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1. PURPOSE/VISION
PURPOSE

The purpose of the Truckee River Recreational Access Plan (Plan) is to develop
an implementation framework for public access and ecological restoration and
enhancement improvements along the Truckee River from Squaw Valley Road
to the Town of Truckee. The Truckee River corridor represents an outstanding
recreational resource that is a popular destination for paddlers, hikers, anglers,
bicyclists, cross-country skiers, back-country skiers, campers, and people who want
to enjoy the river. Consistent with the Resort Triangle trail connectivity concept this
plan envisions a multi-purpose trail connection to access recreational opportunities
on public lands within the corridor between communities on the North Shore of
Lake Tahoe to the Town of Truckee.
From Tahoe City to Truckee, historical railroad, past logging, and current
transportation issues combined with recent growth in local population, development,
and recreational use creates substantial pressure on the Truckee River corridor.
Pressures include habitat impacts, such as eroded stream banks and degraded
riverside meadows. Safety hazards occur where drivers park along State Route 89
(SR 89) to access the river or recreation areas. Visitors and locals are inappropriately
crossing private property to reach or cross the river. Public interest in and use of the
Truckee River is increasing among local and visiting recreationists, such as anglers,
paddlers, bicyclists, and hikers. The Truckee River is an increasing attraction to
tourists from outside the area.

VISION

PROJECT TEAM

The vision of the Truckee River Recreational Access Plan is
to create a non-motorized connection between the Town of
Truckee and Squaw Valley Road, enhancing public access
to recreational opportunities, restoring natural resources
and watershed, while protecting private-property rights of
corridor landowners.

LUMOS & ASSOCIATES
DESIGN WORKSHOP
ASCENT ENVIRONMENTAL
PREPARED FOR

PL ACER COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
AND FACILITIES
TAHOE ENGINEERING DIVISION

No single agency, organization, or stakeholder has jurisdiction over all the land in
the river corridor or control of all these issues; however, leadership in the form of
coordination of plans and projects can go a long way toward creating solutions.
Placer County has taken the frst steps toward this coordination by funding the
preparation of a recreation access plan to identify access-related river corridor and
environmental issues and projects. This plan is intended to serve as the guiding
vision to help agencies and organizations 1) direct land management activities; 2)
enhance, restore and protect natural resources; and 3) develop trail alignments
staging areas and other potential low-intensity recreational facilities.
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2. INTRODUCTION
A.

PARTNERS

The Plan was developed with input from recreational groups, Placer County, the US
Forest Service (USFS), Town of Truckee, California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), Tahoe Truckee Sanitation Agency (TTSA), Truckee River Watershed
Council, private property owners and the public. Through community outreach and
feedback from partner agencies and organizations project concepts are presented.

B.

THE PL AN AREA

The area covered by the Truckee River Recreational Access Plan is limited to the
Truckee River corridor between Squaw Valley Road and the west end of Phase 4 of
the Truckee River Legacy Trail near the intersection of SR 89 and West River Street,
approximately eight miles. This plan is intended to provide specifc guidance to a
limited defned area within the Truckee River corridor. Figure 1 depicts the Plan Area
extent, and Figure 2 shows the Plan Area within the context of the Resort Triangle
trail community connectivity concept.

C.

2006 PL AN BACKGROUND

In 2006, Placer County Community Development and Planning, with consultant
assistance, drafted a document titled Truckee River Corridor Access Plan. This
plan covered the river corridor from Tahoe City to the Placer County Town of
Truckee line. It contained informative background information on existing and
historical physical, biological, cultural, environmental, and other conditions of the
corridor at the time. It included an opportunities and constraints analysis and maps,
maintenance needs, concept restoration and river access projects. The document
also included a concept alignment and sketches for a multi-use trail, which was
primarily a Class II (striped bike lanes) route on SR 89 within the Caltrans Right-ofWay (ROW).
The 2006 Document facilitated improvements on pedestrian/automobile/bicycle
conficts at the intersection of Squaw Valley Road and SR 89, as well as trail
maintenance grants obtained by the Tahoe City Public Utility District. The multi-use
trail concept was not well developed however and did not create a viable plan for
implementation. Private property conficts were not addressed, and neither were
parking or connectivity needs.
Current movement in the Tahoe Basin is towards alternative transportation and
multi-use trails. The Resort Triangle concept was developed as an idea for a
sustainable, non-motorized connection of the three main communities (Truckee,
Tahoe City and Kings Beach) on the north shore of Tahoe. Given the idea for a more
regional planning approach, the 2006 plan (Truckee River Corridor Access Plan) is
out-dated and not applicable.
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2. INTRODUCTION
D.

