normal and winter storm water flows, and not for street or highway
public access, or an additional 560 public vehicle daily use/burden. Curtola Ranch
Road/Driveway is a private road, converted driveway 700’ long, consisting of four (4) parcels on
(7) seven acres. It connects Auburn Valley Road in the East and after 700’ extends west on a
one-way dirt and gravel road to farm and residential property. It was intended, designed, and
built for only four (4) parcel owners and farm maintenance and management personnel, NOT for
street or highway public access - - - or 560 public vehicle daily use/burden.

Reference (a): Telephone conference call, same topic, dated March 19, 2020 and my follow-up document
submitted as evidence dated May 19, 2019 (attached).

INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTED AS EVIDENCE
3. The subject documents and existing dam, where staging locations at each end of the one lane
road section exists, but neglects to document the other existing dam, known as the Otto dam.
The Otto Pond, dam and Curtola Ranch Road/Driveway are on the four parcels of private
property. The Otto dam is one of fourteen (14) subdivision and golf course water system manmade ponds, intended, designed and built for water flow from pond-to-pond, through and
under the Otto dam, pond and Curtola Ranch Road/Driveway to ponds on the Golf Course back
nine. It was not intended, designed, or built for street or highway public access, or an additional
560 public vehicle daily use per day. Only for Subdivision Lot, Parcel Owner, Farm and Resident
vehicle use.
The subject does NOT disclose the road and dam geographic impact, potential necessary
additional road improvements, street and highway public use and impact to the dam that holds
back 5.2 acres, average depth of 11’, and is estimated to have a depth of 25’-30’ of water in this
section of the road that is a threat to life and residences, existing within 75’ of the dam.
4. Additionally, wildfire evacuations from Curtola Ranch Road and Auburn Valley Road will be
constrained by other local area roads merging onto Bell Road (chokepoints); Lone Star Road, Big
Hill Road, Cramer Road, Hubbard Road and Joeger Road, combined with all of the roads having
serious geographic issues, resulting in impacts that are potentially blocking emergency wildfire
response personnel and catastrophic to life itself.
Overlay the Paradise Camp Fire on Curtola Ranch/Driveway, Auburn Valley Road to Bell Road wildfire
evacuations, then consider 1, 2, 3, and 4 above with an additional 560 vehicles (including trucks and
horse trailers), thereby increasing the evacuation time during the 49er fire from the 1.5 hour previous
evacuation to an increase of approximately three hours evacuation time. Result: most likely loss of
Placer County Residents’ lives and damage to Placer County Residents’ property that appears to not be
relevant enough to be included in the subject – or to the Placer County Board of Supervisors, Planning
Commission, Community Resource Development Agency or the Parks Division.
Respectfully submitted,

Joe Parisi
Joe Parisi
/JP

Reference (a): Telephone conference call, same topic, dated March 19, 2020 and my follow-up document
submitted as evidence dated May 19, 2019 (attached).

INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTEED AS EVIDENCE

TO:

Placer County Board of Supervisors, Placer County Planning Commission,
Community Resource Development Agency, Placer County Parks Division

FROM:

Joe Parisi, 8860 Auburn Valley Road, Auburn, CA 95602 (jpari5@aol.com)

SUBJ: HIDDEN FALLS REGIONAL PARK EXPANSION DSEIR
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The subject documents state that “County access via Auburn Valley Road is provided
by an offer of public dedication that the County has not accepted to date”.
This belief is based on a County staff document, dated November 2016, that “indicates
that Auburn Valley Road and two other roads, are privately owned, with the title of said
roads reserved to the undersigned, its assigns and successors to be held until such
time as the County of Placer may permit, require, or request that said roads be
dedicated to the County, at which time the undersigned or the successors in interest
shall so dedicate the same”. “By this statement, fee title to Auburn Valley Road was
held by Auburn Valley Corporation”, and “clearly identifies the intention to dedicate the
road to Placer County”.
Title Right and Access to Auburn Valley Road
•

•

November 2016: County staff documented in two documents that the County
believes delineate our easement rights over Auburn Valley Road and Curtola
Ranch Road. Easements #1998-0047099 and #1998-0047100.
Current 2020: The DSEIR documents “the County access via Auburn Valley
Road is provided by an offer of public dedication that the County has not
accepted to date”.

The above County document is accurate in that said roads be dedicated to the County,
and fee title to Auburn Valley Road was held by Auburn Valley Corporation,
HOWEVER, the statements were taken from a contract, the PLAT, between Auburn
Valley Corporation, Lawrence Curtola and Placer County dated April 1961.
•

•

•

The DSEIR states, as fact, that access via Auburn Valley Road is provided by an
offer of public dedication. That dedication was fact in April 1961 and founded on
the belief of Auburn Valley Corporation, Lawrence Curtola and the County
working together in the late 1950’s to create a Golf Course and Subdivision Golf
Community, and that the Subdivision would hook up its water, sewer and roads
to the County water, sewer and roads.
In April 1961, the Auburn Valley Corporation, Lawrence Curtola and the County
entered into a contract, the PLAT, to accomplish building the golf course and
developing the subdivision, however, the County chose not to participate in the
water, sewer or road projects.
The Auburn Valley Corporation and the undersigned had NO involvement with
the County related to the PLAT after an advisory committee, consisting of the
County of Placer, Auburn Valley Corporation, Subdivision Developers, AVG,
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INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTEED AS EVIDENCE

•

Auburn Valley Service Corporation and Community Members, that had monthly
meetings for five (5) years to connect the Subdivision to water, sewer and roads,
was terminated in the early 1990’s. The County was paid for their Committee
work. The committee was authorized by the Board of Supervisors in 1988.
After at least ten (10) years of no related involvement with the County and
repeated refusals to have any commitment to subdivision road projects, the
Auburn Valley Corporation, at the request of Auburn Valley Property Owners
Association, in 2005, QUITCLAIMED Auburn Valley Road to the Auburn Valley
Property Owners Association – the only other and current title holder of the land
described as Auburn Valley Road – as shown on that certain map entitled
“Auburn Valley Subdivision Unit No. 1”.

It appears that in 2005 the county was no longer an Auburn Valley Corporation,
Lawrence Curtola presumed beneficiary, and the Auburn Valley Property Owner’s
Association, Inc. has not entered into any agreement with the County related to Wedge
Way (currently Estates Drive/Estates Court), Fairway Court or Auburn Valley Road.
•

The DSEIR does NOT address what obligations, necessary and required, to
bring the roads up to County standards; e.g. the costs of normal maintenance
and repairs caused by winter storms, road flooding and erosion, {through a
designed water controlled system designed for a golf course and 145 residential
lots}. NOT for an additional 560 vehicles per day and the obligations the County
would have if WEDGE WAY, FAIRWAY COURT and AUBURN VALLEY ROAD
were dedicated to the County.

Private Auburn Valley Road and Public Use
•

•

In the PLAT documents the County and Auburn Valley Corporation agreed that
“this map and subdivision does NOT dedicate any portion of this tract for street or
highway purposes and the parcels of land laying within the boundaries of
WEDGE WAY, FAIRWAY COURT and AUBURN VALLEY ROAD and are so
designated upon the map within the title of said roads reserved to the
undersigned, its assigns and successors”.
NOTE: The California Vehicle Code documents that:
➢ “Street or highway are publicly maintained and for use by the public. Road or
Driveway are privately maintained and or use by property owner or persons
approved by the property owner”.
➢ privately owned and maintained roads “include roads owned and maintained
by a city, county or district that are NOT dedicated to use by the public for
purposes of vehicular traffic
Rights of ingress and egress over the above roads are hereby granted to the
future lot owners of the subdivision, their licensees, visitors, tenants, and
servants”.
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INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTEED AS EVIDENCE

•

“Rights of way and easements are hereby granted as follows: (A), (B), (C), D),
(E), to the appropriate company, corporation, association of Public Body for the
installation of maintenance and for anchorage of poles for overhead wires, cables
or conduits with the right to trim or remove trees therein necessary”.
NOTE:
➢ The years of the Auburn Valley Corporation, Lawrence Curtola and the
County working together to create a Subdivision and Golf Course, and then
entering into a contract, the PLAT, to assure it would be a Golfing community
with private roads for the Lot Owners and not for street or highway public use.
➢ The above excerpts from the California Vehicle Code and the PLAT,
combined with the county refusing to participate with Subdivision developers
to work on Unit No. 1, Unit No. 2 and Unit #3 road projects, as was the intent
of Lawrence Curtola, and the QUITCLAIM DEED, establishes beyond a
reasonable doubt that the County has NO claim for public use of WEDGE
WAY, FAIRWAY COURT or AUBURN VALLEY ROAD.

WHY does the DSEIR not disclose the improvements necessary and required to bring
the three roads up to Placer County standards, the costs of maintenance and repairs of
the roads caused by only 145 residential lots and the golf course that will be burdened
by an additional 560 vehicles per day. Seven days a week!
The 2018-19 winter storms caused the Homeowner’s Association to spend ~ $87,829
on flooding of Auburn Valley Road, the common areas, Auburn Valley lot owner’s
property as well as repairing the continuing erosion of Auburn Valley Road.

WHY does the DSEIR not disclose the critical geographic and physical limitations of
Auburn Valley Road and the associated costs and actions necessary to remedy them:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Few shoulder or emergency pull over areas; its narrow, winding and has many blind
spots, a deep and wide normal and winder storm runoff ditch at the pavements edge
running all the way from Upper Valley Road to the beginning of the Otto pond
No adequate lighting for night travel conditions
No cell phone service to summon emergency responders
No double stripes
No shoulders for bike lanes for the 3’ clearance required by law (and for which
motorists are obligated to give to bikes)
Extremely rare presence of police personnel (sheriff or CHP)
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INFORMATION TO BE SUBMITTEED AS EVIDENCE

WHY dies the DSEIR not disclose the projected impact of an additional 560 vehicles
(including truck and horse trailers) trips on a single busy day, and additionally the man
made Otto pond and dam that was designed to accept normal water flow from the
subdivision and golf course north/east down through, into and under, the manmade dam
that borders the edge of Curtola Ranch Driveway, the damage to private property on
Curtola Ranch Driveway and the dam when construction to bring the driveway to
County standards – and to a dam not designated to withstand street or highway public
use of 560 vehicles per day?
Respectfully submitted,

Joe Parisi
/jp
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From: John Lounsbery <john.lounsbery@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 8:09 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
The proposed expansion or improvements to Hidden Falls is simply spreading equal
or greater pain to other communities. The current problems in the adjacent
community with disrespect for property owners is rampant and that community
needs relief. Spreading that grief to other communities without sufficient
accommodations for park users is committing the same mistake once again. The
perceived thinking appears to be that more access would reduce the pressure on
the current neighborhood. This is not the case. The Parks purpose is to increase
usage/attendance. Expansion and increased access will not reduce the pain on the
neighborhoods, just increase the number of neighborhoods suffering from park
users abuse. THe proposed increase in patronage is far greater than the proposed
infrastructure improvements can accommodate.
I encourage you to solve one problem before creating multiple new
problems. Consider spending the money on purchasing the properties under siege
and using those properties for infrastructure improvements.

From: Judith Whitman <judie@jwhitman.net>
Sent: Friday, May 15, 2020 6:05 PM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Janet Tarantino <jan_tarantino@sbcglobal.net>; Cindy
Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Placer
County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Mike & Jan Krug <mikekrug@gmail.com>; Jackie Caswell <thecaswells1@comcast.net>; Michael Lake
<northslope@att.net>; Carolyn Clair <carolyn.clair@yahoo.com>; Diane Peterson
<dianecrew@mac.com>; Kaylene Hallberg <kayhallberg2@aol.com>; Frank & Betty Noey
<franknoey@gmail.com>; Donna Biles <dkbiles@att.net>; eric.moss <eric.moss@att.net>; Judy Isaman
<jgisaman@aol.com>; Jane Wurst <jawurst@yahoo.com>; Tim O’Leary <toleary69@sbcglobal.net>; Bob
Mantz <bobmantz@gmail.com>; Lydia Schrader <schradermd@icloud.com>; copperstar28@gmail.com
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] URGENT! May 14th Planning Commission Hearing Update
Ms. Colbert, Supervisor Gustafson and Ms. McCaughna – I would like to report to you on the conduct of
last night’s Planning Commission meeting. Specifically, the audio system used to broadcast the callers
was terrible and resulted in those of us listening not being able to hear many of the callers and the
important points they were making. Those comments were simply unintelligible and it appeared from
the look on the reporters face that the people in the hearing room were also unable to understand what
the callers were saying. This problem should have been anticipated and resolved with a better sound
system long before the hearing was conducted.
Further, it does not appear that anyone who did not make an advance reservation was able to get
through to voice their thoughts. Although the below email assured us that everyone would get a chance
to speak, that simply did not happen. It seems clear that no one is really interested in what those who
oppose the project have to say.
When comparing the callers in favor of the project to those opposed to it, opponents outnumbered
proponents almost 3 to 1 (13 in favor; 30 opposed) with many of the proponents living outside of
Auburn. While I would hope that would be impactful, I suspect it will not be. For the most part, the
proponents did not offer any facts or evidence to support their positions – they simply want to recreate
in our area. While the opponents presented fact‐driven information specifically related to the Draft
SEIR, I wonder how much that will matter since it seems the County is determined to push this project
through regardless of its adverse impact on many of the communities in our area. The caller from
Roseville made a valid point – why are all of the County’s tax dollar for parks, etc. being spent on this
project when there are so many promised but not provided parks, sports fields, playgrounds and the like
in other Placer County cities.
It is extremely disappointing to watch our County be managed in this one‐sided, prejudicial fashion.
Judith Whitman

From: Judith Whitman
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 11:26 AM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Janet Tarantino <jan_tarantino@sbcglobal.net>; Cindy
Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Placer
County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Mike & Jan Krug <mikekrug@gmail.com>; Jackie Caswell <thecaswells1@comcast.net>; Michael Lake

<northslope@att.net>; Carolyn Clair <carolyn.clair@yahoo.com>; Diane Peterson
<dianecrew@mac.com>; Kaylene Hallberg <kayhallberg2@aol.com>; Frank & Betty Noey
<franknoey@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] URGENT! May 14th Planning Commission Hearing Update
This explanation only creates further confusion – it was no mystery that the content of this hearing
would generate many callers – why did Placer County wait until 3 days before the hearing to address
that issue? And why was it not explained that either call in method would be acceptable? It seems clear
that the intent was to create confusion and uncertainty which it definitely did. Postponing this hearing
so the entire notice issue and call in instructions can be properly circulated and clarified is critical –
anything less points to a clear decision on the part of the County to exclude vital comments about this
significant issue.

From: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 9:48 AM
To: Janet Tarantino <jan_tarantino@sbcglobal.net>; Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>;
Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors
<BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Judith Whitman <judie@jwhitman.net>; Mike & Jan Krug <mikekrug@gmail.com>; Jackie Caswell
<thecaswells1@comcast.net>; Michael Lake <northslope@att.net>; Carolyn Clair
<carolyn.clair@yahoo.com>; Diane Peterson <dianecrew@mac.com>; Kaylene Hallberg
<kayhallberg2@aol.com>; Frank & Betty Noey <franknoey@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] URGENT! May 14th Planning Commission Hearing Update
Good Morning Folks,
The call-in number hasn’t changed – the County IT has offered another option: the
ability to make a reservation to make a comment. The original number is still to be
used, but only has the capacity for 20 callers at a time. Our operators will be answering
calls on the original number as well as calling ‘reserved’ commenters (new number
distributed and posted yesterday) and transferring them into the hearing
room. Anticipating the possible hundreds of telephonic commenters and the frustration
of being on hold for hours, this option was created to ease the bottle neck and benefit
the public.
Be well ~
Sue Colbert
Senior Board / Commission Clerk
(530) 745-3113 | scolbert@placer.ca.gov

From: Janet Tarantino <jan_tarantino@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 7:44 AM
To: Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>;
Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Janet Tarantino <jan_tarantino@sbcglobal.net>; Judith Whitman <judie@jwhitman.net>; Mike & Jan
Krug <mikekrug@gmail.com>; Jackie Caswell <thecaswells1@comcast.net>; Michael Lake
<northslope@att.net>; Carolyn Clair <carolyn.clair@yahoo.com>; Diane Peterson
<dianecrew@mac.com>; Kaylene Hallberg <kayhallberg2@aol.com>; Frank & Betty Noey

<franknoey@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] URGENT! May 14th Planning Commission Hearing Update

Cindy/Kelly/Sue:
This is absolutely absurd and will result in unplanned, limited
participation. I am on Supervisor Gustafson's list and have
been very active on the Hidden Falls topic (including a F2F
meeting with Supervisor Gustafson at the site - and did not
receive this notice! It is imperative everyone on this lists
noted by Sue Colbert PLUS all 6,000 individuals who received
earlier notices by mail regarding the Hidden Falls topic be
advised of this last minute change - or the meeting MUST be
postponed. The change constitutes minimal notice to a limited
number of people which is is not legal or acceptable. Please
immediately remedy this situation.
Respectfully,
Janet Tarantino
Auburn Valley
----- Forwarded Message ----From: Judith Whitman <judie@jwhitman.net>
To: Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna <kmccaughna@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Michael Krug <mikekrug@gmail.com>; jan_tarantino@sbcglobal.net <jan_tarantino@sbcglobal.net>;
MM L <northslope@att.net>; Carolyn Clair <carolyn.clair@yahoo.com>; Tim O’Leary
<toleary69@sbcglobal.net>; Frank Noey <franknoey@gmail.com>; Jackie Caswell
<jackiefcaswell@gmail.com>; Caswell Peter & Jackie <pmcaswell@comcast.net>; Caswell Peter &
Jackie <thecaswells1@comcast.net>; kayhallberg2@aol.com <kayhallberg2@aol.com>; Kaylene
Hallberg Ed and <drehallberg33@aol.com>; Kaylene Hallberg <dredmondo@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2020, 5:42:59 PM PDT
Subject: FW: May 14th Planning Commission Hearing Update

Ladies --- this just came in – I do not know who else received it. However, this instruction for how to
participate in the call-in portion of the meeting is completely different from what we have been told and
what was stated in the agenda for the meeting, which was posted a few days ago, and the
correspondence from Shirlee Herrington dated May 8th. The County could not have made this any more
confusing if it had tried – this meeting is never going to be acceptable since the instructions for
participating are so confusing and conflicting. Let’s get it straight – this is an important matter for many
of us and we are entitled to have fair hearing. I think the notice below, if it must be followed as to the
way to call-in, has to be sent to all persons in the community who have a right to attend this meeting and
speak at it. It may be too late for a mailing for 6000 community members – perhaps this meeting needs to
be continued until proper notice has been given.

Please let me know how you intend to address this serious issue.

Thank you, Judith Whitman

From: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 11, 2020 2:09 PM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Shirlee Herrington <SHerring@placer.ca.gov>; Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; Leigh
Chavez <LChavez@placer.ca.gov>; Kara Conklin <KConklin@placer.ca.gov>; EJ Ivaldi
<EJIvaldi@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: May 14th Planning Commission Hearing Update

PLANNING COMMISSION
If you wish to listen to the Planning Commission Hearing ONLY, please dial 1+
(619) 483-4068 and enter I.D. 223370375#.

Online public participation for the
May 14th Planning Commission Meeting
4:00 p.m. Start Time
5:00 p.m. Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Item
Published May 11, 2020
UPDATE: For the Thursday, May 14th hearing - Make a reservation for Public Comment by calling
the Placer County Planning Commission Public Comment Line (530) 886-1810. Leave your name,
phone number and item you wish to provide public comment on. Staff will contact you to verify
your sign up; you will be called during the meeting proceedings to provide comments for the
relevant item.
Best regards,

Sue Colbert
LISTS:

Hidden Falls(2)

Hidden Falls Homeowner’s
Hidden Falls
CEQA Noticing – All Projects

Sue Colbert
Senior Board / Commission Clerk
Community Development Resource Agency
Planning Services Division
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 745-3113 | (530) 745-3080 fax | scolbert@placer.ca.gov

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking
action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator
in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data.
Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.

From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 6:53 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; jawurst@yahoo.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion Project, May 14 Public Meeting SDEIR
Comments
Good Evening Planning Commission Members and Guests, and thank you Lisa Carnahan for
the Parks Department’s presentation about the proposed expansion.
Of the 72, Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures identified, 69 of these were
labeled LTS or Less than significant after mitigation. Three were labeled SU. I can only
guess that SU most likely represents Significantly Unavoidable since this abbreviation is
missing from the table key.
For quick reference Table 2-1 Summary of Project Impacts and Mitigation Measures, Pages
2-9 and 2-20, Impact Items 7-3, 8-3, and Transportation and Circulation Impacts are
labeled SU. The table key lists only LTS = Less than significant and PS = Potentially
significant.
If I was the Parks Department, I would give my consultants a pat on the back for this
outstanding report that scores their plan a 94 percent. A plan almost 20 years in the making
without stakeholder input. That stakeholder being the 6,000 families that will be impacted
by this proposed expansion.
From day one of hearing about this expansion, I as a stakeholder of this project have made
suggestions at MAC meetings, Planning meetings, Parks meetings, and BOS meetings about
how to mitigate the environmental, financial, safety, and human impacts. Not once was I or
any of the members of Protect Rural Placer contacted by AECOM to provide evidence and
specific information through personal observation and local personal knowledge about the
proposed expansion area and asked to contribute to this report.
The 2020 California Environmental Quality Act, Statute and Guidelines states in:
CHAPTER 3: GUIDELINES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
Article 7. EIR Process
Section15087. Public Review of Draft EIR (page 174)
(g) To make copies of EIRs available to the public, Lead Agencies should furnish copies of
draft EIRs to public library systems serving the area involved. Copies should also be
available in offices of the Lead Agency.
Due to the physical closure of our libraries and Placer County offices on March 17 from the
County’s Sheltering in Placer Order, I am requesting that this SDEIR does not go
immediately for certification when it is updated with new information that address the issues
raised this evening and during the comment period that runs through May 20.
My request also includes that all 6,000 families receive a mailed notification that a revised
version is available for 60 days so a thorough review of the new information may be made
by the stakeholders and addressed at MAC, Planning, Park and BOS meetings.
Please accept my comments this evening as part of this meeting’s permanent record.

Respectfully submitted,
Judy Isaman
Protect Rural Placer, Steering Committee
judy isaman
jgisaman@aol.com
916.698.1055

From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 4, 2020 1:37 PM
To: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; Ken Grehm <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County
Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; jawurst@yahoo.com; judie@jwhitman.net
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame
Hello Andy,
Last week during the request to the BOS to amend the AECOM contract, you had mentioned that the
responses to the DSEIR may be completed by Fall. With this information I began to wonder if a schedule
of activities had been drafted, and if so, am requesting a copy of that schedule (similar to my June 28
request which follows).
Also, about the request to amend the contract – while we are aware of the overwhelming response to
the DSEIR it was also mentioned that there were changes to CEQA that had to be met too. “Changes to
CEQA” is a very broad statement. If you (or perhaps someone from AECOM) would please be specific
and detail those CEQA changes from 2018 to now and provide this information to PRP, we would be very
appreciative.
Thank you,
Judy
Please excuse iSpelling
Begin forwarded message:
From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Date: June 28, 2020 at 11:53:58 AM PDT
To: "afisher@placer.ca.gov" <afisher@placer.ca.gov>, "lcarnaha@placer.ca.gov"
<lcarnaha@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: "KGrehm@placer.ca.gov" <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>, "jawurst@yahoo.com"
<jawurst@yahoo.com>, "cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov"
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>, "jholmes@placer.ca.gov"
<jholmes@placer.ca.gov>, "judie@jwhitman.net" <judie@jwhitman.net>
Subject: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame
Reply-To: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Hi Andy and Lisa,
Everyone involved in this project is aware that compiling the above mentioned report took a bit longer
than expected (refer to attached next steps document from June 2018).
Now that it has been over a month month since the close of the public comment period, Protect Rural
Placer is curious about the timeline and activities that will be taking place before this is an action item on
the BOS agenda.

Please provide us with your current projected timeline which includes activities and dates.
Thank you,
Judy
judy isaman
jgisaman@aol.com
916.698.1055

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the
recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited
and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast
Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your
human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.

From: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 1:35 PM
To: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Cc: Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; Ken Grehm <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County
Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; jawurst@yahoo.com; judie@jwhitman.net; Kelly
McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy
Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Mark Rideout <MRideout@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] 3rd Request: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame
Judy, we have not determined a final schedule for meetings leading up to the requested adoption of the
final SEIR since we have not finished producing the final document for circulation. There will be a
minimum 10‐day circulation of the final document prior to public meetings, and we will let you know as
soon as the final document is ready for review. We will also let you know as soon as the public meetings
are scheduled.
Concerning the changes to CEQA guidelines, the two major areas of change were 1) information on
wildfire, that was formerly discussed as a section within the chapter on Public Services, has now been
expanded into a stand‐alone Wildfire chapter, and 2) traffic analysis, that was previously based on level
of service impacts, is now analyzed on the basis of vehicle miles traveled. In our case, given the timing
in the midst of the traffic analysis transition, we performed both types of analysis.
Andy Fisher, Parks Administrator
Placer County | Department of Public Works | Parks and Grounds Division
Address 3091 County Center Drive, Suite 220, Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 889-6819 office | (530) 613-5568 cell | (530) 889-6809 fax | placer.ca.gov

From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 10:40 AM
To: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; Ken Grehm <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County
Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; jawurst@yahoo.com; judie@jwhitman.net; Cindy Gustafson
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna
<KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 3rd Request: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame
Hi Andy,
At the North Auburn Town Hall on August 19, Supervisor Gustafson mentioned that the Hidden Falls
SDEIR may be coming before the Parks Commission, Planning Commission and BOS within the next
month.
My first request to you for the Hidden Falls project timeline concerning the SDEIR was on June 28,
followed by a second request on August 4. Since there has been no response from you or anyone in your
office I am following up once again to request a time frame for the next steps in the Hidden Falls SDEIR
project.
Based on my previous experience with the project timelines for Hidden Falls, I am aware of unforeseen
changes to due dates. However, when you requested additional funds for AECOM to the BOS in July, it
appears that there is a draft timeline that is driving the project, and on behalf of PRP, I am requesting
this information now for the third time.

Also, speaking of AECOM and the request to amend the contract - while we are aware of the
overwhelming response to the SDEIR, it was also mentioned that there were changes to CEQA that had
to be met too. “Changes to CEQA” is a very broad statement. I’m asking you (or someone from AECOM)
to detail those specific CEQA changes from 2018 to now and provide this info to me as well (request in
my August 4 email).
I look forward to hearing from you very soon.
Thank you,
Judy
judy isaman
jgisaman@aol.com
916.698.1055
-----Original Message----From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
To: AFisher@placer.ca.gov
Cc: LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov; KGrehm@placer.ca.gov; BOS@placer.ca.gov; jawurst@yahoo.com;
judie@jwhitman.net
Sent: Tue, Aug 4, 2020 1:36 pm
Subject: RE: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame

Hello Andy,
Last week during the request to the BOS to amend the AECOM contract, you had mentioned that the
responses to the DSEIR may be completed by Fall. With this information I began to wonder if a schedule
of activities had been drafted, and if so, am requesting a copy of that schedule (similar to my June 28
request which follows).
Also, about the request to amend the contract – while we are aware of the overwhelming response to the
DSEIR it was also mentioned that there were changes to CEQA that had to be met too. “Changes to
CEQA” is a very broad statement. If you (or perhaps someone from AECOM) would please be specific
and detail those CEQA changes from 2018 to now and provide this information to PRP, we would be very
appreciative.
Thank you,
Judy
Please excuse iSpelling
Begin forwarded message:
From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Date: June 28, 2020 at 11:53:58 AM PDT
To: "afisher@placer.ca.gov" <afisher@placer.ca.gov>, "lcarnaha@placer.ca.gov"
<lcarnaha@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: "KGrehm@placer.ca.gov" <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>, "jawurst@yahoo.com"
<jawurst@yahoo.com>, "cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov"
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>, "jholmes@placer.ca.gov"
<jholmes@placer.ca.gov>, "judie@jwhitman.net" <judie@jwhitman.net>

Subject: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame
Reply-To: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Hi Andy and Lisa,
Everyone involved in this project is aware that compiling the above mentioned report took a bit longer
than expected (refer to attached next steps document from June 2018).
Now that it has been over a month month since the close of the public comment period, Protect Rural
Placer is curious about the timeline and activities that will be taking place before this is an action item on
the BOS agenda.
Please provide us with your current projected timeline which includes activities and dates.
Thank you,
Judy
judy isaman
jgisaman@aol.com
916.698.1055
The link ed image cannot be display ed. The file may hav e been mov ed, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.
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From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 11:00 PM
To: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; Ken Grehm <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County
Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; jawurst@yahoo.com; judie@jwhitman.net; Kelly
McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy
Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Mark Rideout <MRideout@placer.ca.gov>;
thecaswells1@comcast.net
Subject: [EXTERNAL] PRP: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project ‐ Fact or Rumor?
Hello Andy,
I have heard a rumor that the SDEIR will be coming out on Friday, and will be brought before the
Planning Commission during the month of September, and thought it best to confirm this with you.
If this rumor is correct, it is my expectation to receive a schedule of the public meetings by Friday that
will list the dates of the BOS, Parks and Planning Commissions meetings, and also including the Lincoln,
Newcastle and North Auburn Macs (per the attached June 2018 document).
Being aware that the BOS has recently created new guidelines around public meetings, PRP is expecting
that these meetings will be held in person (with limited capacity) and via remote access/telephonic. Due
to the controversial nature of this project we are also once again asking that these meetings be held at
6p so the community will be able to participate in person.
In addition how will the Parks Department notify the 6,000 families that the SDEIR has been finalized, the
final report is available for review, and of the public meeting schedule?
Covid-19 has brought us another layer of challenges, with the procedures in place at the Placer County
libraries now making the final report unavailable for viewing since community members are not permitted
in the library. For the past two years and continuing throughout the new public meeting process, I have
made the BOS aware of the Internet issues such as lack of service and slow connection speeds in our
rural Placer communities so suggesting we review online will not work for us.
Due to these accessibility limitations as soon as the final report is made available, PRP is requesting that
we be provided two hard copies of it. On behalf of the North Auburn residents and the 6,000 families in
our rural community, we also request that 20 copies of the final report be available for checkout at the
Auburn library, and for all other Placer County residents that 10 copies of the final report are at each of
the open libraries for checkout too.
I am looking forward to hearing from you before Friday.
Thank you,
Judy

judy isaman
jgisaman@aol.com

916.698.1055
-----Original Message----From: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
To: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Cc: Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; Ken Grehm <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County
Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; jawurst@yahoo.com <jawurst@yahoo.com>;
judie@jwhitman.net <judie@jwhitman.net>; Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly
Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Mark Rideout
<MRideout@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 1:34 pm
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] 3rd Request: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame
Judy, we have not determined a final schedule for meetings leading up to the requested adoption of the
final SEIR since we have not finished producing the final document for circulation. There will be a
minimum 10-day circulation of the final document prior to public meetings, and we will let you know as
soon as the final document is ready for review. We will also let you know as soon as the public meetings
are scheduled.
Concerning the changes to CEQA guidelines, the two major areas of change were 1) information on
wildfire, that was formerly discussed as a section within the chapter on Public Services, has now been
expanded into a stand-alone Wildfire chapter, and 2) traffic analysis, that was previously based on level of
service impacts, is now analyzed on the basis of vehicle miles traveled. In our case, given the timing in
the midst of the traffic analysis transition, we performed both types of analysis.
Andy Fisher, Parks Administrator
Placer County | Department of Public Works | Parks and Grounds Division
Address 3091 County Center Drive, Suite 220, Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 889-6819 office | (530) 613-5568 cell | (530) 889-6809 fax | placer.ca.gov

From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 10:40 AM
To: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; Ken Grehm <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County
Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; jawurst@yahoo.com; judie@jwhitman.net; Cindy Gustafson
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna
<KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 3rd Request: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame
Hi Andy,
At the North Auburn Town Hall on August 19, Supervisor Gustafson mentioned that the Hidden Falls
SDEIR may be coming before the Parks Commission, Planning Commission and BOS within the next
month.
My first request to you for the Hidden Falls project timeline concerning the SDEIR was on June 28,
followed by a second request on August 4. Since there has been no response from you or anyone in your
office I am following up once again to request a time frame for the next steps in the Hidden Falls SDEIR
project.
Based on my previous experience with the project timelines for Hidden Falls, I am aware of unforeseen
changes to due dates. However, when you requested additional funds for AECOM to the BOS in July, it
appears that there is a draft timeline that is driving the project, and on behalf of PRP, I am requesting this
information now for the third time.

Also, speaking of AECOM and the request to amend the contract - while we are aware of the
overwhelming response to the SDEIR, it was also mentioned that there were changes to CEQA that had
to be met too. “Changes to CEQA” is a very broad statement. I’m asking you (or someone from AECOM)
to detail those specific CEQA changes from 2018 to now and provide this info to me as well (request in
my August 4 email).
I look forward to hearing from you very soon.
Thank you,
Judy
judy isaman
jgisaman@aol.com
916.698.1055
-----Original Message----From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
To: AFisher@placer.ca.gov
Cc: LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov; KGrehm@placer.ca.gov; BOS@placer.ca.gov; jawurst@yahoo.com;
judie@jwhitman.net
Sent: Tue, Aug 4, 2020 1:36 pm
Subject: RE: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame

Hello Andy,
Last week during the request to the BOS to amend the AECOM contract, you had mentioned that the
responses to the DSEIR may be completed by Fall. With this information I began to wonder if a schedule
of activities had been drafted, and if so, am requesting a copy of that schedule (similar to my June 28
request which follows).
Also, about the request to amend the contract – while we are aware of the overwhelming response to the
DSEIR it was also mentioned that there were changes to CEQA that had to be met too. “Changes to
CEQA” is a very broad statement. If you (or perhaps someone from AECOM) would please be specific
and detail those CEQA changes from 2018 to now and provide this information to PRP, we would be very
appreciative.
Thank you,
Judy
Please excuse iSpelling
Begin forwarded message:
From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Date: June 28, 2020 at 11:53:58 AM PDT
To: "afisher@placer.ca.gov" <afisher@placer.ca.gov>, "lcarnaha@placer.ca.gov"
<lcarnaha@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: "KGrehm@placer.ca.gov" <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>, "jawurst@yahoo.com"
<jawurst@yahoo.com>, "cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov"
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>, "jholmes@placer.ca.gov"
<jholmes@placer.ca.gov>, "judie@jwhitman.net" <judie@jwhitman.net>
Subject: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame
Reply-To: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Hi Andy and Lisa,

Everyone involved in this project is aware that compiling the above mentioned report took a bit longer
than expected (refer to attached next steps document from June 2018).
Now that it has been over a month month since the close of the public comment period, Protect Rural
Placer is curious about the timeline and activities that will be taking place before this is an action item on
the BOS agenda.
Please provide us with your current projected timeline which includes activities and dates.
Thank you,
Judy
judy isaman
jgisaman@aol.com
916.698.1055

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking
action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator
in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data.
Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.

From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 12:46 AM
To: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; Ken Grehm <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County
Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; jawurst@yahoo.com; judie@jwhitman.net; Kelly
McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy
Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Mark Rideout <MRideout@placer.ca.gov>;
thecaswells1@comcast.net
Subject: [EXTERNAL] PRP: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project ‐ Follow Up to Sept 4 Phone Call
Hi Andy,
Thank you for your phone call on Friday. To tie up a couple of loose ends What information do you have about moving forward with the Parks Commission meeting for September
17?
Since the libraries are only open for pick up and drop off of materials, where and how will the Parks
Department make the final SEIR documentation available throughout Placer County while practicing
COVID public safety processes?
The flash drives with the documentation that was mailed out, was in fact a CD. Several people contacted
me over the weekend to tell me that had received a CD and cannot use it as they do not have a CD drive
on their computer. How do individuals order the flash drive?
When will the copies of materials be available for Protect Rural Placer to pick up?
Since the BOS is now allowing limited attendance at public meetings, what is the plan to include the
North Auburn, Newcastle, and Lincoln MACs? I noticed that the Newcastle MAC is on the County calendar
for September 15.
Please advise.
Thank you,
Judy
judy isaman
jgisaman@aol.com
916.698.1055
-----Original Message----From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
To: AFisher@placer.ca.gov <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; KGrehm@placer.ca.gov
<KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>; BOS@placer.ca.gov <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; jawurst@yahoo.com
<jawurst@yahoo.com>; judie@jwhitman.net <judie@jwhitman.net>; KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov
<KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; BRoberts@placer.ca.gov <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>;
cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; MRideout@placer.ca.gov
<MRideout@placer.ca.gov>; thecaswells1@comcast.net <thecaswells1@comcast.net>
Sent: Tue, Sep 1, 2020 11:00 pm
Subject: PRP: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project - Fact or Rumor?
Hello Andy,

I have heard a rumor that the SDEIR will be coming out on Friday, and will be brought before the
Planning Commission during the month of September, and thought it best to confirm this with you.
If this rumor is correct, it is my expectation to receive a schedule of the public meetings by Friday that
will list the dates of the BOS, Parks and Planning Commissions meetings, and also including the Lincoln,
Newcastle and North Auburn Macs (per the attached June 2018 document).
Being aware that the BOS has recently created new guidelines around public meetings, PRP is expecting
that these meetings will be held in person (with limited capacity) and via remote access/telephonic. Due
to the controversial nature of this project we are also once again asking that these meetings be held at
6p so the community will be able to participate in person.
In addition how will the Parks Department notify the 6,000 families that the SDEIR has been finalized, the
final report is available for review, and of the public meeting schedule?
Covid-19 has brought us another layer of challenges, with the procedures in place at the Placer County
libraries now making the final report unavailable for viewing since community members are not permitted
in the library. For the past two years and continuing throughout the new public meeting process, I have
made the BOS aware of the Internet issues such as lack of service and slow connection speeds in our
rural Placer communities so suggesting we review online will not work for us.
Due to these accessibility limitations as soon as the final report is made available, PRP is requesting that
we be provided two hard copies of it. On behalf of the North Auburn residents and the 6,000 families in
our rural community, we also request that 20 copies of the final report be available for checkout at the
Auburn library, and for all other Placer County residents that 10 copies of the final report are at each of
the open libraries for checkout too.
I am looking forward to hearing from you before Friday.
Thank you,
Judy

judy isaman
jgisaman@aol.com
916.698.1055
-----Original Message----From: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
To: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Cc: Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; Ken Grehm <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County
Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; jawurst@yahoo.com <jawurst@yahoo.com>;
judie@jwhitman.net <judie@jwhitman.net>; Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly
Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Mark Rideout
<MRideout@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Mon, Aug 24, 2020 1:34 pm
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] 3rd Request: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame

Judy, we have not determined a final schedule for meetings leading up to the requested adoption of the
final SEIR since we have not finished producing the final document for circulation. There will be a
minimum 10-day circulation of the final document prior to public meetings, and we will let you know as
soon as the final document is ready for review. We will also let you know as soon as the public meetings
are scheduled.
Concerning the changes to CEQA guidelines, the two major areas of change were 1) information on
wildfire, that was formerly discussed as a section within the chapter on Public Services, has now been
expanded into a stand-alone Wildfire chapter, and 2) traffic analysis, that was previously based on level of
service impacts, is now analyzed on the basis of vehicle miles traveled. In our case, given the timing in
the midst of the traffic analysis transition, we performed both types of analysis.
Andy Fisher, Parks Administrator
Placer County | Department of Public Works | Parks and Grounds Division
Address 3091 County Center Drive, Suite 220, Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 889-6819 office | (530) 613-5568 cell | (530) 889-6809 fax | placer.ca.gov

From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2020 10:40 AM
To: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Lisa Carnahan <LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov>; Ken Grehm <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County
Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; jawurst@yahoo.com; judie@jwhitman.net; Cindy Gustafson
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna
<KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 3rd Request: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame
Hi Andy,
At the North Auburn Town Hall on August 19, Supervisor Gustafson mentioned that the Hidden Falls
SDEIR may be coming before the Parks Commission, Planning Commission and BOS within the next
month.
My first request to you for the Hidden Falls project timeline concerning the SDEIR was on June 28,
followed by a second request on August 4. Since there has been no response from you or anyone in your
office I am following up once again to request a time frame for the next steps in the Hidden Falls SDEIR
project.
Based on my previous experience with the project timelines for Hidden Falls, I am aware of unforeseen
changes to due dates. However, when you requested additional funds for AECOM to the BOS in July, it
appears that there is a draft timeline that is driving the project, and on behalf of PRP, I am requesting this
information now for the third time.
Also, speaking of AECOM and the request to amend the contract - while we are aware of the
overwhelming response to the SDEIR, it was also mentioned that there were changes to CEQA that had
to be met too. “Changes to CEQA” is a very broad statement. I’m asking you (or someone from AECOM)
to detail those specific CEQA changes from 2018 to now and provide this info to me as well (request in
my August 4 email).
I look forward to hearing from you very soon.
Thank you,
Judy
judy isaman
jgisaman@aol.com
916.698.1055

-----Original Message----From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
To: AFisher@placer.ca.gov
Cc: LCarnaha@placer.ca.gov; KGrehm@placer.ca.gov; BOS@placer.ca.gov; jawurst@yahoo.com;
judie@jwhitman.net
Sent: Tue, Aug 4, 2020 1:36 pm
Subject: RE: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame

Hello Andy,
Last week during the request to the BOS to amend the AECOM contract, you had mentioned that the
responses to the DSEIR may be completed by Fall. With this information I began to wonder if a schedule
of activities had been drafted, and if so, am requesting a copy of that schedule (similar to my June 28
request which follows).
Also, about the request to amend the contract – while we are aware of the overwhelming response to the
DSEIR it was also mentioned that there were changes to CEQA that had to be met too. “Changes to
CEQA” is a very broad statement. If you (or perhaps someone from AECOM) would please be specific
and detail those CEQA changes from 2018 to now and provide this information to PRP, we would be very
appreciative.
Thank you,
Judy
Please excuse iSpelling
Begin forwarded message:
From: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Date: June 28, 2020 at 11:53:58 AM PDT
To: "afisher@placer.ca.gov" <afisher@placer.ca.gov>, "lcarnaha@placer.ca.gov"
<lcarnaha@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: "KGrehm@placer.ca.gov" <KGrehm@placer.ca.gov>, "jawurst@yahoo.com"
<jawurst@yahoo.com>, "cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov"
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>, "jholmes@placer.ca.gov"
<jholmes@placer.ca.gov>, "judie@jwhitman.net" <judie@jwhitman.net>
Subject: SDEIR Hidden Falls Expansion Project: Time Frame
Reply-To: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Hi Andy and Lisa,
Everyone involved in this project is aware that compiling the above mentioned report took a bit longer
than expected (refer to attached next steps document from June 2018).
Now that it has been over a month month since the close of the public comment period, Protect Rural
Placer is curious about the timeline and activities that will be taking place before this is an action item on
the BOS agenda.
Please provide us with your current projected timeline which includes activities and dates.
Thank you,
Judy
judy isaman
jgisaman@aol.com
916.698.1055

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking
action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator
in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data.
Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.

From: Karen Buehler <mtc_kbuehler@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 9:07 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board
of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Karen Buehler <mtc_kbuehler@yahoo.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Residents at 9220 Cramer Road RE Twilight Ride on Bell Road

Placer County Resource Development Agency, Environmental Coordination Services



3091 County Center Drive, Suite 190, Auburn, CA 95603
cdraecs@placer.ca.gov

Placer County Board of Supervisors



175 Fulweiler Avenue, Auburn, CA 95603
BOS@placer.ca.gov

Placer County Planning Commission



3091 County Center Drive, Auburn, CA 95603
scolbert@placer.ca.gov (Sue Colbert, Planning Commission Clerk)

Dear Agencies, Supervisors & Planning Commissioners:

Let me start off by letting you know that when I wrote this I directed my comments towards the
people that have planned this. When you read this please understand my frustration is not directed
at you. I think it’s better if I don’t edit this otherwise it may sound too sterile. I’m submitting as is!
Twilight Ride location is where the County plans to put the largest parking lots of any of the Hidden
Falls expansion locations. 40 horse trailer parking and 100 car. See Chapter 7 (Visual Resources)
page 11. This shows where they plan to build this gigantic parking lot (shown in red). If you look
just above the red area you will see our house and property. It appears this huge parking lot will be
butted up against our fence line – this isn’t right! We bought this particular piece of property
because of the phenomenal view and now you want to build a huge parking lot so we will be looking
at concrete, cars, trucks/trailers, etc. when we look out our back window or working out back which
is the majority of my time here we will be looking at concrete, vehicles and people. We have a farm
with over 80 animals a refuge if you will. We bought this property because it was our dream to live
in the country and have lots of animals. The focal point of our property is out the back. I’m on
every part of this back part of our property daily.
A 50-acre parcel was purchased, please move the parking lot so it’s away from our home!
It is bad enough that our home insurance has doubled which is barely affordable, now it will
increase even more, how is that fair? Why should we have to pay more for insurance because you
choose to endanger our lives? To be honest, you are signing our death warrants, if or should I say
when a fire breaks out, we will be taken out immediately, our animals, our home, our lives.
Litter/trash will be flying onto our property every day – so I guess I’m going to have to clean this

up? Really? I have enough to do on a day to day basis, working out of town 3 days per week, then I
come home to catch up but no I’m sorry, I’ll clean the house later, I need to walk the property to
pickup other people’s trash? Our property value is now going to decrease, we put everything we had
into this property and with your project you are taking this away.
My husband is very sick with 4th stage cancer, we really didn’t need another catastrophic event in our
lives. The parking lot is too close to our property, we would hear everything going on over there,
this should have been taken into consideration. Unlike most of the surrounding properties, ours is
right down there in the mix. We have the right to peace and quiet, we bought this property for that
reason. We also have the right to privacy, we will have no privacy if you put that parking lot
according to the picture on page 11. We moved out to the country to be in just that – the
country! The county purchased 50 acres of property and there’s certainly other areas you can build
that parking lot [and whatever else you have planned] where you are not blatantly pushing it in our
faces and ruining our livelihood and our sense of peace and tranquility. The plans show a complete
and utter disregard for us as property owners, city residents and just disregarding us as human
beings.
We have the right to not be disturbed or be looking at public concrete and traffic out our back
window, the back side of our property is the focal point for this property and you will be taking that
away from us. Both Andy Fisher and the woman that works with him her name escapes me at the
moment and I really don’t have time to look it up but you know who she is, well they came out to
our property per our request because we wanted to show them how their parking lot project would
affect us. When looking at the location of where they plan to pour the concrete it appears they have
not taken any consideration for our property as it’s completely visible when I’m outside in back. We
are not high on a hill or far away from this parking lot. We are down low within earshot of hearing
everything that goes on in said parking lot including children screaming, vehicles pulling in, etc. Do
our lives not matter?
Home insurance has already doubled for us, if you put this park in it will triple and we won’t be able
to afford it. There’s just not enough money, this isn’t right. We fear for our safety. There has already
been 2-3 fires on big hill since we moved here in May 2013.
You are signing a death warrant for my family and all of our animals!
Not only does this affect us emotionally, spiritually but also financially. Our property value
immediately drops due to this eyesore. What are you going to do about this?
Issues:
Loss of our peaceful, scenic view
Property Value
Fire Danger
Trash

Theft
In summary, this is how your proposed park will affect our lives:
Increased cost of FIRE insurance – we need to pay more money because of you
Home value will decrease – we will be losing value in our home
Zero Peace of Mind – we now must worry about the safety of our lives, our animals and our
home on a daily basis
Increased Stress – due to worrying about our safety
Now you tell me how is this fair? We can’t afford to pay any more money for home insurance than
we are now. We are livid, it’s just not right for you to ruin the lives of everyone around this
‘proposed’ park entrance.
I’m an experienced equestrian and I’ve ridden at Hidden Falls. It’s a nice park, but I have to say that
I see trash on the trails that really chaps my hide. There’s just no excuse for this. People that come
to the park and toss their trash like this are disrespectful. Those are the same people that will smoke
on the trails that will eventually start a fire that will kill all of us. I don’t see anyone enforcing no
smoking on the trails, I don’t see anyone enforcing anything at Hidden Falls. There’s nobody there
except to collect money on the weekends at the entrance. There’s no one on the trails so once park
goers are in they can do whatever they want. Let’s face it, most young kids don’t care about much.
They don’t have a sense of responsibility or care about what could be dangerous/hazardous to
others. It’s more about looking/acting cool amongst their peers.
Let’s also come to terms with the fact that the homeless in this area come off as being entitled. They
harass my husband when he goes shopping at Safeway. They will find their way onto this ‘open
space’ land and camp out. Who’s going to know. You have signs that state when park goers must
leave the park but do you check?
I’m going to tell you something; if you choose to put that parking lot and other amenities just on the
other side of our fence line which is smack in the middle of where I spend 50% of my time when
I’m home then you should expect a lot of interaction between this household and your park goers ~
it’s not going to be pleasant. These unpleasant interactions will then be posted on social media sites
or perhaps it will even make it on the news. We don’t want your concrete around our home. If we
were farther away it might not be so offensive but you plan to build this too close to our home.
Twilight Ride entrance is a hazard for our roadways which we don’t want widened or trees taken out
to accommodate. We like our country roads, put yourself in our shoes.
Are you going to compensate us for our losses? This is a tremendous loss to our home/property as
well as others, but I’m going to focus on our personal losses as everyone else has had their
opportunity to speak about theirs.

We are imploring you to reconsider your plans for twilight ride. It’s too big and you are doing this
on agricultural la95602nd which is meant to graze cows. PRA – Protect Rural Auburn was put
together by a large group of concerned residents in this area. Listen to our concerns – they are real.
The letters you get from the opposition basically say ‘we want this park so we can exercise, enjoy
nature, etc.’ This is not a valid reason to ruin the lives of all the people living here. We bought our
homes here, this is where we live!!!t Of course people that don’t live here don’t give a damn. If the
situation was reversed, they would not be in support of the project. There’s a plethora of places to
go get exercise …your statistics are rigged.
I understand my comments are all over the place but to be honest, I don’t have the time to carefully
format my thoughts right now. You can get the gist of what I’m saying without me spending
anymore of my time. I imagine you won’t do anything about this anyhow so I’m not holding my
breathe, but again please move your plans for parking lot and whatever else you plan to build
out there AWAY FROM OUR VIEW!!!!!
It’s bad enough that we will see all the people coming through on the trail smack behind us, we
shouldn’t have to look at the parking lot in addition to our privacy being invaded.
Thank you for reading this as it comes from the heart.
Sincerely,

Karen Buehler
9220 Cramer Road
Auburn, CA 95602
650.823.2635

Well well well, seems things just move ahead without regard to the residents of Auburn/Placer County!
Saw this sign today...

wait no notice to public, no meeting, no comments from those closest to your “proposed” development.
It seems HF‐1 isn’t being properly managed financially or otherwise: no water, no functioning well, No usable
bathrooms connected to septic...yet full steam ahead with HF expansion without regard/plans to address the
following: wildfire danger, traffic, impact on rural life/agriculture, dangerous narrow roads, lack of funding for first
responders, all during a bleak economic crisis and pandemic nonetheless. Shame on you! When will we be able
to voice our concerns. The final SEIR isn’t even out for us to view/challenge.
At least have common decency and respect for the residents of Placer County allowing us to be a part of the
process.
Kelly Altena
Protect Rural Placer
Sent from my iPhone

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Kelly Altena <kellyaltena@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 5:10 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Lack of internet / bandwidth to read SEIR, additional items regarding HF proposed
project.
Due to being in a rural area and without the best internet and bandwidth, we are respectfully requesting
a hard copy of the final SEIR for the Hidden Falls proposed expansion. It is too large a file for the
internet options available to us being in a rural area.
Also, another thing troubling us is proceeding with this project during a most unprecedented time with
the pandemic, the health and financial crisis many of us in our community are facing.
It is being said that our first responders are facing a pay cut, yet they will be facing an even bigger
responsibility due to this project and with the potential for wildfires in HF, not to mention rescues on
hot days. Wildfires are first and foremost on our minds: The potential for issues we are facing with
obtaining homeowners insurance on a fixed income is beyond stressful, add the increased fire danger to
the mix and this is making our once peaceful lives full of worry and fear. This project will no doubt
create a financial burden we cannot bear.
Many we have spoken with think you should table proceeding with this project until the pandemic has
passed or at least is being controlled.
We absolutely are opposed to the expansion! Phase 1 isn’t even being properly managed! What
would make us think or believe this will be any different?
Kelly and David Altena
Hubbard Road, Auburn
Sent from my iPhone

From: Linda Adams <ljadamsis@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 10:40 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comments on Hidden Falls Project

Dear Place County Board of Supervisors,
The attached letter contains comments on the proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Please
enter our letter into the public record.

Thank you. Sincerely,
Linda Adams
‐‐
Linda Adams
LJAdamsis@gmail.com
916-774-3438 (land line)
719-360-7752 (mobile)
Date: May 19, 2020
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors,
Planning Commission, and Parks Division
From: Linda and Lawrence Adams, 6304 Crater Lake Drive, Roseville, CA 95678
Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR
We have lived in Placer County since 2002. From the time we moved here, there have been parks and
recreation facilities promised in cities and neighborhoods. A proposed park near us has just started
development after being "imminent" since 2005, fifteen years. Many others are still waiting for long
promised recreation facility development. Although the cost of the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion (HFTE)
has not been determined, it has to be significant. Funds used for this single, large project will necessarily
take funds from other Placer projects. Concentrating these funds unfairly disadvantages people who live
and pay taxes in other parts of our county. Funding should be reasonably distributed to develop projects
benefiting a wide range of neighborhoods.
The fact that cost for HFTE has not been determined is another red flag. There is no way to accurately
determine return on investment when we don't know the investment. We cannot determine the projects
that won't be funded due to money going to HFTE when we don't know the level of funding. It seems
grossly inappropriate to even consider HFTE without such a basic piece of information in place as project
cost.

Given the neglectful impact to communities not included in the planning and the lack of cost information, I
request that you reject the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trains Expansion project.
Please include our letter as part of the public comment permanent record.
Thank you,
Linda and Lawrence Adams

From: Linda Cline <lindac6413@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2020 7:28 PM
To: Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Robert Weygandt <RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>; Placer
County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] July 28th Mtg. - Hidden Falls Expansion SEIR

To:

Placer County Supervisors

Date: July 27, 2020
Re:
Agenda Item regarding the request for approval for a Second Amendment of AECOM’s
contract for Technical Services to complete the Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion SEIR.
Request for $73,300 plus $10,000 additional as needed.

ACTION REQUESTED: Approve the Second Amendment to the consultant Services Agreement
with AECOM, increasing the not to exceed amount by $73,300 from $283, 678 to $356,878 for
additional environmental report preparation services for the Hidden Falls Regional Park
Trails Expansion Project.
What this request doesn’t disclose is that the DPW- Parks Division has already spent close to a
half-a-million dollars on the SEIR in 2019/20. This information was provided by Andy Fisher
last week:
For the 2019/20 expenses he listed:
•

AECOM

$283,678

document preparation for the Draft SEIR

•

Helix Environmental

$ 35,796

Site plans for entry and parking areas

•

County staff time

$153,814

from County DPW and CDRA

•

Ancillary costs

$

Printing and notifications

8,609

$481,897

FY 2020/21 BUDGET CONCERNS:
At the June 23, 2020 Supervisors Meeting it was stated that it would be critical that the
budget be reviewed in October 2020 to evaluate the economic impact of the COVID-19
Pandemic on revenue and expenses. And at that point decisions may need to be made to
adjust the budget and ask departments to curtail spending. This was your assurance to the
public since the County stated they hadn’t adjusted the 2020/21 budget for COVID-19
impacts.
The Pandemic and the economic fallout are not going away anytime soon. We believe that it
is especially critical and imperative that the Supervisors and county staff make fiscally
prudent and responsible decisions that ensure that our tax dollars are spent on the health,
economic and educational “needs” of the residents. Included in this is the “need” for better
internet access county-wide. Our school children, college students, remote workers, and
residents trying to connect remotely with their doctors and loved ones and ALL of our
students desperately “need” high speed internet.
There are people that want the Hidden Falls Expansion, because they “want” more trails. But
is “wanting more” of something that is already available in Placer County and neighboring
Counties really a priority right now??
We know how much you care about the residents of Placer County and what they are going
through right now, so please, use any discretionary money and any money in department
budgets that is earmarked for “wants” and first take care of the critical “needs” of county
residents. Spending more money to move the SEIR forward is a “want” and not a “need”
during a pandemic.

I am asking that you demonstrate fiscal prudence and responsibility by prioritizing the needs
of your constituents, and that you table the vote on this request until:
1. The mid-year budget shortfalls and budget “needs” have been evaluated with the
impact of COVID - 19 on current budget
2. County residents’ “needs” during a pandemic have been addressed
3. The internet “needs” for all residents county-wide have been addressed
4. We have some health and economic stability re-established

Thank you for hearing the voices of your constituents during this health and economic crises!
Linda Cline
Auburn resident for 40+ years

From: Livingston Grading and Paving <livgp@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 2:24 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

My name is Lee Livingston,
I live at 4545 Bell Rd., Auburn, CA, we have lived at this location since 1982. My wife and her family have
lived here since 1945.

We have seen the county grow and expand during these years substantially. I am a grading and paving
contractor and have been in business in Placer County since 1964.

I would like to address the cost of maintenance and rebuilding of the three connector county roads to
the new entrance of Hidden Falls off of Bell Road.

1.
Bell Road has had major repair work in the last 15 years and is in good shape from Richardson Drive to
Hubert Road and from Hubert Road.

2.
Hubbard Road to the new entrance to Hidden Falls, the road is narrow, crooked, the two bridges to
cross and a steep hill with S turn to turn off to the new entrance area this will need major work.

3.
Cramer Road is narrow, crooked and In need of repair since it will be the most used. Lonestar Road is
also narrow, crooked and has three sharp excessive turns. One turn is a 90 degrees right turn.
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All three of these turns are a problem if two truck and trailers meet there.
There are many local ranchers hauling in and out of these roads let alone the traffic that the park
will bring into the area.

All three of these roads have weak base structures and with the traffic you are talking about having,
these roads will deteriorate quickly and require major maintenance repairs, and upgrades. How much
money will the county have set aside for all of this infrastructure repair. Is this tax payers money or will
the park generate money to cover this?

4.
How much money is the Hidden Falls expansion project going to cost?

I understand you have purchased the property already so all of our concerns will probably be
ignored, but we hope our county will stand with their citizens and take into consideration, traffic and
road maintenance and costs.

Unfortunately we have seen in the past how visiting patrons have blocked the roads with no regard to
safety.

Thank you
Livingston Grading and Paving, Inc.
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: Louis Salatino <salatinolou@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2020 4:14 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Project
Please review the following letter.
Lou Salatino

Salatino Hidden Falls letter p.1
Date: May 18, 2020
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors, Planning
Commission, and Parks Division
From: Lou and Carol Salatino; 10111 Ranch Rd., Auburn CA 95602
Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR
As a 30-year resident of North Auburn and member of Protect Rural Placer, I am writing to you today to
refute the above referenced document. This DSEIR, as with the previous HFRP EIR, makes weak
assumptions and does not take into consideration the following concerns.
After listening to the planning commission meeting the other night, it became apparent that
there are several flaws, or shortcomings, in the DSEIR that has been drafted. I realize that much time,
energy and money has been spent to ‘preserve’ the area and make it open to the public for enjoyment,
however, there are several concerns that should be addressed before the public is invited to come in on
a 7 day a week basis.
•

Concern one seems to be the ignoring of safety – not only for all people involved, but also for
the local wildlife.

•

Traffic not being a problem is another concern. When you base your ‘studies’ on number of
accidents that occur on a certain road, it did not take into consideration that the reason there
are not so many accidents is precisely because the road is ‘less traveled’ and used by local
residents who are very aware of the twists and turns the roads make. Also, aware of local
wildlife that traverse these roads, day and night. To many of us, the EIR report basically lies that
there will be ‘no significant’ impact for traffic!!

•

Safety for wildfires and quick evacuation of residents is a high priority concern

•

Concern for the water table – all people in the area depend on their wells for water, to think
that you will fill large water tanks with this precious water, and use it for drinking/restrooms
brings the concern of our wells going dry

•

Noise – helicopters coming to patrol, cars and people noise disturb not only local residents, but
wildlife as well; our area has proof of mountain lions, bobcats, bear and many other animals
that are quickly diminishing. State and Federal Agencies need to be involved in this review.

Salatino Hidden Falls letter p.2
In short, there are many aspects EIR that should be given more time to review, after all – it took over 18
months for it to be compiled, there should be at least that much time for it to be reviewed carefully by
residents, state and federal agencies and other concerned and knowledgeable people.
Please consider leaving things as they are at present and reject this new expansion.
Keep only docent led hikes and no public access more than 3 times a week. Let our area ‘grow’ into the
need for this project – say 20 – 30 years from now. People can enjoy the many parks and trails that are
already available (which are massive) and spare the time, energy and money that would be put into
making the Hidden Falls Expansion a ‘must do now’ priority.
AS the song goes – let’s NOT “Pave Paradise to make a Parking LOT”!

Concerned residents,
Louis and Carol Salatino
Please include my letter as part of the public comment permanent record.

From: Louis Salatino <salatinolou@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2020 5:43 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Attached you will find our letter concerning the budget approval of the Hidden Falls Project.

Lou Salatino

To: Placer County Supervisors
From: Louis & Carol Salatino, Protect Rural Placer
10111 Ranch Rd., Auburn, CA 95602
Date: July 27, 2020
Re: Agenda item regarding the request for approval for a Second Amendment of AECOM’s contract for
Technical Services to complete the Hidden Falls Regional Park SEIR. Request for $73,300 plus $10,000
additional as needed.
Enough is enough already! You are the only protectors of our tax dollars in ensuring that they are spent
wisely specifically in these perilous times where the steady income of those funds is no longer consistent
due to the COVID 19 shutdowns. You need to slow down and table all discussions about a pipedream
that does not benefit the community of Placer County citizens as a whole. Throwing more dollars away
is like spitting into the wind. It will come back to bite us!
Please explain how this action meets the current needs of Placer County citizens when the health &
safety of our neighbors is in jeopardy. These are “sacred” funds with which you have been entrusted to
spend wisely and not be used capriciously to satisfy the agenda and legacy of any particular supervisor
or parks manager.
Among our concerns are the following:
•
•
•
•
•

If it is a funded project in the DPW Budget, as stated in the 7/28/20 agenda, then we ask for full
transparency and that this budget information be provided to us.
Ongoing expenses beyond the acquisition of the property for water & buildings.
Affect of the proposed wells on neighboring property’s water cisterns.
Traffic increases on dangerous small roads not equipped to handle the increased load & costs
involved in mitigating those changes that will be necessary to make them safe.
What will be the effect of business closures on those county funds generated by tax dollars after
the effects of COVID 19 are finally analyzed.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our concerns. We look forward to being able to address
these in person after “normalcy” returns to our Nation and State.
Sincerely,
Louis & Carol Salatino

From: Mary Kuehne <teacher.mary@live.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 1:04 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] No on Hidden Falls Expansion

February 18, 2020 it finally happened. Of course it was just a matter of time. It had happened to many of our neighbors. The
dreaded letter in the mail: PROPERTY INSURANCE NOTICE OF NONRENEWAL. The reason, “the insured structure is located
in an area where there is a LIKELIHOOD that a wildfire emergency could occur”. Notice the word LIKELIHOOD, not possibility
or may occur, it states very clearly that there is a likelihood. We live in the Auburn Valley community which is 3.7 miles from the
current Hidden Falls Recreation Area and a stone’s throw from one of the proposed access points in the Hidden Falls expansion
project (Auburn Valley Road).
After many calls to a variety of insurance agencies all with the same results, we can not insure you due to your location, we have
landed upon the California Fair Plan which will provide fire insurance at a rate 3X our previous policy. And our Placer County
Supervisors want to add an additional 2,765 acres to Hidden Falls adding to an already high risk wildfire area. It baffles the mind
that this is even a consideration. Are none of our Supervisors aware of what happened in Paradise? Have they not seen the
haunting images of devastation of property and, worse, the loss of life? Congratulations Placer County Supervisors, you will have
the legacy of expanding the beautiful Hidden Falls Park. Hope your conscience isn’t bothered when the next big California
wildfire with catastrophic loss of property and life happens right here as a result of your decision today.
Do NOT go through with the Hidden Falls Expansion .
Mary and Dale Kuehne
Auburn Valley

Sent from my iPad
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From: Mary Sartori <marysartori@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2020 12:15 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy Gustafson
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Todd
Leopold <TLeopold@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Concerns regarding HFRP
Hello,
Please see attached correspondence for the HFRP.
Thank you!
‐‐‐‐‐‐

Mary Sartori
Realtor
CA BRE# 01305684
eXp Realty of California, Inc.

Auburn, CA 95603
Phone/Text: (530) 333‐5925
www.MarySartori.com

May 17, 2020
Dear County Supervisors,
I live near the intersection of Cramer Road and Bell Road. I frequently travel those roadways and as
such believe I have vital, personal observable knowledge to share with you.
After review of the EIR for the HFRP, I have several concerns. Traffic has significantly increase since the
2016 study that was used for this report as evidenced by the fatal car collisions in the last 2 years in that
exact stretch of highway between Lorenson and Lone Star Road that I was unfortunate enough to have
seen the aftermath of. Even though the state has a plan to try to mitigate that situation, the project has
not been fully approved and funded as of yet so there is no guarantee that it will be addressed and
taken care of. In light of the current Covid‐19 situation, the state budget has gotten even tighter and
the likelihood of the project being completed is questionable.
It is absolutely irresponsible to move forward with this project before a solution has been found to
mitigate the dangerous, fatal turn from Hwy 49 to Cramer.
Secondly, I have grave concern regarding the increased traffic on Cramer Road. As it stands, I am on
constant look out for oncoming cars on Cramer Road. On many occasions, I have been nearly run off the
road when oncoming cars are traveling down the middle of the road. Also, there are no less than 4 blind
curves that cause concern as well. The road is not even wide enough for a yellow line and yet, you
propose to send trucks pulling horse trailers on a collision course down Cramer Road head‐on into each
other. I find this to be very irresponsible on your part.

It is necessary to find a safe solution to the increased traffic that will flow along Cramer Road before
moving forward with this project.
Respectfully,
Mary Sartori
5700 Cinderella Ln
Auburn, CA 95602

From: Nicole A <nicallaoui@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2020 1:35 PM
To: Megan Wood <MWood@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Agenda 7/28/20
Good afternoon,
I am a new resident in Placer County. My family and I recently purchased a home in
Auburn Valley and I would like to respond to the Hidden Falls budget.
As a new resident, I’d like to share with you my experience coming to this area:
As a result of Covid, my family is remote. Work and school are available through
internet only and where we live, some neighbors have access to internet, but we do
not. Satellite is available, but is unreliable. We have been using hotspots as much as our
phone plans can muster, but should we have to buy a data plan through Verizon for
100gb, it would be $700/month, which no person would do. I’m sure we are not alone in
our experience. It would be beneficial to hear of changes coming to the community
that adapt to a new way of life.
My property is also the gatekeeper to the Harvego reserve. When I purchased this
property, our easements in title do not permit the public or county access through my
property. It is my understanding the county is requesting additional funds for the Hidden
Falls budget, but there already has been hundreds of thousands of dollars spent on a
project that I don’t believe would work legally nor does it protect its residents. It is of my
opinion to not increase this budget item because the project is not a reflection of the
well being of its residents.
Please use our tax dollars responsibly by making sure the changes that are happening
in our world are met with a safe and viable place to live. Please protect our dollars with
projects that are respectful of its residents.
Thank you for your time,
Nicole Allaoui

From: Patrick Ferreira <patrick@robinsonsg.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 9:59 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] The Hidden Falls Trails Expansion SDEIR
Good Morning. I have attached my letter addressing the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion SDEIR. Please
make part of your permanent record
-Patrick M. Ferreira
Robinson Sand & Gravel
(530) 885-5623

May 19, 2020

Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn CA 95603
BOS@placer.ca.gov
Re: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR
As a lifetime resident of North Auburn, I am writing to you today to refute the above
referenced document. This DSEIR, as with the previous HFRP EIR, makes weak
assumptions and does not take into consideration the f ull impact that this project will
have upon the residents, roads, environment, habitat, agriculture, and fire danger of the
nearby community. Specific issues raised are:
·

·

·

·

·

·

The current use of NO PARKING signs on Mt Vernon Road placed randomly for
one mile on either side of Mears and on both sides of the road is an eyesore, and
in places, laughable. Some are placed where there is no shoulder and steep 1:1
banks or downslopes. There would be no place to park but in the lane. Is this
the plan to control parking if future entrances were opened?
The portable message board is another unwanted, unsightly, regular appearance
for locals to have to put up with. Is this going to be the way you would announce
park conditions at proposed future entrances and roadways?
With both the message board and NO PARKING signs, guests that arrive prior to
their reservation, or with no reservation, continue to abuse the private driveways,
and areas just outside of the Mears entrance, blocking roadways, and private
access gates. What is the proposed action to prevent this in the future?
Appendix A: Talks about permitting private property owners to allow parking and
access through private gates. Homeowners don’t have policing authority to
enforce park hours. How will park users that don’t return on time be handled? Is
this going to add additional workload on our existing Sheriff’s Department?
We have been told that horse boarding, and concessions have been removed
from the expansion plans. On Page 7 of Appendix A, they seem to still be
included. What is the truth?
I see no mention of how the possible expansion would affect existing wildlife. No
mention of the wild turkeys, coyotes, deer, quail, raptors, or mountain lions. It is
a known fact that human presence affects the natural balance of the ecosystem.
IF the expansion project is approved, how will these be mitigated.

In closing, I would ask you to consider the devastating effects this park has already had
on our rural community and landscape, and ask you to please listen to the people of our
community. Remember, public access does NOT equal conservation.
Patrick M Ferreira, Homeowner
4605 / 4609 Bell Road
Auburn CA 95602

From: Paul A. Stokstad <s.stokstad@icloud.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 12:45 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board
of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to development of Hidden Falls Recreation

To:

The County Resource Development Agency, Environmental Coordination Services
Placer County Board of Supervisors
Placer County Planning Commission

We are Paul and Shelley Stokstad and we have resided for 17+ years at 8800 Country Club Lane, Auburn,
California, and have been Placer County residents for over thirty years. We would like to write in
opposition to the opening of the proposed accesses to and expansion of the Hidden Falls Recreational
area.
Realizing that you have heard many reasons for and against this proposal, yet I would like to emphasize
one in particular and that is the condition of the roads proposed as access: Bell Road between Cramer
Road and Lone Star Road, and then Cramer Road between Bell Road and Hwy 49.
I/Paul drive one of these two routes daily and frequently I have had to pull far right on the road to avoid
a car coming around a blind corner. And since the "shoulder" is just a ditch, going off the road would
require a tow. I should also mention the cyclists who attempt to share a road that is not designed for
two vehicles, let alone no painted lane stripe to designate a "shoulder". Practically speaking, we cannot
imagine pickup trucks with 30' horse trailers continuously navigating these roads safely, plus cycle and
our neighbors who walk the road for exercise.
Most of us have moved to this area for the peace and quiet of "country life". We trust you will allow us
to maintain this environment and vote against the proposition.
Thank you.
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Property owner's in favor of keeping Placer County rural ‐‐

Paul & Shelley Stokstad
530‐269‐1316
8800 Country Club Lane
Auburn, CA 95602
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‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: rick couvrette <capt2512@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 16, 2020 9:15 AM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Environmental Coordination Services
<CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: jawurst@yahoo.com; bruud@ssctv.net
Subject: [EXTERNAL] response to SDEIR concerning Hidden Falls expansion
This is difficult for me as I am not blessed with the ability to write or give big speeches. Howeve
r this Park expansion is so miss guided I am compelled to ignore my fears and stand up and say s
omething. A big thank you to my neighbors and friends that have encouraged me to do so.
I have attached some of my observations concerning the SDEIR in relation to the Expansion of
Hidden falls Park.
Feel free to contact me concerning this subject.
Thank You
Rick Couvrette

Saturday, May 16, 2020
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board Of Supervisors,
Planning Commission, And Parks Division
From: Rick Couvrette. 10025 Hubbard Rd, Mailing Address 4722 Bell Rd, Auburn CA 95602
CELL # 530‐906‐4399
Emergency Service Responses to HFRP

1. Based on emergency services provided to the existing HFRP, an expansion of
the current area would DEFINITELY increase needs for emergency service
responses.
2. Currently there are up to 30 calls per month to the existing park. This is
Fire/rescue only.
3. How often do Placer County Sheriff’s officers and CHP officers respond to the
current park?
4. The sometimes‐mentioned idea that if a PCSO response to HFRP is not
documented, there must not have been an incident. This is a purposeful miss
representation of what really happens.
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5. It is any agency’s job to efficiently mitigate any call for service. In many
situations, being efficient means not writing extensive reports for an event
that was cleared up verbally.
6. These interactions and emergency responses take time away from other
duties and/or availability at the time the Deputy or Fire/EMS are mitigating a
complaint /emergency.
7. There is a significant use of emergency resources to this park now, THIS IS A
FACT, so why would this not proportionately increase with added ports of
entry and more people and animals in the expanded park area?
8. This park expansion is a potential significant drain on local emergency
response agencies!
Fiscal Impacts
1. What is the source of funds to pay for these increased service calls?
2. It is a FACT that Placer County in the not so distant past has suggested a
reduction of personnel at Station 180 would be necessary because of budget
issues.
3. What has changed so much that Placer County now feels it can afford to staff
yet another Fire Apparatus unit, a Light Rescue Vehicle (LRV), for the
purpose of responding to the park?
4. It must be remembered you cannot budget for extra services based on a high
point in the economy since these services are still required when the
economy is poor. In other words is the budgeting for extra services
permanent?
5. Is this LRV unit staffed year round? Remember fire is rarely why resources
are dispatched to the Park and responses are year round.
6. Don’t forget fire is probably one of the most devastating potentials within the
park.
7. Is the proposed added LRV unit to be staffed when personnel are on other
calls?
8. The proposal of another small unit is a VERY significant cost if it is staffed.
Or, is this just another vehicle in the barn for current personnel to respond in
IF there is a specific need.
9. The point here is an extra vehicle is of no use if it is not staffed.
10. It is my understanding the response area that the park is in is already very
busy.
11. How is adding to the call volume not a significant impact on local services?
Local Fire History
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1. Because the Consultant deems fire history in the proposed park footprint
insignificant does not mean fire history is not significant in the general area!
2. Fire history is much underrepresented in the study. There have been
significant fires with significant losses very near the park; these fires just
weren’t in the park footprint.
3. Examples would be the ‐ Gladding Fire, The 49 Fire and the Fawn Hill Fire,
just to mention the very local examples.
4. There are significant fires like this every summer throughout Northern
California.
5. The common denominator in most of these fires is the weather and fuel
conditions.
6. These weather and fuel conditions exist within the proposed park and
surrounding properties pretty much every summer, and sometimes for days
or weeks at a time. These conditions are considered extreme.
7. THIS IS NOT UNAVAILABLE INFORMATION. CAL FIRE recommends that up
to 95% of all fires are caused by humans or human technology.
8. By having human occupancy increased dramatically in this area, the potential
for fire starts increases dramatically.
9. Therefore, fuel + weather + topography + significant fire history in the area +
significant increase in population/ignition possibilities = a significant
increase of catastrophic fire potential. This is a seriously understated portion
of the study.
10. What about the FACT that a significant portion of all the residents in the
area have had insurance cancelations. How can the SDEIR and even worse
Placer County itself ignore the FACT the insurance industry is not
comfortable with fire risk in the study area!
Emergency Evacuation
1. Emergency evacuation is much underrepresented in the study.
2. Bell Road and its connecters do not have passable shoulders.
3. The potential to overload the vehicle capacity for Bell Rd, Cramer Rd and
Lone Star Rd has been demonstrated numerous times in the past, with the
most resent being during the 49 Fire.
4. During the 49 FIRE Bell Road was impassable. Not only was evacuation not
possible, emergency services would have not been able to respond to
anywhere near the Twilight Ride entrance or the Auburn Valley entrance, or
any other point off of Bell RD.
5. It should also be noted that with 40 vehicles pulling trailers and 100 other
vehicles all exiting at one time, this alone would most likely prevent effective

3

evacuation or response in to an incident in the CRAMER ROAD‐ LONE STAR
ROAD AND BELL RD areas. None of this is mentioned in the SDEIR.
6. The SDEIR also doesn’t mention the significant population these roads serve,
nor does it mention Auburn Valley and the wineries that have times of higher
occupancy.
7. This is a very significant issue because evacuation for wildfires is immediate
and not debatable.
8. This is the nightmare of actual wild land interface issues that already exist in
this area without a park expansion.
9. The issue of evacuation of fire‐prone areas is increasingly becoming a proven
and often unavoidable problem throughout Northern California with no
immediate cure in sight.
10. It would be irresponsible of Placer County to add to an already dangerous
and proven problem.
Grants and Funding
1. It has been suggested that application for grants and other funding is in
progress to mitigate park brush clearing and infrastructure building within
the park, and possibly for improving roads.
2. These funding mechanisms, however, are NOT guaranteed in the study. If the
park is approved and funding does not materialize, what measures or
guidelines would be guaranteed to prevent the expansion from happening in
an irresponsible manner?
3. Are we guaranteed the park will be kept in safe condition, and is this
budgeted?
4. The park would not go away in slow economic times. Proposed clearing and
mitigations, however, need to be maintained. Grants do not provide long
term funding!
As a lifetime Placer County resident I am shocked at the misleading tactics that are
being used to advance this Park project.
This whole process has been an embarrassing display of manipulation or omission
of facts concerning Environmental and local Citizen Impacts this park will produce.
The use of a Private company to produce a grossly inadequate SDEIR document is
flat out irresponsible.
My wife Miki and I do not support this park as proposed because it is a significant
liability Placer County is not prepared to handle.
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We would however be much more receptive of a proposal that included fully
supervised tours of the preserved lands. This would not only be safer for everybody
involved it could be very educational and maybe we could even encourage a new
generation of farmers and ranchers.
As ranchers in this area we feel pressured to not continue this tradition based on
the lack of support from Placer County. We hope this attitude can change so future
generations can feel welcome to continue this Placer County tradition. There can be
room for agriculture and growth if Placer County chooses.
Rick and Miki Couvrette
The Couvrette Ranch
Protect Rural Placer County!
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From: bnntt978@aol.com <bnntt978@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 1:20 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: dianecrew@mac.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion.
Okay, I will try to be polite here and hope you will understand where the folks from Auburn are coming
from when we are dead set against something as disastrous as the Hidden Falls Expansion. If this project
goes through the cost in quality of life to every resident within 10 miles will be deeply affected. It is not
that we wouldn't love to have this beautiful recreation area available to the public, it is the recklessness
and irresponsibility to which the proposed plan is designed. The scale of this proposal is one that should
be placed in vast open spaces - which are available, not down everyone's back yard and through
residential areas destroying our serenity we chose to live in AUBURN for.
Now let's get to the real threat!!! Blood will be on the Board of supervisors hands, Park's & Rec's and the
Placer Land Trust's hands should a disaster like a wild fire break out in the area, and the trash that is
attracted to such proposed attractions (HFE) including Rif Raff, crime and environmental destruction.
In my mind, Government is supposed to be for the People by the People, not Government for themselves,
help me understand where our elected representatives are Serving other entities rather than constituents
they are supposed to serve. Look what has become of the Mears Rd. catastrophe and do you not think
the same thing will happen by opening up more area. Take one moment to reflect on your street you
reside on and imagine how pleasant your living condition would be with 100 + cars per day driving on
your street every single day...Or can't any of you give a Rat's rear end about the people you are
supposed to represent. Realize that the majority of people that will be blazing through our neighborhoods
live outside of the area - not even in the district you are supposed to represent.
Please re-evaluate the oath of office you all took and consider the effects your decisions will have on the
well being of the residence you were elected to represent.
Sincerely,
Robert Bennett

From: bnntt978@aol.com <bnntt978@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 1:20 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: dianecrew@mac.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion.
Okay, I will try to be polite here and hope you will understand where the folks from Auburn are coming
from when we are dead set against something as disastrous as the Hidden Falls Expansion. If this project
goes through the cost in quality of life to every resident within 10 miles will be deeply affected. It is not
that we wouldn't love to have this beautiful recreation area available to the public, it is the recklessness
and irresponsibility to which the proposed plan is designed. The scale of this proposal is one that should
be placed in vast open spaces - which are available, not down everyone's back yard and through
residential areas destroying our serenity we chose to live in AUBURN for.
Now let's get to the real threat!!! Blood will be on the Board of supervisors hands, Park's & Rec's and the
Placer Land Trust's hands should a disaster like a wild fire break out in the area, and the trash that is
attracted to such proposed attractions (HFE) including Rif Raff, crime and environmental destruction.
In my mind, Government is supposed to be for the People by the People, not Government for themselves,
help me understand where our elected representatives are Serving other entities rather than constituents
they are supposed to serve. Look what has become of the Mears Rd. catastrophe and do you not think
the same thing will happen by opening up more area. Take one moment to reflect on your street you
reside on and imagine how pleasant your living condition would be with 100 + cars per day driving on
your street every single day...Or can't any of you give a Rat's rear end about the people you are
supposed to represent. Realize that the majority of people that will be blazing through our neighborhoods
live outside of the area - not even in the district you are supposed to represent.
Please re-evaluate the oath of office you all took and consider the effects your decisions will have on the
well being of the residence you were elected to represent.
Sincerely,
Robert Bennett

From: Robert Haufler <rjhauf@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 14, 2020 9:09 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls trail expansion
Dear Placer County Board of Supervisors,
I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project because cycling was a way for me to bond
with my father growing up and I hope to share the same experiences with my son on the
new expanded trails.

I live in Sacramento, but we would make the trip regularly to stay the day or
weekend to travel in town and have a nice local holiday while exploring the trails. I
am really excited about this opportunity and hope it happens.
Please let me know if you need any help as I am also willing to volunteer to help
out in any way possible.

Best wishes,
Robert Haufler

Sacramento, Ca

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Robert Mantz <bobmantz@me.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 8:16 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Jane Wurst <jawurst@yahoo.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls ‐ Draft SEIR Comments
Please see attached letter with comments on the Hidden Falls Draft SEIR.
‐ Bob Mantz
6715 Niblick Ct.
Auburn, CA 95602
530.269.1802

Date: May 18, 2020
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors,
Planning Commission, and Parks Division
From: Bob Mantz, 6715 Niblick Ct., Auburn
Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park (HFRP) Trails Expansion Draft SEIR

As a resident of North Auburn, I am writing to you to express my concerns about the
above referenced document. This Draft SEIR, as with the previous HFRP EIR, makes
weak assumptions and does not take into consideration the full impact that this project
will have upon the residents, roads, and fire danger of the nearby community.
1. What was the urgency to hold the Planning Commission “public hearing” (via
remote video) on May 14th when the release of the Draft SEIR was delayed
several times over the past two years? The expansion of a regional park is not
“essential business” as it pertains to our immediate health during a global
pandemic. The audio technology employed for this “remote call-in-only” was so
poor that much of the audio resulted in “undiscernible” closed captioning and
court reporting text capture. Furthermore, the Planning Commission is
questioning why they will not be reviewing and approving the modified
Conditional Use Permit (CUP). It is obvious Placer County Parks Planning staff
is charging ahead, checking the boxes and ignoring the risks of this Project.
2. In my neighborhood, our residents are opposed to Placer County planning to use
under-improved private roads and driveways through the Auburn Valley
community to access the Harvego Bear River Preserve. Placer County Park

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Planning staff have incorrectly claimed they have unrestricted easement rights to
these private roads. There will be many legal challenges ahead for the County if
they continue to claim the County has easement rights to these roads.
We believe the hundreds of miles of existing trails in Placer County and El
Dorado County are sufficient for recreation and there is not a need for expansion
to Harvego Bear River Preserve.
Expansion of Hidden Falls significantly increases the risk of wildfires caused by
careless hikers, bikers and equestrians. The insurance industry actuaries &
underwriters have calculated the risk of a wildfire1 and have either canceled
homeowners insurance policies or raised rates over 400%! … directly related to
the wildfire risk that Hidden Falls creates. Placing “NO SMOKING” signs at the
entrance to the park will not mitigate the wildfire risk associated with careless
hikers, bikers and equestrians. Placer County has not “mitigated” the risk of a
wildfire! … the risk of a wildfire is not “less than significant” … the fire risk is
critically “more than significant” when you calculate the probability of large
numbers of potentially careless people in a remote setting, unsupervised. When
our homeowners insurance rates go down, I will start to believe that the risk of a
wildfire is “less than significant”.
In the event of a wildfire that originates in the Harvego Bear River Preserve, the
access roads are grossly insufficient to permit incoming fire equipment and
evacuating residents, hikers, bikers and equestrian (with large horse trailers).
The Draft SEIR has negligently miscalculated the ability of ingress and egress
during the conditions related to a wildfire emanating from the Regional Park.
We are willing to share the Harvego Bear River Preserve with the residents of
Placer County and other surrounding counties. For the last ten years there have
been docent led hikes on land that Placer Land Trust has been preserving.
These docent led activities happen periodically and are small groups of about 25
people. We believe these docent led activities are the only way to preserve the
balance of nature, agriculture and recreation ... and keep our families, homes,
property, roads, and community safe and secure. Expanding Hidden Falls
Regional Park to the Harvego Bear River Preserve, with large numbers of
unsupervised public, accessing the park 365 days a year, significantly increases
the probability that a wildfire will occur.
Should the expansion of the Hidden Falls Regional Park to the Harvego Bear
River Preserve Project be approved, we will use all legal recourse to hold Placer
County supervisors and planning staff personally accountable for loss of life and
property should a wildfire occur in the Hidden Falls Regional Park and the
Harvego Bear River Preserve, regardless of whatever indemnity the County may
provide to government officials.

Based upon the poor assumptions the Draft SEIR has made to mitigate the
environmental impact and wildfire risks to our communities, I request that you reject this
project … but continue to support Placer Land Trust’s conservation efforts and docent
led hikes of small groups to the Harvego Bear River Preserve.
Please include my letter as part of the public comment permanent record.
Thank you,
Bob Mantz
1
The insurance actuaries and underwriters have calculate the wildfire risks
associated with Hidden Falls to be three standard deviations above the mean.
Translated, this means there is a 99.7% chance of a wildfire as a result of Hidden
Falls. The picture below is an example of how actuaries and underwriters
calculate wildfire risk. For more information about wildfire risks, see
https://wildfire-defense.com/wds_risk.html

From: Sabrina Nash <sabrina.nash@ymail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2020 2:13 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR
Date: May 18, 2020
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors,
Planning Commission, and Parks Division
From: Sabrina & David Nash
6770 Estates Court, Auburn CA 95602
Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR
As new residents of North Auburn/Auburn Valley, I am writing to you today to refute the above referenced document. This DSEIR, as with the
previous HFRP EIR, makes weak assumptions and does not take into consideration the full impact that this project will have upon the
residents, roads, environment, habitat, agriculture, security, and fire danger of the nearby community. Specific issues raised are:
Wildfire and Wildlife:





We purchased our home during fire season in 2019 and paid very expensive homeowners premiums. This project will increase
our fire hazard rating and result in rising costs of premiums and narrow our insurance carrier options if we are cancelled.
We are one of a handful of homes that are at the very end of the roadway in Auburn Valley. When a wildfire occurs, we have only
ONE WAY OUT. Even one more car will delay our escape. With a proposed 570+ more cars using the access to Hidden
Falls/Harvego Parking Lot, this impact feels like a death sentence.
Included in the disclosures upon the sale of our home was an entry specifying that our home is located in an area with protected
species, habitats as outlined in the Placer County Conservation Plan/NCCP / HCP Phase I. The DSEIR does not address the
potential effects of any protected species or habitats.

Transportation and Circulation:




The three roads that we use to access our home are all narrow, winding and have blind turns. It took us several months of daily
driving to navigate them with any amount of confidence. The general public will only access these roads occasionally and will
bring inevitable collisions due to unfamiliarity.
The roads are maintained by our HOA dues and we do not feel that we should be paying for the public’s use.

Noise, Privacy and Security:






One of the proposed access points to the expansion project is literally in our backyard. The traffic to the golf course and to
Harvego cattle ranch is already heavy and noisy (especially on the weekends). The introduction of hundreds of more
cars/trucks/trailers is unthinkable - not only can we hear them - we can SEE them as the backyard is not fenced.
We experience trespassers on a daily basis as they fish our private pond. This would introduce many more calls to the sheriffs
office for remediation
When an incident occurs due to the public being on and around our property, what kind of public protection and security will there
be for the residents of Auburn Valley?
When the public litters on our private roads and yards, who will be held responsible and pay for the clean up?

Based upon the information in the DSEIR, the assumptions it has made, and the negative impacts to the very communities who were not
included in any of the 15-year planning, I request that you reject this project.
Please include my letter as part of the public comment permanent record.
Thank you,
Sabrina & David Nash

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Sandy Slaton <sandyslaton530@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, September 6, 2020 2:09 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
We are so disappointed that the Hidden Falls Project is still an issue when it is clear that the project
expansion is a definite wildfire risk to all. There was never an intent for the local road access area to
support the number of vehicles and guests anticipated. The roads are narrow and dangerous and never
were intended for heavy traffic including horse trailers. The local residents are appalled at how our rural
lifestyles are put in jeopardy. Please do not continue this project.
Sandy and Frank Slaton
6409 Caddie Ct.
Auburn, CA 95602

From: Sheryl Wilson <sherylwilson61@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 6:48 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
I am opposed to Placer County proceeding with the Hidden Falls plans at this time.
Sheryl Wilson

From: Steve Brown <lineman@zetabroadband.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2020 7:39 AM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board
of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: 'Jane Wurst' <jawurst@yahoo.com>; thebrownsxv@gmail.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment Re: Hidden Falls expansion
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors,
Planning Commission, and Parks Division
From: Steve Brown
5045 Garden Bar Rd. Lincoln, CA 95648
Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR
As a longtime resident of Lincoln and member of Protect Rural Placer, I am writing to you today to refute
the above referenced document. This DSEIR, as with the previous HFRP EIR, makes weak assumptions
and does not take into consideration the full impact that this project will have upon the residents, roads,
and fire danger of the nearby community. As a longtime resident of Garden Bar Rd., I can tell you that the
DSEIR is deficient in traffic assumptions pertaining to Garden Bar Rd. Specifically, the County and Parks
Division has sited allowing “classroom size” groups with the current road conditions (with minimal
additional signage). When pressed to define “classroom size”, we were told groups of 250 people.
Allowing groups of any size under current road conditions would be nothing short of negligent, putting the
lives of residents and park attendees at great risk for the following reasons:


Under the current condition, Garden Bar Rd has many blind corners and is extremely narrow at
many points (as identified in each of EIR’s). Even now, residents passing in opposite directions
must often stop and pull off the road in precarious locations in order to allow room for the vehicles
to pass. To assume that allowing additional traffic with installation of minimal signage would
mitigate this existing danger is absurd.



The proposed section of Garden Bar Rd. is a radial dead end roadway extending north from Mt.
Pleasant Rd. and dead ending nearly 6 miles north near the Bear River. In the event of a fire
anywhere north of Mt. Pleasant Rd., Garden Bar Rd. south would be the only viable evacuation
route. Even with the current road condition and number of residents, it would likely prove
impossible to evacuate residents safely should a fire occur. Introducing park goers to this existing
insufficient condition would be negligent, putting all at risk.

Based upon the information in the DSEIR, the assumptions it has made, and the negative impacts to the
very communities who were not included in any of the 15-year planning, I request that you reject this
project.
Please include my letter as part of the public comment permanent record.
Thank you,
Steve Brown
Garden Bar Rd. Lincoln

From: Steven Dodd <steve530@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 13, 2020 7:21 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project
Dear Placer County Board of Supervisors,
I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. Cycling has been taking off lately with the exercise
exemption from stay at home orders and the prevalence of electronic bicycles. This is clogging the usual
trails in the area with the large influx of new riders. New trails would be greatly appreciated to spread
out the crowds. I grew up in Auburn but I live in Sacramento now. I shop at the bike shops, gas stations,
and restaurants in Auburn after riding and I'm sure others do too. This helps the local economy in a
time when it is needed most.
Signed,
Steve Dodd

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Susan Lane <lane.susan@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 4:47 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
May 20,2020
Cornelius and Susan Lane 11380 Lone Star Rd Auburn CA 95602 Sent from my iPhone We are opposed to
Hidden Falls Expansion. We moved to Auburn 44 years ago and have lived on Lone Star Rd. 37 years.
Amount of traffic has greatly increased and we can see more danger from more traffic with Hidden Falls.
Turning in and out of our driveway is dangerous both directions. Highway 49 is like a freeway and we
have waited 10‐20 minutes to turn out safely.
We were denied insurance after being with the same company for 40years. After 3 months without
insurance they reinstated it on a temporary basis. This area is known to be a high fire danger , especially
after Paradise , they are reluctant to insure. Hidden Falls decision will have a negative impact on
renewing our insurance.
Insurance companies have referenced this as a high fire area. And after Paradise they are more reluctant
to insure in this area.
We listened to the Public Hearing and it appears there is a lot more questions to be answered. We
appreciate your work so far and hope there will be another opportunity to make our concerns known
and hear your answers in person.
Please include my letter as part of the public comment in the permanent record.
Thank you, Susan Lane

From: Susan Pipkin <suemagoo32@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 12:26 PM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County
Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR
Please refer to my attached letter of concern and confirm receipt of this letter.
Susan Pipkin
"Every day we live, there's a chance to give; every time we speak, there's a chance for peace".

