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he Placer Legacy program in partnership
with Placer Land Trust recently obtained an
agricultural conservation easement on a 77.4 acre
portion of the larger 437 acre Oest Ranch. Located
near Lone Star Road and Highway 49 in North
Auburn, this ranch has been owned and operated as
a working cattle ranch for over 150 years by the Oest
family. This is just one of several pieces of land that the
Oest family has devoted to protecting.

“Through local partnerships like the one between
Placer Land Trust and the Oest family, voluntary
land conservation is becoming a new American
tradition,” said Placer Land Trust Executive Director,
Jeff Darlington. “Working with land trusts is a way
for our nation’s farms and ranches to stay productive,
and it keeps local communities, environments and
economies healthy and
sustainable.”
We are dedicated to
acquiring and conserving
land that meets multiple
Placer Legacy and Placer
County Conservation
Program (PCCP)
objectives. This
agricultural easement
will preserve the Oest
property’s historic
values dating back to
the Gold Rush era,
scenic open space
values, and agricultural
properties, including
grassland communities
for livestock grazing
and a home for
bees producing
PlacerGROWN
honey.

Placer Legacy News

Summer 2017

Oest Ranch contains a large un-fragmented foothill
oak woodland community, which is one of the most
diverse and rich biological resources here in the
Sierra Foothills. The property’s proximity to the Bear
River and the Coon Creek watershed provides the
opportunity to conserve land for a valuable wildlife
corridor that can help maintain plant and animal
diversity and benefit several state and federally listed
species. Wildlife species that will benefit from this
easement include Chinook salmon, Central Valley
steelhead, Swainson’s hawk, Western pond turtle and
potentially the California Red-legged frog and Foothill
Yellow-legged frog.
Referred to as a “green belt” property, Oest Ranch
contributes to the separation of urban areas, helping to
conserve a large interconnected system of agricultural
land, open space, and species habitat in Placer County.
Placer Land Trust has previously worked with the
Oest family to protect parts of Oest Ranch that help
to conserve portions of Lake Clementine, Clipper
Creek, and the American River watersheds. This
has contributed to preventing pollution, runoff, and
erosion, that helps protect our drinking water.
While the property is not open the public, its
protection will contribute to large open space and
scenic views to be enjoyed by all in perpetuity. The
Oest family has been an excellent steward of the land
for decades, and this easement will contribute towards
continuing that legacy for generations to come.
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Linda Atoms Donation

to Help Improve
Griffith Quarry Park
T

he Placer Legacy Program has received a
generous donation of $50,000 as a beneficiary
of the Linda A. Atoms Trust. Linda Atoms,
or Lindy as friends liked to call her, was born and
raised in the Lake Tahoe area, and resided in Penryn,
California for over 25 years. She earned two degrees
at Sacramento State University, and passed her
knowledge and passion for literature onto others
through teaching English at Sierra College. Linda was
a very caring individual, who relished in the company
of both people and animals, including her pet cats.
Her friends and colleagues remember her passion for
issues she believed in, particularly protecting nature
and the environment. An accomplished photographer,
Linda had a keen eye for capturing nature’s wonders.
Among many of the beautiful places she frequented,
Yuba River and Griffith Quarry Park were two of her
favorites.

Park in Penryn, including interpretive signage and
trail improvements.

Griffith Quarry Museum

Linda’s donation will be used to further Placer Legacy
objectives to retain important scenic and historic
areas, as well as conserve open space for outdoor
recreation in Placer County, and to protect the lands
and wildlife that she loved so much. In her honor,
enhancements will be made to the Griffith Quarry

Remains of original quarry

Hiking path at Griffith Quarry Park
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Mr. Griffith Griffith, originally from Wales, moved
to California in 1853, and upon his discovery of
granite in El Dorado County — similar to that
which he found back in Wales — helped to pioneer
the California granite business. In 1854 Mr. Griffith
established Griffith Quarry in Penryn, an ideal
location based on the granite’s superior quality and
its proximity to the Central Pacific Railroad —
advantageous for shipping and distribution needs. Mr.
Griffith’s work helped contribute to Placer County’s
historic and cultural values that we cherish today.
The quarry and the Griffith Residence are both listed
on the state’s Register of Historic Places and the
National Register. To recognize the site’s history,
the Griffith Quarry Museum, housed in the original
Penryn Granite Works office, contains some of the
original furniture, an interactive geology exhibit, and
information on the Griffith family, the history of the
Penryn-Loomis Basin area and the granite industry.
Linda’s legacy will allow others to enjoy the area’s
beautiful open space and rich history for generations
to come. For more information on visiting Griffith
Quarry Park, please visit www.placer.ca.gov/
departments/facility/parks/parks-content/parks/
griffith-quarry-park.