PUBLIC OUTREACH

FIGURE 3 - PUBLIC WORKSHOP AND ONLINE SURVEY QUESTION 1

To gather public input to identify community needs, opportunities and ideas for
the Plan the project team held a community workshop on October 18, 2017 and
concurrently conducted an online public survey from October 12 through November
6, 2017. Survey responses were received from 33 workshop participants and 131
online participants. Of the respondents, most were residents in Truckee and access
the Truckee River multiple times a year.
Figures 3, 4 and 5 summarize key questions of the survey. Project goals identifed
as “Most Important” by survey respondents were; a paved, multi-use trail
connecting Squaw Valley Road to Truckee; access to backcountry trails; and parking
for river and trail access along SR 89. The full survey results are included in (7)
Appendix A.

E.

OBJECTIVES

Recreational use is popular in the Plan Area but with few formal public access
points to the river and USFS land. As a result, user trails have been created, private
property is inadvertently trespassed and disrespected, informal parking areas
have been created within the SR 89 ROW and the environment is degraded. The
public outreach efforts involved assessing the needs for recreation, balanced with
assessing the existing conditions, to improve and protect further degradation of the
environment while providing recreational access to public land.
Based on the results of the public outreach efforts, comments received and
assessment of the existing conditions, the objectives for the project were identifed;
• Create clear river and forest access points to greatly reduce/minimize
private property trespassing.
• Improve eroding river banks.
• Increase river riparian areas.
• Provide safe parking with connections to recreational opportunities.
• Improve stormwater runoff and water quality.
• Provide clear, formalized connections to existing unpaved trails and paved
multi-use trails.
• Create a viable multi-use paved trail alignment within the corridor.
• Provide trailhead amenities for summer and winter use.
• Protect private property rights.
• Outline educational outreach opportunities.
• Identify cultural history of corridor.
• Provide non-motorized connectivity of the three USFS campgrounds to
recreation on public lands.

FIGURE 4 - PUBLIC WORKSHOP AND ONLINE SURVEY QUESTION 2
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FIGURE 5 - PUBLIC WORKSHOP AND ONLINE SURVEY QUESTION 3
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3. PLAN AREA CONDITIONS
A.

REVIE W OF DOCUMENTS AND PL ANS/DATA

Several existing public plans, agreements and policies are relevant to the
implementation of the Truckee River Recreational Access Plan. They are
summarized below.

TRUCKEE RIVER OPERATING AGREEMENT (TROA)

The TROA is the primary source of regulation for Truckee River fows along the
entire Truckee River including the Truckee River Recreational Access Plan area. After
years of discussion and debate, the states of Nevada and California, the United
States Government, Truckee Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) and the Pyramid
Lake Paiute Tribe signed the Truckee River Operating Agreement on September 6,
2008. TROA implementation began in December of 2015.
The agreement brings an end to historic uncertainty between Nevada and California
over distribution of the Truckee River’s water, allocating 90 percent to Nevada. It
modifes the operation of federal and selected non-federal reservoirs in the river
system to protect and improve water quality and enhances conditions for the
endangered Pyramid Lake cui-ui and the threatened Lahontan cutthroat trout.
By retaining more water in upstream reservoirs, TROA also expands the range
of recreational opportunities, including boating and fshing. The TROA does the
following:
• allocate the waters of the Truckee River, Carson River, and Lake Tahoe basins
between California and Nevada;
• enhance conditions for threatened and endangered fshes throughout the
Truckee River basin;
• increase drought protection for Truckee Meadows (Reno-Sparks metropolitan
area);
• improve river water quality downstream of Sparks, Nevada; and
• enhance instream fows and recreational opportunities in California and Nevada.