May 20, 2020
To: Community Development Resource Agency, Placer County Board of Supervisors,
Planning Commission, and Parks Division
From: Byron Pipkin and Susan Pipkin
9855 Spyglass Circle, Auburn, CA 95602
Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion DSEIR

As longtime residents of North Auburn/Lincoln and members of Protect Rural Placer, I am writing to you
today to ref ute the above ref erenced document. This DSEIR, as with the previous HFRP EIR, makes
weak assumptions and does not take into consideration the f ull impact that this project will have upon the
residents, roads, environment, habitat, agriculture, and f ire danger of the nearby community. Specif ic
issues raised are:

WILDFIRE
SECTION 16.0 WILDFIRE
16.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
•
•

•

There is no discussion about human behavior with regards to f ire saf ety. The SDEIR makes no
correlation between number of visitors and potential f or f ire ignitions caused by humans. Fails to
adequately discuss the percentage of wildland f ires caused by human beings or human technology.
CAL FIRE has repeatedly stated that up to 95% of wildf ires are caused by human beings. There is no
discussion about this statement within the SDEIR. CAL FIRE/Placer County Fire Division Chief
Hudson, at a North Auburn/Ophir Fire Saf e Council meeting, has verbally stated “The human element
cannot be assessed in determination of potential f ire starts.” Is this a denial of the correlation
between human use of an area and f ire starts?
Reopening of Station 184 (Lone Star) is mentioned but there is no discussion regarding massive
costs involved f or opening, staffing, equipping and maintaining the station. Why is the cost no t
addressed in the SDEIR?

16.2.3 WILDFIRE CLASSIFICATION AND BEHAVIOR
•
•
•
•
•

The SDEIR contains no discussion regarding a f ire danger rating system and how a f ire danger rating
will af f ect dispatch of equipment f or initial attack.
The SDEIR f ails to identif y and disclose that the HFRP Expansion area has been classif ied by CAL
FIRE as a WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE, an area with the greatest potential f or loss of lives and
structures.
The SDEIR contains no discussion regarding what constitutes red f lag conditions.
The SDEIR contains no discussion regarding Park administrative action, such as closing the Park to
visitors, during red f lag conditions.
The SDEIR contains very limited discussion regarding potential rate of spread as inf luenced by
topography, f uels and weather. Rate of spread is concerning as it related to evacuation and the
welf are or saf ety of the community.

16.2.4 FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES
•

The SDEIR contains no discussion or correlation between f ire hazard severity levels in the expansion
area as those severity levels relate to the manner of interpretation witnessed by PG&E actions and
actions of insurance companies.

•

PG&E and f ire insurance companies regard the area as laden with great risk. PG&E addresses this
with planned power outages during red f lag conditions. Insurance companies address this with more
and more homeowner policy cancellations.

16.4.2 EMERGENCY RESPONSE/EMERGENCY EVACUATION
•
•
•

•

An estimated 6,000 residences in proximity to HFRP and the Trails Expansion area could be af f ected
by f ire under red f lag conditions. During the 49 Fire (August 2009) Bell Road was impassable.
No evidence or data is provided in the SDEIR giving any inf ormation about the number of driveways
and side roads along Bell, Cramer and Lone Star and the possible total number of vehicles that could
be merging to evacuate all at one time.
Ef f ective evacuation and emergency vehicle response via Cramer, Bell and Lone Star Roads would
be a signif icant problem as area residents and Park visitor vehicles and horse trai ler rigs attempt to
exit Twilight Ride or the Harvego parking lots. Evacuation f rom area wineries and the Auburn Valley
golf course would f urther add to the conf usion.
As seen at the 240 sq. mi. wind-driven 2018 Camp Fire in Paradise, Calif ornia, when f ew escape
routes exist, there can be chaos, and even loss of lif e.

16.6 MITIGATION MEASURES
The SDEIR states, “the potential exists f or the project to expose people to an uncontrolled wildf ire and to
exacerbate risk of wildf ire during construction, maintenance, and public use of trail system.
The SDEIR f ails to provide evidence that the mitigation measures will diminish that increased risk.
•
•
•
•
•
•

The purchase of a Lightweight Rescue Vehicle (LRV) is noted; cost inf ormation f or the vehicle and
staf f is missing and no evidence exists that the LRV can or will reduce incidence of wildf ires. What is
the actual projected cost of the LRV and annual cost of the staf fing that would operate it?
Missing f rom the SDEIR is how visitors will be policed f or illegal camping, campf ires, BBQs, smoking,
running dogs of f leash, harassing livestock, and myriad similar problems when Calif ornia Land
Management “Rangers” will be the relied upon enf orcement group.
Are multiple “Rangers” on site every day?
What will be the annual cost of the additional “Rangers”?
Fuel mitigation, as stated, does not reduce the chance f or ignition of f ires.
The SDEIR unjustly appears to speculate that f uture incidence of wildland f ire will correlate with the
past 55 years of f ire history in the area. There is no correlation because the trail expansion area was
privately held land f ree of visitor impact during most of those years.

OTHER: SIGNIFICANT ITEMS/ISSUES THAT THE SDEIR FAILS TO ADDRESS
•

•
•

Fire history within the local region, in similar f uel types and with similar topographic f eatures, is not
addressed by AECOM in the SDEIR. Three signif icant f ires that exemplif y potential are noted:
1. August 30, 2009: The 49 Fire of southwest winds pushed the f ire northeast and consumed 340
acres, 60 homes, 3 businesses, and more.
2. September 1, 2008: The Gladding Fire was driven by wind burning southeast f rom its point of
origin and consumed 960 acres, 4 residences and many more structures.
3. 1992: The Fawn Hill Fire another wind-driven f ire that burned 250 acres and 11 homes.
More than 900 miles of trails already exist in Placer County. Funding to maintain these existing trails
is in the present problematic.
With expansion of the HFRP, Placer County creates untold liability by introducing many hundreds, if
not thousands, of Park users into a f ire-prone area, an area already impacted by f ire insurance
cancellations and insurance rate increases that are largely attuned to calculated risk.

•

The impacted “People” noted in the Placer County Community Wildf ire Protection Pl an (PCCWPP)
are the residents of a rural community living within the conf ines of the expansion project or on its
borders. The Parks Division has identif ied 6,000 f amilies that are within, adjacent to, or surrounding
the Expansion area.

FAILS TO ADDRESS
•

•
•
•

Fire history within the local region, in similar f uel types and with similar topographic f eatures, is not
addressed by AECOM in the SDEIR. Three signif icant f ires that exemplif y potential are noted:
1. August 30, 2009: The 49 Fire of southwest winds pushed the f ire northeast and consumed 340
acres, 60 homes, 3 businesses, and more.
2. September 1, 2008: The Gladding Fire was driven by wind burning southeast f rom its point of
origin and consumed 960 acres, 4 residences and many more structures.
3. 1992: The Fawn Hill Fire another wind-driven f ire that burned 250 acres and 11 homes.
More than 900 miles of trails already exist in Placer County. Funding to maintain these existing trails
is in the present problematic.
With expansion of the HFRP, Placer County creates untold liability by introducing many hundreds, if
not thousands, of Park users into a f ire-prone area, an area already impacted by f ire insurance
cancellations and insurance rate increases that are largely attuned to calculated risk.
The impacted “People” noted in the Placer County Community Wildf ire Protection Plan (PCCWPP)
are the residents of a rural community living within the conf ines of the expansion project or on its
borders. The Parks Division has identif ied 6,000 f amilies that are within, adjacent to, or surrounding
the Expansion area.

•
TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION
SECTION 8: TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION
Def inition of Rural: Pertaining to country as distinguished f rom the city or town; rustic. 2. Pertaining to
f arm or agriculture.
The Hidden Falls Expansion, which is 100% recreational, does not meet any of the criterium def ining
rural.
•

The access roads leading to the proposed expansion parking lots (Garden Bar, Lone Star,
Cramer and Bell) are narrow and riddled with blind curves, undulating hills, and limited visibility.

•

We have conducted our own survey of Bell, Cramer and Lone Star, and f ound 73 driveways and
of f shoot roads that have dangerous entrances and exits. We were caref ul to only include those
(out of hundreds) that had one of the above access dangers.

•

Many curves along these roads have signs suggesting 15 MPH because the visibility is less than
a car length approaching the entrance f rom both directions.

•

The SDEIR f ails to identif y and evaluate how increasing vehicle traf f ic on these rural roads will
substantially increase the danger on these roads.

Cramer Road:
•

The SDEIR makes ref erence that Cramer Road has had 3 “reported” incidences (collisions) which
puts it above the state average, but f ails to indicate that Cramer Road does not have a center line
or that traf f ic saf ety on this road would be signif icant. This road does not meet minimum saf ety
standards. If a road does not meet this standard, who is liable in the case of an accident?

Lone Star Road:
•

Lone Star Road has a high-volume of traf f ic due to Auburn Valley residents, AV Country Club,
and other residential developments.

•

Signif icant blind curve Southbound SR49 at Lone Star Road.

•

Lef t turn lane f rom Northbound SR49 onto Lone Star Road is hazardous because of current high
traf f ic volume. If the lef t turn lane was f ully occupied with cars turning lef t onto Lone Star, the
resulting backup of cars would impose a grave danger to other motorists on Northbound SR49.

Bell Road:
•

The SDEIR f ails to identif y that Bell Road, West of Highway 49, will be heavily impacted due to
the approval of high density and high traf f ic generating residential, government and commercial
projects.

•

Due to the volume of traf f ic, poor visibility, grade of road, excessive speed of mot orists, and f or
the saf ety of residents and visitors to the area, a lef t-hand turn lane into Twilight Ride entrance is
absolutely essential with Phase 1 of the parking lot.

Garden Bar Road:
•

The SDEIR provides f or public access, with only minimal road impro vements: added signage f or
Phase 1A and pullouts f or Phase 1B. This demonstrates a lack of regard f or the saf ety of the
residents.

Mears Drive:
•

Excessive traf f ic and speeding, with no Calif ornia Highway Patrol presence.

Volume of Traf f ic:
•

The SDEIR states that the Twilight Ride Parking Lot on Bell Road will generate 600 vehicle trips
on a single weekend day. The Harvego Parking Lot which is accessed through Auburn Valley
Country Club will generate 573 vehicles. That is 1,173 vehicles in a single weekend d ay on Bell,
Cramer and Lone Star Roads. The impact will be devastating.

•

The SDEIR f ails to identif y all the other sources of traf f ic to these roads: Wineries, AVCC Golf
Course, Event Center and Restaurant, Agri-Tourism events, North Auburn Art Studio Tours.

•

The SDEIR f ails to identif y that traf f ic safety issues will be compounded by truck and trailer rigs
and cyclists. None of these roads have adequate shoulder or bike lanes.

•

Based on the Park’s Department inf ormation two -thirds of the visitors to the current Hidden Falls
Regional Park are not f rom Placer County. This has caused the Mears Road and Mt. Vernon
residents to be subjected to vandalism, littering, and increased traf f ic.

•

What will happen with overf low when the parking lots are f ull? We only have to look at the Mears
Road entrance to see what problems they have had and continue to endure.

•

The County’s solution and mitigation is signage. Will we have to endure “No Parking” signs all
along our rural roads and driveways? And what good will they d o?

•

The SDEIR does not adequately address evacuation in the case of a wildf ire. It does not identif y
and quantif y the number of residents egressing and the implications of narrow, winding rural
roads being congested and overwhelmed.

Highway 49:
•

The SDEIR f ails to disclose the traf f ic collisions and f atalities on SR 49 f rom Lone Star to Bell
Road over the past 10 years. There have been 4 f atalities on this stretch of SR 49 over the last 6
months. The SDEIR f ails to identif y SR 49 as an extremely dangerous stretch of highway and a
signif icant impact.

•

The SDEIR states that, “the project’s traf f ic contribution to the SR 49 /Lone Star and SR/49
intersections is considered to be substantial, but f ails to conclude and disclose that this would be
a significant impact.”

•

The SDEIR and the County can’t count on any saf ety improvements (proposed roundabouts and
center divider) to this section of SR 49 by Caltrans, because the improvements will require
extensive studies, analysis, public input, f unding and construction, which could be years out.

In closing:
The County has been planning the Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion since 2005, and has not
collaborated with the residents in the af f ected communities of rural North Auburn and Lincoln.
Based upon the inf ormation in the DSEIR, the assumptions it has made, and the negative impacts to the
very communities who were not included in any of the 15-year planning, I request that you reject this
project.
Please include my letter as part of the public comment permanent record.
Thank you,
Byron Pipkin
Susan Pipkin
Protect Rural Placer

From: Bonnie Anderson <bonbons68@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 8:35 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert
<SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Joshua Huntsinger <JHuntsin@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Access and Expansion Project
Placer County Board of Supervisors,
Please consider the attached the Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association letter. The TCA wishes to voice its
strong opposition to the Hidden Fall Regional Park Access and Expansion Project. The Tahoe
Cattlemen’s Association represents livestock operators in Placer and Nevada counties and is the local
affiliate of the California Cattlemen’s Association which is the state’s primary representative of cattle
grazers.
Sincerely,
Bonnie Anderson
Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association President

TAHOE CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
REPRESENTING

THE

STOCKGROWERS

OF

PLACER

AND

NEVADA COUNTIES

Post Office Box 1044
Lincoln, CA 95648
May 12, 2020
Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn, CA 95603
Re:

Hidden Falls Regional Park Access and Expansion Project

The Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association by this letter wishes to voice its strong opposition to the
Hidden Fall Regional Park Access and Expansion Project. The Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association
represents livestock operators in Placer and Nevada counties and is the local affiliate of the
California Cattlemen’s Association which is the state’s primary representative of cattle grazers.
Safety is an everyday concern in the ranching world. Large animals, large equipment, steep
hillsides, mud, fire and remoteness make for an environment where danger is always present. The
proposed project could greatly increase those risks. Dogs and bicycles around cattle can be
problematic, but more pressing concerns relate to mobility, fire and crime. The proposal to expand
the Hidden Falls Regional Park appears to call for new access and parking lots off of Bell Road and
Garden Bar / Big Hill, and in North Auburn on Curtola Ranch Road which is through Auburn Valley
Country Club. The plan calls for a vastly expanded trail system with some sort of management with
the Placer Land Trust. It will open up the Harvego Bear River Preserves currently leased to Bruin
Ranch to hundreds of hikers, cyclists and equestrians every day.
Our rural Placer County Roads are all too often chip seal on top of red clay and little more
than one lane wide.







Opening the Hidden Falls access off of Mt. Vernon created a nightmare. Mt. Vernon is the
primary route between Auburn and the area north of Lincoln. Parking on the sides of the road
was addressed by no parking signs, but the load of traffic on that narrow and steep road is
unabated and makes pulling a stock trailer on that road very difficult and dangerous.
Bell Road is narrow with sharp turns and can be hectic when operating a truck and trailer
now. Addition of a major parking lots / access facilities welcoming hikers, bikers and
amateur equestrians pulling horse trailers is going to be another traffic nightmare.
Garden Bar / Big Hill and Curtola Ranch roads are not designed for high traffic, or ANY real
traffic.
Gathering cattle off of the Garden Bar area has historically necessitated sending a car ahead
of cattle trucks to intercept oncoming vehicles and get them off the road somehow so the
trucks can pass.
The county has historically considered vineyard tasting rooms / entertainment venues as
problematic because many of our country roads cannot accommodate two way traffic. The
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roads impacted by the proposed project cannot.
Roads have an enhanced importance in fire country. Placer and Nevada counties are fire
country. Ranchers, who have historically managed the Hidden Falls area, have a vested interest in
fire prevention and are themselves a major source of fuel reduction through grazing. Turning over
management to Placer Land Trust or the county itself removes decision making from people whose
focus is on preserving the feed and avoiding fire risks. In 2008 the Gladding Fire which started on
the PLT’s Doty Ravine preserve ran over five miles and burned out half a dozen ranch families.




The area of the Gladding Fire, from Gladding at Merritt to Fowler at Virginiatown, has some
of the best roads and fire equipment access in the county.
If a fire started on the expanded Hidden Falls preserve use areas off of Garden Bar we would
have another Paradise situation where fire fighters would be unable to respond because they
would need to allow the one lane road to be used for escape from the area.
Humans cause most fires. Adding thousands of people into the tinderbox foothill areas with
no commensurate increase in fire preparedness is likely to be disastrous.

And, there is the inherent problem of a non-resident (transient) populous coming into a rural,
sparsely populated area. As with the American River Parkway, crime invariably increases. Placer
County citizens in the areas around the expanded Hidden Falls will be impacted with more traffic,
unwelcome strangers having access to their isolated homes, and vastly increased risk of catastrophic
fire with no adequate escape routes. And the ranchers of the area, even those not close to the project
areas, will be confronted with a load of trucks, cars and bicycles that will make movement through
the area very difficult.
In concluding, we would like to emphasize the liability issues faced by the ranching families
in the area. Mother cows are very protective of their young; guard dogs are very protective of the
animals they protect, and people unfamiliar with livestock occasionally think it is fun to confront
livestock. If a biker, hiker, or jogger is injured by a mother cow protecting its young, or a guard dog
doing its job, are the area’s ranchers going to be sued for damages because of the county’s proposed
action.
We encourage the Board to reject the proposed project and preserve rural Placer County.

Very truly yours,

Bonnie L. Anderson
Bonnie Anderson, President
Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association

cc :
Supervisors and district directors by email

Placer County Board of Supervisors
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Brian Estes, Cal Fire
Josh Huntsinger, Agricultural Commissioner

From: Teresa Muscarella <trmdesigns@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2020 1:26 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Fall expansion
Attached is my response letter to the DSEIR report for the Hidden Falls expansion report. Please
include my letter as part of the public comment permanent record.
Thank you,
Teresa and Mike Muscarella

From: Tom Miele <tommymiele@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 11:58 AM
To: Placer County Environmental Coordination Services <CDRAECS@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board
of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] COMMENTS: HIDDEN FALLS REGIONAL PARK EXPANSION DRAFT SEIR

Dear Sir or Madam,

Please include the following comments in the final SEIR for the Hidden Falls Regional
Park Expansion.
As president of the Sisson Lane Road Maintenance Association, I represent the 15
residents living along Sisson Lane, Auburn.

Sisson Lane is a private road off of Lone Star Road, approximately ½ mile from
Highway 49. Sisson Lane extends from Lone Star Road almost to the Bear River and
runs parallel to the Bruin Ranch, now called the Harvego Preserve and possibly the
future home of the Hidden Falls Regional Park. The draft SEIR for the HFRP Expansion
makes no mention of the impact on the residents of Sisson Lane. The residents of
Sisson Lane are concerned that if the park is opened people will use Sisson Lane as an
alternative or “backdoor” to the park, since there is really nothing preventing them from
doing so. The residents of Sisson Lane want to know how the county is going to prevent
people from trespassing and entering the park illegally by simply turning right off of Lone
Star Road and driving down Sisson Lane, parking, and climbing over or going under the
fence. This will also create confrontations between residents and trespassing park
enthusiasts. We would like the final SEIR to address trespassing on Sisson Lane and
how it will be mitigated? The residents of Sisson Lane recommend that the county
install and maintain an electric gate at the intersection of Lone Star Road and Sisson
Lane to prevent trespassing and illegal entry into the HFRP. This is going to be a
problem that should have been covered in the draft SEIR. Please incude the impact on
Sisson Lane and its residents in the final SEIR.
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Sincerely,

Thomas M. Miele
8320 Sisson Lane, Auburn
President, Sisson Lane RMA
(530) 305-2371
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‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Tim OLeary <toleary69@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Friday, September 4, 2020 2:49 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Somehow it doesn’t seem that all of the issues have been addressed with SEIR? Traffic studies,
environmental concerns and the legal access through AuburnValley and Curtola (driveway) I doubt have
been properly reviewed! If this issue is going to proceed without proper community input there are
serious problems with this process!
Sent from my iPhone

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Vera Weddle <weddlefch_vera@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 4:36 PM
To: Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors
<BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Reg. Pk, Trails
It appears our county leaders haven't a clue what the impact will be to all residents of Bell Rd and
connecting areas, even though locals have been sharing their concerns since this problem came to be.
Prior to 1975, we lived on Mt. Vernon Rd., Hastings Lane to be exact. Mears Rd. was right up the road, a
peaceful, quiet area! We know people who still live there, and they are angry about this whole mess, to
say the least.
Wild Fires ‐ we already have problems w/Fire insurance availability for our homes, and we are careful to
protect our property. When a fire occurs‐ will everyone get out safely on our narrow, twisty, winding
roads??
Traffic ‐ some days Bell Rd. is very busy. You have to be careful leaving your driveway. With a downhill
turn on one side of your property and an uphill turn on the other, and there are lots along this road, you
take your life in your hands. And some go too fast for conditions.
No shoulders for hikers or bikers to move over. Hidden Falls access certainly will not improve safety for
all.
Please include this letter as part of Public record.
Thank you, from residents of 45 years on Bell Rd.
James & Vera Weddle
5150 Bell Rd.
Auburn CA 95602

Sent from Yahoo Mail. Get the app

To:

Placer County Planning Commission

From: Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer
Date:

September 8, 2020

Re:

Ride-along Tour of the Hidden Falls Expansion area

Hello Sam, Nathan, Richard, Jeff, Anders, Larry and Wayne,
The NOTICE OF AVAILABITY OF THE HIDDEN FALLS ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT came out Friday,
September 4. It indicated that the project would go before the Planning Commission (no date given).
Knowing that you will be faced with a critical decision, Protect Rural Placer believes it is vital that you
have as much information as possible about the Project. The Hidden Falls Expansion Project poses huge
public safety issues as well as costly fiscal impacts.
We (Curt and Jane Wurst) would like to take each of you individually on a ride-along tour, so that we can
show you a few significant areas that will be considerably impacted, and yet aren’t adequately
addressed in the SEIR or by the Parks Department. They are:
1. Auburn Valley Road and Curtola Ranch Road, lead to the Harvego Preserve and proposed
parking lot. These are private roads, maintained by the AVPOA and Auburn Valley Country Club.
The County, though asked decades ago to assume some responsibility for the roads, chose not
to. Now they believe they can utilize the roads for public access into a county park and trail
network, the expanded HFRP. These legal issues have not been resolved.
2. Country Club Lane is a private road off of Bell Road. Along with the Big Hill Property owners
there is a road association that maintains the road and the locked security gate up into the Big
Hill community. The proposed trail system provides access into this gated community which is
illegal. These legal issues have not been resolved.
3. Big Hill properties/homes sit in the middle of the proposed 2,700-acre trail expansion. By
allowing thousands of hikers, cyclists and equestrians up on Big Hill trails it will open up Big Hill
residents to increased wildfire danger, illegal trespassing, vandalism, theft and altercations. Curt
has access into this gated community since we run cattle up there.
4. Orr Creek Lane is a NID road off Bell Road, that connects with the Taylor Preserve and is near
the proposed Twilight Ride parking lot and trailhead. It will become a site of free and illegal
entry, which will quickly go viral on social media. We live on Orr Creek Lane and over the past 5+
years there are weekly trespassers that drive down Orr Creek Lane to access the Taylor Preserve
or to swim in the creek (on private property). Multiple trail websites and GPS indicate there are
already trails on the Taylor Preserve. The 4 residents on Orr Creek Lane will constantly be
dealing with illegal parking, trespassing, crime and altercations.
5. Bell Road, Cramer Road, Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road all have blind hairpin curves. By
increasing the traffic and adding in horse trailers and cyclists there will be significant traffic
safety issues.
6. Evacuation on all these roads, even with current traffic, is an extreme concern for the residents.
We hope that you will feel as we do, that it is important for you to see first-hand what we are concerned
about. Please call us at your earliest convenience to set up a time for a ride-along tour. It takes about 90
minutes. Our home phone: 530 885-3936.
Thank you for your service to our County and for going the extra mile to be well informed.
Curt and Jane Wurst

Hidden Falls Regional Park
Trails Expansion
(PLN19-00347)
Correspondence
Received After Packet Distribution

Planning Commission
January 28, 2021
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Dear Planning Commissioners:
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
Since June 2018, the residents in our communities in North Auburn and Lincoln and the ag
stakeholders (Placer County Farm Bureau, Tahoe Cattlemen’s Assoc., cattle ranchers) have
expressed outrage and concerns regarding this proposed expansion. The Parks Division continues
to disregard the valid concerns of the stakeholders.
Our concerns about the proposed Project and the SEIR:
Inadequate, narrow roads with numerous blind curves, blind driveways and off shoot roads
SEIR fails to disclose that the Hwy 49 and Cramer Road intersection is a “Significant but
unavoidable impact” as was concluded in the 2020 Winery and Brewery Ordinance. Hwy 49 and
Lone Star should be disclosed as a “significant impact” as well.
Lack of acknowledgment and disclosure of the potential evacuation issues
Increased potential for catastrophic wildfires
Disregards the increased demand the project would put on our first responders and the county’s
funding shortfall for Fire/EMS services
Fiscal responsibility at a time when our County should be prioritizing spending on essential services
and funding approved recreation projects that are waiting for funding
Negative impact on ag stakeholders/cattle ranchers and agriculture as a whole. Both Placer County
Farm Bureau and Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association are in opposition to this Project
The residents in the Mears area have not been contacted with the intent to solicit, identify and
address their concerns. Residents hate the traffic and yet Project proposes to add more parking
spaces and increase the traffic.
Fails to address how the congested volume of visitors on the Taylor and Kotomyan Preserves will
be harmful to the environment, air quality and undermine conservation goals.
Fails to adequately identify and address the critical impact of park visitors gaining illegal access on
one of the off-shoot roads that lead to the expansion area: Orr Creek Lane, Cramer extension,
Country Club Lane, Auburn Valley Road, Curtola Ranch Road, leading to altercations and potential
for trespassing and crime.
Provides illegal access into the gated community up on Big Hill

We trust that you will thoughtfully consider all aspects and impacts of this project and whether the
Parks Division has completed all their obligations to meet with and address the concerns from the
various stakeholders and address all the requests of the Planning Commissioners from the
10/22/20 Public Hearing.

John & Virginia Barnes
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Martin Clevenger <marty@westerra.net>
Thursday, January 28, 2021 5:25 AM
Sue Colbert
Sue Colbert; Placer County Board of Supervisors; Supervisor Gore; Suzanne Jones; Robert Weygandt;
Jim Holmes; kuhler@placer.ca.gov; Cindy Gustafson
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project-PLEASE FORWARD TO DAN WOODWARD, SUSAN
JONES AND ALL COUNTY SUPERVISORS

Our family has hiked and biked many times at the Hidden Falls Park, and when friends and family
visit from out of town, it is one of the first outings we consider as we expose them to all the jewels of
Pacer County, and as we search for our daily “outdoor fixes” in our quest for fitness and health. The
Park is one of the exceptional examples and amenities of what Placer County offers its citizenry. One
of the many things that have been learned during this challenging pandemic is the critical importance
of our ability to safely exercise (walk/hike/run/bike/swim ,etc.) outdoors.
The only challenges we have ever experienced are the (1) limited parking capacity and (2)crowded
trails and those impacts on limiting the use of the Park and its trail system. Park users have always
been friendly and sensitive to others’ varied uses of the trail system. The Park always provides for
innumerable opportunities for education involving flora and fauna, wildlife, geology, and instructional
opportunities for varied outdoor sports. The Park is truly capable of becoming a world-class family
amenity.
Our entire family wholeheartedly supports the expansion of the Park and hope you will vote in favor of
this project. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
“I dream a world where man, No other man will scorn, Where love will bless the earth And peace its paths adorn, I
dream a world where all Will know sweet freedom's way, Where greed no longer saps the soul Nor avarice blights our
day. A world I dream where black or white, Whatever race you be, Will share the bounties of the earth, And every man is
free, Where wretchedness will hang its head And joy, like a pearl, Attends the needs of all mankind‐Of such I dream, my
world!” – LANGSTON HUGHES

Godspeed,

Marty
THE WESTERRA GROUP
Developing Excellence…Since 1999

CLEVENGER FAMILY PHILANTHROPIES
Education - Poverty Alleviation – Women/Youth Development
Martin V. Clevenger
President/Founder
he/him/his
1512 Eureka Rd., Suite 230
Roseville, CA 95661
916/797/8344 Ext. 103
916/834/0016 - Mobile
marty@westerra.net
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Proud Founder’s Circle Member of Stanford
Professionals in Real Estate:

If it is important to communicate with me in a timely manner, please call my mobile phone (number
above) as I am checking emails and texts no more often than daily.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this electronic message, including attachments, is covered by
the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. Section 2510-2521, is confidential and is intended solely for the
use of the intended recipient. It is to be conveyed only to the designated recipient(s) and may contain privileged
information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure, retransmission, distribution or other use or taking of any action
based upon this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient of this communication, please delete and destroy all copies. If you are the intended recipient of this
communication, you should not copy, disclose or distribute this communication without the authority of the company from
which it was sent. Any views expressed in this communication are those of the individual sender, except where the sender
specifically states them to be the views of this company and/or individual. Except as required by law, the above company
and/or individual does not represent, warrant or guarantee that the integrity of this communication has been maintained
nor that the communication is free of errors, virus, interception or interference. We have taken precautions to screen this
message for viruses but we cannot guarantee that it is virus free nor can we be responsible for any damage that may be
caused by opening this email. We reserve the right to monitor and review the content of all email communications sent or
received. Circular 230 Notice: Any written advice provided herein (and in any attachments) is not intended or written to be
used, and cannot be used, to avoid any penalty under the Internal Revenue Code or to promote, market, or recommend to
anyone, a transaction or matter addresses herein. If you have received this communication in error, please contact
us by email (marty@westerra.net) or by telephone at 916.797.8344 extension 101. Thank you.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Richard Coyle <rcoyle@devineintermodal.com>
Thursday, January 28, 2021 6:42 AM
Sue Colbert
Suzanne Jones
[EXTERNAL] Please forward to Dan Woodward – Hidden Falls Expansion

Hello…
I am a resident of District 4 (Granite Bay) and fully support expansion of the Hidden Falls Park and, as a regular user of
outdoor activities in our region – hiking, biking ‐‐‐ I am most hopeful you’ll support this too.
Thank you for your consideration
Richard R. Coyle

9747 Weddington Circle
Granite Bay, CA 95746
(916)712-8866
Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Defend Granite Bay - A Community Association <defendgb@gmail.com>
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 11:24 AM
Sue Colbert
Shirlee Herrington; Judy Isaman; Alliance For Environmental Leadership
[EXTERNAL] Re: Hidden Falls Region Park Expansion Project (PLN19-00187)

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Ms Colbert,
Please see that our comments on Agenda Items 2 and 3 are provided to the Planning Commissioners prior to tomorrow's
hearing.
Thank you in advance
Larissa Berry

2. BICKFORD RANCH SPECIFIC PLAN – PHASE 1 SMALL LOT VESTING TENTATIVE
SUBDIVISION MAP MODIFICATION (PLN20-00347)
We respectfully request that the Bickford Ranch Specific Plan be afforded no additional entitlements nor be
granted selective enforcement of county required 110% fees for winterization and erosion control.
In 2015, the project was rezoned to eliminate the golf course and related facilities, all High-Density Residential
units, the sales tax revenue generating commercial site and school.
It can only be presumed that these community benefits were the mitigation for the projects significant and
unavoidable impacts. We question how the EIR certified in 2001 can still apply in light of these benefits no
longer existing.
The only remaining benefits for mitigation are the community center, trails and horse staging area and fire
station. As part of Phase III, these benefits are not guaranteed. Additional reductions of financial burden on the
developer should be forgone as they have already received multiple and generous entitlements:
 Relieved of constructing 10% affordable units on site.
o Based on limited information provided to the public, we can only rely upon a staff report
which cites negotiating of in-lieu fees for affordable housing fees of $4,000 per unit in violation
of Placer County Housing Element Policy B-13 and 14.1
o It is requested by the public that the Planning Commission verify this information.
 Construction of a school resulting from rezones altering the project demographics.
 Rezones to LDR generating significantly higher profits at the cost of a housing mix desperately
needed to address the California housing crisis.

3. HIDDEN FALLS REGIONAL PARK TRAILS EXPANSION PROJECT CONDITIONAL USE
PERMIT MODIFICATION (PLN19-00187)
1

6

At this time, Auburn’s tax measure for added fire protection failed. It can only be assumed that the residents of
this County, already the 9th highest taxed of 58 in California are weary of adding tax burden. California has
been ravaged by unprecedented forest fires, COVID-19 will have wide-spread impacts for the foreseeable
future, destruction of natural habitats throughout Placer is rampant and the County has a short-fall of funding
for existing parks and trails.
 The economic impacts on private businesses using the area for grazing have not been vetted.
 Funding for the public facilities has not been identified
o It would be speculative to assume a new tax measure will be passed
 Threats of wildfires will be exacerbated by allowing camping, motorized vehicles and higher number
of visitors
 The residents adjacent to the project will be subject to traffic exceeding roadway capacity
 VMT analysis did not take into account impacts of the newly approved Winery/Brewery Ordinance
Additionally, we ask if either the Planning Commission or the Board of Supervisors can/will truly take public
comment into consideration? It appears that this expansion has been pre-approved with the purchase of 5345
Bell Rd for spill over parking in January of 2020.
At minimum, the conditions of approval should include a 100ft densely vegetated buffer to mitigate noise and
visual impacts for the immediately adjacent and contiguous parcels.
The Defend Granite Bay Board and members

1
B-13 The County currently requires 10 percent of residential units in specific plans be affordable
(i.e., 4 percent very-low, 4 percent low, 2 percent moderate). On a case-by case basis, the County shall
consider allowing developers that provide extremely low-income units to reduce the required percentage
of other affordable units.
B-14 The County shall consider requiring 10 percent affordable units, payment of an in-lieu fee, or
comparable affordable housing measure(s) acceptable to the County, for any General Plan amendment
that increases residential density.
On Tue, Jan 19, 2021 at 4:49 PM Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov> wrote:
Hello,
Please find the attached legal notice for the project listed above, scheduled for the January 28,
2021 Planning Commission meeting.

Thank you,

CEQA Lists
 Hidden Falls 2
2
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Sue Colbert
Senior Board / Commission Clerk
Community Development Resource Agency
Planning Services Division
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 745-3113 | (530) 745-3080 fax | scolbert@placer.ca.gov

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator
in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data.
Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Keith Donnermeyer <kdonnermeyer@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 10:36 PM
Sue Colbert
Suzanne Jones
[EXTERNAL] Please forward to Dan Woodward - Hidden Falls Expansion

Dear County Supervisor Jones and Planning Commissioner Woodward,
As a resident of district 4 my wife and I support the expansion of Hidden Falls park. We have been
fortunate to hike the park on several occasions and it, along with so many other trails in the area, are
some the biggest assets our country has to offer to its residents and its visitors. Now more than ever
we need these valuable assets. We sincerely hope that you will support the park expansion. Thank
you and thank you for all you do for the residents of Placer County.
Sincerely, Keith & Charlotte Donnermeyer

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
Subject:

Louise Fry <blfry65@gmail.com>
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 4:47 PM
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Hidden Falls Expansion

First I would like to thank the Planning commission for at least reducing the Hidden falls project. But it needs
to be SHUT down completely. NO FURTHER THING DONE to it. NO MORE TRAILS, ESPECIALL NO CAMPING
OR EXPANDING OF PARKING LOTS, NO EXPANSION OF ANY KIND. They have done enough damage to our
property and especially that on Mears Rd. I heard from friends that live there all the time. The efforts to
control things they say are under control are some what better but not what they should be. What's it going
to be it they make it bigger.
We have now had our Fire Insurance canceled for the second time. The "Fair Plan" is definitely out of
control. There fees are outrageous... to the point the average person can't afford it, and with those funds
become the way of the gas tax? Put into the general fund and then when a fire burns you out there is no
money to help rebuild?
You the Planning Commission and/or County Supervisors put Fire Stations that you have closed back into
service. A little more property tax would be better that astronomical fees they charge for Fire Insurance.
By in larging Hidden Falls you are only making this matter worse. Then there is our Roads. They are not
constructed to take the extra traffic or horse trailers.
We THE HOME OWNERS of this area, DO NOT WANT THIS PARK HERE.
ROBERT AND LOUISE FRY
5401 Bell Rd.

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Gary Johnson <gary@sognidolci.com>
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 5:40 PM
Sue Colbert
Suzanne Jones
[EXTERNAL] Please forward to Dan Woodward - Hidden Falls Expansion

I support the Hidden Falls trail expansion. Our family loved to hike and mountain bike. When friends come to town this
is always a great way to enjoy our community.
I am a Granite Bay resident in District 4 and hope this project gets approval and completed.
Gary Johnson
916‐996‐0517
Granite Bay, Ca
Sent from my iPhone

Gary Johnson
Sent from my iPhone

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laura Kindelt <laurakindelt@gmail.com>
Thursday, January 28, 2021 9:44 AM
Sue Colbert; Suzanne Jones
[EXTERNAL] Please forward to Dan Woodward – Hidden Falls Expansion

Dear Mr. Woodward,

I am excited to hear that the Hidden Falls Expansion Project will be discussed this evening, and I would like to express my
support for the project. Our family lives in District 4 and we are avid mountain bike riders and hikers who have explored
all over Northern California and Hidden Falls is our absolute favorite! We are at Hidden Falls 30–40 days each year and
feel extremely fortunate to have it so close. The park is very well designed and impeccably maintained. We LOVE Hidden
Falls and it is a gem for Placer County! That said, the need for expansion has been evident for several years. With a
mixture of bike riders, hikers, and horses, the trails can get crowded and at times dangerous. The parking pass system
has helped control the crowds a bit, but it has also prevented many folks from enjoying this tremendous asset of Placer
County.

I hope that this insight from an active and appreciative user will help you in making your decision. I urge you to pass the
expansion of Hidden Falls.

Kind regards,
Laura Kindelt

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Susan Lane <lane.susan@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 10:47 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project

January 26,2021
Dear Planning Commissioners:
I am writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed Hidden Falls Expansion Project. Since
June 2018, the residents in our community have expressed outrage and concerns regarding this
proposed expansion. The Parks Division continues to disregard the valid concerns of the stakeholders.
We are most concerned with the increased traffic and fire danger to this area. Lone Star Rd is so
dangerous and I am seriously fearful each time I pull out of my driveway. You add more traffic
including horse trailers, people unfamiliar with the area and it is just a matter of time when there will
be serious accidents. If I were a Planning Commissioner and knowing the facts that have been
presented, I could not contribute to the decision making that could lead to serious accidents on
these roads as well as the disaster that would be should a fire occur and people are trapped in the
Hidden Falls area.
I attended the public Hearing on 10/22/20. After listening to the first several speakers , I felt
disheartened thinking they were going to pass the project and have not done enough homework.
Then the last speaker was amazing.He had more knowledge than anyone who I have ever heard
speak to this matter. I have been to a lot of these meetings and he gave many of us hope that
problems were going to be addressed. He said he couldn’t go forward with this project and other
members joined him saying there’s still a lot to be looked into. The last speaker had validated our
concerns, listened and cared. Listening to the Fire Dept., Police Dept. and others, it became obvious
this was an incomplete project. How could anyone approve it if they just listened to all that had been
said and put themselves in the shoes of those of us who have lived in this area for many years.
A woman called in to say she had experienced the recent Paradise fire and moved to Auburn. She
sees this area being disputed as the next Paradise. We hope you prevent this from happening .
In closing, we trust that you will give a lot of thought and sincere consideration of all the aspects of
this project and knowing the extreme impact that decision has on the lives of all of us who chose to
live in this community of Auburn, please represent us . Please understand how this expansion will alter
this land forever and take away the use it was intended for. Hidden Falls can be enjoyed as it is now
and maybe improve on a few items. The money might be better spent for greater needs at this
particular time. Thank you for your listening to the concerns we all have regarding this matter.
Sincerely,
Cornelius&Susan Lane
11380 Lone Star Rd
Auburn, Ca 95602
Sent from my iPhone

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Wona Miniati <wona.miniati@gmail.com>
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 7:52 PM
Sue Colbert
Suzanne Jones
[EXTERNAL] Please support Hidden Falls expansion

(Please forward to Dan Woodward)
Dear Dan and Suzanne,
I am a resident of Granite Bay and have 2 teenage sons. Their only physical outlet during Covid has been biking, as they are not
playing any team sports. We strongly support the expansion of biking trails at Hidden Falls.
I hope you will join me in supporting this good cause.
Sincerely,
Wona Miniati

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Gerald Newlin <gnewlin17@gmail.com>
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 9:09 PM
Sue Colbert
Suzanne Jones
[EXTERNAL] Please forward to Dan Woodward – Hidden Falls Expansio

Good evening,
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project because more parking, more
trailheads, spread out crowds, and healthy activities benefit everyone.
Jerry Newlin
Granite Bay
PS: Congratulations and hello to Supervisor Jones whom I previously served with on the TLV HOA
Board!

1
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PLACER COUNTY FARM BUREAU
Affiliated with the California Farm Bureau Federation and the American Farm Bureau Federation

Jan 27, 2021
Dear Members of the Planning Commission:
The Placer County Farm Bureau (PCFB) strongly opposes the proposed Hidden
Falls Trails Expansion Project. Since June of 2018, the residents in our
communities in North Auburn and Lincoln and the ag stakeholders (PCFB, Tahoe
Cattlemen’s Assoc., cattle ranchers, and small farmers) have expressed
frustration and anxiety regarding the proposed expansion, how it might
negatively affect the future of agriculture in the region and the legitimacy of the
stated goal of preserving agriculture as part of the project.
As it pertains to agriculture, our specific concerns of this project are many and
varied, but first and foremost we are disappointed that the project has been
presented to the community as “ag- friendly” and has represented itself to the
community as having meaningfully taken agriculture into consideration.
In a meeting hosted on June 4, 2019 at the request of the PCFB, the
representative from Placer Land Trust stated that, “Agriculture was never a
priority for the acquisitions of the Taylor, Kotomyan and Harvergo Preserves. We
see cattle grazing as a tool to serve our purposes, which are native species
control and fuel reduction.” The county parks department was represented and
questioned at this meeting and in discussion after they left, our board and other
members of the ag community felt there was no expression of meaningful
support to or valuing of agriculture, the farmer or rancher, or the rural lifestyle.
Likewise, there was no additional outreach made afterward, that is until
December 4, 2020. We believe the county used the meeting we invited them to as
a kind of ‘check mark’, if you will, that the Ag community had been consulted. We
want to make sure that a future meeting is one that includes meaningful,
productive and two-way communication.
According to the county’s own website, the development of Hidden Falls was
made possible by Placer Legacy “to conserve open space and help preserve the
local farm economy.” It goes on to list the major supporters and funding partners.
They include the California Natural Resources Agency, Sierra Nevada
Conservancy, California Conservation Corps, REI, Inc., Folsom Auburn Trail
Riders Action Coalition, Sun City Lincoln Hills Hiking Club, and California State
Parks. You can see by looking at list, the Agricultural Community is notably
missing. This was either grossly negligent on the part of the county or somewhat
willful, neither scenarios are acceptable.
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PLACER COUNTY FARM BUREAU
Affiliated with the California Farm Bureau Federation and the American Farm Bureau Federation

If roles were somehow reversed and a group of ranchers were given the
opportunity to include true agricultural activities and farms in the middle of a
public trail system without any real consultation to those who would be the most
affected, every effort would be made to contact private citizens for meaningful
input. The ag community who has historically owned, operated and resided in
this region of Placer County feel snubbed. Likewise, it feels as if the project,
violates some of the county’s own rules.

5.24.040 Right-to-Farm
A. It is the declared policy of the County of Placer to preserve, protect and encourage
the development and improvement of its agricultural land for the production of food and
other agricultural products.
We the representatives of the agricultural community are telling you that the park
expansion is not protecting, encouraging and most of all improving the
agricultural land. Quite the contrary. How agriculture is being proposed in the
expansion of the park does anything but support the main goal of the county’s
“right-to-farm” ordinance.
In fact, the fallout to agriculture due to the Hidden Falls Project has already
begun. Ag livelihood was lost for a local rancher, when the County purchased the
Twilight Ride Property in February 2020 and introduced goat grazing for fuel
reduction instead of continuing cattle grazing.
On January 26th the PCFB hosted a small meeting of agriculturists familiar with
the project and the area, mostly of whom were experts on state and local cattle
grazing. The group included a board member from the TCA as well as local
ranchers who have in the past, or are now currently, grazing cattle in the Hidden
Falls and surrounding area. The consensus was that the RFP for the HF Grazing
Lease, as it is currently written would likely equate to the death of cattle ranching
in Hidden Falls. The county should already be aware of this, and the summation
of the group is that they likely already are. The RFP, as written, would affectively
make it cost prohibitive and virtually impossible for significant cattle grazing. The
belief is the intention is to replace cattle with goat or sheep grazing, but there are
many considerations that have, either knowingly or unknowingly, been
overlooked. We wish to have a frank conversation regarding grazing and the
legitimacy of the agricultural elements of the proposal.
The Ag community needs to be given time in earnest to go over and discuss the
RFP in detail, first amongst ourselves, but then with the County Parks
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PLACER COUNTY FARM BUREAU
Affiliated with the California Farm Bureau Federation and the American Farm Bureau Federation

Department, so that we might be able to present our full and valid concerns and
suggestions to the Planning Commission.
While we truly appreciate the 11th hour invitation from the County to finally meet
and have input, it seems as a somewhat pedestrian attempt to dot “I’s and cross
T’s. It took 3 years of nagging and an edict from the Planning Commission to get
our first invitation on Dec. 4th, 2020. (over a month after the Planning
Commission requested outreach). When it arrived our board had already
convened for the month. Due to limited staff in the PCFB office the invitation did
not reach our board until December 17th at which point the county was put into
the purple tier of Covid. As Rural Community Liaison, I responded on behalf of
the PCFB, with an apology and the following explanation as to why the timeline
and format suggested was not sustainable and with a recommendation of how we
may best work together:

•

The Planning Commission was clear and direct on October 22, 2020 in requesting that the Parks
Division sit down with the ag stakeholders: representatives from the PCFB and Tahoe
Cattlemen’s, as well as the impacted cattle ranchers, to lay out and discuss their issues and
concerns with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project as it relates to agriculture. With that
directive from the Planning Commission, we believe that all the ag stakeholders must be in
invited to attend the meeting. There should not be separate meetings with the stated groups.
It should be noted that, at this point in time, we understand that Andy Fisher/Parks Division has
not reached out to the impacted cattle ranchers at all. We are asking that all ag stakeholders be
included at a future meeting and that the Parks Division contact all the impacted cattle ranchers
to attend. (There are 8-10 impacted cattle ranchers.)

•

We request that this meeting happen in-person meeting, rather than a Zoom Meeting or any
other virtual manner. We realize that due to COVID-19 safety and restrictions, that such a group
meeting may not be able to transpire at this time. We believe that if agriculture and the voice of
the ag stakeholders is truly valued, any further public hearings (Planning Commission and
Supervisors) will be tabled until after this meeting can safely take place. It is only then that an
accurate conclusion can be drawn regarding impact on agriculture and land use.

•

The invitation seems to be predominantly about the grazing agreement and only gives a brief
nod to meeting to discuss the Hidden Falls Expansion.

While the county only requested input regarding the RFP for their meeting with
the ag community, we are also concerned the SEIR fails to disclose that the Hwy
49 and Cramer Road intersection are a “Significant but unavoidable impact” as
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was concluded in the 2020 Winery and Brewery Ordinance. Hwy 49 and Lone Star
should be disclosed as a “significant impact” as well. The increase in traffic
related to this project is likely more substantial than that of the two existing
wineries in the area. One, of which, traffic primarily enters and exits via the Bell
Road/ Hwy 49. This disparity needs to be addressed, otherwise the county may
face a challenge similar to that which was faced with the Lakeview Farms project
when it comes to CEQA.
Likewise, there is a lack of acknowledgment and disclosure of the potential
evacuation issues and the increased potential for catastrophic wildfires. These
are all subjects of concern that threaten the agricultural community, livestock,
and ag livelihoods. The Hidden Falls Expansion has been 15 years in the
planning…years that the ag stakeholders and our members were not brought into
the process and planning. Please bear in mind, as well, the very real issues
related to virtual communication many of the pertinent parties that reside in the
rural areas have.
We trust that you will thoughtfully consider all aspects and impacts of this project
and understand that the Parks Division has not yet been able to complete their
obligation to meet with and address the concerns from the various Ag
stakeholders. As such we ask that you postpone the decision to move this
project forward until such a time that an adequate meeting or meetings can be
held.
Sincerely,
Teena Wilkins
PCFB Rural Placer Community Outreach
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

To:
cc:

Richard M. Ross <richross@calcounsel.com>
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 4:35 PM
Lisa Carnahan
Sue Colbert; 'Augustina & Craig Wilkins'
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

Lisa Carnahan (lcarnaha@placer.ca.gov)
Planning Commission c/o Sue Colbert, scolbert@placer.ca.gov

Re: Hidden Falls expansion
In May 2020 the Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association voiced concerns related to the expansion of Hidden Falls
Regional Park. We did not hear back from the county, but apparently in October the Planning Commission
suggested that the Parks Division sit down with the Cattlemen and the Farm Bureau and affected ranchers to
discuss their concerns. In early December TCA was sent a copy of an RFP for grazing, but no meeting with the
affected parties has been suggested. Individual directors have reviewed the RFP, but the TCA board needs to
consider the issues at its next meeting on February 9, 2021 before the views of the association can be
considered and approved by the board.
We request the item be dropped from the Planning Commission agenda until the stakeholders have had
an opportunity to sit down with the Parks Division staff to discuss the issues.
Rich Ross for
Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association

ROSS RANCH
8081 North Forbes Rd
Lincoln, CA 95648

1
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January 26, 2021
Members of the Commission:
The grass roots coalition of Protect Rural Placer has been in conversation for nearly three years with your
Commission, all of the local MACs, the county Parks Department, local fire councils, and with our Board of
Supervisors. Our conversation has been an effort to help all members in these public bodies understand why
and how the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion proposal is detrimental to a ranching community and
its neighborhood, and indeed to the taxpayers of Placer County. Our reception has largely been good, with
exceptions, and the vast majority of those who have heard our message understand our commonsense
approach and values.
The critical nature of this expansion plan is melded into many concerns. Traffic on local roads, safety on those
roads, potential trespass, vandalism, theft, wildland fire risk, interference with ranching operations and cost to
taxpayers are a few of our concerns. While some mitigation actions have been proposed by officials, those
mitigations amount to little more than eyewash and in reality, change negative impacts very little. Rational
thought on the part of some, who seek only to ratchet up the momentum toward opening thousands of acres
to rampant use, largely by out of county users, is lacking. It is past time that denial of impacts be set aside so
that the very real negative impacts of this project can be a part of the decision-making process.
Sensible and prudent planning would limit the scope of negative impacts. This correspondence is a plea for
just that. Once the tenets of a protective plan are erased, they can never be recovered. The protective plan
most easily attained is to go no further than permitting docent-led activities on the entire expanse of this
project. Docent-led activities have proven workable and fulfill the desire for passive and even active recreation
by users who are attracted by the amenities of this expansive area of grazing land and oak woodland. Three
additional parking lots are not needed to facilitate docent-led activity. Bussing to a drop-point makes sense.
The ranching community is a small voice, quickly drowned by the cacophony of thousands who want just one
more area to explore. Those would be visitors care less about ranching and agriculture, and that is exactly the
perceived message sent by the Parks Dept. The middle ground is to weigh in favor of a ranching community
because that choice, the choice of docent-led activities, meets county and Placer Land Trust concerns and
interests.
The expansion plan proposal will cost taxpayers – whether funded by grant monies derived from taxpayers, or
taxes – is estimated to cost $810,000 per year or $2,219 per day. This estimate includes a projected $100,000
per year in offset revenues from parking fees. Who will pay for this debacle? The vast majority, an estimated
2/3 of users, are out of county residents and they pay nothing beyond a small weekend parking fee. This fiscal
reality is unjust to the taxpayers of Placer County. Why does the county not care about deficit spending?
The cost to develop recently added shaded fuel breaks and fire breaks is just one part of the operational
expenses that will be realized. Tens of thousands more dollars will be allocated to personnel, equipment such
as a rescue vehicle/fire rig, wells and water systems, bathroom facilities, benches and picnic tables, and the list
goes on. This is a multimillion-dollar operation that will annually impact the taxpayer. It is fact, and
Commissioners have awareness of this, that the county cannot adequately fund the staffing and maintenance
of parks and trails it presently has responsibility to maintain. Adding thirty (30) miles of trails, bringing untold
risk inherent with hordes of people, at exorbitant cost, is not sensible planning. Placer County does not need a
legacy project of this standing for fiscal reasons alone.
Questions:
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1. Why is it that cost for this HFRP expansion has never been a consideration in terms of worthiness of
the project?
2. Why is it that the impact on a ranching community has never been a consideration? The Parks
Department has never met with the ranching community. It has met with the Placer Land Trust, and it
has offered to meet with the Tahoe Cattleman’s Association and the Farm Bureau, but no formal
meetings have occurred to date.
3. Why would anyone believe the recently proposed 25 to 50-foot-wide firebreaks and shaded fuel breaks
are a solution to mitigate wildland fire? Worse, those fence line fire breaks will become ad hoc trails.
4. Under the right climatic conditions thousands of recreationists and homeowners will be at extreme risk
when catastrophic fire strikes. Does the County of Placer want to assume this liability? More than
6,000 homes are said to exist in the impact area.
5. The Placer Land Trust has never in ten years maintained the shaded fuel break it established on the
Harvego tract. Why has no one held PLT accountable?
6. Who will pay for the maintenance of newly planned shaded fuel breaks and fire breaks? Who will pay
for establishing these so-called mitigation factors?
7. With 100,000 visitors per year at HFRP, what is to suggest a similar 100,000 would not impact the
expansion area? Limiting usage through limited parking is only partially effective because walk-ins and
cyclists encroaching via trespass or other means will be rampant.
8. How can park usage rules be enforced and at what cost when visitors will run largely unsupervised
across thousands of acres? Use of volunteers to assist so-called Rangers is ludicrous eyewash.
9. How can so-called “Back Country Permits” effectively bring any measure of control? It is an absolute
reality that there will be renegade camping, with or without such permits. The Ranger force, especially
a volunteer Ranger force, is laughable mitigation.
10. The expansion area neighborhood is already impacted by trespass and flagrant use of the 2,700-acre
expansion area. How could anyone assume the problems will not radically increase once social media
broadcasts the Trails Expansion Project more than it already has on more than 30 Internet websites?
11. While the Proposal speaks to phases, Phase 1 by itself would severely impact the Taylor Preserve and
the Kotomyan Preserve. Those limited acreages cannot bear the impact of tens of thousands of visitors
while the hoped-for funding for Phases 2 and 3 is awaited. Even the PLT has stated in its letter of May
8, 2020 that fewer numbers of visitors is a means to reduce impact (on the environment and on
wildlife.) Will limited parking at Twilight Ride reduce human impact? Realistically, no, it will not
because visitors have no respect for private property and regulation. Trespass will occur.
12. Does anyone think for one minute that visitors will not find their way to park at Auburn Valley Country
Club and jump the adjacent fence, only to quickly walk or ride off into the Harvego Preserve? That
parking lot is already a known jumping off point for illegal entry into the expansion area.
13. It is doubtful that the Parks Dept. supports agriculture. A prime example is its preposterous RFP grazing
proposal on the existing HFRP. That RFP is blatantly amateurish and shows utter disregard and respect
for cattlemen. Costs and demands postured in the RFP effectively stop grazing as a mitigation tool.
Prudent consideration of these and many other factors demands diligence by this Commission to find fault
with even the “Reduced” Trails Expansion Project. Since Day One, Park Dept. planners have given short shrift
to those most impacted by this project. It is justifiable and fair to limit use of the expansion area to docent-led
activities and to eliminate any planning for additional parking lots.
Bart Ruud
Cramer Road
Auburn
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January 26,2021
Dear Placer County Planning Commissioners:
I am writing to strongly object to the proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project and ask that you DO NOT adopt the
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report or approve the Conditional Use Permit Modification for the Hidden Falls
Regional Park and Trails Expansion Area (Reduced Project). Our Protect Rural Placer coalition is not opposed to
recreation, trails, hikers, bikers or equestrians. However, we are opposed to bad planning that will endanger thousands
of homeowners – some 6,000 as stated by the Park Department, cattle ranchers, small farms, people trying to live a
quiet rural lifestyle and not be stolen blind by trespassers/thieves. Hidden Falls Park has effectively trashed one
neighborhood and now the County will trash two more with parking lots and all of the negatives they will create – all for
30 miles of trails. This is not Tahoe. This is not a “recreation” area. This is an historic ranching area going back to the
1850s, when the area was first homesteaded. The Park Dept. has NEVER met with the cattle ranchers, nor have they recontacted the Mears neighborhood. No wonder government, including local government gets slammed. Bad manners
do not make for acceptance for something the area property/homeowners were never consulted about. Placer Legacy
bought the 1200 acres and the County has not even followed the sales agreement with the Spears family. The County
would be better off closing the “park” and running cattle . However, the proposed lease agreement recently released is
a joke. No cattleman in his right mind would ever agree to that 55 pages of baloney. So, I guess you really don’t want to
run cows on the 1200 acres, which could be a win-win for the County to help with potential wildfire fuels management
and grazing land for a rancher.
Most who use the “park”, especially on weekends, are not even Placer County residents and do not pay one dime for
upkeep and the ever increasing number of rescues. Placer County taxpayers foot the bill. This must stop. Every man,
woman, child, dog, equine, llama must be charged an entry fee. Out of county residents need to pay double.
As I see it, there are four major issues with this proposed expansion : the lack of money, the growing danger of wildfire
that could impact the lands ranging from the initial 1200 acre Hidden Falls Park all the way N/NW to the Bear River; but
realistically could encompass all of the land now called urban interface, from the Bear River South to the DeWitt
Complex, East from the Big Hill ridge to Hwy 49 and over the top of Big Hill W/SW down to the Lincoln area. Included
would be the potential loss of thousands of homes, outbuildings, livestock, pets, and most importantly human lives. The
third item is the roads: Bell , Cramer and Lone Star. The fourth item is the growing number of homeowners in this whole
urban interface area losing their fire insurance. We hear of more people every day, including four homeowners in the
Auburn Valley Golf Couse area, who recently have been told by their agents that they will be cancelled should the trail
expansion go forth.
I find it strange that the EIR for the Winery and Brewery Ordinance, which took over 15 years to complete and was
finally approved just a few months ago, speaks extensively about the dangerous and substandard county roads,
including Bell, Cramer and Lone Star. Yet, this SEIR barely touches the subject. I have lived on Cramer Rd. virtually my
whole life can tell you these are dangerous roads. People drive too fast and there seem to be lots of accidents that
never get reported At least 5 cars and a motorcycle went through Livingston’s fence on Bell Rd. in the last couple of
years ; then there was the little car that ended up on top of the big rock on Livingston’s curve last winter that hit the
PG&E power pole so hard that the pole had to be replaced; and a little red car that made it around the curve but ended
up on its side in the deep ditch. These are just the ones that I saw. Then there is Cramer Rd. that is legally not wide
enough to have a center line, so people drive down the middle of the road, including on the blind curves. Two summers
ago I was run off the road into the ditch on the blind curve above the NID reservoir and the guy missed me by about 6
inches. He didn’t even stop to see if I was OK. In May 2020, a good-sized pick-up truck bashed an Oak tree on the blind
curve on Cramer Rd. just in from Hwy 49; and a few weeks later in almost the same spot, a car went through the pretty
white fence, the 6 ft. wire fence and almost into the grape vines. The so-called remedy according to the SEIR: signage.
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So why were they not put up years ago? There isn’t a person, who lives on Cramer Rd. and the offshoots, some 42
homes, who has not been run off the road or nearly sideswiped. The scary thing though, is that if you put into a GPS, the
address of the Twilight Ride parking lot site: 5345 Bell Rd., directions tell you to take Cramer Rd. We do NOT need
hundreds more flatlanders, who won’t know how to safely drive our substandard country roads and drive down the
middle of the road on the blind curves. In addition, the SEIR fails to identify that the Cramer Rd./Hwy 49 intersection is a
“significant but unavoidable impact”, as identified in the Winery-Brewery EIR.
The concern about wildfire is REAL, especially with the possibility of hundreds, if not thousands of hikers-bikers and
equestrians crawling all over the trails or meandering off the trails, all the way from Hidden Falls to the Bear River. Back
Country Pass – what a joke. If you want to take a couple or three days to meander from HF to the Bear River, camp,
smoke some dope, make some s’mores, you don’t need a Pass. Just have your buddy drop you off at the Auburn Valley
Country Club parking lot or up Country Club Ln. or Orr Creek Ln. , go down the road & hop a fence and you are on your
way. No one to check on you….people are already doing it. Wait until word gets out on the 30 plus websites that tell
people where to go and not get caught doing it. Just remember that CALFIRE says that over 90% of wildfires are human
caused.
Let’s say it’s a nice warm Sept-Oct.-Nov. day and there’s a bit of a breeze. Remember that Paradise burned to the
ground two years ago on Nov 8th . So, an illegal campfire, or a cigarette butt gets tossed and a nice little fire gets going.
What is at stake: 148 homes surrounding the Auburn Valley Golf Course, a bunch of homes up Country Club Ln. and
over the top to the Lincoln side; a bunch of homes in the gated PUD on Lone Star Rd. and hundreds more on Lone Star,
Bell, Cramer, Hubbard, Burt Ln, Joerger, Dry Creek and all the off-shoots all the way to the DeWitt complex. Remember
that from about the middle of May until soaking rains come, all of the unimproved acreage will be a giant wildfire fuel
deposit waiting to happen. All of a sudden, hundreds of people have to evacuate and are trying to move their elderly
parents, find their children & pets, catch their horses and other small livestock and then try to go out Lone Star, Bell or
Cramer Rds. AND at the same time, First Responders are trying to come in, all on the same narrow, twisty, curvy, blind
curved roads. There are will be wrecks and injuries and maybe deaths. Homes, barns, outbuildings, forage and livestock
are going to burn up. And there will be human lives lost…just like in the last several CA fire seasons. We are now
almost into year-round wildfires . On January 18, 2021 an unusual off-shore wind hit the hills in the SF Bay Area with
90+ MPH gusts that came across the Valley into the Foothills. PG&E was going to turn the power off for thousands, but
in the end only subjected 20-30,000 homes in the south-central Foothills area. But numerous small fires broke out from
the Santa Cruz area to the Sonoma area and all the way to El Dorado County, which had a 20+ acre wildfire. Southern
CA had a 600+ acre fire that Auburn CALFIRE sent a strike team to. Check out the CALFIRE website. So far rain and
snowfall has been pathetic, about 29% of normal for this area according to the Weather Service. Most of CA is
definitely back into a drought cycle. Cattle ranchers can tell you that too, as winter feed is poor. The Old Farmers
Almanac was right, that this would be a cold dry winter. Climate change is definitely here.
OK, let’s look at First Responders…the Atwood Rd. Placer County Fire Station is financially broke. That is the Fire Station
that does all the “rescues” at Hidden Falls and is the busiest fire station in all of Placer County. You need to look at the
Summary Handout from the Oct.20, 2020 Fire Services BOS Workshop: The Future of Fire/EMS Services for the Placer
County Fire Department . Also look at all of the data for Hidden Falls rescues for all the years since it opened: number,
cost per rescue. One rescue a year ago took 5 vehicles and finally a helicopter. Who pays for the rescues – you and I,
the Placer County tax payer. NO MORE!. Those rescued shall be billed by Placer County. Everyone who uses that
facility needs to provide proof of insurance that will cover rescues. Talk to the Western States 100 Mile Run or Tevis Cup
race people. One of their mandates is: if you need to be rescued- you pay for it. Yes, there is insurance that covers such
events. The Park Dept. brags that over 100,000 people, plus dogs and horses used Hidden Falls this last year, spreading
over 1200 acres. Adding a parking lot at Twilight Ride will surely double that number. But the problem is that they will
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only access barely 400 acres…human nature and the terrain says that people are not going to walk back to Hidden Falls.
They will simply maul the area and harm the environment and undermine conservation goals.
Then there is the matter of cost for running, maintaining the “park” and the added trails, amenities and shaded fuel/
other fire breaks, ameliorate dead and downed trees. Where is the money to come from? There is already thousands
of dollars of deferred maintenance, so now Placer County wants to add even more for which they have no budget. The
Park Dept. was recently awarded a $3 million grant to build a parking lot and amenities at Twilight Ride for a “project”
that has not even been approved. Why did they not apply for grant funds to complete the 23 projects that have already
been approved? Further, how are they to pay for the ongoing costs and maintenance? Another question is, did they
bother to tell the State that the trails go through/connect lands that are in a high fire zone, as designated by CALFIRE.
Twenty or thirty years ago before climate change and all but out of control homebuilding in the wildfire urban interface
had taken hold, there should have been foresight on the part of the Placer County Planning Department to prevent
rampant building. The ranchers in the area saw the encroaching problems coming, but no one would listen to us. Now
that the problem is smack in the face of the taxpayer and governmental agencies responsible for creating laws-rulesregulations, it is almost an “I want my cake and eat it too” situation. In other words, the public wants amenities,
including parks and places to recreate, but they don’t want the ensuing responsibility, including that they are party to
trashing an historic rural ranching community that gets NOTHING IN RETURN but problems and trouble from the
invading hoards that have the potential to create a catastrophic wildfire and to slaughter others on the substandard
county roads.
So, the really big question is this: are you going to be the responsible adults in the room and tell the Park Dept. and the
County of Placer that this expansion project is in the wrong place at the wrong time? That the prudent and responsible
decision is to deny the additional parking lots and additional 30 miles of trails linking HFRP to the Placer Land Trust
properties. That the reasonable and sensible decision is continue with docent-led active/passive hikes/activities on the
Taylor-Kotomyan properties; and to continue with docent-led activities on the Harvego properties. And to continue to
manage HFRP in a fiscally prudent manner, while trying to improve the relations with the Mears neighborhood that was
basically thrown under the bus.

Sincerely,
Delana Ruud
10800 Cramer Rd.
Auburn
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paige Stauss <pkstauss@yahoo.com>
Thursday, January 28, 2021 9:12 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Please forward to Dan Woodward--Hidden Falls Trails

Hi Dan-Just want you to know that I support an expansion of the Hidden Falls trail system. That's who Placer County is, along
with protecting the neighbors from the impacts. All the more important for us to protect our ability to be outside and
healthy, particularly in times of pandemics!
thanks,
Paige Stauss, resident Placer County

1
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Hidden Falls Regional Park
Trails Expansion
(PLN19-00187)
Correspondence

Received After Packet Distribution

Planning Commission
1/28/21
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sherrie Ammirato <info@thedoggiebag.com>
Monday, January 25, 2021 6:14 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

Dear Planning Commissioners:
We are writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Since June
2018, the residents in our communities in North Auburn and Lincoln and the Ag stakeholders (Placer County Farm
Bureau, Tahoe Cattlemen’s Assoc., cattle ranchers) have expressed outrage and concerns regarding this proposed
expansion. The Parks Division continues to disregard the valid concerns of the stakeholders.
Our concerns about the proposed Project and the SEIR:
Inadequate, narrow roads with numerous blind curves, blind driveways and off shoot roads
SEIR fails to disclose that the Hwy 49 and Cramer Road intersection is a “Significant but unavoidable impact” as
was concluded in the 2020 Winery and Brewery Ordinance. Hwy 49 and Lone Star should be disclosed as a
“significant impact” as well.
Lack of acknowledgment and disclosure of the potential evacuation issues.
Increased potential for catastrophic wildfires
Disregards the increased demand the project would put on our first responders and the county’s funding shortfall
for Fire/EMS services
Fiscal responsibility at a time when our County should be prioritizing spending on essential services and funding
approved recreation projects that are waiting for funding
Fails to adequately identify and address the critical impact of park visitors gaining illegal access on one of the offshoot roads that lead to the expansion area: Orr Creek Lane, Cramer extension, Country Club Lane, Auburn Valley
Road, Curtola Ranch Road, leading to altercations and potential for trespassing and crime.

We trust that you will thoughtfully consider all aspects and impacts of this project and whether the Parks Division
has completed all their obligations to meet with and address the concerns from the various stakeholders and
address all the requests of the Planning Commissioners from the 10/22/20 Public Hearing.

Sincerely,
George and Sherrie Ammirato
Auburn Valley

1
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From: Natalie Aldridge <naldridge@mmcharter.org>
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 10:20 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Hills Expansion Project
I would like to voice my support for the Hidden Falls expansion project. It is important to
have more access to outdoor activities right now.
Thank you,
Natalie Aldridge
Roseville
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From: Jeremy Bridge <1bridgej1@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 4:04 PM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail expansion ‐ Why its important
I support more trails with Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project because the more parking, the more
trailheads, spreading out of crowds and the healthy activities it introduces will benefit everyone
accessing the expansion.
Jeremy Bridge
530.592.6238
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From: Rylie Christian <rylie.e.christian@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 8:10 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Good morning,
I’m writing to give my support for more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. With the
expansion of this already popular trail area, the benefits are numerous for expanding. More parking
would give even more people the chance to get out and enjoy nature. In a study done by Yale University
(2020), they found a strong correlation between time spent in nature and psychological well‐being. This
would benefit the entire community, and I strongly urge you to pass this!

Thank you,
Rylie Christian
Roseville
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From: Steve Dennison <stevemdennison@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 10:37 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
I am writing to voice my support for the expansion of Hidden Falls. I have hiked and bikes at the park
several times. It is a beautiful place.
However, expanding the park would allow more parking and would spread the visitors throughout the
park. It would also attract more visitors, such as myself, who have lunch in the area after a ride, shop at
local shops and fuel up our cars.
But above all, it allows greater opportunities for everyone to get outside, enjoy the beauty of nature and
engage in a healthy activity.
Please support the proposed expansion of the park.
Respectfully,
Steve Dennison
Sacramento

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: christopher <csdye@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 7:46 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

I support more trails with in the Hidden Falls Trails expansion project.Having more space for
people to get into the hills and dales is very important for society.Having more parking and
access to trailheads will benefit all persons in Placer County.Outdoor spaces for families is very
important.
Thanks,Chris Dye
Auburn
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From: Jan Ferreira <jan@robinsonsg.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 9:47 PM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>;
suzanne.pcsupervisor@gmail.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter re: Hidden Falls Regional Park
Hi. I have attached our letter regarding the Hidden Falls Regional Park topic for your review and for the Planning
Commission meeting to be held on October 22, 2020.
Thank you for distributing to the necessary board members.
-The Patrick Ferreira Family
(530) 401-4874
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October 20, 2020

Placer County Planning Commission
Meeting: October 22, 2020
As a third generation resident of the Mt Vernon Road and Bell Road areas, I am even more set
against the Hidden Falls Expansion after reviewing the lack of non-biased findings of the SEIR
that produces no solutions to the actual existing problems.
-

-

-

-

-

We are NOT opposed to the format Placer Land Trust currently uses of DOCENT-LEAD
TOURS for a set amount of days per year. This is the best method of having the public
access the trails in a respectful and safe manner for guests, conservation, agriculture,
livestock, wildlife, and the neighbors of these trails. OPEN PUBLIC ACCESS IS NOT
EQUIVALENT TO CONSERVATION!
The cost for the purchase of the Twilight Ride Property PRIOR to full approval of the
project is an extreme waste of our taxpayer money. There has already been millions of
our taxpayer dollars spent on the existing Hidden Falls Preserve, and the problems and
maintenance are still not complete.
After attending many local MAC and Placer County Parks meetings, one thing became a
constant statement: There is not enough money and staff to maintain, repair, and
complete the existing parks and projects in our County that already exist. The Placer
County Parks Board of Directors repeated consistently that there was not enough
funding and staff to repair county pools, parks, and facilities that are already established
in our county. When will one of our Boards finally stand up and say “NO” to any new
developments until existing can be repaired and maintained first??? The cost to our
local county residents in taxes and fees is already too much. A million dollars for 50
acres prior to an approved plan??? Has it already been approved behind the scenes??
With over 900 miles of trails in our county already, when will it be enough? Our county
already has a development map of more trails through and around the Sierras to
contend with and yet it is still not enough?
With the Mears Drive entrance to Hidden Falls already having a negative impact on local
residents, traffic, and rescue. The heavy infiltration of visitors this year to our area
parks, American River, and the Lake Tahoe Basin, have shown that much more is needed
to protect our local areas from the damage of these visitors before opening more public
space to them. Dangerous parking, illegal campfires, blocking emergency access and
neighboring roads, trash left along roadways and local businesses, defecating along area
roadways, forests, and private property. We have seen the results of this along the exits
of I80 and the local resident’s signs posted to stop these ourselves. Cal Trans cannot
even keep the rest stops open and functioning for the I80 corridor travelers in our
county, causing the travelers to use our local businesses our forests instead. If our
county cannot control these existing areas, how can they move towards more?
Page 1 of 2
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-

-

The traffic on our local and insufficient roadways has still not been resolved. Dangerous
accidents with horse trailers and excessive vehicles will become and additional expense
to our already low staffed emergency entities. Who will be funding these additional
rescues?
How do helicopter pads help with fire control? How does a 12,000 gallon fixed water
tank fight a fire 2,000 acres away?
Why do we now spend approximately $60,000 on four truck/trailer loads of goats (too
late in the season) when cattlemen used to pay to graze the same areas?
When do the Boards that represent our local tax payers use good business
management, and say ENOUGH, no more new until we can maintain and preserve what
we already have, without raising our taxes. It doesn’t seem to be starting at the state
level, so maybe it needs to start at the local level where our boards are supposed to be
representing our county’s best business practices and its citizen’s best interests.

With all of the needs our rural community needs, another expansion of a regional park does not
seem to be a priority of funding at this time. Rural internet access for employees and students
working from home due to COVID-19, help for families and the children who have been sent
home, property insurance for high risk rural areas, and the medical and housing needs for the
increasing number of addicts, mentally ill, and housing should be dealt with prior to more trails
when so many already exist.
Thank you for your time,
Patrick, Jan, Jordan, and Seth Ferreira
4609 Bell Road, Auburn

Page 2 of 2
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From: Adrienne Garcia <adriennehgarcia@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 9:05 AM
To: Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I support the expansion of Hidden Falls
Good morning,
My name is Adrienne Garcia and would like to voice my support for the expansion project of
Hidden Falls. More trails, more parking, more facilities equals better opportunities for our
families to get outside and enjoy the fresh air.
I live in Auburn and utilize the trails at Hidden Falls a few times each month. I would love for the
area to be expanded so that it is less crowded and a wider variety of people with
differing abilities can access the trails. Also, with more access points, the major overcrowding
on the main trail and in the surrounding residential area would be greatly reduced.
Our lives have changed over the last 8-9 months due to the Covid-19 pandemic and never has it been so
clear that the health of our community depends on ready access to nature and trails. Once again we are
finding ourselves being limited in our traditional activities and the outdoors is really the only place our
community can turn to to stay physically and mentally healthy.
The County should move ahead with the Hidden Falls Expansion Project (Full Project would be ideal,
however, the Reduced Project is a viable alternative) to create a truly unique and expansive trail system
in the foothills of Placer County for present and future generations.
Thank you for your time. Please feel free to contact me if needed for any reason.
Adrienne Garcia
916-317-9909
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From: Shawn Housholder <shousholder@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 10:42 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Hidden falls trail expansion
With regard to the expansion of hidden falls park
"I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project because it expands the
opportunities for hiking close to home.
Lincoln and by extension the western placer county is sorely lacking in open spaces with opportunity for
hiking in the way that the current hidden falls provides. The expansion would lessen overcrowding.
Parking / metering and give the residents of the suburbs a place to enjoy nature and get outside. I
support this expansion as it the demand for outdoor activities and space in the placer and Sacramento
area only expands.
Shawn housholder
Lincoln, ca
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From: Jeff Jurach <Jeff@jurach.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 8:06 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Dear Board of Supervisors,
I’m writing in support of the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion project.
I’m a 64 years old who has enjoyed the outdoors for all my life. I’m a rock climber, skier, runner, road
cyclist, and in the last 10 years become an avid mountain biker. In this last year, my 60 year‐old wife
discovered mountain biking as well, and it’s something we do together nearly every other day. She
introduced me to Hidden Falls from her equestrian experiences there.
Mountain biking is a great sport for anyone – it’s outdoors, it’s as easy or hard as one wants it, it’s a
perfect family sport, unobstructed by expensive lift ticket prices or access fees. We need more of that,
and especially at Hidden Falls – it’s beauty, its remoteness mixed with easy access. It’s really perfect, and
I ask that you consider what these things mean to the public and vote in favor of the Hidden Falls
Expansion Project.
Thank you for your consideration.

Jeff Jurach
916 . 485.5335
Jeff@Jurach.com
Sacramento, CA 95825
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From: Michael Krug <mikekrug@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 6:29 AM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Jan Tarantino <jan.tarantino339@gmail.com>;
Judith Whitman <judie@jwhitman.net>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Response to AECOM on Prism Traffic Study
Ms. Colbert,
I am unable to attend tonight's planning commission meeting as I have a meeting for work at the same time.
Please see the attached, I request that it be entered into the record.
Thank you,
Mike Krug
Auburn Valley
530-492-4118
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“Hidden Falls Project and SEIR Traffic Study Response to AECOM”
The response prepared by AECOM, which was most likely done by KDA to the traffic study
prepared by Prism Engineering, did not directly address the concerns raised in the traffic study.
They have deflected with statements of other personnel to downplay the fire concern and also
downplayed the level of service analysis methods (stating that it is the way Placer County has
always done it, but that is not true..; Peak Hour factors matter and they affect LOS). They state
that LOS is no longer the metric to be used because it is now an EIR. That is true for EIR’s, but it
is not true if the County has a General Plan circulation element which does address level of
service standards. SAFETY MATTERS. Safety cannot be ignored by producing a whole lot of
boiler plate text that actually dodges the issues, and makes the burden too great for the reader
to know if the questions are even being addressed or answered in an acceptable way. What
should happen in the response is, the original QUESTION should be given and not the
responders interpretation of what the question is. For example on page 2-10.
“Comments have suggested that the intersection LOS calculations were not done correctly and
that alternative assumptions regarding PHF’s should be employed that would result in
projections for longer delays at some intersections.”
This paraphrasing is dismissive. The original statements are missing. No one can correlate what
was answered and where. Everything in the response is vague and general. If the county paid
AECOM for this level of work, they should demand their (our) money back.
I strongly recommend that the entire board of supervisors and the planning commission take
the time to drive these roads and ask themselves if they would want to have to evacuate in an
emergency with significant additional traffic being added due to visitors to Hidden Falls. Also
please remember that many of the visitor will not be familiar with driving on these roads.
If AECOM is so convinced that safety is NOT an issue, one of their principal engineers should
make that declaration with his or her professional license noted. With the death toll from fires
of the past few years, mostly coming from people not being able to get out, it is long past time
that Placer County address emergency evacuation before adding projects that will increase
traffic. Does Placer County even have an emergency evacuation plan? I attempted to search
for one on the internet and came up with nothing. The county should have an emergency
evacuation plan that comes up immediately using any of the popular search engines (Google,
Bing, etc.). Until this is in place every supervisor that approves projects that increase traffic on
unsafe roads jeopardizes the life and safety of residents, visitors, and emergency personnel.
If AECOM is not willing to clearly state that they see no safety concern with the additional
traffic and as I mentioned before note the individual and their professional license number and
stamp, I submit that their response is not worth the paper it is written on. Please reconsider
the safety issue before you proceed further with this or any other project.
Respectfully submitted:
Mike Krug, Auburn Valley
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From: stewart mcmorrow <redskyforestry@live.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 11:28 AM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please expand HIdden Falls!

To Whom It May Concern,
I am a resident of Auburn and grew up in this area. I would like to express my strong
support for the Hidden Falls expansion project. Many of us who are happy to hear about
this don't have the time or opportunity to express our support in person, and I am happy to
be able to email that to you now.
Expanding trails and access to them greatly improves the quality of life in communities,
supports local businesses and brings visitors to our region. Without these benefits, our
community would not be as special, would not be as attractive to people, would not
experience the increase in property values and just wouldn't be the same.
As a past resident of Tahoe City and also of Winters, two vastly different communities, I can
bring a personal perspective on this topic. Tahoe City has miles of recreational access, lots
of tourist dollars flowing into the community and is seen as an attractive place to live.
Winters has no public land, has little to no tourism and is seen as just another valley town.
Our family briefly moved to Winters... while we liked the people, we found it to be an
isolated area with nothing to do and left the area and spent our money elsewhere every
weekend, ultimately moving away. I'd hate for Auburn to succumb to the same fate if we did
not continue to support great community projects like the Hidden Falls Trails expansion that
bring interesting and valuable assets to our area.
Don't let the NIMBY's ruin it for the larger population who see this as an improvement. The
NIMBY's are vocal because they are against it, but there remains a much larger population
who quietly support this.
Let's keep moving Auburn forward and not stagnate in the opposition to great community
projects!
Stewart McMorrow
North Auburn
530.379.5085
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From: Tony Piazza <tonyprealestate@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 10:29 PM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls and my illness
Hello,
My name is Frank Piazza and I would like to talk to you today about how Hidden Falls has impacted my
life. I am a single father that suffers from diabetes. One of the things I've taken up in my life to help stay
fit and active is mountain biking. The first trails I went out and road when I had gotten back into
mountain biking 5 year ago were at Hidden Falls. Since I have taken many friends there to ride, I have
started a YouTube Channel and I have posted videos from Hidden Falls, and now that my son is old
enough I take him to ride Hidden Falls with me.
This is a place I go for exercise, to relieve stress, and to fight depression. This regional park has meant
the world to me the past 5 years and I would love to see it grow. More trailheads for parking on busy
weekends would be so nice. More trails to spread people out over the park instead of having them
mostly within the first of trails would be nice. I'm sure with the growing popularity of the park the traffic
has become an issue for locals. More trailheads would spread out that traffic and not put all of it on the
once street as it does now.
In closing I love this park and it is a true Gem of Placer County. I would love to see it grow in the future.
Frank Piazza
Roseville CA.

‐‐
Frank Piazza
(916) 223‐7500
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From: Adrian Randal <arandal@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 9:32 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden falls trails support
HI there,
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project as I believe cycling
is a safe and healthy sport that needs more safe (off road) places for people to ride. This
will offer more places for people to ride, and more parking, and more accessibility.

Adrian Randal
Albany, CA
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From: Wes Roberson <sarwr6@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 3:23 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project




I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project So
that my children and others have the opportunity to enjoy the outdoor
activities there (e.g. hiking and running).
More parking, more trailheads, spread out crowds, allow for our
healthy outdoor activities for family and individuals to participate in
and overall benefit everyone.
Wes Roberson
Roseville
Regards,
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From: Roughster <roughster3@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 6:55 AM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Hello!
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project for many
reasons. Expanding recreational opportunities at Hidden Falls provides further incentive for
the public to get outside and explore our natural public lands. This creates many positive
societal benefits including connecting people to the land in a meaningful way, which
promotes protecting them in the future. It also helps combat the growing number of obese
children and adults who live sedentary lifestyles. Increasing the overall park access addresses

some of the already pressing concerns for the exiting Hidden Falls park such as limited parking and
highly concentrating all users into a single choke point.
While I do not live in the immediate area, I travel to Hidden Falls probably 3‐4 times a year with my
family. My son and I mountain bike. My wife and daughter hike. We always patronize local
business including the nearby wineries, breweries, shops and restaurants. I know that we are not the
only ones who bring much needed tax revenue and local business support to this area because of
Hidden Falls. Expanding these opportunities keeps family's like mine coming and will encourage others
to do the same. It's a win win for everyone!
Aaron Rough
Vacaville, CA
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From: Delana Ruud <druud@inreach.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 4:59 PM
To: Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
To:
Placer County Planning Commission
From: Delana Ruud
10800 Cramer Rd.
Auburn, CA 95602
Dear Members of the Commission:
I am very disappointed in much of the Final Hidden Falls Expansion SEIR. While basic CEQA regulations
have been met, CEQA leaves much to be desired for this type of project that requires an EIR or in this
case a Supplemental EIR. Much of what is missing is the human element impacts that this projects will
have on the Lone Star area.
Thus, I as ask that you not approve this SEIR.
Some have said those of us who are part of Protect Rural Placer are nothing but a bunch of NIMBYs. But
they have never asked to meet with us or tried to understand what our concerns are. I doubt that few
have read the draft SEIR or the Final SEIR. They just want the all the trails and all of the parking lots.
Period. They don’t seem to care what the impact will be on our neighborhood, the impact on
agriculture, that it will greatly increase the probability of wildfire in a high to extreme wildfire zone as
designated by CalFire, or that they will glut our substandard county roads. The thing we fear the most
is the probability of wildfire. It is not a matter of IF, it is only a matter of WHEN that might happen. If
you look at the CalFire maps, you will note that about 2/3rd of the Hidden Falls 1200 acres are
designated as a “HIGH” risk wildfire zone and the further N/NW you go all the way to the Bear River, it
becomes “EXTREME”. While it is true there have not yet been any fires at HF,it is only a matter of
time. People in the know have found illegal campsites in the last few years, cigarette butts in the dry
grass. One, along with her husband heard a bunch of noise back in the woods off their Curtola Rd. home,
so they took a walk and sneaked up on 4 tresspassing mountain bikers, who had flung their bikes down
in the tall dry August 2019 grass and were flaked out, all smoking a joint. One was heard to say, “you
know, we could camp back here & no one would ever know”. There is no doubt that illegal camping is
already happening. In addition, area ranchers have had repeated run‐ins with trespassing bikers, who
just peddle off. Also of concern are trespassers, theft, losing fire insurance, noise, litter, gawkers looking
for what they might come back to steal at night, Talk to those who live in the Mears
neighborhood. They have had it all.
The “wanters” evidently had plenty of contact with the Parks Department. CEQA requires that the lead
agency meet with those whom would be impacted. But in the 15 years this project has been in
process, the Park Dept. early on never reached out to meet with the ranchers or others in the area that
would be impacted. There was one small meeting last year, but neither I or my brother, Bart Ruud was
able to attend. You would have thought they would have learned something from the mess they created
and still exists in the Mears neighborhood.
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In addition, the County DID NOT contact property owners within 300 feet of the Twilight Ride property
prior to the purchase for use for a parking lot and other amenities and use as a trailhead access to the
Taylor Ranch Preserve. I believe this action was illegal, but in our attendance at that Board of Supervisor
meeting, where they voted to go forward with the purchase, we were all but laughed out of the
room. In addition, it is my belief that the actual finalization of the purchase of the Twilight Ride site the
day after the Draft SEIR was released, was also illegal according to CEQA regulations and a California
State Supreme Court ruling that indicates that a public agency may not finalize purchase of property
until AFTER an EIR/SEIR has been finalized. This SEIR has NOT been finalized.
As stated earlier, our major concerns are the probability of wildfire in the whole of the acreage all the
way from Hidden Falls to the Bear River. CalFire states that over 90% of wildfires are man caused. Yet,
even the Master response is all but cavalier. It is only a matter of time. The Parks Dept. can’t even
determine how many hikers, bikers equestrians or dogs might be on the trail on a high use day. Yet it is
only logical that the more people in this high wildfire zone, the greater the risk of fire with the possibility
of terrible consequences. So far this year, CA has had over 4 million acres burn and by luck, so far Placer
County has escaped a major calamity. But, the fire season is far from over. Nor do they state they have
any idea how to contact people if they need to evacuate. They have no idea how to “control” the
Backcountry Pass hikers‐bikers or equestrians other than to rely on word of honor. How about the
cheaters, who get dropped off/walk in the private roads? How are they accounted for? That is why I
have mentioned use of a wristband with indelible ink be used as an identifier for every person, dog and
horse.
Then there is the matter of those needing to be rescued for a medical emergency. Placer County Fire
Station 180 on Atwood Rd is the lead provider of this service. According to a Special Brd. of Supervisor
hearing I attended yesterday, Oct. 20, 2020, this Placer County Fire Dept. station is in serious financial
trouble and is currently operating at a deficit of 13%, approximately $409K per year, which will continue
to accelerate unless something is done to rectify its budget shortfall. According to data provided ,
Station 180 is the busiest First Responder station. Somehow the first responder needs of Hidden Falls
need to be directly tied into the financial needs of Station 180. I would suggest a $5.00 entry fee per
person, dog and horse for Placer County Residents and a $10.00 entry fee for out‐of‐county residents,
with the fees to be divided between the Parks Dept. and Station 180. For those who need rescuing, not
on my dime. Relatively cheap insurance is available for risk‐takers to be trescued. The County needs to
talk to those who run the 100 Mile Western States Run and Tevis Cup for information. Need a
helicopter rescue…$10,000 or First‐Responder…$1500‐2,000. How about the Hidden Falls rescue last
year that took 4 vehicles and finally a helicopter….all on Placer County taxpayer’s dime.
Lastly, there is my concern regarding Bell, Cramer and Lone Star Roads. All are substandard, especially
Cramer Rd, which legally is not wide enough to have a stripe down the middle and has serious blind
curves All have undulations, no curbs, deep ditches‐some on both sides of the road, yet none of this is
covered by the EIR. You need to drive all of these roads to experience the first‐hand thrill of the
possibility of being forced into the ditch above the NID reservoir as I was last summer. I felt lucky the
oncoming vehicle missed my by about 6 inches and other than blowing a front tire, felt lucky to escape
with my life. I can’t wait for a truck pulling a horse trailer to meet another vehicle taking his half out of
the middle to meet on one of the blind curves. It will not be a pretty site.
As a Commission, you hold much power that will have a tremendous impact on the fate of the Lone Star
area. Your role is changing and you must consider the safety of the 6,000 homeowners who will be
impacted by this well intentioned but ill planned Expansion.
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I ask that you deny passage of this request.
Delana Ruud
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From: Ron Shevock <ron_shevock@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 4:43 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project

To Whom It May Concern,
Just wanted to write to voice my opinion that I support more trails with the Hidden Falls
Trails Expansion Project. I have been an avid user of the existing network of trails for
many years, and there has been a need for an increase for a long, long time. More
recently, it has become even more important as more people impacted by the pandemic
look for healthy outdoor activities to participate in, take their family to, etc.
Would be great if additional parking, and additional trailheads could be included as
well....always helps to spread out crowds, thus lessening impact on the neighborhood,
the trails themselves, etc.
Best regards,
Ron Shevock
Folsom, CA
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From: Supervisor Gore <SupervisorGore@placer.ca.gov>
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 11:02 AM
To: Denise Thorman <thorman.denise@gmail.com>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue
Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Landon Wolf <LWolf@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Ms. Thorman –
Thank you for reaching out to me and taking the time to express your thoughts about the Hidden Falls
expansion project. I really appreciate it.
Have a good weekend.
Sincerely,
~Supervisor Bonnie Gore
Placer County, District 1
From: Denise Thorman <thorman.denise@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 9:42 AM
To: Supervisor Gore <SupervisorGore@placer.ca.gov>; Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Sue
Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Good morning,
My name is Denise Thorman and would like to voice my support for the expansion project of Hidden
Falls. More trails, more parking, more facilities equals better opportunities for our families to get outside and
enjoy the fresh air.
I live in Roseville and have been hiking the trails at Hidden Falls about once a year for the past 5 years, though
I wish it was more. I would love for the area to be expanded so that it is less crowded and a wider variety of
people with differing abilities can access the trails. Also, with more access points, the major overcrowding on
the main trail and in the surrounding residential area would be greatly reduced.
Our lives have changed over the last 8-9 months due to the Covid-19 pandemic and never has it been so clear that the
health of our community depends on ready access to nature and trails. Once again we are finding ourselves being
limited in our traditional activities and the outdoors is really the only place our community can turn to to stay physically
and mentally healthy.
The County should move ahead with the Hidden Falls Expansion Project (Full Project would be ideal, however, the
Reduced Project is an acceptable alternative) to create a truly unique and expansive trail system in the foothills of
Placer County for present and future generations.
Thank you for your time. Please feel free to contact me if needed for any reason.
Denise Thorman
916-517-7754
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‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Karen VanWinkle <kcvanwinkle@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 22, 2020 4:07 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion
Good afternoon‐
I am writing today to share my support for the Hidden Falls expansion project. Hidden Falls is such an
amazing resource, enabling so many people to enjoy the great outdoors. It holds a special place for my
family and I. We have spent many hours hiking, biking and exploring this hidden natural gem in an
increasingly developed region. My husband, my children and I all appreciate the opportunities to
unplug, spend time together and connect with the beauty of nature.
The proposed expansion plans would be a great benefit to the residents of Placer County and the
surrounding region. Providing more trailheads and parking access would allow the use to be spread over
a larger area, decreasing parking and traffic issues. In addition, adding more trails and increasing acreage
would decrease the density of trail users, reduce potential conflicts between users and maintain the
feeling of solitude in the park.
Thank you for your time and consideration. I hope you will join me in supporting the expansion of this
amazing resource.
Sincerely‐
Karen Van Winkle
9843 Golden Dr.
Orangevale, CA 95662
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‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Alan <alan_walls@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 5:30 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion Support
Hello,
I want to let the BOS know that my wife, 2 kids and I support the expansion at Hidden Falls. Being
outside is essential to mental health as emphasized by the Covid 19 pandemic.
Additionally, the BOS has a chance to secure future open space and trails for generations to come.
When we are out enjoying parks, we often think how appreciative we are to the forward thinking
planning to secure wonderful areas for the citizens to enjoy.
Please vote to expand Hidden Falls.
Thanks,
Alan Walls
916 539 2808
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Now’s the Time to Expand Hidden Falls Trails
Trails are a favorite of Placer County residents, whether you hike, ride a bike or horse, or run. A
County opinion survey showed multi‐use trails as the top priority for future park projects—91
percent support more trails and recreation access to open space. Foothill trails are in high
demand, but short supply, and users of Placer County’s foothill trails routinely experience
overcrowding of popular trailheads and trails, especially at Hidden Falls Regional Park.
Placer Trails, a coalition of seven trail groups active in Placer County with over 4,000 members,
enthusiastically supports the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. The Expansion Project will
double the size of the Hidden Falls trail network and provide public access to more than 2,500
acres of open‐space preserves owned by Placer Land Trust. For more than 15 years, the Land
Trust has been working together with Placer County, the State of California, foundations, and
willing landowners to acquire this natural open space and working rangeland north of the
existing Hidden Falls Regional Park, extending to the Bear River.
Over $7 million of County funds have been invested along with State and foundation funds to
permanently protect these lands as natural open space, for continued livestock grazing, and to
provide for public trail access. Each acquisition that the County helped fund required deeded
trail easements owned by the County to provide public trail access. Without trail access the
County would not have participated and there would be no preserves.
The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for full build‐out of the Trail Expansion Project, which
would include three new trailheads, more than 350 new parking spaces, and 30 miles of trail,
concluded that all but a few potential impacts would be less than significant. Fire officials
approved plans for wildfire mitigation and evacuation and traffic engineers approved the
adequacy of area roads. Cal Fire data do not show use of non‐motorized trails as a significant
fire risk. Even so, project opponents who live near the park continue to voice concerns.
In addition to fire and traffic, opponents fear that trail recreation and livestock grazing will not
be compatible and that agriculture will suffer. However, there are examples throughout
California, including East Bay Regional Parks, City of San Luis Obispo and several more, where
there have been years of uneventful coexistence of multi‐use trails through open rangeland
with no ill‐effects on livestock or trail users. Recreation and agriculture can successfully coexist
and both are critical to our region’s economy.
In response to public comment, economics, and other factors not evaluated in the EIR, County
Parks has proposed a Reduced Project as a compromise between (1) the full project evaluated
in the EIR, and (2) elimination of the project as sought by neighborhood opponents. The
Reduced Project is similar to the lowest‐impact Project alternative evaluated in the EIR, but
with even less public access. The Reduced Project would reduce public benefits, but would have
the least negative impact on the environment and the neighborhood because it substantially
reduces parking, road modifications, and traffic. By comparison, if the trail expansion
properties were instead developed to the level allowed by current zoning, there would be more
traffic added than by the trailhead parking proposed in the Reduced Project.
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Placer Trails has carefully considered the Reduced Project in relation to our previous
recommendation to proceed with the Full Project. Despite reduction of new parking by more
than half from the Full Project, as well as elimination of public access at Curtola Ranch Road,
the Reduced Project stills achieves a modest increase in parking and, most importantly, will
grant public access to 30 miles of new trails through Land Trust preserves—trails which
taxpayers have invested in.
Placer Trails supports the Reduced Project as an acceptable compromise that will substantially
reduce neighborhood impacts, already deemed less than significant, while still opening up a
new multi‐use trails for public use. The Parks Commission agreed, with a unanimous vote to
recommend the Reduced Project. We hope that the opponents of the project will also see this
as a reasonable compromise.
Seldom has it been so clear as during the global pandemic that the health of our community
depends on ready access to nature and trails. The County should move ahead with the
Reduced Project to create a truly unique and expansive trail system in the foothills of Placer
County for present and future generations.