Photo courtesy of Placer Land Trust
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T

he Western Burrowing Owl (Athene
cunicularia hypugaea) is unique because
it is one of the only owl species to live
in burrows underground. Unlike most owls,
the Western Burrowing Owl is not nocturnal,
but rather diurnal — most active during the
daytime. This small, ground-dwelling species
is easily identified by its bright yellow eyes,
long legs, round head, a lack of ear tufts, and
a characteristic “bobbing” behavior when
disturbed. They have chocolate brown and
pale yellow-brown spotted feathers with a
pale yellow-brown eyebrow. Juveniles are
distinguished by their solid pale yellow-brown
and white colored breast and wings.

County, protection
of this unique
species in our open
spaces is imperative.

Western Burrowing Owls rely on open habitats
with sparse vegetation such as prairies, grassland,
desert or shrub-steppe. They share this habitat
with animals such as prairie dogs, ground
squirrels, coyotes and foxes, which create and
abandon the nests that the owls then takeover.
The Florida Burrowing Owls contrast with
their western counterpart because they
dig their own burrows rather than rely on
abandoned nests created by other
animals. Typical diet includes
insects, such as beetles, and
small animals, including
rodents. Western Burrowing
Owls have been known to
place animal dung by their nest
entrance to help attract insects,
particularly dung beetles, which
the owls then eat. This behavior
might also help deter predators
by masking juvenile scent.
Once a common sight to
see, urban development has
eliminated much of the Owl’s
historic habitat across western
North America. While the
species is protected under the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act,
populations continue to decline.
The Western Burrowing Owl is
listed as Endangered in Canada and Threatened
in Mexico. They are considered by the US Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to be a Bird of
Conservation Concern at the national level, in three
USFWS regions, and in nine bird Conservation
Regions. At the state level, the Owls are listed as
Endangered in Minnesota, Threatened in Colorado,
and as a Species of Concern in California, Montana,

Oklahoma,
Oregon, Utah,
Washington, and
Wyoming.
Major threats
to the Owl
across its North
American range
nd Trust include habitat
sy of Placer La
te
ur
co
o
ot
loss due to land
Ph
conversion for agricultural
and urban development, and habitat degradation
and loss due to reductions in burrowing mammal
populations.
We are blessed to have this special creature in our
lands here in Placer County. They have been longtime residents of Swainson’s Grassland preserve.
Owls have also taken refuge at Doty Ravine
Preserve. While we are lucky to have the Owl in our
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Placer Land Trust
has taken action
to expand current
resident populations
by installing artificial
burrows at Swainson’s
Grassland Preserve
and Doty Ravine
Preserve in the Lincoln
area (More information
on this project can be
found on their blog at
placerlandtrust.org).
Rotational livestock
grazing and mowing
can help keep grass
short, which is not only
Swainson’s Gra
ssland Preser ve a critical characteristic
of suitable owl habitat,
but the low fuel load can increase protection from
the risk of wildfire. Efforts to increase burrowing
mammal populations through minimizing control
programs will help to create suitable Burrowing
Owl habitat. If insecticides/pesticides are necessary,
using one with the lowest toxicity to non-target
organisms and not spraying near burrowing habitat
can help protect the owls and other wildlife species.
Education of the public, including landowners and
land managers, is crucial to help conserve burrowing
habitat and improve the attitudes toward burrowing
owls and mammals.
Next time you’re out in open lands, look around
and see if you can spot the Western Burrowing Owl
or its burrowing habitat. Remember to tell your
neighbors, family, and friends the importance of
conserving burrowing habitat to protect these special
creatures in our magnificent lands.
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Upper Royal Gorge, Wabenna Falls

T

and work to create opportunities for recreation, including hiking,
swimming, boating, skiing, and birding.

he Truckee Donner Land Trust is a non-profit
organization dedicated to preserving and protecting
scenic, historic, and recreational lands with natural
resource values in the Truckee Donner region. The organization
has protected over 33,000 acres to date, and sees this number
growing significantly in the future.