L AHONTAN CUTTHROAT TROUT RECOVERY PL AN

In 1995, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS) released its Recovery Plan
for Lahontan cutthroat trout, encompassing six river basins within the species’
historical range, including the Truckee River. The Lahontan cutthroat trout Recovery
Plan identifed the need to develop ecosystem plans for the Truckee and Walker
River Basins. In 1998, the Truckee River Basin Recovery Implementation Team was
organized to develop a strategy for Lahontan cutthroat trout restoration and recovery
efforts in the Truckee River basin. Public stakeholder involvement began in 1998.

SHORT-TERM ACTION PL AN FOR L AHONTAN CUTTHROAT TROUT IN THE
TRUCKEE RIVER BASIN

This plan identifes tasks that are intended to eliminate or minimize threats that
adversely affected Lahontan cutthroat trout and, through continued implementation
of this process, ensure the long-term persistence of the species in the Truckee
River basin. Several of the tasks have been implemented to date including the
stocking and monitoring of Lahontan cutthroat trout in the Truckee River within
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the Plan Area. This plan was developed by the Truckee River Basin Recovery
Implementation Team for USFWS in August 2003.

WATER QUALITY CONTROL PL AN FOR THE L AHONTAN REGION (BASIN
PL AN)

This Basin Plan provides a set of goals and policies and is the basis for the Lahontan
Regional Water Quality Control Board’s (LRWQCB’s) regulatory program. It sets
forth water quality standards for the surface and ground waters of the region,
which include both designated benefcial uses of water (including the Truckee River
corridor) and the narrative and numerical objectives that must be maintained or
attained to protect those uses. It identifes general types of water quality problems
that can threaten benefcial uses in the region. It then identifes required or
recommended control measures for these problems. This water quality control plan
became effective in March 1995 and includes amendments effective from August
1995 through January 2016.

MIDDLE TRUCKEE RIVER SEDIMENT TOTAL MA XIMUM DAILY LOAD
(TMDL)

The middle Truckee River Watershed Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) is a plan
to attain sediment-related water quality objectives, focusing on narrative objectives
set to protect in-stream aquatic life benefcial uses. The benefcial uses of concern
are those related to the protection of early life stage aquatic organisms - Cold
Freshwater Habitat and Spawning, Reproduction and Development. This TMDL
addresses the segment of the Truckee River from the outfow of Lake Tahoe at
Tahoe City to the California/Nevada state line and establishes watershed-wide
sediment load reductions that are protective of benefcial uses in the Truckee River.
As an amendment to the Basin Plan, the middle Truckee River Sediment TMDL was
adopted in May of 2008.

PL ACER COUNTY GENERAL PL AN

The general plan regulates land use and development in the Plan Area. The Truckee
River corridor is designated as timberland and low-density residential in the general
plan. This plan was prepared by Placer County and was last updated in May 2013.

TRUCKEE TRAILS & BIKEWAYS MASTER PL AN

The Town of Truckee 2025 General Plan provides a framework for the Trails &
Bikeways Master Plan. Many land use, circulation, and conservation and open
space policies contained within the General Plan encourage the implementation of
a non-motorized network that creates recreation and transportation opportunities
in Truckee and adjacent jurisdictions including Placer County, Nevada County
and Northstar. Specifcally, General Plan Conservation and Open Space Action
1.2 directs that “Establishment of trail and bikeway easements shall continue to
be subject to the provisions set forth in the Trails & Bikeways Master Plan”. The
purpose of the Trails & Bikeways Master Plan is to implement the directly related
goals, policies, and actions contained within the General Plan. The master plan was
approved September 2015.
Placer County is concurrently working with the Town of Truckee on the design
of Phase IV of the Legacy Trail, as the trail traverses east to west paralleling the
Truckee River. The Legacy Trail will terminate in Placer County at the intersection of
West River Street and SR 89.
12
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U.S. FOREST SERVICE TAHOE NATIONAL FOREST L AND AND RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT PL AN

This plan provides guidance for the management of the Tahoe National Forest and
was formulated to address public issues and management concerns related to the
Tahoe National Forest. This plan was written by USFS and was last updated in 1990.