Thanks,
Malcolm

MWC
Malcolm White Consulting
916.705.4910 Ph
916.782.2482 Fx

malcolm@mycci.net
This e‐mail and any attachments may contain privileged or proprietary information. If you are not the intended recipient, delete this correspondence and all
attachments immediately. Unauthorized distribution in any form is unlawful.

 Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail
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‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: machelle witler <mwitler@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 7:53 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
I would like to see Hidden Falls expanded. The people of Placer Co and surrounding areas should be able
to enjoy the trails/outdoors to keep healthy body/mind/soul.
M.Witler
Auburn
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Carol Wooster <cwooride@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 3:59 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] hidden falls

I wholeheartedly support the trails expansion project at hidden falls park. I ride my horse there & enjoy
the trails so much. It is a well used park, obviously there is a need and think it is so important to
establish trail systems for the public to enjoy.

Thank you,
Carol Wooster
12661 Lakeshore North
Auburn, ca
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Wendy Boucher <wendy@eboucher.com>
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 1:56 PM
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Sue Colbert
wendy@eboucher.com
[EXTERNAL] Statement to BOS/Planning Commission RE: Hidden Falls Expansion

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

Please find attached our statement regarding the Hidden Falls Expansion project.
Kind regards,
Wendy and Eric Boucher

————————————‐
January 23, 2021
From: Wendy and Eric Boucher
4525 Bell Road
Auburn, CA 95602
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors
scolbert@placer.ca.gov
BOS@placer.ca.gov

Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission, thank you for taking the time to read my concerns regarding the Hidden Falls Expansion.
We live at 4525 Bell Road not far from the proposed Hidden Falls Expansion location. We are against this expansion because I am deeply
concerned of the negative consequences arising from this project.
My husband and I have lived here 10 years, and I spent several of the first years training at a barn on Mears drive near the entrance of Hidden
Falls. It was once a quiet road where we could literally walk our horses from the barn using Mears Drive to get to the entrance of the park and
to the trailheads. My very first trail ride was at Hidden Falls, and that day still holds a special memory in my heart. Unfortunately, once the park
was featured on Sacramento news programs, the amount of people visiting the park completely overwhelmed the area with foot traffic on Mears
and parked cars up and down the roads for miles. Now dozens of “no parking” signs have dotted what once was a rural road, and Hidden Falls
is now too busy to safely trail ride a horse. I truly feel that the residents on Mears are living their worst nightmare at times when hoards of
people are walking down the road on their way into the park as though there is a sponsored “10k benefit run” going on most days. I imagine
Mears residents are feeling enraged and helpless at the thought of MORE spaces potentially being added to an already overcrowded parking
lot.
We still have three trail horses and will no longer ride at Hidden Falls. Theft became commonplace. Cars and trailers were broken into often.
We didn’t feel safe. Also, with cyclists and hikers with off leash dogs, it’s a dangerous environment. To expand this park including an additional
larger entrance, concessions, restrooms/showers and more is a recipe for disaster. With the suspension of local camping ordinances and
subsequent re-population of the homeless encampment at the Bell Road County Center, a new park with such facilities within walking distance
of town will only create more homeless camping on a long term basis. It’s just a bad idea given the lifting of camping laws during this time of
world pandemic.
Additionally, the low income housing project being built on Bell Road next to the Grange may not have been factored into car and visitor traffic
entering the park via Bell Road. The corner where we enter our property has numerous accidents every year. It is a dangerous, downhill righthand curve, and that pasture fence has been replaced many times from drunk AND sober drivers skidding off the road day and night. One time
the PG&E power pole was nearly severed in two when a car drove off the road. The visitors from out of the area will not be familiar with these
roads and I anticipate many accidents. Even worse, a horse trailer taking this turn too fast could end in a horrible disaster. The huge increase of
traffic on Bell is one thing, but our narrow windy road is hardly safe for out of town drivers unfamiliar with the roads, or wide enough for the
1
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mass amount of additional horse trailers coming to the new parking lots. There are many blind driveways and small roads entering onto Bell,
and children and pets are at great risk to a driver going too fast or being careless.
We are most worried about the danger of massive wildfire at this proposed expansion due to negligent behavior by visitors, or fires from
homeless campers. CalFire has said that it isn’t “if” a fire in an area like this could happen, but “when”. Please imagine if your home was very
close to the Hidden Falls property and imagine the worry you would have knowing the risk of wildfire, especially after what we all saw happen in
2020. I was personally involved in leading the North Auburn community in the effort against the “big green wall” that was erected at the Auburn
Trap Club. In that case, it was a project that was put through without widespread notification or thinking of the consequences that could occur.
The noise disturbance that occurred in North Auburn was far worse than anyone could expect, and the only remedy was to remove the wall,
which all affected in North Auburn are extremely grateful for. In the case of the large Hidden Falls expansion, allowing a project like this to be
built with such a potential for wildfire alone is just too great a thing to risk.
I am not against trail riding or hiking. I’m not against spending time outdoors with my family. I am against FORCING a large capacity park into a
small, inaccessible neighborhood. I’m against increasing traffic and increasing the potential for fatal car and horse accidents on nearby roads,
and I’m VERY against building new electrical, water and trail infrastructure drawing in huge amounts of out of town and out of county visitors.
This will increase the amount of litter already being seen in the park and surrounding roads. Litter and mountain bike trail damage will be
counterproductive to our responsibilities to preserve the environment, and will endanger local wildlife. Most importantly, this will increase the
risk of an irresponsible smoker or homeless camper starting a fire.
Please put yourself in our shoes and imagine if this were being proposed on your street or next to your driveway. Over the last 10 years we
have had many cars drive down our private road trying to gain access to Hidden Falls because the Mears Drive lot fills up and people are
turned away. I can imagine even more trespassers entering private drives and properties to gain access to Hidden Falls when parking lots are
full.
It’s a given that the local large stakeholders (Farm Bureau, Tahoe Cattlemen, and local livestock Ranchers and Vintners) are against this
project, but more importantly the local property owners should be taken seriously. Please consider the horrible consequences that may be a
result of forcing this large, “State Style” park expansion into a small, rural county neighborhood. Right now the risks of fires and accidents
outweigh the benefits of outdoor exercise. We believe we should be directing these funds to existing locations or projects that have already
been evaluated and appropriately been given approval.
Again, thank you for reading my concerns.
Kind regards,
Wendy Boucher
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Steve Bowman <sbowman@rja-gps.com>
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 4:14 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Please Forward to Dan Woodward, Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Support!

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

Mr. Woodward ‐ As a resident of Granite Bay (District 4), I wanted to express my support of the Hidden Fall Park Trails
Expansion. Placer County has a major opportunity in this project to fulfilled the shared vision of an expansive preserve
of oak woodlands, riparian habitat and rangeland, with 30 miles of new public multi‐use trails and much needed
additional trailhead facilities that will enable our community to experience this iconic foothill landscape. Adding this
jewel to the already existing Hidden Falls Regional Park system is of the utmost importance for the people of Placer
County.
I am concerned that Placer County Planning Commission may be over‐influenced by a highly‐vocal minority with baseless
claims and may not decide to move ahead with this project. If this were to happen, would you truly be representing the
interests of District 4 voters that helped appoint you as our new representative to the Planning Commission? Please
support this expansion that will open up more than 2,500 acres of oak woodland to our region. This trail expansion is
part of a long‐planned regional park vision that was proposed way back in 1999 and has finally came to fruition through
countless hours of work from hundreds of Placer County residents. I urge you to vote in favor of the Hidden Falls Trail
Expansion, and represent the residents of District 4 proudly in doing so at the Planning Commission this week. Thank
You!
Steve Bowman
8198 Twin Rocks Road
Granite Bay, CA 95746
(916) 860‐9147
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jane browne <jb8012@gmail.com>
Thursday, January 21, 2021 3:54 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

I would like to express my support of the trail and parking expansion plan at Hidden Falls. I think that it
is very frustrating for people to know that it will be difficult to to use due to inadequate and crowded
trails.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda Cline <lindac6413@gmail.com>
Monday, January 25, 2021 4:18 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails

Dear Planning Commissioners:
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Since June 2018, the
residents in our communities in North Auburn and Lincoln and the AG stakeholders (Placer County Farm Bureau, Tahoe
Cattlemen’s Assoc., cattle ranchers) have expressed outrage and concerns regarding this proposed expansion. The Parks
Division continues to disregard the valid concerns of the stakeholders.
My concerns about the proposed Project and the SEIR are and have always been:
* increased risk for catastrophic wildfires, esp w/ our continued climate crises leading to more drought and hot, dry conditions in our
foothills
* negative impact on evacuation issues (let's not repeat the Paradise disaster)
* very narrow country roads with blind curves and driveways - no way for horse trailers, trucks, and residential vehicles to navigate
safely
* with the county's current poor funding for Fire/EMS services, this project would put and increased burden on our first responders - who
are already stretched too thin
* poor fiscal responsibility at a time when our County should be prioritizing spending on essential services and funding approved
recreation projects that are already waiting for funding
* fails to adequately address the negative impact of volume of visitors on environmental and conservation priorities and the illegal
access across private property and roads
We trust that you will thoughtfully consider all aspects and impacts of this project and whether the Parks Division has
completed all their obligations to meet with and address the concerns from the various stakeholders and address all the
requests of the Planning Commissioners from the 10/22/20 Public Hearing.

Linda Cline
North Auburn resident
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January 25, 2021
Placer County Planning Commission
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603
RE: Proposed Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion
Dear Commissioners:
I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion.
For Almost three years the residents in the communities of North Auburn and Lincoln have
expressed our concerns regarding this proposed expansion. The Parks Division has continued
to ignore our valid concerns.
My concerns about the proposed expansion and the SEIR are:
* Roads in the area (Bell, Cramer, & Lone Star) are inadequate, narrow with many blind curves,
blind driveways, and many off shoot roads. The SEIR failed to disclose that the Intersection of
Hwy 49 and Cramer Road is a "significant but unavoidable impact" as was noted in the 2020
Winery and Brewery Ordinance. The Parks Division has no plans to address any road issues
other than put up signage. These roads will not support the potential increase of traffic for the
expansion proposed.
* I live on an extension of Cramer Road west of Bell Road. This is a private drive way and I am
concerned that it will be a source that the public will try to gain illegal access to the proposed
expansion which is just beyond the end of the driveway and will lead to potential for
trespassing and confrontations with people. This has been an ongoing problem for several
areas including Orr Creek Road, Big Hill Road, to name a couple.
* There is a lack of acknowledgement and disclosure of the potential evacuation issues for the
residents .
*Increased potential for catastrophic wildfires.
* Cal Fire station on Atwood Road is the busiest station in Placer County. The Parks Division
disregards the increased demand this proposed project puts on our first responders and the
county's shortfall for Fire/EMS services.
*A proposed Draft map by the Parks Division as of November 2020 outlines "Range
Management Plan " which includes a plan for perimeter/roadway clearing of 25 to 50 feet
around the fence line of the Twilight Ride property, the east side of the Taylor Preserve and the
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south and east side of the Harvego Preserve. This needs to be brought before the residents
for input. This proposed plan will have a direct affect on the surrounding properties as well as
destroy acres and acres of wildland vegetation unnecessarily. This plan needs to be discussed
with those most affected to resolve.
* The Draft Hidden Falls trails Expansion Project Finance Plan needs to be studied closely. The
Vegetation Management costs are not sufficient for their proposed plans. Where do they get
their numbers? The costs difference between the current 1200 acre park and the proposed
expansion of over 2200 acres doesn't seem accurate.
I'm trusting you to thoroughly consider all aspects and impacts of the proposed Hidden Falls
Regional Park Expansion and that the Parks Division has addressed all your requests from the
Planning Commission Meeting of October 22, 2020 public hearing.
Sincerely,
Diane Dolley
9300 Cramer Road
Auburn
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maggie Fincher <2maggief@gmail.com>
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 4:57 PM
Sue Colbert; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion

To Whom it May Concern,
Please consider this my strong opposition to the Hidden Falls Expansion project. For 50 years
I have lived and raised my family on Garden Bar Road. I have seen many changes and a lot of
growth.
However, the idea that Garden Bar Road would provide access to a regional park is dangerous.
Not only are all the roads in the vicinity narrow and inadequate for heavy use, but Garden Bar Road
in particular is narrow, with blind turns and no turn outs. The risk to the residents who must use this
road will only increase as traffic increases. This risk will only increase if "an event" causes emergency
vehicles to need access. In most places two large vehicles cannot pass each other. Afterall, trucks are
not allowed when the school bus travels this road.
This risk will only increase when a fire starts. I did say "when" because the odds are great that it will
happen. The fire also doesn;t need to start on the Hidden Falls property, but anywhere nearby is just as
dangerous. There is no way to evacuate residents, park visitors and allow emergency equipment entry
up this road. This area will become a death trap, with only one way out.
You were elected to represent Placer County residents, not other surrounding counties, who may or may
not favor this expansion, but we the residents of Placer County specifically those on Garden Bar Road
oppose this project.
Yours truly
Margaret Fincher
4154 Garden Bar Road
Lincoln, CA 95648
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January 21, 2021
To: Placer County Planning Commission Chairman and Commissioners
From: Jeffrey Foltz and Family, Rocklin, Ca.
Subject: Support for Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion project and the
reduced option as proposed in the Conditional Use Permit Modification
PLN19-00187
The Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion project adding 2,765 acres of
public parkland, 30 miles of trails and parking has been under study for the
last 5 years. There have been surveys, reports rewrites, environmental
studies, public hearings, MAC meetings, consultation with neighbors and
outside agencies, updates and discussions with Placer County
Commissions, it’s time to act and approve the project.
Hidden Falls goes all the way back to 2000 with the creation of the Placer
County Legacy program. Over the years their have been numerous public
hearings, studies, surveys, environmental documents and public approvals
by the Board of Supervisors with respect to Hidden Falls. The Board has
acquired property, entered into agreements, applied for grants all in an
effort to develop a Regional Park system for the citizens of Placer County.
Every opportunity has been afforded the public along the way to comment.
In fact 75 percent of the comments received on the DSEIR for the current
Hidden Falls expansion were positive towards the development of Hidden
Falls. County surveys show the public has consistently shown a desire for
more public trails and open space. The West Placer County regional
priority was to expand Hidden Falls regional park.
The public enjoys there parks and especial parks with large tracks of open
space and trails. This was evident when the County opened Hidden Falls in
2014 and the public overwhelmed the parking capacity. Since that time the
County has developed a parking reservation system and closed the park
during high wind days. The County staff and Board recognized the problem
and corrected it. Since the reservation system has been implemented there
have not been overcrowding parking issues at the park or traffic backing
onto Mears Place.
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Fire issues, traffic issues, additional parking for the expansion of Hidden
Falls have all been addressed. The original project has been reduced by 60
percent. The Hidden Falls EIR supports the expansion with minimal
mitigation’s. The county professional staff from fire, sheriffs, traffic
engineering, public works, parks have all weighted in. Indicating that the
expansion of Hidden Falls is manageable and can be done effectively and
safely for the public’s enjoyment with the least impact on surrounding
ranch land. The Placer Land Trust a big player in this equation is also
committed to working with the County and being an effective steward of the
land.
The Hidden Falls Regional park expansion project is a clear benefit for
current and future residents of Placer County. A great deal of taxpayer
money has been expended on the project and not allowing the public to
have access to there payed for open space would be wrong. We look forward
to your approval on January 28, 2021. and forwarding the EIR and
Conditional Use Permit to the Board of Supervisors for there approval.

Sincerely, Jeffrey Foltz
Placer County resident, member of Placer Trails and Gold County Trail
Council
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To: Placer County Planning Commissioners

1/25/2021

Subject : Attached is the in person public comments given at the October
22, 2020 Planning Commission hearing in support of the expansion of
Hidden Falls regional park.

Planning Commission Hearing, October 22, 2020
Good evening my name is Jeff Foltz, Placer County resident, I represent
my family, children and grandchildren. I also represent Gold County Trails
Council a group of over 300 members that maintains trails and advocates
for non motorized trails and a member of Placer Trails. And I stand in
support of Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion reduced plan.
This meeting has been a long time in coming in fact over 4 years. It was
born out of the Placer Legacy program that started in the 1990 and
followed by the opening of Hidden Falls in 2006. The creation of the
Legacy program and Hidden Falls Regional Park where trumpeted by the
County and Place County residents as away to preserve open space and
provide outdoor recreation to County Residents.
Fast forward to today. There have been numerous studies, surveys, public
input, public meetings, public hearings, multiple notifications to residents
surrounding Hidden Falls well beyond the normal notifications process. A
7-0 approval by the Placer Parks Commission for the expansion of Hidden
Falls.
County surveys show the public has consistently shown a desire for more
public trails and open space by a margin of 91%. Top activities were,
walking, hiking, just enjoying nature. In fact West Placer County Region
priority was to Expand Hidden Falls Regional Park.
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The Full buildout of Hidden Falls Regional Park is supported by the EIR
with a few minor impacts requiring mitigation with the major being less
than significant. The County Staff has proposed a reduction of 60% to the
the original project. How many projects has the Planning Commission
approved where you have reduced a project by 60%, I would venture to
say none. But here we are, the powder has been spent its time to make a
decision for the public good. The majority of the 500,000 residents of
Placer County are eager to hear your support for the Placer County
Legacy Open Space and Agricultural Conservation Program and the
expansion of Hidden Falls Regional Park.
Old Cowboys would tell you finish what you Start. And Cowboy up. The
old Placer pioneers never quite while their life was hardest and their duties
were most exacting, don’t let a few dissuade you from your Legacy to the
current and future residents of Placer County the trail users, hikers, bikers,
and equestrians and everyday citizens who enjoy the outdoors.
When one day you view the trails on Placer Land Trust properties, and
Hidden Falls expansion and see all the smiling faces of families hiking and
riding the trails. You can say that was my Legacy that’s what I help build,
and the vast majority of Placer County residents will thank you. Thank you
for your hard work and many long hours reviewing and studying this
project. We are looking forward to your approval.
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January 25, 2021
Placer County Planning Commission
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603
scolbert@placer.ca.gov
To:

Placer County Planning Commission
ATTENTION: PLANNING COMMISSION CLERK

Re:

Support for Hidden Falls Regional Park Trail Expansion Project

The Final EIR for the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project is comprehensive in
addressing potential impacts as well as hundreds of comments on the Draft EIR. I
agree with the County’s finding that all but a few impacts would be less than significant.
The recent Town Hall and last Planning Commission Hearing on this Project further
emphasized that fire officials are satisfied with the fire safety plans for both the full
project and the reduced project, and that traffic engineers determined that the project
meets acceptable standards for area roads and traffic safety. The EIR has addressed
all CEQA-related concerns and the Commission should recommend certification.
The Reduced Project proposed by County Parks for actual implementation is a
compromise between the Full Project in the EIR and elimination of the project as
sought by neighborhood opponents.
The Reduced Project is similar to the least-impact Alternative in the EIR, but has even
less public access. It will have the least impact on the environment and the
neighborhood because it substantially reduces parking, road modifications, and traffic.
In fact, there would be less traffic added by the Reduced Project than if the trail
expansion properties were instead developed to the level allowed by current zoning.
Despite the reduction in parking by more than half and elimination of public access at
Curtola Ranch Road, the Reduced Project still achieves a modest increase in parking
and public access to 30 miles of new trails.
As requested by the Commission, the County has now provided additional detailed
information on several topics, including wildfire risk reduction, emergency evacuation,
compatibility of grazing and trail use, and management of parking and traffic at
trailheads. The Commission’s remaining questions have been thoroughly addressed
by the provided materials and provide a solid basis for final plans once the Project is
approved.
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The Reduced Project is a reasonable compromise that will substantially reduce
neighborhood impacts while still opening up a much-needed new network of multi-use
trails. The Parks Commission unanimously agreed.
The County should move ahead with the Reduced Project to create a truly unique and
expansive trail system in the foothills of Placer County. The County Master Plan
survey showed 91% public support for more trails and open space. The County has
invested more than $7 million in taxpayer funds through a 15-year public process to
acquire land and trail easements in the Expansion Area and now the public deserves
access. I urge the Planning Commission to recommend modification of the conditional
use permit to enable implementation of the Reduced Project.
Respectfully,
Robert Gilliom
Auburn
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

teresajane50@gmail.com
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 7:06 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Letter for January 28 Planning Commission Meeting

Date: January 27, 2021
To:

Placer County Planning Commission

From: Jane Goddard
Placer County Resident and Property Owner
11400 Lone Star Road
Auburn, CA 95602
Dear Placer County Planning Commission:
I am writing to express my strong opposition to proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Since
June 2018, the residents in our communities in North Auburn and Lincoln and the Agricultural
stakeholders (Placer County Farm Bureau, Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association, and cattle ranchers) have
expressed outrage and many concerns regarding this proposed expansion. The Parks Division continues
to disregard the valid and numerous concerns of the residents and stakeholders.
The Parks Division does not take into consideration the full impact that this project will have upon the
residents, roads, environment, habitat, agriculture and extreme fire danger of the nearby community. My
major concerns about the proposed Project and the SEIR are:
WILDFIRE
California zip code 95602 has been targeted as a high wild fire danger area. Most residents with that zip
code have lost their homeowners fire insurance (including me) and had to seek coverage elsewhere with
an exorbitant increase in cost. Wildfires can travel up to 14 miles an hour; if there was a fire at the
Twilight Ride area, our dream home that my late husband built for our young family 41 years ago would
be gone in about 15 minutes. The proposed trail expansion covers 3700 acres of extremely combustible
dry oak woodlands and heavily wooded bushy hills. Please remember, 95% of all fires are started by
humans, and homelessness is up significantly in Placer County. There could be NO SMOKING signs on
every tree in the Hidden Falls Park and people will still smoke; and yet the irresponsible visitors will
continue to throw their cigarette or marijuana butts on the dry grass. Or, the homeless that will set up an
illegal overnight camp away from prying eyes in the cool weather, a campfire that occasionally gets out of
control and burns thousands and thousands of acres. It happens!! Also missing from the SDEIR is … who
will be policing the park for people smoking, campfires, barbeques, etc. When we went hiking in the
Grand Tetons last summer, there were park rangers on every path we took, watching for inappropriate
behavior and answering questions. Who will be taking care of that? Who will be paying their
wages? Who will be counting the number of people going into the park each day, and the number of
people coming out each day? If the numbers don’t match, who will be patrolling the thousands of acres of
land every evening to see where the missing people are?
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This brings me to evacuation in case of a wildfire emergency. A wildfire breaks out, you have hundreds of
people walking, riding, running, etc. in a confined area, as well as thousands of neighbors that live on the
very narrow roads of Lone Star, Bell and Cramer, being notified and trying to all get out at the same time;
and you have emergency vehicles that take up most of the country roads coming into the park at the same
time. Emergency vehicles will be unable to get in, and park visitors will be unable to get out. Hundreds of
people will burn in their cars trying to escape; while neighborhood residents will see their homes being
burned to the ground.
Placer County is opening up themselves to an untold liability by introducing thousands of Park users into
a fire-prone area, an area already impacted by fire insurance cancellations and insurance rate increases
that are largely attuned to a calculated risk. In addition, the plan also disregards the increased demand
the project would put on our first responders and the county’s funding shortfall for Fire/EMS services.
ROADS & TRANSPORTATION
The Hidden Falls expansion, which is 100% recreational, does not meet any of the criterion defining
rural. Definition of Rural: Pertaining to country as distinguished from the city or town, rustic; pertaining
to farm or agriculture. The access roads leading to the proposed expansion parking lot (Lone Star,
Cramer and Bell) are narrow and riddled with many blind curves, undulating hills and extremely limited
visibility.
The County has been planning the Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion since 2005 and have not
collaborated with the residents in the affected communities of rural North Auburn. We conducted our
own survey and found 73 driveways and off shoot roads that have dangerous entrances and exits on Lone
Star, Bell and Cramer. Each of those roads has limited visibility and dangerous curves, and all 3 roads
feed from or onto Highway 49 which is famous for their many fatal accidents.
VOLUME OF TRAFFIC
The SDEIR states that the Twilight Ride Parking Lot on Bell Road will generate at least 600 vehicle trips
on a single weekend day. The Harvego parking lot which is accessed through Auburn Valley Country Club
would generate an additional 573 vehicles. That is 1,173 vehicles on a single weekend day on Bell,
Cramer and Lone Star Roads. The impacts will be devastating and impossible for those of us living on one
of those three rural roads.
None of the feeder roads have sidewalks, adequate shoulder or bike lanes. Based on the Park’s
Department information, 2/3 of the visitors to the current Regional Park are not from Placer County and
will not be familiar with our very rural country roads. Yet, there are no plans to spend money to repair
and update any of the roads feeding into the Twilight Ride.

HIGHWAY 49
There have been many accidents and fatalities on Highway 49, which is the stretch between Dry Creek
and Wolf Roads. It is an extremely dangerous highway. Yet, he SDEIR fails to identify Highway 49 as an
extremely dangerous highway. Adding over 1,100 cars, trucks and trailers a day on that already
impacted road is unsafe, irresponsible and unthinkable. People traveling on Highway 49 are usually
going between 70-80 miles an hour. I know, because I drive that road every day.
CRIME & TRESPASSING
2
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The SDEIR does not address the fact that 2/3 of the population visiting Hidden Falls lives out of Placer
County. The Mears Road entrance has seen a huge increase in crime, including theft, trespassing and
verbal abuse from park visitors. Please ask the residents on Mears Road, they are happy to share the
horror stories with you, and the fact that the Parks Department does not take the time to listen to their
valid complaints. The SDEIR does not address the fact that the Expansion will likely experience the same
problems and how it will be prevented and resolved. Will there be full time parking guards and a police
officer monitoring the neighborhood 24/7 to discourage and prevent neighborhood problems?
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
We understand that when the projected project is complete, Placer County will be responsible to pay for
many items, including the salary for 15-20 full time park rangers, maintenance for cleanliness of the park,
on-site security officers to monitor for homeless, crime, parking problems, emergency phones,
maintenance of wells and septic tanks, maintenance of all trails, fire breaks, helicopter pads, maintenance
of trees, bushes, watering in the summer months, weed abatement, cost of electricity of lights,
maintenance of rest rooms, police and fire department calls to Hidden Falls and emergency evacuations
when necessary, and so much more.
Shouldn’t Placer County be prioritizing their spending on essential services for our Placer County
community and funding approved recreational projects that are already awaiting funding?
FAILURE OF SDEIR TO ADDRESS THE PLACER COUNTY RESIDENTS
Based on the information in the SDEIR, the assumptions it has made, and the negative impacts to the very
communities who were not included in any of the 15-year planning, we request that you REJECT this
project. The Parks Department has many ambitious projects, and I support well thought out, and well
managed trails for recreation. Placer County already has 900 miles of beautiful trails. However, to
decrease the quality of life of rural Placer County residents, and our agricultural legacy (just to increase a
day of recreation for non-residents) we see the Twilight Ride Access and Hidden Falls Expansion as the
wrong project in the wrong place.
When I vote for a person running for public office, I always check their credentials and their background
to make sure they have the same visions I do pertaining to what position they are running for. I feel the
job of a Placer County Board of Supervisor should be to look out for their Placer County residents, and
their best interests, definitely not the people that do not live here and do not pay our county
taxes. Disrupting our lives, and our property, who is to benefit from this expansion? Definitely not those
of us that bought a home/and or property and have a dream of living quietly and safely in the beautiful
and serene rural Auburn countryside.
In closing, please think of the Scales of Justice. On left side, the scale is very high, holding only one item,
Wanting More Trails …. on the right side, it is heavily weighted down with: Wildfire Danger, Financial
Impact on Fire Insurance, Decrease in Home Values, Traffic and Road Safety, Trespassing, Crime, Liability
Issues, Overburdened First Responders, and so much more. Should wanting more trails take precedent
over public safety and the negative economic impact on your Placer County families? Thank you!!
Please include my letter as part of the public comment permanent record. Thank you.

Cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors
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Dear Planning Commissioners:
We are writing to express our opposition, in the strongest possible terms, to the proposed Hidden
Falls Trails Expansion Project. Since June 2018, residents in North Auburn and Lincoln as well as
stakeholders from the Placer County Farm Bureau, Tahoe Cattlemen’s Assoc and cattle ranchers
have expressed significant concerns regarding this proposed expansion. The Parks Division
continues to move ahead with apparent disregard the valid concerns of the affected parties. Most
importantly, responsibility for the well documented risks posed by the Expansion project to the
stakeholders has not been accepted by the Park District decision makers.
Our primary concerns about the proposed Project and the SEIR are as follows:
Inadequate, narrow roads with numerous blind curves, blind driveways and off shoot roads
Lack of acknowledgment, disclosure and most importantly a solution to the potential evacuation
issues should a wildfire arise
Increased potential for catastrophic wildfires
Fiscal responsibility at a time when our County should be prioritizing spending on essential services
and funding approved recreation projects that are waiting for funding
Fails to adequately identify and address the critical impact of park visitors gaining illegal access on
one of the off-shoot roads that lead to the expansion area: Orr Creek Lane, Cramer extension,
Country Club Lane, Auburn Valley Road, Curtola Ranch Road, leading to altercations and potential
for trespassing and crime.
The increase of traffic on Auburn Valley Road and the lack of foundational structure this road can
support to handle the anticipated increased volume.

We trust that you will assess all aspects and impacts of this project and evaluate whether the Parks
Division has addressed AND resolved the concerns from the various stakeholders (as well as
addressed all the requests of the Planning Commissioners) from the 10/22/20 Public Hearing.
Respectfully.
Philip and Suzanne Grybas
6440 Fairway Ct., Auburn Ca. 95602
January 25, 2021
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Heidi Hansen <heidiehansen@gmail.com>
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 12:07 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

January 26, 2021
Placer County Planning Commissioners
c/o Sue Colbert - Senior Board/Commission Clerk
Planning Commissioners,
I am writing to you all to communicate my support for the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Further I would like to
express my concern that the County representatives may be overly influenced by a minority group and not move ahead
with this project that will open up more than 2,500 acres of oak woodland to 30 miles of multi‐use public trails. This
Trail Expansion is part of a long‐planned regional park that was proposed in 1999 by the Citizens' Advisory Committee
for the Placer Legacy Open‐Space Program, following more than a year of stakeholder meetings and public
workshops. The park has proven exceptionally popular.
The Trail Expansion will use existing trails and ranch roads on Placer Land Trust preserves, at less than half the cost of
County acquisition. Currently, preserve trails are accessible only through docent‐led hikes, but the Expansion will open
access to public use and add new trailhead facilities.
Neighborhood concerns? The County has made numerous modifications to the expansion plan to address the
neighbors’ concerns while the neighbors appear to have made none. The popularity of Hidden Falls brought some early
problems for parking, trailhead facilities, and trail maintenance. The County has learned from the experience,
conditions have improved, and “lesson’s learned” will lead to a smoother park expansion. We all need to be concerned
about fire, but non‐motorized trail use is not a top cause. Cal Fire data shows there have been no fires in Hidden Falls
Regional Park since it opened in 2006 and there have been only 3 significant fires within 12 miles of Hidden Falls during
the last 55 years—caused by lightning, a downed power line, and a motor vehicle. Further the expansion demonstrates
continued support of our county agriculture by providing grazing within the expansion boundaries.
I am a member of Placer Trails (placertrails.org), a coalition of 7 trail organizations with over 4,000 members, a member
of Gold Country Trails Council (http://www.goldcountrytrailscouncil.org/), a member of both Placer Nevada
Cattlewomen (https://www.pncw.org/) and Tahoe Cattlemen (https://www.tahoecattlemen.org/) and a past Director of
the Placer County Farm Bureau Board (http://placercfb.com/) and continue as an active member at large. I want to urge
the County Planning Commissioners to support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project and the Placer County Parks and
Trails modified plan.
Thank you for your attention to my email to you all,
Heidi Hansen
heidiehansen@gmail.com
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maureen Henderson <mmhenderson5@gmail.com>
Monday, January 25, 2021 6:14 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion - Comments for Hearing on January 28, 2021

My name is Maureen Henderson. I am a 32 year resident of Placer County. I own two properties in
Placer County, one of which is within a 10 minute drive from Hidden Falls Regional Park. I am an
equestrian and visit the park on a regular basis.
As I am retired, I have the opportunity to do most of my riding during the week. However, during the
Covid shutdowns, I was using the reservation system to gain access to the park.
I would like to let you know that I have found the reservation system to work very well. I have had no
issues and find the website to be user friendly. It has been easy to negotiate to make my reservations.
I believe having this same reservation system in place will work well at the proposed expansion site of
Hidden Falls.
I fully support the reduced project presented by Placer County Parks and encourage your full
support. Opening up another access point is imperative to having this park be successful. It would be
very difficult to try to run a 3,500 acre park with only one access point. Expanding the park to
accommodate more use by our residents will be a benefit to all. Having another access point will also
relieve the pressure on Mears Place. Placer County continues to grow and its residents need to have
more outdoor space available to them. This certainly has been demonstrated over the last 10 months.
Thank you,
Maureen Henderson
2971 Mohammed Lane
Newcastle, CA. 95658
and
9375 Rancho Vista Lane
Newcastle, CA. 95658

1

78

Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maureen Henderson <mmhenderson5@gmail.com>
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 8:43 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Public Comment - January 28, 2021

Set forth below is a comment from Loomis Basin Horsemen's Association

Dear Commissioners:
My name is Maureen Henderson. I am a resident of Placer County and am the Trails Liaison for Loomis
Basin Horsemen’s Association. I am writing this letter on behalf of the organization.
First of all, everything that can possibly be said about this project has been said many times, over and
over again, by both supporters and objectors, so I don’t want to bore you with more of the same.
I would like to thank and acknowledge the Placer County Parks Department, specifically Andy Fisher,
Lisa Carnahan, and their entire staff for all the work they have done on this project.
Some background: This project has been in the works for approximately 15 years. Over this time
period, the County and the Placer Land Trust have purchased or acquired several parcels of land which
are the parcels contiguous to the current existing Hidden Falls. Included in those purchases were trail
and conservation easements. Sometimes additional monies were paid for these easements. All of
these purchases went through the standard process required by the County, finally being approved by
the ultimate decision maker, the Board of Supervisors. It has always been known and planned that
these parcels of land were being purchased to protect the land from development and for the future
enjoyment of the residents of Placer County.
Well, now the time is here. These parcels are all connected and ready to be made accessible to the
public. Public lands cannot be enjoyed by the public unless the public has access. Not only the County,
but all residents in the area, have known, or should have known, what the expectation was for Hidden
Falls. But now, after years of planning, the group known as Rural Placer, has come together to oppose
the proposed expansion.
Based upon the public comments and opposition expressed by Rural Placer, Parks listened and has
come up with a Reduced Plan. Even with the Reduced Plan, Rural Placer has not negotiated with the
County in any way. Rural Placer has not made one suggestion or concession to negotiate with Parks to
come up with a viable option. To Rural Placer, it is ALL or NOTHING. Nothing will do except to
maintain the status quo.
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Well, things can’t remain “status quo” forever. Life goes on, things change, and we need to be able to
change with them. We need to plan for future generations. As Planning Commissioners, it is your
responsibility to do what is best for the County. You must weigh all the pros and cons, but ultimately,
the interests of the County must prevail. This park is a gem, like no other. It will be a great asset of
Placer County in many ways.
This organization is a member of Placer Trails. As a coalition we represent over 4,000 citizens. We
have been instrumental in obtaining over 2,000 signatures from people who are familiar with the park
and want to see this expansion followed through to completion. This is just a small sampling of the
number of people who support this regional park.
Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Association urges the Planning Commission to recommend certification of
the SEIR and associated CEQA documents and to recommend modification of the conditional use
permit to enable implementation of the Reduced Project.
Maureen Henderson
Trails Liaison
Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Association
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Georganne Lawton <geometrails@gmail.com>
Thursday, January 21, 2021 6:19 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Support for hidden falls expansion

I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the
County staff with its 30 miles of new trails and additional parking.
Thank you
Sent from my iPhone
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Dennis Maciel <dennis.maciel502@gmail.com>
Saturday, January 23, 2021 8:08 AM
scolbert@placer.ca.gove
Placer County Board of Supervisors
Hidden falls Expansion

I have read through the Planning Commissions responses and unless I missed something I still did I not
see a response to my questions: specifically 1)why is the expansion necessary in the first place? Or
why are we even entertaining the expansion? 2) what is the cost to Placer County residents (in taxes)
and now 3) what will be done to curtail illegal access to trails in the Auburn Valley Country Club
community? I am aware that the parking lot is a no go, but I think you must know that it will have no
bearing on those who want access to the trails.
Sent from my iPad
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Chris Mantz <ckmantz@icloud.com>
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 4:09 PM
Sue Colbert
Mantz Bob
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Completed

We are writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Since the Spring of
2017 the residents of Auburn Valley have expressed our concerns regarding this proposed expansion. The Parks Division
continues to disregard our valid concerns. Initially, we were worried about the traffic on our under‐improved rural
roads. Then the fires of the last four years have brought a much more serious and possibly deadly concern.
These under‐improved rural roads will not allow a safe exit if a fire breaks out in the proposed park. Allowing hundreds of
hikers into this area increases the possibility of a catastrophic fire and with no plans for safety for the increased fire
dangers. It is unfathomable to us that you could put the desires of hikers, bikers, and horse riders above the safety of the
hundreds of residents of this area.
We trust that you will not allow this project to continue and will address all of the requests of the Planning Commissioners
from the October 22, 2020 Public Hearing.
Sincerely,
Bob and Chris Mantz
6715 Niblick Court
Auburn, CA 95602
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Teresa Muscarella <trmdesigns@yahoo.com>
Monday, January 25, 2021 8:44 AM
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Fw: Hidden Falls expansion
CCF05172020.pdf

To Whom it may concern,
Attached you will find my comments for the upcoming meeting.
Please enter them into the meeting.
I really question why you are trying to push this through during this trying time in our lives without the
support of our MAC. We have no voice. It is very disappointing. Also it is very unfair that you are
attacking our neighborhood and have dropped Auburn Valley because they lawyered up. It sure pays
off to have unlimited funds.
Teresa Muscarella
Home Design Professional

925-980-7534

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

noreply@civicplus.com
Sunday, January 24, 2021 4:02 PM
Kara Conklin; Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission

Public Comment Submission - Planning Commission
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public participation
in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance provided by our
Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be used to submit
comments to the Planning Commission.
First and Last Name

Robert Niblack

Email Address (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

Hidden Falls Trails Expansion

Comments

I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Project. Placer County needs outdoor recreation sites and the
County has been spending money with the intention of
developing this site. The proposed areas are compatible with
the proposed recreational uses; grazing can continue and
hiking is a fire safe activity. The time to open and develop this
public space is now. Please support the trail expansion plan.
Thank you.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Bob Niblack <bobmail@wavecable.com>
Sunday, January 24, 2021 4:06 PM
Sue Colbert
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion project as planned

Placer County Planning Commission:
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. The planned trail expansion is a vital community
resource which the county, state and private individuals have been funding for decades. It will be an asset to the
community and its residents. The plan recognizes and mitigates the impacts that surprised the planners of the original
Hidden Falls project. Please vote to support this project.
Robert Niblack
Rocklin, CA

1
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Dear Planning Commissioners:
We are writing to express our strong opposition to the
proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Since June
2018, the residents in our communities in North Auburn and
Lincoln and the ag stakeholders (Placer County Farm
Bureau, Tahoe Cattlemen’s Assoc., cattle ranchers) have
expressed outrage and concerns regarding this proposed
expansion. The Parks Division continues to disregard the
valid concerns of the stakeholders.
We have concerns about the proposed Project and the SEIR as follows:
The additional traffic through our quiet community, which was one of the main reasons
we purchased here in 2018. At what time we were not inform of the possibility of an
entrance to Hidden Falls.
The Dangerous intersection at Lonestar and Highway 49 getting much worse, needs
less traffic not more.
The real possibility of a larger fire danger with the increase of people coming to this
area that is hard for emergency vehicles to get to. Increased or no coverage for fire
insurance of our homes.
Inadequate, narrow roads with numerous blind curves, blind driveways and off shoot
roads
SEIR fails to disclose that the Hwy 49 and Cramer Road intersection is a “Significant
but unavoidable impact” as was concluded in the 2020 Winery and Brewery
Ordinance. Hwy 49 and Lone Star should be disclosed as a “significant impact” as well.
Lack of acknowledgment and disclosure of the potential evacuation issues
Increased potential for catastrophic wildfires
Disregards the increased demand the project would put on our first responders and the
county’s funding shortfall for Fire/EMS services
Fiscal responsibility at a time when our County should be prioritizing spending on
essential services and funding approved recreation projects that are waiting for funding
Negative impact on ag stakeholders/cattle ranchers and agriculture as a whole. Both
Placer County Farm Bureau and Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association are in opposition to this
Project
The residents in the Mears area have not been contacted with the intent to solicit,
identify and address their concerns. Residents hate the traffic and yet Project proposes
to add more parking spaces and increase the traffic.
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Fails to address how the congested volume of visitors on the Taylor and Kotomyan
Preserves will be harmful to the environment, air quality and undermine conservation
goals.
Fails to adequately identify and address the critical impact of park visitors gaining illegal
access on one of the off-shoot roads that lead to the expansion area: Orr Creek Lane,
Cramer extension, Country Club Lane, Auburn Valley Road, Curtola Ranch Road,
leading to altercations and potential for trespassing and crime.

Provides illegal access into the gated community up on Big Hill

We trust that you will thoughtfully consider all aspects and impacts of this project
and whether the Parks Division has completed all their obligations to meet with
and address the concerns from the various stakeholders and address all the
requests of the Planning Commissioners from the 10/22/20 Public Hearing.

Sincerely,
Louise Olivares and Richard Fischer
6770 Niblick Ct.
Auburn, CA
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Tom and Mary Piette <piettes@msn.com>
Saturday, January 23, 2021 10:29 AM
Sue Colbert
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails-In SUPPORT for Expansion

Dear Placer County Planning Commission,
I strongly support the expansion of the wonderful Hidden Falls Park trail system.
I am an avid hiker, runner, naturalist and cyclist and love the foothills environment. I have used the Hidden
Falls Park extensively and run/cycled all 30 miles of trails. I have also run or hiked much of the proposed land
and trails being considered for expansion.
Exercise, the wonders of nature, the beauty, and the serenity needs to be shared with our many citizens, not
hoarded away like the few vocal opponents propose with their exaggerated claims. The minor impacts and
risks have been mitigated fairly and adequately.
Hidden Falls Park is a true success! Let’s build upon this accomplishment and provide a cherished legacy for
the Placer County generations to come.

Thomas Piette
12580 Out of the Way Place
Auburn, CA

1
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January 21, 2021
Placer County Planning Commission
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603
scolbert@placer.ca.gov
To:

Placer County Planning Commission
ATTENTION: PLANNING COMMISSION CLERK

Re:

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trail Expansion Project: “Placer Trails” Comments

Placer Trails is a coalition of seven trail groups active in Placer County, with a combined
membership of over 4,000. Our groups span the full spectrum of trail users—mountain
bikers, hikers, runners, and equestrians—and we are united in supporting the
development of new multi-use trails. The following comments by Placer Trails on the
Trail Expansion Project supplement those submitted to the Commission on September
23, 2020.
As frequent users of our region’s trails, we experience first hand the increased
overcrowding of popular trailheads and trails, especially at Hidden Falls Regional Park.
The Trail Expansion Project is a unique opportunity for Placer County to more than
double the size of the Hidden Falls trail network and provide public access to more than
2,500 acres of open-space, oak woodland preserves owned by Placer Land Trust
(PLT). The County has financially supported acquisition of these preserves over the
past 15 years and taxpayers deserve access to the trails. Placer Trails enthusiastically
supports the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trail Expansion Project (“Trail Expansion
Project”) and Placer County’s Park and Trails Masterplan.
Placer Trails supports the County’s proposed Reduced Project as a reasonable
compromise between the Full Project and No Project. Despite the reduction in parking
by about 60% from the Full Project and elimination of open public access at Curtola
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Ranch Road, the Reduced Project still achieves a modest increase in parking and
public access to 30 miles of new trails through Placer Land Trust preserves. We
believe that the Reduced Project is a compromise that will substantially reduce
neighborhood impacts while still opening up a new network of multi-use trails. We hope
that the neighborhood opponents of the project will also see this as a fair solution. The
Parks Commission agreed, with a unanimous vote to recommend the Reduced Project.
Updated information requested by the Planning Commission at the last meeting on the
Trail Expansion Project has been provided by County Parks in pre-meeting materials for
the upcoming January 28 meeting. Topics for which additional detail was requested
were:
1. Vegetation management and wildfire risk reduction
2. Emergency evacuation plans
3. Compatibility of grazing and trail use
4. Consistency between Public Recreation Ordinance (Section 12.24 of Placer
County Code) and the proposed modified Conditional Use Permit
5. Proposed project finance plan
6. Management of parking and traffic at trailheads
7. Availability of cell coverage and emergency radio communications within the
existing Hidden Falls and expansion area
8. County/Land Trust Coordination
We have reviewed the information provided by County Parks and find that it fully
addresses the questions raised at the previous Commission meeting. In addition,
Placer Trails has compiled supplemental information on the origins, funding, and
characteristics of Hidden Falls and the Trail Expansion Project, which is appended as
Exhibit A.
Placer Trails urges the Planning Commission to recommend certification of the SEIR
and associated CEQA documents and to recommend modification of the conditional use
permit to enable implementation of the Reduced Project.
Respectfully,
Bernie Molloy, President
Gold Country Trails Council
P.O. Box 753, Cedar Ridge, CA. 95924

Maureen Henderson, Trails Liaison
Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Association
P.O. Box 2326, Loomis, CA 95650
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Patrick Parsel, Trails Coordinator
Tahoe Area Mountain Biking Association
P.O. Box 13712, South Lake Tahoe, CA 96151

Tiffany Van der Linden, President
Meadow Vista Trail Association
P.O. Box 871, Meadow Vista, CA 95722

Matt Wetter, President
Folsom Auburn Trail Riders Action Coalition
P.O. Box 6356, Auburn, CA 95604

Diana Boyer, President
Auburn Trail Alliance
P.O. Box 4892, Auburn, CA 95604

Allison Pedley, Executive Director
Truckee Trails Foundation
P.O. Box 1751, Truckee, CA 96160
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EXHIBIT A:
COMPILATION OF INFORMATION POINTS ON HIDDEN FALLS TRAIL EXPANSION
PROJECT
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Who is Placer Trails?: We are a coalition of seven trail groups active in Placer County, with a combined
membership of over 4,000. Our groups span the full spectrum of trail users—mountain bikers, hikers,
runners, and equestrians—and we are united in supporting the development of new multi-use trail networks
and the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project.
Placer County Residents Want More Trails: The County survey showed 91% public support for more
trails and open space. In addition to the more than 4,000 members of our organizations, more than 2,200
individuals signed either online or paper petitions in support of the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
and the County’s Parks and Trails Master Plan.
Trails are a Boon to the Regions Economy: Trail activities are exceptionally popular forms of recreation
in Placer County, have proven benefits to individual and community health, and are a major contribution to
our region’s economy. Nationally, for example, the equestrian industry is a $9.1 billion/yr business and
cycling generates $83 billion. Numerous Placer County businesses of all sizes sell equipment and supplies,
refreshments and food, for biking, hiking, running, and equestrian enthusiasts.
Existing Trails and Facilities are Overcrowded: As frequent users of our region’s trails, we experience
first-hand the increased overcrowding of popular trailheads and trails, especially at Hidden Falls Regional
Park. The Trail Expansion Project is a unique opportunity for Placer County to more than double the size of
the Hidden Falls trail network and provide public access to more than 2,500 acres of open-space, oak
woodland preserves owned by Placer Land Trust.
Hidden Falls is a Long-Term Commitment of Placer County: The vision for Hidden Falls, originally
called for by the Placer Legacy Citizen’s Advisory Committee about 20 years ago, is an expansive preserve
of oak woodlands, riparian habitat and rangeland, with a network of publicly accessible trails that will
enable our community to experience the natural wonders of this iconic foothill landscape while protecting
its resource values and maintaining appropriate grazing.
Hidden Falls Today: The first phase of Hidden Falls Regional Park is 1,200 acres purchased through two
acquisitions by Placer County and the Trust for Public Land during 2003 and 2004. Public openings of
progressive stages of the Park occurred during 2006 and 2013 as facilities were completed. The current
Hidden Falls Regional Park has 30 miles of multi-use trails, gorgeous waterfalls, and one major trailhead
with parking. Use of the Park grew rapidly and trails and parking were congested during holidays and
weekends to the point that visitors were sometimes turned away before the present reservation system was
implemented. The popularity of the Park has exceeded all expectations!
Lesson’s Learned from First Phase of Hidden Falls: There is no doubt that the great popularity of
Hidden Falls led to some growing pains regarding parking, trailhead facilities, and trail maintenance.
Placer County, however, has learned important lessons and regular users of the Park, as well as neighbors,
report much improved conditions. These “lesson’s learned” will lead to a smoother startup for the Trail
Expansion project.
Hidden Falls Expansion has been in the Works for a Long Time: For more than 15 years, Placer Land
Trust has been working together with Placer County, the State of California, foundations, private
supporters, and willing landowners to acquire and protect more than 2,500 acres of natural open space and
rangeland north of the existing Hidden Falls Regional Park, extending to the Bear River. Almost $15
million of public and private funds have been invested to acquire and permanently protect these lands in
several interconnected Land Trust preserves. Placer County has contributed over $7 million to assist with
acquisition of land and trail easements. The Board of Supervisors approved each acquisition through the
normal public process, and each includes an agreement between the County and the Land Trust to
collaborate on providing public trail access.
The Tax-Paying Public Deserves Access to Trails Through the Land Trust Preserves: The Hidden
Falls Trail Expansion will ultimately add about 30 miles of multi-use public trails through more than 2500
acres of undeveloped blue oak woodlands and rangelands within the Raccoon Creek and Bear River
watersheds. The Expansion project will largely use existing trails and ranch roads on Land Trust preserves,
including new trails built by the Land Trust over the past several years. Currently, these trails and
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•

•

•

•

•

•

preserves are accessible to the public only through monthly docent-led hikes, greatly limiting public use
and enjoyment. The County has made a major investment of public funds, with enthusiastic public support,
to gain public access to these preserves—following through with public access is essential.
The Final EIR Shows Few Significant Impacts: The Environmental Impact Report for full build-out of
the Trail Expansion Project as originally proposed, which would include three new trailheads, more than
350 new parking spaces, and 30 miles of trail, concluded that all but a few potential impacts would be less
than significant. Fire officials approved plans for wildfire mitigation and evacuation and traffic engineers
approved the adequacy of area roads.
Fire Risk Exaggerated by Opponents: Cal Fire data do not show use of non-motorized trails as a
significant fire risk. In fact, Cal Fire data show that there is greater risk of starting a fire with common
ranch activities, such as vehicle use, equipment such as chainsaws, and debris burning. Fire officials have
stated that the Hidden Falls Expansion Project will enhance wildfire response.
Trail Recreation and Livestock Grazing have been Proven Compatible: Opponents fear that trail
recreation and livestock grazing will not be compatible and that agriculture will suffer. However, there are
examples throughout California, including East Bay Regional Parks, City of San Luis Obispo and several
more, where there have been years of uneventful coexistence of multi-use trails through open rangeland
with no major ill-effects on livestock or trail users. Recreation and agriculture can successfully coexist and
both are critical to our region’s economy.
The Proposed Compromise Addresses Neighborhood Concerns, While Still Providing Public Access:
In response to public comment, economics, and other factors not evaluated in the EIR, County Parks has
proposed a Reduced Project as a compromise between (1) the full project evaluated in the EIR, and (2)
elimination of the project as sought by neighborhood opponents. The Reduced Project is similar to the
lowest-impact Project alternative evaluated in the EIR, but with even less public access, eliminating one
trailhead and cutting parking by 60 percent. The Reduced Project would reduce public benefits, but would
have the least negative impact on the environment and the neighborhood because it substantially reduces
parking, road modifications, and traffic. For perspective, if the trail expansion properties were instead
developed to the level allowed by current zoning, there would be more traffic added than by the trailhead
parking proposed in the Reduced Project.
Placer Trails Supports the Compromise: Placer Trails has carefully considered the Reduced Project in
relation to our previous recommendation to proceed with phasing in the Full Project. Despite reduction of
new parking by more than half from the Full Project, as well as elimination of public access at Curtola
Ranch Road, the Reduced Project stills achieves a modest increase in parking and, most importantly, will
grant public access to 30 miles of new trails through Land Trust preserves—trails which taxpayers have
already invested in. Placer Trails supports the Reduced Project as an acceptable compromise that will
substantially reduce neighborhood impacts, already deemed less than significant in the EIR, while still
opening up a new multi-use trails for public use. The Parks Commission agreed, with a unanimous vote to
recommend the Reduced Project. We hope that the opponents of the project will also see this as a
reasonable compromise.
State Grant Awarded to Develop the Twilight Ride Trailhead: If the County proceeds with the
Reduced Project, most of the initial development costs are already covered by the recently awarded State
grant. If the County does not approve the project, the grant will be lost along with some of our credibility
for future grants.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kimberly Quail <stone_quail@msn.com>
Sunday, January 24, 2021 2:27 PM
Sue Colbert; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Addressing Hidden Falls Concerns

January 24, 2021

Dear Planning Commissioners:
We are writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Since June
2018, the residents in our communities in North Auburn and Lincoln and the ag stakeholders (Placer County Farm
Bureau, Tahoe Cattlemen’s Assoc., cattle ranchers) have expressed outrage and concerns regarding this proposed
expansion. The Parks Division continues to disregard the valid concerns of the stakeholders. Our main concerns
about the proposed Project and the SEIR are the inadequate, narrow roads with numerous blind curves, blind
driveways and off shoot roads and the increase of potential catastrophic wildfires.
We trust that you will thoughtfully consider all aspects and impacts of this project and whether the Parks Division
has completed all their obligations to meet with and address the concerns from the various stakeholders and
address all the requests of the Planning Commissioners from the 10/22/20 Public Hearing.

Sincerely,

Michael & Kimberly Quail

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Louis Salatino <salatinolou@gmail.com>
Saturday, January 23, 2021 1:36 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] HFRP

Dear Planning Commissioners:
We are writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project, from which
we have never wavered in all this time! Since June 2018, the residents in our communities in North Auburn and
Lincoln and the ag stakeholders (Placer County Farm Bureau, Tahoe Cattlemen’s Assoc., cattle ranchers) have
expressed outrage and concerns regarding this proposed expansion. The Parks Division continues to disregard the
valid concerns of the stakeholders.
Our major concerns about the proposed Project and the SEIR:
 Inadequate, narrow roads with numerous blind curves, blind driveways and off shoot roads
 SEIR fails to disclose that the Hwy 49 and Cramer Road intersection is a “Significant but unavoidable
impact” as was concluded in the 2020 Winery and Brewery Ordinance. Hwy 49 and Lone Star should be
disclosed as a “significant impact” as well.
 In case of an emergency we have few egress points which will only be exacerbated by additional
traffic that the HFRP project will create.
 We have been fortunate that our home fire insurance has not been canceled in spite of the recent
wildfires but our children’s fire insurance has been for the third time! They live only 2 minutes away from
us in the Auburn Valley Country Club neighborhood!. There continues to be an increased potential for
catastrophic wildfires.
 During these troubled times where the tax revenue has decreased due to the business closures in our
county there is a responsibility to prioritize spending on essential services and funding approved
recreation projects that are waiting for funding
 The residents in the Mears area have not been contacted with the intent to solicit, identify and
address their concerns. Residents hate the traffic and yet the Project proposes to add more parking spaces
and increase the traffic.
 These plans also fail to adequately identify and address the critical impact of park visitors gaining
illegal access on one of the off-shoot roads that lead to the expansion area: Orr Creek Lane, Cramer
extension, Country Club Lane, Auburn Valley Road, Curtola Ranch Road, leading to potential altercations
due to for trespassing and crime.
 Provides illegal access into the gated community up on Big Hill.
 Finally, no matter how you dress up a pig it is still a pig! We don’t want it in our neighborhood!

We trust that you will thoughtfully consider all aspects and impacts of this project and whether the Parks Division
has completed all their obligations to meet with and address the concerns from the various stakeholders and
address all the requests of the Planning Commissioners from the 10/22/20 Public Hearing.
Sincerely,
1
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Louis & Carol Salatino
10111 Ranch Rd.
Auburn, Ca. 95602
(530) 269-1641
Lou Salatino

2
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mary Sartori <marysartori@gmail.com>
Monday, January 25, 2021 12:20 PM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Project Please forward

Hello,
Will you please forward my comments and concerns to all appropriate people and departments? Thank
you!
I live at 5700 Cinderella Lane off Cramer Road.
I will keep this short and simple.
The road is too narrow for a yellow line. It has many blind curves. It is dangerous to make a park with
increased traffic including horse trailers without first making this stretch of road safe.
Daily travel will be much more dangerous. And, in the event of an emergency evacuation, travel would also
be dangerous.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
‐‐‐‐‐‐

Mary Sartori
Realtor
CA BRE# 01305684
eXp Realty of California, Inc.

Auburn, CA 95603
Phone/Text: (530) 333‐5925
www.MarySartori.com
To help protect y ou r
priv acy , Micro so ft Office
prev ented au tomatic
download of this pictu re
from the Internet.
Picture

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Never trust wiring instructions sent via email. Always independently confirm wiring
instructions in person or via telephone call to a trusted and verified phone number. Never wire money without double
checking that the wiring instructions are correct.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e‐mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information protected by law. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e‐mail and
destroy all copies of the original message.
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Barbara Simmons <simmons@redshift.com>
Friday, January 22, 2021 11:29 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion support

Hi:
I support The Hidden Falls Regional Park expansion with the reduced plan as recommended by the County staff with its
30 miles of new trails and additional parking. It seems a fair compromise and I hope it will be accepted asap.
Sincerely,
Barbara Simmons
530.333.7456

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

James Soto <jamessoto38@gmail.com>
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 6:12 AM
Sue Colbert
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls

I support the expansion of Hidden Falls.
It has never had enough parking spaces for the Horse rigs.
I love sitting on the rocks, having lunch, and enjoying the river.I live next door to the Empire Park in Grass Valley.
I still enjoy travelng to Auburn to go to Hidden Falls.
God Bless our beautiful country.
Don Soto
age 82

1
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Laurie Sweeney <lauriemsweeney@yahoo.com>
Thursday, January 21, 2021 11:38 AM
Sue Colbert; Shirlee Herrington
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls - Support for Expansion
012121 Hidden Falls.docx

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

I am a Placer County resident and I support the Hidden Falls reduced expansion plan and encourage
your approval.
Please see my comments in the attached document.

1
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I am a Placer County resident, and I support the Hidden Falls reduced expansion plan. I
ardently encourage your approval.

If there is one thing we need to preserve in Placer County, it is open space. It is why we are all
here and love living in the foothills. Being able to get out and enjoy the outdoors is what is
saving everyone’s sanity while living with this pandemic. It has truly given us appreciation of
how important our open spaces are.
I grew up in Southern California with an orange grove across from our house. My parents
bought me a horse to ride on the many trails in the area. As the years went by I watched the
urban sprawl take over. Here is one of the trails that I used to ride on. (Below) It is called the
Bud Turner Trail. I knew Bud Turner. He was a cowboy and a horseman and would probably
be horrified at what his trail looks like today hugging a 4 lane highway.
Hidden Falls, not unlike many of the other trailheads in the county, have been inundated with
trail users. The answer is NOT to prevent trail development and open space allocation. We
need to create more of it. The more access points people have, it will lessen the impacts on each
individual trail head. Creating more places where people can access Hidden Falls, will ease the
congestion experienced by the surrounding homeowners at the current limited trailheads.
The Hidden Falls Expansion is also a critical component of the Placer County Parks and Trails
Master plan as it will make important trail connections to other areas of the county.
Please approve the Hidden Falls Reduced Expansion plan.
Thank you,
Laurie Sweeney
Meadow Vista Resident
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To Planning Commissioners: planning for the whole community and not just a few:
As a Very Concerned member of the community - what they heck are you thinking, that
you would continue with the HF Project! June of 2018 was when many of the residents
of North Auburn, Lincoln, and those in agriculture and related fields began expressing
concerns, many outraged that The Parks Division would continue to try and push
through the expansion of the Hidden Falls Project. Has the Planning Commissioners
really listened to our concerns with this expansion project?
Last year, at end of the fire season over a 100 MILLION ACRES of land had been
burned in California. Do you really want with the proposed expansion of Hidden Falls to
allow access to thousands of more people, not from our immediate area, in to an
already compromised fire area, either by walking, horseback riding, and or mountain
biking? This project will add another 2,700 acres to the already 1,200 acres, leaving
3,900, nearly 4000 acres to physically AND financially manage|!!
We all know the long, narrow, windy inadequate roads with many blind turns that lace the
area that would allow access to the proposed expansion.
Rain fall to date January 2021 is well below average, snow pack in our Sierra mountains
is below normal and whole state is only 52% of normal, creeks and rivers are almost dry,
if not dry. Not much water running over the falls at the Mears Road access right now.
Yes, there is the potential for more wet weather, but what if the weather pattern remains
the same, rivers and creeks remain low almost dry, vegetation will only get dryer. First
responders are already on high alert, will be pushed to the max with personal and
equipment and are highly aware of a potential volatile situation with fires, winds, roads
and what the situation could look like with residents trying to evacuate with cars, trucks,
trailers, animals. Cal Fire might just let HF burn if no threat to homes. Won't that be pretty
in our backyard.
Hidden Fall is a ticking time bomb. The State has closed the park several times last year
with grave concerns for fires and has closed several times this year due to high winds
threatening our area.
Wouldn't it be wise and in the best interest of our community to table this
project?
I’m trusting that you will unselfishly consider all pieces that affect this project. Ask
yourselves if the Parks Division has completed their obligations to address the concerns
of the community and the requests of the Planning Commissioners at the last public
hearing. Let it not be about an agenda item that you checked off during your seat on the
board.
Linda Vonah
lvonah520@gmail.com
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LAW OFFICES OF
JUDITH L. WHITMAN
9410 Upper Valley Road
Auburn, CA 95602
530-269-1533
judie@jwhitman.net
January 26, 2021
VIA email to scolbert@placer.ca.gov
Dear Planning Commissioners:
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Hidden Falls Trails
Expansion Project. Since June 2018, the residents in our communities in North Auburn and
Lincoln and the ag stakeholders (Placer County Farm Bureau, Tahoe Cattlemen’s Assoc., cattle
ranchers) have expressed outrage and concerns regarding this proposed expansion. The Parks
Division continues to disregard the valid concerns of the stakeholders.
Our concerns about the proposed Project and the SEIR include the following issues:
•

There are inadequate, narrow roads with numerous blind curves, blind driveways and off
shoot roads – this was clearly demonstrated by the Traffic Study report prepared by Prism
Engineering and submitted to each of you as well as to each of the members of the Board
of Supervisors.

•

The SEIR fails to disclose that the Hwy 49 and Cramer Road intersection is a
“Significant but unavoidable impact” as was concluded in the 2020 Winery and
Brewery Ordinance. Hwy 49 and Lone Star should be disclosed as a “significant impact”
as well.

•

There has been a complete lack of acknowledgment and disclosure of the potential
evacuation issues.

•

There has been a complete lack of acknowledgment and disclosure of the tremendous
increased potential for catastrophic wildfires.

•

There is a total disregard for the increased demand the project would put on our first
responders and the county’s funding shortfall for Fire/EMS services.
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•

Pursuit of this project demonstrates a complete lack of fiscal responsibility at a time when
our County should be prioritizing spending on essential services and funding approved
recreation projects that are waiting for funding.

•

There has been no consideration of the negative impact on ag stakeholders/cattle ranchers
and agriculture as a whole. The impact of this is demonstrated by the opposition to this
project by both Placer County Farm Bureau and Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association.

•

It is my understanding that the residents in the Mears area have not been contacted with
the intent to solicit, identify and address their concerns. Residents hate the traffic and yet
this ill-advised Project proposes to add more parking spaces and increase the traffic.

•

The pursuit of this project fails to address how the congested volume of visitors on the
Taylor and Kotomyan Preserves will be harmful to the environment, air quality and
undermine conservation goals.

•

The project proponents totally fail to adequately identify and address the critical impact
of park visitors gaining illegal access on one of the off-shoot roads that lead to the
expansion area: Orr Creek Lane, Cramer extension, Country Club Lane, Auburn Valley
Road, Curtola Ranch Road, leading to altercations and potential for trespassing and
crime.

•

The project end up providing illegal access into the Big Hill gated community.

There are many other issues that must be considered in determining if approval of this project
is a worthy idea. I believe the foregoing are only the tip of the iceberg in issues that must be
resolved before this ill-advised project is allowed to proceed.
I trust that you will thoughtfully consider all aspects and impacts of this project and whether
the Parks Division has completed all their obligations to meet with and address the concerns
from the various stakeholders and address all the requests the Planning Commissioners raised
during the October 22, 2020 Public Hearing.
Very truly yours,
/s/
Judith L. Whitman
cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors via email - BOS@placer.ca.gov
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To:

Placer County Planning Commission

From: Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer
Date: January 25, 2021
Re:

The Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Final SEIR

At the October 22, 2020 Planning Commission Meeting two of the commissioners requested that the
Parks Division look at the Wurst’s letter dated 10/19/20 and that they address the concerns that we
brought forth.
We have provided that letter for your reference. In that letter we brought forth specific issues from
the SEIR that were not adequately addressed or are in error. Please refer back to it for more complete
information and data.
This current letter will provide our viewpoint as to whether the Parks Division has addressed our
concerns, as well as presenting a few additional concerns, questions, and requests.

Section 3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND Section 17.0 ALTERNATIVES
The FSEIR for the Hidden Falls Expansion was released in September 2020. It contained
specific revisions in the form of additions and deletions. It did not contain any information
about the “Reduced Plan.”
In the documents and presentation for the October 22, 2020 Planning Commission
Meeting/Public Hearing the “Reduced Plan” was unveiled.
Has a revised FSEIR, which includes the “Reduced Plan” and details about it, been released
and provided to the public and the Planning Commission prior to the upcoming January 28,
2021 meeting?
Is the inclusion of the “Reduced Plan” required as a revision before the FSEIR goes to the
Planning Commission, Supervisors, and State for approval and certification?
We ask the Planning Commission/Andy Fisher provide clarification at the January 28 Public
Hearing.

MODIFIED CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
You are being asked to approve the Modified Conditional Use Permit for the HFRP Trails
Expansion Project.
Is the Modified Conditional Use Permit for the “Reduced Plan” alone? (The FSEIR contains
the Full Project and 3 Alternatives; are they included as part of the plans in the MCUP?)
How and when was the newest MCUP provided to the public?
We ask the Planning Commission/Andy Fisher provide clarification at the January 28 Public
Hearing.
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LEGAL ISSUES REGARDING THE TRAIL EASEMENT ACROSS PRIVATE BIG HILL ROAD:
The Liberty Ranch property owner sold a Conservation Easement and Trail Easement to Placer
County and Placer Land Trust. The SEIR assumes that the HFRP Project can allow the public to
cross over privately owned Country Club Lane/Big Hill Road.
•

Is it legal for the County to give access into a private gated community?

We ask that you make a recommendation that this legal issue be resolved before taking a
vote on the HFRP Expansion Project.
As of today, January 25, 2021 we haven’t been provided any documentation that provides
evidence that the Parks Division has resolved this legal issue.

As stated in Exhibit D – Zones and Proposed Shaded Fuel Breaks, page 11 of the Draft
Emergency Response Plan, a legal agreement is required from the land owner of the Liberty
Ranch in order to put a 25’ to 50’ access road across that property.
As of today, January 25, 2021, we haven’t been provided any documentation that provides
evidence that the agreement has been obtained.
We ask that you make a recommendation that this legal issue be resolved before taking a
vote on the HFRP Expansion Project.

Section 4.0 LAND USE AND AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES
CEQA requires that the SEIR evaluate the potential for project-related impacts associated with
on-site and adjoining land uses and agricultural resources.
The SEIR makes faulty and unsubstantiated assumptions that there will be no impact on
cattle grazing, agriculture and adjoining land uses. It does not utilize pertinent information
from the local rancher/stakeholders and ag organizations to come up with its conclusion.
It is important to note that the Placer County Farm Bureau and Tahoe Cattlemen’s
Association have come out against the HFRP Expansion and that the HFRP Expansion Project
is not compatible with adjacent land uses and agriculture.
We made the following request, as did the Planning Commissioners on 10/22/20:
In order to come to an accurate conclusion about the impact on adjacent land uses, cattle
grazing and agriculture, we ask that you make a recommendation to the supervisors that:
•

•

meaningful conversations with the ag stakeholders: all of the impacted cattle
ranchers, representatives from Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association and the Placer County
Farm Bureau be conducted before any vote is taken on the project.
“Grazing Management Plans” are disclosed and discussed with rancher/stakeholders
before a vote is taken on the project.
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It is only then that there will be an accurate conclusion about the impact on agriculture and
land use, which must be addressed under CEQA. This must be done before the SEIR is voted
on and is approved and certified.
As of today, the Parks Division has reached out to the Placer County Farm Bureau and the
Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association asking them to review and Evaluate the draft RFD for the
Hidden Falls Regional Park Grazing Site Access Agreement for the current HF and are open to
setting up a meeting. At this time, there has been no meeting.
At no time has the Parks Division contacted all the ag stakeholder/cattle ranchers; those
ranchers that either are grazing tenants on PLT preserves or own or lease grazing property
that is adjacent to the expansion area properties. They have provided no evidence that they
have compiled a list of the ag stakeholder/cattle ranchers.
As of today, January 25, 2021, there is yet to be a meeting with all of the ag stakeholders to
discuss their concerns and issues with the Hidden Falls Expansion.
Regarding Grazing Management Plans:
The ag stakeholder groups (PCFB and TCA) have been provided a draft RFD for the Hidden
Falls Regional Park Grazing Site Access Agreement, but as of today, January 25, 2021, none of
the ag stakeholders have been provided Grazing Management Plans for the PLT preserves.

COMPATIBILITY WITH SURROUNDING COMMUNITY:
CEQA requires that the SEIR evaluate the impact and compatibility with the surrounding
community. We have repeatedly stated both verbally and in writing, that we, as residents of
Orr Creek Lane and also residents on Big Hill Road, Country Club Lane and Curtola Ranch Road
are dealing with trespassing, illegal parking, theft and altercations with people who want to
illegally access the Taylor and Harvego Preserves and “Big Hill.”
The HFRP Trails Expansion Project SEIR failed to acknowledge:
•
•

The extent of the current problem for residents due to illegal entry into PLT preserves
and Big Hill
The potential magnitude of negative impacts to the residents if open public access
and the HFRP Trails Expansion Project is approved.

We requested in our October 19, 2020 letter that, due to the extent of the problem, we ask
that you make a recommendation that prior to a vote on this project, that the County does its
due diligence and works collaboratively with impacted stakeholders/property owners on the
impacted roads sited, to come up with mitigations that can minimize the impact, risks and
potential costs.
As of today, January 25, 2021, the Parks Division has not reached out to the impacted
stakeholders/property owners to collaboratively come up with mitigations that can minimize
the impacts, risks and potential costs.
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Section 8.0 TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION
SR 49 and CRAMER ROAD:
The 2020 Winery and Brewery Ordinance’s findings and EIR concluded that, the intersection
of SR 49 and Cramer Road is a “significant but unavoidable impact.”
•

•

We request that the Planning Commission request that the HFRP Expansion Final SEIR
resolve this disparity and revise its conclusion and state that the intersection of SR 49
and Cramer be disclosed as a “significant but unavoidable impact”
The intersection of SR 49 and Lone Star Road should also be a “significant but
unavoidable impact.”

As of today, January 25, 2021, we have seen no documents that would provide evidence that
the Parks Commission and AECOM are addressing this disparity in findings.
Given the fact that the HFRP Expansion will generate hundreds of vehicle trips per day on SR
49, and contribute to the dangerous conditions on SR 49,
•

We ask that the Planning Commission make a recommendation that the supervisors
declare a condition for opening the proposed Twilight Ride parking lot, be the
completion of this highway improvement project.

BLIND CURVES AND BLIND DRIVEWAYS/ROADS ON COUNTY ROADS:
The SEIR shows complete disregard for the safety of residents and visitors to HFRP. The SEIR
states that even though commenters, Prism Engineering Traffic Review and Findings, and
their own Traffic Study in the Appendices, point out area roadways that are unsafe based on
specific horizontal (blind curves) and vertical alignment or sight distance on Bell Road, Cramer
Road, Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road, the SEIR “doesn’t have to give that direct
consideration in impact evaluation based on Placer County’s established CEQA evaluation
methods.”
This is a glaring and dangerous error, that the County would ignore the potential traffic issues
and safety to residents and visitors to the area.
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, as a condition prior to
voting on the HFRP Expansion, to do their “due diligence”:
•
•
•

Compile and read all the residents’ personal comments (based on local personal local
knowledge and experience) regarding the dangerous roads and traffic safety issues
Read the Prism Engineering Traffic Review and Findings
Do further evaluation of the potential traffic issues on the narrow roads and blind
curves of Bell Road, Cramer Road, Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road and the issues
of ingress and egress for property owners.
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We ask that you make a recommendation requesting that, as a condition to voting on the
Project, that the County commit to mitigations and road improvements, in addition to
signage, to Cramer Road, Bell Road, Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road.
We ask that you make a recommendation that the County be required to complete all
mitigations and road improvements, to Cramer Road, Bell Road, Lone Star Road, Garden Bar
Road are completed before the Twilight Ride access points are opened to the public.
As of this date, January 25, 2021, we have seen no documents or evidence that the Parks
Division is addressing our concerns regarding public safety on the inadequate and dangerous
roads.
TWILIGHT RIDE ENTRANCE:
The Twilight Ride entrance requires commercial taper lanes off Bell Road. Due to the entrance
engineering, trees on the neighboring property may need to come down for “line of sight”
and neighboring properties may need to be encroached upon.
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, as a condition prior to
voting on the HFRP Expansion, require that the Parks Division and Public Works Department
provide engineered plans that would calculate and identify what tree removal and private
property encroachment would be necessary to create a legal and safe entrance and
commercial taper lanes.
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires that the Supervisors and Public Works
Department acquire these rights for tree removal or property encroachment/acquisition
through ethical means and that the property owners must consent voluntarily.
As of this date, January 25, 2021, we have not been provided documents, engineered plans or
evidence of any disclosure provided to adjacent property owners.

Section 13.0 PUBLIC SERVICES AND UTILITIES
We dispute the SEIR’s erroneous conclusion that the Expansion won’t impact first responders
and services. It did not utilize comprehensive data and stats of Placer County Sheriff
Incidents, CAL FIRE Incidents, Rescue Incidents, and CHP Incidents that would provide
evidence for an accurate conclusion that the impact on first responders is a “significant but
unavoidable impact.
•

•
•

•

CAL FIRE Chief Estes, in June 2020, stated that technical rescues have grown steadily
at a 5% increase each year and that the current Hidden Falls accounts for 25% of the
entire county’s rescues.
Rescues often require multiple agencies, units, and even helicopter services.
With the proposed trails tripling the size, from 1200 acres to 3,765 acres, and some of
the terrain being much steeper than the current park, rescue incident calls will
potentially triple.
With 50% of rescue calls being in the ASRA, that means that a staggering 75% of rescue
calls county-wide, are in the greater Auburn area.
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October 20, County Fire/EMS Workshop disclosed that:
•
•
•

•

North Auburn has the highest volume of Fire/EMS calls for service for all of Placer
County
Growing fiscal imbalance, ongoing deficit spending, and challenges in regard to
funding services, equipment replacement and acquisitions, facilities and staffing.
Five-year projections for the County Fire Control Fund (FY 2017-18 through FY 2021-22)
show a 21% increase in costs offset by a 6% increase in revenues, resulting in a
projected cumulative shortfall of $6.3M in FY 2021-22, excluding capital costs. Page 4
This figure does not include the cost of replacing outdated apparatus, providing
adequate facility maintenance, nor implementing nationally recommended standards
for quality fire/EMS services.

We ask that you make a recommendation that requires that the supervisors, before the HFRP
Expansion is voted on, be provided with comprehensive incident stats for all first responder
agencies from 2010 to 2020, so that they can use that information, as well as the Fire Services
Committee Report Documents to determine the true impact on first responders and services.
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, before the HFRP
Expansion is voted on, to determine the increase in first responder staff and resources that
would be needed to support the HFRP Expansion, what that would cost, and to disclose
whether the County has ongoing, permanent funding to underwrite and sustain those costs.
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, before the HFRP
Expansion is voted on, to declare that they currently and in the foreseeable future can
adequately fund the fire districts in the communities of North Auburn, Ophir and Lincoln
without going to residents for a property tax add-on.
As of today, January 25, 2021, we have not been provided with any additional documents that
give evidence that the Parks Division has acknowledged and addressed our concerns and
requests regarding impact on first responders.

Section 16.0 WILDIRE
The SEIR fails to disclose that the PLACER COUNTY LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN is
clear in stating the need to have, “strategic planning to limit risk, in a WILDLAND URBAN
INTERFACE. It states that the responsibility lies in wise land use decisions in a WUI.
The SEIR boldly states that “the potential exists for the project to expose people to an

uncontrolled wildfire and to exacerbate risk of wildfire during construction, maintenance, and
public use of the trail system.”
We dispute that the SEIR’s mitigations will bring this risk down to “insignificant”. The
following mitigations are assets for fighting a fire, not preventing a fire and lowering risk.
•
•
•

A light weight rescue vehicle which is a replacement of an aging-out LRV, not an
addition
water storage tanks and
helicopter pads
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The SEIR claims that by creating new access roads, the project will actually lower risk of
wildfire.
The SEIR claims that shaded fuel breaks, fuel load reduction, dead and down tree removal will
lower risk of wildfire. With the expansion area being designated as a WILDLAND URBAN
INTERFACE, with high risk for wildfire, all fuel load reduction, shaded fuel breaks and dead and
down tree removal must be specified in a Fuel Load Reduction and Management Plan in the
SEIR. The “Plan” must be drafted by qualified fire agencies and certified foresters and made
available to residents and the supervisors.

VEGETATION AND FUEL MANAGEMENT PLAN:
The Planning Commission requested detailed information on vegetation management and
wildfire risk reduction. The Parks Division provided 1) the 2007 Hidden Falls Vegetation and
Fuels and Range Management Plan and 2) Draft Emergency Response Plan.
Since 2007 we have seen a very dramatic and destructive shift in wildfires.
•
•
•

Catastrophic wildfires are now the norm
North Auburn has been designated as a Wildland Urban Interface with a high potential
for a wildland fire
CAL FIRE, PG&E and insurance companies have designated North Auburn as a High
Fire Risk Hazard Zone

How will vegetation management plans be updated to address the new realities of longer fire
seasons and the prevalence of larger and more destructive fires?
The documents provided give only limited information regarding vegetation, fuels, and range
management for the additional 2,765 acres of the expansion area. There is also no
recognition of the 2,500 acres of combustible terrain up on Big Hill, at the center of the
expansion.
We ask that the Planning Commission make a recommendation that a “Fuel Load Reduction
and Management Plan” for the 2,765 acres of the expanded trail properties, and the Big Hill
area, be drafted in collaboration with a qualified fire agency and certified forester, and
provided to the public, before the Hidden Falls Expansion goes for approval.
We ask that the Planning Commission make a recommendation that as a condition to opening
any new access into the Hidden Falls Expansion area that the County and Placer Land Trust
complete all wildfire mitigations and complete all fuel load mitigations (shaded fuel breaks,
clear dead and down trees, vegetation fuel load reduction) as specified in a “Fire
Management Plan” and a “Fuel Load Reduction Plan”.
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LIBERTY RANCH FIRE MANAGEMENT AND FUEL REDUCTION
The Conservation and Trail Easement Agreement for the 312-acre Liberty Ranch states that,
“Fire Management is the responsibility of the Landowner. The Landowner bears the
obligation and cost of meeting any fire management and suppression responsibilities.”(pg 19)
•
•
•
•

Placer County will be building a connector trail through that property in order to
access the Harvego Bear River Preserve.
Liberty Ranch is categorized as a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone
By allowing public access, the County will be increasing risk and the potential for a fire
being started.
It clearly seems unethical that the County is increasing risk, yet not taking any
responsibility for fuel load reduction on the Liberty Ranch.

We ask that the Planning Commission request that this issue be addressed at the January 28,
2021 Meeting.

EMERGENCY INGRESS/EGRESS ON EXPANSION PROPERTIES
Draft Emergency Response Plan:
The Parks Commission partially addresses this in the draft Emergency Response Plan in
December 2020. Exhibit D – Zones and Proposed Shaded Fuel Breaks (and new access roads).
•
•

•

The mapping illustrates existing and new shaded fuel breaks and new access roads
along designated perimeters of Twilight Ride, Taylor, Liberty and Harvego properties.
Removing trees and vegetation for a 25’ to 50’ access on private property lines will
strip away the very vegetation that provides some degree of visual and sound barrier.
This exposes the private property and is an evasion of privacy.
There is no mention of surveying for tree mortality and conducting dead and down
tree removal.

Conflicting information from the MOU between the County and Placer Land Trust that was is
dated January 22, 2021:
•
•
•

The MOU states that there are “no new access roads planned for the Taylor,
Kotomyan, Liberty, or Harvego preserves.”
Shaded Fuel Breaks: the MOU mentions only maintaining the current fuel break on
Harvego, and stating that the trails would be the fuel breaks within the expansion area
There is no mention of the prevalence of tree mortality and/or plans for “dead and
down tree removal”. This leaves these highly combustible fuels throughout the
preserves and expansion area.

We ask that the Planning Commission request that this issue be addressed at the January 28,
2020 Meeting.
Since the SEIR claims that new access roads, new shaded fuel breaks, vegetation
management and dead and down tree removal are the mitigations that will help prevent and
fight wildfires, it is critical that this discrepancy be addressed.
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WITHOUT THESE MITIGATIONS, THE PROJECT INCREASES RISK WITHOUT SIGNIFICANTLY
LOWERING RISK.
We ask that the Planning Commission request that this be addressed and clarified at the
January 28 Meeting.

RISK ASSESSMENT STUDY:
From the Special Supervisors Meeting, October 20, 2020: Fire Workshop: Next Steps on Placer
County Sustainability Fire/EMA Services, Document: Community Risk Assessment and Study:
•

Wildland Urban Interface: The Placer County Mitigation Plan indicates this hazard
(wildland fire) is highly likely to occur in the next year and the consequences are critical
with 25% to 50% of the property severely damaged with injuries occurring that may result
in permanent disability. Given the recent events in other areas of the state, the
destruction could be worse depending on the location of the fire and its movement. The
Plan notes there have been 14 events since 1993 directly attributable to Placer County.
(Page 79)

We ask that the Planning Commission make a recommendation that requires the supervisors,
prior to voting on the HFRP Expansion, declare that they take full responsibility for increasing
the risk to citizens and emergency first responders due to the potential for uncontrolled
wildfire as identified in the SEIR.

FUNDING:
The Final SEIR fails to address our concern for sufficient ongoing, permanent funding to
maintain shaded fuel breaks, fuel load reduction and dead tree removal on current county
trails and properties and the proposed HFRP Expansion.
We ask for a recommendation that requires the supervisors, before the HFRP Expansion is
voted on, to determine the ongoing cost to maintain shaded fuel breaks, fuel load reduction
and dead and down tree removal on the current county trails and properties and on the
proposed HFRP Expansion, and to disclose whether the County has ongoing, permanent
funds to underwrite and sustain those costs.

Other items that the Planning Commission requested on October 22, 2020:
HIDDEN FALLS FINANCE PLAN
We were provided with the Hidden Falls Finance Plan in mid-December 2020. After reviewing
it and the expenses for both construction and maintenance, there were many unanswered
questions. We emailed a letter regarding the Finance Plan to Andy Fisher, the Planning
Commissioners and Supervisors on January 20, 2021.
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In reference to our letter on January 20, 2021, we ask that the Planning Commission request
that answers be provided to the Planning Commission, Supervisors, and the public in writing
prior to the January 28, 2021 Meeting and also be reviewed at the public hearing.

MEARS NEIGHBORHOOD: ONGOING ISSUES
As you recall, the Parks Division was asked to address the ongoing concerns and issues of the
Mears neighborhood residents. This would require some intentional communication with the
residents to illicit and identify their concerns.
As of today, January 25, 2020 the Mears residents have not been contacted in order to solicit
their concerns. What is also troubling to the residents, is that the proposed expansion project
will add another 25 parking spaces, resulting in more traffic on their rural roads. How does this
show any consideration for the neighborhood and its residents?
IN CONCLUSION:
We are trusting that you will thoughtfully review our concerns, questions, and requests and
that you will make sure they are addressed.
Given the impacts and risks:
•
•
•

Is it time to make time to make wiser and safer land use decisions within a Wildland
Urban Interface?
Is it time to “get real” about the inadequate and dangerous roads and commit to
doing the needed infrastructure improvements before creating more traffic?
Is it time to respect the residents and put public safety ahead of the project?

Protect Rural Placer, thinks it is, and that is why we believe that Alternative 1: continuing with
docent led hikes and activities on the preserves, is the only way to preserve the balance of
nature, agriculture and recreation, minimize the demands on first responders, and protect the
residents’ rights to keep their families, homes, property, roads, and communities safe and
secure.

Respectfully submitted,

Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer

Attachments:
•
•

Wurst’s letter dated October 19, 2020
Wurst’s letter dated January 20, 2021 regarding the HF Finance Plan
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To:

Placer County Planning Commission

From: Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer
Date: October 19, 2020
Re:

The Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Final SEIR

After reading the Draft SEIR and the Final SEIR for the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails
Expansion several issues still remain as huge concerns. Due to these concerns, we still believe
that the most responsible alternative is Alternative 1: continuing with only docent led hikes
and activities on the preserves. This is the only way to preserve the balance of nature,
agriculture and recreation, minimize the demand on first responders, and keep families,
homes, property, roads, and communities safe and secure.
As you evaluate the SEIR, we ask that you thoughtfully consider our issues, as well those
raised by others. We ask that you make sure that our issues and questions, as well as yours
are addressed before making any decision or recommendations. We ask that any
recommendations you make on October 22, 2020 or in the future will have
stipulations/conditions/requirements of completion before the project moves forward.

Section 3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND Section 17.0 ALTERNATIVES
The Draft SEIR, released on 2/20/20, provided extensive details about the proposed HFRP
Expansion Project Plan, and outlined information about Alternative 1, 2 and 3. The Final SEIR,
released on 9/4/20 provided no significant changes to the proposed Project Plan or any of the
Alternatives.
On 9/14/20 the Parks Commission Agenda was released and it revealed the staff was
recommending a “Reduced Project” Plan, which was none of the Alternatives. There were
less than two pages detailing the “Reduced Plan.” The 9/24 and 10/22 Planning Commission
Agendas, though having lengthy additional documents, provided minimal information about
the “Reduced Plan.”
•
•

Why a new “Reduced Plan” just 10 days after the Final SEIR was released?
Does the “Reduced Plan” constitute a 4th Alternative?