Placer County has partnered with the Truckee Donner Land Trust
to acquire some very valuable lands. The County contributed
towards the acquisition of the Waddle Ranch Preserve (part of
Martis Valley), a 1,462 acre conservation acquisition, characterized
by a mix of sage brush and yellow pine forest, a lake that supports
ducks, geese, American coots, and habitat for raptors. Placer
County donated $300,000 for protecting Royal Gorge from
development as part of a grassroots fundraising campaign. The
acquisition involved a 3,000 acre property on Donner Summit that
serves as an important wildlife migration
corridor, has remains of old growth forest,
contains the headwaters of the Yuba and
American Rivers, and has historic remains
of rock art from the Martis Culture
Native Americans, remnants of historic
travel along the Overland Emigrant
Trail (OET), and snow sheds from the
construction of the Transcontinental
Railway. This acquisition also helped
protect the Nordic ski area, open to the
public for recreation.

As growth and development encroach on the area’s great
mountains, canyons, meadows, rivers, and lakes, critical wildlife
habitat and space for outdoor recreation are threatened. The
Land Trust works to protect these critical open spaces and
greenbelts, undeveloped natural lands, and open spaces that face
imminent development, by negotiating
land acquisitions, easements and land
exchanges.
Truckee Donner Land Trust promotes
sustainable recreational use of protected
lands through organizing guided hikes,
tours, and outdoor events for local
residents and visitors. They have created
and continue to maintain the 23 mile
multi-use Donner Lake Rim Trail, and,
continually engage in trail, campground,
and picnic area construction, and
trail maintenance with the help of
hardworking volunteers.

The efforts of the Truckee Donner
Land Trust help ensure protection for
the region’s wildlife species, and create
a healthy co-existence for sharing the
beautiful lands and open space with our
County’s creatures and natural resources.

In 2016, the Land Trust protected
Donner Summit’s Black Wall, an iconic
rock climbing treasure, maintained 25
miles of trail, and closed the first phase
of the Carpenter Valley acquisition
— to name just a few of their many
accomplishments. They not only help
conserve our lands, but also promote

For more information about Truckee
Donner Land Trust, visit their website at
www.tdlandtrust.org.
Royal Gorge

Important
Update:

The Placer Legacy
Newsletter is

going green!
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In an effort to be more environmentally friendly, the annual Placer Legacy Newsletter
is going digital. This will be the last year we are mailing out paper copies of our newsletter.
Please sign up for future newsletters at www.placer.ca.gov/subscribe, under
“County News and Alerts” to continue learning about the wonderful things the Placer Legacy
Program is doing to protect Placer County’s open space.

Quick & Easy Steps to sign up! It will only take 1 minute!
1 Go to www.placer.ca.gov/subscribe

4 Click submit

2 Enter your email address and click submit

5 Enjoy future Placer Legacy
Newsletters and continue to support
the Placer Legacy Program!

3 Under “County News and Alerts,” check
the box next to “Placer Legacy Newsletter”
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Placer Land Trust runs docent-led hikes in
various areas closed to the public to allow
local residents to enjoy even more of Placer
County’s outdoor space. Dates for Summer
2017 are as follows below:
-·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·

July 8 | Moonlight hike
at Big Hill

-·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·

August 5 | Moonlight hike at
Big Hill

-·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·

August 12 | Harvego Bear
River Preserve Hike

-·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·  ·

September 9 | Big Hill Hike
For more information, please contact:
Placer Land Trust
530-887-9222
info@placerlandtrust.org
Placer Legacy often partners with
Placer Land Trust and together,
encourages everyone to get outside
and enjoy Placer County’s landscapes
through our hiking trails.