NORTH L AKE TAHOE RESORT ASSOCIATION 2015 TOURISM MASTER PL AN

This master plan defnes a long-term vision for tourism, infrastructure and economic
vitality in the North Tahoe communities, including the concept for connectivity
of the communities through the Resort Triangle idea. This plan fnds that the
limited transit services, poor signage, and sporadic pedestrian and bicycle facilities
in the area “substantially degrade” the visitor experience to North Lake Tahoe.
Recommendations include support for non-motorized connections of communities
and bikeable/walkable infrastructure improvements.

B.

L AND USE AND OWNERSHIP

Urban development within the Truckee River corridor is not extensive. Most
development is limited to the urbanized area of Tahoe City, as well as light-industrial
and commercial development along the river to River Ranch and again across the
Placer-Nevada County line in Truckee. Private residential development, consisting of
a mixture of seasonal and permanent residences, is patchy along the middle section
of the corridor with the most developed residential tracts near Squaw Valley Road.
The land use within the Plan Area consists of public land administered by the USFS
Tahoe National Forest; the Caltrans right-of-way (ROW) associated with SR 89;
and private residential property. Many of the private subdivision parcels date to the
1940’s when land held by the Lake Tahoe Railway and Transportation Company
(LTR&T) was transferred to utilities and/or subsequently subdivided and sold. There
are numerous utilities, federal water access, and public easements within the Plan
Area along the river.
USFS lands provide an important part of recreational access in the corridor, which
includes three campgrounds: Silver Creek, Goose Meadow, and Granite Flat. River
access, hiking, mountain biking and equestrian trails are accessed through public
federal land within the Plan Area. Logging has greatly declined from its historical role
as a major employer in the area, and today tourism and recreation are the region’s
chief industry.
Land ownership on specifc parcels is shown on the trail enlargement maps in
Section 4, Recreational Access Opportunities.

PRIVATE PROPERTY

There are approximately 140 private parcels to the east of SR 89 within the Plan
Area. They tend to be clustered in groups: in some segments they are located
between SR 89 and the Truckee River; in other locations, residences are located on
the east side of the river, or located both between the road and the river, and the
east side of the river. As explained in more detail in Section 4, proposed recreational
facilities, including all the trail alternative alignments, will be located outside private
property.

USFS CAMPGROUNDS

There are three USFS campgrounds in the Truckee River corridor: Silver Creek,
Goose Meadow and Granite Flat. The campgrounds are open May 15 to September
15 and offer a variety of amenities. A summary of the campgrounds is shown in
Figure 6.
Campground

# of Sites

Accommodate large
RV’s

# of Walk-In
Tent Sites

Vault
Toilets

Potable
Water

Silver Creek

19

No - small trailer
sites only

7

Yes

Yes

Goose Meadow

25

Yes

0

Yes

Yes

Granite Flat

74

Yes

7

Yes

Yes

Figure 6 - USFS Campgrounds Summary

BRIDGE ISSUES AND RIVER ACCESS

There are a number of existing bridges that connect various private parcels or
groups of private parcels on the east bank of the Truckee River to SR 89. Most of
the bridges are privately maintained structures partially within public easements.
Bridges are numbered from south to north, starting with Bridge 2 just north of
Squaw Valley Road to Bridge 11, just north of Goose Meadows Campground. Some
are gated, many are in poor condition, and have limited clearance above the river.
Public access to federal land is discouraged by private property owners across the
bridges, creating trespass conficts. Bridges 5, 8 and 11 are partially within public
easements. Placer County does not maintain the bridges.
Public access to the east side of the Truckee River is severely limited. In the
northern half of the Plan Area there are no existing bridges to access federal USFS
land. Recreational access is gained from either Truckee or Tahoe City. There are
existing public access points to the Truckee River within the Plan Area; these
locations are not identifed or marked.