The document link in the October 22, 2020 agenda provides an Attachment D, Exhibit E: Errata
to the Final SEIR, for the HFRP Trails Expansion Project. It is 3 pages of changes to Impacts
and Mitigations. The Final SEIR doesn’t even mention “backcountry permits” and yet it is one
of the key components of the “Reduced Plan.”
Where is the “Reduced Plan” Alternative? Why isn’t the “Reduced Plan” a specific revision
and addition to the Final SEIR?
We ask that you make a recommendation that an Alternative 4: Reduced Plan be detailed out
in a revision/addition to the Final SEIR as a condition prior to going before the Supervisors.
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DRAFT MODIFIED CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT
The draft Modified Conditional Use Permit includes the full build out of the proposed HFRP
Trails Expansion Plan. As noted on page 1 of 20 it states: “This CUP Modification covers: Adding
parking and access areas improvement, including utilizing the existing parking and access at
Harvego Preserve off Curtola Ranch Road for access to the northern areas of the expanded trail
network…”
Then it states, Restricts construction of parking areas as follows: Utilization of the current
parking area at the Harvego Preserve for docent-led tours only, 12 times per year.”
Which is it? What would this Modified CUP allow?
We request a stand-alone Conditional Use Permit for the “Reduced Plan” (without all the
contradicting ambiguity) be released to the public and digitally provided through the
“interested parties” email list, and be given the required number of days for public review,
before the Planning Commission takes any final action on the Modified Conditional Use Permit
and the Revised Final SEIR.

LEGAL ISSUES REGARDING THE TRAIL EASEMENT ACROSS PRIVATE BIG HILL ROAD:
The SEIR, Project Plan describes a connector trail from the Taylor Preserve, across the Liberty
Ranch in order to get to the Harvego Bear River Preserves. The Liberty Ranch property owner
sold a Conservation Easement and Trail Easement to Placer County and Placer Land Trust. The
SEIR assumes that the HFRP Project can allow the public to cross over Country Club Lane/Big
Hill Road. The Big Road Improvement and Maintenance Association contends that a property
owner does not have the right to give the public access to use the road.
A document from the Sinclair Wilson Baldo and Chamberlain, Attorneys at Law, to the
property owners on Big Hill, on October 24, 2019, provides easement research and
maintenance obligations.
The relevant information in that document is on page 3: “Finally, the three Right-of-Way
easement deeds create a private right-of-way along Big Hill Road, between the east and west
boundaries of the encumbered properties and not a public right of use. Accordingly, the
property owners exclude use of Big Hill Road by the general public.”
Not only are the property owners concerned about the public (hikers, cyclists, and
equestrians using their road to cross, they are concerned that the public will head west up Big
Hill Road and go anywhere they want throughout the private Big Hill Community.
We ask that you make a recommendation to the supervisors that this legal issue be resolved
before taking a vote on the HFRP Expansion Project.

145

Section 4.0 LAND USE AND AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES
CEQA requires that the SEIR evaluate the potential for project-related impacts associated with
on-site and adjoining land uses and agricultural resources.
The SEIR makes faulty and unsubstantiated assumptions that there will be no impact on
cattle grazing, agriculture and adjoining land uses. It does not utilize pertinent information
from the local rancher/stakeholders and ag organizations to come up with its conclusion.
CEQA requires that the lead agency meet with and involve stakeholders. In our response to
the Draft SEIR we stated that, “in the 15-year planning toward the HFRP Expansion the Placer
County Parks Division, failed to communicate, collaborate, and work with the stakeholder cattle
ranchers that are either leasing preserves from PLT, grazing cattle adjacent to the proposed
expansion area, or leasing private property to graze up on Big Hill. All will be impacted by the
HFRP Expansion.” The response in the Final SEIR sited two instances where the Parks Division
claims they reached out to cattle ranchers:
1. An invitation to go on the tour to the Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority where
cattle grazing is done.
• It needs to be made clear that we were the only ranchers that attended and
that to our knowledge, we were the only cattle ranchers that were invited to
go on the tour.
• No invitation was extended to the other 7 cattle ranchers that will be
impacted.
• Was an invitation extended to the Placer County Farm Bureau board members
or Tahoe Cattlemen’s board members?
• The Parks Division staff didn’t communicate with us during or after the event
regarding what was learned and how it compares to our operation and the
HFRP Expansion area and project.
• The SEIR states it utilized the experience of the Santa Clara Valley Open Space
Authority to come to their conclusion. This preserve has significant differences
in number of acres (larger), number of parking spaces (fewer), and number of
visitors (fewer), which invalidates using it to justify compatibility of grazing for
this project area.
• The SEIR also fails to disclose that there have been incidents where cattle have
injured hikers at this preserve, as well as in other open space parks.
• Utilizing the experience at the Santa Clara Valley Open Space Authority, should
not be a substitute for collaborating with and utilizing the experience of the
local rancher/stakeholders and local ag organizations.
2. The SEIR states that County staff have engaged the Placer County Farm Bureau and
presented to them. We attended the meeting where they presented the HFRP
Expansion Plan.
• Andy Fisher and Justin Wages from PLT presented the HFRP Expansion plan
and stated that in the acquisition of the Taylor, Kotomyan and Harvego
Preserves, agriculture was never a priority.
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•
•
•

They stated that the purpose of cattle grazing was only to serve their purposes
for fuel reduction and native species control.
At no time did they ask us or the other two ranchers present about our cattle
operations and how they would be impacted by the expansion.
It is important to note that the Placer County Farm Bureau and Tahoe
Cattlemen’s Association have come out against the HFRP Expansion and that
the HFRP Expansion Project is not compatible with adjacent land uses and
agriculture.

We would also like to note that in March 2020 we emailed Josh Huntsinger, County Ag
Commissioner regarding the HFRP Expansion and agriculture and we didn’t even receive a
response.
The SEIR does not disclose that the Hidden Falls Regional Park and the Expansion Project
have already undermined agriculture.
The SEIR states that cattle grazing on the current HFRP ended in 2013, but claims they plan to
reintroduce cattle grazing. The Final SEIR fails to disclose that:
•
•

There have been no infrastructure improvements to accommodate cattle; fencing,
cattle guards, self-closing gates, corrals, etc.
There is no evidence of a “Grazing Management Plan”

The Final SEIR fails to disclose that the County replaced cattle grazing on the 50-acre Twilight
Ride Property on Bell Road with goat grazing which undermines agriculture:
•
•

•

This property has always been cattle grazing land and currently was being grazed
through a “good neighbor agreement” by the adjacent cattle rancher.
The County purchased the property in 2/2020 and in July contracted for 900 goats and
sheep to be brought in without talking with the neighboring cattle rancher who had 3
bulls on the property.
This demonstrates a total disregard for agriculture and the current culture of “being a
good neighbor.”

Though “Grazing Management Plans” are eluded to in the SEIR, they are not provided and
the stakeholder/ranchers haven’t seen them.
•
•
•

It is critical for all rancher/stakeholders sharing fence lines to know whether bulls,
stocker calves, or cow/calves are on each property.
“Grazing Management Plans” impact each adjacent rancher.
When will this essential communication take place?

In order to come to an accurate conclusion about the impact on adjacent land uses, cattle
grazing and agriculture, we ask that you make a recommendation to the supervisors that:
•

meaningful conversations with the ag stakeholders: all of the impacted cattle
ranchers, representatives from Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association and the Placer County
Farm Bureau be conducted before any vote is taken on the project.
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•

“Grazing Management Plans” are disclosed and discussed with rancher/stakeholders
before a vote is taken on the project.

It is only then that there will be an accurate conclusion about the impact on agriculture and
land use, which must be addressed under CEQA. This must be done before the SEIR is voted
on and is approved and certified.

CEQA requires that the SEIR evaluate the impact and compatibility with the surrounding
community. We have repeatedly stated both verbally and in writing, that we, as residents of
Orr Creek Lane and also residents on Big Hill Road, Country Club Lane and Curtola Ranch Road
are dealing with trespassing, illegal parking, theft and altercations with people who want to
illegally access the Taylor and Harvego Preserves and “Big Hill.”
The Final SEIR states two ways they plan to mitigate this problem: 1) They will put up signs
and 2) have a contract ranger patrol. Why that won’t work: 1) There are already many “NO
Hidden Falls Access” signs posted and people completely disregard them, 2) How many days
per week and how many hours a day will the Parks Division dedicate a contract ranger for
patrolling these roads? A ranger staff at the Twilight Ride entrance booth cannot monitor
these private roads and the trails.
Online trail maps, GPS and social media will cause an explosion of information referring people
to enter “free” or when the parking lot is full, via Orr Creek Lane or other private roads. It will
be a nightmare for residents and potentially dangerous when altercations ensue. This is both
a land use compatibility issue and a public safety issue.
Due to the extent of the problem, we ask that you make a recommendation to the
supervisors, that before they vote on this project, that the County does its due diligence and
works collaboratively with impacted stakeholders/property owners on the impacted roads
sited, to come up with mitigations that can minimize the impact, risks and potential costs.

Section 8.0 TRANSPORTATION AND CIRCULATION
SR 49, Lone Star Road and Cramer Road: There are significant collision and fatality statistics
that give evidence of what a dangerous corridor this segment of SR 49 from Lone Star Road
to Lorenson Road is. As stated in the SEIR, the segment of SR 49 from Lone Star to Lorenson
Road experienced fatalities at a rate of 0.021 per MVM, which is 50% greater than the average of
0.014 fatal collisions per MVM.
The State of California (Caltrans) has evaluated traffic, collision and fatality data and statistics
for SR 49 from Lone Star Road to Lorenson Road and determined that safety measures and
improvements are essential for public safety and have committed to the Caltrans SR 49
Safety Barrier and Roundabout Project. The fact that this is a state highway, does not absolve
our County and Supervisors of their responsibility for addressing public safety on this
dangerous stretch of highway.
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The recently adopted Winery and Brewery Ordinance found the intersection of SR 49 and
Cramer to be a “significant but unavoidable impact.” We question why the HFRP Expansion
SEIR didn’t come to this same conclusion and assert that it should. This is a glaring omission
and inconsistency with previous findings from both the State and the County, which
undermines the credibility of the SEIR.
Given Caltrans’ findings and the Winery and Brewery Ordinance’s findings, we request that the
Planning Commission request that the HFRP Expansion Final SEIR revise its conclusion and
state that the intersection of SR 49 and Cramer Road be a “significant but unavoidable
impact.” The intersection of SR 49 and Lone Star Road should also be a “significant but
unavoidable impact.”
The fact that the HFRP Expansion will generate hundreds of vehicle trips per day on SR 49,
and contribute to the dangerous conditions on SR 49, we ask that the Planning Commission
make a recommendation to the supervisors that the proposed Caltrans SR 49 Safety Barrier
and Roundabout Project be completed as a condition before the Twilight Riding access point
is opened to the public.

Blind Curves and Blind Driveways/Roads: The SEIR shows complete disregard for the safety of
residents and visitors to HFRP. The SEIR states that even though commenters, Prism
Engineering Traffic Review and Findings, and their own Traffic Study in the Appendices, point
out area roadways that are unsafe based on specific horizontal (blind curves) and vertical
alignment or sight distance on Bell Road, Cramer Road, Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road,
the SEIR “doesn’t have to give that direct consideration in impact evaluation based on Placer
County’s established CEQA evaluation methods.”
This is a glaring and dangerous error that the County would ignore the potential traffic issues
created by adding hundreds of daily vehicle trips, truck and horse trailer rigs and cyclists on
the narrow roads, with no shoulder other than a ditch, the blind curves of Bell Road, Cramer
Road, Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road, and create risk of ingress and egress for property
owners. Residents are aware of the dangerous roads, but visitors won’t be and will pick up
excessive speed on the downhill grades and curves. The SEIR also fails to address that truck
and trailer rigs, RVs, garbage trucks, and propane trucks must cross over center of road in
order to make tight curves.
The County is responsible for road safety and must be required to do their “due diligence”
and utilize other methods of evaluation to determine where mitigations and road
improvements are needed. Signage is not a substitute for road improvement. The
improvement to the first blind curve on west Lone Star Road, just off of SR 49 is an example
of what the County has done and can do.
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, as a condition prior to
voting on the HFRP Expansion, to do their “due diligence”:
•
•

Compile and read all the residents’ personal comments (based on local personal local
knowledge and experience) regarding traffic safety issues
Read the Prism Engineering Traffic Review and Findings
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•

Do further evaluation of the potential traffic issues on the narrow roads and blind
curves of Bell Road, Cramer Road, Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road and the issues
of ingress and egress for property owners.

We ask that you make a recommendation requesting that, as a condition to voting on the
Project, that the County commit to mitigations and road improvements, in addition to
signage, to Cramer Road, Bell Road, Lone Star Road and Garden Bar Road.
We ask that you make a recommendation that the County be required to complete all
mitigations and road improvements, to Cramer Road, Bell Road, Lone Star Road, Garden Bar
Road are completed before the Twilight Ride access points are opened to the public.

The Twilight Ride entrance requires commercial taper lanes off Bell Road. Due to the entrance
engineering, trees on the neighboring property may need to come down for “line of sight”
and neighboring properties may need to be encroached upon.
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires that the Supervisors and Public Works
Department acquire these rights for tree removal or property encroachment/acquisition
through ethical means and that the property owners must consent voluntarily.

Impact 8-3: CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 subdivision (b). The addition of project traffic
does result in an increase in vehicle miles traveled. The Reduced Project would still generate VMT
inconsistent with the MTP/SCS. Therefore, this impact remains significant and unavoidable.
We can no longer disregard our human impacts on air quality and climate change. We cannot
keep putting our “wants for more” ahead of the environment. Alternative 1 is the superior
alternative for the environment.
We ask the you make a recommendation the supervisors, asking them to address, “Why
Placer County is putting the HFRP Expansion Project ahead of the environment and state
guidelines for VMT?”

Section 13.0 PUBLIC SERVICES AND UTILITIES
We dispute the SEIR’s erroneous conclusion that the Expansion won’t impact first responders
and services. CAL FIRE Chief Estes, in June 2020, stated to the supervisors that technical
rescues have grown steadily at a 5% increase each year and that the current Hidden Falls
accounts for 25% of the entire county’s rescues. We also know that rescues often require
multiple agencies, units, and even helicopter services. With the proposed trails tripling the
size, from 1200 acres to 3,965 acres, and some of the terrain being much steeper than the
current park, rescue incident calls will potentially triple. With 50% of rescue calls being in the
ASRA, that means that a staggering 75% of rescue calls are in the greater Auburn area.
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The Final SEIR fails to provide the data and stats that we requested for Placer County Sheriff
Incidents, CAL FIRE Incidents, Rescue Incidents, and CHP Incidents that would provide
evidence for an accurate conclusion regarding impact on first responders.
Also critical to this discussion are the County documents that are linked to the Special
Supervisors Meeting, October 20, 2020: Fire Workshop: Next Steps on Placer County
Sustainability Fire/EMA Services.
•

These documents lay out the growing fiscal imbalance, ongoing deficit spending, and
challenges in regard to funding services, equipment replacement and acquisitions,
facilities and staffing.

Document: Fire Service in Western Placer County
•

•

Five-year projections for the County Fire Control Fund (FY 2017-18 through FY 2021-22)
show a 21% increase in costs offset by a 6% increase in revenues, resulting in a projected
cumulative shortfall of $6.3M in FY 2021-22, excluding capital costs. Page 4
This figure does not include the cost of replacing outdated apparatus, providing
adequate facility maintenance, nor implementing nationally recommended standards for
quality fire/EMS services.

Document: Community Risk Assessment and Study:
•

Fire Department calls for service: Highest volume of calls for Placer County are in North
Auburn. Page 12

The Final SEIR fails to disclose that the SR 49 and Bell Road Corridor is already a hub for first
responder incidents: (as sited above)
•
•
•
•
•

Collisions and vehicle accidents
The hospital and numerous senior care facilities
The transient incidents due the Homeless Shelter and camps at Dewitt
Low income housing
Hidden Falls Regional Park

The Final SEIR fails to evaluate the impact of additional high-density housing that is either
under construction or has been approved. (Sisters of Mercy high density, low income housing
and the Richardson 800 units north off Bell, County Government Center build out)
Utilizing:
•
•
•

comprehensive incident statistics,
the Fire Services Ad Hoc Committees analysis,
and assessing the demands placed on our first responders to provide “mutual aid” in
relation to the state’s wildfire crisis,

the Final SEIR must submit a revision stating that the HFRP Trails Expansion Project would be
an impact on services and first responders and must be disclosed as a “significant but
unavoidable impact.”
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We ask that you make a recommendation that requires that the supervisors, before the HFRP
Expansion is voted on, be provided with comprehensive incident stats for all first responder
agencies from 2010 to 2020, so that they can use that information, as well as the Fire Services
Committee Report Documents to determine the true impact on first responders and services.
We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, before the HFRP
Expansion is voted on, to determine the increase in first responder staff and resources that
would be needed to support the HFRP Expansion, what that would cost, and to disclose
whether the County has ongoing, permanent funds to underwrite and sustain those costs.
The Final SEIR fails to acknowledge or address our concern that Placer County is not able to
adequately provide funding our fire districts. Communities must compensate for this, by
passing property tax add-on.
•
•
•

There are currently 11 fire tax add-ons through-out Placer County.
Jim Holmes indicated in April 2020 that he and Supervisor Gustafson would be going
to the voters in North Auburn/Ophir for another property tax add-on for fire.
The County will increase risk and demands on first responders with the HFRP
expansion project and then expect the local residents who were adamantly against it,
to pay for it and the consequences.

We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, before the HFRP
Expansion is voted on, to declare that they currently and in the foreseeable future can
adequately fund the fire districts in the communities of North Auburn, Ophir and Lincoln
without going to residents for a property tax add-on.

Section 16.0 WILDIRE
The SEIR fails to disclose that the NEVADA-YUBA-PLACER STRATEGIC FIRE PLAN identifies the
priority:
•

To reduce the risks to citizens and emergency responders from wildland fire.

The SEIR fails to disclose that the PLACER COUNTY LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN is
clear in stating the need to have, “strategic planning to limit risk, in a WILDLAND URBAN
INTERFACE.
Both state that the responsibility lies in wise land use decisions in a WUI.
The SEIR boldly states that “the potential exists for the project to expose people to an

uncontrolled wildfire and to exacerbate risk of wildfire during construction, maintenance, and
public use of the trail system.”
From the Special Supervisors Meeting, October 20, 2020: Fire Workshop: Next Steps on Placer
County Sustainability Fire/EMA Services, Document: Community Risk Assessment and Study:
•

Wildland Urban Interface: The Placer County Mitigation Plan indicates this hazard
(wildland fire) is highly likely to occur in the next year and the consequences are critical
with 25% to 50% of the property severely damaged with injuries occurring that may result
in permanent disability. Given the recent events in other areas of the state, the
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destruction could be worse depending on the location of the fire and its movement. The
Plan notes there have been 14 events since 1993 directly attributable to Placer County.
Page 79

We ask that you make a recommendation that requires the supervisors, before the HFRP
Expansion is voted on, to declare that they take full responsibility for increasing the risk to
citizens and emergency responders due to the potential risk for uncontrolled wildfire as
identified in the SEIR.
We dispute that the SEIR’s mitigations will bring this risk down to “insignificant”. The
following mitigations are assets for fighting a fire, not preventing a fire and lowering risk.
•
•
•

A light weight rescue vehicle which is a replacement of an aging-out LRV, not an
addition
water storage tanks and
helicopter pads

With the Reduced Plan, there is no mention of these mitigation measures on the Harvego
Preserves, even though visitors will be accessing this highly combustible, high risk fire area
that is very close in proximity to the 146-home Auburn Valley residential development.
We ask that you make a recommendation that there be a water storage tank and helicopter
pad on the Harvego Preserve as a condition for opening the backcountry permit trails.
The SEIR claims that by creating new access roads, the project will actually lower risk of
wildfire. This is a false claim because there is no evidence that the Expansion Project is
providing new roads to improve firefighting or evacuation. With the exception of the
road/trail and new bridges at the southern-most point of the expansion area, that weaves
through private property and crosses Racoon Creek, there is no evidence in the SEIR of any
new access roads in the 2,765 acres. The Final SEIR released a map of Emergency Egress
Routes showing only existing service roads, dirt roads, County and private roads.
The SEIR claims that shaded fuel breaks, fuel load reduction, dead and down tree removal will
lower risk of wildfire. With the expansion area being designated as a WILDLAND URBAN
INTERFACE, with high risk for wildfire, all fuel load reduction, shaded fuel breaks and dead and
down tree removal must be specified in a Fire Management Plan and Fuel Load Reduction
Plan. These “Plans” are not provided in the SEIR. These “Plans” must be drafted by qualified
fire agencies and made available to residents and the supervisors.
We ask that you make a recommendation that a “Fire Management Plan” and a “Fuel Load
Reduction Plan” with specific mapping, for both the current HFRP and the 2,765 acres of the
expanded trail properties be drafted by a qualified fire agency and available in a
revision/addition to the FSEIR, prior to the Supervisors voting on this project.
We ask that you make a recommendation that as a condition to opening any new access into
the Hidden Falls Expansion area that the County and Placer Land Trust complete all wildfire
mitigations and complete all fuel load mitigations (shaded fuel breaks, clear dead and down
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trees, vegetation fuel load reduction) as specified in the “Fire Management Plan” and a “Fuel
Load Reduction Plan”.
The Final SEIR fails to address our concern for sufficient ongoing, permanent funding to
maintain shaded fuel breaks, fuel load reduction and dead tree removal on current county
trails and properties and the proposed HFRP Expansion.
We ask for a recommendation that requires the supervisors, before the HFRP Expansion is
voted on, to determine the ongoing cost to maintain shaded fuel breaks, fuel load reduction
and dead and down tree removal on the current county trails and properties and on the
proposed HFRP Expansion, and to disclose whether the County has ongoing, permanent
funds to underwrite and sustain those costs.

Section 12.0 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
The excavation and construction of the entrance road to the Twilight Ride Property, access
road, parking lot and trails will cause significant disruption and damage to wetland areas,
ponds, and streams on the Twilight Ride Property, as well as impacting and polluting
downstream habitats and wildlife.
The SEIR repeatedly comes to the conclusion that impacts could be “significant” to biological
resources and specific species. The SEIR provides no evidence that they have done biological
environmental studies of the various wetlands on the Twilight Ride Property.
We know that “in-lieu of” mitigations are commonly used to address species and habitat
destruction. In the case of the HFRP Expansion, is adding more trails in Placer County more
important than protecting the environment and its wildlife?
We ask that you make a recommendation that the County be required to complete full
environmental studies and mitigations that protect and preserve these habitats, before dirt
work and construction begins.

IN CONCLUSION:
What is your role in relation to the errors of omission and unsubstantiated and faulty
conclusions in the HFRP Expansion FSEIR? Is it your responsibility to see that they are
addressed and corrected before the Project and SEIR move forward?

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our comments, questions, and requests.

Best regards,
Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer
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Hi Andy,
Thank you for providing us with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project Draft Finance Plan.
After looking it over, Curt and I have several questions. Rather than spring them on you at the 1/28
Planning Commission Public Hearing, we thought it would more appropriate to present these questions
in an email since you will probably need to look up information in your office.
As the Finance Plan was a concern for both the Planning Commission and the public, we are asking you
to please provide this information prior to the public hearing.
Since Placer Land Trust holds the deeds to the Taylor, Kotomyan, Outman, and Harvego Preserves,
and the Conservation Easement for Liberty Ranch, is it clearly defined in writing which party, the
County or Placer Land Trust is responsible for the initial work/construction, ongoing annual
maintenance, and funding for all aspects of the mitigations dealing with wildfires: shaded fuel breaks,
down and dead tree removal, access roads, and general fuel load reduction? What about new trail
building and trail maintenance?
Who holds the responsible party accountable?
Specific questions about each phase of the Financial Plan:
For the items listed below, would you please indicate for each item:
•
•
•
•

Is it a budgeted line item in the Phase being addressed?
What is the projected cost?
If it is not in that Phase, is it a budgeted line item in another phase, or at this time not
projected in your Finance Plan?
If the Public Works Department/Parks Division is not funding the item, who is?

Phase 1: Twilight Ride
1. Striping and signage along Bell and Cramer Road
2. The taper bay lanes and road construction on Bell Road into Twilight Ride entrance
3. Any costs associated with acquiring property from adjacent property owners for the bay taper
lanes and/or improving line-of-sight
4. Electronic Entrance Gate
5. Environmental/Biological Study of the pond and wetlands at the entrance to the Twilight Ride
property. Supervisor Jennifer Montgomery, in 2018 stated that a study of that wetlands would
cost $800,000.
6. Environmental/Biological Study of the ponds, stream and wetlands at the west side of the
Twilight Ride property
7. Environmental/Biological Study of Orr Creek on the Taylor Preserve
8. Shaded Fuel Break on Twilight Ride property and Taylor Preserve
9. New access road along the eastern boundary of Taylor Preserve and 3 sides of the Twilight Ride
Property. What is the cost per mile and total cost to do the excavation for a 25’ to 50’ road,
that will require extensive removal of trees, vegetation and rock outcroppings? (Pg 11, Exhibit
D of Draft Emergency Response Plan)
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10. Dead and down tree removal and fuel load reduction on the Twilight Ride Property and Taylor
and Kotomyan Preserves
11. Commercial well
12. Septic System and absorption fields: The engineer with Lindbloom Septic Design, Inc informed us
that it would need to be a very extensive system designed and constructed by a state certified
engineer, running at approximately $500,000.
13. Registered Civil Engineer to prepare and submit a Grading and Drainage Plan and Report for
parking lot, new trails, access roads, bridges and culverts
14. Construction of engineered Drainage System that the SEIR states will prevent pollutants from
running downhill from the Twilight Ride Property parking lot into the stock ponds then flow
from there through our property and stock pond and ultimately into the Orr Creek and NID
canals.
15. Surveying, engineering and construction of entrance road and parking lot
16. Fencing, self-closing gates, cattle guards and infrastructure for cattle grazing
17. Surveying, engineering, construction of any new trails including ADA trails through out Twilight
Ride, Taylor and Kotomyan Preserves
18. Work to upgrade existing trails on Taylor and Kotomyan Preserves
19. Light Weight Rescue Vehicle for CAL FIRE Atwood Station
We know there are many other costs; would you please include any that are over $50,000?

Phase 2: Connectivity to HFRP
1. 2 bridges over Racoon Creek
2. In order to get equipment down to the creek to build the 2 bridges, it will require a 3-mile access
road. What is the cost per mile and total cost to do the surveying, engineering and
construction of this access road which will require extensive removal of trees, vegetation and
rock outcroppings?
3. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction in along the connectivity trail

Phase 3: Harvego Bear River Preserve
Has the County and/or Placer Land Trust secured the required legal agreement from the property
owners of Liberty Ranch for the 25’ to 50” access road through privately owned Liberty Ranch? (Pg 11,
Exhibit D, HFRP Expansion Draft Emergency Response Plan)
You have only projected $650,000 for Phase 3: Harvego Bear River Preserve/Trail System-Harvego,
Outman, Liberty Ranch. This is identified as a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone and your project mapping
shows new fuel breaks, and new access roads and trails through this very steep, rugged, heavily wooded
terrain.
It is not unrealistic to project that the cost of surveying, engineering, heavy equipment and manpower
to accomplish the building of trails, access roads, and shaded fuel breaks, as well as dead and down tree
removal will run into the millions.
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1. 2 new shaded fuel breaks on Harvego Bear River Preserve
2. Bringing the existing shaded fuel break into compliance
3. Surveying, engineering, construction of new access road on the southern and eastern property
lines of the Harvego Bear River Preserve. How many miles of access road and what is the cost
per mile and total cost to do the excavation and construction of a 25’ to 50’ wide road, that
will require extensive removal of trees, vegetation and rock outcroppings? (Pg 11, Exhibit D of
Draft Emergency Response Plan)
4. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction on the Harvego Bear River Preserves
5. Surveying, engineering, construction of any new trails throughout the Harvego Bear Preserves
and work to upgrade existing trails
6. Surveying, engineering, construction of new 25’ to 50’ wide access road, through the Liberty
Ranch
7. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction on the Liberty Ranch property
8. Surveying, engineering, construction of new 25’ to 50’ wide access road through the Outman
Preserve
9. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction on the Outman Preserve
10. Surveying, engineering, construction of new 25’ to 50’ wide access road through the trail
easement private properties: Lloyd Harvego Property and Johnson/Boyd Property
11. Surveying, engineering, construction of new fenced trail through Liberty Ranch, Outman
Preserve, Lloyd Harvego Property and Johnson/Boyd Property
12. Fencing, self-closing gates, cattle guards and infrastructure for cattle grazing
13. Helicopter Pad

Existing Hidden Falls Area Parking Improvements (No phase given)
1. Surveying, Engineering, grading, and paving of overflow parking and 25 new parking spaces

Phase 4: Garden Bar Entrance
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Road striping, signage and pullouts along Garden Bar Road
Surveying, engineering, grading and paving
Fencing and cattle guards
Commercial Well
Septic System
Group Camping Area and Amenities
Surveying, Engineering, and construction of 2 Mile connectivity Trail between Garden Bar 40 and
current Hidden Falls

Annual Ongoing Costs: Finance Plan
The Expansion Project:
•

Triples the number of acres of HFRP (from 1200 to 3,700 acres)
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•
•
•
•

Doubles the miles of trails (30+ to 60+)
Adds two new parking lots with amenities
Miles of new access roads
Shaded fuel breaks.

1. Does the Finance Plan that you provided for the HF Expansion Project cover the costs and
staffing necessary to maintain all of these annually?
2. Does the County have the funding capability to cover the cost of any additional full-time
County employees needed to manage this workload?
“Shaded fuel breaks which are not maintained will defeat the entire purpose of fuel breaks.
Vegetation will try to grow back into the openings created by thinning out existing material, as well
as underneath it. To maintain these areas so that they retain their fuel break features, techniques
such as livestock grazing, prescribed fire, cut/pile/burn material, manual pruning, and mechanical
masticating, herbicide spraying can be used.” (Page 23, HFRP Vegetation, Fuels and Range
Management Plan, 2007)
In the spring of 2020, the Public Works Department/Parks Division went before the supervisors
requesting additional money for the fiscal year 20/21 for fuel load reduction and maintenance of shaded
fuel breaks.
1. What was the amount granted?
2. Do you anticipate needing additional money annually to cover the cost and guarantee the
ongoing maintenance of fuel load reduction, dead on down tree removal, and maintenance of
shaded fuel breaks and access roads within the 3,700 acres of the proposed Hidden Falls
Expansion area and on other County properties?
We know this is asking for a lot of information, but it is very important to be transparent with the public
and to give the Planning Commission and Supervisors the most complete and accurate financial
projections, so that they can make wise, fiscally responsible decisions.

Thank you in advance for your assistance and efforts in providing all of us with this information prior to
the 1/28 Planning Commission Meeting.

Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer

Attached:
Draft – Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project Draft Finance Plan
Exhibit D – Map of Zones and Proposed Shaded Fuel Breaks
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Sue Colbert
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jane Wurst <jawurst@yahoo.com>
Monday, January 25, 2021 8:35 AM
Sue Colbert; EJ Ivaldi; Cindy Gustafson; Kelly McCaughna; Jim Holmes; Beverly Roberts; Suzanne
Jones; Suzanne Jones; Bonnie Gore; Landon Wolf; Robert Weygandt; Shanti Landon; Andy Fisher
Judy Isaman
Re: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Finance Plan Questions
Letter to Andy re Finance Plan Jan 21.docx

Hi Andy,
Thank you for letting me know that you will be including the HF Finance Plan in your presentation.
Due to the time constraints of your presentation and the number, specificity, and importance of our questions about the
Finance Plan, we do request that you provide your answers in an email to the Planning Commission, Supervisors, and us,
prior to the meeting.

Thank you so much,
Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer

On Friday, January 22, 2021, 06:24:11 PM PST, Andy Fisher <afisher@placer.ca.gov> wrote:

Jane, thank you for the comments. We will review them and include any responses in the presentation to the Planning
Commissioners. Please feel free to contact me directly if you would like to discuss any aspects.

Andy Fisher, Parks Administrator
Placer County | Department of Public Works | Parks and Grounds Division
Address 3091 County Center Drive, Suite 220, Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 889-6819 office | (530) 613-5568 cell | (530) 889-6809 fax | placer.ca.gov

From: Jane Wurst <jawurst@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 10:52 AM
To: Andy Fisher <AFisher@placer.ca.gov>; Sue Colbert <SColbert@placer.ca.gov>; EJ Ivaldi <EJIvaldi@placer.ca.gov>;
Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Jim Holmes
<JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>; Suzanne Jones
<suzanne.pcsupervisor@gmail.com>; Suzanne Jones <SuzanneJones@placer.ca.gov>; Bonnie Gore
<BonnieGore@placer.ca.gov>; Landon Wolf <LWolf@placer.ca.gov>; Robert Weygandt <RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>;
Shanti Landon <SLandon@placer.ca.gov>
1
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Cc: Judy Isaman <jgisaman@aol.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Finance Plan Questions

Hello Andy, Planning Commissioners, Sue, EJ, Supervisors and District Directors,
At the October 22, 2020 Planning Commission Meeting one of the concerns and requests by the
Planning Commission was that more information regarding the cost of Hidden Falls Regional Park
Expansion Project construction and maintenance be provided to the public and the Planning
Commission.
In mid-December the Planning Commission and Judy Isaman and I, received an email with a link to
the Draft Finance Plan.
After reviewing it, Curt and I were left with many questions. In the attached letter to Andy Fisher we
have tried, as succinctly as we could, to ask for answers and clarification to our questions.
Thank you to everyone for taking the time to read our letter and review it.
Sue, could you please forward this email and attachments on to the Planning Commissioners? Thank
you!

Take care and be well,
Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer

Attached:
Letter to Andy Fisher
Draft HF Expansion Project Finance Plan
Exhibit D: Map of Zones and Proposed Shaded Fuel Breaks, Draft Emergency Response Plan

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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Hi Andy,
Thank you for providing us with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project Draft Finance Plan.
After looking it over, Curt and I have several questions. Rather than spring them on you at the 1/28
Planning Commission Public Hearing, we thought it would more appropriate to present these questions
in an email since you will probably need to look up information in your office.
As the Finance Plan was a concern for both the Planning Commission and the public, we are asking you
to please provide this information prior to the public hearing.
Since Placer Land Trust holds the deeds to the Taylor, Kotomyan, Outman, and Harvego Preserves,
and the Conservation Easement for Liberty Ranch, is it clearly defined in writing which party, the
County or Placer Land Trust is responsible for the initial work/construction, ongoing annual
maintenance, and funding for all aspects of the mitigations dealing with wildfires: shaded fuel breaks,
down and dead tree removal, access roads, and general fuel load reduction? What about new trail
building and trail maintenance?
Who holds the responsible party accountable?
Specific questions about each phase of the Financial Plan:
For the items listed below, would you please indicate for each item:
•
•
•
•

Is it a budgeted line item in the Phase being addressed?
What is the projected cost?
If it is not in that Phase, is it a budgeted line item in another phase, or at this time not
projected in your Finance Plan?
If the Public Works Department/Parks Division is not funding the item, who is?

Phase 1: Twilight Ride
1. Striping and signage along Bell and Cramer Road
2. The taper bay lanes and road construction on Bell Road into Twilight Ride entrance
3. Any costs associated with acquiring property from adjacent property owners for the bay taper
lanes and/or improving line-of-sight
4. Electronic Entrance Gate
5. Environmental/Biological Study of the pond and wetlands at the entrance to the Twilight Ride
property. Supervisor Jennifer Montgomery, in 2018 stated that a study of that wetlands would
cost $800,000.
6. Environmental/Biological Study of the ponds, stream and wetlands at the west side of the
Twilight Ride property
7. Environmental/Biological Study of Orr Creek on the Taylor Preserve
8. Shaded Fuel Break on Twilight Ride property and Taylor Preserve
9. New access road along the eastern boundary of Taylor Preserve and 3 sides of the Twilight Ride
Property. What is the cost per mile and total cost to do the excavation for a 25’ to 50’ road,
that will require extensive removal of trees, vegetation and rock outcroppings? (Pg 11, Exhibit
D of Draft Emergency Response Plan)
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10. Dead and down tree removal and fuel load reduction on the Twilight Ride Property and Taylor
and Kotomyan Preserves
11. Commercial well
12. Septic System and absorption fields: The engineer with Lindbloom Septic Design, Inc informed us
that it would need to be a very extensive system designed and constructed by a state certified
engineer, running at approximately $500,000.
13. Registered Civil Engineer to prepare and submit a Grading and Drainage Plan and Report for
parking lot, new trails, access roads, bridges and culverts
14. Construction of engineered Drainage System that the SEIR states will prevent pollutants from
running downhill from the Twilight Ride Property parking lot into the stock ponds then flow
from there through our property and stock pond and ultimately into the Orr Creek and NID
canals.
15. Surveying, engineering and construction of entrance road and parking lot
16. Fencing, self-closing gates, cattle guards and infrastructure for cattle grazing
17. Surveying, engineering, construction of any new trails including ADA trails through out Twilight
Ride, Taylor and Kotomyan Preserves
18. Work to upgrade existing trails on Taylor and Kotomyan Preserves
19. Light Weight Rescue Vehicle for CAL FIRE Atwood Station
We know there are many other costs; would you please include any that are over $50,000?

Phase 2: Connectivity to HFRP
1. 2 bridges over Racoon Creek
2. In order to get equipment down to the creek to build the 2 bridges, it will require a 3-mile access
road. What is the cost per mile and total cost to do the surveying, engineering and
construction of this access road which will require extensive removal of trees, vegetation and
rock outcroppings?
3. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction in along the connectivity trail

Phase 3: Harvego Bear River Preserve
Has the County and/or Placer Land Trust secured the required legal agreement from the property
owners of Liberty Ranch for the 25’ to 50” access road through privately owned Liberty Ranch? (Pg 11,
Exhibit D, HFRP Expansion Draft Emergency Response Plan)
You have only projected $650,000 for Phase 3: Harvego Bear River Preserve/Trail System-Harvego,
Outman, Liberty Ranch. This is identified as a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone and your project mapping
shows new fuel breaks, and new access roads and trails through this very steep, rugged, heavily wooded
terrain.
It is not unrealistic to project that the cost of surveying, engineering, heavy equipment and manpower
to accomplish the building of trails, access roads, and shaded fuel breaks, as well as dead and down tree
removal will run into the millions.
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1. 2 new shaded fuel breaks on Harvego Bear River Preserve
2. Bringing the existing shaded fuel break into compliance
3. Surveying, engineering, construction of new access road on the southern and eastern property
lines of the Harvego Bear River Preserve. How many miles of access road and what is the cost
per mile and total cost to do the excavation and construction of a 25’ to 50’ wide road, that
will require extensive removal of trees, vegetation and rock outcroppings? (Pg 11, Exhibit D of
Draft Emergency Response Plan)
4. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction on the Harvego Bear River Preserves
5. Surveying, engineering, construction of any new trails throughout the Harvego Bear Preserves
and work to upgrade existing trails
6. Surveying, engineering, construction of new 25’ to 50’ wide access road, through the Liberty
Ranch
7. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction on the Liberty Ranch property
8. Surveying, engineering, construction of new 25’ to 50’ wide access road through the Outman
Preserve
9. Dead and down tree removal and fuel reduction on the Outman Preserve
10. Surveying, engineering, construction of new 25’ to 50’ wide access road through the trail
easement private properties: Lloyd Harvego Property and Johnson/Boyd Property
11. Surveying, engineering, construction of new fenced trail through Liberty Ranch, Outman
Preserve, Lloyd Harvego Property and Johnson/Boyd Property
12. Fencing, self-closing gates, cattle guards and infrastructure for cattle grazing
13. Helicopter Pad

Existing Hidden Falls Area Parking Improvements (No phase given)
1. Surveying, Engineering, grading, and paving of overflow parking and 25 new parking spaces

Phase 4: Garden Bar Entrance
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Road striping, signage and pullouts along Garden Bar Road
Surveying, engineering, grading and paving
Fencing and cattle guards
Commercial Well
Septic System
Group Camping Area and Amenities
Surveying, Engineering, and construction of 2 Mile connectivity Trail between Garden Bar 40 and
current Hidden Falls

Annual Ongoing Costs: Finance Plan
The Expansion Project:
•

Triples the number of acres of HFRP (from 1200 to 3,700 acres)

163

•
•
•
•

Doubles the miles of trails (30+ to 60+)
Adds two new parking lots with amenities
Miles of new access roads
Shaded fuel breaks.

1. Does the Finance Plan that you provided for the HF Expansion Project cover the costs and
staffing necessary to maintain all of these annually?
2. Does the County have the funding capability to cover the cost of any additional full-time
County employees needed to manage this workload?
“Shaded fuel breaks which are not maintained will defeat the entire purpose of fuel breaks.
Vegetation will try to grow back into the openings created by thinning out existing material, as well
as underneath it. To maintain these areas so that they retain their fuel break features, techniques
such as livestock grazing, prescribed fire, cut/pile/burn material, manual pruning, and mechanical
masticating, herbicide spraying can be used.” (Page 23, HFRP Vegetation, Fuels and Range
Management Plan, 2007)
In the spring of 2020, the Public Works Department/Parks Division went before the supervisors
requesting additional money for the fiscal year 20/21 for fuel load reduction and maintenance of shaded
fuel breaks.
1. What was the amount granted?
2. Do you anticipate needing additional money annually to cover the cost and guarantee the
ongoing maintenance of fuel load reduction, dead on down tree removal, and maintenance of
shaded fuel breaks and access roads within the 3,700 acres of the proposed Hidden Falls
Expansion area and on other County properties?
We know this is asking for a lot of information, but it is very important to be transparent with the public
and to give the Planning Commission and Supervisors the most complete and accurate financial
projections, so that they can make wise, fiscally responsible decisions.

Thank you in advance for your assistance and efforts in providing all of us with this information prior to
the 1/28 Planning Commission Meeting.

Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer

Attached:
Draft – Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project Draft Finance Plan
Exhibit D – Map of Zones and Proposed Shaded Fuel Breaks
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Alec Reynolds
Cindy Gustafson; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support for the Hidden Falls Expansion
Thursday, February 18, 2021 3:11:00 PM

Dear Supervisor Gustafson,
I'm writing in support of more trails with the Hidden Falls Expansion Project. Access to Placer
County's natural amenities is one of the top reasons our county remains a desirable place to
live. The Hidden Falls Expansion will boost home values, strengthen our economy, and make
Placer County a more enjoyable place to live for generations to come.
All of us who have experienced the sold-out parking reservations for Hidden Falls know that
more parking lots and trailheads are vital to giving residents access to these local trails. Please
support this valuable project!
Best,
Alec Reynolds
Meadow Vista, CA
Co-founder Tandem
510.463.4193
Find out what's new with Tandem on Twitter

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Alexandria Goff
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Project
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:26:11 AM

My name is Alexandria Goff, I live in Loomis and I support the Hidden Falls project!
-Sincerely,
Ali Goff

Ali Goff

Alexandria Goff, Esq. » Attorney
Goff Legal, PC
ali@gofflegal.com » 916.625.6556
gofflegal.com

Office Hours:
Monday thru Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Friday thru Sunday Closed
Important Note: To do our part in preventing the spread of COVID-19
we will be working from home and taking measures to observe social
distancing when it is necessary to be in the office.  Our firm will continue
to conduct business and our staff will be available to provide the same
quality service you expect from us.
The information contained in this communication may be confidential, is intended only for the use of the recipient
named above, and may be legally privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication, or any of its contents, is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please resend this communication to the
sender and delete the original message or any copy of it from your computer system.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Allison Williard
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Friday, February 19, 2021 2:40:48 PM

Allison Williard- Placer County Resident (Lincoln, CA)
I support the expansion of Hidden Falls Reduced Plan, as supported by the Placer County
Planning Commission on January 28th, 2021.
I love Hidden Falls, it is my favorite place to ride and hike!!!!!
-Allison J. Williard West, DVM
Auburn Equine/Animal Medical Center Large
Auburn, California

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

amy umpleby
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls expansion
Saturday, February 20, 2021 12:42:37 PM

Hello,
I am writing to say that I fully and enthusiastically support the Hidden Falls Reduced Plan for
expansion, as outlined by the Planning Commission on January 28th.
Hidden Falls is a favorite place to ride and hike. It's only downside in my opinion is the
limited access. With expanded options for parking, and additional trails, people in Placer,
Nevada and adjacent counties can enjoy this beautiful recreation area even more, and with
less impact on neighbors at the Mears parking site.
Please support this effort, and expand Hidden Falls for public enjoyment!
Sincerely,
Amy Umpleby
Nevada City, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Anne Runte
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Vote YES on Hidden Falls Trail expansion Project
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:02:01 AM

Dear Board of Supervisors,
On March 8th you will have the opportunity to vastly improve the quality of life for the
citizens of Placer County. Please take this opportunity to vote yes to approve the Hidden Falls
parking area off Bell Road, which will afford Placer County families more access to better
health, better family time and better quality of life.
As your constituents, we are counting on you.
Sincerely,
Dan, Anne, Libby, Ellie and Jane Runte
Penryn
Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail on Android

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

arlea cone
Jim Holmes
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Sunday, February 21, 2021 8:06:38 PM

Hi Jim!
Randy Justin and I want to weigh in on the
Hidden Falls expansion project. We are concerned for traffic, fire, country lifestyle and our
friends on Cramer road. So we are “voting” against it.    
We have watched our friends on Mears rd suffer the consequences of that entrance. We
thought it would be so nice but people from out of our area are just plain disrespectful of our
little slice of heaven here.
Ok. Fight the good fight Jim, and please let it be known that MANY of us farmers and
ranchers around the North Auburn area are NOT in favor of the expansion.
Thanks a lot
Sincerely
Arlea Randy and Justin Cone
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Barbara Vineyard
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Monday, February 22, 2021 9:04:18 AM

Although having trails available to those who want to use them is a good idea, the negative
aspects of the adverse effects on those who live and make their livelihood adjacent to them
must be taken into consideration also. As farmers having strangers next to our livestock
would be very troublesome.as spooking animals is dangerous to their health as is the
possibility of bringing in diseases, etc.  
There is also a problem of increased traffic and illegal parking near the trails when parking
areas are full. Some of the roads that would be used to get to the parking areas are not much
more than one lane roads that are already impacted with traffic from those who live along said
roads.
I understand that the existing Hidden Falls area is used more by those from out of the county
than our residents who are paying for the project. I would like to propose a tied system of
costs associated with the use of the park. When in Washington State we camped in a county
park that charged more for non-residents and we felt that was only fair. Also, those with
horse trailers should pay a much larger parking fee as they take up to 4 times the space,
leaving less for a normal size vehicle.
I am personally opposed to the expansions.
Barbara Vineyard
Lifelong Placer County Resident

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Edwards
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 11, 2021 6:48:10 AM

I am Ben Edwards from Auburn and we love and use Hidden Falls. Please vote yes
to support the Trail Expansion project. We need another entrance, more access and
an expanded experience.
-----------------------------------------Ben Edwards

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sure west
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] New trailer.
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:49:35 AM

Hi!
I approve! Would love to see new trails for hiking / biking .
Bjarnhild Skavås Mills.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Top Flight
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 7:27:00 AM

Board,
The Hidden Falls expansion should be a must on your projects to approve. Areas like Hidden Falls is what makes
the Auburn area such a wonderful place to live. Please, please approve this project.
Thank you
Bob Lowry
Top Flight Fundraising
916-759-2682
bob@topflightfundraising.com
www.topflightfundraising.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bob Niblack
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 11, 2021 2:09:28 PM

Greetings Placer County Supervisors:
My name is Bob Niblack. I have lived in Rocklin, California continuously since 1991. I urge
you to vote in favor of the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. This will provide current
and future residents with a necessary recreational outlet and ensure that a wildlife and
conservation corridor is supported into the foreseeable future. Desirable and livable
communities are maintained by including this kind of amenity in proximity to residential
centers.
Please keep Placer County a desirable place to live. Please support the Hidden Falls Trails
Expansion Project.
Thank you,
Bob Niblack
Rocklin, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Chance Felkins
Robert Weygandt; Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood; bsbarnes@landlawbybarnes.com;
jpari5@aol.com; Landon Wolf; Shanti Landon; Beverly Roberts; Michael Spelis; Suzanne Jones; Cindy Gustafson;
Kelly McCaughna
[EXTERNAL] Letter to The Board of Supervisors - Select Issues With The Hidden Falls Expansion Project-Reduced
Project
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 1:05:40 PM
Hidden Falls Expansion Project to Board of Supervisors.docx
Hidden Falls Exhibits A through G.pdf

Dear Bonnie Gore, Robert Weygandt, Jim Holmes, Suzanne Jones and Cindy Gustafson
This email contains a letter addressed to the Placer County Board of Supervisors as well as the
Exhibits referenced in the letter. This letter is written by the Law Office of Brigit Barnes and
Associates, on behalf of members of the Auburn Valley Property Owners Association.
You will find in this letter a detailed account of some of the major issues still present in the
Hidden Falls Regional Park Trail Expansion Project, Reduced Project recommendation. Our
request is that in the upcoming meeting the Board of Supervisors take note of these issues
and then require Staff to amend the project to add mitigation measures recommended in the
letter.
We invite any Supervisors or their staff to reach out to our office if there are any questions or
concerns.
Best,
Chance Felkins
Brigit S. Barnes & Associates, Inc.
Real Estate, Land Use & Asset Preservation
3262 Penryn Road, Suite 200
Phone: (916) 660-9555
Fax: (916) 680-9554
Email: cfelkins@landlawbybarnes.com
Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be
our wishes, our inclinations, or the dictates of our
passion, they cannot alter the state of facts and
evidence. John Adams, 1770.

February 10, 2021,

Via Email and Regular Mail
Email: mwood@placer.gov; bos@placer.ca.gov
Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn, CA 95603
Attention: Supervisor Robert Weygandt
Re:

February 16, 2021 Hearing;
Hidden Falls Regional Park Trials Expansion Project [Reduced Project]
CUP Modification (PLN19-00187), Final Subsequent EIR

Dear Supervisors
Overview
This office represents the interests of Auburn Valley Community Services District
[AVCSD] and members of the Auburn Valley Property Owners Association [AVPOA].
Thank you in advance for the courtesy extended to this office by representatives of the
Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, Planning Staff and Mr. Andy Fisher of the
Parks Department.
The essence of this letter is not an opposition letter to the Hidden Falls Park Expansion
project, but a detailed account of some of the significant adverse impacts of access to the
expansion that Staff has not addressed during the CEQA review process. We recognize
that the Planning Commission has heard from many supporters of the Hidden Falls Park
Expansion and direct neighbors of the park who do not support expansion.
This letter responds to safety, legal and traffic defects contained in the Reduced Project
recommendation, approved and forwarded to you by the Planning Commission at their
January 28, 2021 meeting. The negative impacts of the Reduced Project are exacerbated at
Auburn Valley Road and Curtola Ranch Road. The Reduced Project does not deal with the
fact that both these roads are private roads, giving the County no practical ability to
implement “no parking” signs or “no public access point” signs. Additionally, the Reduced
Project does not provide a plan to physically deter the public from using the Curtola Ranch
Road access point as a public entrance to the Expansion Project.
1.

Reduced Project Impacts

The Reduced Project has three major issues that have been avoided in the SEIR, and which
Staff has not addressed in the public planning stages. First, the Reduced Project does not
contemplate how the Curtola Ranch Road access point will be closed off from public
access to the Expansion Project. Physical deterrence at Curtola Ranch Road is vital to the
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Reduced Project fulfilling its goals of keeping the pubic off the private roads (Curtola
Ranch Road and Auburn Valley Road).
The second major issue with the Reduced Project is that any “no parking” or “no public
access” signs would need to be approved by the AVPOA, which has so far not been
contacted throughout this entire planning process. In order for Placer County to enforce its
mitigation measures around public information, the County needs to coordinate its plans
with the AVOPA.
Lastly, if the AVPOA does not accept any County proposals to implement signs on Auburn
Valley Road or Curtola Ranch Road, the County is still legally required to enforce its
mitigation measures. At that point, the County’s best options would be to accept the offer
of dedication made by the Auburn Valley Service Corporation which is now AVPOA, and
take on ownership of the roads.
1. a.

Reduced Project Summary

The Reduced Project avoids some of the negative traffic impacts laid out in the Full Project
Buildout. Instead of putting in more parking spaces the Reduced Project allows for the
Curtola Ranch Road entrance to the Expansion Project to remain limited, and the usage to
remain at twelve docent tours each year, led by the Placer Land Trust. Although the
Reduced Project makes clear that the Curtola access point will not be a public access point,
there is still the issue of deterring the public from using Curtola Ranch Road to access the
northern area of the Expansion Project more easily. The Twilight Ride access point to the
Expansion Project is almost four miles south of the Curtola access point, and park users
wanting to explore the upper north-east corner of the Expansion Project will be drawn to
the Curtola access point for easy trail accessibility.
1. b.

Public Deterrence Issue is Not Addressed in The Reduce Project Alternative

The CEQA evacuation defects identified in the original Full Buildout of the Expansion
Project, can only be avoided if the County can ensure that there is no additional traffic on
Lone Star, Auburn Valley Road and Curtola Ranch Road. The appealing nature of Curtola
Ranch Road’s relation to Expansion Project exacerbates the need for the public to be fully
informed and deterred from using the access point since it is not a public access point.
Aside from the issue of parking enforcement on the private roads leading up to the Curtola
access point, discussed below, the Conditions of Approval should be modified to include a
gate or gates at the Curtola access point that will physically deter hikers and horseback
riders from using the trail as intended by the Reduced Project. (See Exhibit A; Exhibit B).
A gate denying access will deter people from parking in the area and using the Curtola
access point. Additionally, a gate would help deter people from making the Curtola access
point a pick-up destination for people who access the Expansion Project from the Twilight
Ride access point. Gates being put in at the Curtola access point will not interfere with use
by the Placer Land Trust, residents and emergency personal, because the County Park
District can provide keys allowing access. A gate would also allow for no parking notices,
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towing warning notices and general information to be posted, detailing that this access
point is not a public access point. A gate could additionally give notice to the public that
this area is under jurisdiction of Placer County and Placer County will enforce penalties
which may attach to entering and parking in the area.
If a gate is not put into place at the entrance of Curtola Ranch Road, and the public begins
to use the access point to drop off park patrons or even park in the area, the issue of traffic
and wildfire safety is brought back up. The major point of doing the Reduced Project was
for the County to avoid the blatant traffic and wildfire safety issues still present along Bell
Road. These traffic and wildfire safety issues along Lone Star; Cramer; Bell and Joeger
Road were referenced using the SEIR Traffic Study prepared by Prism Engineering. (Prism
pgs. 21-27). If the public begins to use the Curtola access point for the Expansion Project,
the risk of increased traffic on the already compressed Bell Road route in a wildfire
scenario will be apparent. The County Staff currently state that informing the public about
the Curtola access point, not being a public access point, will be enough to deter the pubic
from use. Why take the chance of having the northern Expansion Project becoming a
traffic and wildfire safety issue? Instead physically deter the public from using the Curtola
access point by putting in a gate.
Additional Essential Mitigation Measure
1. Require either the County or the Placer Land Trust to construct a gate or gates at the
entrance of the Curtola access point, in order to inform and physically deter the public from
using the Curtola access point as a public access point to the Expansion Project.
2. Modify Conditions of Approval to ensure that the Placer Land Trust drop offer area for
docent tours remains unimproved.
1. c.

Parking Enforcement Issues & Solutions

The SEIR and the Traffic Impact Analysis for the Park Expansion both state Curtola Ranch
Road and Auburn Valley Road are both private roads. (SEIR sec. 8-5, 8-6; KDA pg. 6).
Therefore, any County assumptions of any public use violates the private property rights of
the owners of these roads, setting aside the safety issues described above, by allowing for
trespass. The Reduced Project proposes that no additional parking spaces will be
constructed at the Curtola Ranch Road, the 18 spaces at the entrance will remain, and only
12 docent tours a year will be permitted by the Placer Land Trust. This plan still requires
accesses off Auburn Valley Road and Curtola Ranch Road, both of which provide no
public access to the Expansion Project. The issue of these roads being private and the
danger of having additional traffic on them has been briefed by three separate law firms.
(Exhibit C pg. 1; Exhibit D pg. 3; Exhibit E pg. 2).
Auburn Valley Service Corporation, an entity formed by the Curtola family, subdivided
lands along Lone Star at its end in 1961. As part of the plat filed on April 16, 1961, Auburn
Valley Road, Fairway Court, Wedge Way and Estates Court are identified as private road
easements within the Auburn Valley Association and maintained exclusively by the
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Auburn Valley Property Owner’s Association. A copy of the 1961 Plat is attached to this
letter as Exhibit F. Placer County retains an offer of dedication, which it has never
accepted. Placer County has neither accepted the offer of dedication nor made any
contribution to maintenance of these roads.
At the time, the Auburn Valley plat was recorded, the Curtola family retained rights for
additional roads running up to the family ranch house, for the benefit of all Curtola entities.
These family parcels were split in 1998 by a family successor entity called Blue Heron
Associates. That private driveway, now called Curtola Ranch Road, is also identified as a
private roadway, and the historic use rights contain private maintenance obligations.
Likewise, the 2000 conveyance of easements to Harvego Real Estate are burdened with
maintenance obligations. Placer County and the Land Trust were granted rights to use
Curtola Ranch Road, but these conveyances explicitly limit access as subject to vestees’
obligations to share in maintenance, which obligation neither Agency has ever complied.
The Easement Agreement from the Harvego Estate to the Placer Land Trust make clear the
access limitations conveyed in transfers to the Land Trust. See Exhibit G. Identifying
access at the end of Curtola Ranch Road violates the restrictions identified in Exhibit G.
Placer County cannot assert a right to use these private roads without making any
contributions to maintenance of the roadways or seeking to modify Curtola Ranch Road to
provide for safety as required. Our clients dispute the use of these roadways, even related
to the unpaved parking area at the terminus to Curtola Ranch Road. The Land Trust’s
rights are themselves limited by the restrictions of Exhibit G. Under Section III of the
“Use of Easement” it states that that PLT and County may all make use of the access
easement by the general public only after: (1) completion of an operations, management
and recreation plan for the PLT property as provided in the County Conservation
Easement; and (2) improvement of the road are to a minimum standard, including all
weather roadway surface not less than twenty feet in width, which satisfies the County that
it is suitable for public use. (Exhibit G pg. 2). Lastly Section III Subsection two states
until these improvements are complete the use of the Easement by PLT and the County is
limited to non-public use, i.e. management and maintenance. (Exhibit G pg. 3).
The Auburn Valley Corporation in April 1961 made an offer of dedication to Placer
County for Auburn Valley Road, where the County could accept dedication. Placer County
has never accepted the Offer of Dedication included in the subdivision maps when these
developments were approved. Placer County does not pay for or has not sought approval
from AVPOA or AVCSD, the entities with the obligations for road maintenance. Because
the roadways from the terminus at Curtola Ranch Road to Lone Star are acknowledged as
private, any access plan to convey patrons to or from this expansion amounts to a trespass
to the rights of all members of Auburn Valley Property Owners’ Association and Auburn
Valley CSD and should be excluded unless such access plan is deferred until maintenance
and design criterion are worked out with these two associations.
Under CEQA, Mitigation for impacts must be enforceable. (Cal. Code Regs. §
15126.4(a)(2)). Assuming Placer County adopts a Reduced Project plan which could still
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allow for drop off at the end of Curtola Ranch Road, because the roadways leading to the
expansion drop off are private, no practical mitigation plan can be applied. The roads are
private, therefore who will cite violators of whatever plan the County adopts?
The County is required to enforce any mitigation measures that they adopt. Because the
availability of parking at the end of Curtola Ranch Road encourages improper use of these
private roads, any parking on Curtola Ranch Road entrance must be restricted. Mitigation
could include informational signs or use of rangers to warn people who attempt to access
the park outside of the authorized docent tours that their vehicles can be towed. Placer
County has no current rights to use the parking area. The County should therefore
negotiate access rights and maintenance obligations with AVPOA and AVCSD. Nothing
in the SEIR or Reduced Project has addressed enforcement authority on Auburn Valley
Road or Curtola Ranch Road, nor has staff reached out to the homeowner’s association.
AVPOA and AVCSD do not possess police powers that would allow them to enforce
measures to protect access to their properties.
Because AVPOA is responsible for maintenance to Fairway Court; Spyglass Circle; Upper
Valley Road; Curtola Ranch Road and Auburn Valley Road and that Association has no
security authority service, and has no legal authority to cite violators, their only remedy is
to call the Sherriff. This Commission should require that either the Park, or the Sherriff’s
Department must enter into an arrangement with AVCSD and AVPOA to enforce parking
restrictions and the mitigation measures, by providing for tickets, and towing to ensure
roadways already identified as unsafe from an evacuation standpoint are not further
congested.
Additional Mitigation
3. Accept the Offer of Dedication so that roadway control and maintenance would become
a County responsibility. Improve Curtola Ranch Road as mandated by the Easement. If
Placer Count accepted the outstanding offer of dedication, the County could then lawfully
enforce mitigation measures as required by CEQA.
4. Direct Staff to enter into negotiations with AVPOA and AVCSD to pay a pro rata share
of the costs of access impacts resulting from public use of these roadways.
Sincerely,

Brigit Barnes
cc: Clients
Parisi | Board of Supervisors | 2.10.2021
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Kathryn L Oehlschlager
koehIschlagerdowneybrand.com
415.8484820 Direct
415.848.4821 Fax

Downey Brand LLP
455 Market Street, Suite 1 500
San Francisco, CA 94105
415.848.4800 Main
downeybrand.com
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May 20, 2020
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY

Shirlee Herrington
Environmental Coordination Services
Placer County Community Development Resource Agency
3091 County Center Drive, Suite 190
Auburn, CA 95603
E-Mail: cdraecsplacer.ca.gov
Re:

Comments Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project
-

Dear Ms. Herrington:
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact
Report (DEIR) for the Proposed Placer County Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Network
Expansion Project (the “Proposed Project”). These comments are being provided on behalf of
my client, Harvego Real Estate LLC (FIRE). This letter follows up on, and incorporates by
reference, my february 27, 2017, July 5, 2018, and February 21, 2019 letters regarding Placer
County’s (County) January 30, 2017, and June 4, 2018 Notices of Preparation of an
Environmental Impact Report (NOP) and public scoping meeting.

()

As a prefatory matter, the County continues to ignore the legal and physical challenges
associated with the proposed routes of access to the Proposed Project. According to the DEIR,
the public would access certain newly developed park areas via two privately owned roads:
Auburn Valley Road and Curtola Ranch Road. The County holds certain limited easement rights
to use the portion of Curtola Ranch Road that is owned and operated by HRE to access the
Proposed Project site; however, the existing easement expressly states that, until the County
undertakes significant physical road improvements, the County’s use of the road is limited to
“non-public uses.” Accordingly, the County does not have the right to undertake Phase I of the
Proposed Project, which does not propose any road improvements, but states that the County will
conduct docent-led tours as often as once per day. Pursuant to an agreement with lIRE, the
Placer Land Trust may currently conduct docent-led tours no more than once a month; the
County has no right to conduct these tours at all. The DEIR ignores this fact, stating only that
“changes to existing easement terms would need to be made prior to allowance of the proposed
Phase 2 uses.” (DEW, 3-36.) The County also proposes an entry gate and ranger kiosk but
omits any detail regarding how it would obtain the rights to place these elements on private
property.
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Furthermore, in order to use Curtola Ranch Road (and the privately owned Auburn Valley Road)
in the manner contemplated in the DEIR, major improvements would be required; even if the
County could obtain the legal right to use the road as described in the DEIR, many of the
required improvements would be cost-prohibitive, if not physically impossible. The County has
not engaged with FIRE to discuss its apparent plans to convert the portion of Curtola Ranch Road
that runs across FIRE’s property—a narrow, private road with limited capacity traversing
extremely difficult terrain—into a public throughway that could accommodate hundreds of daily
trips. The County should not continue analyzing a project that it has neither the legal right nor
the physical ability to build.
In addition, the DEW fails to comply with the California Enviromnental Quality Act (CEQA),
Pub. Res. Code § 21000 et seq., and its implementing regulations, California Code of
Regulations, Title 14, § 15000 et seq. (CEQA Guidelines). The Proposed Project is an entirely
new project—not a revision or addition to the previous Hidden Falls Regional Park Project—yet
the County improperly attempts to circumvent environmental review by preparing a Subsequent
ER instead of a wholly new ER. In addition, the DEW violates CEQA in that: (1) the project
description is incomplete; (2) impacts are measured against an improper baseline; (3) it fails to
fully analyze and mitigate for environmental impacts; (4) it lacks an adequate discussion of
alternatives. Accordingly, the County should revise and recirculate the DEW.
I.

(

Use of a Subsequent Effi is Inappropriate.

Because the Proposed Project is a new project, rather than a change to the Hidden Falls Regional
Park Project, a stand-alone ER is required. Reliance on prior environmental review is
appropriate where the new proposal represents a change or addition to the previous project, and
“the original environmental document retains some informational value despite the proposed
changes.” (Friends of the College ofSan Mateo Gardens v. San Mateo County Community
College District (2016) 1 Cal.Sth 937, 951-952.) Here, the Proposed Project is in an entirely
different location, encompassing 1,000 acres that are geographically remote (as to some portions
of the Proposed Project, six miles away) from the existing Hidden Falls Regional Park. Indeed,
much of the Proposed Project is located within an entirely new watershed, as demonstrated in the
below figure. (DEIR, 11-3.)
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As explained below, by preparing a Subsequent EIR, the County is attempting to skirt CEQA’s
substantive requirements, using an improper baseline and relying on outdated environmental
surveys. It is inappropriate for the County to rely on any portion of the Hidden Falls Regional
Park Project ER, and the County must prepare a new EIR to evaluate the Proposed Project.
H.

The DEIR Does Not Adequately Describe the Proposed Project.

The DEIR does not adequately describe the Proposed Project, ignoring significant amounts of
development and construction that will be required for public access, and associated impacts.
CEQA defines a “project” as the “whole of an action” that may result in direct, indirect, or
reasonably foreseeable environmental changes. (CEQA Guidelines § 15378.) CEQA, therefore,
prohibits an environmental document from narrowly defining a project to avoid consideration of
all the project’s impacts. (See e.g. San Joaquin Raptor/Wildlfe Rescue Ctr. v. county of
Stanislaus (1994) 27 CA4th 713.) However, here, the DEIR does exactly that. According to the
DEW,
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The proposed project would develop phased recreation and access facilities on the
979-acre former Spears Ranch property and would expand the existing parking
area on the Didion Ranch portion of the Park to provide opportunities for passive
recreation (i.e., hilcing, biking, horseback riding) on the entire 1,200-acre Hidden
Fails Regional Park. In addition, the project would improve access to the western
portion of the property, including an on-site staging/parking area with access from
Garden Bar Road.
(DEW, 3-5.) But the project description and analysis fail to account for access to other proposed
entry points to the expanded areas of the park, which are described elsewhere in the DEIR. For
instance, the DEIR’s Executive Summary indicates that the Proposed Project would
Provide three new points of access to the [proposed] expanded trail network
system, with parking areas supported by trailhead amenities. New points of
parking and access are proposed at Harvego Bear River Preserve off Curtola
Ranch Road for access to the northern areas of the trail network, on the Twilight
Ride property off of Bell Road to provide access midway through the expansion
areas, as well as the parking area on the Garden Bar 40 parcel for access to the
western end.
.

.

(DEW, 2-1.) Despite the DEW’s references to development of additional entry points, there is
no meaningful discussion of the impacts of improvements necessary to allow this kind of access.
The relevant portion of Curtola Road, which runs across a large swath of HRE property, is a
private, unimproved, narrow gravel road featuring steeply sloping sides that traverses a narrow
earthen darn prior to entry to the Harvego Bear River Preserve. A significant part of the road
follows alongside an open water canal, which conveys valuable Nevada Irrigation District (NID)
water and excess flood flows. Easements for access to Harvego Bear River Preserve over
Curtola Ranch Road require that the County improve that road prior to public use, and even if it
were not legally required, the road is not currently safe or adequate for the trips contemplated by
the Proposed Project. It is unclear whether the portion of the road that traverses an earthen dam
could even be made safe for the traffic proposed by this Project. Accordingly, significant
improvements will need to be made, and—given that that the road is flanked by an irrigation
canal on one side and a steep slope on the other, and crosses a darn—those improvements will
involve a massive amount of engineering and construction, if they are even possible.
Yet, the project description fails to provide any meaningful discussion of the necessary updates
to Curtola Ranch Road. The DEW provides only that “the PLT and County may allow general
public use of the access easement on Curtola Ranch Road only after an all-weather roadway
surface of not less than 20 feet in width is constructed.” (DEW, 3-35.) The DEIR discusses
minor improvements to Curtola Ranch road as part of Project Phase 2, but these improvements
do not meet the standards set forth in the County’s easement agreement with HRE. The DEW
lacks detail regarding the major construction necessary to conduct those improvements, and this
omission pervades the entire DEW, undermining the analysis of greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, traffic impacts, impacts to water quality, and impacts to biological resources, among
others. The DEW must be revised to include an adequate project description.
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III.

The DEIR Uses an Improper Baseline.

The DEIR uses an improper baseline for purposes of evaluating Proposed Project impacts.
CEQA generally requires that baseline environmental conditions be described in the EIR as they
exist when the NOP is published. (CEQA Guidelines § 15125(a).) Contrary to this standard
practice, the DEIR states, at section 1.4:
According to Section 15125 of the State CEQA Guidelines, baseline conditions
are normally defined as the physical environmental conditions in the vicinity of
the project as they exist at the time that the NOP is published. A lead agency may
also use permit limits as baseline only where an action modifies a prior project
that had CEQA review and the facts support it (i.e., reaching the limit is not
hypothetical). In the case of this SEIR, baseline condition assumes the HFRP
is fully developed and operational. Therefore, the environmental setting
described in the SEIR is directed toward conditions within the HfRP Trail
Expansion Project Area. This approach to the environmental setting is consistent
with CEQA Guidelines Section 15125 which states the lead agency should use the
baseline that provides the most accurate picture practically possible of the
project’s impacts, including conditions expected when the project becomes
operational.
(DEIR, section 1.4 [emphasis added].) The DEIR’s approach to baseline is directly contrary to
law. The California Supreme court specifically proscribed use of a “pennit limits” projected
baseline in Communities for a Better Environment v. South Coast Air Quality Management
District (2010) 48 Cal.4th 310, 320-21. In a later decision, the California Supreme Court
clarified the very narrow circumstances in which use of a projected baseline may be permitted,
and none of those circumstances exist here. (See Neighbors for Smart Rail v. Exposition Metro
Line Constr. Auth. (2013) 57 Cal.4th 439, 451-53.)
The DEIR also improperly evaluates the Proposed Project’s impacts based in part on the
environmental setting described in the 2009 E prepared for the Hidden Falls Regional Park
Project, but there is no indication that the baseline for that document—prepared more than a
decade ago—is reflective of current conditions at the site. The County initially published the
NOP for the Proposed Project on January 30, 2017, and later revised and reissued that document
on June 4, 2018. Thus, the environmental setting described in the E should reflect conditions
as they were in 2017, at the earliest. Accordingly, the DEIR must be revised and recirculated,
with all impacts measured against an appropriate baseline.
IV.

The DEIR Fails to Adequately Analyze and Mitigate for Project Impacts.
A. The DEIR is Inadequate with Regard to Biological Impacts.

The DEIR improperly analyzes biological impacts based on surveys that are outdated and, in
some instances, reflect conditions in a geographically remote area. For instance, the DEIR relies
on surveys conducted in 2005 to assess impacts to special status fish species, such as Central
Valley steelhead and Chinook salmon. (DETR, 12-27.) Based on those surveys, the DEIR
concludes that these two special status species are only “likely to occur” or “could occur,”
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respectively. The DEIR also relies on 2005 surveys to determine impacts with regard to western
pond turtle, a species known to occur in the Proposed Project area. (DEW, 12-27.) The DEW
must use updated information to describe the current environmental conditions within the
Proposed Project area, so that the public and decisionmakers can understand the true impacts of
the Project on those resources.’
B. The DEIR Fails to Analyze the Proposed Project’s Impacts to Water Quality.

The DEW fails to appropriately analyze water quality, including the following potentially
significant environmental impacts that may result from the Proposed Project:
•

Development and significant expansion of access roads and parking areas may result in
impacts to water quality. As discussed above in Section II, the DEW fails to describe
necessary improvements to access roads, such as Curtola Ranch Road. Because Curtola
Ranch Road is adjacent to a canal that conveys valuable NID water to the Bear River, any
construction along or on that road has the potential to degrade water quality.

•

Development and expansion of access roads may result in flooding, yet the DEW fails to
analyze these impacts related to flooding in a meaningfiil way. Storm flows are collected
and transported via a canal, and beneath an earthen dam. Flow direction varies based on
time of year and the volume of water in the canal; in high precipitation years, the canal’s
reverse flows have caused the storm flows to overtop the banks of the canal, flooding
local areas. The DEW must address this is sue.

•

Equestrian access to trails within the Proposed Project impact area may result in impacts
to water quality due to increased bacteria loading. By permitting equestrian activities
near the Bear River and Raccoon Creek, the Proposed Project could degrade water, some
of which may be designated as drinking water.

•

Trail use by all users within the Proposed Project impact area may result in impacts to
water quality in the Bear River, given that a portion of the expansion area and proposed
trail are adjacent thereto. Even though much of the Proposed Project is in the Bear River
watershed, the DEW only identifies potential impacts to Raccoon Creek. (See Impact 112, DEW, 11-14.) The DEW must disclose, analyze and mitigate the potentially
significant impacts to the Bear River, and its watershed.

The DEW must be revised to discuss the above list of potential impacts to surface water quality
and then be recirculated.

‘The baseline for other species is also set through data gathered significantly earlier than the
date on which the NOP for the Proposed Project was released, such as ringtail (2010-20 13),
yellow-breasted chat (2007-2008), and yellow warbler (2010-2013).
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C. The DEW Fails to Adequately Analyze GHG Emissions and Impacts to Air
Quality.
The DEW fails to adequately analyze impacts associated with GHG Emissions. As mentioned
above, the fact that the project description omits critical details about necessary improvements to
the access roads, including Curtola Ranch Road, fundamentally uridennines this analysis; the
equipment required to undertake those improvements will emit substantial GHGs, which must be
incorporated in the DEW’s calculations.
In addition, the DEW improperly relies upon a threshold of significance that is not appropriate
for this type of development project. The DEW simply states that, because the Placer County
Air Pollution Control District does not have a specific threshold of significance for “parks,” the
County is entitled to rely upon the extremely high bright-line threshold of 10,000 MTCO2e
annually. (DEIR, 15-15.) However, the DEW offers no justification for this threshold and no
explanation of how it purports to achieve the ambitious GHG reduction goals promulgated by the
State of California for 2020, 2035, and 2050. The GHG analysis is woefully inadequate.
Similarly, the analysis of air quality emissions must be revised. The omission of key
construction activities from the DEW translates into artificially low estimates of air quality
emissions, including criteria pollutants. These calculations must be revised to take into account
construction emissions, and this addition will inevitably result in potentially significant impacts.
Accordingly, pursuant to the California Supreme Court’s Decision in Sierra Clitb v. Coitnty of
Fresno (201$) 6 Cal.Sth 502, 518-521, an evaluation of health effects associated with those
emissions is required.
B. The DEIR Fails to Adequately Analyze Wildfire Risk and Emergency Access.
The DEW does not adequately analyze and mitigate the risk of catastrophic wildfire that will be
created by bringing hundreds of users into this pristine, densely vegetated, open space area. The
additional park visitors are likely to substantially increase the risk of wildfires in the Proposed
Project’s area of impacts, especially given that: (1) most wildfires have anthropogenic causes; (2)
much of the expansion area has steeply sloping topography along trails, waterways, and access
roads; and (3) CAL-Fire has assigned much of the expansion area a high fire risk designation,
with certain adjacent areas designated as severe fire risk. (See DEW, 16-5, 16-6.) The DEW’s
only mitigation for these foreseeable and significant impacts during park operation are: (1)
installation of 12,000-gallon water tanks onsite; and (2) one additional emergency vehicle.
These mitigation measures are woefully inadequate when compared with the extent of fire risk,
especially given the speed with which the water tanks would be depleted in the event of a
wildfire.
The DEER also fails to provide sufficient emergency access to the expansion area, and to
appropriately update evacuation plans that would apply in the event of a wildfire. The Proposed
Project would add hundreds of parking spaces, meaning that potentially hundreds of recreational
park users would need to be evacuated in the event of a fire, and adding the need for emergency
vehicles to enter in the event of injuries or other emergencies. According to the DEW,
“proposed emergency access/maintenance roads would provide better emergency access to all
portions of the project area than occurs now, including those across Raccoon Creek.” (DEW,
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16-10.) This is an irrelevant metric; under current conditions, there are few, if any, park users;
thus it is not enough to state that emergency access would be better than it is now. The DEIR
must be revised to include an emergency access and evacuation plan to ensure the safety of
visitors. By omitting any evacuation planning from the DEIR, the County fails to prioritize the
safety of visitors and residents in the areas surrounding the park.
E. The DEW Fails to Adequately Analyze and Mitigate Impacts Associated with
Hazardous Substances.
The DEW fails to disclose and mitigate all reasonably foreseeable impacts associated with the
potential presence of hazardous substances. Phase I Environmental Site Assessments (E$A)
were developed for two of the properties incorporated into the expansion area: (1) the Harvego
Preserve property; and (2) the Taylor Ranch property. (DEIR, 14-3.) “Field reconnaissance of
the [Taylor RanchJ property identified a lode mine with vertical shaft covered at the surface with
vegetation and other inert debris (wood, concrete, vegetation, and miscellaneous trash), a waste
rock pile, and associated structures located at the eastern boundary of parcel 026-120-028-000,
north of Raccoon Creek.” Therefore, a Phase II ESA was conducted for this property. (Id.)
Based on the results of these studies, it is reasonably foreseeable that soil above Environmental
Screening Levels could be present at the Proposed Project site. The DEW recognizes the
potential for such soil to exist at the Taylor Ranch property, stating that “[i]f the load gold mine,
inert debris, and waste rock would be in close proximity to a project facility, it would be
removed during construction and would therefore not pose a hazard to the public.” (DEW, 1415.) Although such soils would need to be disposed at an appropriate off-site landfill, the DEW
does not analyze impacts of that disposal, including GHGs, air emissions, and traffic impacts.
Moreover, Mitigation Measure 14-2: Prepare and Implement a Safety Hazard Plan and Conduct
Soil Sampling, fails to incorporate concrete standards to guide development of mitigation
measures. It is improper for lead agencies to defer formulation of mitigation programs by simply
requiring future studies to determine the feasibility of mitigation. (Fairview Neighbors v. County
of Ventura (1998) 198 Cal.App.4th 238, 244.) Despite CEQA’s clear prohibition on deferred
mitigation, the DEIR does exactly that. The DEW must be updated to disclose, analyze, and
mitigate all potentially significant impacts associated with development of park features within
the expansion area.
F. The DEIR Fails to Adequately Analyze and Mitigate Impacts to Agriculture
and Land Use.

The DEIR’s analysis of impacts to agriculture and land use are flawed for at least two reasons.
First, the DEER inaccurately concludes that the Proposed Project will not have significant
impacts to agriculture and land use. According to the CEQA Guidelines, a project may have a
significant impact if it involves changes to the existing environment which, due to their location
or nature, could result in conversion of farmland, to non-agricultural use.

(

The DEER acknowledges that, “[tjhe Harvego Preserve is home to a working cattle ranch and the
Taylor Ranch, Kotomyan Preserve, and Outman Preserve support cattle grazing.” (DEW, 4-2.)
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While “[t]he current owner of the Twilight Ride property allows grazing on a seasonal basis.”
(Id.) However, the DEIR fails to account for the Proposed Project’s potential to result in the
conversion of these parcels’ current use from farmland to outdoor recreation uses atone due to
increased public access to these properties, and the impacts of such access.
Park staff have stated that 90% of visitors to Hidden Fails Regional Park generally remain within
the first mile of trails. Thus, the majority of visitors entering at the Twilight Ride traithead will
remain on the Taylor Ranch Preserve, an existing cattle operation, which is only 310 acres. The
preserve is likely to be over-mn with and adversely impacted by a large number of visitors,
including hikers, cyclists, equestrians, and their dogs. In addition, the concentration of visitors in
the first several miles of trails is likely to significantly impact area cattle and agricultural
operations, and could result in the discontinuation of ranching on impacted parcels.
Second, the DEIR fails to adequately address the Proposed Project’s inconsistency with Placer
County General Plan goals and policies. A General Plan operates as a “constitution for all future
developments;” land use decision-making must therefore be consistent with the General Plan and
its policies. (Citizens of Goteta Valley v. Board ofSupervisors (1990) 52 Cal.3d 553, 570.)
Consequently, if a project “will frustrate the General Plan’s goals and policies, it is inconsistent
with the County’s General Plan unless it also includes definite affirmative commitments to
mitigate the adverse effect(s).” (Napa Citizens for honest Government v. Napa county Board of
Supervisors (2001)91 Cal.App.4th 342, 378-81.)
The Proposed Project would frustrate several of the General Plan’s goals and policies, including:
•

GOAL 7.A: To provide for the long-term conservation and itse ofagriculturallydesignated lands.

—

•

Policy 7.A. 1: The County shalt protect agricztlturatly-designated areas from conversion
to non-agricultural uses.

•

Policy 7.A.3: The County shalt encourage continued and, where possible, increased
agricultural activities on lands sitited to agriculture uses.

•

GOAL 7.B: To minimize existing andfuture conflicts between agricultural and non
agricultural uses in agriculturally-designated areas.

The Proposed Project will develop enhanced access to areas that are currently used for cattle
grazing. Given that most of the park visitors will remain concentrated in small areas of the park
currently used for cattle grazing, which are close to the park’s entrance, those visitors have the
potential to stress cattle, compromising the viability of continued agricultural use. By adding
two hundred ninety-five (295) additional parking spaces for park access, the Proposed Project
will permit potentially thousands of visitors to simultaneously be present within the confmes of
the park. (DEIR, Table 3-1.) This is inconsistent with the General Plan policies aimed at
preservation of agriculture and agriculturally-designated areas, as well as policies encouraging
increased agricultural activities.

0
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V.

The DEW Fails to Adequately Analyze Alternatives.

.1

The DEIR’ s alternatives analysis is fundamentally flawed. A proper analysis of feasible
alternatives is essential to comply with CEQA’s mandate that significant environmental damage
be avoided or substantially lessened where feasible. (Pub. Res. Code § 21002; CEQA
Guidelines § 15002(a)(3), 15021(a)(2), 15126(d); Citizens for Quality Growth v. City ofMount
Shasta (1988) 198 Cal.App.3d 433, 443-45.) The DEER ignores this mandate.
According to the DEER, “the environmentally superior alternative.. .is Alternative 2, Reduced
Trailhead Amenities Alternative,” which is essentially a reduced alternative of the Proposed
Project that would allow some access and improvements but scale back the proposed parking and
amenities. (DEIR, 17-5, 7-14.) Alternative 2 fully achieves most of the project objectives, while
eliminating or reducing several of the significant and unavoidable impacts associated with the
Proposed Project. Specifically, the reductions in build-out associated with Alternative 2 would:
•

Alleviate the severity of significant project impacts to the visual character of Garden Bar
Road;

•

Disturb less land and result in the removal of fewer trees, thus reducing certain
significant and unavoidable impact to visual resources;

•

Substantially reduce vehicle trips on local roads, thus reducing the significant and
unavoidable impacts associated with vehicle miles travelled;

•

Generate fewer air emissions during both construction and operation; and

•

Decrease activity at the three new proposed trailheads, resulting in less demand for public
services and utilities. (DEER, 17-14, 17-15).

The DEIR summarily dismisses this alternative because “it would not go as far toward meeting
the project objectives as fewer visitors could be accommodated.” (DEER, 17-14.) This analysis
does not comply with the mandates of CEQA; if the County were to approve any Project, CEQA
requires it to select Alternative 2.
VI.

The DEIR Must Be Recirculated

CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines require recirculation of a DEER where: (1) significant new
information is added to the EER after public notice is given of the availability of the DEER, but
before certification, or (2) the DEER is so “fundamentally and basically inadequate and
conclusory in nature that meaningful public review and comment were precluded.” (CEQA
Guidelines § 15088.5.) Here, the public and decision-makers cannot assess the Proposed
Project’s impacts based on the DEER, which has numerous fundamental deficiencies.
HRE looks forward to working with the County to ensure that the newly proposed Hidden falls
Regional Park appropriately balances the County’s desire to provide enhanced recreation
opportunities with the health, safety, and economic well-being of the County’s residents, while
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preserving the area’s historic agricultural way of life. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you
have any questions or concerns.
With kind regards,
DOWNEY BRAN1) LLP

Kathryn L. Oehlschlager
KLO:MQ
cc:

Placer County Planning Commissioners (Clerk: scolbert(placer.ca.gov)
Placer County Board of Supervisors (bos@placer.ca.gov)
Supervisor Bonnie Gore ($upervisorGore@placer.ca.gov)
Supervisor Robert Weygandt (rweygand@placer.ca.gov)
Supervisor Jim Holmes (jholmes@placer.ca.gov)
Supervisor Kirk Uhier (kuhler@placer.ca.gov)
Supervisor Cindy Gustafson (cindygustafson(placer.ca.gov)
Matthew D. Francois (mfrancois@mtan.com)
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LAW OFFICES

1505 Grass Valley Highway
Auburn, California 95603-2806

(530) 885-1906 Telephone

June24, 2020

Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 fulweiler Avenue

Auburn, California 95603
Re: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project
Dear Placer Supervisors:
I have reviewed part of the plan for the project, and I am concerned about
whether the pLan is for use of Auburn Valley Road for access to the project.
As you probably know, Auburn Valley Road is a private road owned by the
property owners of Auburn Valley.
I am a resident and property owner in Auburn Valley, and I pay a regular fee
to maintain the roads including Auburn Valley Road.
If the plan envisions use of Auburn Valley Road for public access, please
advise me what legal authority the County has to allow such access.
Yours very truiy,

/L
/Jokn Duon
JD/ma
cc: Auburn Valley Property Owners Association
-
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Re: Hidden falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project
Dear Supervisor Gustafson:
1.

-)

This proposed project will be very expensive for Placer County.

The County Agency proposes for this new project: A 50-acre parking area
with 9$ auto
parking spaces and 38 horse trailer parkIng spaces at Twilight Ride on Bell Road;
a parking area
with 115 vehicle spaces and 10 horse trailer spaces on Harvego property; a helipad
, a 12,000 gallon
water lank, a ground water well, a septic system, and a permanent restroom buildin
g at Twilight
Ride; a helipad, a 12,000 gallon water tank, a groundwater well, a septic system
, and a permanent
restroom building on the Harvego property at the end of Auburn Valley and Curtol
a Ranch Roads;
portable restrooms on the trails; new bridges and roadwork, as well as other “amen
ities” such as 12
picnic areas with picnic tables and benches, overlooks, drinking founta
ins, and “equestrian
amenities” are proposed.
This grandiose project wiLl cost Placer County taxpayers a huge amoun
t of money so that
people from out of the area and out of the county can walk or ride their
horses through cow
pastures. If the ranchers and 1-larvego put some big bulls on their properties, the
hikers would get
some real exercise and exciternent Picture of bull attached.
This proposed project is a huge boondoggle. At a time when the econom
y is locked down,
and lax revenues are declining, no more Placer County taxpayers’ money
should be spent on this
unnecessary project. The County has more pressing problems such as the
numerous and deep
potholes on Grass Valley Highway.
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Cindy Gustafson, District 5 Supervisor
Placer County Board of Supervisors
October 14, 2020
Page Two

(

)

2.
This proposed project would be extremely dangerous for the homeowners in Auburn
Valley, and along Bell and Lone Star Road.

Bell Road and Lone Star Road are the only roads for people to enter or exit Auburn Valley,
and for people in the homes along Bell Road and Lone Star Road to enter or exit the area.
I live and own property in Auburn Valley. I regularly drive Bell Road and Lone Star
Road. Those roads are narrow two-lane rural roads, with many curves, dips, and blind spots.
To
funnel substantial additional traffic including horse trailers onto those roads will make them
extremely dangerous and congested.
There are approximately one hundred fifty homes in Auburn Valley, and numerous homes
along Bell Road and Lone Star Road. To add additional traffic including horse trailers and horses
to the area will make it much more difficult to evacuatc if there is a wildfire or other emerge
ncy.
In the Camp Fire in 201$, it was difficult for people to evacuate Paradise, and 85 people died.

C.)

The Agency obviously expects heavy additional vehicle traffic, including horse trailers, on
Auburn Valley Road, Bell Road, and Lone Star Road.
There are a lot of comments In support of the proposed project; all of them from people who
do not Jive in the area and are not affected by this project. Many of the comments in suppor
t are
from people who do not live in Placer County.
I urge each of the members of the Board of Supervisors to drive Lone Star Road and Bell
Road from Hubbard Road to Lone Star Road and then conclude that it is safe to funnel
a large
amount of additional traffic, including horse trailers, on to those roads.
3.
Placer County does not have the legal right to allow the public to use Auburn Valley
Road, Curtola Ranch Road, and the Harvcgo property; they arc Private Proper
ty.

.Thi pojectis..based.onai1ilseiegaI..premisethnLthe..County-.has —the- right to-allow-the
public to use this private property. Such action by the County would be illegal and
violate the
United States ConstitutIon. The Agency is tiying to run roughshod over the rights
of private
property owners to fulfill the Agency’s vision for this project. If the Agency thinks that
it has
documents that give the County the legal right to allow the public to use this private proper
ty, then
IcE them produce those documents.
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Cindy Gustafson District 5 Supervisor
Placer County Board of Supervisors
October 14,2020
?age Three

The County could condemn the property and pay the owners for the loss of their property. If
the County condemns Auburn Valley Road, in addition to the value of the property there could be
severance damages for each of the Auburn Valley property owners. The Auburn Valley property
owners bought their property because of the private roads and limIted traffic. Auburn Valley
property owners are able to drive their golf carts on the roads including Auburn Valley Road, and
access the golf course, clubhouse, and restaurant. If Auburn Valley Road becathe a public road,
they would no longer be able to drive their golf carts on Auburn Valley Road. Condemnation with
the increased traffic and limited use of Auburn Valley Road would reduce the value of the
homeowners’ properties, and result in severance damages to each homeowner.
4.
The Agency’s Environmental Impact Renort is latly insufficIent and factually
wrong.

As pointed out in the May 20, 2020 letter from attorney Kathiyn Oeblschlager of the
Downey Brand Law Finn, the Environmental Impact Report is legally insufficient. That letter is
Letter No. 1183 in the records of the Agency, and is incorporated herein by reference.
Some years ago the Placer County PLanning Department published a brochure “Auburn
Ravine Coon Creek Watershed” (flbis was before the Department was infected by poilticat
correctness.) In that brochure the Coon Creek Watershed is depicted us covering all of the area now
proposed for the Hidden falls Expansion project.
To protect that watershed, the Department stated that the watershed is a vital resource, home
to a great many important plant and animal species, including endangered and threatened species;
and that human interaction with the stream (Coon Creek) and its riparian corridor is the biggest
threat to this delicately balanced ecosystem.
Attached as Exhibit A Is a partial copy of the brochure.
It is factually wrong to call the extensive developments at Bell Road and on the Harvego
propcrtyan e,cpansion ofihel1idden falls ParLThereis no conrinuity.between Hidden Falls-P-ark
and the developments on Bell Road and the Harvego property; they are miles apart. Those
developments at Bell Road and the Harvego property arc a new project.
5.

Ilic scaled-down Hearing before the Planning Commission violates thc Jaw and denies
due process in restricting public-access and evidence.
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Cindy Gustafson, District 5 Supervisor
Placer County Board of Supervisors
October 14, 2020
Page Four

The Hearing before the Planning Commission has been structured to limit public access
and
the presentation of evidence. There is no emergency or other reason that requires this
project to be
heard now in an abbreviated hearing where public input and evidence is limited. This
is an illegal
procedure and violates due process.
The project is expensIve, extremely damaging to the environment of the Coon
Creek
watershed, dangerous to the people driving Auburn Valley, Bell, and Lone Star
Roads, and
unnecessary. It should not be approved.

