MEMORANDUM
CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES
County of Placer

TO:

The Honorable Board of Supervisors

DATE: May 25, 2021

FROM:

Laura Van Buskirk, Director

SUBJECT:

Plan of Cooperation with the Eastern Sierra Department of Child Support
Services

ACTION REQUESTED
Authorize the Director of Child Support Services or designee to enter into a Plan of Cooperation
with the Eastern Sierra Department of Child Support Services.
BACKGROUND
The Placer County Department of Child Support Services, (PLDCSS), and the Eastern Sierra
Department of Child Support Services (comprised of Mono and Inyo counties), hereinafter
referred to as ESDCSS will enter into a collaborative Plan of Cooperation (POC) in an effort to
assist the State Department of Child Support Services (SDCSS) to promote statewide costeffectiveness, as well as for the purpose of providing Legal Attorney assistance to ESDCSS to
ensure continuity of legal access and services to the families of Eastern Sierra County. The
intent of this POC is to ensure ESDCSS is able to fulfill its responsibilities to manage child
support cases for Mono/Inyo counties, to allow PLDCSS to supplement its allocation, and to
minimize adverse impacts to each jurisdictions Cost Effectiveness measures.
PLDCSS will assign attorney support to ESDCSS (Mono/Inyo) to provide court coverage and
legal document review and approval. Attorney support will be assigned based on availability and
according to the existing PLDCSS practices for case or task assignment. It is anticipated and
this contract provides for a ¼ FTE assignment. The PLDCSS Attorneys assigned to provide
legal services to ESDCSS will continue under the leadership and direction of PLDCSS.
It is anticipated that all attorney appearances for court calendars will be remote, and have been
so approved prospectively by the courts of ESDCSS (Mono/Inyo). PLDCSS and ESDCSS will
designate liaisons to communicate between the two counties. These liaisons will provide timely
information relative to hearings, operational changes, and procedure/policy revisions. In
addition, they will work collaboratively to address concerns, customer complaints, discuss best
practices/trends, and find resolutions while keeping each agency Director informed.

FISCAL IMPACT
ESDCSS agrees to pay PLDCSS directly, on a monthly basis, in an amount not to exceed
$6759.33.
Attachment – Plan of Cooperation
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PLAN OF COOPERATION BETWEEN
PLACER COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES
AND
EASTERN SIERRA DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES

Introduction
The Placer County Department of Child Support Services, hereinafter referred to as PLDCSS, and the
Eastern Sierra Department of Child Support Services (comprised of Mono and Inyo counties), hereinafter
referred to as ESDCSS will enter into a collaborative Plan of Cooperation (POC) in an effort to assist the
State Department of Child Support Services (SDCSS) to promote statewide cost-effectiveness, as well as
for the purpose of providing Legal Attorney assistance to ESDCSS to ensure continuity of legal access
and services to the families of Eastern Sierra County. The intent of this POC is to ensure ESDCSS is able
to fulfill its responsibilities to manage child support cases for Mono/Inyo counties, to allow PLDCSS to
supplement its allocation, and to minimize adverse impacts to each jurisdictions Cost Effectiveness
measures.
Term
PLDCSS will provide legal Attorney services to ESDCSS by appearing on the IV-D Child Support
calendars and by providing legal guidance and approval of documents July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.
Either party, upon a written 30-day notice to the other may elect at any time to cease its effort and stop
participating in this POC. In the event that neither participant has given notice to discontinue
participation in this POC by one month prior to the end of the state fiscal year, these terms shall be
considered to be re-adopted for the following fiscal year.
Amendments
With written agreement from all parties, this POC may be amended to extend or reduce the POC dates, or
make future adjustments for material changes in the child support program (funding, rankings, laws, etc.)
Roles and Responsibilities of Both Parties
PLDCSS and ESDCSS shall remain separate and distinct programs operated within the respective
counties. PLDCSS will assign attorney support to ESDCSS (Mono/Inyo) to provide court coverage and
legal document review and approval. Attorney support will be assigned based on availability and
according to the existing PLDCSS practices for case or task assignment. It is anticipated and this contract
provides for a ¼ FTE assignment. The PLDCSS Attorneys assigned to provide legal services to ESDCSS
will continue under the leadership and direction of PLDCSS.

Toll Free (866) 901-3212
www.placer.ca.gov/childsupport
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It is anticipated that all attorney appearances for court calendars will be remote, and have been so
approved prospectively by the courts of ESDCSS (Mono/Inyo). In the event that this changes, it will be
considered a material change to this POC, and will require re-evaluation based upon this change. In
addition, changes to attorney staffing levels at either LCSA would be a material change requiring a reevaluation.
ESDCSS agrees to maintain the assignment of the Attorney of Record in their Counties. ESDCSS agrees
to provide notice of all hearings and trials by providing calendars and travel files to PLDCSS 3-5
workdays before each court date. ESDCSS agrees to communicate timely all information relative to
hearings, operational changes, and procedural/policy revisions influencing the work completed by
PLDCSS. ESDCSS agrees to provide a workspace with internet/network access in case of the need for
on-site work at court or the office.
PLDCSS and ESDCSS will designate liaisons to communicate between the two counties. These liaisons
will provide timely information relative to hearings, operational changes, and procedure/policy revisions.
In addition, they will work collaboratively to address concerns, customer complaints, discuss best
practices/trends, and find resolutions while keeping each agency Director informed.
Cost Effectiveness Adjustment
This collaborative agreement will not affect either agency's State allocation. ESDCSS agrees to pay
PLDCSS directly, on a monthly basis, in an amount not to exceed $6759.33. Each agency will continue to
be assessed on cost effectiveness based upon the initial allocation from state DCSS.
Information Security, Confidentiality and Data Protection
The parties shall comply with all State and Federal regulations concerning the safeguarding of
confidential information including but not limited to: California Family Code 17212; Title 22 of the
California Code of Regulations sections 111430 and 111440, Welfare and Institutions Code section
11478.1, 26 United State Code section 6103, 42 United States Code section 654(26), and Internal
Revenue Service Publication 1075.
Indemnification
Pursuant to the provisions of the California Government Code, section 895 et. seq., each party agrees to
defend, indemnify and hold harmless each other from liability, claim or judgment for injury or damages
caused by negligent or wrongful act or omission for any agent, officer and/or employee of the
indemnifying party that occurs or arises out of this POC. Pursuant to the provisions of the California
Government Code, 995 et. seq., PLDCSS agrees to defend and indemnify PLDCSS attorneys working
under this POC for ESDCSS.
Compliance with all Applicable Laws
During the performance of this POC, no person shall, on the grounds of race, religious creed, color,
national origin, ancestry, physical disability, mental disability, medical condition, genetic information,
marital status, sex, gender, gender identity, gender expression, age, sexual orientation, or military or
veteran status be denied any benefits/services or subjected to unlawful discrimination.
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The signatures of the Parties affixed to this Plan of Cooperation affirm that they are each and all duly
authorized to commit and bind their respective LCSA to the terms and conditions set forth in this
document.

3

400