EXISTING TRAIL NET WORK, INFORMAL TRAIL CREATION AND
CONNECTION/ACCESS ISSUES

Hiking, biking, and equestrian trails traverse the adjacent parcels east of the Truckee
River corridor. Trails along the ridgetop to the east (Sawtooth Ridge) are generally
accessed either from the Town of Truckee or Tahoe City. Trails adjacent to the plan
area are the Sawtooth Trail, Western States Trail, Tahoe Rim Trail, Deer Creek Trail
and the new Big Chief Trail completed in 2018. Along the west side of SR 89 there
are a number of user-created trails along Jackass Road, primarily used by mountain
bikers. Trail users for these trails generally park along the shoulder on the west side
of SR 89. The Forest Service is looking at options to adopt and upgrade these trails
and create a better connected, non-motorized trail system along the west side of
SR 89. To the south of the Plan Area, the Truckee River Trail is a paved, multi-use
trail from Tahoe City to Squaw Valley Road. A well-developed trailhead is located at
Squaw Valley Park with parking, restrooms and water. There are several small trails
along the river adjoining the campgrounds. These are primarily used for fshing and
river access.
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3. PLAN AREA CONDITIONS
UNFORMALIZED ROW/SHOULDER PARKING EROSION AND BACKCOUNTRY
ACCESS

Unformalized parking along both sides of SR 89 occurs throughout the corridor
within and outside of the Caltrans ROW. This parking is predominately backcountry
access during all seasons by trail users, winter sports activists, and for river access.
Climbers access Big Chief rock area primarily from Tahoe City.

BACKCOUNTRY SKIING

Two major winter backcountry trailheads are within the Plan Area – Pole Creek and
Cabin Creek. The Pole Creek trailhead is on SR 89, 2.3 miles north of Squaw Valley
Road on the west side of the road. Parking is not formalized or paved, however,
Caltrans plows spaces on an informal basis due to the popularity of the trailhead.
The Pole Creek trailhead provides recreational backcountry winter access. The Sierra
Club’s popular Bradley Hut is located 4 miles west of this trailhead in the upper Pole
Creek drainage. Cars are parked overnight.
The Cabin Creek trailhead is accessed via a Cabin Creek Road, a paved countymaintained road, 5.2 miles north of Squaw Valley Road. It provides access for crosscountry skiers, snowshoers, and snowmobiles. Like Pole Creek, this is a USFS
backcountry area and there are no groomed trails or other services.
The east side of the Truckee River is generally not accessible to the public for winter
recreation.

C.

BIOLOGICAL CONDITIONS

The Truckee River corridor is a unique resource in the Sierra Nevada that provides
important biological functions and habitat for many botanical as well as aquatic and
terrestrial wildlife species. As the only outlet from Lake Tahoe, the Truckee River
fows 105 miles to Pyramid Lake in Nevada. Native biota such as fsh, invertebrates,
amphibians and riparian plants have adapted to the Truckee River’s variable fow
regime dominated by spring snowmelt peaks that typically occur in May and low
fows that occur in the fall.
Biological conditions in the Plan Area include federal or state listed species and
associated habitat, invasive species, snags, old growth trees and other sensitive
resources. Environmental conditions include wetlands and other Waters of the
United States (WOUS), foodplains, rock outcrops, areas subject to landslide and
avalanche and hazardous waste.

TRUCKEE RIVER CORRIDOR HABITATS

Riparian habitat along the Truckee River within the Plan Area is generally narrow
and intermittent, due to constraints along the corridor including SR 89, private
property and steep slopes of the surrounding mountains. Native aquatic organisms
and riparian plant species of the Truckee River have been and are exposed to fow
regimes that fuctuate seasonally and annually. In the Truckee River, this natural
variation ranges on a relatively regular basis between heavy snowmelt events and
drought cycles. Both the fow needs for sustaining fsheries and other aquatic life,
and the amount, timing, and variability of fow are important in relation to overall
ecosystem function. Streamfow patterns in the Plan Area are highly altered and