Respectfully submitted,

7Joh Dutton
3D/ma
Enclosures
cc with enclosures:
Placer County Supervisors Gore, Holmes, Uhier, and Weygandt
Paccr County Planning Commissioners Cannon, Hauge, Herzog, Johnson, and
Moss
Placer County Community Development Resource Agency
“
Auburn Valley Property Owners Association
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Direct Dial: (650) 798-5669
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RUTAN & TUCKER, LLP

•

C
October 14, 2020

VIA E-MAIL rscothertiIin1acer.ca.ov1
Honorable Anders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
County of Placer
3091 County Center Drive, Suite 190
Auburn, CA 95603
Re:

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

Dear Chair Hauge and Members of the Planning Commission:
We write on behalf of our clients, Peter and Jacqueline Caswell, in regard to the proposed
Hidden Fails Regional Park Trails Expansion Project (the “Project”). As noted in our May 19, 2020
letter, the Caswells have significant concerns with the adequacy of the Subsequent Environmental
Impact Report (“SEIR”) prepared by Placer County (the “County”) for the Project. The Caswells
do, however, support the reduced version of the Project (the “Reduced Project”) recommended by
Staff of the County’s Parks Division. Accordingly, we respectfully urge the Commission to
recommend approval of the Reduced Project to the County Board of Supervisors.
The Caswells’ property is located immediately adjacent to the Harvego Bear River Preserve
(“HBRP”). full build-out of the Project would have resulted in 120 parking spaces, 10 equestrian
trailer spaces, a permanent restroom building, a helipad, and a 12,000 gallon water tank immediately
adjacent to the Caswell land. By comparison, the Reduced Project would maintain the existing status
quo at HBRP, allowing for 12 docent-led tours per year with no permanent parking or related
improvements. The Reduced Project would still provide the public with 30 miles of additional trails,
accompanied by three access points for the different areas of the trail system.’ Access to the HBRP
by pedestrians, equestrians, and bicyclists originating from other HFRP areas would be allowed with
a backcountry access permit administered by the County’s Parks Division.
As to the full Project, the SEIR (1) is an improper subsequent environmental document and
should have been prepared as a stand-alone EIR, (2) fails to analyze the impacts of the “whole of the
project,” as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), (3) fails to adequately
analyze the full Project’s significant traffic, air quality, noise, and other impacts, (4) improperly
defers mitigation, (5) fails to analyze a reasonable range of alternatives to the Project, and (6) omits
a detailed discussion of cumulative impacts. The frill Project is also inconsistent with the County’s
General Plan as detailed in our May 19, 2020 letter.
Contrary to statements in the staff report and accompanying resolution and fmdings, only two
of these three access points are “new”—Garden Bar 40 and Twilight Ride. At the existing Mears
Place parking area, 25 additional parking spaces would be added as part of the Reduced Project.
Rutan & Tucker, LLP 455 Market Street, Suite 1870
San Francisco, CA 94105 650-263-7900 Fax 650-263-7901
Orange County Pa’o A’to I San Francisco I www.rutan.com
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Hon. Mders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
October 14, 2020
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(j

We have reviewed the County’s responses to ours and other comments on the Draft SEIR.
We do not believe that they adequately address the significant environmental impacts of the full
Project. The County’s proposed responses to thousands of comments from nearly 500 commenters
is contained in a mere 18 pages. (final SEIR, Section 3.0.) This does not reflect a good faith effort
at full disclosure, as required by CEQA. (See, e.g., CEQA Guidelines § 15204(a).) for instance,
there is no substantive response to the comments that the Harvego road improvements alone would
require more than 15 times the amount of grading than that assumed by the SEIR.2 This gross
underestimation undermines many, if not most, of the SEIR’s impact conclusions. Because the SEIR
and associated CEQA Findings are deficient as to the full Project, the County may not lawfully rely
on them to approve the full Project.
The resolution proposing to certify the SEIR should thus only refer to the Reduced Project
and the Reduced Project Approvals. It should also be made clear in the CEQA Findings that that
those findings only apply to the Reduced Project. Page 7 of the CEQA Findings incorrectly refers
to a helipad at HBRP. No such helipad is proposed as part of the Reduced Project. On page 62, the
CEQA Findings should be revised to read: “Based on impacts identified in the SEIR and throughout
this findings document, the County finds that the HFRP Trails Expansion Reduced Project is the
most desirable, feasible, and appropriate, and therefore rejects the Project and other alternatives as
described in the SEIR.”

(

The proposed conditions of approval likewise require revision to reflect the Reduced Project.
The third bullet under Condition No. 1 states that the CUP Modification covers “utilizing the existing
parking and access at Harvego Preserve off Curtola Ranch Road for access to the northern areas of
the expanded trails network
This is not accurate. Under the Reduced Project, the existing
parking and access off Curtola Ranch Road will only be made available for 12 docent led tours per
year. Please strike this language from the conditions. Similarly, revise Condition 83 to read:
“Parking areas will be limited to the general locations and sizes depicted in the Hidden Falls Regional
Park Trails Expansion Project Final SEIR, and as described further in Condition of Approval number
1.”
.

.

..“

Revise the second sub-bullet of the fourth bullet under Condition 1 to read: “Utilization of
the current parking area graded dirt area at the north end of Curtola Ranch Road (allows parking for
approximately 18 vehicles) at the Harvego Preserve for docent-led tours only, 12 times per year.”
The description of the management areas is somewhat different from how these areas are
described in the SEIR. Condition 1 states that the management areas are depicted on Exhibit A. Yet
no such exhibit is attached to the conditions. We request that you make copies of the referenced
exhibit available for public review now.
2

These comments were supported by a detailed report prepared by Milani & Associates. (Final
SEIR, pp. 2-33 8 et seq.) The Final SEIR acknowledges the Milani report, but wrongly claims the
comments lack evidentiary support. (Final SEIR, pp. 2-348, 2-355, 2-358.)
2783/036136-0001
15621429.2 aIO/14/20
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Hon. Anders Hauge, Chair and
Members of the Planning Commission
October 14, 2020
Page 3
Revise Condition I .A.i to read: “No development of new parking areas and no construction
of supporting facilities.” Add a new subsection under Condition 1 .A to clarify the allowed uses in
the HFRP: ‘Permitted uses include only recreational uses (hiking, bicycle riding, and horseback
riding) subject to issuance of a backcountry access permit (maximum of 27 per day) as well as
grazing, agriculture, and docent-led tours (maximum of 12 per year).”3
Revise Condition 1 .E to read: “Facilities common to all management areas (except Bear
River Backcountry Management Area.” In the text following Condition 1.E, explain what is
intended by the reference to conflicts between the conditions and the County’s Park Ordinance, with
the Park Ordinance taking precedence. The permit cannot be automatically amended by changes to
the Park Ordinance and such a provision conflicts with other language requiring modifications to be
processed through an amended use permit and further environmental review. Please review and
revise this language.
In sum, the Caswells support Staffs recommendation of the Reduced Project and urge the
Commission to likewise recommend approval of the Reduced Project to the County Board of
Supervisors, with the revisions to the conditions of approval noted above.
Thank you for your consideration of our clients’ views on these important matters.
Representatives of the Caswells will be in attendance at your October 22, 2020 hearing on the
Project. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions regarding this
correspondence.
Very truly yours,
RUT

cc (via e-mail):
Peter & Jacqueline Caswell
Lloyd Harvego
Kathryn Oehlschlager, Esq.
Honorable Cindy Gustafson and Members of the Board of Supervisors
Lisa Carnahan, Senior Planner
Andy Fisher, Parks Administrator
Karin Schwab, Esq., County Counsel

To avoid trespass on neighboring lands and to ensure persons with backcountry access permits
do not overrun the Twilight Ride parking area or the HFRP, we have included a limit on the number
of backcountry access permits issued per day that is 50 percent ofthe proposed vehicular parking for
the Twilight Ride parking area.
2763/036136-0001
15621429.2 aIO/14/20
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GRANT OF EASEMENT AND EASEMENT USE AGREEMENT
This Grant of Easement and Easement Use Agreement (the “Agreement”) is executed
effective as of thisioUay of Jui, 2011 by and between HARVEGO REAL ESTATE LLC, a
California limited liability company (“Harvego”), PETER M. CAS WELL AND

JACQUELiNE F. CASWELL, TRUSTEES OF THE PETER & JACQUELINE
CASWELL TRUST DATED NOVEMBER 11, 1998 (“Caswell”), PLACER LAND
TRUST, a California nonprofit public benefit corporation (“PLT”), and the COUNTY OF
PLACER, a political subdivision of the State of California (the “County”).
I. RECITALS

A. Harvego is owner of certain real property located in Placer County, California, and more
particularly described on Exhibit A attached hereto and by reference incorporated herein (the
“Harvego Property”).
B. Caswell is owner of certain real property located in Placer County, California, and more
particularly described on Exhibit B attached hereto and by reference incorporated herein (the
“Caswell Property”).
C. PLT is owner of certain real property located in Placer County, California, and more
particularty described on Exhibit C attached hereto and by reference incorporated herein (the “PLT
Property”).
D. The County is owner of a Conservation Easement over the ?LT Property and more
particularly described on Exliibit I) attached hereto and by reference incorporated herein (the
“County Conservation Easement”).
I. Harvego and Caswell each desire to grant to PLT and the County a nonexctusive access
easement over each’s Harvego Property and Caswell Property for the benefit ofthe PLT Property and
the County Conservation Easement, subject to those terms and conditions as herein set forth.
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NOW THEREFORE, in consideration ofthe facts contained in the Recitals above, the mutual
covenants and conditions contained below, and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt
and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged, the Parties agree as follows;
H. GRANT OF EASEMENT

Harvego hereby grants to PLT and the County a non-exclusive easement over that portion of
the Harvego Property as shown on Exhibit E and as described in Exhibit E-1. attached hereto and
by reference incorporated herein, and Caswell hereby grants to PLT and the County a non-exclusive
easement over that portion of the Caswell Property as shown on Exhibit E and as described in
Exhibit E-1, (together, the “Access Easement”) for ingress, egress and utilities of all types and
without limitation, on, over, in, and beneath the Harvego Property and the Caswell Property,
including, but not limit&l to, public road purposes, and such related (a) improvements, works of
construction, embankments, supports, grades, drainage, and maintenance, (b) soil and slope support,
drainage control measures, and (c) landscaping and foliage control measures, without limitation, as
reasonable and convenient use, and sound and prudent engineering and construction practices shall
require, or as necessary to satisfy the requirements of the County of Placer and the requirements of
all other governmental agencies which now or hereafter have jurisdiction over the Harvego Property
and the Caswell Property, and shall include all secondary easements to enter upon the Harvego
Property and the Caswell Property for purposes of survey, engineering, soil studies, inspection,
construction, repair, maintenance, and replacement, and the right to reconstruct all easement facilities
to comply with future governmental requirements, including safety measures and road width
requirements, so as to assure the continued ingress and egress to the PLT Property. The width of
said Access Easement as shown on Exhibits F and E-l may be expanded to include such adjacent
area as the County may determine to be required in accordance with generally accepted engineering
standards to accommodate any necessary cuts and fill slopes required to construct a roadway within
the boundaries of the Access Easement. The Access Easement shall be for the benefit of and
appurtenant to the PLT Property.
III. USE OF EASEMENT

PLT and the County shall be entitled to make the following uses of the Access Easement:
Improvements Required for Public Use. PLT and the County may allow use of the Access
1.
Easement by the general public only after: (1) the completion of an operations, management and
recreation plan for the PLT Property (the “Plan”) as provided in the County Conservation Easement
and, (2) the improvement ofthe road in the Access Easement to a minimum standard, consisting of a
* road with an all-weather roadway surface of not less than twenty feet (20’) in width, which satisfies
the County that it is suitable for use by the public in general, it being expressly understood that the
Plan may call for the engineering and construction of the road in stages before it is constructed to the
full standard as set forth in the Plan, and it being further expressly understood that the road may be
improved by parties other than the County.
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2.
No Use By General Public Until Improved. Until completion of improvements to Access
Easement to a minimum standard as set forth in Article ifi, Section 1, above, the use of the Access
Easement by PLT and the County shall be limited to non-public uses, i.e. manageme’nt and
maintenance of the PLT Property and the County Conservation Easement in accordance with the
Plan, the terms of the County Conservation Easement and/or any applicable local, state or federal
regulatory requirements. PLT shall also have the right to use the Access Easement to periodically
bring scheduled small group tours that are under the control of and guided by PLT.
3.
Reduction of Area of Easement Upon Completion of Improvements. Upon construction of
the improvements to the full standard as set forth in the Plan, the County shall notify Harvego and
Caswell in writing. Harvego andlor Caswell may request in writing PLT and the County relinquish
and quitclaim all rights to that portion of the Access Easement not needed for roadway purposes. In
the event Harvego and/or Caswell so requests, County shall prepare, in coordination with Harvego
and Caswell, a quitclaim deed for recordation by Harvego and/or Caswell as to that portion of the
Access Easement not needed, and the legal description for the County Access Easement as described
herein shall be modified accordingly.
IV. GENERAL PROVISIONS

‘

1.
Separate and Independent Easement Rights—No Joint-Tenancy. This Agreement shall
not be interpreted to create any sort ofjoint-tenancy interest by and between PLT and the County
in the Access Easement. This Agreement creates legally separate and distinct rights of use which
are for the benefit of each PLT and the County. PLT is the owner in fee simple of the PLT
Property and that the County is the owner of the County Conservation Easement, and PLY and
the County are each entitled to fully and independently use, in accordance with this Agreement,
the Access Easement as either party sees fit and necessary in conjunction with that party’s own
legally separate and distinct property interest. This Agreement creates separately enforceable
rights for PLT and the County; provided, however, it is expressly acknowledged by PLT and the
County that this grant creates only one easement and that PLT’S and the County’s rights to the
use of the Access Easement arise from their ownership rights in and to the PLY Property (i.e., fee
and conservation easement respectively).
2.
Binding Effect. Each and all of the easements, covenants, conditions and restrictions set
forth in this Agreement shall run with and bind the Harvego Property, the Caswell Property, the
PLT Property and County Easement. All covenants, conditions and restrictions set forth in this
Agreement shall be equitable servitudes. All easements, covenants, conditions and restrictions
set forth in this Agreement shall benefit and be binding upon each Party and their respective
heirs, successors and assigns and shall create reciprocal rights and obligations, and privity of
contract and estate between and among the Parties and their respective heirs, successors and
assigns.
Amendment. Excepting for a reduction of the area of the Access Easement in accordance
3.
with section ffl(3) above, no amendment, modification, or supplement to this Agreement shall be
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binding on any of the Parties unless it is in writing and signed by the Parties in interest at the
time of the modification.
Warranty of Authority. Each Party represents and warrants to the other that the execution and
4.
delivery of the Agreement and the performance of such Part’Js obligations hereunder have been duly
authorized and that the Agreement is a valid and legal agreement binding on such Party and
enforceable in accordance with its terms.
Further Actions. The Parties shall at their own cost and expense execute and deliver such
5.
further documents and instruments and shall take such other actions as may be reasonably
required or appropriate to carry out the intent and purposes of this Agreement.
6.
Construction. The terms of this Agreement have been negotiated by the parties hereto and
the language used in this Agreement shall be deemed to be the language chosen by the parties hereto
to express their mutual intent. This Agreement shall be construed without regard to any presumption
or rule requiring construction against the party causing such instrument or any portion thereof to be
drafted, or in favor of the party receiving a particular benefit under the agreement. No rule of strict
construction will be applied against any person.
7.
Severability. If any term or provision of this Agreement is determined to be illegal,
unenforceable, or invalid in whole or in part for any reason, such illegal, unenforceable, or invalid
provisions or part thereof shall be stricken from this Agreement, and such provision shall not affect
the legality, enforceability, or validity of the remainder of this Agreement. If any provision or part
thereof of this Agreement is stricken in accordance with the provisions of this section, then this
stricken provision shall be replaced, to the extent possible, with a legal, enforceable, and valid
provision that is as similar in tenor to the stricken provision as is legally possible.
8.
Attorney’s Fees. If any Party brings an action or proceeding to enforce the terms hereof or
declare rights hereunder, the Prevailing Party (as hereafter defined) in any such proceeding, action, or
appeal thereon, shall be entitled to reasonable attorneys’ fees. Such fees may be awarded in the same
suit or recovered in a separate suit, whether or not such action or proceeding is pursued to decision or
j udgrnent. The term “Prevailing Party” shall include, without limitation, a Party who substantially
obtains or defeats the relief sought, as the case may be, whether by compromise, settlement,
judgment, or the abandonment by the other Party of its claim or defense. The attorneys’ fee award
shall not be computed in accordance with any court fee schedule, but shall be such as to fully
reimburse all attorneys’ fees reasonably incurred.
9.
Governing Law. The Parties expressly agree that this Agreement shall be governed by,
interpreted under, and construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of California.
Any action brought to enforce this Agreement shall be filed in the Superior Court for the State of
California for the County of Placer.
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10.
Entire Agreement. This Agreement and all Exhibits hereto, as well as agreements and other
documents referred to in this Agreement constitute the entire agreement between the parties with
regard to the subject matter hereof and thereof. This Agreement supersedes all previous agreements
between or among the parties. There are no agreements, representations, or warranties between or
among the parties other than those set forth in this Agreement or the documents and agreements
referred to in this Agreement.
ii.
Notice. All notices, requests, demands, and other communications required to or
permitted to be given under this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be conclusively deemed
to have been duly given (1) when hand delivered to the other party; or (2) by mail, three business
days after the same have been deposited in a United States post office with first class or certified
mail return receipt requested postage prepaid and addressed to the parties as set forth below; or
(3) the next business day after same have been deposited with a commercially recognized
overnight delivery service reasonably approved by the parties, postage prepaid addressed to the
parties as set forth below with the next-business-day delivery guaranteed, provided that the
sending party receives a confirmation of delivery from the delivery service provider; or (4) such
other method of notice as the parties may otherwise mutually agree to in writing from time to
time, including but not limited to notice in electronic format. Each party shall make an ordinary,
good faith effort to ensure that it will accept or receive notices that are given in accordance with
this paragraph, and that any person to be given notice actually receives such notice. A party may
change or supplement the addresses given below, or designate additional addresses, for purposes
of this paragraph by giving the other party written notice of the new address in the manner set
forth above.
12.
List of Exhibits. The following Exhibits are referred to herein and attached hereto: Exhibit
A the Harvego Property; Exhibit B- the Caswell Property; Exhibit C the PLT Property; Exhibit
D the County Conservation Easement; and Exhibits E and E-1 Access Easement.
—

—

—

—

13.
Signatures and Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts,
each of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the
same instrument. The parties authorize each other to detach and combine original signature pages
and consolidate them into a single identical original. Any one of such completely executed
counterparts shall be sufficient proof of this Agreement.
SIGNA TURFS ON FOLLOWING PAGES
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed on the date listed below.
HARVEGO REAL

LLC, a California limited liability company

By:
Its:
Address for Notice:
2356 Gold Meadow Way, Suite 201
Gold River, CA 95670
Telephone: (916)852-2770
Facsimile: (916)852-2778
PETER & JACQUEL

Dated:

-tJ’ /(

E CAS WELL TRUST DATED NOVEMBER 11, 1998
Dated:

Peter M. Caswell, Trustee

Jacqueline F. Caswell, Truse
Address for Notice:
893 Noe Street
San Francisco, CA 94116
Telephone: (650)346-8915
Facsimile
PLACER LAND TRUST, a California nonprofit public benefit corporation
iL

Dated:

6—9—11

By: Fred Yeager
Its: President

6—10—11

By: GrMcKenzie
£req
Its: I reatIrer
Address for Notice:
Placer Land Trust
Attn: Executive Director
11611 Blocker Drive, Suite 110
Auburn, CA 95603
Telephone: (530) 887-9222
Facsimile: (530) 887-7720
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PLACER COUNTY
-

L

Dated:

&/ /3/ 2 1/

Dated:

(/i

By James Durfee
Jfk: Director of facility Services
Address for Notice:
County of Placer
Department of Facility Services
Property Management Division
11476 C Avenue
Auburn CA, 95603
Telephone: (530) 886-4900
facsimile: (530) 889-6809
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF PLACER

)
)

On JUNE 9, 2011, before me, DEBORAH K. YUE, Notary Public in and for said County and State,
personally appeared FRED YEAGER, who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be
the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that
he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their
signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted,
executed the instrument.
I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the Sate of California that the foregoing
paragraph is true and correct.
WITNESS my hand and official seal.

Ci)

Notary Public in and for said Co
DEBORAH K. YUE

and State

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF PLACER

CoM#1859964

NOTARY PUBC!C-CALIFORNA
Pt COUNTY
COMM.
2

(Space above for official notarial area.)

)
)

On JUNE 10, 2011, before me, DEBORAH K. YUE, Notary Public in and for said County and State,
personally appeared PETER M. CASWELL AND JACQUELINE F. CASWELL AND GREGG
MCKENZIE who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose
name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed
the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the
instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the
instrument.
I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the Sate of California that the foregoing
paragraph is true and correct.
WITNESS my hand and official seal.

—

(1)

a&U 1JJ,

Notary Public in and for said County
DEBORAH K. VUE

d State

DEBORAH K. YUE
Co.# 1Si99M

1 NOTARY PU&IC-CALiEORNA
I
IACER COuNTY
IV CoMxP AJO 30, 2013

(Space above for official notarial area.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF PLACER

)
)

On JUNE 13, 2011, before me, DEBORAH K. YUE, Notary Public in and for said County and State,
personally appeared LLOYD H. HARVEGO, who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence
to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me
that he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their
signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted,
executed the instrument.
I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the Sate of California that the foregoing
paragraph is true and correct.
DEBORHKE

WITNESS my hand and official seal.

(J) *jj

Notary Public in and for said County &State
DEBORAH K. YUE
V

orrr usc.uFo

.

(Space above for official notarial area.)

STATE Of CALIFORNIA
COUNTY Of PLACER

)
)

On JUNE 13, 2011, before me, DEBORAH K. YUE, Notary Public in and for said County and State,
personally appeared JAMES W. DURFEE, who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to
be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me
that he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their
signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted,
executed the instrument.
I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the Sate of California that the foregoing
paragraph is true and correct.
WITNESS my hand and official seal.

U)

g’ ,%4.Q_
Notary Public in and for said County ajd State
DEBORAH K. YUE

-

.

NOTARY PU8LIC-CLlFQfts$A

(I)

Mv

(Space above for official notarial area.)

ACCEPTANCE
This is to certify that the interest in real property described in this Grant of
Easement and Easement Use Agreement is hereby accepted on behalf of
the public by the undersigned agent on behalf of the Board of Supervisors
of the County of Placer pursuant to the authority conferred by Resolution
No. 2011-93 as approved by the Board of Supervisors on April 12, 2011,
and the Grantee consents to the recordation thereof by its duly authorized
agent.

Dated

Zo ‘I

C
es Durfee

-

Ja
irector of Facility Services

Exhibit A

the Harvego Property

Legal Description for Resultant Lot 1
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EXHIBIT “A”
TO GRANT OF EASEMENT AND EASEMENT USE AGREEMENT
(THE HARVEGO PROPERTY)

THE LAND DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SITUATED IN THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF PLACER, UNINCORPORATED AREA, AND IS
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
RESULTANT LOT1 ;
A PORTION OF THE TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS PARCEL TWO IN THE
GRANT DEED TO THE CALLAHAN FAMILY TRUST AND THE WATSON
FAMILY TRUST RECORDED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 98-0047102, OFFICIAL
RECORDS PLACER COUNTY, LOCATED IN SECTION 1 TOWNSHIP 13
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.M., PLACER COUNTY, CALIFORNIA AND A
PORTION OF THE TRACTS OF LAND DESCRIBED AS PARCEL ONE AND
PARCEL TWO IN THE GRANT DEED TO MICHAEL B. WATSON AND
CONSTANCE C. WATSON RECORDED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-0019428,
OFFICIAL RECORDS PLACER COUNTY, LOCATED IN SECTION 1,
TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.M, PLACER COUNTY,
CALIFORNIA.
ALL THOSE PORTIONS OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCELS LYING
WITHIN THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINES:
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE NORTH LINE OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED
PARCEL TWO CONVEYED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-0019428, A POINT ON
THE NORTH LINE OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED SECTION 1, AND FROM
SAID POINT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 1 BEARS
NORTH 88 DEGREES 46 MINUTES 36 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 2524.58 FEET; THENCE FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING, LEAVING
SAID NORTH LINE SOUTH 04 DEGREES 06 MINUTES 50 SECONDS EAST
FOR A DISTANCE OF 2004.74 FEET TO A POINT ON THE
SOUTHWESTERLY LINE OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCEL ONE
CONVEYED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-0019428; THENCE SOUTH 89
DEGREES 06 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 700.68
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 58 DEGREES 36 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST FOR
A DISTANCE OF 200.28 FEET TO THE SOUTHWESTERLY CORNER OF SAID
PARCEL ONE; THENCE ALONG THE SOUTHEASTERLY, SOUTHERLY AND
WESTERLY LINES OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCEL TWO CONVEYED
IN INSTRUMENT NO. 98-0047102 THE FOLLOWING SIX (6) CONSECUTiVE
COURSES AND DISTANCES:
1) SOUTH 39 DEGREES 33 MINUTES 24 SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 393.42 FEET;
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2) NORTH 80 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 35 SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 453.13 FEET;
3) NORTH 19 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 14 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 575.48 FEET;
4) NORTH 28 DEGREES 03 MINUTES 24 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 124.71 FEET;
5) NORTH 45 DEGREES 34 MINUTES 34 SECONDS EAST FORA DISTANCE
OF 464.92 FEET; AND
6) NORTH 54 DEGREES 04 MINUTES 39 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 502.20 FEET TO THE SOUTHWESTERLY CORNER OF SAID PARCEL
TWO CONVEYED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-001 9428; THENCE ALONG THE
SOUTHWESTERLY AND WESTERLY LINES OF SAID PARCEL TWO THE
FOLLOWING FOUR (4) CONSECUTIVE COURSES AND DISTANCES:
1) NORTH 51 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 33 SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 379.97 FEET;
2) NORTH 48 DEGREES 30 MINUTES 36 SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 599.70 FEET;
3) NORTH 07 DEGREES 17 MINUTES 04 SECONDS EAST FORA DISTANCE
OF 311.82 FEET; AND
4) NORTH 00 DEGREES 34 MINUTES 06 SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 104.84 FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID
PARCEL TWO, A POINT ON THE NORTH LINE OF SAID SECTION 1;
THENCE NORTH 88 DEGREES 46 MiNUTES 36 SECONDS EAST ALONG
SAID NORTH SECTION LINE FOR A DISTANCE OF 1143.73 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING.
THE ABOVE DESCRIPTION ENCOMPASES ONE LEGAL PARCEL OF LAND
AS APPROVED BY MINOR BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT NO. 20060582.
APNS: 026-370-043 AND 044
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Exhibit B- the Caswell Property
Legal Description for Resultant Lots 2 & 3
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EXHIBIT “B”
TO THE GRANT OF EASEMENT AND EASEMENT USE AGREEMENT
(CASWELL PROPERTY)

THE LAND DESCRIBED HEREIN IS StTUATED IN THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF PLACER, UNINCORPORATED AREA, AND IS
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
PARCEL ONE:
A PORTION OF THE TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS PARCEL TWO IN THE
GRANT DEED TO THE CALLAHAN FAMILY TRUST AND THE WATSON
FAMILY TRUST RECORDED IN INSTRUMENT NO.98-0047102, OFFICIAL
RECORDS PLACER COUNTY, LOCATED IN SECTION 1, TOWNSHIP 13
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.M., PLACER COUNTY, CALIFORNIA AND A
PORTION OF THE TRACTS OF LAND DESCRIBED AS PARCEL ONE AND
PARCEL TWO IN THE GRANT DEED TO MICHAEL B. WATSON AND
CONSTANCE C. WATSON RECORDED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-0019428,
OFFICIAL RECORDS PLACER COUNTY, LOCATED IN SECTION 1,
TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.M., PLACER COUNTY,
CALIFORNIA.
ALL THOSE PORTIONS OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCELS LYING
WITHIN THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINES.
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE NORTH LINE OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED
PARCEL TWO CONVEYED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-0019428, A POINT ON
THE NORTH LINE OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED SECTION 1, AND FROM
SAID POINT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 1 BEARS
NORTH 88 DEGREES 46 MINUTES 36 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 2524.58 FEET; THENCE FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING, LEAVING
SAID NORTH LINE SOUTH 04 DEGREES 06 MINUTES 50 SECONDS EAST
FOR A DISTANCE OF 2004.74 FEET TO A POINT ON THE
SOUTHWESTERLY LINE OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCEL ONE
CONVEYED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-00 19428; THENCE ALONG THE
SOUTHWESTERLY LINES OF SAID PARCEL ONE THE FOLLOWING TWO (2)
CONSECUTIVE COURSES AND DISTANCES:
1) NORTH 89 DEGREES 06 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE
SOUTHERLY LINE OF SAID PARCEL ONE FOR A DISTANCE OF 229.32
FEET; AND
2) SOUTH 35 DEGREES 54 MINUTES 00 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE
SOUTHWESTERLY LINE OF SAID PARCEL ONE FOR A DISTANCE OF
275.03 FEET; THENCE LEAVING SAID SOUTHWESTERLY LINE NORTH 24
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DEGREES 03 MINUTES 39 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 2465.90
FEET, MORE OR LESS, TO A POINT ON THE NORTH LINE OF PARCEL IWO
CONVEYED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-0019428, A POINT ON THE NORTH
LINE OF SECTION 1, AND FROM SAID POINT THE NORTHEAST CORNER
OF SAID SECTION 1 BEARS NORTH 88 DEGREES 46 MINUTES 36
SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 984.47 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 88
DEGREES 46 MINUTES 36 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID NORTH LINE FOR
A DISTANCE OF 1540.11 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
APN: 026-370-045 AND 046
PARCEL TWO:
A PORTiON OF THE TRACT OF LAND DESCRIBED AS PARCEL TWO IN THE
GRANT DEED TO THE CALLAHAN FAMILY TRUST AND THE WATSON
FAMILY TRUST RECORDED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 98-0047102, OFFICIAL
RECORDS PLACER COUNTY, LOCATED IN SECTION 1, TOWNSHIP 13
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.M., PLACER COUNTY, CALIFORNIA AND A
PORTION OF THE TRACTS OF LAND DESCRIBED AS PARCEL ONE AND
PARCEL iWO IN THE GRANT DEED TO MICHAEL B. WATSON AND
CONSTANCE C. WATSON RECORDED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-001 9428,
OFFICIAL RECORDS PLACER COUNTY, LOCATED IN SECTION 1,
TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.M, PLACER COUNTY,
CALIFORN IA.
ALL THOSE PORTIONS OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCELS LYING
WITHIN THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINES:
BEGINNING AT A POINT ALONG THE EAST LINE OF THE ABOVE
DESCRIBED PARCEL ONE CONVEYED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-0019428,
A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED SECTION 1, AND
FROM SAID POINT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTiON 1 BEARS
NORTH 00 DEGREES 57 MINUTES 46 SECONDS WEST FOR A DISTANCE
OF 848.81 FEET; THENCE FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING, LEAVING
SAID EAST LINE SOUTH 52 DEGREES 44 MINUTES 01 SECONDS WEST
FOR A DISTANCE OF 2458.90 FEET TO A POINT ON THE
SOUTHWESTERLY LINE OF SAID PARCEL ONE; THENCE NORTH 35
DEGREES 54 MINUTES 00 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID
SOUTHWESTERLY LINE FOR A DISTANCE OF 80.17 FEET; THENCE
LEAVING SAID SOUTHWESTERLY LINE NORTH 24 DEGREES 03 MINUTES
39 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 2465.90 FEET, MORE OR LESS,
TO A POINT ON THE NORTH LINE OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PARCEL
TWO CONVEYED IN INSTRUMENT NO. 2004-0019428, A POINT ON THE
NORTH LINE OF SAID SECTION 1; THENCE NORTH 88 DEGREES 46
MINUTES 36 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID NORTH SECTION LINE FOR A
DISTANCE OF 984.47 FEET TO THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID
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PARCEL ONE BEING THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 1; THENCE
SOUTH ALONG THE EAST LINE OF SAID PARCEL ONE SOUTH 00
DEGREES 57 MINUTES 46 SECONDS EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 848.41
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
APN: 026-370-047 AND 048

OLga]doc (7/2002)

Exhibit C

—

the PLT Property

Insert Legal Description or recording information for Harvego Bear River Preserve (Bruin

Ranch)
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EXHIBIT “C”
(TO GRANT OF EASEMENT AND EASEMENT USE AGREEMENT)
(PLACER LAND TRUST PROPERTY)

THE LAND DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SITUATED IN THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF PLACER, UNINCORPORATED AREA, AND IS
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
PARCEL ONE:
THOSE PORTIONS OF SECTIONS 25, 35 AND 36, TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH,
RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B. & M., THAT LIE SOUTHEASTERLY OF THE
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE:
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 35; THENCE
NORTHEASTERLY IN A DIRECT LINE TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID
SECTION 36; THENCE CONTINUING IN A DIRECT LINE NORTHEASTERLY
TO THE EAST ONE-QUARTER CORNER OF SAID SECTION 25.
APNS: 026-020-012 AND 013
PARCEL TWO:
THOSE PORTIONS OF SECTIONS 25, 35 AND 36, TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH,
RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B.& M., WHICH ARE BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS:
ON THE NORTHWEST BY THE CENTER LINE OF THE BEAR RIVER; ON THE
EAST BY THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 25; ON THE SOUTHEAST BY A
LINE DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 35; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY IN A DIRECT
LINE TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 36; THENCE CONTINUING
IN A DIRECT LINE NORTHEASTERLY TO THE EAST ONE-QUARTER (1/4)
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 25; AND ON THE WEST BY THE WEST LINE OF
SAID SECTION 35.
EXCEPTING THEREFROM THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 36.
ALSO EXCEPTING THEREFROM ALL THAT PORTION OF THE SOUTHWEST
QUARTER (114) OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (1/4) OF SECTION 25,

0 ‘Legal cloc (712002)

TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B. & M., WHICH LIES IN
PLACER COUNTY.
APNS: 026-020-009 AND 011
PARCEL THREE:
THAT PORTION OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHiP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST,
DESCRIBED AS BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID
SECTION 3; THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE EAST LINE THEREOF 52.60
CHAINS; THENCE NORTH 37 DEGREES 30 MINUTES WEST 66.08 CHAINS
TO THE NORTH ONE-QUARTER CORNER OF SECTION 3; THENCE EAST
ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SECTION 3, A DISTANCE OF 40 CHAINS TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
APN: 026-061-003
PARCEL FOUR:
EASEMENTS FOR INGRESS, EGRESS AND UTILITIES APPURTENANT TO
PARCELS ONE THROUGH THREE ABOVE AS SET FORTH AND DESCRIBED
IN THOSE CERTAIN DEEDS RECORDED JUNE 19, 1998, AS INSTRUMENT
NO, 98-0047099, 98-0047100, 98-0047102, AND 98-0047103, OFFICIAL
RECORDS, AND AS AMENDED BY AN INSTRUMENT RECORDED APRIL 6,
2000 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 2000-0023218
PARCEL FIVE:
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST
QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 13
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B.& M., AND RUNNING THENCE WEST ON
THE LINE DIViDING THE SOUTH HALF OF SAID SECTION 3 INTO NORTH
AND SOUTH HALVES TO THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3; THENCE
NORTH ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3, TO THE
NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 3; THENCE EAST ALONG THE
TOWNSHIP LINE, THE SAME BEING THE NORTH SECTION LINE OF SAID
SECTION 310 THE POINT BEING COINCIDENT WITH THE NORTHEAST
CORNER OF LOT 2 (INCORRECTLY REFERRED TO AS LOT 21 IN DEED
THAT RECORDED FEBRUARY 15, 2005 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 20050017339) OF THE NORTHWEST FRACTIONAL QUARTER OF SAID SECTION
3; THENCE SOUTH 37 DEGREES 30’ EAST 66 CHAINS AND EIGHT LINKS
TO A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3, 52 CHAINS AND
SIXTY LINKS SOUTH OF THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTiON 3;
AND THENCE SOUTH ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3 TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING.
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EXCEPTING THEREERMJHAT PORTION LYING OUTSIDE OF PLACER
uTyr.

APNS: 026-061-001 AND 068 (PORTION)
PARCEL SIX:
THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTH HALF OF THE SOUTH HALF OF SECTION
3 IN TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B.&M.
APNS: 026-061-007 AND 051
PARCEL SEVEN:
THAT PARCEL OF LAND DESCRIBED iN DEED TO ALLAN Y. WU
RECORDED ON MARCH 4, 1991 IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY
RECORDER OF PLACER COUNTY ON DOCUMENT NUMBER 91-011403,
OFFICIAL RECORDS, BEING A PORTION OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 13
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, MOUNT DIABLO BASE AND MERIDIAN, PLACER
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
THE EAST ONE-HALF OF THE SOUTH ONE-HALF OF THE SOUTH ONEHALF OF SECTiON 3, TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, OF THE
MOUNT DIABLO BASE AND MERIDIAN.
APN: 026-061-068 (PORTION)
PARCEL EIGHT:
A 50’ NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS
APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS GRANTED TO
CAROL R. WULFF, ETAL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED IN BOOK 1606, AT
PAGE 243, ET SEQ, PLACER COUNTY OFFICIAL RECORDS, AS MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (B), AT PAGE 244 OF SAID
INSTRUMENT.
PARCEL NINE:
A 50’ NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS
APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS GRANTED TO
CAROL R. WULFF, ET AL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED IN BOOK, 1806, AT
PAGE 243, ET SEQ PLACER COUNTY OFFICIAL RECORDS, AS MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 1N PARAGRAPH (A) AT PAGE 244 OF SAID
INSTRUMENT.
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PARCEL TEN:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT 50 FEET IN WIDTH FOR INGRESS AND
EGRESS APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS
GRANTED TO CAROL R. WULEF, ET AL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED ON
APRIL 25, 1977, IN BOOK 1832, AT PAGE 385, PLACER COUNTY OFFICIAL
RECORDS.
PARCEL ELEVEN:
AN EASEMENT 50 FEET IN WIDTH APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND
SEVEN ABOVE OVER AN EXISTING ROADWAY LOCATED IN THE WEST
HALF OF SECTION 10, THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 10, AND
THE WEST HALF OF SECTION 11, ALL IN TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7
EAST, M.D.B.& M., THE CENTERLINE OF SAID EASEMENT BEING
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 10 FROM
WHICH THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 10 BEARS NORTH
00 DEGREES 10’06” WEST 2133.23 FEET; THENCE FROM SAID POINT OF
BEGINNING FOLLOWING ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF AN EXISTING
ROADWAY THE FOLLOWING COURSES AND DISTANCES: SOUTH 64
DEGREES 38’04” EAST 231.43 FEET; SOUTH 45 DEGREES 43’lO” EAST
426.44 FEET; SOUTH 69 DEGREES 45’45” EAST 286.51; NORTH 53
DEGREES 5910” EAST 438.84 FEET; SOUTH 77 DEGREES 52’03” EAST
303.33 FEET; SOUTH 70 DEGREES 21’OZ” EAST 203.08 FEET; SOUTH 59
DEGREES 39’03” EAST 193.48 FEET; SOUTH 75 DEGREES 57’57” EAST
203.25 FEET; SOUTH 83 DEGREES 37’59” EAST 275.43 FEET; SOUTH 83
DEGREES 1157” EAST 580.80 FEET; SOUTH 88 DEGREES 1407” EAST
913.74 FEET; NORTH 53 DEGREES 34’28” EAST 156.51 FEET; NORTH 61
DEGREES 24’16” EAST 566.00 FEET; NORTH 48 DEGREES 2T58” EAST
370.45 FEET; NORTH 62 DEGREES 00’58” EAST 243.94 FEET; NORTH 65
DEGREES 03’28” EAST 258.89 FEET; SOUTH 77 DEGREES 10t07 EAST
258.05 FEET; SOUTH 50 DEGREES 5652” EAST 579.20 FEET; SOUTH 22
DEGREES 21 ‘03” WEST 221.03 FEET; SOUTH 44 DEGREES 08’57” EAST
168.60 FEET; SOUTH 61 DEGREES 16’46” EAST 152.83 FEET; SOUTH 88
DEGREES 3102” EAST 329.19 FEET; NORTH 74 DEGREES 40’08” EAST
168.46 FEET; SOUTH 83 DEGREES 12’09” EAST 209.37 FEET; SOUTH 58
DEGREES 39’39” EAST 205.29 FEET; SOUTH 21 DEGREES 32’49” EAST
414.40 FEET; SOUTH 13 DEGREES 18’24” EAST 268.18 FEET; TO THE END
OF THE EASEMENT HEREIN DESCRIBED AS GRANTED IN DEED
RECORDED MARCH 24, 1995 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 95-014536.
SAID EASEMENT BEING THE SAME EASEMENT DESCRIBED FIRST IN
EXHIBITS A, B, AND C OF THE PARCEL MAP WAIVER NO. P73170W
RECORDED APRIL 8, 1980 IN BOOK 2245, PAGE 218 OFFICIAL RECORDS.
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PARCEL TWELVE:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS AS GRANTED
IN EASEMENT DEEDS RECORDED FEBRUARY 3, 2005 AS INSTRUMENT
NO. 2005-0013289 AND JUNE 24, 2005 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 2005-0081571
OFFICIAL RECORDS.
PARCEL THIRTEEN:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR A ROADWAY AND UTILITIES OVER
LAND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
A PORTION OF THAT TRACT OF LAND GRANTED TO FLORENCE P.C.
FANG ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2003 RECORDED AS DOCUMENT NO. 200301 58548, OFFICIAL RECORDS OF PLACER COUNTY, LOCATED IN SECTION
10, TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.M., DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
A STRIP OF LAND 50 FOOT WIDE LYING 25 FEET EACH SIDE OF THE
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE:
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE NORTHERLY LINE OF THE ABOVE
DESCRIBED TRACT OF LAND, FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING THE
NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 10 BEARS SOUTH 89 DEGREES
17 MINUTES 05 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 1720.62 FEET; THENCE
ALONG SAID PROPOSED CENTERLINE SOUTH 33 DEGREES 40 MINUTES
30 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 410.06 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE
ARC OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE LEFT, CONCAVE NORTHEASTERLY,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 10 DEGREES
15 MINUTES 40 SECONDS A LENGTH OF 107.45 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 38 DEGREES 48 MINUTES 20 SECONDS EAST A
DtSTANCE OF 107.31 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 43 DEGREES 56 MINUTES 10
SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 173.76 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC
OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE SOUTHWESTERLY,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 12 DEGREES
41 MINUTES 32 SECONDS, A LEGNTH OF 132.91 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 37 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 24 SECONDS EAST A
DISTANCE OF 132.64 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 31 DEGREES 14 MINUTES 38
SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 265.49 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC
OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE LEFT, CONCAVE NORTHEASTERLY,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 1010.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 15 DEGREES
16 MINUTES 41 SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 269.32 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 38 DEGREES 52 MINUTES 58 SECONDS EAST A
DISTANCE OF 268.52 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A REVERSE
CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE WESTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF
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250.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 46 DEGREES 39 MINUTES 20
SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 203.57 FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 23
DEGREES 11 MINUTES 38 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 198.00 FEET,
THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 08 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST A
DISTANCE OF 119.96 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A TANGENT
CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE WESTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF
600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 16 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 55
SECONDS A LENGTH OF 168.06 FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 08
DEGREES 09 MINUTES 30 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 167.51 FEET;
THENCE ALONG THE ARC OFA REVERSE CURVE TO THE LEFT,
CONCAVE EASTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF 800.00 FEET, A CENTRAL
ANGLE OF 23 DEGREES 37 MINUTES 44 SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 329.92
FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 04 DEGREES 22 MINUTES 05
SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 327.59 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 07
DEGREES 26 MINUTES 47 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 475.59 FEET
TO THE CENTERLINE OF AN EXISTiNG 50 FOOT WIDE ROADWAY AND
PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT AS RECORDED iN BOOK 2245, AT PAGE 218,
OFFICIAL RECORDS OF PLACER COUNTY.
THE SIDELINES OF SAID 50 FOOT WIDE STRIP OF LAND ARE TO BE
LENGTHENED OR SHORTENED AS NECESSARY TO TERMINATE AT SAID
NORTHERLY BOUNDARY AND THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF SAID EXISTING
ROADWAY AND PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT.
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EXHIBIT “D”
(TO GRANT OF EASEMENT AND EASEMENT USE AGREEMENT)
(COUNTY CONSERVATION EASEMENT)

THE LAND DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SITUATED IN THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF PLACER, UNINCORPORATED AREA, AND IS
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
PARCEL ONE:
THOSE PORTIONS OF SECTIONS 25, 35 AND 36, TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH,
RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B. & M., THAT LIE SOUTHEASTERLY OF THE
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE:
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 35; THENCE
NORTHEASTERLY IN A DIRECT LINE TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID
SECTION 36; THENCE CONTINUING IN A DIRECT LINE NORTHEASTERLY
TO THE EAST ONE-QUARTER CORNER OF SAID SECTION 25.
APNS: 026-020-012 AND 013
PARCEL TWO:
THOSE PORTiONS OF SECTIONS 25, 35 AND 36, TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH,
RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B.& M., WHICH ARE BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS:
ON THE NORTHWEST BY THE CENTER LINE OF THE BEAR RIVER; ON THE
EAST BY THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 25; ON THE SOUTHEAST BY A
LINE DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 35; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY IN A DIRECT
LINE TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 36; THENCE CONTINUING
IN A DIRECT LINE NORTHEASTERLY TO THE EAST ONE-QUARTER f 1/4)
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 25; AND ON THE WEST BY THE WEST LINE OF
SAID SECTION 35.
EXCEPTING THEREFROM THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 36.
ALSO EXCEPTING THEREFROM ALL THAT PORTION OF THE SOUTHWEST
QUARTER (1/4) OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (1/4) OF SECTION 25,
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TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B. & M., WHICH LIES IN
PLACER COUNTY.
APNS: 026-020-009 AND 011
PARCEL THREE:
THAT PORTION OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST,
DESCRIBED AS BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID
SECTiON 3; THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE EAST LINE THEREOF 52.60
CHAINS; THENCE NORTH 37 DEGREES 30 MINUTES WEST 66.08 CHAINS
TO THE NORTH ONE-QUARTER CORNER OF SECTION 3; THENCE EAST
ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SECTION 3, A DISTANCE OF 40 CHAINS TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNiNG.
APN: 026-061-003
PARCEL FOUR:
EASEMENTS FOR INGRESS, EGRESS AND UTILITIES APPURTENANT TO
PARCELS ONE THROUGH THREE ABOVE AS SET FORTH AND DESCRIBED
IN THOSE CERTAIN DEEDS RECORDED JUNE 19, 1998, AS INSTRUMENT
NO, 98-0047099, 98-0047100, 98-0047102, AND 98-0047103, OFFICIAL
RECORDS, AND AS AMENDED BY AN INSTRUMENT RECORDED APRIL 6,
2000 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 2000-0023218
PARCEL FIVE:
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST
QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 13
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B.& M., AND RUNNING THENCE WEST ON
THE LINE DIVIDING THE SOUTH HALF OF SAID SECTION 3 INTO NORTH
AND SOUTH HALVES TO THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3; THENCE
NORTH ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3, TO THE
NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 3; THENCE EAST ALONG THE
TOWNSHIP LINE, THE SAME BEING THE NORTH SECTION LINE OF SAID
SECTION 3 TO THE POINT BEING COINCIDENT WITH THE NORTHEAST
CORNER OF LOT 2 (INCORRECTLY REFERRED TO AS LOT 21 IN DEED
THAT RECORDED FEBRUARY 15, 2005 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 20050017339) OF THE NORTHWEST FRACTIONAL QUARTER OF SAID SECTION
3; THENCE SOUTH 37 DEGREES 30’ EAST 66 CHAINS AND EIGHT LINKS
TO A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3, 52 CHAINS AND
SIXTY LINKS SOUTH OF THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 3;
AND THENCE SOUTH ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3 TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING.
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EXCEPTING THEREFROM THAT PORTION LYING OUTSIDE OF PLACER
COUNTY.
APNS: 026-061-001 AND 068 (PORTION)
PARCEL SIX:
THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTH HALF OF THE SOUTH HALF OF SECTION
3 IN TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B.&M.
APNS: 026-061-007 AND 051
PARCEL SEVEN:
THAT PARCEL OF LAND DESCRIBED IN DEED TO ALLAN Y. WU
RECORDED ON MARCH 4, 1991 IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY
RECORDER OF PLACER COUNTY ON DOCUMENT NUMBER 91-011403,
OFFICIAL RECORDS, BEING A PORTION OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 13
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, MOUNT DIABLO BASE AND MERIDIAN, PLACER
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
THE EAST ONE-HALF OF THE SOUTH ONE-HALF OF THE SOUTH ONEHALF OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, OF THE
MOUNT DIABLO BASE AND MERIDiAN.
APN: 026-061-068 (PORTION)
PARCEL EIGHT:
A 50’ NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS
APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS GRANTED TO
CAROL R. WULFF, ETAL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED IN BOOK 1806, AT
PAGE 243, ET SEQ, PLACER COUNTY OFFICIAL RECORDS, AS MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (B), AT PAGE 244 OF SAID
iNSTRUMENT.
PARCEL NINE:
A 50’ NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS
APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS GRANTED TO
CAROL R. WULFF, ET AL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED IN BOOK, 1806, AT
PAGE 243, ET SEQ, PLACER COUNTY OFFICIAL RECORDS, AS MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (A) AT PAGE 244 OF SAID
I NSTRUMENT.
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PARCEL TEN:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT 50 FEET IN WIDTH FOR INGRESS AND
EGRESS APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS
GRANTED TO CAROL R. WULFF, ET AL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED ON
APRIL 25, 1977, IN BOOK 1832, AT PAGE 385, PLACER COUNTY OFFICIAL
RECORDS.
PARCEL ELEVEN:
AN EASEMENT 50 FEET IN WIDTH APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND
SEVEN ABOVE OVER AN EXISTING ROADWAY LOCATED IN THE WEST
HALF OF SECTION 10, THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 10, AND
THE WEST HALF OF SECTION 11, ALL IN TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7
EAST, M.D.B.& M., THE CENTERLINE OF SAID EASEMENT BEING
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 10 FROM
WHICH THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 10 BEARS NORTH
00 DEGREES 10’06” WEST 2133.23 FEET; THENCE FROM SAID POINT OF
BEGINNING FOLLOWING ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF AN EXISTING
ROADWAY THE FOLLOWING COURSES AND DISTANCES: SOUTH 64
DEGREES 38’04” EAST 231.43 FEET; SOUTH 45 DEGREES 4310” EAST
42644 FEET; SOUTH 69 DEGREES 45’45” EAST 286.51; NORTH 53
DEGREES 59’lO” EAST 438.84 FEET; SOUTH 77 DEGREES 52’03” EAST
303.33 FEET; SOUTH 70 DEGREES 21’OZ” EAST 203.08 FEET; SOUTH 59
DEGREES 39’03” EAST 193.48 FEET; SOUTH 75 DEGREES 57’57” EAST
203.25 FEET; SOUTH 83 DEGREES 37’59” EAST 275.43 FEET; SOUTH 83
DEGREES 11’57” EAST 580.80 FEET; SOUTH 88 DEGREES 14’OZ” EAST
913.74 FEET; NORTH 53 DEGREES 3428” EAST 156.51 FEET; NORTH 61
DEGREES 2416” EAST 566.00 FEET; NORTH 48 DEGREES 27’58” EAST
370.45 FEET; NORTH 62 DEGREES 00’58” EAST 243.94 FEET; NORTH 65
DEGREES 03’28” EAST 258.89 FEET; SOUTH 77 DEGREES 10’OZ” EAST
258.05 FEET; SOUTH 50 DEGREES 56’52” EAST 579.20 FEET; SOUTH 22
DEGREES 21’03” WEST 221.03 FEET; SOUTH 44 DEGREES 0857” EAST
168.60 FEET; SOUTH 61 DEGREES 16’46” EAST 152.83 FEET; SOUTH 88
DEGREES 31’02” EAST 329.19 FEET; NORTH 74 DEGREES 40’08” EAST
168.46 FEET; SOUTH 83 DEGREES 12’09” EAST 209.37 FEET; SOUTH 58
DEGREES 39’39” EAST 205.29 FEET; SOUTH 21 DEGREES 32’49” EAST
414.40 FEET; SOUTH 13 DEGREES 18’24” EAST 268.18 FEET: TO THE END
OF THE EASEMENT HEREIN DESCRIBED AS GRANTED IN DEED
RECORDED MARCH 24, 1995 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 95-014536.
SAID EASEMENT BEING THE SAME EASEMENT DESCRIBED FIRST IN
EXHIBITS A, B, AND C OF THE PARCEL MAP WAIVER NO. P73170W
RECORDED APRIL 8, 1980 IN BOOK 2245, PAGE 218 OFFICIAL RECORDS.
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PARCEL 1WELVE:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS AS GRANTED
IN EASEMENT DEEDS RECORDED FEBRUARY 3, 2005 AS INSTRUMENT
NO. 2005-0013289 AND JUNE 24, 2005 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 2005-0081 571
OFFICIAL RECORDS.
PARCEL THIRTEEN:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR A ROADWAY AND UTILITIES OVER
LAND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
A PORTION OF THAT TRACT OF LAND GRANTED TO FLORENCE P.C.
FANG ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2003 RECORDED AS DOCUMENT NO. 20030158548, OFFICIAL RECORDS OF PLACER COUNTY, LOCATED IN SECTION
10, TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.M., DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
A STRIP OF LAND 50 FOOT WIDE LYING 25 FEET EACH SIDE OF THE
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE:
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE NORTHERLY LINE OF THE ABOVE
DESCRIBED TRACT OF LAND, FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING THE
NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 10 BEARS SOUTH 89 DEGREES
17 MINUTES 05 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 1720.62 FEET; THENCE
ALONG SAID PROPOSED CENTERLINE SOUTH 33 DEGREES 40 MINUTES
30 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 410.06 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE
ARC OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE LEFT, CONCAVE NORTHEASTERLY,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 10 DEGREES
15 MINUTES 40 SECONDS A LENGTH OF 107.45 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 38 DEGREES 48 MINUTES 20 SECONDS EAST A
DISTANCE OF 107.31 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 43 DEGREES 56 MINUTES 10
SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 173.76 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC
OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE SOUTHWESTERLY,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 12 DEGREES
41 MINUTES 32 SECONDS, A LEGNTH OF 132.91 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 37 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 24 SECONDS EAST A
DISTANCE OF 132.64 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 31 DEGREES 14 MINUTES 38
SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 265.49 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC
OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE LEFT, CONCAVE NORTHEASTERLY,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 1010.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 15 DEGREES
16 MINUTES 41 SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 269.32 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 38 DEGREES 52 MINUTES 58 SECONDS EAST A
DISTANCE OF 268.52 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A REVERSE
CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE WESTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF
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250.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 46 DEGREES 39 MINUTES 20
SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 203.57 FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 23
DEGREES 11 MINUTES 38 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 198.00 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 08 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST A
DISTANCE OF 119.96 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A TANGENT
CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE WESTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF
600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 16 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 55
SECONDS A LENGTH OF 168.06 FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 08
DEGREES 09 MINUTES 30 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 167.51 FEET;
THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A REVERSE CURVE TO THE LEFT,
CONCAVE EASTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF 800.00 FEET, A CENTRAL
ANGLE OF 23 DEGREES 37 MINUTES 44 SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 329.92
FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 04 DEGREES 22 MINUTES 05
SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 327.59 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 07
DEGREES 26 MINUTES 47 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 475.59 FEET
TO THE CENTERLINE OF AN EXISTING 50 FOOT WIDE ROADWAY AND
PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT AS RECORDED IN BOOK 2245, AT PAGE 218,
OFFICIAL RECORDS OF PLACER COUNTY.
THE SIDELINES OF SAID 50 FOOT WIDE STRIP OF LAND ARE TO BE
LENGTHENED OR SHORTENED AS NECESSARY TO TERMINATE AT SAID
NORTHERLY BOUNDARY AND THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF SAID EXISTING

ROADWAY AND PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT.
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June 9, 2011
EXHIBIT ‘E-1’
All that portion of the tract of land shown and designated as Resultant Lot I in the Grant Deed
recorded in Document No. 2006-0137295, Official Records of Placer County, and all that portion
of the tract of land shown and designated as Resultant Lot 2 in the Grant Deed recorded in
Document No. 2006-0137296, Official Records of Placer County, located in Section 1,
Township 13 North, Range 7 East, M.D.M., Placer County, California, being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at the southerly most corner of the above described Resultant Lot 1; thence from the
Point of Beginning, North 80°35’35” West along the southerly line of said Resultant Lot 1 for a
distance of 57.82 feet; thence leaving said southerly line for the following nineteen (19)
consecutive courses and distances:
1. North 02°16’Ol” West for a distance of 217.9$ feet,
2. North 05°35’02” East for a distance of 290.51 feet,
3. North 08°05’12” East for a distance of 178.80 feet,
4. along the arc of a tangent curve to the right having a radius of 300.00 feet, a central angle
of 34°50’55”, a length of 182.47 feet, and a chord bearing North 25030l40 East for a
distance of 179.67 feet,
5. North 47°03’53” West for a distance of 25.00 feet,
6. along the arc of a non-tangent curve to the right having a radius of 325.00 feet, a central
angle of 6°2237”, a length of 36.17 feet. and a chord bearing North 46°07’26” East for a
distance of 36.15 feet,
7. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 1475.00 feet, a central angle of
9°0913”, a length of 235.65 feet, and a chord bearing North 53°53’21” East for a distance
of 235.40 feet,
8. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 250.00 feet, a central angle of
32°56’15”, a length of 143.72 feet, and a chord bearing North 74°56’05” East for a
distance of 141.75 feet,
9. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 1200.00 feet, a central angle of
80351501, a length of 180.06 feet, and a chord bearing South 84°17’53”
East for a distance
of 179.89 feet,
10. along the arc of a reverse curve having a radius of 100.00 feet, a central angle of
6401614211, a length of 112.19 feet, and a chord bearing North 67°51’41” East for a
distance of 106.40 feet,
11. North 35°43’20” East for a distance of 7.95 feet,
12. along the arc of a tangent curve to the right having a radius of 150.00 feet, a central angle
of 150032011, a length of 39.42 feet, and a chord bearing North 430l5b00 East for a
distance of 39.30 feet.
13. North 50°46’40” East for a distance of 98.86 feet,
14. along the arc of a tangent curve to the left having a radius of 600.00 feet, a central angle
of 24°48’2g”, a length of 259.79 feet, and a chord bearing North 3$°2226” East for a
distance of 257.76 feet,
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15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

North 14°43’33” East for a distance of 157.44 feet,
North 10°52’09” East for a distance of 332.74 feet,
North I 1°52’38” West for a distance of 239.22 feet,
North 14°02’31” East for a distance of 179.00 feet and
North 54°3 1 ‘40” East for a distance of 244.68 feet to a point on the northerly line of the
above described Resultant Lot 2;
thence North 88°46’36” East along the northerly line of said Resultant Lot 2 for a distance of
88.84 feet; thence leaving said northerly line for the following nineteen (19) consecutive
courses and distances:
1. South 54°31’40” West for a distance of 299.68 feet,
2. South 14°02’31” West for a distance of 149.06 feet,
3. South I 1°52’38” East for a distance of 237.77 feet,
4. South 1 0°52’09” West for a distance of 344.48 feet,
5. South 14°43’33” West for a distance of 166.15 feet,
6. South 27°02’55” West for a distance of 166.54 feet,
7. along the arc of a tangent curve to the right having a radius of 200.00 feet, a central angle
of 35°34’04”, a length of 124.15 feet, and a chord bearing South 44°49’57 West for a
distance of 122.17 feet,
8. South 62°36’59” West for a distance of 81.59 feet,
9. along the arc of a tangent curve to the left having a radius of 100.00 feet, a central angle
of 26°53’39”, a length of 46.94 feet, and a chord bearing South 49°10’09” West for a
distance of 46.51 feet,
10. South 35°43’20” West for a distance of 70.33 feet,
ii. along the arc of a tangent curve to the right having a radius of 125.00 feet, a central angle
of 37°16’56”, a length of 81.34 feet, and a chord bearing South 54°21’48” West for a
distance of 79.91 feet,
12. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 200.00 feet, a central angle of
43°0020”, a length of 150.12 feet, and a chord bearing North 85°29’34” West for a
distance of 146.62 feet,
13. along the arc of a reverse curve having a radius of 175.00 feet, a central angle of
57°32’37”, a length of 175.76 feet, and a chord bearing South 87°14’17” West for a
distance of 168.46 feet,
14. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 1400.00 feet, a central angle of
9°09’l3’ a length of 223.66 feet, and a chord bearing South 53°5321” West for a
distance of 223 .43 feet,
15. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 250.00 feet, a central angle of
41°13’31”, a length of 179.88 feet, and a chord bearing South 28°41’59” West for a
distance of 176.02 feet,
16. South 08°05’ 12” West for a distance of 177.71 feet,
17. South 05°35’02” West for a distance of 286.10 feet,
18. along the arc of a tangent curve to the left having a radius of 50.00 feet, a central angle of
44°02’33”, a length of 38.43 feet, and a chord bearing South 16°26’14” East for a distance
of 37.50 feet and
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19. South 38°27’31” East for a distance of 127.44 feet to a point on the above described
southerly line;
thence South 39°33’24” West along said southerly line for a distance of 116.65 feet to the Point
of Beginning.
Containing an area of 190,799 square feet (4.38 acres), more or less.
The meridian of this survey is identical to that used for the above described documents.
The above description is shown on Exhibit ‘E’ attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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APNS: 026-061-001 AND 068 (PORTION)
PARCEL SIX:
THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTH HALF OF THE SOUTH HALF OF SECTION
3 IN TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B.&M.
APNS: 026-061-007 AND 051
PARCEL SEVEN:
THAT PARCEL OF LAND DESCRIBED IN DEED TO ALLAN Y. WU
RECORDED ON MARCH 4, 1991 IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY
RECORDER OF PLACER COUNTY ON DOCUMENT NUMBER 91-011403,
OFFICIAL RECORDS, BEING A PORTION OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 13
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, MOUNT DIABLO BASE AND MERIDIAN, PLACER
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
THE EAST ONE-HALF OF THE SOUTH ONE-HALF OF THE SOUTH ONEHALF OF SECTiON 3, TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, OF THE
MOUNT DIABLO BASE AND MERIDIAN.
APN: 026-061-068 (PORTION)
PARCEL EIGHT:
A 50’ NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS
APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS GRANTED TO
CAROL R. WULFF, ETAL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED IN BOOK 1806, AT
PAGE 243, El SEQ, PLACER COUNTY OFFICIAL RECORDS, AS MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (B), AT PAGE 244 OF SAID
INSTRUMENT.
PARCEL NINE:
A 50’ NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS
APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS GRANTED TO
CAROL R. WULFF, ETAL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED IN BOOK, 1806, AT
PAGE 243, ET SEQ, PLACER COUNTY OFFICiAL RECORDS, AS MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (A) AT PAGE 244 OF SAID
INSTRUMENT.
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PARCEL TEN:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT 50 FEET IN WIDTH FOR INGRESS AND
EGRESS APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS
GRANTED TO CAROL R. WULFF, ET AL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED ON
APRIL 25, 1977, IN BOOK 1832, AT PAGE 385, PLACER COUNTY OFFICIAL
RECORDS.
PARCEL ELEVEN:
AN EASEMENT 50 FEET IN WIDTH APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND
SEVEN ABOVE OVER AN EXISTING ROADWAY LOCATED IN THE WEST
HALF OF SECTION 10, THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 10, AND
THE WEST HALF OF SECTION 11, ALL IN TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7
EAST, M.D.B.& M., THE CENTERLINE OF SAID EASEMENT BEING
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 10 FROM
WHICH THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 10 BEARS NORTH
00 DEGREES 10’06” WEST 2133.23 FEET; THENCE FROM SAID POINT OF
BEGINNING FOLLOWING ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF AN EXISTING
ROADWAY THE FOLLOWING COURSES AND DISTANCES: SOUTH 64
DEGREES 38’04” EAST 231.43 FEET; SOUTH 45 DEGREES 43’lO” EAST
426.44 FEET; SOUTH 69 DEGREES 45’45” EAST 286.51; NORTH 53
DEGREES 59’lO” EAST 438.84 FEET; SOUTH 77 DEGREES 52’03” EAST
303.33 FEET; SOUTH 70 DEGREES 21’07” EAST 203.08 FEET; SOUTH 59
DEGREES 39’03” EAST 193.48 FEET; SOUTH 75 DEGREES 57’57” EAST
203.25 FEET; SOUTH 83 DEGREES 37’59” EAST 275.43 FEET; SOUTH 83
DEGREES I 1’57” EAST 580.80 FEET; SOUTH 88 DEGREES 14’OZ” EAST
913.74 FEET; NORTH 53 DEGREES 34’28” EAST 156.51 FEET; NORTH 61
DEGREES 24’16” EAST 566.00 FEET; NORTH 48 DEGREES 27’58” EAST
370.45 FEET; NORTH 62 DEGREES 00’58” EAST 243.94 FEET; NORTH 65
DEGREES 03’28” EAST 258.89 FEET; SOUTH 77 DEGREES 10’OZ” EAST
258.05 FEET; SOUTH 50 DEGREES 56’52” EAST 579.20 FEET; SOUTH 22
DEGREES 21 ‘03” WEST 221.03 FEET; SOUTH 44 DEGREES 08’57” EAST
168.60 FEET; SOUTH 61 DEGREES 16’46” EAST 152.83 FEET; SOUTH 88
DEGREES 31’02” EAST 329.19 FEET; NORTH 74 DEGREES 40’08” EAST
168.46 FEET; SOUTH 83 DEGREES 12’09” EAST 209.37 FEET; SOUTH 58
DEGREES 39’39” EAST 205.29 FEET; SOUTH 21 DEGREES 32’49” EAST
414.40 FEET: SOUTH 13 DEGREES 18’24” EAST 268.18 FEET; TO THE END
OF THE EASEMENT HEREIN DESCRIBED AS GRANTED IN DEED
RECORDED MARCH 24, 1995 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 95-014536.
SAID EASEMENT BEING THE SAME EASEMENT DESCRIBED FIRST IN
EXHIBITS A, B, AND C OF THE PARCEL MAP WAIVER NO. P73170W
RECORDED APRIL 8, 1980 IN BOOK 2245, PAGE 218 OFFICIAL RECORDS.
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PARCEL TWELVE:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS AS GRANTED
IN EASEMENT DEEDS RECORDED FEBRUARY 3, 2005 AS INSTRUMENT
NO. 2005-001 3289 AND JUNE 24, 2005 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 2005-0081571
OFFICIAL RECORDS.
PARCEL THIRTEEN:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR A ROADWAY AND UTILITIES OVER
LAND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
A PORTION OF THAT TRACT OF LAND GRANTED TO FLORENCE P.C.
FANG ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2003 RECORDED AS DOCUMENT NO. 200301 58548, OFFICIAL RECORDS OF PLACER COUNTY, LOCATED IN SECTION
10, TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.M., DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
A STRIP OF LAND 50 FOOT WIDE LYING 25 FEET EACH SIDE OF THE
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE:
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE NORTHERLY LINE OF THE ABOVE
DESCRIBED TRACT OF LAND, FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING THE
NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 10 BEARS SOUTH 89 DEGREES
17 MINUTES 05 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 1720.62 FEET; THENCE
ALONG SAID PROPOSED CENTERLINE SOUTH 33 DEGREES 40 MINUTES
30 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 410.06 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE
ARC OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE LEFT, CONCAVE NORTHEASTERLY,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 10 DEGREES
15 MINUTES 40 SECONDS A LENGTH OF 107.45 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 38 DEGREES 48 MINUTES 20 SECONDS EAST A
DISTANCE OF 107.31 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 43 DEGREES 56 MINUTES 10
SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 173.76 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC
OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE SOUTHWESTERLY,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 12 DEGREES
41 MINUTES 32 SECONDS, A LEGNTH OF 132.91 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 37 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 24 SECONDS EAST A
DISTANCE OF 132.64 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 31 DEGREES 14 MINUTES 38
SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 265.49 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC
OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE LEFT, CONCAVE NORTHEASTERLY,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 1010.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 15 DEGREES
16 MINUTES 41 SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 269.32 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 38 DEGREES 52 MINUTES 58 SECONDS EAST A
DISTANCE OF 266.52 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A REVERSE
CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE WESTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF

0 \Legal dcc (7/2002)

250.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 46 DEGREES 39 MINUTES 20
SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 203.57 FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 23
DEGREES 11 MINUTES 38 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 198.00 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 08 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST A
DISTANCE OF 119.96 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A TANGENT
CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE WESTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF
600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 16 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 55
SECONDS A LENGTH OF 168.06 FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 08
DEGREES 09 MINUTES 30 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 167.51 FEET;
THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A REVERSE CURVE TO THE LEFT,
CONCAVE EASTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF 800.00 FEET, A CENTRAL
ANGLE OF 23 DEGREES 37 MINUTES 44 SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 329.92
FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 04 DEGREES 22 MINUTES 05
SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 327.59 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 07
DEGREES 26 MINUTES 47 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 475.59 FEET
TO THE CENTERLINE OF AN EXISTING 50 FOOT WIDE ROADWAY AND
PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT AS RECORDED IN BOOK 2245, AT PAGE 218,
OFFICIAL RECORDS OF PLACER COUNTY.
THE SIDELINES OF SAID 50 FOOT WIDE STRIP OF LAND ARE TO BE
LENGTHENED OR SHORTENED AS NECESSARY TO TERMINATE AT SAID
NORTHERLY BOUNDARY AND THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF SAID EXISTING
ROADWAY AND PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT.
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EXHIBIT “D”
(TO GRANT OF EASEMENT AND EASEMENT USE AGREEMENT)
(COUNTY CONSERVATION EASEMENT)

THE LAND DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SITUATED IN THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF PLACER, UNINCORPORATED AREA, AND IS
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
PARCEL ONE:
THOSE PORTIONS OF SECTIONS 25, 35 AND 36, TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH,
RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B. & M., THAT LiE SOUTHEASTERLY OF THE
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE:
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 35; THENCE
NORTHEASTERLY IN A DIRECT LINE TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID
SECTION 36; THENCE CONTINUING IN A DIRECT LINE NORTHEASTERLY
TO THE EAST ONE-QUARTER CORNER OF SAID SECTION 25.
APNS: 026-020-012 AND 013
PARCEL TWO:
THOSE PORTIONS OF SECTIONS 25, 35 AND 36, TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH,
RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B.& M., WHICH ARE BOUNDED AS FOLLOWS:
ON THE NORTHWEST BY THE CENTER LINE OF THE BEAR RIVER; ON THE
EAST BY THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 25; ON THE SOUTHEAST BY A
LINE DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 35; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY IN A DIRECT
LINE TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF
THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 36; THENCE CONTINUING
IN A DIRECT LINE NORTHEASTERLY TO THE EAST ONE-QUARTER (1/4)
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 25; AND ON THE WEST BY THE WEST LINE OF
SAID SECTION 35.
EXCEPTING THEREFROM THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 36.
ALSO EXCEPTING THEREFROM ALL THAT PORTION OF THE SOUTHWEST
QUARTER (1/4) OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (1/4) OF SECTION 25,
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TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST1 M.D.B. & M., WHICH LIES IN
PLACER COUNTY.
APNS: 026-020-009 AND 011
PARCEL THREE:
THAT PORTION OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST1
DESCRIBED AS BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID
SECTiON 3; THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE EAST LINE THEREOF 52.60
CHAINS; THENCE NORTH 37 DEGREES 30 MINUTES WEST 66.08 CHAINS
TO THE NORTH ONE-QUARTER CORNER OF SECTION 3; THENCE EAST
ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SECTION 3, A DISTANCE OF 40 CHAINS TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
APN: 026-061-003
PARCEL FOUR:
EASEMENTS FOR INGRESS, EGRESS AND UTILITIES APPURTENANT TO
PARCELS ONE THROUGH THREE ABOVE AS SET FORTH AND DESCRIBED
IN THOSE CERTAIN DEEDS RECORDED JUNE 19, 1998, AS INSTRUMENT
NO, 98-0047099, 98-00471 00, 98-0047102, AND 98-0047103, OFFICIAL
RECORDS, AND AS AMENDED BY AN INSTRUMENT RECORDED APRIL 6,
2000 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 2000-0023218
PARCEL FIVE:
BEGINNING AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE NORTHEAST
QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 13
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B.& M., AND RUNNING THENCE WEST ON
THE LINE DIVIDING THE SOUTH HALF OF SAID SECTION 3 INTO NORTH
AND SOUTH HALVES TO THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3; THENCE
NORTH ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3, TO THE
NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 3; THENCE EAST ALONG THE
TOWNSHIP LINE, THE SAME BEING THE NORTH SECTION LINE OF SAID
SECTION 3 TO THE POINT BEING COINCIDENT WITH THE NORTHEAST
CORNER OF LOT 2 (INCORRECTLY REFERRED TO AS LOT 21 IN DEED
THAT RECORDED FEBRUARY 15, 2005 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 200500 17339) OF THE NORTHWEST FRACTIONAL QUARTER OF SAID SECTION
3; THENCE SOUTH 37 DEGREES 30’ EAST 66 CHAINS AND EIGHT LINKS
TO A POINT ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3, 52 CHAINS AND
SIXTY LINKS SOUTH OF THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 3;
AND THENCE SOUTH ON THE EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 3 TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING.
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EXCEPTING THEREFROM THAT PORTION LYING OUTSIDE OF PLACER
COUNTY.
APNS: 026-061-001 AND 068 (PORTION)
PARCEL SIX:
THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTH HALF OF THE SOUTH HALF OF SECTION
3 IN TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.B.&M.
APNS: 026-061-007 AND 051
PARCEL SEVEN:
THAT PARCEL OF LAND DESCRIBED IN DEED TO ALLAN Y. WU
RECORDED ON MARCH 4, 1991 IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY
RECORDER OF PLACER COUNTY ON DOCUMENT NUMBER 91-011403,
OFFICIAL RECORDS, BEING A PORTION OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 13
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, MOUNT DIABLO BASE AND MERIDIAN, PLACER
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA AND BEING MORE PARTiCULARLY DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
THE EAST ONE-HALF OF THE SOUTH ONE-HALF OF THE SOUTH ONEHALF OF SECTION 3, TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, OF THE
MOUNT DIABLO BASE AND MERIDIAN.
APN: 026-061-068 (PORTION)
PARCEL EIGHT:
A 50’ NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS
APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS GRANTED TO
CAROL R. WULFF, ET AL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED IN BOOK 1806, AT
PAGE 243, ET SEQ, PLACER COUNTY OFFICIAL RECORDS, AS MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (B), AT PAGE 244 OF SAID
iNSTRUMENT.
PARCEL NINE:
A 50’ NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS
APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS GRANTED TO
CAROL R. WULFF, ET AL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED IN BOOK, 1806, AT
PAGE 243, ET SEQ, PLACER COUNTY OFFICIAL RECORDS, AS MORE
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (A) AT PAGE 244 OF SAID
INSTRUMENT.
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PARCEL TEN:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT 50 FEET IN WIDTH FOR INGRESS AND
EGRESS APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND SEVEN ABOVE AS
GRANTED TO CAROL R. WULFF, ET AL, IN INSTRUMENT RECORDED ON
APRIL 25, 1977, IN BOOK 1832, AT PAGE 385, PLACER COUNTY OFFICIAL
RECORDS.
PARCEL ELEVEN:
AN EASEMENT 50 FEET IN WtDTH APPURTENANT TO PARCELS SIX AND
SEVEN ABOVE OVER AN EXISTING ROADWAY LOCATED IN THE WEST
HALF OF SECTION 10, THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 10, AND
THE WEST HALF OF SECTION 11, ALL IN TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7
EAST, M.D.B.& M., THE CENTERLINE OF SAID EASEMENT BEING
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 10 FROM
WHICH THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 10 BEARS NORTH
00 DEGREES 10’06” WEST 2133.23 FEET; THENCE FROM SAID POINT OF
BEGINNING FOLLOWING ALONG THE CENTERLINE OF AN EXISTING
ROADWAY THE FOLLOWING COURSES AND DISTANCES: SOUTH 64
DEGREES 38’04” EAST 231.43 FEET; SOUTH 45 DEGREES 4310” EAST
426.44 FEET; SOUTH 69 DEGREES 45’45” EAST 286.51; NORTH 53
DEGREES 59’lO” EAST 438.84 FEET; SOUTH 77 DEGREES 52’03” EAST
303.33 FEET; SOUTH 70 DEGREES 21’Of” EAST 203.08 FEET; SOUTH 59
DEGREES 39’03” EAST 193.48 FEET; SOUTH 75 DEGREES 57’57” EAST
203.25 FEET; SOUTH 83 DEGREES 37’59” EAST 275.43 FEET; SOUTH 83
DEGREES 1 1’57” EAST 580.80 FEET; SOUTH 88 DEGREES 14’OZ” EAST
913.74 FEET; NORTH 53 DEGREES 3428” EAST 156.51 FEET; NORTH 61
DEGREES 24’16” EAST 566.00 FEET; NORTH 48 DEGREES 27’58” EAST
370.45 FEET; NORTH 62 DEGREES 00’58” EAST 243.94 FEET; NORTH 65
DEGREES 03’28” EAST 258.89 FEET; SOUTH 77 DEGREES 10’OZ” EAST
258.05 FEET; SOUTH 50 DEGREES 56’52” EAST 579.20 FEET; SOUTH 22
DEGREES 21’03” WEST 221.03 FEET; SOUTH 44 DEGREES 08’SZ” EAST
168.60 FEET; SOUTH 61 DEGREES 16’46” EAST 152.83 FEET; SOUTH 88
DEGREES 31’02” EAST 329.19 FEET; NORTH 74 DEGREES 40’08” EAST
168.46 FEET; SOUTH 83 DEGREES 12’09” EAST 209.37 FEET; SOUTH 58
DEGREES 39’39” EAST 205.29 FEET; SOUTH 21 DEGREES 32’49” EAST
414.40 FEET; SOUTH 13 DEGREES 1824” EAST 268.18 FEET; TO THE END
OF THE EASEMENT HEREIN DESCRIBED AS GRANTED IN DEED
RECORDED MARCH 24, 1995 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 95-014536.
SAID EASEMENT BEING THE SAME EASEMENT DESCRIBED FIRST IN
EXHIBITS A, B, AND C OF THE PARCEL MAP WAIVER NO. P73170W
RECORDED APRIL 8, 1980 IN BOOK 2245, PAGE 218 OFFICIAL RECORDS.
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PARCEL ]WELVE:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS AND EGRESS AS GRANTED
IN EASEMENT DEEDS RECORDED FEBRUARY 3, 2005 AS INSTRUMENT
NO. 2005-0013289 AND JUNE 24, 2005 AS INSTRUMENT NO. 2005-0081571
OFFICIAL RECORDS.
PARCEL THIRTEEN:
A NON-EXCLUSIVE EASEMENT FOR A ROADWAY AND UTILITIES OVER
LAND DESCRiBED AS FOLLOWS:
A PORTION OF THAT TRACT OF LAND GRANTED TO FLORENCE P.C.
FANG ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2003 RECORDED AS DOCUMENT NO. 20030158548, OFFICIAL RECORDS OF PLACER COUNTY, LOCATED IN SECTION
10, TOWNSHIP 13 NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST, M.D.M., DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:
A STRIP OF LAND 50 FOOT WIDE LYING 25 FEET EACH SIDE OF THE
FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LINE:
BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE NORTHERLY LINE OF THE ABOVE
DESCRIBED TRACT OF LAND, FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING THE
NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID SECTION 10 BEARS SOUTH 89 DEGREES
17 MINUTES 05 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 1720.62 FEET; THENCE
ALONG SAID PROPOSED CENTERLINE SOUTH 33 DEGREES 40 MINUTES
30 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 410.06 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE
ARC OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE LEFT, CONCAVE NORTHEASTERLY,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 10 DEGREES
15 MINUTES 40 SECONDS A LENGTH OF 107.45 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 38 DEGREES 48 MINUTES 20 SECONDS EAST A
DISTANCE OF 107.31 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 43 DEGREES 56 MINUTES 10
SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 173.76 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC
OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE SOUTHWESTERLY,
HAVING A RADIUS OF 600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 12 DEGREES
41 MINUTES 32 SECONDS, A LEGNTH OF 132.91 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 37 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 24 SECONDS EAST A
DISTANCE OF 132.64 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 31 DEGREES 14 MINUTES 38
SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 265.49 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC
OF A TANGENT CURVE TO THE LEFT, CONCAVE NORTHEASTERLY,
HAViNG A RADIUS OF 1010.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 15 DEGREES
16 MINUTES 41 SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 269.32 FEET AND A CHORD
BEARING SOUTH 38 DEGREES 52 MINUTES 58 SECONDS EAST A
DISTANCE OF 268.52 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A REVERSE
CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE WESTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF
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250.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 46 DEGREES 39 MINUTES 20
SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 203.57 FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 23
DEGREES 11 MINUTES 38 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 198.00 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 08 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST A
DISTANCE OF 119.96 FEET; THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A TANGENT
CURVE TO THE RIGHT, CONCAVE WESTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF
600.00 FEET, A CENTRAL ANGLE OF 16 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 55
SECONDS A LENGTH OF 168.06 FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 08
DEGREES 09 MINUTES 30 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 167.51 FEET;
THENCE ALONG THE ARC OF A REVERSE CURVE TO THE LEFT,
CONCAVE EASTERLY, HAVING A RADIUS OF 800.00 FEET, A CENTRAL
ANGLE OF 23 DEGREES 37 MINUTES 44 SECONDS, A LENGTH OF 329.92
FEET AND A CHORD BEARING SOUTH 04 DEGREES 22 MINUTES 05
SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 327.59 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 07
DEGREES 26 MINUTES 47 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 475.59 FEET
TO THE CENTERLINE OF AN EXISTING 50 FOOT WIDE ROADWAY AND
PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT AS RECORDED IN BOOK 2245, AT PAGE 218,
OFFICIAL RECORDS OF PLACER COUNTY.
THE SIDELINES OF SAID 50 FOOT WIDE STRIP OF LAND ARE TO BE
LENGTHENED OR SHORTENED AS NECESSARY TO TERMINATE AT SAID
NORTHERLY BOUNDARY AND THE NORTH BOUNDARY OF SAID EXISTING
ROADWAY AND PUBLIC UTILITY EASEMENT.
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June 9, 2011
EXHIBIT ‘E-1’
All that portion of the tract of land shown and designated as Resultant Lot 1 in the Grant Deed
recorded in Document No. 2006-0137295, Official Records of Placer County, and all that portion
of the tract of land shown and designated as Resultant Lot 2 in the Grant Deed recorded in
Document No. 2006-0137296, Official Records of Placer County, located in Section 1,
Township 13 North, Range 7 East, M.D.M., Placer County, California, being more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at the southerly most corner of the above described Resultant Lot 1; thence from the
Point of Beginning, North 80°35’35” West along the southerly line of said Resultant Lot I for a
distance of 57.82 feet; thence leaving said southerly line for the following nineteen (19)
consecutive courses and distances:
I. North 02°16’Ol” West for a distance of 217.98 feet,
2. North 05°35’02” East for a distance of 290.51 feet,
3. North 08°05’12” East for a distance of 178.80 feet,
4. along the arc of a tangent curve to the right having a radius of 300.00 feet, a central angle
of 34o5ot55t a length of 182.47 feet, and a chord bearing North 25°30’40” East for a
distance of 179.67 feet,
5. North 47°03’53” West for a distance of 25.00 feet,
6. along the arc of a non-tangent curve to the right having a radius of 325.00 feet, a central
angle of 6°22’37”, a length of 36.17 feet, and a chord bearing North 46°07’26” East for a
distance of 36.15 feet,
7. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 1475.00 feet, a central angle of
9°09’13”, a length of 235.65 feet, and a chord bearing North 53°53’21” East for a distance
of 235.40 feet,
8. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 250.00 feet, a central angle of
32°56’15”, a length of 143.72 feet, and a chord bearing North 74°56’05” East for a
distance of 141.75 feet,
9. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 1200.00 feet, a central angle of
$°35’50”, a length of 180.06 feet, and a chord bearing South 84°17’53” East for a distance
of 179.89 feet,
10. along the arc of a reverse curve having a radius of 100.00 feet, a central angle of
64°1 6’42”, a length of 112.19 feet, and a chord bearing North 67°5 141” East for a
distance of 106.40 feet,
11. North 35°43’20” East for a distance of 7.95 feet,
12. along the arc of a tangent curve to the right having a radius of 150.00 feet, a central angle
of 15°03’20”, a length of 39.42 feet, and a chord bearing North 43°15’OO” East for a
distance of 39.30 feet,
13. North 50°46’40” East for a distance of 98.86 feet,
14. along the arc of a tangent curve to the left having a radius of 600.00 feet, a central angle
of 24°48’28”, a length of 259.79 feet, and a chord bearing North 38°2226” East for a
distance of 257.76 feet,
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15. North 14°43’33” East for a distance of 157.44 feet,
16. North 10°52’09” East for a distance of 33234 feet,
17. North I 1°52’38” West for a distance of 239.22 feet,
18. North 14°02’31” East for a distance of 179.00 feet and
19. North 54031 ‘40” East for a distance of 244.6$ feet to a point on the northerly line of the
above described Resultant Lot 2;
thence North 88°46’36” East along the northerly line of said Resultant Lot 2 for a distance of
88.84 feet; thence leaving said northerly line for the following nineteen (19) consecutive
courses and distances:
1. South 54°31’40” West for a distance of 299.68 feet,
2. South 14°02’31” West for a distance of 149.06 feet,
3. South 1 1°52’38” East for a distance of 237.77 feet,
4. South 10°52’09” West for a distance of 344.48 feet,
5. South 14°43’33” West for a distance of 166.15 feet,
6. South 27°02’55” West for a distance of 166.54 feet,
7. along the arc of a tangent curve to the right having a radius of 200.00 feet, a central angle
of 35°34’04”, a length of 124.15 feet, and a chord bearing South 44°49’57’ West for a
distance of 122.17 feet,
8. South 62°36’59” West for a distance of 81.59 feet,
9. along the arc of a tangent curve to the left having a radius of 100.00 feet, a central angle
of 26°53’39”, a length of 46.94 feet, and a chord bearing South 490l009 West for a
distance of 46.51 feet,
10. South 35°43’20” West for a distance of 70.33 feet,
ii. along the arc of a tangent curve to the right having a radius of 125.00 feet, a central angle
of 37°1656”, a length of 81.34 feet, and a chord bearing South 54°21’4$” West for a
distance of 79.91 feet,
12. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 200.00 feet, a central angle of
43°00’20”, a length of 150.12 feet, and a chord bearing North 85029134H West for a
distance of 146.62 feet,
13. along the arc of a reverse curve having a radius of 175.00 feet, a central angle of
57°32’37” a length of 175.76 feet, and a chord bearing South 87°14’17” West for a
distance of 168.46 feet,
14. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 1400.00 feet, a central angle of
9009t131! a length of 223.66 feet, and a chord bearing South 53°5321” West for a
distance of 223.43 feet,

15. along the arc of a compound curve having a radius of 250.00 feet, a central angle of
4l013I3l, a length of 179.8$ feet, and a chord bearing South 2$°4l’59” West for a
distance of 176.02 feet,
16. South 08°05’ 12” West for a distance of 177.71 feet,
17. South 05°35’02” West for a distance of 286.10 feet,
18. along the arc of a tangent curve to the left having a radius of 50.00 feet, a central angle of
44°02’33”, a length of 38.43 feet, and a chord bearing South 16°26’14” East for a distance
of 37.50 feet and
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19. South 38°27’31” East for a distance of 127.44 feet to a point on the above described
southerly line;
thence South 39°33’24” West along said southerly line for a distance of 116.65 feet to the Point
of Beginning.
Containing an area of 190,799 square feet (4.38 acres), more or less.
The meridian of this survey is identical to that used for the above described documents.
The above description is shown on Exhibit ‘E’ attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Cheryl Domnitch
Cindy Gustafson
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] Support for the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Sunday, February 21, 2021 6:21:20 PM

February 21, 2021
Ms. Cindy Gustafson
Placer County Supervisor, District 5
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn, CA 95603
RE:          Hidden Falls Expansion

Dear Ms. Gustafson:
My husband and I are regular visitors to Hidden Falls, both for hiking and for horse riding. It is
heavenly to have such a great and beautiful trail system that Placer County has provided for us so
close to our home. Every time we visit, I do not take for granted just how lucky we are to have such
a treasure in our community. There could be no better use for this additional land. We strongly
support the Hidden Falls Expansion Plan and we are looking forward to exploring new trails both on
foot and on horse.
As residents of Placer County District 5, we urge your support of the Hidden Falls Expansion. Thank
you for your consideration.
Regards,

Cheryl Domnitch and Larry Rosenthal
2791 Sierra Vista Lane
Meadow Vista, CA 95722
530-748-4305
cdomnitch@gmail.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Corinne Kaelin
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 11, 2021 6:41:28 AM

Hello,
Our family, Guido, Corinne and Siri Kaelin (living in Folsom CA) would like to express our
support for the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
Being an outdoorsy family, we love spending time outdoors and enjoying all the beauty
California has to offer.
Especially during the last year, with the pandemic, the outdoors have become even more
important, especially for our 11 year old daughter Siri.
Therefor we kindly ask you for your support with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
Thank you.
Regards,
Guido, Corinne and Siri Kaelin
logo

Corinne Kaelin Founder and CEO
support@dog-ibox.com |www.dog-ibox.com

Watch a webinar recording at your convenience and fulfill CEU requirements: Available Webinar
Recordings

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Craig Wilson
Jim Holmes
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Saturday, February 20, 2021 2:50:33 PM

Supervisor Holmes,
As a long-term resident of Placer County, I am requesting that you keep moving forward on
the Hidden Falls Expansion to finish what we started years ago. I have volunteered to help
build and maintain these trails and my family uses the park on a regular basis. Here are some
important points to consider in this decision:
Existing Trails and Facilities are Overcrowded: As frequent users of our region’s
trails, we experience first-hand the increased overcrowding of popular trailheads and
trails, especially at Hidden Falls Regional Park. The Trail Expansion Project is a unique
opportunity for Placer County to more than double the size of the Hidden Falls trail
network and provide public access to more than 2,500 acres of open-space, oak
woodland preserves owned by Placer Land Trust.
Hidden Falls is a Long-Term Commitment of Placer County: The vision for
Hidden Falls, originally called for by the Placer Legacy Citizen’s Advisory
Committee about 20 years ago, is an expansive preserve of oak woodlands, riparian
habitat and rangeland, with a network of publicly accessible trails that will enable our
community to experience the natural wonders of this iconic foothill landscape while
protecting its resource values and maintaining appropriate grazing.
Hidden Falls Today: The first phase of Hidden Falls Regional Park is 1,200 acres
purchased through two acquisitions by Placer County and the Trust for Public Land
during 2003 and 2004. Public openings of progressive stages of the Park occurred
during 2006 and 2013 as facilities were completed. The current Hidden Falls
Regional Park has 30 miles of multi-use trails, gorgeous waterfalls, and one major
trailhead with parking. Use of the Park grew rapidly and trails and parking were
congested during holidays and weekends to the point that visitors were sometimes
turned away before the present reservation system was implemented. The popularity
of the Park has exceeded all expectations!
Lessons Learned from First Phase of Hidden Falls: There is no doubt that the great
popularity of Hidden Falls led to some growing pains regarding parking, trailhead
facilities, and trail maintenance. Placer County, however, has learned important
lessons and regular users of the Park, as well as neighbors, report much improved
conditions. These “lesson’s learned” will lead to a smoother startup for the Trail
Expansion project.
Hidden Falls Expansion has been in the Works for a Long Time: For more than
15 years, Placer Land Trust has been working together with Placer County, the State
of California, foundations, private supporters, and willing landowners to acquire and
protect more than 2,500 acres of natural open space and rangeland north of the
existing Hidden Falls Regional Park, extending to the Bear River. Almost $15
million of public and private funds have been invested to acquire and permanently
protect these lands in several interconnected Land Trust preserves. Placer County has
contributed over $7 million to assist with acquisition of land and trail easements. The
Board of Supervisors approved each acquisition through the normal public process,
and each includes an agreement between the County and the Land Trust to
collaborate on providing public trail access.
The Tax-Paying Public Deserves Access to Trails Through the Land Trust
Preserves: The Hidden Falls Trail Expansion will ultimately add about 30 miles of
multi-use public trails through more than 2500 acres of undeveloped blue oak
woodlands and rangelands within the Raccoon Creek and Bear River watersheds.
The Expansion project will largely use existing trails and ranch roads on Land Trust
preserves, including new trails built by the Land Trust over the past several years.