C

anyon View Preserve includes 50 acres of canyon
rim located north of Auburn. This land has been
protected by Placer Land Trust since 2003 when
it was acquired in partnership with the American Land
Conservancy and Emigrant Trails Greenway Trust.
The staff and volunteers of Placer Land Trust manage
the property to help maintain and promote native
species growth, and ensure it is a safe and beautiful
place for Placer County residents and visitors to enjoy.
This includes invasive species removal, such as yellow
star thistle, reducing fuel load to limit wildlife danger,
and creek restoration.
A 1.25 mile trail is open to the public for recreational
enjoyment. With 200 feet of elevation change the
trail contains scenic views of the Sierra Nevada,

American River Canyon, and Foresthill Bridge. The
trail includes a kiosk, interpretive signs, picnic tables,
and benches with shade to rest along the way during
the hot, summer months. It is a great spot to search for
wildflowers in the spring, including California Poppies,
and enjoy tall grasses and wild sage. The trail has even
been recognized by National Geographic and the
Sierra Nevada Geotourism Council as a wonderful spot
for nature lovers to enjoy the wilderness of the Sierra
Nevada.
The Canyon View Trail is an ideal location for a
quick getaway for a run, family fun with the kids, or
a walk for the dog (on leash). It provides the perfect
opportunity to learn about the ecology of our region
and enjoy the serenity of the great outdoors in Placer
County.

D i r e ct i o n s

to Canyon

View

Preserve Trail

The trail can be accessed from
Lincoln Way in Auburn across from
the Park & Ride at the Bowman Exit
(#122) of Interstate 80.
View from Canyon View Preserve Trail. Photo courtesy of Placer Land Trust

Placer Legacy News

Summer 2017

5

Seventeen Years of

Placer
Legacy
F
arming and ranching have
been part of the economic,
cultural, and environmental
fabric of Placer County since the
first mass arrivals of Europeans and
the discovery of gold near Auburn
1848. Protecting farmland is a way
for the public to produce food and
fiber, maintain open space, retain
natural systems and processes,
control public infrastructure costs,
preserve the local economic base
and local self-sufficiency, promote
rural lifestyles, maintain local
specialty crops and conserve energy.
Protecting farmland also assists with
groundwater recharge, flood storage
and to conserve wildlife habitat.

• F
 unding for conservation
easements and land acquisition
• P
 assive park improvements

• O
 ak woodlands protection
• V
 ernal pool protection
and restoration
• T
 rail easements and construction
• R
 iparian restoration and
streambank restoration projects
• F
 ish passage improvement
projects
• W
 etland protection
and restoration

• Education and outreach programs
• Water quality testing
and monitoring

To date, the Placer Legacy
program has worked with willing
property owners and other
agencies to conserve 9,160 acres
of land throughout the county.
Through the program, the County
is retaining its unique natural
heritage, minimizing conflicts
in achieving conservation and
development goals, and enhancing
the quality of life of current and
future residents.

The importance
of open space

• P
 rovides tranquility amid the rush and bustle of life
• M
 aintains the natural environmental processes and
balances, helping to ensure a high quality water
supply
• P
 reserves our connection with the natural world
• H
 elps lessen pollution by absorbing contaminants
from our air and water
• P
 reserves areas of scenic beauty, and protects the
semi-rural character of outlying areas
• P
 reserves lands that are not suited for development
• P
 rovides land for active and leisure recreation

In April of 1998, the Placer County
Board of Supervisors directed the
Planning Department to prepare
a program to implement the
conservation goals and policies
of the 1994 Placer County
General Plan Policy Document.
This program, known as the
Placer Legacy Open Space and
Agricultural Conservation
Program, was adopted in June
of 2000.

• P
 rovides habitat for birds, fish, and other wildlife

Conservation easement
tax benefits
There may be tax benefits to donating or selling a
conservation easement on your property. In order to
qualify for an income tax deduction, the easement
must be a) permanent b) held by a qualified
organization and c) serve a valid conservation
purpose, meaning that the property must have
natural, scenic, historic, scientific, recreational, or
open space value.

Placer Legacy implementation
requires partnerships with State,
Federal and Non-profit funding
sources to assist with:

Placer County
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Oest Ranch

Placer Legacy, adopted by the Placer County Board
of Supervisors in June 2000, was created to implement
the open space and conservation policies of the
General Plan by meeting a number of objectives:
• M
 aintain a viable agricultural segment
of the economy
• C
 onserve natural features necessary for access
to a variety of outdoor recreation opportunities
• Retain important scenic and historic areas
• Preserve the diversity of plant and animal
communities
• P
 rotect endangered and other special
status plant and animal species
• Separate urban areas into distinct communities
To find out more about Placer Legacy, please contact the
Placer County Planning Division at 530-745-3000. You
can also learn more by visiting us at www.placer.ca.gov/
placerlegacy or via email at legacy@placer.ca.gov.