are generally dictated by water releases at the Lake Tahoe Dam in Tahoe City to meet
scheduled downstream demands, in accordance with the Truckee River Operating
Agreement.
Riparian habitats are among the most productive and species-rich areas in the Sierra
Nevada bioregion. Riparian vegetation provides habitat for aquatic and terrestrial
organisms such as aquatic insects, insectivorous birds, aquatic reptiles, waterfowl,
amphibians and mammals. These areas function as breeding habitat, as well as
important stopover areas during spring and fall migration. Riparian corridors provide
migration channels between winter and summer habitats, as well as allow non-migrant
wildlife to move within their home ranges for food, cover, and reproduction (Stantec
2016).
The riparian and wetland habitat communities also provide important ecosystem
functions including groundwater recharge, moderation of peak fows, forage production
for wildlife, and habitat functions for many vertebrate and invertebrate species. These
communities are considered sensitive by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW), tracked in the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), and may be
subject to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) jurisdiction under the Clean Water
Act.
Habitat types that occur in the Plan Area according to the California Wildlife Habitat
Relationship (CWHR) database include east side pine, Jeffrey pine, lodgepole pine,
montane chaparral, montane hardwood-conifer, sagebrush, Sierran mixed conifer, white
fr, barren, and urban (CWHR 2014). Each habitat type is suitable for various plant and
wildlife species and some species use them for all stages of their life cycle.
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SPECIAL-STATUS PL ANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES

Special-status species are defned as plant and animal taxa that are legally protected or are otherwise considered sensitive by
federal, state, or local resource conservation agencies and organizations. Special-status species include botanical species (plants,
lichen and fungi) and animals that are listed or proposed for listing as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species
Act (ESA) or California Endangered Species Act (CESA); listed as fully protected or as a species of special concern, or are
considered rare, threatened or endangered by CDFW; designated as sensitive by the USFS Regional Forester; or are considered
a locally signifcant species. Based on a desktop analysis of the CNDDB and California Native Plant Society Inventory of Rare
and Endangered Plants database, the USFS sensitive-species list, an evaluation of the species presented in the Truckee River
Access Trail Project Environmental Constraints Analysis Technical Memorandum (Placer County 2016), and biological resource
feld surveys, a total of 23 special-status plant species shown in Figure 7 are known or have the potential to occur within the
Plan Area.
Additionally, a total of 20 special-status wildlife species listed in the CNDDB, on the USFS sensitive-species list, and evaluated
during biological resource feld surveys are known to have the potential to occur within the Plan Area (Figure 8). Nesting raptors,
migratory birds and migratory mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) are also known or have the potential to occur in the Plan Area.