Currently, these trails and preserves are accessible to the public only through
monthly docent-led hikes, greatly limiting public use and enjoyment. The County has
made a major investment of public funds, with enthusiastic public support, to gain
public access to these preserves—following through with public access is essential.
The Final EIR Shows Few Significant Impacts: The Environmental Impact Report
for full build-out of the Trail Expansion Project as originally proposed, which would
include three new trailheads, more than 350 new parking spaces, and 30 miles of
trail, concluded that all but a few potential impacts would be less than significant.
Fire officials approved plans for wildfire mitigation and evacuation and traffic
engineers approved the adequacy of area roads.
Fire Risk Exaggerated by Opponents: Cal Fire data do not show use of nonmotorized trails as a significant fire risk. In fact, Cal Fire data show that there is
greater risk of starting a fire with common ranch activities, such as vehicle use,
equipment such as chainsaws, and debris burning. Fire officials have stated that the
Hidden Falls Expansion Project will enhance wildfire response.
Trail Recreation and Livestock Grazing have been Proven
Compatible: Opponents fear that trail recreation and livestock grazing will not be
compatible and that agriculture will suffer. However, there are examples throughout
California, including East Bay Regional Parks, City of San Luis Obispo and several
more, where there have been years of uneventful coexistence of multi-use trails
through open rangeland with no major ill-effects on livestock or trail users.
Recreation and agriculture can successfully coexist and both are critical to our
region’s economy.
The Proposed Compromise Addresses Neighborhood Concerns, While Still
Providing Public Access: In response to public comment, economics, and other
factors not evaluated in the EIR, County Parks has proposed a Reduced Project as a
compromise between (1) the full project evaluated in the EIR, and (2) elimination of
the project as sought by neighborhood opponents. The Reduced Project is similar to
the lowest-impact Project alternative evaluated in the EIR, but with even less public
access, eliminating one trailhead and cutting parking by 60 percent. The Reduced
Project would reduce public benefits, but would have the least negative impact on the
environment and the neighborhood because it substantially reduces parking, road
modifications, and traffic. For perspective, if the trail expansion properties were
instead developed to the level allowed by current zoning, there would be more traffic
added than by the trailhead parking proposed in the Reduced Project.
Thank you for your diligence in this matter,
Craig Wilson
2580 Burl Lane
Newcastle, CA 95658

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

ccalvin@ncbb.net
Cindy Gustafson
Suzanne Jones; Jim Holmes; Robert Weygandt; Supervisor Gore
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Saturday, February 20, 2021 12:43:41 PM

Dear Placer County Supervisors,
As an Auburn area resident and an avid runner and hiker, who moved here in 1976, I fully support support the
Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. I have been a frequent user of the existing Hidden Falls Regional Park since
it first opened and have followed the Expansion project with enthusiastic approval.
I also watched the Park's popularity result in congestion issues, and I sincerely believe that the expansion will go a
log way to mitigating those problems. Even so, each time I visit the Park, I am delighted by the huge variety of its
users - all ages, all interests, all levels of fitness. I chat with people who are locals and out-of-towners, and I can’t
help but conclude what a positive impact the Park has not only on these visitors, but on our entire community.
I am also hugely impressed by the work that has been done by the Placer County Planning Commission to
thoroughly investigate and address the many issues involved in the expansion.
It’s time to move forward!
Cynci Calvin
Proud resident of Auburn, Endurance Capital of the World

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dan Tomich
Jim Holmes
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Friday, February 12, 2021 6:00:56 PM

Hi Jim,
Remember me? We met at Wings restaurant one morning long ago. I haven’t forgotten.
I’m writing to you, pleading with you to vote against the expansion of Hidden Falls.
I was born in Los Angeles, and I spent quite a long time as a young boy on my grandparents 10 acre farm in
Torrance, Ca. while my mother was in the hospital and my father was driving an 18 wheeler up and down the coast
of California. I learned to love the country, the cows, the chickens, the quiet of the fields when I’d sometimes lay
in the tall grass and look up to the billowing clouds in the sky.
Eventually I was returned to the city but I spent the middle of my life, until I was in my forties. wishing to return to
that country life. It was always my dream. And I finally got my chance in 1981. We bought 11 acres in North
Auburn, built a home, built a barn, and fenced our little farm.
We’ve loved our little place in North Auburn for about 40 years now. We’ve grown old here and we still love that
we came here.
But now our winding main road, Cramer Road, is threatened with lots of traffic, trucks pulling horse trailers,
families coming here to use Hidden Falls and crowding our roads, especially on weekends. And they’re bringing
the danger of wild fire along with all that traffic.
We’re growing old here at our beloved property and dreading all that increased traffic, vandalism, trash, and wild
fire that will come with the expansion of Hidden Falls. We live here because we were lucky enough to escape the
Big City. Please let us live our peaceful country life here. We and our neighbors just want to live our lives here in
peace and quiet.
Please let us live the life we've always wanted. We finally, with a lot of hard work, achieved that life. Don’t let
them take that away from us.
Respectfully,
Dan Tomich

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Danielle Rossetti-Busa
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:52:03 AM

I want to share my support for the Hidden Falls expansion. As an avid hiker and equestrian, the facility is top notch
and love having access to this beautiful area.
Danielle Rossetti
North Auburn, CA
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Danilo Vitorovic
Cindy Gustafson; Robert Weygandt; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] The Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project Support
Friday, February 19, 2021 3:41:14 PM

Dear Ms. Gustafson, Mr. Weygandt, and the Members of the Board of Supervisors,
My name is Danilo Vitorovic and my wife, Carissa, and I are writing this email to support the
expansion of the Hidden Falls Regional Park.
We have recently purchased property in Blue Oak Ranch, a community just next to the Hidden
Falls Regional Park, and we were very excited to hear that Hidden Falls Regional Park might
be expanded. We are still in the process of planning and building our new home, but we hope
to make Placer County, and specifically Blue Oak Ranch Community our permanent home.
We are on the border of District 2 and District 5, so we decided to send an email to both of
you.
We support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project because we enjoy
nature being so close to our future home. We love hiking, biking, and horseback riding. We
feel that the expansion would enable more people to enjoy the Park and its Trails, which
would be positive for the physical and mental health of our community, as well as decongest
the current park area. We feel this is a wise investment for us and generations to come after
us.
We strongly support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project and please do not hesitate to
contact us for any further information necessary to support this project.
Sincerely,
Danilo & Carissa Vitorovic
Auburn, CA (Blue Oak Ranch Community)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dv Goyins
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion - Please vote Yes
Friday, February 19, 2021 5:28:12 AM

As a resident of Placer county, and an equestrienne, the beautiful Hidden Falls recreation area
is the best trail area close enough for me to train my horse often for my sport of Endurance
Riding.
Training a horse on a mixed use trail gives us exposure to all the real-world sights he needs to
see - dogs, strollers, bicycles, backpacks, face masks. Then we get a break from most of that
sensory input because usually on the back trail there is very little foot traffic. The more trails
we can access from Hidden Falls, the more we will be able to utilize the lovely recreation
area.
I enthusiastically support the current proposed plan, although reduced at this time, and will
continue to support all Hidden Falls expansion plans.
Signed,
Diane Goyins
Placer County

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

donnamcglaughlin@sbcglobal.net
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] support of Hidden Falls expansion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 10:53:25 AM

Attention Board of Supervisors
I support the expansion of the trails system in Hidden Falls.
I have chosen to live in Placer County because of the easy access to nature. I hope that Placer County will to
continue to take care of the beautiful outdoor space we have available. I want the land and trails to be open and
managed in such a way that Placer County residents can access and appreciate the natural beauty we have available.
Donna McGlaughlin
466 Olive Orchard Drive
Auburn, CA 95603

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

gandeloza@gmail.com
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Friday, February 19, 2021 8:43:52 AM

Hello,
I want to voice my support for the Hidden Falls expansion reduced plan. The plan, as supported by the Placer
County Planning Commission on January 28th, will provide residents such as myself and my family with access to
this beautiful resource. We are especially excited about the new parking lot. We are equestrians and hikers who
love to enjoy the outdoors in our community.
Sincerely,
Elaine and Gary Loza
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

elizabeth Gallagher
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:59:06 AM

Hi, I’m Elizabeth Gallagher and I love HF trails. I hike on them but enjoy seeing the
equestrians and runner. I’m in favor to the expansion and especially the new parking area. We
need more!
Elizabeth Gallagher
205 Terrace St
Auburn
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Erin McChesney
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Friday, February 19, 2021 1:20:28 PM

To Placer County,
Please approve the Hidden Falls project from the January 2021 that includes the addition of
trails, staging areas and parking for horse trailers. I'm a resident of El Dorado County, but
have ridden at Hidden Falls from the beginning, when it was the first section off of Myers.
Thank you for supporting this wonderful project.
Respectfully, Erin McChesney

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Fred Schifferle
Jim Holmes
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Sunday, February 21, 2021 2:58:42 PM

Appreciate your support of the trails initiative. Fred
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Barry and Gay Mackintosh
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Extention
Thursday, February 11, 2021 10:35:57 AM

Dear Supervisors,
Please support the proposed Hidden Falls Trail Extension Project. The existing park
and trails system is extremely popular. Another parking area and extension of trails
are sorely needed to mitigate overuse impacts and provide more opportunities for
public enjoyment of these beautiful preserve areas.
--Halen Mackintosh
Placer Land Trust Member/Donor

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Irene Smith
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Fall expansion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:31:20 AM

Hello Members of the Board of Supervisors,
While I haven't followed the debate closely about whether to expand the Hidden
Falls open space area with expanded recreation trails and new parking facility, I
have visited the current Hidden Falls hiking trails facility several times and enjoyed
the breadth of recreation opportunities there.
I object to this expansion and creation of new parking facilities based on the
obvious fact that it invites and encourages volumes more visitors to use existing
narrow, winding, country roads and changes the very nature of the rural lifestyles
that residents have earned the right to own. Putting thousands more vehicles on
these roads is inviting so many new dangers to these rural neighborhoods with
increased chance of vehicles collisions, increased fire danger, increased risks to
wildlife and their habitats, trampling of native flora and fauna and lack of
understanding of the importance of native ecosystems that wild inhabitants depend
upon.
What's wrong with leaving a preserve intact and isolated from civilization to forever
protect Nature????
I couldn't believe my eyes when, over the past year during the COVID outbreak,
many of my favorite wild areas were over-run with cars and people causing huge
traffic challenges, pollution from automobiles and peoples trash left behind,
trampling of pristine lands and unseen damage to disappearing native wildlife that
depends on these areas for food, shelter and finding mates. WHAT'S WRONG
WITH LEAVING NATURE ALONE????
This proposed expansion is a BAD idea that should be rejected by you - the Board
of Supervisors! The risks are too high to allow this expansion and we already have
plenty of existing trails and recreation areas to enjoy. The risks are too high to
rural neighborhoods and to Mother Nature.
Please vote NO to expand Hidden Falls Preserve! Your vote is a FOREVER
decision!
Thank you for your consideration.
Irene Smith
Newcastle, Ca.
Placer Land Trust member for 20 years

     

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jan Foster
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 2:22:39 PM

I am totally in favor of the Hidden Falls expansion plans including opening the land owned by the
Placer Land Trust. Many more people are moving to our area and others have discovered the
outdoors during the pandemic. Trails and parking are getting more and more crowded. We must
plan for today and the future. Thank you
Jan Foster
Auburn, CA

Date:

February 22, 2021

To:

Placer County Board of Supervisors

From: Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer
Re:

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

Dear Cindy, Jim, Robert, Bonnie and Suzanne,
We know that the Hidden Falls Expansion Project has generated hundreds of letters and public
comments. At this point, we don’t feel that we need to elaborate again, with each specific concern. We
trust that you are each asking yourself the tough questions.
Please consider these:
WILDFIRE
Have you weighed the stated risk that, “the potential exists for the project to expose people to an
uncontrolled wildfire and to exacerbate risk of wildfire” and are you willing to publicly state that you
take full responsibility for increasing risk in a Wildland Urban Interface?
Is the project (the County and Placer Land Trust) doing enough to mitigate this stated risk, given that it
was disclosed in January 2021 that now, there will be no new access roads and no new shaded fuel
breaks on the 2,765 acres of expansion properties, as was promised in the SEIR and mapped out in HF
Emergency Response Plan, released in December 2020?
TRAFFIC AND ROAD SAFETY
Have you read (and compiled) a list of all the comments and concerns from the residents about road
conditions? These are the residents that live on these roads; does their first-hand knowledge of the road
conditions, traffic, and observed driving habits carry any weight with you? Have you read the Prism
Engineering Traffic Study? Have you used this information to assess the “real” issues and conditions on
Bell, Cramer, Lone Star, Garden Bar and Hwy 49?
Have you personally evaluated whether current road conditions are adequate and whether needed road
infrastructure improvements would be prudent before creating more traffic, in order to ensure the
safety of residents and visitors to the area?
Have you studied the collision and fatality data for SR 49 and evaluated whether it would be prudent to
have the Caltrans SR 49 Safety Barrier and Roundabout Project completed before creating more traffic
and putting residents of Placer and Nevada County and visitors to the area at greater risk?
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
Would it be fiscally prudent to address the budget shortfall for FIRE/EMS Services before adding
additional capital and ongoing expenses into the County budget?
Would it be fiscally prudent to get buy-in from the North Auburn residents for a Fire Add-on Tax before
approving a project that would increase risk, increase demands on first responders, and further tax the
FIRE/EMS Services Budget?

The City of Lincoln is already receiving financial support from the County. Will other cities also need
financial support from the County in order to fund essential services, first responders, salaries/pensions,
and help individuals and businesses that have suffered from the economic fallout from the COVID-19
pandemic?
Is there a reason why the Hidden Falls Expansion Project would move ahead of the 20 trails and
recreation projects that are on the 20/21 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan? Do the Supervisors have
input on this?
Does the County have sufficient ongoing funds to maintain the continually growing number of trails,
parks, and County properties, considering that as recent as November 2019, the Parks Division provided
data disclosing that there was significant deferred maintenance due to insufficient staffing and funds?
HFRP alone runs in the red with a deficit of $1,000.00 per day.
LEGAL ISSUES
Has County legal counsel addressed the legality of a County public trail system giving access in to a gated
private community and across a private road?
AGRICULTURE
What role do you believe agriculture and agritourism have in Placer County?
With the Placer County Farm Bureau and Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association both firmly opposed to the HF
Expansion Project, and a lack of any meetings with the impacted rancher stakeholders, do you believe
that the Parks Department and SEIR can legitimately claim that the project will have no impact on
agriculture and adjacent land use?
Are you aware that Placer County ranchers’ ag livelihoods are already taking a hit due to the Hidden
Falls Expansion Project?
Is the County out of compliance with agricultural conservation goals and regulations at Hidden Falls
Regional Park, given that there has been no agricultural activity/cattle grazing since 2013, and the Didion
and Spears properties were acquired as part of the Placer Legacy and Agricultural Conservation
Programs, both committed to permanently protecting agriculture?
Who is responsible for monitoring, oversight, and compliance for the Agricultural Conservation
Program?
Will the County continue to put recreation ahead of agriculture in the rural ag communities of North
Auburn and Lincoln?
ENVIRONMENT
Have you visualized just how big the human footprint will be with the impact of 350+ daily hikers,
cyclists and equestrians on the Taylor/Kotomyan Preserve, which is 1/3 the size of Hidden Falls? It will
be several years before any connectivity trails and bridges will be complete. Have you thought through
what this high density of users, 365 days a year would do to the wildlife, plant life, livestock, and
habitats?

TRANSPARENCY
Where was the transparency with the North Auburn residents during the 15 years when the County was
planning the Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion and acquiring properties specifically for the
expansion? The residents learned of the expansion when they received the required NOP letter
announcing the Scoping Meeting on June 14, 2018. It was at that meeting that the fully developed
expansion project was disclosed. Have you watched the video of that meeting? Did you see the packed
standing-room-only crowd and hear the raw emotion and outrage from residents, many who were from
Mears Drive?
Where was the transparency when the County contributed to the purchase of the Taylor Ranch Property
and Susan Taylor, who was selling her parents’ beloved cattle ranch, wasn’t even told the property was
a key acquisition for the HF Expansion and a major public trail system?
Where was the transparency with the North Auburn residents when the County opened escrow and
closed escrow for the purchase of the Twilight Ride Property?
Where was the transparency disclosing “why” the Parks Department abruptly introduced the Reduced
Project Plan on September 14, just 10 days after the release of the Final SEIR, where the FULL BUILDOUT was the recommended Project Plan?
PUBLIC SAFETY
How will you protect the residents on Orr Creek Lane and our property from illegal trespassing, illegal
parking, theft, vandalism and altercations? It is already an issue, since Orr Creek Lane provides direct
access to the Taylor Preserve. Open public access, word-of-mouth, social media, and internet mapping
will only magnify the problem of uncontrollable access, visitors, and issues.
What do you see as your role in regard to public safety? Where does it fit into your priorities as a
supervisor?
Do you know what the residents in the Bell, Cramer, Lone Star corridor in North Auburn would say, are
their priorities for the County to address? Reliable and affordable high-speed internet, reliable and
affordable fire insurance, wildfire prevention, and the safety of our families would top the list.
Is it time to build trust with your constituents by demonstrating that you’re watching out for their safety
and protecting their neighborhoods?
What does it mean to you to be a good neighbor? What does it mean to Placer County?
When will it be enough? The County already has 900 miles of trails, with miles and miles of additional
trails projects approved and waiting for funding and construction.
Is it okay to harm one group of people in order to benefit another group of people?

Thank you for thoughtfully considering these questions,

Curt and Jane Wurst

Protect Rural Placer

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Janet Nicholson
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:32:19 AM

I live on the corner of Bell and Cramer. Our family supports the Land Trust and access to the trails at Hidden Falls.
However, consideration must be made for the roads. They are not suitable for more traffic as they are. They are
very dangerous with blind curves and hills and no shoulders. Our children were never able to ride bikes and when I
would walk with neighbors, we had to listen for cars and jump into the ditch. There have been accidents at the
corner of Bell and Cramer. Please make road improvements the issue of priority as you move forward on this
process. Thank you, Janet Nicholson
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Janie Norton
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Expansion of Hidden Falls
Thursday, February 11, 2021 10:41:39 AM

Hello, my name is Jane Norton, and I live in Lincoln, California. I am very much in favor of the Hidden Falls
expansion project. The location is currently very well used, almost to the point of overuse. Parking is often a
challenge. I think another parking lot and expanded trails would help with the big demand in this area for hiking.
Thank you for allowing me to voice my opinion.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jason Miller
Placer County Board of Supervisors
Sexy Wife
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Opinion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 12:05:26 PM

Dear Board of Supervisors,
I live in South Auburn and want to express my support for the hidden falls expansion project. We are regular users if
the park and enjoy biking on the trails with our kids.
I live very nearby the recently opened auburn bike park. I recall many of my neighbors “horribilizing” the idea of a
bike park in our neighborhood. They were convinced it would lead to massive traffic increases, graffiti, gang
activity, drug use, homeless camps, forest fires, litter, etc. Of course none of this came to pass and I am so glad that
a small minority of voices wasn’t able to deter from somethings so beneficial to our youth and community. I hope
the same will occur with hidden Falls. Thanks for your time and consideration.
Jason Miller
Miller Honey Farms
Cell: (408) 637-6449

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jaya Perryman
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Twilight Ranch access
Thursday, February 11, 2021 11:41:30 AM

Dear BOS
I have written several times in opposition to the Twilight Ranch access. My opinion has not changed.
This staging area/parking lot will destroy the peaceful ambience of an historic ranching area. Nobody who lives
next to the parking lot will ever have the same degree of privacy and enjoyment of their home.
Fire danger. There is one way in and out on Bell Rd if we have a fire
Trash, litter, noise, trespass. All the things that currently disturb the unfortunates on Mears Rd. Why do you want to
create another unpleasant situation for Placer residents?
Are there going to be officers who patrol the area and keep the peace? Prevent overnight camping?
The roads are completely inadequate for the proposed traffic. Please don’t widen all of the charming narrow country
roads and turn the area into a Disneyland in order to accommodate visitors.
In my opinion this area is totally inappropriate for large crowds and traffic. The only people who want it don’t live
near it. It is too much sacrifice to ask of people who’s families have lived there for generations. Their lives will
never be the same.
Please prioritize the the desire of your tax paying constituents and stop trying so hard to attract people from other
areas.

Dr. Jaya Perryman

Placer County Board of Supervisors Districts 1-5

February 22, 2021

From: James and Jean Piette, 5395 Bell Road, Auburn, CA 95602 530-888-1340
RE: Hidden Falls Expansion Project
We have been residents of Placer County for 48 years and in North Auburn for 22 years. Our daughters
attended local schools and have been working and raising their families in Placer County. We enjoy
having them, our grandchildren and great grandchildren at our home at 5395 Bell Road, which is sharing
a property line with the Hidden Falls access property at 5345 Bell Road. In that regard, we want to focus
on two issues that are a great concern for us and our family.
First, our great granddaughters are 3, 8, 10 and 11 years of age. They enjoy spending time on our ten
acres exploring, observing, bird watching and experiencing nature. They enjoy helping their great
grandparents (that’s us) with gardening, weeding and identifying plants and wildlife. Our family’s safety
is a primary concern at all times and all places. We pay particular attention in places where there are
greater threats, like areas that are more populated. When Hidden Falls Regional Park (HFRP) opened
the residents in the Mears Road and Mt. Vernon and Big Hill Road locations experienced vandalism,
transients, congestion on roadways, illegal parking, blocking private driveways, visitors overstaying
designated hours, increases in trash in area, visitors displaying aggressive behaviors and foul language.
All of this was reported and documented. A reservation system and monitoring were necessary but
were not adequate to address the gravity of the problems. The Planning and Parks Departments were
quick to take advantage of the opportunity to purchase the Twilight Ride property to develop as an
access point to resolve their dilemma. The actions, including signing of the Escrow papers, were firmly
in place before any legal steps to inform the local residents were taken.
It is reported that those problems have been addressed and will “NOT” be repeated in the areas to be
approved for opening them up to increased visitors. Many objections by the residents in the locations
being addressed have been consistently ignored or rejected due to claims in the SEIR that they are not
significant or have been mitigated making them acceptable to County planners. County plans and
explanations to letters expressing concerns have been published, including measures implemented to
correct problems at HFRP. The errors in the reporting include the facts that implementation has not
been as reported, along with the lack of funding to implement the corrective actions. The fact that such
corrective actions had to be planned and the need to pursue the projects for added access and parking
locations underscores the poor planning and degree of significant and ongoing problems with the
original project, as well as the Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SEIR). Published letters from
attorneys representing our neighbors clearly state the subsequent SEIR does not comply with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). We, along with many in our community, have consistently
pointed out these concerns and many others. The volume of letters and statements alone emphasize
the faulty actions and decision-making.
The approval of the project clearly is not in the best interest of the property owner residents and
ranchers and their families. We ask that this issue be researched, discussed and validated as reason to
vote against the approval of the HFEP project.

Page 2. Piette 2/22/21
Our second major concern is regarding the potential for fire. The mention of fire causes most to cringe
at the thought. But, not all. Why is that? In some cases it is because those individuals do not live in the
locations under consideration and do not feel the dangers before them. Or, some are uninformed about
the science and history of the causes of fires and the devastating results. We would like to believe that
the County leaders and decision-makers who represent the people are informed and caring and would
never make decisions that would put the people at risk, such as what happened in Paradise. The people
we are concerned for include our friends and neighbors, the visitors who may unknowingly be in a place
where they are in danger, the fire fighters and other providers of service, our family and our own
personal welfare.
There are no valid arguments in favor of the approval of the HFEP. Approval leaves us with the dangers
we and our family will face. What kinds of restrictions will be needed to be put in place to protect us
from visitors from out of our area who have no concern for the laws and regulations or any caring for
others, especially children? The SEIR fails to adequately address this. We have been told by some to not
allow the situation impacting us directly to cause us to be overcome with stress. The only way we know
to relieve the anxiety and stress is to eliminate the cause. How do we motivate others to realize that the
proposed project is instilled with plans that put us and others in danger. The evacuation plans are so
inadequate and faulty it is hard to understand how others cannot recognize that. Twilight Ride and
connected properties are clearly identified as a watershed and surrounding topography is defined as a
wildland urban interface in documents underscoring the threats of wildfires. The push to develop lands
for the purpose of tourism and/or increases in human activity in biodiverse habitats create the risk of
wildfires.
The potential statistically increases as actions are approved to significantly change a community. There
are volumes of scientific evidence that documents that changes in the environment around the globe
can be traced to increases in human population. Nature’s management of this earth has meaning and
purpose. Our interference has negative consequences. We ask that our community be respected and
our quality of life is protected. Great communities enact policies and projects that improve and protect
the environment and the people. Our lives are, literally, in your hands. We ask, once again, that you
reject the Hidden Falls Expansion Project.

Respectfully,
James and Jean Piette
PROTECT RURAL PLACER

Starting 2/12/21 in preparation for the March 8th Supervisors meeting:
Areas to cover:
1.

Safety of self and family and neighbors

2.

Concern for the rural community

3. Concern for agriculture and the environment

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

jeanine wolf
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I Support the Hidden Falls Park and Trails Master Plan
Friday, February 19, 2021 4:49:47 PM

I am a Placer County resident, living just a few miles from the proposed Twilight Ride Parking and
enthusiastically support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion and urge your votes to approve
implementation of the scaled-down project proposed by Placer County Parks.

The plan for an additional 30 miles of new trail, along with expanded parking and supporting facilities,
can only be a win for us all. Doubling the size of the Hidden Falls trail network will open up new
opportunities for trails-based recreation, and innumerable benefits to users and the local economy.

Placer County trails are in high demand year round. In fact, the trails and parking lots can find
themselves overcrowded and sometimes failing to provide the outdoor experience hikers, bikers, and
equestrians hope for. It is not uncommon for users to be turned away due to lack of parking. Trail
recreation is only going to grow in appeal; the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project is the perfect
opportunity to help Placer County meet the current and growing demand.

I support the reduced project implementation that County Parks proposes because it significantly
expands current parking, including a new trailhead at Twilight Ride, and will open up 30 miles of new
trails in Placer Land Trust Preserves, while still scaling back the entire project substantially to minimize
impact on the neighboring properties.

It is understandable that neighbors of the Project are concerned about impacts on their neighborhood,
but it is not reasonable of them to seek abolishing the project. The County’s proposal is a reasonable
compromise.

The public benefits of this project are strong, while any possible impacts are minimal. This project
represents a tremendous opportunity for the region, and I am confident it will be implemented with
care.
I urge you to please vote in approval of the revised plan!
Thank you!
Jeanine Wolf
9815 Heidi Way
Auburn, Ca 95602
530 906-0717

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Joseph Bryant
Supervisor Gore
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Please Support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project
Friday, February 19, 2021 3:06:58 PM

Hello Ms. Gore,
My name is Joseph Bryant and I live in your district in Roseville, CA. I am writing to you
today to express my support of the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. Since Hidden Falls
Regional Park opened a number of years ago, it has proved to be one of the resources I value
most in the County. Having a beautiful, outdoor oasis where I can either leisurely recreate and
relax with my friends and family in an un-intimidating environment, or where I can choose to
challenge myself athletically when the need arises, is one of the main reasons I choose to live
in Placer County. And over the years, (and particularly this last year) a large amount of
people have come to share this view. So much so that the park has experienced
significant growing pains. Luckily, our County has been up to the challenge of meeting this
demand in a responsible and sustainable way, resulting in the Hidden Falls Expansion project
you will be voting on. This proposal benefits everyone in its balanced approach, by spreading
out users amongst more trails and parking areas, while at the same time reducing the fire
hazards and traffic increases that this area would have seen if it were developed under the
current zoning laws. Please join the others on your Board in validating the hard work and
significant investment that have been made in this project for all of the citizens of Placer
County, and vote "Yes" on the expansion. I hope you will join in the creation of this lasting
regional legacy.
Sincerely,
Joe Bryant

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Joe Vitales
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:32:18 AM

To Whom it May Concern,
Hello my name is Joe Vitales. I live in Auburn. I am in favor of the trail expansion project. This will provide a
closer parking lot to access the trails for me and my wife.
Thank you,
Joe and Sue Vitales

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

John Elgart
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] We support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 11, 2021 10:35:46 AM

Dear Board of Supervisors:
We support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. We have often visited Hidden Falls Park. It is a great
resource.
Cheers, John and Linda Elgart, Sacramento
Questions about the Tuesday Ride, or about trails around Sac?
Contact us:
John or Linda Elgart
Elgart@mac.com
916 595 2551
Representing Voler Team Apparel
"Not until we are lost do we begin to understand ourselves."

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

lawzer@aol.com
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:50:35 AM

Supervisors, We are residents of Placer County, living at 4011 Creekhaven Rd in auburn. We have
horses and dogs and love to recreate at Hidden Falls. We support the Expansion Plan in every aspect,
including more equestrian parking on Bell road to access the additional trails for all users, hikers, bikes,
horses, dogs on leashes, kids and adults. We are so lucky to have this opportunity to expand recreation
for the public. Thank you. Ann Rubenstein and Jonathan Zerin

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

J.P. Tindell
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 11, 2021 7:48:31 AM

Placer County Board of Supervisors~
I ask for your support on March 8 to approve the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Project. I am an active supporter of the Placer Land Trust, and a retired parks and
recreation planner. Providing additional access to Land Trust Preserves will provide
more opportunities for visitors to enjoy the psychological and physical benefits of
time in the beautiful outdoors of Placer County. Thank you,
J.P. Tindell, Placer Land Trust 2021 Community Council
Auburn, CA, 916.296.8232 (text/voice), tindelljp@gmail.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jim Herbert
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion
Sunday, February 21, 2021 5:17:12 PM

Placer County Board of Supervisors
3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, Ca. 95603

From:   Kandace Kost-Herbert
James J. Herbert, Jr.
9211 Billy Mitchell Blvd.
Roseville, CA 95747
Re:       Support for Hidden Falls Park Expansion
Honorable Members of the Placer County Board of Supervisors
We are writing in support of the planned expansion of Hidden Falls Park.
The overwhelming need for outdoor recreation opportunities has never been so evident. Now is the
time to preserve our open spaces in a way that all residents of Placer County can benefit.
We have lived in Placer County for 33 years and have seen mass development surrounding our
property. Our rural home became subdivisions, golf courses and retail stores. We now get golf balls
in our horse paddocks. Placer County has changed. Trails in the National Forests are too far away
to be used on a weekly/daily basis. Areas where we could ride in Placer County became limited to
Folsom Dam in Roseville or the arena in Loomis.
When Hidden Falls opened up for riding, cycling, and hiking, it became evident what a treasure for
the county it is. The trails are well maintained, users are courteous, fire breaks have been provided
and maintained.
Traffic has been controlled to the park, helping to mitigate pressures on residents on Mears Road.
What is now needed desperately is more access points and additional parking spaces so more
Placer County residents can enjoy the park.   This will affect residents along access roads and the
county must work to mitigate impacts on them. And yes, just as I use the trails in El Dorado County
(Cool and Dru Barner) and in Nevada County (Lone Grave, Empire Mine and Skillman) residents from
other counties will come to use the park. We can share our treasure as other counties have shared
theirs.
Now is the time to preserve our open space, provide access and recreational opportunities for
many more county residents, not just the handful who have access now. Demand is high and
growing.

If we as a county do not take this opportunity it will be lost forever. Please support this
expansion.
Thank you,
Kandace Kost-Herbert
James J. Herbert, Jr.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Karen Keene
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:27:57 AM

Honorable Placer County Board of Supervisors:
As a resident of Placer County, I wholeheartedly support the Hidden Falls Expansion Project. I respectfully urge
you to support the expansion when it comes before you on March 8. This project is very important to all of us who
love the outdoors and our beautiful county.
Thank you,
Karen Keene
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Killebrew Mail
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Saturday, February 20, 2021 11:24:22 AM

I support the expansion of Hidden Falls.
Karen Killebrew
Applegate, CA
Killebrew.mail@gmail.com
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kevin Weitz
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion project
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 5:03:11 PM

To the Board of Supervisors
I live in Lake of the Pines in Auburn and consider Hidden Falls my "back yard". I
utilize HF on a weekly basis for hiking and mountain biking. I FULLY endorse the
expansion project and have offered to volunteer in any capacity needed to assist in
moving this project forward. The COVID19 experience has shown how important
outdoor activities are for a community such as ours. As a business consultant
(organizational psychologist) I believe that I can add value in a variety of capacities.
Also, as the new President of Victory Velo cycling team, I would love to perform a
role in advocating for safe and environmentally appropriate use of our magnificent
natural resources. I look forward to actively being involved in supporting this project.
By the way, I do believe that a fee ($4.00) should be charged for use of the parking
area on week days versus only fees for weekends and holidays.
Sincerely,
Kevin Weitz Psy.D.
415-706-4827

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kim Hitchcock
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Reduced Plan
Friday, February 19, 2021 2:24:53 PM

My name is Kim Hitchcock and I am a resident of Placer County. I fully support the Hidden Falls Reduced Plan as
supported by the Placer County Planning Commission on January 28 2021.   I am an equestrian and hiker and I am
truly looking forward to the expansion of Hidden Falls, outdoor activities are very important and promote a healthy
life style.
Thank you
Kim Hitchcock
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Laurie Valentine
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Friday, February 19, 2021 11:52:26 AM

Good Morning,
I am a resident of Sacramento County (within 1/4 mile of the Placer line) and a horse owner. I fully
support the expansion of Hidden Falls Reduced Plan, as supported by the Placer County Planning
Commission on January 28th, 2021.
It's becoming harder and harder to find safe local open space to ride. Equestrians are good land
stewards and we will move elsewhere if it becomes difficult to ride locally. Please favorably consider this
expansion.
Thank you for your kind attention.
Regards, Laurie Valentine
AlmostAnArk Gypsy Vanners
8741 Nipawin Way, Orangevale

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Leslie Bisharat
susannejones@placer.ca.gov
Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Fall Expansion--YES
Friday, February 19, 2021 1:38:31 PM

Dear Ms. Jones,
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Granite Bay-based California Conservation of Trails (and as a
long-time resident of Granite Bay), I urge you to approve the expansion of Hidden Falls Park. We
are advocates for all trail users, whether they be on foot, hoof or wheel, and we advocate for the
protection of natural resources and open spaces state-wide. The opportunity to expand the overused Hidden Falls Regional Park and move forward in meeting some of the growing recreational
needs our expanding population requires simply can’t be postponed. We recognize the impact that
any publicly-accessible piece of land has, whether the purpose be for a school, hospital, or public
utility and we are of the opinion that Placer County has made all reasonable adjustments to the
original plan.
Please approve the proposed expansion plan on March 8, 2021.
Thank you,

Leslie

Leslie Bisharat
7870 Eagle View Lane
Granite Bay, CA 95746
916.638.1991

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Leslie Bisharat
susannejones@placer.Ca.gov
Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Fall Expansion--YES
Friday, February 19, 2021 2:10:19 PM

Dear Ms. Jones,
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Granite Bay-based California Conservation of Trails (and as a
long-time resident of Granite Bay), I urge you to approve the expansion of Hidden Falls Park. We
are advocates for all trail users, whether they be on foot, hoof or wheel, and we advocate for the
protection of natural resources and open spaces state-wide. The opportunity to expand the overused Hidden Falls Regional Park and move forward in meeting some of the growing recreational
needs our expanding population requires simply can’t be postponed. We recognize the impact that
any publicly-accessible piece of land has, whether the purpose be for a school, hospital, or public
utility and we are of the opinion that Placer County has made all reasonable adjustments to the
original plan.
Please approve the proposed expansion plan on March 8, 2021.
Thank you,

Leslie

Leslie Bisharat
7870 Eagle View Lane
Granite Bay, CA 95746
916.638.1991

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Liz Daffner
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Expansion
Friday, February 19, 2021 1:00:23 PM

Placer County Board of Supervisors,
I know this is a very divisive topic and I appreciate all your hard work. I am a 35 year old
Placer County business owner, Newcastle resident, and avid equestrian. Please support the
Hidden Falls expansion.
Thank you,
Liz Daffner
Placer county residence
-Liz Daffner
(916) 708-1244

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Marjorie Boeye
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Friday, February 19, 2021 12:46:46 PM

I am a 40 year resident of Placer County. Owning horses for all these years and utilizing all available trails.
Parking and accessibility of suitable trails are very limited. This is a healthy, environmentally sound sport. Please
support all of your tax paying, community supporting county equine loving residents.
Expand parking and accessible to this wonderful area.
Thank you,
Sincerely,
Marjorie Boeye
Newcastle.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mary Ann Flemmer
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Thursday, February 11, 2021 7:08:39 AM

Please register that I am firmly in favor of the Hidden Falls Expansion Project. Our county needs more open area
and family-accessible trails.
Thank you,
Mary Ann Flemmer
128 Haswell Court
Auburn CA 95603
916-501-3025

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Merrill Kagan-Weston - APi-marketing
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] hidden falls expansion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:21:37 AM
sig-current.png
soropt_logo.png

I have been to both commission meetings regarding this and heard both sides. I urge you to
move forward with Stage 1 so, more people will have access to enjoy the land .
--

Merrill Kagan-Weston

merrillk@api-marketing.com
APi-marketing

Soroptimist

APi-marketing

13020 Earhart Ave. Auburn, CA 95602
530-885-9674 888-282-8764 Fax: 530-885-6517
www.api-marketing.com
During the COVID-19 crisis APi-marketing is available to serve all your printing, wide
format and mailing needs. We are using "best practices" in maintaining social distancing
at our regular in-house production facility. We will be open our regular hours Monday Friday 8am to 5pm. You can place an order by phone, fax, e-mail, drop-in or using our
"OnDemand" ordering portal for many regularly used printing products. We can ship, will
call or local deliveries are all still available.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Michael Stark
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Trails
Thursday, February 11, 2021 6:23:11 AM

Increasing our open space is an important priority as our suburban population explodes. Trails permit us to explore
our rich diverse watersheds.
Having volunteered with a local conservancy since 2008, I do have some suggestions.
1. The need for expanded number of parks and trails would require increasing the number of park rangers. Trash
and irresponsible bike riders are creating hazards.
2. New lands must provide habitat pathways not isolated islands.
Totally off topic: Commerce and open space are compatible. Completing a bike route from Tahoe through Placer
County connecting to Roseville’s expanding bike route would create an historic trail. Highway 40 still exists.
There is one link needed at Cisco allowing bikers / hikers to reach Auburn. The trail would link our historic mining
towns to Tahoe through to Roseville. Roseville’s trail when completed is heading to Sacramento County. Plans
call to connect Roseville’s bike trail to the American River Trail system.
We already have Amtrak and our international airport. A trail would complete making our county a destination for
tourism.

Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Patricia Calabrese
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:04:22 AM

Dear Placer County Board of Supervisors,
I wholeheartedly support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. The protected open spaces in Placer County are
important for our physical and mental well-being, and help to make this a desirable place to live.
Thank you for your consideration.
Patricia Calabrese
3622 Clover Valley Rd
Rocklin 95677
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Peggy Dewey
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Extension
Thursday, February 11, 2021 11:44:46 AM

My name is Peggy Dewey and I live in North Auburn. I am very excited about the new parking and access to
Hidden Falls. I look forward to exploring the new trail extensions. Thanks in advance for approving this project.
-Peggy D

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

phil.sayre@verizon.net
Cindy Gustafson
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] RE: Support for Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Friday, February 19, 2021 6:04:11 PM

Ms Gustafson,
Please see note below.
Please also let me know where you stand on this Decision.
Appreciated.
Phil Sayre, Ph.D.

On Friday, February 19, 2021 phil.sayre <phil.sayre@verizon.net> wrote:

I am one of...many...in Auburn that enjoys hiking and mountain biking at Hidden Falls.
The numbers of us that enjoy both of these sports, along with trail running, are growing
rapidly in Auburn.
To support these sports, I support the Expansion. The most recent plan also appears to address
the concerns of nearby property owners.
Thank you, Phil
Phil Sayre, Ph.D.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

phil.sayre@verizon.net
Suzanne Jones
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Friday, February 19, 2021 5:57:34 PM

I am one of...many...in Auburn that enjoys hiking and mountain biking at Hidden Falls.
The numbers of us that enjoy both of these sports, along with trail running, are growing
rapidly in Auburn.
To support these sports, I support the Expansion. The most recent plan also appears to address
the concerns of nearby property owners.
Thank you, Phil
Phil Sayre, Ph.D.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

phil.sayre@verizon.net
Cindy Gustafson
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] RE: Support for Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Friday, February 19, 2021 6:04:11 PM

Ms Gustafson,
Please see note below.
Please also let me know where you stand on this Decision.
Appreciated.
Phil Sayre, Ph.D.

On Friday, February 19, 2021 phil.sayre <phil.sayre@verizon.net> wrote:

I am one of...many...in Auburn that enjoys hiking and mountain biking at Hidden Falls.
The numbers of us that enjoy both of these sports, along with trail running, are growing
rapidly in Auburn.
To support these sports, I support the Expansion. The most recent plan also appears to address
the concerns of nearby property owners.
Thank you, Phil
Phil Sayre, Ph.D.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

OoLaLa La
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I Support the Park and Trails Master Plan
Friday, February 19, 2021 1:54:35 PM

Phyllis Shopbell – Placer County resident for 39 years
8123 Quartzite Circle
Granite Bay, CA 95746

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Rob Childers
Robert Weygandt
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 18, 2021 4:12:57 PM

To Robert Weygant and the Placer County Board of Supervisors:
I am writing this email to convey my support for the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Project . The trails at Hidden Falls represent the closest opportunity for me and my
family to enjoy the outdoor recreation activities we love best, including mountain
biking, horseback riding, and hiking.
The current trails at Hidden Falls in particular are great, and there is something for
everyone at every level to enjoy. But we have been looking forward to the expansion
for some time because the additional trails with more parking will help to spread out
crowds and ensure that everyone has access to our wonderful Placer Co backyard.
Thank you,
Rob Childers
Lincoln, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Roger Evans
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 11, 2021 8:08:00 AM

re: March 8, 2021 Meeting
Placer County Board of Supervisors:
I absolutely support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project! I am a 40 year
resident of Placer and County and have enjoyed hiking in this beautiful area with my
family. Trails that connect to Placer Land Trust's other areas are a must have for our
community,
Many thanks for your consideration,
Roger Evans
6525 Casa Vista Dr, Loomis, CA 95650
Placer County
sleepyaligator@gmail.com
916-799-4526

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

samantha march
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Friday, February 19, 2021 4:52:37 PM

HelloMy family and I currently reside on 4215 Garden Bar Rd and we firmly oppose the expansion of the Garden Bar
access point. We believe that the condition of the roads in and out of the parking area are not viable for the 100
extra daily car trips up and down the road. (That’s counting the 25 parking spaces alloted for am and pm
reservations) There are many places where it is single lane, zero visibility and blind corners that people who are
unfamiliar with the road will be put at serious risk of accidents- themselves and local residents. My
recommendation is to use the access point for law enforcement, first responders or search and rescue who need
quick access to the newly added acres. I also have a question regarding the grazing rights issue. At a previous BOS
meeting that I attended there were concerns from several members of the Board about the lack of grazing rights
within the plan. It was not specifically addressed as to how that was going to happen. The Spears’ intention in
giving their land to the Trust was to continue the legacy of grazing within the property. How has that been
addressed? You can’t put cattle out there with the general public. Is there going to be an area fenced off to seperate
the two?? So thank you for your time.
Samantha March
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Kelly McCaughna
Megan Wood; Scott Craig
Tiffany Vanderlinden
Public Comment - 3/8/21 | FW: [EXTERNAL] hidden falls expansion support
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 10:27:08 AM

Hello Scott. Thank you for your email and comments. I am forwarding your email along to our Clerk of the Board,
Megan Wood, to include in public comment for the March 8th Board of Supervisors meeting. She will get back to
you on the process for public comment.
Thanks!
Kelly
Kelly McCaughna
District Aide
Office of Supervisor Cindy Gustafson
kmccaughna@placer.ca.gov
(530) 305-9735
County Website/D5

-----Original Message----From: scott craig <scscottcraig@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, February 15, 2021 10:50 AM
To: Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: tiffff5 <tiffff5@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] hidden falls expansion support
Hello Kelly I hope you have been staying well and have had a happy valentines day.
I was asked to speak at the upcoming meeting in favor of the twilight ride expansion.
I've been trying to keep my head down during this pandemic, let me know if this e-mail would suffice or if I was
really needed to come to the podium or zoom.
I would address the property owners, letting them know that I am one too, that I am having a similar issue up in
Tehama county where the beautiful meadow that is bordering my property is planned to become a motorhome
storage facility, that they should realize that there are alot of people in this area who need to have close places to go
to, reducing drive times and emissions, local trails and access to them needs to be encouraged, that they should be
thankful to not have to deal with a worse option like mine up north.
Scott Craig

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Project Outdoor Life - POL
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] PLT - trail expansion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 10:12:58 AM

BOS,
As a south Auburn resident, I rely heavily on the ASRA for recreation. We have all seen how
this area has been discovered and is generally crowded. Since living in Auburn for 7 years I
have been surprised at the lack of new bicycle path and general trail initiatives. We need to
be able to get around town via foot and bike and I encourage you to make this a priority by
creating corridors for town and park connections. The proposed trail expansion of PLT is a
step in the right direction. Please approve this project.
Thanks. Shana Kaplan
1335 Appaloosa Ct
Auburn
916-612-7463

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sherry Debaere
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] A placer county resident that supports expansion of hidden falls. Need more trails to ride my horse.
Moved here in 96 to have a better environment for my horses.
Friday, February 19, 2021 9:37:11 AM

Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Shirley Koch
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Fall Expanion
Friday, February 19, 2021 7:52:29 AM

This project has been carefully crafted with a great deal of input from the community. It will
be a great addition to the wonderful outdoor resources available to the public. I was a Placer
County resident for over 25 years and hope to return soon.
Shirley Koch

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Steve & Sue
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:58:33 AM

Good Morning, My name is Sue Gilbert and I live in Auburn. I support the
expansion of the Hidden Falls Trail parking area and multi-use trails. This
pandemic has shown how important it is for people to have areas that are
near to where they reside to be able to get outside and to enjoy nature. We
love the Hidden Falls area and we're excited to learn that it might be
expanded. We have hiked and biked there for years. Having extra parking
would be such a big benefit.
Sincerely, Sue Gilbert

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

tara gee
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] support for hidden falls expansion
Thursday, February 18, 2021 10:43:59 PM

hello
the hidden falls recreational area is a gem in placer county. as a resident of placer county, i am
proud that we have an such an area for walking, horseback riding and hiking. it is a great
family outing destination.
during some of our group rides, we have encountered people from SF bay area and further.
clearly hidden falls is known to many.
i and many others in the horse community support the reduced plan of hidden falls expansion
that was supported by placer co. planning commission.
i would urge likewise the support of the hidden falls expansion by the placer co board of
supervisors.
thank you for your time and consideration.
tara l. gee, dvm
loomis

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Theresa McFadden
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Friday, February 19, 2021 12:58:58 PM

I enjoy riding my horse at Hidden Falls. I hope to continue to use the trails and eventually riding with my
grandchildren.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

doctrap
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:45:25 AM

Hello,
I figured you probably get more negative feedback than positive. Progress is often
controversial.
So, I want to thank you for preserving land in Placer county and for making it available to the
public. There is no better use for beautiful property! My family and I hike all around Placer
county, and we just love the accessibility and wonderfully maintained trails at Hidden Falls!
In an era where “screen time“ is so tempting, my heart is so happy to be out hiking with my 2
kids and husband , talking, laughing, saying hello to fellow hikers/riders and soaking up
weather. Thank you for your part in keeping that available! Good work!
Sincerely,
Theresa Voss
Sent from the all new Aol app for iOS

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

turbine 2
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Thursday, February 11, 2021 9:18:57 AM

Dear Board of Supervisors,
Please approve the expansion of the hidden falls project. The placer land trust preserved lands and the trails for
outdoor recreation are one of the greatest innovations to both keep our rural lifestyle and promote the health and
education of our community.
They are a tribute to the creation of our nations national parks, and the importance of outdoors and environment in
our lives.
Growing up and living in this community is a gift; I thank my father for choosing to live and raise us here every
day!
Placer county is an oasis and we need to sustain its gifts.
Native Resident
Toby Covich
Applegate Ca
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Alice McGrath
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 25, 2021 12:29:08 PM

Board of Supervisors:
We fully support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project!
This will add so much to our local recreational opportunities.
Thank you,
Alice & Art McGrath
Lincoln, CA 95648

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Beverly Roberts
Kelsey Anderson
Megan Wood; Beverly Roberts
FW: [EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 25, 2021 11:17:41 AM

For the records.
Beverly A. Roberts
District 3 Director for Supervisor Jim Holmes
Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn, Ca 95603
(530) 889-4081 | (530) 308-4125 | broberts@placer.ca.gov
-----Original Message----From: Ashley Sansome <ashvet@sonic.net>
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 3:39 PM
To: Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
It’s a lovely park and serves all of the community, prayer was horrible especially in these Covid times. Would be
nice to separate bike trails and horse trails as much as possible. Ashley Sansome, Loomis California
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Barb Proffitt
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail expansion
Thursday, February 25, 2021 12:05:27 PM

I would definitely like and use more trails nearby. I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
and ask for your vote.
Barb Proffitt
Lincoln, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Monday, March 1, 2021 4:32:38 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Tuesday, February 23rd Board
of Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Barbara Jicha

Email (Optional)

bjicha@att.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

Other

Other topic

Hidden Falls

Comments

I would like to express my support for the Hidden Falls trails and
parking expansion.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Barbara Vineyard
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Monday, February 22, 2021 9:04:18 AM

Although having trails available to those who want to use them is a good idea, the negative
aspects of the adverse effects on those who live and make their livelihood adjacent to them
must be taken into consideration also. As farmers having strangers next to our livestock
would be very troublesome.as spooking animals is dangerous to their health as is the
possibility of bringing in diseases, etc.  
There is also a problem of increased traffic and illegal parking near the trails when parking
areas are full. Some of the roads that would be used to get to the parking areas are not much
more than one lane roads that are already impacted with traffic from those who live along said
roads.
I understand that the existing Hidden Falls area is used more by those from out of the county
than our residents who are paying for the project. I would like to propose a tied system of
costs associated with the use of the park. When in Washington State we camped in a county
park that charged more for non-residents and we felt that was only fair. Also, those with
horse trailers should pay a much larger parking fee as they take up to 4 times the space,
leaving less for a normal size vehicle.
I am personally opposed to the expansions.
Barbara Vineyard
Lifelong Placer County Resident

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cari Neault
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] SUPPORT of the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 25, 2021 8:30:29 AM

I Cari Neault, a resident of Auburn, California, am in SUPPORT of the Hidden Falls
Trails Expansion Project. I love that there are places that allow people to
access the outdoors.
Thank you for your time,
Cari Neault

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

myprayer2@att.net
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Hills Trails
Saturday, February 27, 2021 2:01:07 PM

Hello,
I am emailing you to show my support for the Hidden Hills Trails Expansion Project.   We hikers look
forward to new trails.   Also the present trails are getting crowded and we need more room to
spread out.   Thank you.
Catherine Hoyt
455 Hopkins Ct
Lincoln, CA 95648
916-521-1154

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cathryn Caruso
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Sunday, February 28, 2021 12:42:12 AM

I fully support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion!! Hidden Falls is a gift. Protecting wildlife and the natural
environment from development. An incredible retreat.
Cathryn Caruso
North Auburn
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cathy Haagen-Smit
Jim Holmes; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Thursday, February 25, 2021 9:16:02 AM

Dear Supervisor Holmes,
I am writing this to express my support for the Hidden Falls Expansion project. I hope you
will consider the following comments in making your decision. First, I think you will agree
after seeing the record that this project has been studied, evaluated, mitigated, delayed,
commented on, and reviewed endlessly. Its benefits far outweigh anything the opponents
complain of. Of course, as with any public project there were issues and some community
members will never be made happy. But all complaints and comments have been addressed,
sometimes repeatedly. The county's staff should be commended for their commitment and
hard work. And if the Placer County Board of Supervisors approves this project, it will be
enjoyed for generations to come.
WHO I AM. My husband and I have lived on 5 acres in Newcastle for over 30 years. My
husband worked at HP, which recruited employees to the area by exclaiming the opportunities
for outdoor recreation and high quality of life. I retired from Placer County. Both of us
volunteer, focusing on trails and greenways. We have dedicated hundreds of hours towards
developing and maintaining trails and find volunteers to be eager and happy to be good trail
stewards. We have dollars to spend at local businesses and pay our fair share of real property
taxes. We cherish the oak woodland landscape and are extremely pleased to see efforts to
preserve it. We believe access by the community to explore this area is important. By getting
out on the land, folks learn the rich history of this special place. In addition to volunteering,
we mountain bike and hike regularly at Hidden Falls and look forward to the park expansion.
NEIGHBORS. For years the neighbors have been provided the amazing benefits of land
preservation surrounding their parcels. The county and the Placer Land Trust have
permanently protected adjacent parcels from housing developments. When they are too old to
continue as cattle ranchers or too old to continue living on large parcels of land, they likely
will sell to developers or folks looking for country living. Their realtors will market this
landscape. It will be an attractive market, thanks to Placer County and the Placer Land Trust.
Ironically, if the Hidden Falls trails are expanded nearby, the realtors will also market this
park and trails as a beneficial amenity. Any traffic from a small parking lot tightly managed
by size and hours, would be much less than any housing development. Basically, this is a winwin for the neighbors.
FIRE. The neighbors have complained that this expansion will be a fire hazard. However, with
the fuels reduction work and attention to fire safety done and to be done by the County and
the Land Trust in connection with the Park, this land is safer than adjacent parcels held in
private hands. Indeed, their own neighbors are the ones who start fires by mowing pastures on
hot days. The county has had the benefit of fuels reductions grants and programs and it
shows. Living on five acres in unincorporated Placer County, I wish I had the benefit of all
the wildfire mitigation efforts provided by this project. Cal Fire agency staff has provided
expertise for your review.
MANAGEMENT. Not only do the project opponents live in a beautiful area, and have
demanded and received numerous concessions effectively reducing the size of the original

project, they continue to cling to absurd beliefs. 1.) Now that they have argued for and
received a reduced project, they believe they are somehow in a position to continue to dictate
to Placer County exactly how the land should be managed. They believe they have an
expertise in park management. They recommend to parks officials to have docent led hikes
only. They believe that this Blue Oak Woodland is so precious that others should not have
access to the land for back country rides or hikes. They claim some wilderness ethic that the
parks officials somehow don't get and will ignore. Across the country, park officials are relied
on to make these sorts of decisions every day. It is their job to balance recreation and
environmental protection. 2.) Neighbors also continue to claim that this land will be removed
from cattle grazing. They have confused the Farm Bureau and Cattlemen's Association into
thinking this is a bad project for them. This is at odds with the county's own staff who will
work with cattle ranchers regarding grazing. The County Agricultural Commissioner has
provided expertise for your review.
HEARINGS. The same neighbors come to public hearings and repeat statements that are
either not true or have been addressed. They ignore the fact that changes have been made to
the project and continue complaining about things that have been addressed or never will
exist. They argue they were never asked for their opinions. This has been incredibly
frustrating as a member of the community to hear the same complaints over and over again at
every park commission and planning commission hearing. I can only imagine this has been
frustrating to County staff. They have always listened to the public and addressed problems. It
has been terrible to watch the same handful of elderly neighbors attend zoom hearings in
person, some wearing masks incorrectly, in this pandemic, leaning all over the microphone
repeating incorrect information about this project. They may not care about their health but
the health of County staff is important to the public.
OPPORTUNITIES. The existing park, with all its challenges, has been an amazing gem to the
constituents of Placer County and visitors. An outstanding outdoor park, it offers us a place to
go for health and well-being. This has been especially important during the pandemic.
Expanding this park will benefit families for generations. The diversity of those using the
park is remarkable. From seniors to babies, students and parents, it ticks every demographic.
Placer County should be proud to have this park. Businesses nearby benefit from the money
spent by visitors to the park, when they follow up hikes and rides with visits to area art
studios, wineries and downtown businesses. Our tax dollars have helped protect this land. We
deserve access to it.
It is time to move forward. The SEIR and the Conditional Use Permit are thorough and
complete, thanks to county staff's hard work and attention to details. Please support approval.
Additionally, please support this project with funding so that staff can quickly implement the
vision. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Cathy Haagen-Smit
Newcastle, CA 95658

--

-Cathy Haagen-Smit
Newcastle,CA
916-572-8663

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Chip McAvoy
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 11:54:07 AM

I am a lifetime resident of Placer county and grew up on Bell road. I utilize the
existing Hidden Falls regional park monthly.  
I strongly support this expansion project.  
These opportunities do not come up often in the history of a region where local
government can do the right thing and improve the lives of your residents. What
would New York be without central park. What would SF be without Golden Gate
park. What would the lower American River be without the American River Bike
Trail.  
We need to do this.
Chip McAvoy

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Christa Lindsey
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 25, 2021 9:56:42 AM

I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Project because Hidden Falls is a destination for folks like me
who live and work outside of the county but come to play and
spend money here on my days off. I bring friends and family
from all over to this amazing spot.
More parking and more trailheads would spread out crowds
which is more important now than ever before. And of course
if anything this pandemic has taught us is that healthy
activities/family activities benefit everyone.
Thank you for your consideration.
- Christa Lindsey
Rancho Cordova, CA

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dan Cortinovis
Placer County Board of Supervisors
Suzette Mott; Judy Bacich; Carolyn Woolston
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Sunday, February 28, 2021 12:37:56 PM

February 28, 2021
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors
From: Lincoln Hills Hikers and Walkers
The Lincoln Hills Hikers and Walkers group would like to express our support
for the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
Thank you,
Dan Cortinovis, President
Lincoln Hills Hikers and Walkers

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dave Ferrell
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls regional park expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 10:56:31 AM

Hello Placer County Board of Supervisors,
I support a "YES" vote in favor of the Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion
Project.
My wife and I are residents of Placer County, I'm a regional sales manager
and my wife owns her own small business. We have raised five kids in this
outstanding area and we feel that this is a crucial park expansion project
of our treasured natural outdoor trail system.
Please vote yes in favor of the expansion project.
Thank you,
Dave and Toni Ferrell

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dave Spargo
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Fall Trail and Parking Expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 10:59:17 AM

I support a “Yes” vote to expand the Hidden Falls trail and parking areas. This would provide much needed addition
recreational areas in Placer County. I hope that the Board recognizes this and supports it as well.
Feel free to contact me if needed.
Dave Spargo
(916) 622-2060

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

David Wood
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion
Saturday, February 27, 2021 8:59:26 PM

We love Hidden Falls. It is so great to have a amenity like this, access to wonderful hiking trails, in our own
backyard,

-David B Wood
1867 Fallen Leaf Ln
Lincoln, CA 95648
(916) 756-6495

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Doug Croall
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Sunday, February 28, 2021 12:29:29 PM

I would like to inform the Board of Supervisors that I fully support the Hidden Falls
Trails Expansion Project and I urge the approval of the project. I know there is an
organized effort in opposition of the project but I firmly believe the project is in the
best interest of all Placer county residents. I have been a resident and home owner
in Newcastle for more than 30 years and am a frequent user of HFRP.
Sincerely,
Douglas Croall
(916) 316-5980
d_croall@hotmail.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Eden Rock
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 8:47:01 AM

To the Board of Supervisors,
I am writing to express my support for approval of the Hidden Falls Expansion Project. Placer
Land Trust and the County have been working together towards this project for many years
with the help of public funds that the State has already approved for this purpose. While
residents in the surrounding area may understandably have concerns, the public benefit
extends far beyond to the County and region in general, and to future generations.
Thank you for the courage and vision to support this project.
Eden Rock
437 Olive Orchard Drive
Auburn, CA 95603

From: Ed Murach <edmurach@wavecable.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 4:26 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors
I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project! I look forward to hiking the trails.
Thank You,
Edward Murach
Lincoln, California

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Eric Freund
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 1:43:46 PM

Hello,
I support a 'yes' vote by Placer County Board of Supervisors in favor of the Hidden Falls Expansion
Project. Our entire family uses and enjoys the park and wish to see it preserved and expanded for future
use.
Thanks and regards,
Eric Freund
720 Hutley Ct., Granite Bay, CA 95746
916-223-6970

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Eric Muff
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 2:09:35 PM

Dear Supervisors, It is with great concern that I write to you regarding the Hidden Falls
Expansion. I urge you to consider the increased fire risk that will result from the park
expansion. I have heard Andy Fisher explain that Hidden Falls has historically low incidence
of fire.
With increased traffic through the park the risk of catastrophic fire WILL BE HIGHER. It will
only take one fire event to ruin families and lives. If Andy lived in the same county that he
plans parks, he may present the information in a different way.
On another note, a public trail passing through a private and gated community and over Big
Hill Road is likely to pose a potpourri of problems including trespassing, vandalism, theft, etc
etc. This issue has not been adequately addressed. Nowhere else in the Hidden Falls system
do park users encounter vehicle traffic. Be prepared for park users and motorists to be
severely injured or killed at this intersection.
When considering this project, please consider the overwhelming risk and burden this project
will pose to our community.
Sincerely,
Eric Muff

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Beverly Roberts
Kelsey Anderson
Megan Wood
FW: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Hidden Falls Expansion
Thursday, February 25, 2021 11:15:34 AM

For the records.

Beverly A. Roberts
District 3 Director for Supervisor Jim Holmes
Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn, Ca 95603
(530) 889-4081 | (530) 308-4125 | broberts@placer.ca.gov
From: Erin Gallawa <eringallawa@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 1:01 PM
To: Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Hidden Falls Expansion
Please see my email below.
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Erin Gallawa <eringallawa@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Feb 24, 2021 at 12:56 PM
Subject: Hidden Falls Expansion
To: <bos@placer.ca.gov>

Good afternoon,
I am writing today to express my support of the Hidden Falls expansion project. My first visit to
Hidden Falls was actually quite disappointing. I didn't even find the falls and I hated the climb back
to the parking lot! But since then, I have returned many times to run and hike the beautiful park. I
have led Girl Scout hikes for my daughters' troop, chaperoned school PE trips to the trail, and spent
hours running with my friends. Hidden Falls is a special place in our community and if there is more
land to safely and respectfully explore, I think we should make it available. I respectfully request
that you vote to expand Hidden Falls to include more trails and parking.
Sincerely,
Erin Gallawa
Auburn, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Heath Wakelee
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 5:56:24 PM

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,
I wholeheartedly support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion project. I am a hiker/birdwatcher and the expansion
would provide more access for many kinds of recreation. This would attract visitors to Placer County and improve
the quality of life for Placer County residents.
Stay Safe & Well, R. Heath Wakelee
Sierra Foothills Audubon Society, BOD
Friends of Auburn Ravine, BOD
Feathers & Friends Bird Club, President
American Red Cross Disaster Volunteer

-><))))(*>
People will forget what you said but they
will never forget how you made them feel.

From: Hussam Zarea <hussamzarea@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 9:52 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I Support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project!
Hussam Zarea
6193 Crater Lake Dr.,
Roseville, CA 95678
-Hussam Zarea

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ian Milne
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 1:35:47 PM

Board of Supervisors,
As a long term resident of Placer County I wanted to thank you for providing the community
access to Hidden Falls Regional Park. I have very fond memories of taking my kids there
when they were younger and I still enjoy the area today.
I'm very much in support of the expansion project and I hope the Board approves the project.
Thank you for listening!
Ian Milne and family

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jan Henryck
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Trails
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 6:52:49 PM

: I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project!. Please approve it.
Jan Henryck
Applegate
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jane Roman
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Saturday, February 27, 2021 2:28:08 PM

Hi! I’m a resident of Lincoln Hills & belong to the LH’s Hiking Group. I was made aware that Placer County is
considering expanding the trails in Hidden Falls & think it would be great for the residents of South Placer. The
Lincoln area is growing & there will be a lot of new residents who would take advantage of the trails in the park! So
I would like you to consider expanding the trail system!
Thanks, Jane Roman
1600 Avian Hill Place
Lincoln, CA 95648
916-546-6618
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jean Hart
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Thursday, February 25, 2021 12:51:25 PM

Dear Board of Supervisors
I support the expansion of Hidden Falls Regional Park. I am a senior citizen and am always
happy to see other seniors and families using the park all times of the year.
I urge the Board to approve this project.
Jean Hart
Auburn, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jeff Home
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 7:10:09 PM

I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion.
Cheers!
Jeff Cavros
Pleasanton, CA
(925) 271-7007

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jeff Dunkle
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion project
Monday, March 1, 2021 12:24:12 PM

Hi!
I support a ‘yes’ vote by Placer County Board of Supervisors in favor of the Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion
Project. Thank you!!
Jeff Dunkle
Auburn/Placer County Resident
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jeff Morton
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Saturday, February 27, 2021 4:20:27 PM

Board of Supervisors
My wife and I have enjoyed the Hidden Falls park system ever since it opened and we support
the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
I have volunteered with REI and the PLT to build and maintain current trails and you
have my commitment to continue to help with the new project to keep them clean
and fire-safe.
I think this new trail expansion project will benefit so many people and will be
something the neighbors, locals and visitors will be really proud to visit.
Thank you
Jeff Morton
Auburn, CA

Date: February 23, 2021
To: Chairman and Placer County Board of Supervisors
From: Jeffrey Foltz, Placer County resident, member of Gold Country Trails
Council and Placer Trails
Subject: Approval of Hidden Falls Expansion
CC: Megan Wood, Clerk of the Board
My Family, children and grandchildren have been looking forward to this long
journey when Hidden Falls Expansion would finally be before the Board of
Supervisors. Clearly, we think this is a wonderful project for the families and
residents of Placer County and one that will be around for many lifetimes. Our
friends and neighbors all feel the same.
We commend the Board of Supervisors who over 20 years ago created a vision for
the creation and protection of open space and agricultural land through the
Placer Legacy Program. Over the years the program has been supported by the
Board of Supervisors and has continued to grow and prosper. On March 8th, the
Placer County Board of Supervisors has the opportunity to continue that vision
and protect 2,500 acres of open space and open the property for public
enjoyment. What could be a more noble goal of local government than providing
for the health and welfare of its citizens? From the creation of Hidden Falls until
today, the citizens of Placer County have supported the protection of open space
and more trails in the natural landscape free from urban encroachment.
The Hidden Falls expansion has created a great deal of interest both by those who
have fear of the unknown and those who see an opportunity to protect the public
land and provide citizens the ability to commune with nature. History tells us
that it is never easy to create or protect lands for public use. But once
accomplished the benefits are exponential. The struggles to create Yosemite
National Park, the Grand Tetons, and public access to beaches along the
California coast all took perseverance and fortitude. During the Civil War, and
whether the Union would remain, President Lincoln signed a bill preserving
Yosemite Valley and the Mariposa Grove “inalienable for all time” and under
government control. Less than 50 years later, President Theodore Roosevelt, a
man of convection and foresight, protected an estimated 230 million acres of
land, creating 51 Federal Bird Reservations, 150 National Forests, supported the
creation of five National Parks and created 18 National Monuments.
We now have the opportunity in Placer County to leave a Legacy and walk with
legends by preserving land for public use for all time. It has been a long journey
to this moment. The hard work has been done. Land owners welling to sell their
land so it could be preserved in open space, conservation easements created, five

years of studies, reports, public meetings and hearings with the vast majority of
the public in support of opening up lands acquired and protected for public use.
Don’t let a few dissuade you of your responsibility to the greater good.
The reduced Hidden Falls expansion project before you more than meets the
threshold of satisfying the environmental guidelines, traffic, fire issues and long
term financial sustainability, and are all within norms. The public has indirectly
put up millions of dollars to see this project through and will continue to support
it. Many local and Placer County-based businesses will benefit from the opening
of Hidden Falls expansion, i.e., Echo Valley Feed, Placer Farm Supply,
Sundowner Trailers, Douglas Feed, Tractor Supply, REI, farmers , and Mandarin
stands, Bicycle Emporium of Auburn and other bike shops, Sierra Hay and Feed,
gas stations, restaurants, Loomis Basin Equestrian Medical Center and many
more businesses. All of these businesses benefit from the creation of public trails
for recreation purposes and contribute to the County tax base. In laymen
parlance it’s a win-win.
My family, children and grandchildren know you will do right by the 500,000
residents of Placer County and create a legacy for current and future generations.
You have the opportunity to create a County Regional Park second to none.
“It’s your road, and yours alone, others may walk it with you, but no one can walk
it for you.” Rumi once said. The few naysayers will heal their wounds. The
impacts on those few will not be nearly as onerous as everyone imagines. What
we will have are heritage oaks, shaded trails, wild flowers growing on the hills
along with grazing cattle. With thousands of families and children walking the
trails…and saying to themselves what a wonderful thing the Board of Supervisors
did for our community.
Sincerely,
Jeffrey Foltz

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jennifer Long
Suzanne Jones
Megan Wood; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Saturday, February 27, 2021 7:45:43 PM

Dear Ms. Jones
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project for more space to run,
hike, and horseback ride with my family and friends.
I support more parking and more trailheads to spread out crowds and provide opportunities for
healthy activities to benefit everyone.
Jennifer R. Long, MD
Granite Bay
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Jennifer Long
Suzanne Jones
Megan Wood; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Saturday, February 27, 2021 7:45:41 PM

Dear Ms. Jones
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project for more space to run,
hike, and horseback ride with my family and friends.
I support more parking and more trailheads to spread out crowds and provide opportunities for
healthy activities to benefit everyone.
Jennifer R. Long, MD
Granite Bay
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jim Burkett
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 5:59:41 PM

I SUPPORT the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project!
Jim Burkett…Penryn

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Joe Carlin
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Agenda Item
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 10:55:26 PM

I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project!
Joe Carlin
Penryn CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Joey Barrett
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Friday, February 26, 2021 3:59:07 PM

Dear Board of Supervisors,
Please consider going ahead with the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion project. As a frequent user
of the trails, I would love to see the available walking paths expanded.
Thanks,
Joey Barrett

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Johanna Filp-Hanke
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Opposition to Hidden Trails Expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 3:43:29 PM

Dear Supervisors,
Please stop the expansion of HIdden Trails Park.
I am concerned that there will be an increased fire danger. We live right next to the park.
Please remember the horrible fires we had last year.
I am also concerned about the traffic congestion and increased accident risk on Bell Road and
Creamer Road.
In addition, the Cramer turn off on HWY 49 will turn into a death trap.
Please stop the expansion, please take care of us.
Thank you,
Johanna Filp-Hanke
-___________________
Johanna Filp-Hanke
9575 Cramer Road
Auburn, CA 95602

johannafilphanke@gmail.com

LAW OFFICES OF
JUDITH L. WHITMAN
9410 Upper Valley Road
Auburn, CA 95602
530-269-1533
judie@jwhitman.net
February 24, 2021
VIA email to Individual Board of Supervisor Members:
District 1 -- Bonnie Gore – bgore@placer.ca.gov
District 2 – Robert Weygandt – rweygand@placer.ca.gov
District 3 – Jim Holmes -- jholmes@placer.ca.gov
District 4 – Suzanne Jones – suzannejones@placer,ca.gov
District 5 – Cindy Gustafson – cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov
Dear Supervisors:
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
Since June 2018, the residents in our communities in North Auburn and Lincoln and the ag stakeholders (Placer
County Farm Bureau, Tahoe Cattlemen’s Assoc., cattle ranchers) have expressed outrage and concerns
regarding this proposed expansion. The Parks Division continues to disregard the valid concerns of the
stakeholders.
Our concerns about the proposed Project and the SEIR include, but are by no means limited to, the
following issues:
•

There are inadequate, narrow roads with numerous blind curves, blind driveways and off shoot roads –
this was clearly demonstrated by the Traffic Study report prepared by Prism Engineering and submitted
to each of you as well as to each of the members of the Board of Supervisors.

•

The SEIR fails to disclose that the Hwy 49 and Cramer Road intersection is a “Significant but
unavoidable impact” as was concluded in the 2020 Winery and Brewery Ordinance. Hwy 49 and Lone
Star should be disclosed as a “significant impact” as well.

•

There has been a complete lack of acknowledgment and disclosure of the potential evacuation issues.
Although required, there is no evacuation plan in place – without such a plan the loss of life in the event
of a disaster would be catastrophic. I cannot imagine the County or its Supervisors want that tragedy to
rest on their shoulders.

•

There has been a complete lack of acknowledgment and disclosure of the tremendous increased potential
for catastrophic wildfires.
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•

There is a total disregard for the increased demand the project would put on our first responders and the
county’s funding shortfall for Fire/EMS services.

•

Pursuit of this project demonstrates a complete lack of fiscal responsibility at a time when our County
should be prioritizing spending on essential services and funding approved recreation projects that are
waiting for funding.

•

There has been no consideration of the negative impact on ag stakeholders/cattle ranchers and
agriculture as a whole. The impact of this is demonstrated by the opposition to this project by both
Placer County Farm Bureau and Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association.

•

It is my understanding that the residents in the Mears area have not been contacted with the intent to
solicit, identify and address their concerns. Residents hate the traffic and their lives have been
completely disrupted by it yet this ill-advised Project proposes to add more parking spaces and increase
the traffic with no regard to the effect this will have on the ever-suffering Mears community.

•

The pursuit of this project fails to address how the congested volume of visitors on the Taylor and
Kotomyan Preserves will be harmful to the environment, air quality and undermine conservation goals.

•

The project proponents totally fail to adequately identify and address the critical impact of park visitors
gaining illegal access on one of the off-shoot roads that lead to the expansion area: Orr Creek Lane,
Cramer extension, Country Club Lane, Auburn Valley Road, Curtola Ranch Road, leading to
altercations and potential for trespassing and crime.

•

The project will undoubtedly end up providing illegal access into the Big Hill gated community
increasing the danger of trespassing and crime in that neighborhood as well.

There are many other issues that must be considered in determining if approval of this project is a worthy
idea. I believe the foregoing issues are only the tip of the iceberg and each must be fully reviewed and properly
resolved before determining if this ill-advised project will be allowed to proceed.
I trust that you will thoughtfully consider all aspects and impacts of this project. I believe you will quickly
determine that the Parks Division has completely failed to diligently complete their obligations to meet with and
address the concerns from the various stakeholders and to address the multitude of issues, including but not
limited to those described above, raised in legitimate opposition to this expansion project.

Very truly yours,
/s/
Judith L. Whitman
2
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Judy Fuller
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls trail project.
Monday, March 1, 2021 7:35:12 AM

I support the expansion of the Hidden Falls trail expansion project. My name is Judy Fuller & I live in Grass Valley,
Nevada County, CA. 95949.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kara Walker
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Please support the expansion of Hidden Falls
Monday, March 1, 2021 1:38:26 PM

I strongly support the expansion of the Hidden Falls Regional Park, and I hope you will too. I
work in Placer County but live in Sacramento County. Just as many Placer County residents
turn to Sacramento County for jobs, housing, etc., I would love to spend more time in Placer
County recreating at beautiful places like Hidden Falls. But with weekends being the only
time available to bring my kids up, it's extremely challenging with the well-known spots
being so overcrowded. We need MORE places to hike and explore and more places to safely
park where we're not negatively impacting local residents. Nature is for everyone and needs to
be here for future generations to enjoy just as we did as kids. I'd hate to see a few "not in my
backyard" minded folks take that away from the community.
Thanks for your consideration, and I hope you will support the expansion of Hidden Falls!
Kara Walker
Folsom, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Kendra Cannoy
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support the expansion!
Friday, February 26, 2021 9:24:45 PM

Dear Board of Supervisors,
I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. I am a resident of
Auburn. Thank you so much in advance for the work you do to protect
our land and keep it usable for recreation.

Kendra Cannoy
Wellness Consultant
1-949-903-0294

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Kevin Borden
Placer County Board of Supervisors
Kevin Borden
[EXTERNAL] Opposition to Hidden Falls expansion.
Monday, March 1, 2021 3:19:24 PM

My name is Kevin Borden and I live at 10300 Blue Heron Ct. in Auburn, which will be directly affected by this
Hidden Falls Expansion. I am a lifelong resident of Auburn and a local rancher. I live nearby the Bell Rd address
where the Hidden Falls expansion is proposed to take place.
I am in complete opposition of the expansion. The potential problems, which have been identified and certainly
NOT mitigated, is very troublesome and how our elected officials can push something through and decimate our
way of life.
We did not chose the expansion and it is being pushed upon “Us” local ranchers and residents.
I ask for your support as my elected official to please vote “NO” on pushing through the expansion. This expansion
causes undue property values to decline as well as all the other problems associated with it.
Please note, the Hidden Falls project and all the problems associated with Mears Rd have not been resolved and this
is several years after the fact.
I’m disappointed and disgusted that the County would try and push through another project, one that would certainly
cause detrimental damage I must add,   when problems from the first one have yet to be fixed. Secondly, your
decision, if to approve, affects so many of us that live in the area of Bell Rd and have chosen to do so for the quality
of life. To take that away would be shameful. I ask for your support to vote “No” on the Hidden Falls expansion.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Kevin Borden.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lance Loveday
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion - Please Support
Monday, March 1, 2021 2:31:23 PM

Dear Board of SupervisorsI'm writing in support of the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion project, both as a business
leader and an avid cyclist. The Placer Land Trust, the Parks Department and the
Planning Commission have done the proper work and due diligence to vet this
project and recommend its approval. The County and the south Placer region needs
this expansion if we are to achieve our goal of becoming an outdoor recreation
destination in our own right.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Lance Loveday
Rocklin
Lance Loveday | Chief Executive Officer |

+1 916 367 5212

Digital Advertising Management for High-Growth Companies

From: lorenzo@foothill.net <lorenzo@foothill.net>
Sent: Friday, February 26, 2021 12:46 AM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
The Hidden Falls park is one of the best things this county has done.
It makes us the envy of many other places who hopefully will match our efforts. Yet I
find when I go there that most of the people I talk to our residents of Placer County.
Please do not pay undue attention to the small group of local landowners who think it is
the county responsibility to conform to their wishes.
The county planners have already bent over backwards to address their concerns.
Now is time to move ahead.
thank you,
Lawrence W.Smith

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lee Ann Fergerson
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 6:53:27 PM

Placer County Board of Supervisors,
I support the Hidden Falls Expansion!
Lee Ann Haggerty-Fergerson
8401 Boulder Creek
Penryn CA 95663
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Linda K
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 9:07:06 PM

Dear Board of Supervisors:
I want to encourage you to approve to expand the Hidden Falls Trails Park. I would
love to see 30 miles of new public trails added to this beautiful park. So many Placer
County residents use this park that you need reservations for parking there in the
summer months! Obviously, this is a very well used and well loved location and can
be greatly improved for Placer County residents. Why not make use of the over $3
million in grant funding that the State has already approved for this purpose?
Please approve this expansion project on March 8th!
Sincerely,
Linda and Scott Killian
4606 Lemonhill Dr.
Rocklin, CA 95677
(30-year Rocklin home owner and residents)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Linda Cline
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 4:14:47 PM

Attn: County Supervisors
As a north Auburn resident for more than 40 years, I am very concerned about the proposed
Hidden Falls Trail Expansion project! The critical issues are:
1. Narrow rural roads that will not support the increased traffic flow, esp. w/ large horse
trailers
2. The number of blind curves that are a present danger on our narrow roads
3. We all live in an identified High Risk Wildfire area, as defined by Cal Fire and the recent
cancellations in fire insurance to homeowners here
4. Pressure being placed on Cal Fire & first responders with major evacuation issues during
any emergency in this proposed expansion
5. There has been no funding established to address the maintenance and security needs of
this trail expansion
6. There is a trail system already in place to serve those who enjoy hiking without the need to
further impact private property and the agriculture in our community.  
Please give these CONCERNS careful thought, as you make such impactful decisions going
forward!!   
linda cline

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Beverly Roberts
Kelsey Anderson
Megan Wood; Beverly Roberts
FW: [EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 25, 2021 11:13:07 AM

For the records.

Beverly A. Roberts
District 3 Director for Supervisor Jim Holmes
Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn, Ca 95603
(530) 889-4081 | (530) 308-4125 | broberts@placer.ca.gov
From: Linda Steinle <lsteinle911@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 8:57 PM
To: Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project

Hello Jim,
I just wanted you to know how much the Steinle family enjoys Hidden Falls and would
LOVE to see the expansion go forward.
I use the park frequently for both hiking and horse riding, Ben mostly hikes, but we all
enjoy and value our beautiful park.
The horse trailer parking is often impacted as are the primary trails down to the falls. It
will wonderful to be able to utilize alternative trailheads to help disperse user traffic
and help to maintain the integrity of the trails at the main access point. I am hoping
this will allow park maintenance to rehabilitate the hillside where the increase traffic
of new park users have created false trails that are eroding the hillside and the
established trails where they cross.
Ok - I am really just excited to have new trails to ride and condition on :D.
Thanks,
Linda Steinle
Auburn
Here’s one of my fav pics from the park. That’s Daniel Berlant up there on his mare
Brooke. :)

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Loretta McGrath
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 10:08:58 PM

I support Hidden Falls trail expansion. Hidden Falls is a jewel in Placer County and our family and friends have
enjoyed the trails for years. Would really love to see this area expanded. Thanks for your consideration.
Loretta McGrath
Newcastle, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lori Frey
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Thursday, February 25, 2021 2:10:03 PM

I support the Hidden Falls Expansion Project! Over the years my family and I have hiked there
many times. In fact the first time we took our autistic son hiking was at Hidden Falls, and he
walked the entire way without complaining - and carrying a water backpack!
We have many fond memories, but unfortunately have not been there lately because we can
never seem to get a pass.  
I would really like to spend more time there, and this expansion would help me give my son
some of the much needed outdoor therapy he needs.
Thanks for "listening"!

https://www.facebook.com/LoriFreyBroker/
The information in this email, and any attachments, may contain confidential information and is intended
solely for the attention and use of the named addressee(s). It must not be disclosed to any person(s)
without authorization. If you are not the intended recipient, or a person responsible for delivering it to the
intended recipient, you are not authorized to, and must not, disclose, copy, distribute, or retain this
message or any part of it. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender
immediately.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

L. Calvo
Jim Holmes
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] support Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 1:25:24 PM

Dear Supervisor Holmes,
I am emailing in support of the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. I am a former
resident of the Garden Bar area and a current resident of Loomis.
The project offers county residents expanded opportunities for recreation while
minimizing the burden on adjacent residents and allowing for visitation of the park to
be spaced out more evenly instead of being focused on the existing access/parking
point. The Project has undergone thorough environmental review, and the time has
come for approval. Let's not let this opportunity for recreation and open space
preservation slip through our fingers!
Respectfully,
Lucinda Calvo
resident of Town of Loomis

From: Lynnette Batt <lynnettebatt@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 4:26 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Lynnette Batt <lynnettebatt@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] support for Hidden Falls expansion project
Dear Board of Supervisors,
While I am not a resident of Placer County (I live in Nevada County), I want to voice my support for the
Hidden Falls expansion. I regularly travel to Hidden Falls to hike and horseback ride, and really
appreciate the well-managed, extensive trail system. I particularly like the windy, narrow, single-track
trails. However, it is often crowded and it would be great to see additional trails and parking areas
added. It would be neat to see this done in a lower-impact, more "backcountry" way, with smaller, less
developed parking areas- or even having to hike/ ride in to access the new set of trails from the current
main entrance. That would provide a more wilderness type experience, help avoid too much traffic on
the rural roads, and jibe with the conservation values of the expansion area land.
Regional parks and trails are in short supply in the foothills, and it would be great to see this popular
public amenity expanded. As people are getting out on trails more and more, it's important that public
agencies help support this quality of life benefit.
Thank you for your consideration of my comments.
Sincerely,
Lynnette Batt
Grass Valley, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Marjorie Krueger
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 25, 2021 1:42:34 PM

Please approve the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. The current trails, and the Bear
River and lands adjacent are SUCH a treasure for Placer County, lets preserve and expand the
trail access and showcase the beauty and value of nature in Placer County!
I lived in Placer County (Granite Bay) for over 10 years and still visit all the businesses
surrounding the trail systems in Placer County, as well as volunteer for trail maintenance.
Thank you
Marjorie Krueger
Orangevale, CA

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Mark@mvblending.com
Placer County Board of Supervisors
Mark@mvblending.com
[EXTERNAL] YES vote for Hidden Falls expansion project.
Monday, March 1, 2021 1:50:19 PM
image001.png
image003.png

Hello,
I support a YES vote by Placer County Board of Supervisors in favor of the Hidden Falls Reginal Park
Expansion Project.

NOTE: Due to the high volume of inquiries and emails my response times are

delayed. Please understand it’s not because your emails, questions, or
scenarios are not important to me (because they certainly are) it’s just taking
me extra time to get through them.
Respectfully,
Mark Van Biber
Branch Manager | NMLS #227505 |o: 916.824.8700 | c: 916.601.4106 | e
Mark@MvbLending.com

  

       

   

Need to send me a file securely? Click Here | To fill out your Application (apply now): Click
Here
Address: 5701 Lonetree Blvd, Suite 207, Rocklin, CA 95765

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mary Lord
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Yes on Hidden Falls Expansion!
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 6:32:46 PM

We desperately need more open space, more parks, more trails,
and more access to nature.
I truly believe there are far more people for this project than against it.
Sincerely,
Mary Lord
4175 Eagles Nest
Auburn, CA 95603

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Matt Marks
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 1:50:15 PM

We fully support the expansion of Hidden Falls trail expansion. It is a true gem for the entire region
so more trails would benefit many! We own commercial properties in Roseville and support the
use of taxes to expand the trails.
Matt Marks
Tower Investments, LLC
240 Conference Center Drive
Roseville, CA
Matt Marks
Tower Investments, LLC
916-601-4090 cell
mattmarks@towerinv.com
www.towerinv.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Maureen Henderson
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls - March 8 Public Hearing
Monday, March 1, 2021 10:13:44 AM
BOS Letter from LBHA 02-28-2021.pdf

Attached please find a letter from Loomis Basin Horsemen's Association in support of the
Hidden Falls Expansion -- Reduced Project
Maureen Henderson
Trails Liaison

February 24, 2021
Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn, CA 95603
bos@placer.ca.gov
mwood@placer.ca.gov
To:

Placer County Board of Supervisors

Re:

Hidden Falls Regional Park Trail Expansion Project: “Placer Trails” Supports
Certification of the Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) and
Implementation of the Reduced Project

Placer Trails, a coalition of seven trail groups active in Placer County with over 4,000 members,
enthusiastically supports the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. Our primary comments on
the Project are summarized briefly below and addressed in more detail for selected issues in
Attachment 1.
Trails are a favorite of Placer County residents, whether you hike, ride a bike or horse, or run.
The County opinion survey for the Parks and Trail Masterplan showed multi-use trails as the top
priority for future park projects—91 percent support more trails and recreation access to open
space. Placer County’s foothill trails are in high demand, but short supply, and users of these
trails routinely experience overcrowding of popular trailheads and trails, especially at Hidden
Falls Regional Park.
The Expansion Project will double the size of the Hidden Falls trail network and provide public
access to more than 2,500 acres of open-space preserves owned by Placer Land Trust. For more
than 15 years, the Land Trust has been working together with Placer County, the State of
California, foundations, and willing landowners to acquire this natural open space and working
rangeland north of the existing Hidden Falls Regional Park, extending to the Bear River.
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Over $7 million of County funds have been invested along with State and foundation funds to
permanently protect these lands as natural open space, for continued livestock grazing, and to
provide for public trail access. Each acquisition that the County helped fund included deeded
trail easements owned by the County to provide public trail access. Without trail access the
County would not have participated and there would be no preserves. Taxpayers now deserve
access to the trails we have invested in.
The Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) for full build-out of the Trail Expansion
Project, which would include three new trailheads, more than 350 new parking spaces, and 30
miles of trail, concluded that all but a few potential impacts would be less than significant. Fire
officials approved plans for wildfire mitigation and evacuation and traffic engineers approved the
adequacy of area roads. Cal Fire data do not show use of non-motorized trails as a significant
fire risk.
In addition to fire and traffic, opponents fear that trail recreation and livestock grazing will not
be compatible and that agriculture will suffer. However, there are examples throughout
California, including East Bay Regional Parks, City of San Luis Obispo and several more, where
there have been years of uneventful coexistence of multi-use trails through open rangeland with
no ill-effects on livestock or trail users. Recreation and agriculture can successfully coexist and
both are critical to our region’s economy.
In response to public comment, economics, and other factors not evaluated in the SEIR, County
Parks has proposed a Reduced Project as a compromise between (1) the Full Project evaluated in
the SEIR, and (2) elimination of the project as sought by neighborhood opponents. The Reduced
Project is similar to the lowest-impact Project alternative evaluated in the SEIR, but with even
less public access. The Reduced Project would reduce public access, but would have the least
negative impact on the environment and the neighborhood because it reduces parking and traffic
by more than 60 percent. In fact, County staff estimate that the amount of traffic added by the
Reduced Project would be no more than the traffic added if the Expansion Project preserves had
instead been developed to the level allowed by current zoning.
Placer Trails has carefully considered the Reduced Project in relation to our previous
recommendation to proceed with the Full Project. Despite reduction of new parking by more
than half from the Full Project, as well as elimination of public access at Curtola Ranch Road,
the Reduced Project stills achieves a modest increase in parking and, most importantly, will grant
public access to 30 miles of new trails through Land Trust preserves—trails in which taxpayers
have invested millions.
Placer Trails supports the Reduced Project as an acceptable compromise that will substantially
reduce neighborhood impacts, already deemed less than significant, while still opening up new
multi-use trails for public use. The Parks Commission and the Planning Commission have
agreed. We hope that the opponents of the project will also see this as a reasonable compromise.
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Seldom has it been so clear as during the global pandemic that the health of our community
depends on ready access to nature and trails. The new year-round trails at Hidden Falls will be
less than 30 min from most people in the County. The Board of Supervisors should move ahead
to certify the SEIR and approve the Reduced Project. This will allow the County to accept the
State grant of over $3 million to fund most of the Twilight Ride trailhead. Stopping the Trail
Expansion Project will deny taxpayers the benefits of the millions invested to date and damage
Placer County’s credibility with State grant programs. Let’s get going to create a truly unique
and expansive trail system in the foothills of Placer County for present and future generations.
Respectfully,

Bernie Molloy, President
Gold Country Trails Council
P.O. Box 753, Cedar Ridge, CA. 95924

Maureen Henderson, Trails Liaison
Loomis Basin Horsemen’s Association
P.O. Box 2326, Loomis, CA 95650

Matt Wetter, President
Folsom Auburn Trail Riders Action
Coalition
P.O. Box 6356, Auburn, CA 95604

Diana Boyer, President
Auburn Trail Alliance
P.O. Box 4892, Auburn, CA 95604
Patrick Parsel, Trails Coordinator
Tahoe Area Mountain Biking
Association
P.O. Box 13712, South Lake Tahoe, CA
96151
Allison Pedley, Executive Director
Truckee Trails Foundation
P.O. Box 1751, Truckee, CA 96160
Tiffany Van der Linden, President
Meadow Vista Trail Association
P.O. Box 871, Meadow Vista, CA 95722
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ATTACHMENT 1 – Details on Key Points
Public Support and Benefits are Strong
As summarized in the SEIR and the description of the Reduced Project, the expansion
of Hidden Falls trails into adjacent oak woodlands and rangeland is a concept that has
been in the works for more than 20 years. Trail users have been closely tracking the
progress of Placer County and its Placer Legacy Open Space and Agricultural
Conservation Program, working in close partnership with PLT and willing landowners, to
acquire and protect more than 2,500 acres of natural open space and rangeland where
the 30 miles of new trails will be located.
Trail activities — biking, hiking, running, and horse riding — are exceptionally popular
forms of recreation in Placer County. The County Parks and Trails Master Plan survey
showed 91% public support for more trails and open space. There is broad public
support for new trails in Placer County. In addition to the more than 4,000 members of
our organizations, more than 2,200 individuals signed either online or paper petitions in
support of the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project and the County’s Parks and Trails
Master Plan.
Perhaps more telling than simple head counts are the hundreds of comments made by
petition signers. Examples are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

“We support new trails and would love to do whatever we can to help make this happen
and add more value for the community.”
“Can’t wait for the new trails to open.”
“Expansion of the park will be an added asset to our County. As a frequent user of the
Park I enjoy meeting people of all ages who come out to enjoy Hidden Falls.”
“I love Hidden Falls but haven’t been in recent years due to the parking issue. I would
love expanded trail heads to increase opportunities for visitors.”
“Trails are essential for our citizens to have access to nature and open space, both of
which are vital to nourishing the human spirit.”
“I cannot overemphasize the importance of these trails to the health, wellness and safety
of our community. We live in such a beautiful place, we need safe ways to enjoy it.”