Scientifc Name

Common Name

Birds
Accipiter gentilis

northern goshawk

Empidonax traillii adastus

willow fycatcher

Haliaeetus leucocephalus

bald eagle

Setophaga petechia

yellow warbler

Strix occidentalis

spotted owl

Scientifc Name

Common Name

Agrostis humilis

mountain bentgrass

Arabis rigidissima var. demota

Galena Creek rockcress

Artemisia tripartite ssp. tripartita

threetip sagebrush

Astragalus whitneyi var. lenophyllus

woolly-leaved milk vetch

Botrychium ascendens

upswept moonwort

Mammals

Botrychium crenulatum

scalloped moonwort

Antrozous pallidus

pallid bat

Botrychium lunaria

common moonwort

Aplodontia rufa californica

Sierra Nevada mountain beaver

Botrychium minganense

Mingan moonwort

Corynorhinus townsendii

Townsend’s big-eared bat

Botrychium montanum

western goblin

Bruchia bolanderi

Bolander’s bruchia

Erethizon dorsatum

North American porcupine

Carex davyi

Davy’s sedge

Gulo gulo luscus

North American wolverine

Erigeron eatonii var. nevadincola

Nevada daisy

Lepus americanus tahoensis

Sierra Nevada snowshoe hare

Erigonum umbellatum var. torreyanum

Donner Pass buckwheat

Martes caurina

Pacifc marten

Glyceria grandis

American manna grass

Myotis thysanodes

fringed myotis

Hackelia amethystina

amethyst seed

Fish

Ivesia sericoleuca

Plumas ivesia

Oncorhynchus clarkia henshawi

Juncus luciensis

Santa Lucia dwarf rush

Invertebrates

Nardia hiroshii

Hiroshi’s fapwort

Potamogeton epihydrus

Nuttall’s ribbonleaved pondweed

Rhamnus alnifolia

alder buckthorn

Scutellaria galericulata

marsh skullcap

Sphaeralcea munroana
Stuckenia fliformis

Amphibians
Rana sierrae

Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog

Lahontan cutthroat trout

Anodonta californiensis

California foater

Bombus occidentalis

western bumble bee

Helisoma newberryi newberryi

Great Basin rams-horn

Munro’s desert mallow

Juga nigrina

black juga

slender-leaved pondweed

Margaritifera falcata

western pearlshell

Figure 7 - Special-status plant species likely to be found in the Plan Area

Figure 8 - Special-status wildlife species known or with potential to occur in
the Plan Area
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FISH SPECIES IN THE TRUCKEE RIVER

The general abundance of the native fsh community in the Truckee River has
declined considerably, likely due to extensive logging, water diversions, intense
grazing, commercial harvest, road building and the introduction of nonnative fsh.
Lahontan cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarki henshawi) is the only salmonid
native to the Truckee River. The failure of this fshery and its extirpation were likely
the result of overharvesting, habitat degradation and the introduction of nonnative
fshes. The addition of nonnative salmonid species has contributed to the decline
of most if not all cutthroat trout subspecies, including Lahontan cutthroat trout.
The most prevalent nonnative salmonids in the Truckee River are rainbow and
brown trout. Currently, the Truckee River in the Plan Area is not known to support
a population of Lahontan cutthroat trout (LCT), which is threatened under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA); however, the area is included in the USFWS
Recovery Plan (TRBRIT 2003). There is a known population of LCT in Pole Creek, a
tributary to the Truckee River within the Plan Area. Additionally, LCT were stocked/
introduced to the Truckee River at Granite Flat Campground in October 2017
(Truckee River Watershed Council [TRWC] 2018). Although there are no known
populations of LCT in the Truckee River, the USFWS considers the entire river as
potentially occupied because of recent stocking efforts, but with some segments
having lower or greater potential for occurrences.

AQUATIC MACROINVERTEBRATES

INVASIVE SPECIES

Invasive species compete with native species for important resources such as water,
light, and nutrients. Invasive species can displace native plants and wildlife and lower
the diversity of fora and fauna. An increase in erosion and degradation of water quality
is associated with invasive species (McCormick 2012).
Several plant species classifed as invasive by the California Invasive Plant Council
(Cal-IPC) and as noxious weeds by the California Department of Food and Agriculture
have potential to occur in the Plan Area. These species include cheatgrass (Bromus
tectorum), white-top (Cardaria pubescens), bull thistle (Cirsium vulgare), Klamath weed
(Hypericum perforatum), perennial pepperweed (Lepidium latifolium), water milfoil
(Myriophyllum aquaticum), ox-eye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare) and woolly mullein
(Verbascum thapsus) (Placer County 2006). The spread of invasive plant species is a
concern in the Plan Area and measures should be taken to reduce the potential spread
of these species during any ground-disturbing activities or project implementation.

BIOLOGICAL FIELD MAPPING

Environmental and Biological conditions were mapped on the west side of the
Truckee River within the Plan Area on November 22 and December 7, 2017, by Ascent
Environmental Scientist, Kelley Kelso (Figure 9). It is likely that additional opportunities
and constraints exist in the Plan Area that are not mapped because the east side of the
river was not accessible through private property.