Trails have proven benefits to individual and community health, and are a major
contribution to our region’s economy. “American Trails” summarizes their analysis of
economic studies (Attachment 2): “Trails drive economic success in a number of ways.
When trails are brought into a community studies have shown that property values near
the trail increase, businesses near trails flourish, trail tourism provides an influx of
money to communities, and jobs are created due to the trails impact. More and more we
are seeing individuals take outdoor recreation opportunities, largely driven by trails, into
consideration when choosing where to live.”
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Nationally, for example, the equestrian industry is a $50 billion/yr business based on
direct expenditures and more than double that with the addition of indirect activity (see
graphic below). Similarly, a 2017 study by the Outdoor Industry Association, The
Outdoor Recreation Economy, reported that bicycling participants generate $97 billion in
retail spending. A study done for the League of American Bicyclists estimates
that bicycling related activities contribute $133 billion to our national economy, support
over 1 million jobs, and bring in nearly $18 billion in tax revenue. A substantial part of
this cycling economy is mountain biking and access to trails is a critical aspect of
generating the economic benefits. There are numerous localized case studies that show
annual economic benefits of mountain bike trails in the millions of dollars. Overall,
numerous Placer County businesses of all sizes sell equipment, supplies, refreshments
and food for biking, hiking, running, and equestrian enthusiasts.

Because of the popularity of trails, however, existing trails and trailheads—especially in
the foothills—are in such high demand that they are often overcrowded. The Hidden
Falls Trail Expansion Project will add expanded trail access and more than 30 miles of
multi-use public trails through thousands of acres of protected lands, greatly increasing
public accessibility and benefits. The trails will include a combination of new and
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existing trails and ranch roads, including new trails built by PLT with community
investment. Most of the County’s new trails would be on PLT preserves located
northeast of the existing Hidden Falls Regional Park and north to the Bear River,
including a vast landscape of undeveloped blue oak woodlands and rangelands.
Taxpayers Deserve Public Access as the Payoff from Public Investment
About $15 million of primarily State and County funds have been invested to acquire
and protect the more than 2,500 acres of open space and rangeland in the PLT
preserves where the trail expansion will occur. Thanks to PLT and funding partners, the
County has achieved this substantial conservation of oak woodlands and public trail
access while contributing less than 40 percent of the acquisition funding — a highly
leveraged investment by Placer County for public benefit. The Board of Supervisors
approved the County’s role in each acquisition through the normal public process, all by
unanimous votes, and all these acquisitions include an agreement between the County
and PLT to collaborate on providing public trail access.
In addition to participating in funding the PLT acquistions, the County has invested
additional funds to directly acquire the Twilight Ride property and several additional
easments and smaller properties to facilitate trailhead development and trail
connectivity.
All told, and with strong and consistent backing by the public and the Board of
Supervisors, Placer County has invested more than $7.5 million in acquiring the land
and trail access for the Expansion Project. This is in addition to $7.5 million of State
funding and over $1.5 million of nonprofit and private funding. Currently, however,
these trails and preserves are accessible to the public only through monthly docent-led
hikes and other events, greatly limiting public use. Open public access to these trails
and others developed as part of the Trail Expansion Project will be a major public
benefit for now and future generations.
Neighborhood Concerns have been Reasonably Addressed
We believe that concerns raised by some residents who live near the Project have been
reasonably addressed by a combination of improved explanation and the smaller scale
of the project achieved with the compromise Reduced Project. The most prominent
concerns expressed by project opponents have been increased risk of wildfire,
inadequate emergency response plans, increased traffic, and incompatibility of
continued livestock grazing with public trail use.
Risk of Wildfire: The risk of wildfire is considered in two respects: first, the
likelihood that a fire will start, and second, the likelihood that a fire will spread out of
control if started.
The risk of a fire starting due to nonmotorized trail use is addressed by historical CalFire
data. Although some critics of the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion claim that new trails will
increase wildfire risk, Cal Fire data summarized by the San Francisco Chronicle (May

Placer County Planning Commission

February 24, 2021
Page 7
31, 2019) show that trail activities do not make the listing of the major causes of
wildfires. The top human causes are debris burning(13.8%), electrical power(9.4%),
vehicles(8.8%), equipment use(8.2%), and arson(7%).
There is no evidence that day use for nonmotorized trail use, as at Hidden Falls, increases
wildfire risk. Specifically, Cal Fire data show no fires
in Hidden Falls Regional Park since it opened to the
public in 2006. More likely causes of fires in the
Hidden Falls area are those typical of the residential
and ranching activities, such as debris burning,
vehicles, and equipment. In fact, Cal Fire data show
three reported fire responses to private property
near Hidden Falls since 2006.
Regarding the likelihood that a fire would spread out of control if started in the Project
area, fire officials have been clear in their statements at the Town Hall meeting and the
Planning Commission meeting that the management strategies included in the Project
area will reduce the risk of a wildfire getting out of control. Expansion of the trail system
will reduce potential wildfire risk due to fire breaks, fuel reduction, and tree
maintenance, such as already managed by Placer County in the existing Hidden Falls
Park. Continued cattle grazing in the expansion area will also contribute to limiting the
potential fuel growth. In addition, access for vehicles and helicopters will be improved,
resulting in faster response times. The presence of people on trails may even lead to
early detection of a potential fire and a quicker response.
Emergency Response: The Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Draft Emergency
Response Plan was developed in response to a Planning Commission request for more
detailed information. The objective of developing and maintaining an emergency
response plan for Hidden Falls and the Expansion Area is to guide and provide
employees, contractors, and emergency response personnel with information on preemergency mitigation, emergency access and infrastructure as well as instructions to
help them effectively address emergencies and medical aid. The focus of this
Emergency Response Plan is primarily on emergency preparedness and evacuation
protocols for emergency events such as wildfire. It was created with the input from CAL
FIRE, Sheriff, contracted Ranger staff and County staff. In our view, and based on
discussions at the January 2021 Planning Commission meeting, this Draft Plan provides
the answers and level of detail sought by the Commission.
Increased Traffic: There is no disputing that the Trail Expansion Project will
increase traffic in the vicinity of the project compared to current levels. The question is
by how much?; With what impact on level of service and safety?; And, how much
compared to what there would have been without the Land Trust preserves?
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County traffic engineers concluded in the SEIR that the Full Project originally proposed
would not result in unacceptable decreases in levels of service or safety. Nevertheless,
the traffic studies did show a few locations to have present problems and that keeping
Project traffic lower would be a benefit. The Reduced Project accomplishes this
objective. For example, County traffic engineers estimate that the Full Project would
result in peak hour traffic on Cramer road averaging 1 vehicle/53 sec, compared to 1
vehicle/61 sec for the Reduced Project. The Reduced Project is only a modest change
from the current actual 1 vehicle/66 sec. Furthermore, the County’s crash analysis for a
6-year period showed that acceptable levels of safety were not exceeded at any
locations. The bottomline conclusion we take from the traffic engineer’s analysis, which
she summarized at the January Planning Commission meeting, is that the compromise
Reduced Project will substantially address concerns that Project opponents had with the
Full Project.
In addition, a critical perspective to keep in mind, is how traffic increases due to the
Reduced Project compare to traffic increases expected if the Expansion Project
preserves had not been protected, but instead developed to the levels allowed by
current zoning. County analyses determined that the traffic with this potential level of
development would be about the same as that added by the Reduced Project. In effect,
the Reduced Project, combined with the preservation of over 2500 acres of open space,
results in no traffic increase than there otherwise would have been.
Compatability of Livestock Grazing and Public Trail Use: While the first
reaction of many ranchers to the thought of public trails through grazing land is “no
way”, experience in multiple settings throughout California shows it can work well. In
considering the question of compatibility for the Las Varas Ranch project in Santa
Barbara County, the Santa Barbara County Trails Council produced a state-wide report,
“Trails and Grazing” (Attachment 3) in which they evaluate experiences with public trail
access through active grazing land. They evaluated 13 different livestock operations
with public trails in different parts of California, mostly involving cattle. The summary
conclusion from their analysis was: “Research and outreach performed by the Santa
Barbara County Trails Council indicates that grazing is compatible with appropriate
public access and trails. Numerous organizations and land management groups
throughout California currently have ongoing public access through grazing
lands……...”
Both Placer County and Placer Land Trust have pledged their commitment to
maintaining grazing on their lands with the dual goals of preserving agriculture and
managing vegetation.
Placer Trails Supports Certification of the SEIR
We found the Final Supplemental EIR to be comprehensive in addressing potential
impacts and agree with the County’s finding that all but a few potential impacts would be
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less than significant. The County’s response to hundreds of comments on the Draft EIR
were comprehensive and the Final EIR should be certified.
Placer Trails Supports the Reduced Project Proposed by County Parks
The proposed Reduced Project recently proposed by County Parks is a compromise
between (1) the level of public access that trail advocates and County Parks staff
believe will eventually be needed, and (2) complete elimination of the project as sought
by neighborhood opponents.
The Reduced Project is very similar to Alternative 2, the lowest impact Project evaluated
in the EIR, but has even further reduced public access, as shown in the table below.
The Reduced Project would have reduced public benefits, but it would have the least
negative impact on the environment and the neighborhood because it substantially
reduces parking, road modifications, and traffic.

Below is the direct comparison of the Full Project and the Reduced Project:
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Placer Trails has carefully considered the Reduced Project in relation to our previous
recommendation to proceed with the Full Project evaluated in the EIR. The Full Project
evaluated in the EIR, if fully implemented, would quadruple present parking spaces and
maximize public access and benefits. The Full Project, however, would have the
greatest impact on traffic, the environment, and the neighborhood. Despite the
reduction in parking by more than 60% from the Full Project and elimination of open
public access at Curtola Ranch Road, the Reduced Project will achieve a modest
increase in parking and, most importantly, public access to 30 miles of new trails
through Placer Land Trust preserves.
As discussed earlier, a critical perspective to keep in mind is how traffic increases due
to the Reduced Project compare to traffic increases expected if the Expansion Project
preserves had not been protected, but instead developed to the levels allowed by
current zoning. County analyses determined that the traffic with this level of
development would be about the same as that added by the Reduced Project. The
Reduced Project, combined with the preservation of over 2500 acres of open space,
results in no traffic increase than there otherwise would have been.
Placer Trails has decided to support the Reduced Project as a reasonable compromise
that will substantially reduce neighborhood impacts while still opening up a new network
of multi-use trails. We hope that the neighborhood opponents of the project will also
see this as a reasonable compromise. The Parks Commission agreed, with a
unanimous vote to recommend the Reduced Project, and the Planning Commission
recommended that the Board of Superviors certify the SEIR and approve the Reduced
Project.
Not proceeding with the Trail Expansion Project would result in minimal public benefits
from the millions of taxpayer dollars the County has invested. It would not address the
current shortage of access at Hidden Falls, would not meet the goals of the County
General Plan or Legacy Program, and would not achieve the long-planned use of Land
Trust and County-held properties for public recreation. In addition, it would result in
losing the State Recreational Trails and Greenway Grant of over $3 million for Twilight
Ride trailhead development and damage Placer County’s credibility for future grants.

Attachment 3 — Trails and Grazing

Trails and Grazing
Research and outreach performed by the Santa Barbara County Trails Council
indicates that grazing is compatible with appropriate public access and trails.
Numerous organizations and land management groups throughout California
currently have ongoing public access through grazing lands were contacted and
the information gathered is included in this document.

Las Varas
Ranch
Analysis of Issues
Related to Livestock
Grazing Operation
and Trail Use
Neil A Havlik, PhD.

March 24, 2014

Neil A. Havlik, PhD.
Planning Commission
Santa Barbara County
123 E. Anapamu Street
Santa Barbara, CA. 93101

672 Serrano Drive #11
San Luis Obispo, CA. 93405
neilhavlik@aol.com
805-801-3416

Dear Commissioners:
My name is Neil Havlik. I have been asked by the Santa Barbara Trails Council to comment
on the proposed subdivision project at Las Varas Ranch, west of Goleta, California,
particularly in relation to the continued livestock operation, trail routing across the
property, and the compatibility of those two programs.

Personal Qualifications
I am a long-time and well-known natural resources manager, having been involved in this
profession in California for nearly forty years. I graduated with a degree in biology from
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, California (College at that time)
in 1968, earned a Master’s Degree in Botany from the University of California, Santa
Barbara, in 1971, and earned a Doctor of Philosophy degree in Wildland Resource Science
from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1984.
In my professional career I worked for a number of public and nonprofit organizations as a
planner, resource manager, natural history educator, and researcher. In most of these
positions I was involved in many aspects of land and resource management, particularly
involving the use of livestock grazing as a management tool, and integrating livestock uses
with public use of those same lands. This generally included public use of hiking, riding,
and bicycling trails. Specifically, the organizations for which I worked were:
East Bay Regional Park District, where I worked in 1972 to 1978 and again from
1981 to 1987. At the Park District I rose from the position of park worker to
resource analyst to range and property management specialist. In the latter
position I was responsible for oversight of all agricultural operations within the
75,000 acres of the Park District’s 40 properties at the time. There were
approximately 25 different livestock grazing leases covering about 40,000 of
those acres, virtually all of which were open to non-motorized public use
(riding and hiking) on unfenced trails, which brought livestock and trail users in
frequent close contact. I served as the liaison between park management and
the various livestock and other agricultural operators. This meant being
involved in many aspects of those operations, particularly in regard to their
effect on public use and vice-versa.
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Solano Land Trust, where for nine years (1987-1996) I was the organization’s
executive director. During my tenure, the trust acquired over 5,000 acres of
rangelands in four major properties which were eventually opened to the
public for hiking, nature study, and other educational purposes. Like the lands
of the Park District mentioned above, these rich grasslands continued to be
used for livestock grazing operations as well as the public trail use (each site
had one livestock grazing lessee) and as executive director I once again served
as the liaison between the trust’s Board of Directors, the licensees, and the
public.
City of San Luis Obispo, where I worked as the City’s Natural Resources
Manager for sixteen and a half years (1996-2012), until my retirement in July
2012. My primary duties at the City included creation of a greenbelt around
the City, which was a high priority for the community and for the City Council,
and establishing resource management programs for the lands so acquired.
During my tenure the City acquired over 3,500 acres of land in fee title and
another 3,500 in conservation easements, making an excellent beginning to the
goal of a complete greenbelt around the City. At the time of my retirement,
the City operated ten open space areas; open to the public, and ranging in size
from about 30 acres to over 1,000 acres. Six of these sites had livestock
grazing operations on them which were continued, with certain changes made
to accommodate resource protection needs such as excluding livestock from
springs and streams, or to balance the agricultural operations with newly
introduced public use. However, once again, trail use was considered
compatible with continued livestock grazing, and the grazing areas of these
properties were again crossed by numerous unfenced riding and hiking trails.
In my role as Natural Resource Manager I was responsible for development of
management plans for these properties, as well as overseeing the
implementation of those plans. This included determining the livestock grazing
regimes there, and again serving as the liaison between the City, the livestock
operators, and the public.
In each of these positions I have been called upon to judge the proper balancing of
competing uses for the lands involved. Some had seasonal livestock grazing operations,
others were year-round; some were stocker operations with only young cattle, others
were cow-calf operations with a mix of adult and very young animals. This variety of
operations in differing settings has given me valuable experience in working with those
operations, where each livestock operator has his or her own management perspective. In
addition, many of the lands had rare or endangered species in them, which called for
special management or protective measures. Virtually all of the lands, however, were
open to some level of public use on many miles of hiking and riding trails. These trails
were multiple use, and generally unfenced, allowing livestock to intermix with trail users,
often in close proximity.
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Addressing Problems and Use Conflicts
In my many years of experience addressing potential issues between hikers or riders and
livestock, I generally found them to be minor and actually uncommon. The most frequent
complaint from the livestock operators was that the public would sometimes leave gates
between pastures open, so that livestock could move out of the pastures where they had
been placed. This required the operator to round up the livestock or drive them back into
the proper pasture, which added to management costs and time requirements. (In fact,
gates being left open when they should be closed or closed when they should be open are
historically the greatest complaint by cattlemen, and this can occur where public roads
cross pasture boundaries). Other complaints involved people living near the parks
allowing their dogs to roam the countryside, with the dogs occasionally harassing and
sometime even injuring or killing livestock, especially calves. However, it should be
noted that this complaint is quite distinct from people walking their dogs in the parklands
and allowing them to chase livestock. The latter was also a complaint by operators, but
was considered much less serious than the former.
Complaints from the public generally involved people complaining about stepping in
manure while hiking or bicycle riding, and the generic complaint that livestock were
incompatible with a park setting. However, in all my time in these positions I recall only
one incident in which a citizen actually claimed injury, by having been “butted” by a
mother cow when the citizen inadvertently got between the cow and her calf while
hiking. The person was frightened but not seriously injured, and the matter was handled
by the operator’s insurance carrier. There was occasional property damage from cattle
getting out of the fenced areas; however, this usually involved damage to gardens or
crops. Here again claims were relatively minor and were routinely handled by insurers. I
recall no incidents in which a livestock operator made a claim against a park visitor.
In summary, during my almost 40 years as a public land manager charged with balancing
public use with livestock operations, I found that people typically showed common sense
and proper “range etiquette”, and there were generally no problems. I think that the
problems were more vocalized in the urban East Bay than in the more rural Solano County
or San Luis Obispo areas, where agriculture is close at hand and is second nature to many
people’s experiences. In my experience, livestock operators adapted well to public use
within the leaseholds and managed their operations in balance with recreational uses. I
can recall only one livestock operator who relinquished his leasehold when the property
was planned to be opened to the public, but the property was quickly leased again
without difficulty.

Applicability to Las Varas Ranch
I have reviewed the Agricultural section of the Las Varas Ranch EIR, as well as the “Las
Varas Ranch Trails Analysis” by range consultant Dr. Orrin Sage. Dr. Sage stated that the
cow-calf operation at Las Varas Ranch utilizes several pastures to separate heifers (young
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cows that have not yet had a calf) from their mothers (the heifer weaning areas), and to
keep them separate from other cattle during their pregnancies and time of giving birth
(the heifer calving areas). Dr. Sage stated that these pastures were selected for ease of
access by the livestock operator for better safety from predators such as coyotes or
mountain lions, and for protecting the general health of the animals during these times.
This particular grazing situation, involving the heifers and later they and their newborn
calves, appears to be the key issue supporting Dr. Sage’s findings of a significant impact to
the grazing operation, and appears to be the driving force for his recommendations
regarding the near-shore Coastal Trail location and for extended periods of trail closure.
However, based upon my own long experience and review of the maps and aerial photos, I
believe it would be a simple matter to develop screening to shield the cattle from trail
users and vice-versa, thereby obviating the entire issue.
My recommended solution for this issue would involve:
Fencing off a strip of land thirty to forty feet wide along the southerly edge of the
heifer weaning and heifer calving pastures for the trail and creation of a
vegetative buffer to screen trail users from the cattle. Fencing should be standard
“turkey wire” or other durable non-passable fencing that would also prevent
intermixing of dogs and livestock.
Vegetating the fenced trail corridor with a mix of plants of the locally native
coastal sage scrub community would create an effective screen between these
pastures and the Coastal Trail within just a few years.
Based on my review of the site, the gentle topography and relatively good soils along the
bluff top favor this possibility. As many as a dozen species could be utilized for this
effort. These species can establish naturally when coastal areas are released from grazing
pressure or other grassland maintenance techniques, and this tendency could be speeded
up by planting and irrigation for two to three years to ease their establishment. It is
estimated that a fenced strip of land thirty to forty feet wide and occupying an area of
less than two or three acres would be needed to accomplish this effect along the
southerly or seaward edge of the heifer weaning and heifer calving pastures. This would
not seriously affect the functioning of these pastures as they are not of sufficient size to
support the livestock within them without supplemental feed anyway, and they are
already subject to such feeding and other animal husbandry techniques for the health and
predator safety reasons stated above. This of course involves the regular presence of
humans in and among these animals.
Westerly of these pastures the trail is proposed to cross under the railroad tracks and be
in an area of use by older cows which are more used to people and not so likely to be
affected by their nearby presence.
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I would conclude by stating that making what are essentially permanent land use decisions
such as the location of the California Coastal Trail based upon the perceived or
anticipated behavior of livestock is not the soundest basis for such decision-making. The
project EIR notes that changes to the nature of the grazing operation, or even its
elimination by the new owners, as a possibility. For such high-value estate properties,
cattle could be replaced by horses, which are much more tolerant of both people and
dogs, and they might in fact be pets themselves. Grazing use itself might be replaced by
new orchards or vineyards. These changes could all be abrupt, and have nothing to do
with the existence or location of the trail.
It appears to this reviewer that the potential conflicts between the livestock grazing
operation and trail use are overstated, and that obvious, simple and effective
opportunities exist to mitigate the potential impacts of trail establishment and use on
that operation. My many years of experience with the different types of grazing
operations on land with public trail uses, including those involving young cattle and
calves, indicates that problems are not common, can be anticipated, and can be obviated
or completely avoided by simple and effective management techniques.
Thank you for considering this input.
Sincerely,

Neil Havlik, PhD.
Natural Resources Manager (retired)
City of San Luis Obispo, CA.
cc: The Hon. Doreen Farr
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Santa Barbara County Trails Council
P O Box 22352
Santa Barbara, CA 93121
www.sbtrails.org

Re: Compatibility of Cattle Grazing and Recreational Trails
Dear Planners:
My name is Doug Carscaden. I am the supervising ranger for the City of San Luis Obispo and have
been in this position for the last 10 years. Our agency manages approximately ~1,500 acres of grazing
land with 9 different cattle operations/leases. Our grazing land typically supports a couple hundred
head max and consists of cow/calf and stocker operations along with horses/colts. Our agency's lands
are used for both grazing and recreational trails and our pastures support ~18 miles of public trails.
These trails are multiple-use (Hiking and Biking) and cross our land with trail users passing in close
proximity to cattle and horses. Grazing areas have perimeter and pasture fencing with active trail users
in the same pastures as the livestock. We have even developed mini cattle guards to facilitate recreation
but keep the livestock where desired at pasture crossings and illuminate the need for gates. Picture
attached.
The experience of our organization has over the last 10 years, on the whole, been positive because
recreational trails and cattle grazing have proven to be compatible. We receive few complaints from
trail-users about our grazing operation, with an average 5 annually, typically based on general interest,
resource damage or concerns for the health of the cattle and horses. Problems caused to our lessees by
trail-users typically include Dogs off leash and occasional gates being left open. We have never had a
lessee complain about cattle losing weight or experienced any significant conflicts or negative impacts
on grazing operations.
We employ a couple trail management strategies to educate the public and to ensure compatible use.
Signs, mini cattle guards, rotation of grazing between pastures, and rangers in the field to answer
questions if needed.
Sincerely yours,
Doug Carscaden
Ranger Service Supervisor
City of San Luis Obispo
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6/12/14
Santa Barbara County Trails Council
P O Box 22352
Santa Barbara, CA 93121
www.sbtrails.org
Re: Santa Barbara County Trails Council--Public Trails/Grazing
Dear Mr. Otis Calef,
Point Reyes National Seashore was established in 1962 by President John
F. Kennedy "In order to save and preserve, for purposes of public
recreation, benefit, and inspiration, a portion of the diminishing seashore
of the United States that remains undeveloped." This public land was
purchased in fee out of private land and then leased back to the ranchers of
dairy and beef operations, who are essentially still here today.
Today, over 2.5 million visitors come to Point Reyes National Seashore
annually and the dairy and beef operations are still in production. Of the
approximately 150 miles of hiking trails, only a couple go through grazed
lands. Trails such as Bull Point and Bolinas Ridge can have grazing and
hiking taking place simultaneously and we have never had any interactions
that could have caused disruption to the beef operations at those locations.
John A. Dell'Osso

Chief of Interpretation and Resource Education
Point Reyes National Seashore
Point Reyes Station, CA 94956
415-464-5135
john_a_dell'osso@nps.gov
Commemorating 50 years of Point Reyes National Seashore
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that
all may experience our heritage.
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File Code:
Date:
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June 27, 2014

Santa Barbara County Trails Council
P O Box 22352
Santa Barbara, CA 93121
www.sbtrails.org
Re: Compatibility of Cattle Grazing and Recreational Trails
Dear Planners:
My name is Kirsten Pasero. I am a Rangeland Management Specialist for the Eagle Lake Ranger District
on the Lassen National Forest in Susanville, California. I also oversee the recreation program for the
Eagle Lake Ranger District. I have 25 years of experience with land management agencies, both Forest
Service and Bureau of Land Management. I have worked in locations with a variety of recreational trails
including wilderness, non-wilderness, equestrian and Off-Highway-Vehicle (OHV) trails that were within
permitted grazing areas. The Lassen National Forest manages approximately 410,000 acres of suitable
grazing land with 18 Term Grazing Permits that authorize grazing on one or more of the 50 active grazing
allotments. Each permit varies in the number of livestock authorized based on the carrying capacity of
the allotment area. Allotments range in size from 8,000 acres to 150,000 acres in size and may be grazed
by 50 to nearly 1,000 livestock (cow/calf pairs) for 3-4 months annually. There are nearly 500 miles of
developed trails on the Lassen National Forest, consisting of 30 miles of National Recreation Trails, 125
miles of the Pacific Crest Trail, and 325 miles of other trails. These trails are multiple use for walking,
hiking, biking, and equestrian use. Most are cross-country trails and traverse grazing areas that are not
separated from trail-users, except for few of the recreation trails in campground areas where livestock are
not permitted.
The experience of the Lassen National Forest has on the whole, been positive because recreational trails
and cattle grazing have proven to be compatible. We receive few complaints from trail-users about our
grazing operation, with an average 3-4 annually, typically based on hikers/bikers not knowing how to act
around livestock, fear of livestock, or harassing livestock when encountered. Problems caused to our
permittees by trail-users typically include failure to leave gates as they are found (open/closed). We have
never had a permittee complain about cattle losing weight or experienced any significant conflicts or
negative impacts on grazing operations associated with trail users.
We employ several trail management strategies to educate the public and to ensure compatible use. To
help trail users access trails crossed by fences, we often use walk-through gate designs that allow easy
passing but still control livestock. Signs, such as Please Close Gate or Leave Gate as Found are used on
metal or wire gates.
Sincerely yours,
/s/ Kirsten R. Pasero
KIRSTEN R. PASERO
Rangeland Management Specialist
Caring for the Land and Serving People

Printed on Recycled Paper
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5/30/2014

Ben Munger

Ranch Manager | Midland School
5100 Figueroa Mountain Road
Los Olivos, California 93441

Santa Barbara County Planning Commission
123 East Anapamu Street
Santa Barbara CA, 93101
Re: Compatibility of Cattle Grazing and
Recreational Trails―Midland School
Dear Commissioners,
I am the ranch manager for Midland School and have acted in that capacity
for over 15 years. For more than 75 years Midland School has had a cattle
lease on the school's approximately 3,000 acres of property in the Santa Ynez
Valley and the foothills of the San Rafael Mountains. During this time, the
school has had many grazing leases and different grazing operators and
some level of recreational trail use by students and members of the
community. Over the last two or three decades, such recreation trail use has
increased while grazing has continued. Most recently, the school, in
cooperation with the Santa Barbara County Trails Council, improved
approximately ten miles of unfenced trails through our grazing lands; some
of these trails actually follow historic cattle trails.
There are usually 150 cow calf pairs or 200 stockers on our ranch during the
grazing season depending on the lessee. Students have access to all of the
property and walk, ride horses, or bicycles along all of our trails. Our cross
country team and other trail runners exercise on our trails. The school's
property is also open to the public, provided they fill out a hiking or horse
riding permit. Our trails experience moderate to high levels of public use
particularly on weekends and depending on the time of year. All of our trails
are unfenced and students and the public recreate where there are cattle,
often in close proximity to grazing cattle, including calves.
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We have never had a cow, calf, steer, or bull injured during at least the last 25
years besides a driver on Figueroa Mountain Road forcing a steer into a
cattle guard because the steer was on the road. Figueroa Mountain Road is
open range above the county bridge and cattle can be on the road legally
between the bridge and the National Forest boundary. Yes, in spite of the
sometimes heavy use of this road by cars, bikes and nature lovers,
particularly in spring or during winter snows, only minimal problems have
occurred with our open range cattle.
Midlands Schools experience with cattle grazing and trails being compatible
uses is positive. There is very little trash at these public access points and
there has never been an instance of animals eating or being sickened by a
plastic bag. The public are respectful of our ranch rules and help us by
identifying things like water troughs that are empty or damaged fences.
There has not been an incident of gates being left open where cattle have
gotten on the road―most of the time it is our fences that are in need of
repair that allows cattle on to sections of Figueroa Mountain Road that are
not open range. Because all of our trails are unfenced, trail users and cattle
are frequently in close proximity, without serious negative consequences.
None of our lessees have complained about cattle losing weight because of
stress caused by people walking or riding by them. There have been no
incidences of people harassing livestock or complaining about livestock to
the land owner. Folks are genuinely appreciative of having a place to recreate
and value the experience just as it is―a mixture of wildland and ranchland.
We hope that Midland School can provide a positive example of coexistence
of recreational trail use with cattle grazing.
Sincerely,

Ben Munger
Ranch Manager
Midland School

Page 2

This page intentionally left blank.

June 25, 2014

Santa Barbara County Trails Council
P O Box 22352
Santa Barbara, CA 93121
www.sbtrails.org

Re: Compatibility of Cattle Grazing and Recreational Trails
Dear Planners:
My name is Aaron Lazanoff. I have been a manager for the past the 7 years of lands that have public
access. Our agency manages approximately 4000 acres of grazing land. Our grazing land typically
supports 250 cow/calf pairs. There are trails throughout some of our grazing lands. The trails that we
do have are not separated from the pastureland.
My experience over the past 7 years with grazing and public trails has presented many challenges, but
these uses can sometimes be compatible. Problems caused by trail-users typically include failure to
close gates, littering, erosion, unauthorized new trail creation, and dogs. Overall, cattle health is not
significantly affected.
We employ several trail management strategies to educate the public and to ensure compatible use.
These strategies include signs and self-closing gates.
Sincerely,
Aaron Lazanoff
Beef Operations Manager
Animal Science Department
Cal Poly State University
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Agriculture and Trails Questionnaire
Research and outreach performed by the Santa Barbara County Trails Council indicates
that grazing is compatible with appropriate public access and trails. Numerous
organizations and land management groups throughout California that currently have
ongoing public access through grazing lands were contacted. To date, all organizations
contacted have reported negligible issues between the public and grazing operations.
Land
Management

Acreage

Miles of
Trails

Type of
Years of
Incident
Agriculture Coexistence Frequency

City of San Luis
Obispo

700 total

9 miles

Cow/calf,
stocker

15

East Bay Municipal
Utilities District
Point Reyes National
Seashore
Los Padres National
Forest

112,000 acres

1,200 miles

Cow/calf

30+

0 – human interaction;
5x year dogs harass
livestocka
>1 per yearb

71,000

150 miles

Cow/calf, dairy

50+

>1 per yearc

5,000 with
grazing, 1.7 mil
total
21,945 with
year-round
grazing
2,860

1,200 miles

Cow/calf,
stocker, horses

100+

>1 per yeard

1,200 miles

40+

>1 per yeare

75+

1 incident with car,
other than that never

Contra Costa Water
District

20,000

53

13

1 ever

Bureau of Land
Management - Ukiah
Field Office
Lake Berryessa
Running Deer Ranch,
Napa County
PG&E – Point Buchon
Trail and Pecho Coast
Trail
Solano Land Trust

1132

1

Cow/calf
(~5,000
annually)
150 cow/calf
pairs or 200
stockers
3,000 sheep,
1500 head of
cattle
cattle

9

never

Lassen National
Forest
Cleveland National
Forest

East Bay Regional
Parks Department
Midland School

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

100 miles
3.4
22,161

6
Cow/calf,
stocker, sheep

20,000

Varies from
property to
property,
about 15 each
10

2500

5 miles

Cow/calf

Up to 25

Cow/calf
40

1 incident ever

Gates left open
annually, nothing
serious
1 minor incident a
season

Doug Carscaden, Supervising Park Ranger, City of San Luis Obispo Parks and Recreation Department, 2013.
Mike Silva, Watershed Naturalist, East Bay Municipal Utilities District, 2013.
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City of San Luis Obispo
1.
2.
3.
4.

Name: Doug Carscaden
Position: Supervising Park Ranger
Contact: dcarscad@slocity.org or 805-781-7302
How long have livestock and trails coexisted? Livestock and trails have co-existed
ever since SLO acquired these properties, Bishop Peak has had livestock since they got
the land 15 years ago, there are 4 open spaces with cows that each have different cattle
leases, of the spaces don’t have cattle in the winter so the trails don’t become
trampled, other properties were acquired in 2000 and 2006 and have had cattle since
then, the next door neighbor to Reservoir Canyon has water rights for their cattle for
the past 60-70 years, kept the ranch on the Johnson Ranch property
5. What type of grazing operation (cow/calf or stocker)? Both, some places have
stockers if they are there for a short intense amount of time, some places request cattle
ranchers to provide older cows so they are used to people more, roping steers in for a
month sometimes if they are not going to use them, never had a bull in the breeding
season but have had everything else.
6. ~How many cattle are grazed in the vicinity of the trail(s)? 10-25 for each open
space depending on the size and amount of vegetation
7. Approx. length of trails across grazing lands?
8. Is the trail: fenced or open range? About 9.1 miles, trail is fenced, some of the open
spaces have multiple pastures in them and are rotationally grazed
9. Have major issues occurred between trail users and livestock? If yes, the how
often/many? Annually? The only problem is when people let their dogs off leash and
harass the livestock, cows usually hang out where there aren’t trails so there are no
reports of people being hurt, reports of dog harassment 5-10 times a year
10. What do incidents usually consist of? Injuries? N/A
11. How many incidents have occurred in the last 10 years? In the last year? N/A
12. What trail management methods are implemented related to ag (fences, gates,
signs)? Fences to keep cows out of riparian areas, cattle guards, spring gates, drive
through gates, signs that cows will be in the area
13. Are the trails multiple use (bike, hike, horse, etc.)? Two of the open spaces are
multi-use for hiking and biking, one is mostly hiking with a short horse segment, one is
solely hiking
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East Bay Municipal Utilities District
1.
2.
3.
4.

Name: Mark Silva
Position: Watershed Naturalist
Contact: msilva@ebmud.com or 510-287-2035.
How long have livestock and trails coexisted? Since the start of the trails
system and at least as long as he’s been working there, at least 30 years.
5. What type of grazing operation (cow/calf or stocker)? Cow/Calf.
6. ~How many cattle are grazed in the vicinity of the trail(s)? Number of cattle
changes by leases, anywhere from 250-300 head down to 30 at any given time.
7. Approx. length of trails across grazing lands? Approximately 50 miles total –
area is both fenced and open range. There are cross fences but there are some
areas with big gaps.
8. Is the trail: fenced or open range? About 9.1 miles, trail is fenced, some of the
open spaces have multiple pastures in them and are rotationally grazed
9. Have major issues occurred between trail users and livestock? If yes, the
how often/many? Annually? Approximately zero annually. Approximately 810 years ago there was a person concerned about getting charged, but nothing
happened and that was the only compliant.
10. What do incidents usually consist of? Injuries? N/A
11. How many incidents have occurred in the last 10 years? In the last year? 1
in the last 10 years
12. What trail management methods are implemented related to ag (fences,
gates, signs)? Sings are posted on the trail saying that it is a grazing area and to
keep the gates closed, although the gates have springs to self close. Cattle are
rotated between pastures to the location of grazing and trails shift.
13. Are the trails multiple use (bike, hike, horse, etc.)? Hikers and hors
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Point Reyes National Seashore
1.
2.
3.
4.

Name: Dylan Voeller
Position: Rangeland Technician
Contact: 415-464-5216 or Daisy Arao at 415-464-5127
How long have livestock and trails coexisted? Since the National Seashore
was created probably since the 1960s.
5. What type of grazing operation (cow/calf or stocker)? Cow/Calf and dairy.
6. ~How many cattle are grazed in the vicinity of the trail(s)? Unknown.
7. Approx. length of trails across grazing lands? Unknown
8. Is the trail: fenced or open range? Open Range
9. Have major issues occurred between trail users and livestock? If yes, the
how often/many? Annually? There are very few. There was one issue with an
off-leash dog harassing a calf. That’s the only incident.
10. What do incidents usually consist of? Injuries? N/A
11. How many incidents have occurred in the last 10 years? In the last year? 1
in the last 10 years
12. What trail management methods are implemented related to ag (fences,
gates, signs)? There are gates and signs. Gates on pedestrian trails are spring
loaded to close automatically. We’re installing equestrian gates so they down’t
have to get off their horses. We have some fencing to keep cattle off of steep
slopes and environmentally sensitive areas.
13. Are the trails multiple use (bike, hike, horse, etc.)? Most are multiple use.
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United States Forest Service – Los Padres National Forest
1.
2.
3.
4.

Name: Gary Montgomery
Position: Forest and Rangeland Specialist
Contact: gdmontgomery@fs.fed.us. 805-925-9538 ext. 215
How long have livestock and trails coexisted? Likely for generations;
however, grazing allotments were established in 1906.
5. What type of grazing operation (cow/calf or stocker)? Cow/Calf and horses.
6. ~How many cattle are grazed in the vicinity of the trail(s)? Approximately
5,000; however, the amount of cattle depends on the size and location of the
allotment.
7. Approx. length of trails across grazing lands? Most allotments have trails in
them.
8. Is the trail: fenced or open range? Open Range
9. Have major issues occurred between trail users and livestock? If yes, the
how often/many? Annually? Very few. We have not had any reports of dogs
harassing cattle in the last few years.
10. What do incidents usually consist of? Injuries? N/A
11. How many incidents have occurred in the last 10 years? In the last year?
N/A
12. What trail management methods are implemented related to ag (fences,
gates, signs)? Most places are just open land. Some areas have a sign up saying
that cattle are grazing but that’s mostly for vehicle travel like on Figueroa
Mountain. Usually the hiking trails don’t have signs/fences/gates.
13. Are the trails multiple use (bike, hike, horse, etc.)? Most are multiple use.
Some are hiking only, most are hiking/equestrian; however some or OHV only.
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East Bay Regional Parks Department
http://www.ebparks.org/stewardship/grazing
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Name: David Amme
Position: Vegetation Program Manager
Contact: 888-327-2757 ext. 2344 or damme@ebparks.org
How long have livestock and trails coexisted? Over 20 years
What type of grazing operation (cow/calf or stocker)? Cow/Calf that are
rotated seasonal.
6. ~How many cattle are grazed in the vicinity of the trail(s)? We
graze/manage thousands of acres, so that’s hard to estimate. The East Bay
Regional Parks Department is one of the largest grazing organizations in
California.
7. Approx. length of trails across grazing lands? Some allotments have 15-20
miles of trails. Total length is unknown.
8. Is the trail: fenced or open range? Open Range
9. Have major issues occurred between trail users and livestock? If yes, the
how often/many? Annually? Very few. Two-three times per year there will be
issues with people having their dogs off leash and the dog will take off after the
cow.
10. What do incidents usually consist of? Injuries? N/A
11. How many incidents have occurred in the last 10 years? In the last year?
N/A
12. What trail management methods are implemented related to ag (fences,
gates, signs)? There are gates to keep the cattle in. There are signs posted at
trailheads stating that cattle are grazing on the land and give people and idea of
what to do and how to react to cattle if something’s going on. The signs tell
people not to approach the cattle, don’t get between a cow and a calf, and to keep
dogs under control or on a leash.
13. Are the trails multiple use (bike, hike, horse, etc.)? Most are multiple use.
EBRPD – Parks that have Grazing
Park
Acreage Miles of
Trails
Briones
6,117
Garin/Dry 1,200
20
Creek
Las
5,342
Trampas
Sunol
6,859
Wildcat
2,427
TOTAL
**List can be expanded with parks that have seasonal grazing, but some are with
goats and sheep (http://www.ebparks.org/stewardship/grazing/parks).
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Bureau of Land Management Ukiah office
1. Name: Briana Halstead ; Position: Natural Resource Specialist
2. How long have livestock and trails coexisted on your property? Trails &
livestock have coexisted on the Stornetta Public Lands near Point Arena, CA
since
4 when the SPL’s were acquired from private land owners. It has been
under an Interim Management Plan since then, where hiking, and minimal
recreation use is allowed, but no major infrastructure or management has taken
place as of yet.
3. What type of grazing operation (cow/calf or stocker)?Cattle
4. ~How many cattle are grazed in the vicinity of the trail(s)? Spread over the
entire allotment (1132 acres) at any given time, the rancher typically runs about
50-60 cattle. _Depending on the year, however, and the moisture and amount of
forage- there could be as few as 15-20 or as many as 120 out there. _The main
trail (keeping in mind there are no constructed trails yet, only user-created
trails) runs along the coastal bluff, so although they are there, the amount of
cattle near or actually on this trail is likely small.
5. Approx. length of trails across grazing lands? ~1 mi
6. Is the trail: fenced or open range?—The trail itself is not fenced off (from the
livestock), however it is within a large pasture, so you could consider it fenced, I
guess.
7. Have major issues occurred between trail users and livestock? None that I
am aware of.
If yes, the how often/many? Annually? N/A
8. What do incidents usually consist of? Injuries? N/A
9. ~How many incidents have occurred in the last 10 years? In the last year?
N/A
10. What trail management methods are implemented related to ag (fences,
gates, signs)? All trail/public access points are pedestrian gates which are
always open and accessible to pedistrians, but not large enough for livestock to
get through.
11. Are the trails multiple use (bike, hike, horse, etc.)? The Stornetta Public
Lands have deed restrictions that disallows motorized & mechanical vehiclesincluding equestrian. So the SPL is open to hikers only at this time.
12. Would you be willing to answer additional questions in the future? Y / N
13. Best Contact Info (phone/email): bhalstead@blm.gov
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Solano Land Trust
1. Name: Sue Wickham ; Position: Project Manager
2. How many acres does your organization manage? 22,161 acres (broken up in
different properties)
3. How long have livestock and trails coexisted on your property? Up to 25
years on some properties
4. What type of grazing operation (cow/calf or stocker)?Stockers and cow calf,
sheep on one property
5. ~How many cattle are grazed in the vicinity of the trail(s)?depends, as many
as 1000, some cows love to be near the trails
6. Approx. length of trails across grazing lands? 13 miles, 15 miles (they have
different properties with different trail lengths)
7. Is the trail: fenced or open range?
8. Have major issues occurred between trail users and livestock? No
9. What do incidents usually consist of? Injuries? 1 incident with runners. There
was a race on the property near the cows, some of the cows ran too and knocked
a guy over.
10. ~How many incidents have occurred in the last 10 years? In the last year? 1
incident ever, described above
11. What trail management methods are implemented related to ag (fences,
gates, signs)? signs on gates, separate hiker gate, after wet season they smooth
trails (because of hoof prints)
12. Are the trails multiple use (bike, hike, horse, etc.)? Yes (except the property
with sheep), no dogs
13. Would you be willing to answer additional questions in the future? Y / N
14. Best Contact Info (phone/email): sue@solanolandtrust.org; (707) 432-0150
ext. 207
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Cleveland National Forest
1. Name: Lance Criley; Position: Rangeland Management Specialist
2. What is the acreage of the area with trials and grazing (approximation is
fine)? Several different areas on the forest. Highest recreational use are with
grazing is @2500 acres.
3. How long have livestock and trails coexisted on your property? 40 years
4. What type of grazing operation (cow/calf or stocker)? Cow/calf
5. ~How many cattle are grazed in the vicinity of the trail(s)? 150 pairs
6. Approx. length of trails across grazing lands? 5 miles Is the trail: fenced or
open range? Trail has gates where it enters grazed areas.
7. Have major issues occurred between trail users and livestock? We have
had some users frightened by cattle, and one fake charge by a bull. No injuries.
Going the other way, we have many problems with people letting dogs chase
cattle and with mountain bikers cutting fence at gates so they do not need to
dismount. If yes, the how many annually? I receive at most one call a season
from hikers about cattle.
8. What do incidents usually consist of? Injuries? No injuries.
9. ~How many incidents have occurred in the last 10 years? In the last year?
10. What trail management methods are implemented related to ag (fences,
gates, signs)? We have installed interpretive signs at some trailheads about
cattle and have installed mountain bike cattle guards to try to reduce instances
of fence cutting.
11. Are the trails multiple use (bike, hike, horse, etc.)? YES
12. Would you be willing to answer additional questions in the future? Yes
13. Best Contact Info (phone/email): Lance Criley, 619-445-6235 ext. 3457
lcriley@fs.fed.us
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Lassen National Forest
1. Name: KC Pasero ; Position: Rangeland Mgmt. Specialist, USFS
2. How long have livestock and trails coexisted on your property? Most trails
are long existing within our grazing allotments. It varies within areas depending
on whether there are recreation areas or wilderness areas. The PCT crosses a
portion of the Forest.
3. What type of grazing operation (cow/calf or stocker)? Most operations are
cow/calf on the Forest.
4. How many cattle are grazed in the vicinity of the trail(s)? Varies. Sometimes
could be several hundred.
5. Approx. length of trails across grazing lands? Varies Is the trail: fenced or
open range? Open range.
6. Have major issues occurred between trail users and livestock? Sometimes
but not necessarily major. Usually associated with hikers or bikers not knowing
how to act around livestock, fear of livestock, or harassing livestock when
encountered. Sometimes, issues with gates not being left as they are found.
Often try to provide pass through gates for trail users that still control livestock.
7. If yes, the how often/many? Annually? No major issues. See above.
8. What do incidents usually consist of? Injuries? See 6 above.
9. How many incidents have occurred in the last 10 years? In the last year?
Gates left open, annually. No injuries or serious incidents.
10. What trail management methods are implemented related to ag (fences,
gates, signs)?Gates, usually trail-user friendly, and signs such as please close
the gate .
11. Are the trails multiple use (bike, hike, horse, etc.)? Yes, all of those
mentioned.
12. Would you be willing to answer additional questions in the future? Y / N
13. Best Contact Info (phone/email): kpasero@fs.fed.us
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Contra Costa Water District
1. Name: Mark Swisher; Position: Watershed Resources Specialist with Contra
Costa Water District
2. What is the total acreage of the grazing area (approximation is fine)?
20,000
3. How long have livestock and trails coexisted on your property? Since about
2000
4. What type of grazing operation (cow/calf or stocker)? Sheep, cow/calf, and
stocker
5. ~How many cattle are grazed in the vicinity of the trail(s)? At the peak of the
growing season we can have up to 1,500 head of cattle and 3,000 sheep
6. Approx. length of trails across grazing lands? 53 miles of unfenced trails
7. Have major issues occurred between trail users and livestock? Internal
gates are regularly left open which can be problematic when trying to segregate
groups of animals. Hikers uneducated about livestock sometimes are intimidated
by curios stock following them. There was one instance a few years back when a
hiker was charged by a sick cow.
8. What do incidents usually consist of? Injuries? Only the one mentioned in
number 7 but the injuries were minor and the hiker was more concerned about
the condition of the sick cow.
9. ~How many incidents have occurred in the last 10 years? In the last year?
See response to 7 and 8.
10. What trail management methods are implemented related to ag (fences,
gates, signs)? Self closing pedestrian gates are used along the trails and all are
signed requesting that trail users ensure gates close behind them. Fences are
configured to limit trail crossings.
11. Are the trails multiple use (bike, hike, horse, etc.)? Yes, about 13 miles are
multiple use but the rest are for hikers only.
12. Would you be willing to answer additional questions in the future? Sure.
13. Best Contact Info (phone/email):
Mark Swisher
Watershed Resources Specialist
Contra Costa Water District
mswisher@ccwater.com
USPS mail: P.O. Box H20, Concord, CA 94524
shipping: 100 Walnut Boulevard, Brentwood, CA 94513
office: 925/240-2363
cell: 925/890-1552
fax: 925/513-2084
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PG&E Pecho Coast and Buchon Point Trails
1. Name: Sally Krenn
Position: Terrestrial Biologist
2. What is the total acreage of the grazing area (approximation is fine)?
2000 acres for the Point Buchon Trail and 3000 for the Pecho Coast Trail
3. How long have livestock and trails coexisted on your property?
Since the late 8 ’s
4. What type of grazing operation (cow/calf or stocker)?
Point Buchon Trail - Cow/calf; goats and sheep ; Pecho Coast Trail - cow/calf and
stocker
5. ~How many cattle are grazed in the vicinity of the trail(s)? Point Buchon –
140 to 160 cow/calf; goats 200/kidding 350; sheep 100/lambing 200.
6. Approx. length of trails across grazing lands? Point Buchon 3.75 miles/Pecho
Coast Trail – 2 miles
7. Is the trail: fenced or open range? Point Buchon – rotational grazing program/
hikers do hike through paddocks (people passes are installed) – Pechoprimarily open range
8. Have major issues occurred between trail users and livestock? No – only
minor occur approximately 2 times/week ; hikers will ask where the cows are as
they are afraid of them.
9. What do incidents usually consist of? Injuries? None
10. ~How many incidents have occurred in the last 10 years? In the last year?
None
11. What trail management methods are implemented related to ag (fences,
gates, signs)? Our fences on the Point Buchon trail are electrified. Single wire
for cows/mesh fencing for goats/sheep. We post signs and create people passes
for the hikers. We also have an interpretive sign that describes our grazing
program (attached). Pecho coast trail has barbed wire fencing with people
passes and this is a docent led hike; so the docents inform the hikers that they
will be hiking on a cattle ranch.
12. Are the trails multiple use (bike, hike, horse, etc.)? Only hiking
13. Would you be willing to answer additional questions in the future? Yes
14. Best Contact Info (phone/email): sxk2@pge.com 805-801-0288
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Merrill Milner
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Saturday, February 27, 2021 1:23:28 PM

Hello,
Thank you for taking your time and consideration in this matter.
I support the expansion of trails and parking/access for this fabulous park. My family of four
all ride mountain bikes and hike. We visit this park during all four seasons to take in the
beauty each offer. Please seriously consider the expansion of both trails and access points.
The Covid impact has been significant, but in a great way getting more people outdoors. We
have always had amazing interaction between the different users at this park, horse people,
runners, hikers and bikers alike.
Our family is lucky to have homes in Tahoe and Granite Bay. I have been touting this
fabulous park to locals in both communities.
-Merrill Milner
Realtor
M 530 913 0068
merillmilner@gmail.com
License #01251241

Coldwell Banker Realty

Post Office Box 1546
Tahoe City, CA 96145

Lake Tahoe | Squaw Valley | Truckee |

I have not and will not verify or investigate information supplied by third parties.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Davirro, Michael W
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 1:59:10 PM
image003.png

Dear Placer County Board of Supervisors,
I support a “Yes” vote in favor of the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project.
Thank you,

Michael W. DaVirro

Group Property Development & Facilities Manager
Sacramento Group
916-787-4500 office
916-787-4730 direct
916-870-2500 cell
916-844-1445 fax
Michael.W.Davirro@ehi.com
Operating

enterpriseholdings.com
Administration Office
150 N. Sunrise Ave, Dept. 99
Roseville, CA 95661
United States

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use
of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed and may contain confidential and privileged
information protected by law. If you received this e-mail in error, any review, use, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of the e-mail is strictly prohibited. Please notify the sender immediately by return
e-mail and delete all copies from your system.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, February 26, 2021 1:48:30 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Tuesday, February 23rd Board
of Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Mike Vandeman, Ph.D.

Email (Optional)

mjvande@pacbell.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

Other

Other topic

HIDDEN FALLS REGIONAL PARK TRAILS EXPANSION
PROJECT

Comments

Recreation - especially mountain biking and trail-building - is
incompatible with conservation. This project makes a mockery of
the so-called "conservation easement"! Haven't we already
destroyed far too much wildlife habitat? No new trails or parking
lots should be built, and bicycles should be restricted to paved
roads.
What were you thinking??? Mountain biking and trail-building
destroy wildlife habitat! Mountain biking is environmentally,
socially, and medically destructive! There is no good reason to
allow bicycles on any unpaved trail!
Bicycles should not be allowed in any natural area. They are
inanimate objects and have no rights. There is also no right to
mountain bike. That was settled in federal court in 1996:
https://mjvande.info/mtb10.htm . It's dishonest of mountain
bikers to say that they don't have access to trails closed to
bikes. They have EXACTLY the same access as everyone else - ON FOOT! Why isn't that good enough for mountain bikers?
They are all capable of walking....
A favorite myth of mountain bikers is that mountain biking is no
more harmful to wildlife, people, and the environment than

hiking, and that science supports that view. Of course, it's not
true. To settle the matter once and for all, I read all of the
research they cited, and wrote a review of the research on
mountain biking impacts (see https://mjvande.info/scb7.htm ). I
found that of the seven studies they cited, (1) all were written by
mountain bikers, and (2) in every case, the authors
misinterpreted their own data, in order to come to the conclusion
that they favored. They also studiously avoided mentioning
another scientific study (Wisdom et al) which did not favor
mountain biking, and came to the opposite conclusions.
Mountain bikers also love to build new trails - legally or illegally.
Of course, trail-building destroys wildlife habitat - not just in the
trail bed, but in a wide swath to both sides of the trail! E.g.
grizzlies can hear a human from one mile away, and smell us
from 5 miles away. Thus, a 10-mile trail represents 100 square
miles of destroyed or degraded habitat, that animals are
inhibited from using. Mountain biking, trail building, and trail
maintenance all increase the number of people in the park,
thereby preventing the animals' full use of their habitat. See
https://mjvande.info/scb9.htm for details.
Mountain biking accelerates erosion, creates V-shaped ruts, kills
small animals and plants on and next to the trail, drives wildlife
and other trail users out of the area, and, worst of all, teaches
kids that the rough treatment of nature is okay (it's NOT!).
What's good about THAT?
To see exactly what harm mountain biking does to the land,
watch this 5-minute video: http://vimeo.com/48784297.
In addition to all of this, it is extremely dangerous:
https://mjvande.info/mtb_dangerous.htm .
For more information: https://mjvande.info/mtbfaq.htm .
The common thread among those who want more recreation in
our parks is total ignorance about and disinterest in the wildlife
whose homes these parks are. Yes, if humans are the only
beings that matter, it is simply a conflict among humans (but
even then, allowing bikes on trails harms the MAJORITY of park
users -- hikers and equestrians -- who can no longer safely and
peacefully enjoy their parks).
The parks aren't gymnasiums or racetracks or even human
playgrounds. They are WILDLIFE HABITAT, which is precisely
why they are attractive to humans. Activities such as mountain
biking, that destroy habitat, violate the charter of the parks.
Even kayaking and rafting, which give humans access to the
entirety of a water body, prevent the wildlife that live there from

making full use of their habitat, and should not be allowed. Of
course those who think that only humans matter won't
understand what I am talking about -- an indication of the sad
state of our culture and educational system.

Attach a document

scb9.doc

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

Trail-Building: Habitat Destruction by a Different Name
Michael J. Vandeman, Ph.D.
September 2, 2017
"Impacts on and along trails result from the trampling of hikers and
pack stock and the effects of trail construction and maintenance.
These impacts include the loss of vegetation and shifts in plantspecies composition, exposure of bare mineral soil, soil compaction,
and changes in microhabitats, including changes in draining and
erosion. Where trail construction is carefully planned, most of these
changes are of little concern; although pronounced. Most changes are
localized and deliberate." Dawson and Hendee, 2009, pp. 423-4
"The study revealed that almost 80% of extinction research in the
country focused on cute marsupials such as kangaroos and koalas,
whereas not-so-adorable critters such as bats and rodents held only
11% of research time, despite making up almost half of the species
examined." https://mygoodplanet.com/selective-fashion-going-extinct/
Scientists are generally honest, in what they say but not in
what they choose to study. Despite a diligent search in one of the
world's best libraries (the University of California, Berkeley), I
wasn't able to find a single book or article on the harm done by
trail-building. I notice that whenever I see a picture of a trail, I
think "Oh, a trail so what?" It takes an effort of will to think
about the wildlife habitat that was destroyed in order to build the
trail. And the habitat destruction isn't restricted to the trail bed.
As Ed Grumbine pointed out in Ghost Bears, a grizzly can hear a human
from a mile away, and smell one from five miles away. And grizzlies
are probably not unique in that. In other words, animals within five
miles of a trail are inhibited from full use of their habitat. That
is habitat destruction! If there were no trails, we would be
confronted by our own destructiveness every time we entered a park.
It is only because the habitat has already been destroyed for us,
that we can pretend that we are doing no harm.
So why do we build trails? It doesn't take much experimenting
with cross-country travel to see that it is extremely difficult.
There are many kinds of hazards biological (e.g. poison oak, poison
sumac, poisonous snakes, etc.) and physical (e.g. blackberry thorns,
cliffs, rivers, volcanos, etc.). It is extremely difficult to find a
passable-, much less an efficient, route. It would be very difficult
to communicate our location to emergency personnel, without trails.
So it is unlikely that we will eliminate trails in the near future,
except from areas designated off-limits to humans.
That leaves only one option compatible with wildlife
conservation: minimizing the construction, extent, and use of trails.
For example, banning the use of off-road vehicles, such as bicycles,
skateboards, and motorcycles would greatly reduce the use of the

trails, the distance that people travel, and the harm done to the
soil and the small animals and plants found on, under, or near the
trails. Mountain bikers complain about being thereby "denied access",
but of course they can still walk. They just can't easily travel as
far as they can on a bike. On public land, especially, all trail
construction should be thoroughly studied, and should be built only
when officially authorized by the land manager, and only by
thoroughly educated, authorized builders.
By far the greatest threat to wildlife habitat in so-called
"protected" areas would appear to be mountain biking. Motorized
vehicles are generally not allowed in natural areas. The most
destructive use of trails is mountain biking. Knobby tires are
perfectly designed to rip up the soil. Mountain bikers, with rare
honesty, call their riding "shredding". They also have a much greater
range than hikers, and probably also equestrians. They also
frequently ride illegally where bicycles are not allowed.
All of this is well known. But what isn't so well known or
understood is the mountain bikers' drive to build ever more trails.
All park users seem to have a need for a certain amount of
stimulation. A hiker or equestrian can satisfy that need on a
relatively short trail, because they experience it fully, through all
of their senses. They can stop instantly, and turn 360 degrees,
seeing, hearing, smelling, touching, or tasting anything they choose.
Mountain bikers, on the other hand, tend to ride fast, often as fast
as they can, seeking what they call an "adrenaline rush". But even
when riding slowly, the very nature of a bicycle requires one to
focus almost 100% of his or her attention on the trail immediately in
front of their front tire, or they will crash. The consequence is
that they have to travel several times as far as a hiker, to have the
same quantity of experience. And after riding the same trail a few
times, they get bored with it and want to ride a new trail. And when
they've ridden all their local trails, they begin demanding more
trails to be built. Or, if their demands aren't met, they begin
secretly building illegal trails, or building illegal "trail
features" (jumps, berms, log bridges, teeter-totters, etc.). The
rain-forests of North Vancouver are the iconic example (which
destruction continues to this day), but it has been emulated by
mountain bikers all over the world.
If this were a matter of a few sites or a few trails, it
wouldn't be too significant. But it's not restricted to one area.
Mountain bikers, apparently ignorant of conservation biology, have
destroyed thousands of square miles of wildlife habitat, and show no
signs of slowing down or recognizing the harm that they are doing.
IMBA (the International Mountain Bicycling Association) has been
promoting mountain biking tourism, claiming that mountain biking
brings economic benefits to communities that embrace it, of course
ignoring the economic value of the intact ecosystems they are

destroying. The mountain biking infrastructure is called "epic
trails", "ride centers", "bike parks", etc. They bait their demands
with offers of volunteer trail-building and trail maintenance. (But,
of course, their vision of a good trail (lots of humps, twists, and
turns) is quite different from what the other trail users want.)
In the San Francisco Bay Area, projects were created to build
two huge trails the Bay Trail and Ridge Trail each several hundred
miles long, circling the bay near the water and along the ridgetops.
The community enthusiastically voted for these projects, waxing
poetic about all the "new opportunities" to "connect to nature".
Actually, no new habitat was created, and the trail construction
(which still continues) destroyed an enormous amount of habitat.
Nevertheless, I never heard anyone complain about this. People seem
to think that trails somehow thread their way through the wilderness
harmlessly, without touching it.
Haven't we already destroyed far too much wildlife habitat?
Isn't it time we started telling the truth about trails and our
construction and use of them?
Here are a few examples of the destructiveness of trail construction
and use (for an online copy of this paper, where you can click on the
links and won't have to type them, see
https://mjvande.info/scb9.htm):
100 Seconds of Trail Destruction with Matty Miles:
https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?fr=yhs-adkadk_sbnt&hsimp=yhsadk_sbnt&hspart=adk&p=mountain+biking+destruction#id=5&vid=b8f9aa6796
e6a78ebd127bca34017f48&action=click
(Can you imagine what would happen to you if you happened to be on
this trail?!)
Mountain bike trail building:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TtZaUS8YreU
Illegal mountain bike trail construction, Hop Ranch Creek Squamish BC
May 27,2014:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcwfT68fV0U&feature=youtu.be
IMBA promotes trail-building:
"Saturday is National Public Lands Day
Get connected with your local IMBA chapter or club to see if it is
hosting a volunteer trail day this Saturday. Trails don't build
themselves...show some love for the places you love to ride!
Dig In Applications Open Through October 6
IMBA is currently accepting applications for its new Dig In Campaign
- a grant program that directly supports local IMBA chhapters [sic]
with actionable trail projects. The project list will be published in

early October so stay tuned to see what's happening near you."
Vancouver's North Shore All Built Illegally! (The video is 51 minutes
long, but every minute is worth watching. Very enlightening!):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8mB_gOzG7Oc
IMBA wants to create 500 more miles of trail!:
https://www.imba.com/news/imba-launches-dig-in
669 miles of mountain biking trail:
https://oregontimbertrail.org/
San Francisco Bay Trail: 500 miles: http://baytrail.org/
Bay Area Ridge Trail: 375 miles, growing to 500 miles:
http://ridgetrail.org/
Long-distance trails in the United States:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Longdistance_trails_in_the_United_States
The Lost Sierra to gain 300 news miles of trail:
https://www.bikemag.com/industry-news/grant-aims-to-connect-sierranevada-towns-by-trail/
Examples of Destructive Trail-Building:
Illegal Trail Building in Whistler (I am in no way implying that
legal trail building is acceptable! They both destroy wildlife
habitat!):
https://www.piquenewsmagazine.com/whistler/wb-incorporates-darkcrystal-into-its-trail-system/Content?oid=4537412
Glorification of illegal trail building:
https://www.revelstokemountaineer.com/the-spokin-word-treading-thehigh-seas/
IMBA: "IMBA is currently accepting applications for its new Dig In
Campaign, a grant program that directly supports local IMBA chapters
with actionable trail projects. We are committed to growing access
for mountain bikers and increasing the pace of new builds in the
U.S." "It takes a village: that statement of wisdom is particularly
true in the mountain bike community, where volunteers, experts and
funders must come together to make great places to ride happen. In
Wausau, WI, the Central Wisconsin Offroad Cycling Coalition (CWOCC),
an IMBA chapter, recently completed a multi-year project that
resulted in a pumptrack, four bike-optimized downhill trails of
varying difficulty and a beginner-friendly loop, all designed by IMBA
Trail Solutions."
"How To Build A Legit DH Bike Trail":
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uPoSchTxSs8&feature=youtu.be

Glorifying trail-building and mountain biking:
https://www.facebook.com/globalcivic/videos/1437735176244789/
Day in the life of a Trail Builder:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MekS557BEUo: the upbeat background
music clearly indicates the mountain bikers' attitude: trail building
legal or illegal is fun and has no moral implications
Building a Mountain Bike Flow Trail:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ufswp1ABCLU
https://www.imba.com/resources/trail-building/10-most-commontrailbuilding-mistakes
https://mmbhof.org/north-shore-trail-builders/
https://www.singletracks.com/blog/mtb-trails/mountain-biketrailbuilding-101/
10 Ways to Make Your Mountain Bike Trail Awesome! Part 1:
https://bikefat.com/10-ways-to-make-your-mountain-bike-trail-awesome1/
10 Ways to Make Your Mountain Bike Trail Awesome! Part 2:
https://bikefat.com/10-ways-to-make-your-mountain-bike-trail-awesome2/
Build a Mountain Bike Trail: http://www.instructables.com/id/Bulid-aMountain-Bike-Trail/
Trail Building: https://www.pinkbike.com/forum/trail-building/
OUR DIRT: Mountain Bike Trail Building Documentary:
https://vimeo.com/65738812 no speed limit, will hit anything in the
trail; too fast to appreciate anything; no knowledge of biology or
conservation.
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10203947520996337.107374183
1.1471603969&type=1&l=df5b117fa3
Don't forget this one. This is what "rock armored" mountain bike
trails turn into during heavy rains:
https://youtu.be/pOXYaYFfLyo
Because of all the damage done to our mountain slopes from too much
trail building, they are building debris flow basins in our creeks,
here -- but the authorities won't stop the mountain biking... It is
costing us millions of dollars....
Here is more from British Columbia:
Delta, BC...
https://youtu.be/7q67O7r60fY (Illegal trail damage to riparian area)
This trail build was legitimate, but shows the damage done by too
many people trail building, and pulling huge roots out, in a stupid
kind of challenge race to see which team can build the most trail in

the shortest time. Pure mayhem at work here (all through pristine
area of forest, destroying the ground cover, and digging borrow pits
to collect dirt and rocks to pack on the trails):
https://youtu.be/muicHp5kaKs (at the .24 mark, you can see a guy just
tear out a large tree root...) "When Arc'teryx challenged MEC to a
trail building competition, we jumped at the chance to get dirty...
plus we couldn't resist a little friendly competition. So on November
17, dozens of MEC staff and supporters met up with the NSMBA to dig,
grub and mine for gold on the North Shore. Our goal was to build more
trail than Arc'teryx over a few hours."
Unauthorized bike trail damages pristine habitat in Forest Park:
https://bikeportland.org/2010/02/23/unauthorized-bike-trail-damagespristine-habitat-in-forest-park-29920
Tracking the environmental impact of mountain biking in bushland:
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/offtrack/tracking-theenvironmental-impact-of-mountain-biking/6559202
Mountain bikers are also degrading forests and thereby contributing
to global warming:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/sep/28/alarm-as-studyreveals-worlds-tropical-forests-are-huge-carbon-emission-source
The damage mountain bikers do on Fromme Mtn. Seems one builder, MW,
who left the NSMBA hasn't gone away (still digging on the North
Shore) -- and the NSMBA continues to give a thumbs up to this sort of
digging and building:
http://www.pictame.com/media/1472817891010303069_435668765
More trenches dug in the name of "sustainable" mountain biking...:
http://www.pictame.com/media/1553816771487873049_435668765
and this is what they dug up the forest to build (video of the jump
structure in action):
http://www.pictame.com/media/1555623388244116041_435668765
How many buckets of gold dirt [mineral soil] and borrow pit digging
was required to pack all that dirt on the eroded mtb trail on Mt.
Fromme?:
http://www.pictame.com/media/1493117981432213889_435668765
This is what the NSMBA bragged about last year... How much more this
year? For your trail building files/paper to show how devastating
this all is:
https://twitter.com/MECraver/status/890267891144081408
Pleasanton Ridge Illegal Trails - Park Ranger Helicopter Incident 127-12 (NICA coaches taking high school mountain bikers on an illegal
ride, in violation of their own "rules"; note the nasty comments from

the mountain bikers):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJQJeB3hruA
Robert Moor: Only a single sentence negative on trails: "[W]e leave
the most destructive trails, I think, of any group of animals" p.160
Proof That High School Mountain Bike Racing Is Environmentally
Destructive:
https://norcalmtb.smugmug.com/2017-Race-4-Granite-Bay-GrinderFolsom/i-WQ2zCCG
https://norcalmtb.smugmug.com/2017-Race-4-Granite-Bay-GrinderFolsom/i-mxvW2BD
https://norcalmtb.smugmug.com/2017-Race-4-Granite-Bay-GrinderFolsom/i-mVDCGbF
Trees are falling, due to erosion exposing their roots:
http://www.pictame.com/media/1657084424238301428_2237726428
Intact forests are the key to fresh water:
https://news.ok.ubc.ca/2017/12/07/forests-are-the-key-to-fresh-water/
http://www.euanforresterphotography.com/evidence-of-trail-fairies
(click on each photo with cursor to see the story behind the illegal
trail building.... some of it at night time, hiding under darkness.)
This is now celebrated and applauded.... wrong became a right,
overnight... This is how mountain bikers won CMHC... This is the
sordid history of mountain biking on our North Shore...
So much digging for dirt to pour over their ever eroding and
compacted trails. The riding style seen in the last part of this
video is the reason why the trails become that way, eroded and
compacted. Anyone who tries to paint this MTB sport as benign as
hiking, etc. needs to watch this until their eyes pop out!:
https://www.facebook.com/nsmba/videos/10155414065825036/
Illegal trail building a vexing problem for public land managers:
https://durangoherald.com/articles/214352-illegal-trail-building-avexing-problem-for-public-land-managers
An example of how a mountain biker role model rides:
https://nsmb.com/articles/trail-destruction-matty-miles/
Illegal mountain biking on Mount Royal is damaging its ecosystem,
experts say. Repeatedly crossing the mountain's soil loosens tree
roots, affects Laurentian flora:
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/mount-royal-mountain-biking1.4675779
North Shore Mountain Biking Association Rationalizes Its Illegal
Trail-Building:
https://nsmb.com/articles/bc-warns-illegal-building-could-bring-jail-

time-10k-fine/
Illegal trail-building in Kelowna, BC:
http://www.kelownadailycourier.ca/life/article_3c900d9e-8c75-11e89837-7b4caec74090.html
Endangered bees caught in middle of plan to add mountain biking
trails in Minnetonka, MN: http://www.startribune.com/endangered-beescaught-in-middle-of-plan-to-add-mountain-biking-trails-inminnetonka/490114431/
Habitat destruction by mountain bikers using heavy equipment on Bowen
Island, BC:
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/goldendirttrails/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/goldendirttrails/?hl=en
Photo showing the extra habitat destroyed by a winding vs. straight
trail: https://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/news/110050760/nelsonmountain-bike-club-comes-of-age-as-a-big-cog-on-nz-landscape
A 2,000-km biking trail set to open in the Balkans:
https://www.thejakartapost.com/travel/2019/01/28/a-2000-km-bikingtrail-set-to-open-in-the-balkans.html
Proposed system calls for 30 miles of new routes; seen as economic
boon:
https://the-journal.com/articles/138412-trails-plan-aims-to-putsilverton-on-map-for-mountain-biking
"Impacts of Off-Road Recreation [specifically, mountain bike trailbuilding] On Public Lands Habitat":
https://backcountryhuntersmy.sharepoint.com/personal/webster_backcountryhunters_org/_layouts/15
/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fwebster_backcountryhunters_org%2FDocu
ments%2FAttachments%2F1Off%20Road%20Rec-Public%20Land%20ImpactsMay18%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fwebster_backcountryhunters_org%2FDoc
uments%2FAttachments&cid=c61f2b55-e5c4-41ac-bab8-73807388b4e0
Landers: Urging mountain bikers onto a sustainable track:
https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2019/sep/22/landers-urgingmountain-bikers-onto-a-sustainable-/
Profiting from habitat destruction (trail-building):
https://www.bcbikerace.com/resources-to-recreation/
https://vimeo.com/278210701
In Duluth, it costs about $45,000 to build one mile of trail:
https://www.marketplace.org/2020/01/03/recreational-trails-seen-aseconomic-boon/

Mountain bikers build illegal trails first, then ask permission only
if they get caught!:
https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/mountain-bikers-who-builtramps-at-northampton-park-accused-of-vandalism-by-borough-council-18845649 The same thing happened in both Victoria, BC and LaSalle,
Ontario. Kids built dirt jumps in parks without permission. The
cities razed them and the mtb kids whined...
It's not trails that disturb forest birds, but the people on them
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/11/181112082417.htm
"We believe protected areas with forbidden access are necessary and
important, and that new trails into remote forest areas should not be
promoted. Visitors to existing forest trails should be encouraged to
adhere to a 'stay on trail' rule and refrain from roaming from
designated pathways."
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/anarchistic-mountainbikers-threaten-inner-city-park-s-rare-plants-20190205-p50vt3.html:
"Mountain bike riders are currently the park's most destructive user
group.''
https://www.traverseticker.com/news/officials-battle-illegal-trailsat-commons/: Parks Officials: Stay Off "Rogue" Trails

https://www.singletracks.com/mtb-trails/ireland-is-being-blanked-bynewly-built-singletracks/: Ireland Is Being Blanketed in Newly-Built
Singletrack Mountain Bike Trails
Illegal trail-building in the White Mountains National Forest:
http://outsideinradio.org/transcript-rake-and-ride:
"Sam Evans-Brown: If youve ever been walking and turned onto a trail
that suddenly is zig-zagging, maze-like through the woods, winding
crazily through the trees and doubling back on itself thats a
mountain bike trail. Theyre super frustrating to walk on, because
they take forever to get anywhere. Mountain bikers dont want views or
point-to-point trails, they want corners, and obstacles to get over,
and downhills and to ride their bikes until theyre tired and wind up
back where they started. And they want it close to home which means
often these trails were built in whatever woods were nearest by no
matter whose they were."
Recreationists in denial illegally constructed mountain bike trails:
https://www.e-know.ca/regions/columbia-valley/recreationists-indenial/
Trail building is an integral part of being a mountain biker:
https://www.redbull.com/se-en/best-mtb-trail-building-tools.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Monique Wood
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden falls expension
Thursday, February 25, 2021 2:21:06 PM

I am 90 years old and live in Lincoln hills. I am still
An avid biker and hiker. And I support 100 per cent the expansion of Hidden Falls, still one of my favorite hiking
place. I no longer can drive freeways but am able to access Hidden Falls and do frequently.
Hopefully, expansion goal will be realized.
Thanks for your attention.
Monique and David Wood
Sent from my wonderful iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Thomas McMahan
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Thursday, February 25, 2021 7:52:53 AM

I am Nancy Holtz McMahan and I live in Auburn and I support the Hidden Falls expansion project snd I hope you
all vote for it. Thank you. Nancy Holtz McMahan
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Beverly Roberts
Kelsey Anderson
Megan Wood
FW: I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 25, 2021 4:08:00 PM

For the records

Beverly A. Roberts
District 3 Director for Supervisor Jim Holmes
Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn, Ca 95603
(530) 889-4081 | (530) 308-4125 | broberts@placer.ca.gov
From: Patricia Ruud <outlook_4AB87111B8317CA9@outlook.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 2:19 PM
To: Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project

Dear Supervisor Holmes,
I am very strongly in support of the revised expansion plan for Hidden
Falls. The people who support the plan significantly
outnumber those who oppose it, and the opponents have few
arguments in their favor other than they do not want
“their rural lifestyle” to be disturbed. But the land is not theirs; it
belongs to the public and should be used to benefit the
Public.
It is evident from the overflow use of the present park that expansion is
sorely needed. These challenging Covid times have
Only reminded us of how important Nature and open space are, for our
physical and mental health.
Please vote to approve the expansion project.
Thank you.

Patty and Paul Ruud
300 Bridgeview Drive
Auburn, CA

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

pattysemail2002
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Thursday, February 25, 2021 9:39:10 AM

I support the Hidden Falls expansion project.
Patty Becknell
Sacramento
Sent from the all new Aol app for iOS

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Paul Olson
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 1:09:07 PM

I support a ‘yes’ vote by Placer County Board of Supervisors in favor of the Hidden Falls
Regional Park Expansion Project.
Thank you,
Paul Olson
Placer Resident
Granite Bay, CA

From: Peter Nixon <outlook_A5E6B7C5755FCE0A@outlook.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 6:31 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls - Please expand the parking capacity for Hidden Falls. I just biked it
after having to park a ways away and drive narrow, dangerous streets to get there. The Park is such a
better alternative than the roads.

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Randy Whitwell
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, February 25, 2021 10:12:05 AM

I wanted to say that I do support the Hidden Falls Trails
Expansion Project. Preserving the land for public use is a
priceless gift to give our children and a wonderful use of the
land. Please consider the project.
Thank you.
Randall Whitwell
275 Terrace St. Auburn, Ca. 95603
916-233-5136

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

ravalo118@gmail.com
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Extension Project
Thursday, February 25, 2021 9:49:58 AM

Dear Board of Supervisors:
I am writing in support of the County moving forward to approve the trails extension project, thus taking the next
step in the long-term plan to provide public access to land that has been preserved for public recreation in the form
of a connected trail system.
I have heard the arguments against such a system and understand some people’s issues. As a former urban planner,
however, I have witnessed similar arguments and believe they can be mitigated with appropriate conditions and
enforcement. I also know that, in the longer term, the net benefit of trails and access to preserved land for public use
far outweigh the concerns of those impacted in the immediate area in the short term. And, in fact, such a system
most always increases the value of property close to this amenity, both socially and financially.
Thank you for your reasoned consideration of this important decision.
Ray Valone
Auburn, Ca
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Richard Pearson
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Please vote to support the expansion of Hidden Falls Regional Park. We hike there regularly, and it a
beautiful asset for Placer County. Adding more trails, entrances and parking will allow more people to enjoy this
park. Richard Pearson, re...
Thursday, February 25, 2021 12:44:14 PM

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Bob Gilliom
Placer County Board of Supervisors
Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion: Placer Trails Comments for March 8, 2021 BOS Meeting
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 5:22:30 PM
Trails and Grazing.Attachment 3.pdf
Why Trails.Attachment2.pdf
Placer Trails.BOS 3_8_21.pdf

To: Placer County Board of Supervisors
cc: Clerk of the Board
Attached are the public comments from Placer Trails in support of the Trail Expansion
Project.
Ms. Wood, I would appreciate a confirmation that the three attached files are all
readable on your computer system.
Respectfully, Robert Gilliom, Placer Trails

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Bob Sawhill
Cindy Gustafson
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 12:15:39 AM

Hello Cindy,
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
Recreation and outdoor fitness opportunities in our community are vital to me and my family. For
years, we have been enjoying hiking, biking, and relaxing for fun and health. Being outdoors,
immersed in nature, nurtures mental and emotional wellbeing. In these trying times of 2020-21,
this importance has become more apparent for now and years to come.
More placer residents have discovered Hidden Falls and all the surrounding public recreation areas.
It’s good to see people enjoying our treasured parks, but crowding and increased demand warrants
additional parking, multiple access points, and more multi-use trails. This will spread out crowds,
reduce impacts, offer more variety, and enhance the outdoor experience.
Please support the approval of expanding Hidden Falls, the value and long-term benefit to Placer
residents is immense.
Kind regards,

Robert Sawhill  
email: robert.sawhill@att.net
Auburn, Ca

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Bob Sawhill
Cindy Gustafson
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 12:15:38 AM

Hello Cindy,
I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
Recreation and outdoor fitness opportunities in our community are vital to me and my family. For
years, we have been enjoying hiking, biking, and relaxing for fun and health. Being outdoors,
immersed in nature, nurtures mental and emotional wellbeing. In these trying times of 2020-21,
this importance has become more apparent for now and years to come.
More placer residents have discovered Hidden Falls and all the surrounding public recreation areas.
It’s good to see people enjoying our treasured parks, but crowding and increased demand warrants
additional parking, multiple access points, and more multi-use trails. This will spread out crowds,
reduce impacts, offer more variety, and enhance the outdoor experience.
Please support the approval of expanding Hidden Falls, the value and long-term benefit to Placer
residents is immense.
Kind regards,

Robert Sawhill  
email: robert.sawhill@att.net
Auburn, Ca

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Roland Jackson
Robert Weygandt; Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Sunday, February 28, 2021 8:13:52 PM

I support more trails because what we currently have is crowded at Hidden Falls and in
the Sacramento area in general. I love to get away from the driveways after driveways
in my neighborhood in Rocklin to Hidden Falls every week. There I normally can't
hear cars or airplanes. The trails are well maintained. I have a guaranteed place to
park. It's invaluable. Currently we mountain bikers have only 3 places to choose from
locally: Hidden Falls, Auburn State Recreation Area, and Folsom Lake. All of these
places are very busy and often crowded. We are eager to have more trails to ride.  
More parking options, and more trailheads spread out crowds. There is practically
only one trail back to the parking lot out of Hidden Falls now; that trail is like a rush
hour freeway after 9:30 am on the weekends. I hate to be on the Poppy Trail headed
out on the weekend after 9 in the morning because of the large numbers of people
heading in. There's just too many people to have an enjoyable uninterrupted ride up
that hill.  
I've been going to Hidden Falls since 2015. There's only one thing wrong with it: It's
too small, especially during this Pandemic, when more and more families are looking
for a place to go that isn't closed down to exercise
Roland Jackson Jr
5026 Bradford Dr
Rocklin CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Roland Jackson
Robert Weygandt; Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Sunday, February 28, 2021 8:13:54 PM

I support more trails because what we currently have is crowded at Hidden Falls and in
the Sacramento area in general. I love to get away from the driveways after driveways
in my neighborhood in Rocklin to Hidden Falls every week. There I normally can't
hear cars or airplanes. The trails are well maintained. I have a guaranteed place to
park. It's invaluable. Currently we mountain bikers have only 3 places to choose from
locally: Hidden Falls, Auburn State Recreation Area, and Folsom Lake. All of these
places are very busy and often crowded. We are eager to have more trails to ride.  
More parking options, and more trailheads spread out crowds. There is practically
only one trail back to the parking lot out of Hidden Falls now; that trail is like a rush
hour freeway after 9:30 am on the weekends. I hate to be on the Poppy Trail headed
out on the weekend after 9 in the morning because of the large numbers of people
heading in. There's just too many people to have an enjoyable uninterrupted ride up
that hill.  
I've been going to Hidden Falls since 2015. There's only one thing wrong with it: It's
too small, especially during this Pandemic, when more and more families are looking
for a place to go that isn't closed down to exercise
Roland Jackson Jr
5026 Bradford Dr
Rocklin CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, February 26, 2021 2:14:57 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Tuesday, February 23rd Board
of Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

royal hartigan

Email (Optional)

royaljhartigan@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

Other

Other topic

hidden falls trail expansion project

Comments

i am strongly opposed to the hidden falls park trails expansion
project that allows mountain biking in any part of the park.
the truth is that mountain biking is an anti-environmental,
destructive, industry supported, self-centered activity that
creates destruction where it attempts to penetrate natural lands
and the public trust. unlike the misinformation from proponents
of this invasion, it is clear to see this is an industry/bike
association/single-minded advocate agenda to penetrate public
programs, buildings, and natural areas for self-centered gain,
whether it be corporate sales, association control, or selfcentered thrills, all with undue pressure/influence on local
officials and at the expense of unique treasures like local parks
and natural venues. it is a strategy that plays out across the
nation, poisoned by the mantra of the privatized radical
individual as opposed to the common good and public trust.
these spaces are meant for all of the people, not the minority of
a few to pursue restricted single-use narcissist adventure. open
space parklands remain places of reflection and undisturbed
connections with nature, among the diverse animal and plant
life, terrain, and peace those things create. research nationally
documents the destruction that mountain biking wreaks on the
environment as well as people who want to pursue passive
recreation.

you must confront this intrusion and deny any use of the park for
mountain biking or similar restricted-use disruptive activity. do
you as a city want to turn every park into yet another industrylobbied sports complex? Parks and natural environments are not
gymnasiums, race tracks, sports complexes, or circus adventure
rides, despite the propaganda from the industry and IMBA bike
association partners, replete with their websites, consulting, and
talking points, a 21st century snake-oil medicine show. do you
really want the invasion of this destructive, dangerous, and
restricted self-centered activity for a few with its consequent
documented national history of future expansion, destruction,
and danger to people (with permanent injuries and lawsuits
against the city), or do you value something more: a place of
reflection and connection with nature, others, and oneself, giving
us our full humanity, nature’s gift to us all for generations past,
present, and future.

Attach a document

Field not completed.
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Beverly Roberts
Kelsey Anderson
Megan Wood; Beverly Roberts
FW: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Valley Expansion
Thursday, February 25, 2021 11:11:06 AM

For the records.

Beverly A. Roberts
District 3 Director for Supervisor Jim Holmes
Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn, Ca 95603
(530) 889-4081 | (530) 308-4125 | broberts@placer.ca.gov
From: Sandi Howarth <sandihowarth@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 8:36 AM
To: Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Valley Expansion

Dear Planning Commissioners:
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Hidden Falls
Trails Expansion Project. Since June 2018, the residents in our communities in
North Auburn and Lincoln and the ag stakeholders (Placer County Farm
Bureau, Tahoe Cattlemen’s Assoc., cattle ranchers) have expressed outrage
and concerns regarding this proposed expansion. The Parks Division
continues to disregard the valid concerns of the stakeholders.
At this point you can come up with your own concerns, pick from the list below,
or go straight to the bold comments below. You can use this as your
conclusion or write your own. The important thing is to email a letter by
Wednesday, January 27!
Our concerns about the proposed Project and the SEIR:
Inadequate, narrow roads with numerous blind curves, blind driveways and off shoot
roads
SEIR fails to disclose that the Hwy 49 and Cramer Road intersection is a “Significant
but unavoidable impact” as was concluded in the 2020 Winery and Brewery
Ordinance. Hwy 49 and Lone Star should be disclosed as a “significant impact” as
well.
Lack of acknowledgment and disclosure of the potential evacuation issues
Increased potential for catastrophic wildfires
Disregards the increased demand the project would put on our first responders and
the county’s funding shortfall for Fire/EMS services

Fiscal responsibility at a time when our County should be prioritizing spending on
essential services and funding approved recreation projects that are waiting for
funding
Negative impact on ag stakeholders/cattle ranchers and agriculture as a whole. Both
Placer County Farm Bureau and Tahoe Cattlemen’s Association are in opposition to
this Project
The residents in the Mears area have not been contacted with the intent to solicit,
identify and address their concerns. Residents hate the traffic and yet Project
proposes to add more parking spaces and increase the traffic.
Fails to address how the congested volume of visitors on the Taylor and Kotomyan
Preserves will be harmful to the environment, air quality and undermine conservation
goals.
Fails to adequately identify and address the critical impact of park visitors gaining
illegal access on one of the off-shoot roads that lead to the expansion area: Orr
Creek Lane, Cramer extension, Country Club Lane, Auburn Valley Road, Curtola
Ranch Road, leading to altercations and potential for trespassing and crime.
Provides illegal access into the gated community up on Big Hill
We trust that you will thoughtfully consider all aspects and impacts of this
project and whether the Parks Division has completed all their obligations to
meet with and address the concerns from the various stakeholders and
address all the requests of the Planning Commissioners from the 10/22/20
Public Hearing.
Respectfully,
Sandi Howarth

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, February 26, 2021 9:25:16 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Tuesday, February 23rd Board
of Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Stephanie Williams and Keith Collins

Email (Optional)

kcsw4br@sebastiancorp.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

Other

Other topic

Hidden Falls expansion final meeting

Comments

We hope you will approve the modified Hidden Falls expansion
plan so that the County can begin the process of expanding this
very well used County park. It is clear from past use and from
public opinion surveys that the public wants more trail
opportunities for hikers and equestrians. Public open space and
public trails make our County a more desirable place in which to
live and work.

Attach a document
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Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Steve Brown
Robert Weygandt
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Re: Hidden Falls Expansion
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 1:57:16 PM

Supervisor Weygandt

Regarding: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion
As a longtime resident of Lincoln and member of Protect Rural Placer, I am writing to you today to ask
that you reject the proposed Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion. The FSEIR, as with the previous
HFRP EIR, make weak assumptions and do not take into consideration the full impact that this project
will have upon the residents, roads, and fire danger of the nearby community. As a longtime resident of
Garden Bar Rd., I can tell you that all the EIR’s are severely deficient in traffic assumptions pertaining to
Garden Bar Rd. Specifically, the County and Parks Division has sited allowing “classroom size” groups
under the current road conditions (with minimal additional signage). When pressed to define “classroom
size”, we were original told groups of 200 people (now classed as “Special Events”). This is in addition to
the proposed 25 daily parking spaces with AM and PM reservations for a potential total of additional 100
vehicle trips per day on Garden Bar Rd. The introduction of any additional traffic under current road
conditions of this section of Garden Bar Rd. would be nothing short of negligent, putting the lives of
residents and park attendees at great risk for the following reasons:
·

Under the current condition, Garden Bar Rd has many blind corners and is extremely narrow at
many points (as identified in each of EIR’s). Even now, residents passing in opposite directions
must often stop and pull off the road in precarious locations in order to allow room for the
vehicles to pass. To assume that allowing additional traffic with installation of minimal signage
would mitigate this existing danger is absurd.

·

The proposed section of Garden Bar Rd. is a radial dead end roadway extending north from Mt.
Pleasant Rd. and dead ending nearly 6 miles north near the Bear River. In the event of a fire
anywhere north of Mt. Pleasant Rd., Garden Bar Rd. south would be the only viable evacuation
route. Even with the current road condition and number of residents, it would likely prove
impossible to evacuate residents safely should a fire occur. Introducing park goers to this
existing insufficient condition would be negligent, putting many lives at risk.

Based upon the information that the County has provided pertaining to the expansion, the assumptions it
has made, and the negative impacts to the very communities who were not included in any of the 15year planning, I request that you reject this expansion project as proposed.
Sincerely,
Steve Brown
5045 Garden Bar Rd.
Lincoln, CA

From: Steve & Sue <snsgilbert@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 8:00 PM
To: Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Project

Dear Placer County Board of Supervisors,
I am writing to ask that you support the Hidden Falls Trails
Expansion Project. There is a great need for local and
safe places for families to hike and bike in our local area.
As a senior citizen, my favorite exercise is biking. There
are very few SAFE areas where I can bike in our area.
Years ago my wife and I attempted to visit the original
Hidden Falls area but found no parking. It is our hope that
this project not only can expand parking access, but also
provide access to many miles of additional hiking and
biking.
We presently drive to Roseville or Sacramento to utilize
some of their trails and while we are there do much of our
shopping. With additional access locally, we feel that we,
and others, will also do more shopping in our own local
area.
Please support this long planned and anxiously awaited
project!
Thank you,
Steve Gilbert
Auburn

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Stuart Baker
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support For Hidden Hills Trails Expansion Project
Sunday, February 28, 2021 5:54:13 AM

Just want to ask that you support the expansion of trails in Hidden Falls on or about March 8, 2021. I use the
existing trails and while I visit Placer County I usually grab a meal somewhere.
Thank you,
Stuart Baker
6170 Wycliffe Way
Sacramento, CA
95831
Sent from my iPad

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Steve & Sue
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Fall Trail
Thursday, February 25, 2021 9:47:52 AM

We support the expansion of the trails and parking areas needed to allow
more people to enjoy the experience of hiking or biking in this beautiful
area. Dealing with this virus it has been even more important for me to be
able to get outdoors. I have loved biking at Hidden Fall for years. I can no
longer mountain bike but I now love hiking there. I have lived in Auburn
since 1975 and its areas like Hidden Falls that makes living here so
wonderful. I completely support the expansion and I hope the Board does
too.
Sincerely, Sue Gilbert - City of Auburn resident

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Teresa Muscarella
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Bonnie Gore; Robert Weygandt; Jim Holmes; Suzanne Jones; Cindy
Gustafson
[EXTERNAL] Fw: Hidden Falls expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 2:04:35 PM
CCF05172020.pdf

To Whom it may concern,
Attached you will find my comments for the upcoming meeting.
Please enter them into the meeting.
I really question why you are trying to push this through during this trying time in our
lives without the support of our MAC. We have no voice. It is very disappointing. Also
it is very unfair that you are attacking our neighborhood and have dropped Auburn
Valley because they lawyer ed up. It sure pays off to have unlimited funds.
Please deny the trail expansion and the parking lots on Garden Bar and Bell Roads
and stick with the successful docent let activities on the Taylor Ranch, the Kotomyan
and the Harvego properties. We are not opposed to trails or recreation but this
expansion will greatly increase the likelihood of wildfires, and will negatively impact
these already unsafe country roads.
North Auburn would be much better served with parks that the general public can use
closer to the population base.

Teresa Muscarella
Home Design Professional

925-980-7534

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tim Fraguglia
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 9:28:08 PM

Hello,
I just wanted to send a note to say that I 100% support the expansion of Hidden Falls.
The area is a wonderful place to get away from it all, get some exercise and safely
socialize with friends and family. Placer county needs more and more places like
this because we have a very active outdoor minded population. Add to that the fact
that people come up to the foothills for recreation from Sacramento and surrounding
areas. It's imperative that we have places like this for the public to recreate.
Please approve the expansion so that we can all enjoy a less crowded public
recreation area.
Thank you,
Tim Fraguglia

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 5:03:48 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Tuesday, February 23rd Board
of Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Diane Dolley

Email (Optional)

Dolley24@earthlink.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

Other

Other topic

Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion Plan

Comments

I oppose the proposed Hidden Falls Expansion Project

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 4:00:10 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Jeff Darlington

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

My family SUPPORTS the "Reduced" Hidden Falls Trails
Expansion Project and CUP modification. Having more places to
hike and recreate outdoors is very important to my family and
our quality of life in Placer County. Please approve this project!
Thank you,
Jeff Darlington
Loomis, CA

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Ben Arikawa
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 11:00:46 AM

I live in Roseville. I support the expansion of trails in Hidden Falls
Regional Park. I am a support of Placer Land Trust also.
My daughter and I have hiked the Hidden Falls trails. I would like to
see the expansion of those trails. Thanks.
-Ben Arikawa
ben.arikawa@gmail.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Debra Desmond
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 5:29:18 PM

I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project!
Debra Desmond

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Doug Brewer
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden falls
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 7:11:09 AM

I support expansion of Hidden Falls trail expansion.
Doug Brewer
Rocklin ca.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

eric hess
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls expansion
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 7:01:31 AM

I would very much like to see the Placer County board of supervisors approve the limited
expansion of the trail system at Hidden Falls. I live in Sutter county but frequent the foothills
on a regular basis both in Nevada county and Placer county and the Hidden Falls trail system
is very unique in the fact that it allows cyclists, hikers and equestrians all to come together in
the same place & practice friendly trail etiquette. I have Spenceville recreation area a little
closer in Yuba county but it's not as nicely developed as the one that you are currently
managing and it suffers accordingly from a lack of management.With the Covid 19 virus
dictating more outdoor recreation in all our regions it is imperative we provide adequate safe
places to recreate and it only makes sense to expand on the well-managed places that we now
have already.Please vote in the affirmative to expansion. My name is Eric Hess & I live in
Yuba City
Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail on Android

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Erin Cord
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 9:12:06 AM
image001.png

Good morning.
I love the Hidden Falls area and hiking the trails. It is gorgeous. I understand there is an expansion
proposal, and I would support it with gusto!
My name is Erin Cord, and I live in Loomis.
Thank you!!
Best regards,
ERIN CORD

Property Accountant
Advisors Real Estate Asset Services
O 916.947.6500

The information contained in this email (including any attachments) is confidential, may be subject to legal or other professional privilege and contain copyright material, and is intended for
use by the named recipient(s) only.
Access to or use of this email or its attachments by anyone else is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you are not the intended recipient(s), you may not use, disclose, copy or
distribute this email or its attachments (or any part thereof), nor take or omit to take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender
immediately by telephone or email and delete it, and all copies thereof, including all attachments, from your system. Any confidentiality or privilege is not waived or lost because this email
has been sent to you by mistake.
Although we have taken reasonable precautions to reduce the risk of transmitting software viruses, we accept no liability for any loss or damage caused by this email or its attachments due
to viruses, interference, interception, corruption or unapproved access.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Forest Neff
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden falls
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 7:32:35 AM

My name is Forest Neff, I live in Auburn, CA, and I am in full SUPPORT of the hidden falls
expansion project. More options for outdoor recreation will reduce traffic and crowding issues
and enhance our community. Our recreation areas are why most of us love it here and we
would greatly appreciate more access.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jane Wurst
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Cindy Gustafson; Kelly McCaughna; Jim Holmes; Beverly Roberts; Robert
Weygandt; Shanti Landon; Bonnie Gore; Landon Wolf; Suzanne Jones; Michael Spelis
[EXTERNAL] Fw: Hidden Falls expansion. “ WARNING”
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 2:56:04 PM

Jackie Rowe asked me to forward this letter on to you.
----- Forwarded Message ----From: Jackie Rowe <jackieauburn@gmail.com>
To: Jane Wurst <jawurst@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021, 02:25:36 PM PST
Subject: Hidden Falls expansion. “ WARNING”
To All Supervisors,
My son Ty Rowe was one of the early organizers of the PRP. The Rowe family resided at 7190 Superior
Town Road in Lincoln (Big Hill) for over 25 years.
In the 90s we had a fire on our property. It took the fire trucks over an hour to respond. The fire chief told
my husband the only thing that saved the
( Hill ) from total devastation was the canal location on the
property and accessibility to replenish the fire trucks with water. Our property bordered the current
Hidden Falls Park. Had the fire burned out of control it would have engulfed the park and all the
properties in the surrounding area and beyond. The city of Auburn is only a short distance as the crow
flies.
The “Paradise Fire” did not start in Paradise!! The county officials there were forewarned that the roads
were inadequate and had ingress and egress issues. The PRP has been warning the officials here
that the expansion of this park will gravely endanger the lives and property of all those living in the area
on Placer’s narrow rural roads. The lack of adequate access for emergency vehicles for ingress and
egress in rural Placer is overwhelmingly evident and documented.
If approved, this project will create a death trap for all residents, animals and visitors in these areas. The
evidence of these dire circumstances have been continuously presented by the PRP at every county
meeting for the past two plus years.
Please heed the evidence and fears presented and protect the safety and life’s of your constituents and
vote No on the expansion of the Hidden Falls Park!
Respectfully yours,
Jackie Rowe ( Ty’s Mom )
Former business owner, resident for over 42 years
Mother, Grandmother, Sister
of current residents

  

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Janet Russell
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 10:13:26 PM

Dear Placer County Board ,
I am writing in support of the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. Hidden
Falls has become a local treasure, where countless people enjoy the
chance to hike, ride or bike through our foothill landscape. I've watched
it grow and get better and better over the years. I realize that nearby
neighbors have been impacted, but appreciate the efforts that have been
made to mitigate the impact; including the expanded parking and the
reservation system.  
With countless hours of work and money, local trust and conservation
groups have created a unique opportunity to expand this treasure, adding
more trails and expanding not just the size but the access to the river and
trails. Donations have been made with the assumption that the land
would not only be conserved, but opened up to the public for recreation
and education.  
Local officials have listened and respected the concerns of nearby
residents and have adjusted their plans accordingly. I think that parking,
both at the site and possibly at a distance with shuttles, needs to be
planned for carefully. However I do not think their concerns should negate
public access to these lands as intended by those who donated the land
and those who have worked hard for years to gain access. Please look at
the benefits to the overall community and how many people will benefit
from these plans.
Thank you
Janet Russell
2060 Ali Lane
Auburn, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Joanne Neft
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 10:09:58 AM

Placer County values open space and working farmlands.
It’s what we’re all about. It’s why Placer Legacy was founded.
Now let’s make these places available to friends and neighbors.
Please support the additional parking space and improved trails at hidden falls.
Thanks for your positive vote.
Joanne Neft

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Julann Brown
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support for the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 8:49:50 AM

Dear Board of Supervisors,
I am writing this to express my whole hearted support for the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Project. This project has been in the works for 15 years and has thoughtfully accounted for the
concerns around traffic, overcrowding and fire safety. As things stand now, these beautiful
landscapes are accessible through Docent led hikes, and only serve a select few who have the
knowledge and time to participate. Taxpayers have already funded this project to the tune of
12-15 million dollars and only a scant 100 people per year are able to access these protected
oak woodlands!
Placer County has so much to offer and its natural beauty is top of that list! The COVID
pandemic brought to light the importance of our outdoor spaces for the health and well being
of our citizens, it also brought to light the gross inequities that exist in our society, to keep
these lands accessible to a privileged few would be a travesty. I urge you to approve this
trail expansion so that all Placer County residents can enjoy all that it has to offer.

Julann Brown
Auburn, CA
530-308-3859

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Karen Wyatt
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support Hidden Falls trails expansion
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 8:57:02 AM

I support the Hidden Falls trail expansion.
I've already received and returned this request but in case you didn't get it and that's why I got
another request, here it is!
Karen Wyatt
2710 Vista Roble Drive
Auburn, California 95603
530 888-1230

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Kirk Bresniker
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Jim Holmes
Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 6:23:10 AM

I am a long-time supporter of the Placer County Land trust and I would like to ask that the Board
approve the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. Approval of the plan will provide open and
equitable access to these natural resources, improve the health of trail users, reduce parking issues,
and reduce impact on the most used trails.   Limiting access to only docent-led event is not open,
equitable access. A the special session, please vote to approve the project.
Kirk Bresniker
Granite Bay
kirk@bresniker.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Kirk Bresniker
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Jim Holmes
Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 6:23:10 AM

I am a long-time supporter of the Placer County Land trust and I would like to ask that the Board
approve the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. Approval of the plan will provide open and
equitable access to these natural resources, improve the health of trail users, reduce parking issues,
and reduce impact on the most used trails.   Limiting access to only docent-led event is not open,
equitable access. A the special session, please vote to approve the project.
Kirk Bresniker
Granite Bay
kirk@bresniker.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Lydia Clarke
Jim Holmes
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] SUPPORT for Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 2:37:00 PM

Hello,
My name is Lydia Clarke and I live in Auburn CA. I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
because access to more outdoor recreation is important for the health and wellness of the
community. The County should do everything it can to provide healthy and safe options for
the community to engage in. We should have fewer fast food chains, and more parks and
green space!
Lydia Clarke

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mary Jane Mahoney
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 9:30:07 AM

My personal information is below.
I DO NOT support the expansion of the park in any direction that ends in our Auburn rural
areas which will be impacted by traffic and users who have to respect for our environment. Its
entrance off Mears Rd. have impacted residents along the way in many regards. Folks who
have chosen to live in these rural areas decades ago did so, in many instances, for quiet and
privacy.
--

Create a wonderful day!
I HAVE NOT AND WILL NOT VERIFY OR INVESTIGATE THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THIRD
PARTIES.
Click here to visit my website for market information.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

mark rideout
Placer County Board of Supervisors
Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Project Support
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 12:45:08 PM

Dear Members of the Board,
As my letter of support for the Hidden Falls Regional Park project, inserted below are my talking
points for your hearing on Monday, March 8th.
Thank you for your consideration, and support of recreation in our County.
Sincerely,
Mark Rideout
PO Box 6106 Auburn, CA 95604
++++++INSERTED TEXT++++++
PLACER COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS – Talking Points – March 08, 2021
Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN1900187)

Good Afternoon; Mr. Chair, Members of the Board--I’m Mark Rideout, from 10465 Dutchmans Mine Road in Ophir, where my family has lived, paid
property taxes, and engaged in the local community since 1924. I retired from Placer County, last
October, after 28-years; where I held positions including Architect, Property Manager, and Deputy
Director. My experience with Hidden Falls began in 2002, when I negotiated the purchase of Spears
Ranch.
Today, I want to highlight my personal experiences, and urge your Board to approve the
recommended Project.
I was personally involved in each property transaction. The Negotiations, Contracts, and Board
Recommendations. Throughout, the County clearly disclosed the potential for Public Recreation. For
each transaction – the meetings were noticed, there was a public hearing, and your Board gave its
approval. All of which, provide the opportunity, before you today.
I was personally involved in the first Hidden Falls Regional Park Project. The Design, Environmental
Review, and Use Permit. Throughout, the County reliably responded to Community input. We
crafted the first Hidden Falls Use Permit – addressing many thoughtful questions, and comments.
This process delivered the outstanding Recreational Amenity, which is enjoyed by our community
today.
                                                               

I was personally involved in the subject Trails Expansion Project. The Community meetings,
environmental document preparation, and collaborations. I submit – that Staff listened, to the
community, again. We worked with the Fire District, consultants and the community, to Honestly
address each concern. The exhaustive EIR, and protracted timeframe – are a direct result of Staff
listening to the local community.
The recommended Reduced Project, is direct evidence, of the care that Andy, Lisa and the Team feel for our Community. It is a good project, and I honestly say that. Not just because of my
involvement, but because of the facts; contained in the EIR, and staff recommendation.
Trail Users, from North Auburn and the rest of Placer County, BEG Parks Staff for More Trails. This
only increased, through last spring with COVID. I submit that this demand will only continue to
grow; as families and friends - rediscover each other, and the outdoors.
In closing- I’ll urge your Board to approve this Project, so your property tax investments can realize
their potential; and so future generations can seek wellness, and enjoy the wonder of our beautiful
County.
Thank you,

++++++INSERTED TEXT++++++

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Spencer, Nicole
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL]
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 7:12:34 AM
Outlook-1vf4dxe2.png

Good morning
I am a resident of Auburn and work Placer county as a real estate agent. I would LOVE to see
the trails get expanded at Hidden Falls. I frequent this place to get exercise and practice self
care. Expanding the park will provide more trails to explore and opening a bell parking will
reduce my driving time from 20 min to 10 min. People move here to have access to nature
and yet in many ways it takes longer to get to trails from our homes here than from most
places in the bay area - as they have trail systems all over the hills that surround it.  
Please vote yes!
Nicole Spencer
o. 530-886-5720 | m. 650-537-1245
BRE # 02008447 **Masters Club**
www.NicoleSpencerHomes.com
Like: Facebook

Masters Club – Placer County Association of Realtors

2020 International President's Elite Award
2016-2019 International President’s Circle Team – top 5% small teams nationwide and top
2% Northern California (out of 4500 agents)
2019 Real Trends America’s Best Real Estate Teams – top 1% real estate professionals
nationwide

*Wire Fraud is Real*. Before wiring any money, call the intended recipient at a number you
know is valid to confirm the instructions. Additionally, please note that the sender does not
have authority to bind a party to a real estate contract via written or verbal communication.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Sally Armbrust
Supervisor Gore
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 9:16:06 AM

Hi Ms Gore,
Writing to let you know that myself and my family support more trails with the Hidden Falls
Trails Expansion. Two of my three kids have joined the Woodcreek Mountain Bike Racing
Team, and it has become a huge part of our life. Hidden Falls is one of our favorite locations,
yet it is impacted and crowded.
Expanding Hidden Falls Trails will allow more youth like my kids to experience the beauty
our area has to offer. Adding parking lots will help offset the crowds at the current lot and
spread out the use of the area.
Please vote to support this effort in bring more heath and outdoors to our kids and our
community!
SIncerely,
Sally Armbrust
Roseville, Ca

Virus-free. www.avast.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sandra H. Harris
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 12:43:06 PM

Dear Board Members,
I have enjoyed Hidden Falls on many occasions. I have noted the popularity of the facility, the overburdened parking area and traffic brought into the local neighborhoods. Not living immediately in
the vicinity of the park, I can only imagine the concerns the residents have about expanding the
park. However, based on the presentation at the Planning Commission, it appears that a great deal
of thought and compromise have gone into the proposed expansion and I support the proposal
before you for approval.

Sandy Harris
5911 Reba Drive
Granite Bay
916-791-7427

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sasha Holland
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 6:34:43 AM

Good morning,
I absolutely DO NOT support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
We have trails everywhere in Roseville and plenty of safe street parking if people want to
explore other areas that have been set aside as preserved.
Our streets are a mess with potholes and many playgrounds are old and need to be refreshed
for the safety and enjoyment of the children in the area.
This project is a waste of money and goes against PRESERVING the natural area.
Fragmenting a an area by cutting trails and adding a parking lot is NOT preservation of a
nature.

Sasha Holland
Roseville

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Yahooo
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project!
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 1:05:35 PM

Placer County Board of Supervisors,
Please approve the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. It will make the
best county in California even better.
Regards,
Tapani Lindgren
Roseville

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Kelly McCaughna
Megan Wood
Hidden Falls Public Comment | FW: [EXTERNAL] Fw: Hidden Falls expansion
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 12:12:19 PM
CCF05172020.pdf
image001.png

Hi Megan. Teresa Muscarella has asked that her comments be included in the March 8th meeting.
Thanks,
Kelly
Kelly McCaughna
District Aide
Office of Supervisor Cindy Gustafson
kmccaughna@placer.ca.gov
(530) 305-9735
County Website/D5

From: Teresa Muscarella <trmdesigns@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, March 1, 2021 2:04 PM
To: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Bonnie Gore
<BonnieGore@placer.ca.gov>; Robert Weygandt <RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>; Jim Holmes
<JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>; Suzanne Jones <SuzanneJones@placer.ca.gov>; Cindy Gustafson
<cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fw: Hidden Falls expansion

To Whom it may concern,
Attached you will find my comments for the upcoming meeting.
Please enter them into the meeting.
I really question why you are trying to push this through during this trying time in our lives
without the support of our MAC. We have no voice. It is very disappointing. Also it is very
unfair that you are attacking our neighborhood and have dropped Auburn Valley because they
lawyer ed up. It sure pays off to have unlimited funds.

Please deny the trail expansion and the parking lots on Garden Bar and Bell Roads and stick
with the successful docent let activities on the Taylor Ranch, the Kotomyan and the Harvego
properties. We are not opposed to trails or recreation but this expansion will greatly increase
the likelihood of wildfires, and will negatively impact these already unsafe country roads.
North Auburn would be much better served with parks that the general public can use closer to
the population base.

Teresa Muscarella
Home Design Professional

925-980-7534

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

William Scott
jholmes@placerer.ca.gov
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I TOTALLY SUPPORT THE HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION TRAIL PROJECT!!!!
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 2:42:25 PM

Dear Supervisor Holmes:
As a long-time resident of Placer County and enthusiastic fan of the Hidden
Falls
trail, I want to express to you my whole-hearted support of the Hidden Falls
expansion as currently proposed and under Board consideration.
My support is based not only on my own wonderful experiences using the
current
trail, but more importantly, on the great joy that I have witnessed on the
faces of the
countless hikers and walkers of all ages that I have encountered while hiking
the trail. This is a gem that enhances the mental health and well-being of all
Placer County residents...and not merely that of the users themselves.
Families are stronger when ANY of their members can use the trail and come
back
better centered and more in touch with our shared natural domain. The trail
offers
everyone a chance to think and meditate on their own lives and on the lives
of
their loved ones. If ever there was an outstanding and free source of mental
health in Placer County, it lies in our wonderful Hidden Falls.
The proposed expansion will do nothing but enhance the quality of life in
Placer County, thus greatly expanding the overall community benefits that
we already
enjoy from the current trail. We have precious few gems left at our disposal,
and this project
for sure is our 500 carat diamond to be enjoyed by all. Let's take advantage
of the opportunity, and enhance the area permanently, for ourselves, our
neighbors, our children, and for the
sake of posterity.
Respectfully,
WILLIAM SCOTT
Loomis, CA since 1974
916 745 2655

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

William Scott
jholmes@placerer.ca.gov
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I TOTALLY SUPPORT THE HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION TRAIL PROJECT!!!!
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 2:42:25 PM

Dear Supervisor Holmes:
As a long-time resident of Placer County and enthusiastic fan of the Hidden
Falls
trail, I want to express to you my whole-hearted support of the Hidden Falls
expansion as currently proposed and under Board consideration.
My support is based not only on my own wonderful experiences using the
current
trail, but more importantly, on the great joy that I have witnessed on the
faces of the
countless hikers and walkers of all ages that I have encountered while hiking
the trail. This is a gem that enhances the mental health and well-being of all
Placer County residents...and not merely that of the users themselves.
Families are stronger when ANY of their members can use the trail and come
back
better centered and more in touch with our shared natural domain. The trail
offers
everyone a chance to think and meditate on their own lives and on the lives
of
their loved ones. If ever there was an outstanding and free source of mental
health in Placer County, it lies in our wonderful Hidden Falls.
The proposed expansion will do nothing but enhance the quality of life in
Placer County, thus greatly expanding the overall community benefits that
we already
enjoy from the current trail. We have precious few gems left at our disposal,
and this project
for sure is our 500 carat diamond to be enjoyed by all. Let's take advantage
of the opportunity, and enhance the area permanently, for ourselves, our
neighbors, our children, and for the
sake of posterity.
Respectfully,
WILLIAM SCOTT
Loomis, CA since 1974
916 745 2655

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:31:32 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Danielle Rossetti

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I am in favor of the expansion.
Love the parking reservations.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 2:39:48 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Chris Walker

Email (Optional)

walkerstrategies@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Please approve the Hidden Falls Expansion project. I write as a
former Auburn resident and current Sacramento resident in
strong support for safe public trail systems. Placer County staff
and Placer Land trust staff have dedicated tens of thousands of
hours towards making this public amenity a reality. Over $17M
has been spent. Public time and resources have been spent to
maximize the safety of trails, protection of habitat, continued
grazing and to address local resident concerns. This open space
was meant to be beneficially enjoyed by the public — not just for
the enjoyment of the adjacent property owners. The only way to
open this to public recreation and enjoyment is to approve this
proposal.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:39:35 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Bob Niblack

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project because:
1. The project is needed by Placer County citizens, now, and
especially in the future, for outdoor recreation and education.
2. The project is consistent with County goals and has been
supported by County funding, in addition to efforts of non-profit
organizations and local citizens.
Please approve the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
Thank you,
Bob Niblack
Rocklin, CA

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 2:40:57 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Robert Hellrich-Dawson

Email (Optional)

econbob@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Hello,
I write to urge the Board of Supervisors to approve the proposed
expansion of Hidden Falls Park.
This expansion will open many miles of trails to the tens of
thousands of people who enjoy this great park every year. As we
all know, the existing trails are over-crowded Indeed, I haven't
been to the park in quite a while because of the over-crowding.
The extra trails and new parking (which should be larger) will
provide much needed relief, as well as access to further
stretches of this beautiful land.
While some raise protests, those concerns have been
addressed. Fire risk is simply not an issue, according to Cal
Fire's own data. The Environmental Impact Review shows
predominantly less-than-significant impacts. Traffic concerns are
overblown. It is important to remember that this proposal to
expand the park will ensure that the land is preserved, not
developed.
All-in-all, the proposed expansion is good public policy that will
benefit the great majority of people by providing greater access

to outdoor recreation, protecting land from further development,
and bringing more tourism dollars to the county. I encourage the
Board to approve the proposed expansion.
Thank you,
Bob Hellrich-Dawson
Folsom, CA

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 6:34:17 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Nicole Spencer

Email (Optional)

nroth111@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Please expand the parks....I would love to be able to drive 10
min. to trails versus 20 - which is what I have to do now to get to
HV, canyon, empire mine etc.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 4:27:50 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Lynnette Batt

Email (Optional)

lynnettebatt@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

To whom it may concern:
I want to voice my support for the Hidden Falls expansion. I
regularly travel to Hidden Falls to hike and horseback ride, and
really appreciate the well-managed, extensive trail system. I
particularly like the windy, narrow, single-track trails. However, it
is often crowded and it would be great to see additional trails
and parking areas added. It would be neat to see this done in a
lower-impact, more "backcountry" way, with smaller, less
developed parking areas- or even having to hike/ ride in to
access the new set of trails from the current main entrance. That
would provide a more wilderness type experience, help avoid
too much traffic on the rural roads, and jibe with the
conservation values of the expansion area land.
Regional parks and trails are in short supply in the foothills, and it
would be great to see this popular public amenity expanded. As
people are getting out on trails more and more, it's important
that public agencies help support this quality of life benefit.
Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 4:05:32 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Kristy Stokes Corah

Email (Optional)

Kristy.corah@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I am a nutritional therapy practitioner and passionate mountain
bike rider and I completely support the expansion of the park!
Why? For numerous reasons:
The US is the sickest and most over weight country in the world
due to our lifestyle habits: poor food choices and sedentary
choices such as online gaming over outdoor activities such as
walking, hiking, biking etc. When given the opportunity, as a
community, to support a project that is bound to bring more
families, children and adults off the couch to the great outdoors,
we need to move forward with that opportunity despite the
challenges it presents such as how it effects the homeowners. I
am sympathetic to their concerns but believe they can be
worked out and for the greater good of the community, please
expand Hidden Falls!

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 4:46:10 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Kate Meis

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I strongly SUPPORT the Reduced Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Project, it's now more clear than ever how critical outdoor trails
and parks are for our region's health and quality of life. I urge
you to approve it. Thank you!

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:50:18 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Juliana Rice

Email (Optional)

Swarsjuliana@yahoo.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I live at 4749 N Creekhaven Rd Auburn. I would like to express
my support for the Hidden Falls expansion with the main
conditions that all the proposed entrances and parking lots be
added (4 total) and an easy online reservation and monitoring
system be added. I use to enjoy hiking out there 10 years ago
but the one current entrance and small parking lot has created
issues for the country road and residences in the direct area. I
believe adding etrances on opposite ends of the park helps
eliviate some of the congestion and current issues at the main
entrance. I also believe it helps increase desirability for the area
overall and will bring in additional revenue to Auburn for those
visiting from out of area as well as increasing home values
overall. It also may help with some of the congestion at the 49
confluence area by creating more hiking trails in other parts of
Auburn. It does this all while preserving nature and creating
space for the community and children to enjoy. Thank you.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:11:12 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Janet Voris

Email (Optional)

janetvoris@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Please vote to approve this project. The reduced plan project is a
smart alternative from the original proposal and will provide
more recreation opportunities to the community. More people
visiting the area will also create more customers to our local
restaurants and stores who really need the business. It's a winwin.
Thanks for your vote to approve the project!

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Barbara Sisson
Cindy Gustafson
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:18:17 AM

Dear Ms. Gustafson,

I'm writing to you in support of the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. More people are
getting outside in response to COVID-19 restrictions, which is great! Healthy activities that
the whole family can enjoy benefits everyone. But our current Auburn trails are getting
overcrowded and impacted. We simply need more multi use trails to meet this increased
demand! The opposition mainly points to the parking issues at the Mears trailhead for
Hidden Falls. We simply need more trailheads to alleviate this bottleneck. More parking and
more trailheads spread out the crowds.

Additionally, the recent Town Hall discussions by County panelists confirmed three facts of
particular importance:

Fire officials explained their satisfaction with the fire safety plans for both the full
project and the reduced project
Traffic engineers explained how the project met acceptable standards for roads and
traffic
County staff indicated that the traffic that would have been generated by build out of
current zoning of the expansion area, if it had not been preserved, would be greater
than traffic generated by the Trail Expansion project.

The Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project is a Win-Win for everyone! Please support this
project for our community and to preserve these benefits for future generations.

Kind Regards,

Barb Sisson
Auburn, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Bill Vaughan
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Yes for Hidden Falls expansion
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 7:03:36 AM

I support a yes vote by the supervisors for the Hidden Falls expansion project.
Bill Vaughan
1121 Scenic PineDr.
Auburn
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Brian Rouse
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 7:23:27 PM

Living three miles from Hidden Falls Regional Park, I wholeheartedly support a ‘yes’ vote by Placer County Board
of Supervisors in favor of the Park Expansion Project. The park is over used and the expansion would help to
mitigate congestion and damage from over use.
Regards,
Brian Rouse
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

cindy strickland
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Support
Thursday, March 4, 2021 12:11:53 PM

Dear Board of Supervisors for Placer County,
I wanted to voice my support for the Hidden Falls Expansion Project.
Many thanks,
Cindy Strickland
Granite Bay

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cliff Wilson
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support of hidden falls expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 5:41:26 PM

I am in support of the expansion of hidden falls trail system, it is truly needed. Let’s hope this happens. Thanks!
Cliff Wilson
6990 chili hill Newcastle ca.
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dave Pasewark
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Vote Yes on Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 8:49:39 PM

Hi, I’m just writing to express my support for the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. Please vote YES to approve
this project.
Thank you!
David Pasewark
Rocklin

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dayna and Adrian Burgeson
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Please approve the Hidden Falls Expansion
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 4:44:07 PM

We are in full support of the expansion of Hidden Falls. We need
more places for families to hike and bike together outside in
nature both for mental and physical health. The modifications of
the project have addressed the neighbor’s issues adequately so to
deprive thousands of people in our community of this precious
resource due to the unreasonable demands of a few is an
unacceptable decision so we urge you to consider the greater
good and approve this project.
Dayna and Adrian Burgeson
Burgeson Family Farm
9911 Quail Hill Dr.
Newcastle CA 95658
Sent from my iPad
-Dayna Burgeson
Burgeson Family Farm
www.burgesonfamilyfarm.com
916-759-1726

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Douglas Saylor
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Increased Fire Risk, No to Hidden Falls Expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 10:35:43 PM

Every evening I watch the local news. Just a few nights ago a fire fighting official said that fire season in California
is 12 months a year event. With that said, why on earth would anyone want to increase the fire risk near my home
on Bell Rd by increasing access to Hidden Falls, bringing hundreds of additional people to the area every day? Just
one spark from a vehicle, just one cigarette butt, just one careless act and the area will go up in flames. Is the risk
really worth it? The images of burned out cars in Paradise are etched in my mind. How many Paradise residents
lost their lives in that horrific fire? Each year it seems the fires are getting worse, more intense, more frequent,
more people means more risk. Please don’t put me and my family, my neighbors, my community all at greater risk
of losing everything to a fire. Please do NOT approve the Hidden Falls Expansion.
Sincerely,
Doug Saylor
Bell Rd, Auburn, CA.
Sent from my iPhone

Date: March 4, 2021
To:

Placer County Board of Supervisors
Cindy Gustafson
Jim Holmes
Robert Weygandt
Bonnie Gore
Suzanne Jones

From: Jane Goddard ~ Protect Rural Placer
Re:

Proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project

Over the past several years, my late husband and I have written many letters to the Board of
Supervisors, placed letters in the Auburn Journal, attended and spoke at many meetings
pertaining to our stand against the Hidden Falls Expansion Project at the Twilight Ride
parking lot. I hope this letter will shed more light on the many reasons why the Expansion
is neither feasible nor acceptable for our beloved town of Auburn. Thank you for taking the
time to read and carefully consider the many reasons why the Expansion should NOT be
approved because it is the wrong project in the wrong place.

WHAT DO I HAVE TO LOSE?
Wildfire Danger:
California zip code 95602 has been targeted as a high wild fire danger area. Wildfires can
travel up to 14 miles an hour; if there was a fire at the Twilight Ride area, our dream home
that my late husband built himself for our young family 41 years ago would be gone in
approximately 15 minutes. The proposed trail expansion covers 3700 acres of extremely
combustible dry oak woodlands and heavily wooded brushy hills. Please remember that
95% of all fires are started by humans. Mr. Fisher stated that there will be No Smoking signs
posted which will do absolutely nothing to deter the irresponsible visitor who will want to
smoke a cigarette or marijuana; and where their “butt” be discarded …. most likely thrown
on the ground as they continue on the trail. How many ranger staff will be patrolling the
Park all day to make sure all visitors are obeying the rules such as no smoking, no overnight
camping and no barbecues? Who will be counting the visitors as they arrive at the Park each

day, and who will be counting them as they leave, to make sure everyone has left the Park
when it is closed? When (not if) a wildfire occurs, what is the plan to notify thousands of
homeowners and hundreds of park visitors. Just imagine, hundreds of cars and thousands
people trying to escape, while fire trucks and first responders are trying to get in – utter
chaos … Yes, I will lose.

Impact on Fire Insurance:
Our homeowners and fire insurance was dropped suddenly by our longtime insurance
company. We thought, no problem, because my husband Jim was a disabled American Army
Veteran from the Vietnam War, he called USAA insurance as they advertise they will cover
veterans from every branch of the service. All of the information was taken over the phone
and they put him on hold. When the customer service returned to the phone he told my
husband that due to our zip code, 95602, we were denied coverage due to the increased risk
of fire in our area. Unbelievable. My husband fought for our Country in wartime but they
wouldn’t take care of his family home. We finally did find fire insurance at a huge increase.
Question: Who will be paying the wages for the staff at Hidden Falls … will it be the Placer
County residents on our tax bills each year, along with the burden of the increased cost of
fire insurance due to our zip code? Yes, I will lose, because I would be burdened with
continual tax increases to pay for the proposed parking lot, and for those visitors that do not
even live in Placer County.
Decrease in Home Values:
Have you noticed the many FOR SALE signs on Mears, Mt. Vernon, Lone Star and Bell Roads?
Also, I have a heard people in real estate discuss that home values in North Auburn have
declined due to the increased cost of fire insurance, and the fear that the Hidden Falls
Expansion may be approved which many perspective home buyers are not in favor of. In
fact, I will say that I am fortunate to know many people that live in Auburn, and not one
person is in favor of the Twilight Ride. Now that I am alone, I may have to sell my home if I
cannot take care of it anymore; I am fearful I will have to almost give my house away due to
the proximity to the Twilight Ride and all the problems to homeowners that will absolutely
come with it. Yes, I will lose.
Impact on Agriculture:
Agriculture is the art and science of cultivating the soil, growing crops and raising livestock.
Agriculture provides most of the world’s food and fabrics. The serenity of open land with

livestock grazing is a beautiful sight for those of us that appreciate saving the land for
agriculture. Approving a parking in the middle of beautiful agricultural land is criminal and
disrespectful. Yes, I will lose.

Traffic & Road Safety:
I live on Lone Star Road, one of the three dangerous access roads leading into the proposed
parking lot. I was appalled when the woman got up and spoke about the roads at the recent
Planning Commission meeting and said she saw no problems with the roads leading into the
proposed parking lot. Lone Star is very dangerous with its many curves which follow the
undulations of the countryside. I hold my breath when I would see a large commercial truck
headed towards the Country Club, a horse trailer moving towards Highway 49, and bicycles
going towards the Country Club, there have been many close calls. My husband and I did
our own survey and found 73 driveways that have dangerous and blind entrances on Lone
Star, Bell and Cramer. Each of these roads have limited visibility and dangerous curves, and
all 3 roads feed from or onto Highway 49 which is notorious for their many fatal accidents.
The impacts of hundreds of additional cars on those 3 roads daily will be devastating and
impossible for those of us living on one of those three rural roads. None of the 3 feeder roads
have sidewalks, adequate shoulder and bike lanes. Yes, I will lose.
Trespassing, Crime, Liability Issues:
I have sat through many meetings and read letters where residents of Mears Road have been
in attendance and spoke pertaining to the many problems they experience at that entrance.
They also were so disappointed that the promises made by Andy Fisher and his group had
lied to the residents over and over again about what they were going to do for them.
Astounding. One resident stated, “Please don’t do to the people in North Auburn what you
did to us.” We have lived on Lone Star for 41 years and have never had an incidence of crime,
theft or trespassing. Two-thirds of the population visiting Hidden Falls live out of Placer
County. The residents on Mears Road have expressed their disgust with people parking in
their driveways, crime, throwing trash on their front yard, and yelling profanities at the
homeowners. Yes, I will lose.
Overburdened First Responders:
Placer County First Responders in Auburn is responsible for covering and responding to the
health and welfare of residents of our community. Just imagine hundreds of people living
out of Placer County going to an area where many liabilities can happen such as snake bites,
insect bites, falls causing broken bones, heat exhaustion, heart attacks, strokes, and possible

unrest due to the fact that all horse riders, bike riders, runners, moms with jogging strollers
and casual walkers will be all together on one narrow trail. It is a recipe for disaster. Just
imagine in an emergency, hundreds of cars trying to leave the parking lot, and fire engines
are trying to go in, another recipe for disaster. Yes, I will lose.

WHAT DOES THOSE IN FAVOR OF THE TWILIGHT RIDE
HAVE TO LOSE?
They have nothing to lose, they already hav
e 900 beautiful miles to ride and enjoy in
Placer County. But, they would have the opportunity to enjoy the Docent – led excursions in
Hidden Falls when their personal preference group is made available, only if approved by
the Board of Supervisors.

WHAT DOES THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS HAVE TO LOSE?
Nothing, if they approve the Hidden Falls Expansion to Docent Led groups only. With
Docent only led adventures, the possibilities are endless to the amount of excursions the
Docents could plan, prepare, publicize and execute each week. In addition, different days
could be planned for just horseback riders, joggers, bikers, and walkers. In this way, each
group of enthusiasts would have the park to themselves only on specific days. I can’t imagine
all of those outdoor enthusiasts each trying to navigate and share the small trail at the same
time. The Board of Supervisors would be considered HEROS for approving the Twilight Ride
Property for docent-led activities only, which would hopefully not infringe on the privacy
and protection of the North Auburn neighborhoods as described above.
In closing, please carefully consider the Scales of Justice (below). On the right side, the scale
is very high, holding one item, wanting MORE trails. On the left side, it is heavily weighted
down with: Wildfire Danger, Financial Impact on Fire Insurance, Decrease in Home Values,
Traffic and Road Safety, and the negative economic impact on YOUR Placer County residents
to appease a smaller group of people that are NOT Placer County residents. I sure hope not,
I am counting on you to support and value your Placer County residents.
Thank you.
Jane Goddard

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jennifer Rodriguez
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails: My Voice Matters Too
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:56:39 AM

Dear Board of Supervisors,
When I learned about the expansion project for Hidden Falls Trail, I clapped my hands
ecstatically! I'm in awe of the beauty we have in our "backyard" and want my children (11yr
old and 6yr old) to explore and admire the land as much as I do... for many years to come.
Auburn hosts some of my favorite trails and Hidden Falls scores the number one spot... when
I'm able to access it.
With this expansion, our family (and hiking buddies) will be able to visit Hidden Falls on a
whim, which is how all the best adventures start. There are times when I am able to plan
ahead and find the parking reservations are already fully booked.
I absolutely appreciate how well-kept the parking lot, restrooms, and trails are (not to mention
the clearly marked signage)... but more importantly, I'd greatly appreciate the opportunity to
possibly explore MORE Hidden Falls... and with whim-accessibility.
I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project!
Thank you for genuinely listening. Let's make this happen!
Jennifer Rodriguez
Citrus Heights, CA

profile

Jennifer Rodriguez
Team Ambassador
(916) 724-6702

Supporting Leaders to EVOLVE
Case Study:
» Beauty Retailer Gains Key Insights to Optimize Online Checkout Journey
Blog Posts:
» Is SKAGing Still a Formidable Paid Search Keyword Strategy?
» Top 5 Digital Analytics Industry Trends 2021

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Jerrold Garrard
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Support for Hidden Falls Expansion
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:20:53 AM

Please add my support to the growing list of Placer County citizens who support the
Expansion Project.
We need more access to healthy outdoor activities.
Jerrold Garrard
Auburn, CA

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

John Borchelt
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Expanding Hidden Falls
Monday, March 1, 2021 6:25:14 PM

Please consider this measure as it adds value to our area and is a wonderful use of open space.

All the best,
John Borchelt
Automated Control Inc
Direct 916-300-5010
www.automatedcontrolinc.com

Date: March 4, 2021
To:

Placer County Board of Supervisors
Cindy Gustafson
Jim Holmes
Robert Weygandt
Bonnie Gore
Suzanne Jones

From: Kevin James Goddard, MPA
Re:

Proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project

Greetings,
I am writing this letter to ask you to VOTE NO on the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project.
Your job as a county supervisor requires you to balance (1) the preservation of the qualities
that make the county a desirable place to live and (2) economic development; while many
times there is more pressure to approve projects that promote the latter, your primary job
should be to protect the desirability of the area for the residents who live there.
As a former 20-year resident of Auburn, I have seen Auburn go through many changes as it
has grown over the years from a small mountain town to a city of more than 14,000 residents.
While many of the changes have been good—I am concerned that some of the recent changes
have been less in the interest of preserving the desirable qualities of rural Auburn. The
Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project is clearly in the interest of economic development.
Although this expansion may bring more people to Auburn, you will also have to deal with
the problems which far outweigh any perceived benefits.
The United States of America’s founding document is the Declaration of Independence. The
Founders listed principles that should be used by all government officials as a lens which to
understand how to make a decision that affects its citizens. The Founders outlined the
responsibilities of government which are to protect the “unalienable rights” of its citizens,
which includes “Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” This list was carefully chosen.
The government’s primary role is to protect life, then liberty, and finally the pursuit of

Happiness of its citizens. The Proposed Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project is ignoring the
risks to the citizens’ lives purely in the pursuit of happiness for the people who do not live
in the area surrounding the project.
This project is not in the best interest of the people who live in rural Auburn. This may be
the most important vote of your tenure as a supervisor for Placer County. Please make the
right choice by voting NO on this project
Respectfully,
Kevin James Goddard

NO ON
Hidden Falls expansion - Twilight Ride
Hello, my name is Kim Goddard and my childhood home is on Lone Star Road. It is the
beautiful property where I was raised, my children love to visit and I look forward to bringing
my grandchildren someday. You will receive a great deal of impassioned letters pleading with
you to vote no on the expansion and protect rural Placer, but I am not one of those letters. I
am, absolutely against the Hidden Falls Expansion, but I am going to submit a letter of reality.
My only regret is that I did not get involved sooner as I naively believed that there was no way
this would be passed given the fact that it is a danger to the community and provides no
benefit.
I have worked for the Government for over 20 years and in that time have participated in
hundreds of Board, Council and Commission meetings. There are two things that are nondebatable facts. Board Members, Council Members and Commissioners make decisions based
on A: Proposals and programs that will improve their community or B: Pressures from
businesses, those that are well-funded and connected, or because there is a personal or
proprietary benefit to themselves. As I am sure you are all aware, personal or proprietary gain
by anyone in an elected position is not only unethical, but it is also illegal.
When my father first sent me the
scales, that were recently resubmitted by my mother in her
letter, I instantly knew that
something about this vote did not
make sense. Even after hundreds
of hours of meetings and
testimonials and letters and tears
…. The only thing that those that
want the expansion can come up
with is, “we want more!” So, that
leads me to the question of how
does this expansion benefit YOU?
My father presented several times
at your meetings AGAINST the
expansion and passed away
suddenly in August of last year.
While I am certain my personal
tragedy is not something that you care about, let me be clear that I am extremely passionate
about ensuring that I finish what my father began. Should the expansion be voted yes, I will

absolutely dedicate myself and my multitude of resources to figuring out the answer to that
one little question. How does this expansion benefit YOU?
I realize that there are those of you that believe that by allowing this expansion there will be
some sort of recognition or acknowledgment of your contribution to this community, or those
that are not from this community will praise you for “giving them more trails”! Perhaps, this
could be one of those moments where you, as a Board of Supervisors, get credit for making a
difference. I can assure you; you will make a difference if you vote yes. When family homes
and property burn to the ground, you will get credit; when there are daily accidents on roads
that were not meant for this level of traffic, you will get credit; when people die because
emergency services cannot get to them, you will get credit; when people have to sell their
homes due to safety and a drop in value, you will get credit. There are very few things in life
that are guaranteed, but I know that you have personally seen the passion of our friends and
neighbors fighting against this expansion and I can guarantee you that everything that can and
will go wrong with this expansion will be brought to you and the medias attention and YOU
WILL GET CREDIT!
In closing, I have worked in Government and politics long enough to know that each of you
have already made your decision, and received your incentive, so these poor community
members that are pleading with you for their homes and lives don’t matter. I will be surprised
if you even read the letters or listen to the testimony. Because if you did, it would not have
taken this long to vote no. I do hope you read mine, however, as I am not writing to you as an
impassioned homeowner, I am writing to you as someone who is savvy in media and politics
and have a multitude of resources at my disposal to ensure my family home is saved.
Bonnie, Robert, Jim, Suzann and Cindy if you vote YES on the Hidden Falls Expansion – YOU
WILL GET CREDIT! I implore you to vote NO on the Hidden Falls Expansion. It is the right
choice for Placer County. The County that you were elected to protect and serve! I watched
the swearing in of Suzanne, Jim and Cindy on January 12, 2021 and you each swore, under oath,
to “Well and faithfully discharge the duties upon which I am about to enter.” This is what you
all promised to do, and this community deserves you to uphold your oath.
Respectfully submitted,
Kim Goddard

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

kurt barton
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 5:15:24 PM

Dear Placer County Board of Supervisors,
We must protect open land for public access not just for today but for generations to follow. Please vote yes to
support expansion of the Hidden Falls Park.
Kurt Barton
Meadow Vista
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Linda Cline
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 4:14:47 PM

Attn: County Supervisors
As a north Auburn resident for more than 40 years, I am very concerned about the proposed
Hidden Falls Trail Expansion project! The critical issues are:
1. Narrow rural roads that will not support the increased traffic flow, esp. w/ large horse
trailers
2. The number of blind curves that are a present danger on our narrow roads
3. We all live in an identified High Risk Wildfire area, as defined by Cal Fire and the recent
cancellations in fire insurance to homeowners here
4. Pressure being placed on Cal Fire & first responders with major evacuation issues during
any emergency in this proposed expansion
5. There has been no funding established to address the maintenance and security needs of
this trail expansion
6. There is a trail system already in place to serve those who enjoy hiking without the need to
further impact private property and the agriculture in our community.  
Please give these CONCERNS careful thought, as you make such impactful decisions going
forward!!   
linda cline

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Linda Reed
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 8:06:56 PM

I live in a Placer County and have been at Hidden Falls for many years..... way back in the early 2000 years, I would
take a break from reading meters in that area.... it was a breath of fresh air to walk the trail and listen to the water
flowing.....
Now, my daughter, grandkids and doggies, walk the newer trail which is beautiful and much safer......
I would love to donate and support this project which is so necessary.....
My contact is;
Linda Reed
Email; littlered0827@gmail.com
916 580-5702
Thank you so much for All the time and effort you put into this much needed project, so All of us can continue to
enjoy this beautiful area in Placer County.....
Linda Reed
Sent from my iPhone

To the Supervisors representing the people and not themselves: PLEASE VOTE NO
ON THE HIDDEN FALLS EXPANSION
As a Very Concerned member of the community - what they heck are you thinking, that you would
continue with the HF Project!
Talk of this expansion project has been on the table for how many years?? Time and time again
studies have been done, reports have been filed, public meetings have been held, letters have
been written, testimonies have been heard all opposing this project. Vote no without hesitation. It’s
the right things to do. Save rural Auburn and let the residents continue with what is left of rural
country living. WE moved here for this vary reason, rural and country.
Expansion and growth are coming to Auburn like a cancer. New construction has started with
another shopping center on Hwy 49. Stop lights have been added to help with traffic and
congestion. However, no lights have been even been considered at two of the most dangerous
intersections Cramer Road and Lone Star Road that will give access to this project. Hwy 49 now is
a speed way with drivers offering no consideration to cross traffic. Small two horse trailers are of
the past, replaced with big rigs pulling 3 and 4 horse trailers. These same trailers will be using
these narrow country roads to access the proposed project. Many times, I’ve driven Mt. Vernon
Road following 2 sometimes 3 of these large rigs heading for Mears Road and Hidden Falls. It’s a
disaster waiting to happen either entering these roads from Hwy 49 or traveling the narrow roads
themselves. If this project opens the travel will be unreal on our roads. Are out of town visitors
going to be considerate of local residents? Are those big rigs really going to slow down and give
right of way to the residents who live along the roads? Now add a fire – residents trying to leave,
big rigs trying to load up themselves and horses trying to escape the fire, first responders trying to
access the area. It’s just not the right project for this area, our area.
Hidden Fall is a ticking time bomb. The existing Hidden Falls has been closed several times last
year and even this year 2021 with the concern for fires after a dry winter and high winds. Is Auburn
going to add to the California land burned statistics, if not this year, in the next?
Don't WE, YOU, have enough to be concerned with:
• The
• The

Covid-19 pandemic and it's challenges - physical, mental, and emotional.
economic spiral down from the Covid-19 pandemic. Our county has been shut down
three times. What is the future of businesses?
• The challenges with schools trying to re-open and what future education looks like during
this pandemic. Are you concerned?
• Inferno wildfires of epic size, smoke so thick it's creates additional health problems,
this is what Cal Fire will face again this year.
• Cal Fire might just let HF burn if no threat to homes. Won't that be pretty in our backyard.
• Our rural roads lack good access to attack fire(s) within Hidden Falls and if homeowners
have to evacuate - you remember Paradise and Berry Creek? Are we next?
• PG&E is shutting off power for fear of fires - are you not concerned?

Has the The Board considered addressing the homeless, camped in your own back yard at
Dewitt Center, growing larger every day? Have you driven through their camp? Spend the
county money where it will do the best for everyone, not paying for internal road and trails,
security, maintenance, within a project. Placer county is blessed with an endless number of
trails and back roads – use what we have before creating more in our back yards.
Show your compassion for your community. Let it not be about an agenda item that you checked
off during your seat on the board. You are all replaceable.
Spend our taxpayers money wisely. Listen to those who live rural and not the majority from
outside rural Auburn, would you want this project in your backyard?
Linda Vonah
lvonah520@gmail.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lisa Marie VanBiber
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Yes Vote for Hidden Falls expansion
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 6:41:26 AM

Please count me in as a Yes vote to expand Hidden Falls. It is a beautiful asset to the
community.
-Sincerely,
Lisa VanBiber Airola
730 Sunrise Ave., Suite 130
Roseville, CA 95661
916-899-4662

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Mark Skinner
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 8:13:03 PM

I support the hidden falls trails expansion project.
Please vote in support for this project
Mark Skinner

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Nicole Spencer
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Fw:
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 6:04:53 PM
Outlook-1vf4dxe2.png

I am a resident of Auburn and work Placer county as a real estate agent. I would LOVE to see
the trails get expanded at Hidden Falls. I frequent this place to get exercise and practice self
care. Expanding the park will provide more trails to explore and opening a bell parking will
reduce my driving time from 20 min to 10 min. People move here to have access to nature
and yet in many ways it takes longer to get to trails from our homes here than from most
places in the bay area - as they have trail systems all over the hills that surround it.  
Please vote yes!
Nicole Spencer
o. 530-886-5720 | m. 650-537-1245
BRE # 02008447 **Masters Club**
www.NicoleSpencerHomes.com
Like: Facebook

Masters Club – Placer County Association of Realtors

2020 International President's Elite Award
2016-2019 International President’s Circle Team – top 5% small teams nationwide and top
2% Northern California (out of 4500 agents)
2019 Real Trends America’s Best Real Estate Teams – top 1% real estate professionals
nationwide

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Perry Kostas
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Perry Kostas
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 6:47:15 PM

To Placer County Board of Supervisors
Bonnie Gore
Robert Weygandt
Jim Holmes
Suzanne Jones
Cindy Gustafson

I urge you to vote NO on any further expansion of the Hidden Falls project.
I am sure that you are aware that many of us have had their homeowners insurance
cancelled due to the possible and probable increased risk posed by PG&E and the
viewed risk due to the State of California's wind assessments. I was forced to
purchase the 'Fair Plan'. My homeowners and this new policy is costing over $4500
annual, as compared to $1200 previously. I have personal protection including a
1500 gallon water tank, 400 feet of fire hose, and over 100+ feet of clearance. This
did not matter to the insurance companies. If PG&E shuts down electricity during
these high wind or increased fire danger times, I will have little to no protection.
I am lucky to have the opportunity to have coverage. I don't understand the logic of
allowing thousands of people to roam about this Highly Combustible area such as
Big Hill and the surrounding areas? Even with warning signs, there will be absolutely
no guarantee of increased fire risk to this area, and further escalating our premiums
or completely eliminating the possibility of fire coverage. We are already designated
as a HIGH-RISK FIRE AREA and do not need any further escalation of risk. Fire
travels at an incredible rate of speed especially with the more than adequate supply
of fuel existing.
Please do not add additional fire risk just for the sake of recreation? This does not
outweigh our safety and the stability of the fragile landscape of this area.
I am aware that Recreation Park has had increased break-in and fire and vandalism
activity. ARD is looking towards purchasing additional or more broad range security
cameras to add to security for park visitors, at a cost of over $37,000.
Regional Park currently has 12 security cameras, and is not sufficient for current nor
future needs. ARD staff patrol the parks daily, and Sheriff patrols are on daily and
nightly patrol for this area.

Big Hill is almost 4,000 acres and does not have security coverage.
Again, just for the sake of additional recreation, this makes no sense.
Please be concerned for your local residents and their safety.
We do NOT NEED THIS expansion to occur. The costs are too great.
Please look out for us and our safety, and not just for recreational desires. Common sense
dictates that safety needs to be first.
Please?

-Thank you for your time and consideration.
Perry Kostas
Long time Auburn resident

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

samantha march
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Monday, March 1, 2021 7:36:59 PM

I am a resident on 4215 Garden Bar Rd and my family and I oppose the expansion plans that include an access point
on Garden Bar Rd. This road is not in any condition to accommodate the traffic that is predicted- blind corners, low
to zero visibility, single lane with driveway entrances that have limited sight lines and no pull outs to accommodate
two way traffic. Weekends and holidays are going to bring gridlock and make access up and down the road for
residents very difficult. The proposed entrance is 3 1/2 miles past my driveway. God forbid any sort of emergency
happens and getting people out of the park plus local residents is going to be a logistical nightmare. Please send the
current plan back to Parks and remove the Garden Bar access point from the plan altogether.
Thank you and sincerely,
The March Family
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sheri Peifer
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Yes for HiddenTrails expansion
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 10:34:59 PM

Hello,
As a resident of Placer County I strongly encourage you to approve the expansion for the
Hidden Trails. Project.
Our family of three boys really enjoy the opportunity to appreciate nature and the outdoors
through this wonderful natural experience.
Thank you for the opportunity to support the expansion it and improvement for Hidden Trails.
Best,
Sheri Peifer
Chief Strategy Officer

This message (including any attachments) is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain
information that is non-public, proprietary, privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law or may constitute
attorney work product. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, or copying
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, notify us immediately by telephone and (i)
destroy this message if a facsimile or (ii) delete this message immediately if this is an electronic communication.
Thank you.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Sheri Peifer
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Re: Yes for HiddenTrails expansion
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 10:34:58 PM

My name is Sheri Peifer and my city of residence is Granite Bay.
Best,
Sheri Peifer
Chief Strategy Officer
From: sheri.peifer@eskaton.org <sheri.peifer@eskaton.org>
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 10:19:31 PM
To: bos@placer.ca.gov <bos@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: Yes for HiddenTrails expansion

Hello,
As a resident of Placer County I strongly encourage you to approve the expansion for the
Hidden Trails. Project.
Our family of three boys really enjoy the opportunity to appreciate nature and the outdoors
through this wonderful natural experience.
Thank you for the opportunity to support the expansion it and improvement for Hidden Trails.
Best,
Sheri Peifer
Chief Strategy Officer

This message (including any attachments) is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain
information that is non-public, proprietary, privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law or may constitute
attorney work product. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution, or copying
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, notify us immediately by telephone and (i)
destroy this message if a facsimile or (ii) delete this message immediately if this is an electronic communication.
Thank you.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

steve nash
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Thursday, March 4, 2021 10:10:55 AM

Dear Board of Supervisors,
I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion. The well thought out plan will provide much
needed access to the area for Placer County families.
I have only been to Hidden Falls Park three times. On my last visit 10 years ago, the parking lot
was full and we were not able to access and enjoy the park.  
Please vote yes to this sensible plan.
Sincerely,

Steve Nash
Professional Education Services, LP
4208 Douglas Blvd. Suite 50
Granite Bay, CA 95746
(916) 791-9334
(916) 719-4830 (Cell/Text)
stevenash999@hotmail.com

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Susan Space
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Thursday, March 4, 2021 12:48:52 PM

I support the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. We live close by (Newcastle)
and welcome more trails and parking.
Regards,
Susan Space
6990 Chili Hill Road
Newcastle, CAA. 95658

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Terence Sherbondy
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 5:44:10 PM

I support the Hidden Falls Regional Park Expansion Project.
Terry Sherbondy

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Tim Smith
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Trails Expansion Project
Monday, March 1, 2021 10:09:56 PM

I am writing this email to urge you to approve the proposed Trails Expansion Project in Placer County. Creating
more opportunities for people to recreate is or should be a high priority. A decision to support this project and see it
come to fruition will provide something that will bring health and happiness to our community forever. Please vote
yes in favor of this Project.
Tim Smith
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:45:43 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Abigail Cornelius

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

More trails would also the community to be more active. Also,
more trails would give folks more hiking options allowing current
trails to not be as crowded.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 7:36:30 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Anita Rushworth

Email (Optional)

Ukannie@suddenlink.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I am strongly in favor of the Hidden Falls Regional Park
Expansion. This is vital to our community, and a legacy for not
only our children and our grandchildren, but for generations to
come. We must make this happen.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:04:53 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Betty McMartin

Email (Optional)

b.mcmartin@sbcglobal.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Placer County needs more public trails! People need trails to
enjoy nature and to appreciate wild plants and animals. We all
need to get outdoors for relaxation and exercise. All trails in the
county are heavily used. Please vote for the Hidden Falls
expansion.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 7:19:47 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Brian Winford

Email (Optional)

bwinford76@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I live in Roseville and support the Hidden Falls trail expansion. I
enjoy taking my family for hikes in our region and looking
forward to more trails and space being available for recreation.
Thank you.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 5:51:54 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Craig Wilson

Email (Optional)

cswfj14@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

As a resident of Placer County I full support the Hidden Falls
Expansion Project. I have volunteered many hours to sustain
this wonderful resource and want to see continued expansion
into areas acquired but not currently accessible. This expansion
has been in public planning for 15 years. 80,000 to 100,000
people use it annually which is a boon to the local economy, and
this Expansion Project will alleviate some of the overcrowding.
The planned expansion has passed the Placer County Parks
Commission 7-0, Placer County Planning Commission 5-1. The
fact that there will be no loss of grazing or agricultural use of
these lands ensures that they will be preserved from
development while being enjoyed as the valuable recreational
resources that they has proven to be over the years.
Thank you

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 5:38:00 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Deborah Hallford

Email (Optional)

deb2don@ymail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

My husband and I are frequent riders at Hidden Falls Park. It is
one of a few areas the trails are well cared for and are set up for
riders of all abilities. I highly recommend expansion of the trails
and recommend an expanded parking area.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 5:58:48 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Doreen Tucker

Email (Optional)

doreen1tucker@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I certainly hope the Board realizes the value of Hidden Falls and
other natural areas in our county. We live off Bell Road and
believe it is a vital asset to our neighborhood for adults and
children that are being deprived of nature more and more.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:48:00 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Janis Rau

Email (Optional)

eclipse84@horsemail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

March 4, 2021
As a longtime resident of placer county I urge you to approve the
expansion of Hidden Falls Park. As a frequent trail user, whether
it be on foot, hoof or wheel, I fully support the plan for protection
of natural resources and open spaces state-wide. The
opportunity to expand the over-used Hidden Falls Regional Park
and move forward in meeting some of the growing recreational
needs our expanding population requires should not be
postponed. I realize the expansion will have an impact on
families in the area and parks has made many concessions to
ease the impacts. With these concessions I believe the plan as it
is now should be approved. Please vote yes on Hidden Falls
Expansion Reduced Project.
Thank you,
Janis Rau
7431 King Road
Loomis, Ca 95650
916-652-0894

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 7:20:56 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Jessica Tang

Email (Optional)

Monoukotori@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Hidden falls parking is knowm to be always popular and crowded
enough, to where I've lived in the area for years now and still
haven't visited this park. The expansion and additional parking
would be wonderful to spread people out more and open up
access to the park.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 7:52:24 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Johnnie Smith

Email (Optional)

Jsmith@hangtownelectric.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Hidden Falls expansion needs to be approved for users to enjoy.
Taxpayer money has been spent and our current trails and
outdoor recreation areas are getting overcrowded. Expansion is
vital for the increased population and increased users in are
area. This expansion has been in planning for years and much
taxpayer money has been invested. Opening this expansion
would also help the local economy with added users visiting the
area. Please consider approving this expansion
Thanks
Johnnie Smith

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 8:55:51 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Joshua bibbee

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Please expand!

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 6:38:39 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Karl Mertz Jr

Email (Optional)

Mertzka@dishmail.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

To the Placer County Board of Supervisors,
I would like to go on record as strongly endorsing the proposed
Hidden Falls trail expansion project. As a volunteer with the
Placer Land Trust for over 13 years I have become very familiar
with the Big Hill Area and it’s proposed linkage to Hidden Falls
Regional Park. Several of the Land Trust preserves already
have established trail systems which, when connected by
easement to Hidden Falls, will provide excellent access for
hiking, biking, and equestrian use. A reservation-only trailhead
on Bell Road will control crowd numbers, as will the distance
from Hidden Falls. These properties have been carefully
stewarded by the Land Trust, work that will continue well into the
future. Opening these properties to the public will help satisfy the
significant demand for open space access, including access for
all residents of the North Auburn area.
Proceeding in stages is smart, and will allow a long term solution
to evolve for access to the northern portion of the Big Hill area
including Harvego Bear River Preserve.
I encourage you to pass this proposal as a truly significant long
term investment in Placer County.
Thank you,
Karl Mertz Jr
Field not completed.

Attach a document
Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 5:25:20 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Kim Skwara

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Please approve the Hidden Falls expansion as the abundance of
outdoor recreation is one of the benefits of living in Placer
County and will attract more people. The land has already been
bought and many trails have been built. Thank you.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 10:56:08 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Lance

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

This would be great for placer county. Please think of all the
people of the county and not just the neighbors of the park. We
have paid for it and we want it.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 8:35:56 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Linda Elgart

Email (Optional)

lindaelgart@icloud.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I want to comment that I am in favor of the expansion of Hidden
Falls Park.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 7:33:42 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Marnie coots

Email (Optional)

Marniecoots@icloud.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I am in favor of the expansion of Hidden Falls! I have taken my
son out to hidden falls for many years and love the idea of
expansion for more recreation for our local kids and families. It is
important to have areas to hike and explore for our kids up in
placer county. It will also bring people into auburn to grab food
and explore which will help our local economy.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 8:04:28 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Neil Doran

Email (Optional)

neil.h.doran@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

My family and I are frequent users of the existing Hidden Falls
trail network, and we love it so much. We very much look
forward to expanded trail access and are thrilled that the county
has approved expansion of the park. This project will greatly
expand outdoor access for residents of Placer County and be
very beneficial for our collective physical and mental/emotional
health. It is unfortunate that small group of NIMBYs have taken it
upon themselves to selfishly push back against this communal
resource. I understand change is hard, but the benefit of the
greater good outweighs the short-sightedness of the few.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 6:00:24 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Norm Tucker

Email (Optional)

nutfarm40@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I live close by the projected project and still am supportive of it. It
is invaluable for all the public.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 7:22:43 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Paula

Email (Optional)

Pbellsellers@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Great idea to expand. Already such a great park. More trails
would be wonderful!

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 10:26:16 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Sarah Scott

Email (Optional)

Sarahstarrscott@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I am in favor of the hidden falls expansion. We would love more
trails to use!

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 8:41:57 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Scott Derksen

Email (Optional)

scottderksen@comcast.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Hello Placer County,
I am in support for the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion. I am a hiker
and mountain biker and enjoy Hidden Falls about 2-3 times a
year. Over the past 10 years, I have been a high school
mountain bike coach. Since there are limited areas for our youth
to explore the outdoors, the expansion would benefit local kids,
adults and all outdoor users.
Thank you for your time.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 4:39:50 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Sharon Look

Email (Optional)

sharonlook2@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I am a resident of Placer County living in Lincoln and as a tax
payer I am requesting my elected officials vote in favor of the
expansion of Hidden Falls to allow access to the trails. This is an
opportunity to allow Thousands of people to enjoy the nature
that abounds in our beautiful Placer county. This allows a
healthy and reasonably priced outdoor activity which is
encouraged for physical, mental and spiritual
Health. Please push hard get this past .

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 7:24:54 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Steve Sheldon

Email (Optional)

teledawg@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

The Hidden Falls expansion project land has been obtained,
trails are built, and the plans have been revised to address local
concerns.
It is time to approve this expansion.
The existing Hidden Falls is an outdoor asset enjoyed my
thousands of locals, park management has addressed initial
concerns, and the additional facilities will be an asset for current
citizens and future generations.
I implore the board of supervisors to approve the modified
expansion plan and move forward with this outdoor asset for our
community.
Steven Sheldon
Auburn, CA

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Thursday, March 4, 2021 10:23:49 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Walter Hatfield

Email (Optional)

hatfieldwally@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I support the expansion at Hidden Falls Regional park. My
friends and family frequently use this resource for trail running
and mountain biking. It would be fantastic if the trail system was
expanded to include trails toward the Bear River. As a mountain
biker and trail runner, once you travel past where the day hikers
to the falls congregate, the park offers a rare place of solitude
and peace not found in many of the regional parks. Adding
additional parking for those that want to avoid the waterfall traffic
would alleviate the over crowding and the overuse seen on the
weekends.
Thank you for all of your hard work with this project and hope to
hear about the expansion of the park's trail system.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 2:00:10 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

David Davis

Email (Optional)

laureneanddave@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Hello, As a Placer County resident I support the reduced plan for
the expansion of Hidden Falls Regional Park.I am an avid bird
watcher and love to get the family out into nature. This
expansion would be great.
Thank you very much.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 9:12:08 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

John DeMartino

Email (Optional)

Belemnoid@aol.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Writing in support of the Hidden Falls plan expansion. There are
fewer and fewer local places for our kids to get outside and
enjoy the outdoors. The groundwork and been laid, the land is
bought, let's get this done so that we have somewhere for
everyone to enjoy.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 10:07:54 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Joshua Hicks

Email (Optional)

jhicks032@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Please approve the use of the additional trails for outdoor
recreation. Being outside, learning about and respecting nature,
and enjoying the beauty of the California foothills is a treasure
that all Californians should be able to enjoy.
Thank you,
Josh Hicks

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 10:26:39 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Karen and Dan Tajbl

Email (Optional)

karentajbl@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

To: Placer County Board of Supervisors
From: Karen and Dan Tajbl
11473 Sherwood Way
Auburn, CA 95602
Subject: Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion
Currently, Hidden Falls is open to a very limited number of
people wishing to visit this beautiful park. This area should be
preserved for our people to use as an outdoor recreational area
rather than for housing or business sprawl. Also it should be
preserved as a natural habitat.
Parks and natural areas add to the health of people and our
environment. Local businesses benefit from people visiting our
area parks.
We should expand access to this beautiful site in an
environmentally safe and healthy way. There should be careful
planning for traffic, parking, and conservation of habitat.

Attach a document

hidden falls.docx

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 11:41:59 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Karen Killebrew

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I support the Hidden Falls expansion. Thank you for collecting
public comments, I hope it helps.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 1:54:09 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Laurene Davis

Email (Optional)

vtown1084@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Hello, I support the reduced plan for the expansion of Hidden
Falls Regional Park. As a lifelong Placer County resident I enjoy
the trail for horseback riding and for hikes with the family. This
reduced plan would be great for us to explore.
Thank you for all the efforts and for listening to the trail users and
recognizing the desire for more trail access. We appreciate the
opportunity to express our desire for trails.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 9:21:27 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Levi Warr

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I am in support of expanding the area to more trails for all
citizens to utilize and attract business to the area as well.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 2:12:08 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Mark Ricci

Email (Optional)

mark2203@hotmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

To whom it may concern.
My son, who's twelve, and I live in Roseville and enjoy visiting
Hidden Falls. It is one our favorite places to mountain bike
together. The park and trail system is very well maintained and
has such a beautiful landscape. We enjoy visiting and spending
time there together as much as possible.
That being said, I'm writing this letter in support of the Hidden
Falls park expansion project. I feel that the proposed area would
be a great addition to the park and trail system and look forward
to visiting if approved.
Best regards
-Mark Ricci

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 12:43:45 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Michael Egan

Email (Optional)

mike_d_egan@yahoo.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I use the existing Hidden Falls park 2-3 per week for both
mountain biking and hiking. I am a North Auburn resident, living
just off Bell Rd. I understand my neighborhood will likely see an
increase in traffic, especially on weekends. I fully support this
expansion project for several reasons. 1) Hidden Falls is a gem
and has been expertly maintained by the county staff. More of it
benefits more of us. 2) The Mears lot is small and with COVID
especially, can be overfull on Fridays or any day with moderate
temps. Two more lots will alleviate congestion for everyone and
reduce traffic on Mears and Mt. Vernon. 3) My tax money has
already been spent on building the new 30 miles of trails and I
should receive the benefit of that expenditure. Please consider
this an approval from a resident who will be impacted, but who
understands the benefits to the wider Placer County and
beyond.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 1:52:39 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Robert C. Minturn

Email (Optional)

bcmint@att.net

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I and my family and friends use this park for bike riding and
hiking quite often, "What a Gem" The expansion is needed and
paid for. The time for debate has past and what better way to
enjoy these lands then to make them accessible to all, not a few.
Thank you!

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 11:43:18 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Sarah Karver

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I support the hidden falls expansion because our community
needs to preserve our unique outdoor spaces! However, I do not
think too many parking spaces are needed and would like to see
that space dedicated reduced. I would like to see information in
the expansion via plaques or guides about the indigenous
peoples who land this once was and the native flora and fauna.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 10:55:17 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

STEWART MCMORROW

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Please, please, please approve this very important community
benefit! This will help to improve the quality of life in Auburn and
continue to solidify our community as having a high quality of
life.
Thank you!

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 9:27:54 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Brian A. Pellowski

Email (Optional)

bapellowski@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

As a Placer County resident, I fully support the Hidden Falls
expansion. I currently Mountain Bike the Hidden Falls trails but
find them congested at times. More miles of trails will increase
my utilization. Also, after each ride, I am happy to buy a snack or
meal at the many local restaurants and shops.
Please approve and finish the expansion soon.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 11:27:08 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Colin A Duwe

Email (Optional)

COLINDUWE@GMAIL.COM

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I would like to add my name to the list of those in full support of
the Hidden Falls trails expansion project. I look forward to its
completion.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 9:34:44 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Colin Maydahl

Email (Optional)

colinmaydahl@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

This expansion needs to happen. I've been an Auburn resident
for 25+ years, and have seen the positive economic impact of
having so much but now starting to get crowded outdoor space
like the ASRA. Auburn supports 3 bicycle shops and 2 running
stores in part to our proximity to outside space/trails.
Thank you!
Colin Maydahl

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 12:20:02 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Darin Sprecher

Email (Optional)

darin.sprecher@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Just wanted to voice my support for the trails expansion at
Hidden Falls Regional Park. I live fairly close and love the park.
It's been difficult getting in due to parking constraints (pre-covid),
so any expansion of the facilities is appreciated. Thanks!

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 9:28:48 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Chris Williams

Email (Optional)

Krazieghost@hotmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Hi I've been a resident of auburn for 3 years and live 3 miles from
the hidden falls entrance. The park is a wonderful part of the
area and I use the space frequently for biking, hiking, and dog
walking. I cherish my time spent at the park and highly support
its expansion. I wish to share the land here with others wanting
to experience a hidden gem of Placer County.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 9:23:52 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Eric Kubota

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I feel strongly that Hidden Falls should be expanded. It is a gem
that serves a huge community of hikers, bikers and horse
people. It brings countless people into our community to spend
money. Making this park the best it can be will only increase the
value of our community.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 9:14:44 AM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Gabriel Roth

Email (Optional)

conceptkreator@gmail.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I am in favor of this expansion. I believe the people why have
helped build and maintain it so far as well as paid taxes towards
this effort deserve this expansion and access. The nearest
residents shouldn’t have sole control or say in use or expansion
of public areas simply because they live closest.

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 12:37:24 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Janet McMartin

Email (Optional)

janetmcmartin@yahoo.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Project Trails because I have experienced first hand the huge
demand among our residents to get out into nature. This past
year has certainly intensified this need. How can one socially
distance on our crowded trails? There have been many times
when I have driven to the American River confluence and then
returned home because there was not one parking space for
me. I live in the foothills because I love the our natural oak
woodlands but it is so difficult to find places with public access.
Safe parking is a huge problem.
Janet McMartin
12010 Westwood Drive
Auburn, CA 95603

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Barbara Sisson
Cindy Gustafson
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Thursday, March 4, 2021 9:18:19 AM

Dear Ms. Gustafson,

I'm writing to you in support of the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. More people are
getting outside in response to COVID-19 restrictions, which is great! Healthy activities that
the whole family can enjoy benefits everyone. But our current Auburn trails are getting
overcrowded and impacted. We simply need more multi use trails to meet this increased
demand! The opposition mainly points to the parking issues at the Mears trailhead for
Hidden Falls. We simply need more trailheads to alleviate this bottleneck. More parking and
more trailheads spread out the crowds.

Additionally, the recent Town Hall discussions by County panelists confirmed three facts of
particular importance:

Fire officials explained their satisfaction with the fire safety plans for both the full
project and the reduced project
Traffic engineers explained how the project met acceptable standards for roads and
traffic
County staff indicated that the traffic that would have been generated by build out of
current zoning of the expansion area, if it had not been preserved, would be greater
than traffic generated by the Trail Expansion project.

The Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project is a Win-Win for everyone! Please support this
project for our community and to preserve these benefits for future generations.

Kind Regards,

Barb Sisson
Auburn, CA

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Beverly Roberts
Megan Wood
Jim Holmes; Teri Ivaldi; Karin Schwab; Clayton Cook; Beverly Roberts
FYI: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Quote and Questions
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 10:02:59 AM
Mears Drive Resident Comments.docx
Letter to Supervisors March 3, 2021.docx

Good morning Megan.
FYI on the below.
Thanks.

Beverly A. Roberts
District 3 Director for Supervisor Jim Holmes
Placer County Board of Supervisors
175 Fulweiler Avenue
Auburn, Ca 95603
(530) 889-4081 | (530) 308-4125 | broberts@placer.ca.gov
From: Jane Wurst <jawurst@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 9:21 AM
To: Cindy Gustafson <cindygustafson@placer.ca.gov>; Jim Holmes <JHolmes@placer.ca.gov>;
Robert Weygandt <RWeygand@placer.ca.gov>; Bonnie Gore <BonnieGore@placer.ca.gov>;
Suzanne Jones <SuzanneJones@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Kelly McCaughna <KMcCaughna@placer.ca.gov>; Beverly Roberts <BRoberts@placer.ca.gov>;
Shanti Landon <SLandon@placer.ca.gov>; Landon Wolf <LWolf@placer.ca.gov>; Michael Spelis
<MichaelSpelis@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion Quote and Questions

March 3, 2021

Dear Cindy, Jim, Robert, Bonnie and Suzanne,

Once again, the following statement is made in the documents for the Hidden Falls Trails
Expansion Modified Conditional Use Permit coming up for your approval on March 8:
2) c. “The establishment, maintenance or operation of the Reduced Project will not be
detrimental to the health, safety, peace, comfort and general welfare of people residing or
working in the neighborhood of the proposed use, and will not be detrimental or injurious to
property or improvements in the neighborhood or to the general welfare of the County.” Page
17, 2) c. of the Agenda Packet for the March 8, 2021 Supervisors Meeting.
This statement was also made in the Conditional Use Permit for the existing Hidden Falls Park
back in 2010.

As you may recall, we brought this statement up to you in a letter on October 16, 2020.
The reason we’re bringing this up again is, we just don’t get it. Why would this statement,
that we all know to be blatantly false, be included? We know there have been many
“unintended consequences” for the residents in the Mears Drive neighborhood. Please note
the following evidence which came forward in 2018, 2 years after the reservation system was
initiated:
1.     At the June 14, 2018 Scoping Meeting for the HFRP Expansion Project, the Planning
Commission Chambers were filled to overflowing with a standing room only crowd. Many of
the participants were residents of Mears Drive and Mears Place, that were still very angry
about all the impacts and changes to their once peaceful rural community. Many of these
participants expressed outrage that the County would inflict this on another rural community.
2.     On August 1, 2018, Julie Lenz a resident from Mears Drive prepared and read a statement
to Supervisor Weygandt when a small group from Protect Rural Placer met with him. She
followed up with providing her comments for Protect Rural Placer to use with their outreach
efforts. We have attached her comment letter for you.
3.     Even today, if you drive down Mears Drive and Mears Place you see that residents have
installed at their own expense, fencing and security gates and have traffic cones, saw horses
with “no trespassing signs”, and caution tape blocking their driveways.
It is clear that the that Hidden Falls Regional Park has been detrimental to the health, safety,
peace, comfort and general welfare of the people residing in the Mears Drive neighborhood.
To add insult to injury, the HFRP Expansion Project will add an additional 25 spaces to the
Mears Place parking lot, resulting in even more traffic on their rural country road!
Over the past two years, residents in North Auburn (and Garden Bar) have expressed through
hundreds of letters and comments at County meetings, that they firmly believe that the HFRP
Expansion will be detrimental to the health, safety, peace, comfort and general welfare of
their families and community. These comments have included “local personal knowledge and
experience” of how dangerous the roads currently are and how residents are already dealing
with illegal parking, trespassing, and altercations with people illegally accessing the Placer
Land Trust preserves and private Big Hill properties via private roads. These dangerous
conditions will be significantly worse if the trail expansion is approved and every internet
trail site and social media sites, not only promote the park and trails, but publicize these
private roads as free access points.
The residents have also pleaded with you that the wildfire risk and the potential evacuation
issues are too great in our Wildland Urban Interface area. We’ve voiced that the hundreds of
daily vehicles and people at the Twilight Ride parking lot will not only be a huge assault of
noise and constant commotion 365 days a year, but will be an invasion of privacy, peace, and
safety to individual homes and families.
Knowing all this:
What is each Supervisor’s ethical responsibility to this statement and to the citizens in
relation to it?
Do you have an ethical responsibility to ensure that County documents and projects state
the truth, and bear witness to what is actually accurate and true?

What is your ethical responsibility, in light of this false statement, in regards to the
approval of the Modified Conditional Use Permit and recommendation of the HFRP
Expansion Project and FSEIR?
These are not rhetorical questions. They get to the heart of how our County does business and
whether the residents are being represented, respected, and protected.

Respectfully submitted for your thoughtful consideration,
Curt and Jane Wurst, Protect Rural Placer

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Dan Tomich
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Thursday, March 4, 2021 5:56:18 PM

Supervisors,
I was born and raised in Los Angeles but due to my mother being hospitalized when I was a little boy, I was looked
after by my grandparents, on their dairy farm south of Los Angeles. I loved the animals, the land; the lifestyle.
I married a young woman in 1958 that shared that same love of the country that I had.
We worked hard, saved our money, and in 1981 we were able to buy 11 acres in North Auburn, right off Cramer
Road. We had a home built and moved here in 1986. We fenced the property, built a barn, and began raising
animals while she worked in Auburn as a legal secretary and I worked installing the glass in Sacramento’s new
high-rise buildings. I also did jobs in Reno, San Francisco, and Bakersfield. We worked hard; whatever it took to
keep our home in North Auburn.
Now, fast forward to 2021. After 63 years of marriage and and 35 years of living here on our beloved property
we’re being threatened with an increased chance of wildfire, a huge increase in traffic on our narrow, twisting
Cramer Road and an increase of vandalism and danger. I’ve already been put into the ditch by a careless driver in
one of the curves on Cramer Road.
We’ve already heard of the fire insurance being canceled for some of our neighbors. And that’s before the actual
expansion.
We don’t want to start over somewhere else but the Hidden Falls expansion will change everything my wife Mickie
an I have devoted our lives to. We’re in our 80’s now and just don’t feel it’s fair of you to do this to us at this point
in our lives. And that goes for so many of our neighbors too.
We love our home and we love the lives we’ve lead here. Please don’t ruin it all for so many of us just to give the
horse people more trails than they don’t really need.
Please don’t do this to us.   We’ve been good citizens and deserve decent treatment by you folks.
Respectfully,
Dan Tomich

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Dani Clauss
Cindy Gustafson
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Friday, March 5, 2021 6:23:57 AM

Dear Cindy,
I am writing this letter to urge your support for the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project. The addition of
these trails and parking will be of great benefit to the residents of our county. I believe that during the
pandemic it has become even more clear that the residents of Placer County spend a lot of time enjoying
the rivers and trails where they live. Expanding access to the outdoors will benefit all.
Hidden Falls expansion will give access to many more, and reduce crowds on current trails. These lands
have been protected with the intent for expansion to allow public access for 15 years. I do not think that
access should be limited to only those that live next to it. Placer Parks Commission approved the plan, fire
officials have been satisfied, and acceptable standards have been met for traffic engineers. This is land for
all of Placer County to enjoy and I urge you and your fellow supervisors to vote yes on March 8.
Thank you for taking the time to consider my opinion, and for your time and support of our beautiful
county.
Regards,
Dani Clauss
Colfax

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

John Taylor
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Beverly Roberts; Shanti Landon
Placer Land Trust; Jeff Darlington
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Friday, March 5, 2021 7:04:47 AM

Fourteen years ago, my family sold the Taylor Ranch to Placer Land Trust for the specific purpose of
providing public recreational access to the property. Fourteen years ago. The public is now on the
cusp of reaching that goal: access to a fabulous recreation area that will be an outstanding resource
for Placer County.
PLEASE:
1. Certify the Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH# 2007062084)and Errata
prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, and adopt the Findings of
Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations and Mitigation Monitoring Reporting
Program; and
2. Approve the modification to the Conditional Use Permit for the Hidden Falls Regional Park
and Trails Expansion Area Project (“Reduced Project”), subject to the recommended
conditions of approval.
On behalf of the Taylor family, thank you very much for your consideration of this request. I look
forward to learning of your approval.
Sincerely,
John Taylor

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Laurie Sweeney
Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 11:04:19 AM
012121 Hidden Falls.docx

I writing to you in strong support of the Hidden Falls Expansion.
As I'm sure you know, all of our open space areas are incredibly impacted and not
just because of Covid. There is a huge influx in outdoor recreation. It brings lots of
business to Placer County as people will also frequent our local restaurants, gas
stations, sporting goods businesses, resorts, etc. as well.   
I believe that the mitigations for the residents have been reasonable.  
I am from Southern California, and I watched it get paved over with poor planning.
Attached is the letter that I sent to the Planning Commission with pictures of where I
used to ride my horse.  
Please vote yes!!!
Thank you,
Laurie Sweeney

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Lydia Clarke
Jim Holmes
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] SUPPORT for Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 2:36:58 PM

Hello,
My name is Lydia Clarke and I live in Auburn CA. I support the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion
because access to more outdoor recreation is important for the health and wellness of the
community. The County should do everything it can to provide healthy and safe options for
the community to engage in. We should have fewer fast food chains, and more parks and
green space!
Lydia Clarke

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Nellie Curran
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Cindy Gustafson
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Expansion
Friday, March 5, 2021 9:34:25 AM

As a resident of Placer County, I am against any expansion of the Hidden Falls Park. I've attended
meetings where the proposed expansion was explained and am concerned about the impact this would
have on rural Placer County. I have family and friends who live in the area and the increase in traffic and
public access is a threat to their homes and properties. Given the catastrophic wild fires of these past
years, access to this area of extremely dry grasses during the summer months and the limited egress
and ingress for fire fighting equipment and the evacuation of residents creates an extremely dangerous
situation, not unlike that of the Paradise fire.  
Please take the wishes of the area's residents under consideration when making your decision. The
people who live here and pay their taxes should be top priority when discussing land use in their
neighborhood.
Thank You
Nellie Curran
Placer County resident
Concerned Citizen

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Rod Thayer
Jim Holmes
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Friday, March 5, 2021 8:36:02 AM

Mr Holmes
As a resident of Loomis, I would ask that you please provide support for the expansion of trails at Hidden Falls. Me,
my wife and our 4 boys have used these trails on many occasions for hiking and mountain biking. The park is very
safe and well tended for use and provides a wonderful enhancement to Placer Co residents for recreation.
The expansion will serve to provide more available terrain, while preserving this land for the residents of placer co
for many years to come.
Thanks and our family appreciates your support and representation for the residents of our district.
Rod Thayer
8900 King Rd, Loomis
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Rod Thayer
Jim Holmes
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Friday, March 5, 2021 8:36:02 AM

Mr Holmes
As a resident of Loomis, I would ask that you please provide support for the expansion of trails at Hidden Falls. Me,
my wife and our 4 boys have used these trails on many occasions for hiking and mountain biking. The park is very
safe and well tended for use and provides a wonderful enhancement to Placer Co residents for recreation.
The expansion will serve to provide more available terrain, while preserving this land for the residents of placer co
for many years to come.
Thanks and our family appreciates your support and representation for the residents of our district.
Rod Thayer
8900 King Rd, Loomis
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Supervisor Gore
Sally Armbrust
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood; Landon Wolf
RE: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project
Friday, March 5, 2021 12:13:49 PM

Ms. Armbrust Thank you so much for taking the time to reach out to me about this issue, I appreciate it.
I understand this is a significant issue for many in the community and I am doing my due
diligence to fully understand the proposal to expand Hidden Falls. I will take your feedback
into consideration when making the decision on if and how this project proceeds.
Again, I appreciate you expressing your thoughts about this project. I hope you have a
good weekend.
Sincerely,
~Supervisor Bonnie Gore
Placer County, District 1
From: Sally Armbrust <armbrustfamily@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 9:16 AM
To: Supervisor Gore <SupervisorGore@placer.ca.gov>
Cc: Placer County Board of Supervisors <BOS@placer.ca.gov>; Megan Wood
<MWood@placer.ca.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project
Hi Ms Gore,
Writing to let you know that myself and my family support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails
Expansion. Two of my three kids have joined the Woodcreek Mountain Bike Racing Team, and it has
become a huge part of our life. Hidden Falls is one of our favorite locations, yet it is impacted and
crowded.
Expanding Hidden Falls Trails will allow more youth like my kids to experience the beauty our area
has to offer. Adding parking lots will help offset the crowds at the current lot and spread out the
use of the area.
Please vote to support this effort in bring more heath and outdoors to our kids and our community!
SIncerely,
Sally Armbrust
Roseville, Ca

Virus-free. www.avast.com

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Steve Sheldon
Cindy Gustafson
Placer County Board of Supervisors; Megan Wood
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails with the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion
Thursday, March 4, 2021 7:39:30 PM

I implore the Board to approve this reduced plan for expanding Hidden Falls trails expansion.
The land has been acquired, trails have been built, the plan has been scaled down to address
local concerns, and it is time to approve and move forward.
The existing Hidden Falls Park is a wonderful asset to the community, and more trails are
needed to serve the growing need of current citizens, children, and future generations.
Millions of dollars have been spent to see this goal, and millions more in grants are available.
Please approve this vital plan and support future funding as needed.
With due respect to the local opposition, it is absurd to limit these assets to docent led hikes.
If not for the land trust acquisition and park plans, there would be increased housing in the
area causing greater impacts than a community park.
Thank you and best regards,
Steven Sheldon
Auburn, CA

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Thomas Orgain
Placer County Board of Supervisors
Diana Orgain
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls
Friday, March 5, 2021 9:21:40 AM

Dear Board Members:
Please tamp down the overly-ambitious plans to expand Hidden Falls. It sickens me to see the list of
Assessor’s Parcel Numbers owned by those who are the most heavily impacted by this
extravagance. Our parcel is not on that list but we are nearby and do not wish see a project that is
overgrown just because it can be. Do a smart development keeping the location a special place in
balance with its rural neighborly surrounding. Engineer the traffic and capacity to fit within the
existing parameters of our country roads.
This project does not have to be a career builder magnet for make-work and climbing government
officials.
You must show due respect to the taxpayers in the immediate sphere of influence.
Please identify and select the lowest-density recreation solution for this space. Remember this,
although the space is expanding, this is not a justification for expanding the project.

Very Truly Yours
Tom and Diana Orgain
3799 Sylvia Lane
Auburn, CA95602

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 3:50:23 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Paul Raffaeli

Email (Optional)

Paulraffaeli@yahoo.com

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Please approve the expansion and trail access for mountain
biking and other appropriate recreational activities

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

noreply@civicplus.com
Megan Wood; Kelsey Anderson
[EXTERNAL] Online Form Submittal: Public Comment Submission
Friday, March 5, 2021 3:59:54 PM

Public Comment Submission

Please submit your Public Comment for the Monday, March 8th Board of
Supervisors Meeting here.

During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Placer County is committed to public
participation in County Government in a manner that is consistent with guidance
provided by our Public Health Official. We have provided this form that can be
used to submit comments to the Board of Supervisors

Name

Scott severson

Email (Optional)

Field not completed.

Agenda Item (Optional)

1A Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Reduced
Project Conditional Use Permit Modification (PLN19-00187)
Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (SCH#
2007062084)

Comments

Please approve the expansion. It would be great for the
community and local outdoor enthusiasts

Attach a document

Field not completed.

Email not displaying correctly? View it in your browser.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Beth Moorehead
Cindy Gustafson; Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] I support more trails in the Hidden Falls Trails Expansion Project
Friday, March 5, 2021 11:26:14 AM

Although I am not a Placer County resident, I utilize the Hidden Falls Trails and absolutely
support expansion. Just yesterday as my high school son played a golf tournament at Auburn
Valley Golf Club, I spent the time hiking at Hidden Falls - what a gem!
I live in Grass Valley and know very well how much our trails have increased tourism, dining
and overnight stays. Our bikes shops are bustling!
I am in awe of the maintenance of Hidden Falls Regional Park - the signage is superb, the
trails are clean and free of obstacles, and every trail is interesting.
Please help us continue to make Placer and Nevada Counties gateways to recreation.
Regards,
Beth Moorehead

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Elaine Reed
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project
Friday, March 5, 2021 3:33:37 PM

I am writing in support of the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion Project. Like many other Placer County residents, my
husband and I love hiking in the County. Now that we are retired, we hike almost everyday. Our County is beautiful
and our trails are a treasure. Please vote Yes on expanding the Hidden Falls Trail. Thanks! Elaine Reed and John
Holloway, 2801 Executive Ct., Rocklin, CA 95765

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Lisa Saiia
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Board of SuoervisorsHidden Falls Agenda
Friday, March 5, 2021 11:04:59 AM

Board of Supervisors &
Cindy(My Representative),
I am one of your constituents. I am out of State through next week and wanted to attend meeting on Hidden Falls.
Please add questions to supervisors meeting to be answered:
Question 1:
We live off Mt. Vernon Road and have been unable to get reservations, especially weekends for ourselves, our guest
and family to use Hidden Falls Park. The traffic heavily impacts our roads and cars driving down our driveway,
apparently lost trying to find the park, yet it is difficult to access Hidden Falls. The Board of Supervisors needs to
amend park rules allowing a block of parking and access to park for local residence without reservations showing
drivers license identification of address in 95603 and 95602 zip codes. This system is used in State and County park
systems in Hawaii and allows local residents access to parks that impact their community with public access usage.
Question 2:
Our fire insurance is extraordinarily high. Since the location of a public park facility is close to our property I am
certain that insurance will increase significantly due to the higher risk of fire. Will the Hidden Falls insurance
liability cover our property loss and damage if a fire is proven to have started in the park by public carelessness?
Please present questions in it’s entirety at the meeting and email me answers to my questions.
Cordially,
Lisa Saiia
8450 Haven Hill Lane
Auburn, CA
916 203-7775
Sent from my iPhone

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Martin Clevenger
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] TRAILS EXPANSION PROJECT
Friday, March 5, 2021 10:11:17 AM

Our entire family supports the Hidden Falls Trail Expansion project. Our home
address is 5811 Wedgewood drive, Granite Bay, CA 95746.
“Those who can make you believe absurdities, can make you commit atrocities.” - Voltaire

Godspeed,

Marty
THE WESTERRA GROUP

Developing Excellence…Since 1999

CLEVENGER FAMILY PHILANTHROPIES

Education - Poverty Alleviation – Women/Youth Development
Martin V. Clevenger
President/Founder
he/him/his
1512 Eureka Rd., Suite 230
Roseville, CA 95661
916/797/8344 Ext. 103
916/834/0016 - Mobile
marty@westerra.net

Proud Founder’s Circle Member of Stanford
Professionals in Real Estate:

If it is important to communicate with me in a timely manner, please call my mobile
phone (number above) as I am checking emails and texts no more often than daily.
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this electronic message, including
attachments, is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. Section 2510-2521, is
confidential and is intended solely for the use of the intended recipient. It is to be conveyed only to the
designated recipient(s) and may contain privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure, retransmission, distribution or other use or taking of any action based upon this information
by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient
of this communication, please delete and destroy all copies. If you are the intended recipient of this
communication, you should not copy, disclose or distribute this communication without the authority of
the company from which it was sent. Any views expressed in this communication are those of the

individual sender, except where the sender specifically states them to be the views of this company
and/or individual. Except as required by law, the above company and/or individual does not represent,
warrant or guarantee that the integrity of this communication has been maintained nor that the
communication is free of errors, virus, interception or interference. We have taken precautions to screen
this message for viruses but we cannot guarantee that it is virus free nor can we be responsible for any
damage that may be caused by opening this email. We reserve the right to monitor and review the
content of all email communications sent or received. Circular 230 Notice: Any written advice provided
herein (and in any attachments) is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, to avoid any
penalty under the Internal Revenue Code or to promote, market, or recommend to anyone, a transaction
or matter addresses herein. If you have received this communication in error, please contact us by
email (marty@westerra.net) or by telephone at 916.797.8344 extension 101. Thank you.

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Teresa Johnson
Placer County Board of Supervisors
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Hidden Fall Trail expansion
Friday, March 5, 2021 3:39:19 PM

Sent from my iPad
Begin forwarded message:
From: Teresa Johnson <tessajohn94@yahoo.com>
Date: March 5, 2021 at 3:36:45 PM PST
To: bos@place.ca.gov
Subject: Hidden Fall Trail expansion
Sending this email to let you know I do not support the Hidden Falls Trail
expansion project. Primarily because of the increased traffic to the area with
roads that cannot accommodate it. I feel it will have a negative impact on the
surrounding area just as it did to the Mears Lane area. This project is primarily to
accommodate a special interest group, equestrians.
I plan to watch the meeting on zoom. To see if the BOS really cares about the
opinions of their constituents.
Wade & Teresa Johnson
North Auburn.
Sent from my iPad