Aquatic macroinvertebrates are common and important inhabitants of the Truckee
River. Insects species that are typically present include mayfies (Ephemeroptera),
stonefies (Plecoptera), caddisfies (Trichoptera) and true fies (Diptera). Common
non-insect invertebrates include snails, leeches, worms and scuds (Placer County
2006). In general, there are relative increases in populations of stonefies, mayfies,
caddisfies, and blackfies in colder, swifter habitats, and more dragonfies,
damselfies, beetles, bugs, midges, and mollusks in the warmer, lower-gradient
habitats. Aquatic macroinvertebrates are essential to the proper ecological function
of all types of aquatic systems. Aquatic macroinvertebrates can have an important
infuence on nutrient cycles, primary productivity, decomposition and translocation
of materials. Aquatic macroinvertebrates constitute an important source of food for
fsh and other wildlife species.
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FIGURE 9 - BIOLOGICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
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AREAS OF RIPARIAN VEGETATION

Riparian areas occur along water bodies and are distinctly different from surrounding
uplands because of unique soil and vegetation characteristics that are strongly
infuenced by the presence of water. The kinds and amounts of vegetation differ
from adjacent upland vegetation because more water is supplied to plants from
the associated watercourse or water body. Some riparian areas meet the criteria
established for wetlands. The functions of wetland and riparian areas generally
depend on confguration, soils, vegetation, hydrology and landscape context. Even
non-wetland riparian areas share many characteristics, functions, and values with
wetlands; such as surface or ground water, or both, and several varieties of plant
and animal communities.

SNAGS

A snag is a standing, dead or dying tree, often missing a top or most of the smaller
branches. Snags are suitable for cavity nesting wildlife. Bird species use snags
for nests, nurseries, storage areas, foraging, roosting, and perching. Snags are
environmental constraints within the Plan Area because their removal results in a
loss of habitat for many species. There are several large snags within the Plan Area
as shown on Figure 9 and in the photo below.

No formal wetland delineation has been performed within the Plan Area to date
that would delineate jurisdictional Waters of the United States (WOUS) by United
States Army Corps of Engineers but the areas of riparian vegetation mapped in
Figure 9 would likely be considered jurisdictional WOUS. The California State Lands
Commission has not determined any jurisdiction for the Truckee River, but will
review CEQA document compliance. Any disturbance to a WOUS or foodplain
requires an extensive permitting effort and possibly mitigation. The photo below
shows a representative area of riparian vegetation along the Truckee River within
the Plan Area.

Representative area of riparian vegetation on both sides of the Truckee River

Representative snag within the Plan Area
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OLD GROW TH TREES

Large diameter, old-growth trees as shown in the photo below often consist of
multi-layered canopies, varying tree heights and provide differing size of woody
debris that facilitates diverse wildlife habitat. Large trees can be more resilient
to drought due to greater and longer access to soil and water, deeper roots and
increased water storage capacity in trunks and large branches (USFS 2004).

D.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

The Plan Area has several existing conditions that may limit where recreational
facilities and activities can be located along the Truckee River corridor. Constraints
include the Truckee River foodplain, private property, biological and cultural
resources, steep terrain, limited room between SR 89 and the Truckee River in
some locations, and existing utilities, primarily the TTSA Truckee River Interceptor
(TRI) raw sewage pipeline.

CLIMATE

Climate along the Truckee River is characterized by mild summers and cold winters.
The average annual temperature recorded at the Truckee ranger station from 1948
to 2005 was 43 degrees Fahrenheit (°F). Highs averaged 79°F during summer and
41°F during winter months.
Other climatic characteristics along the Truckee River are prevailing westerly winds,
large temperature fuctuations, and infrequent but severe storms. Rain precipitation
measured at the Truckee ranger station averages about 31 inches annually, ranging
from 16 inches to 54 inches.
Precipitation occurs predominantly as snowfall during winter months, generally
increasing with elevation. Snowpacks in the Sierra Nevada have been observed
year-round, and snowfall has occurred as late as July. Snowfall averages 205 inches
(17 feet) but has been recorded as high as 401 inches (33.4 feet) at the ranger
station.

GEOLOGY

The crest of the Sierra Nevada forms the western boundary of the Truckee River
watershed. A signifcant portion of the watershed is above 6,000 feet. Elevations
in the Plan Area range from 5,870 feet at West River Street to 6,110 feet at Squaw
Valley Road. Tributary streams to the Truckee River within the Plan Area are mostly
characterized by steep gradients in narrow canyons.

Example stand of old growth Jeffrey pine trees within
the Plan Area
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L ANDFORMS AND SOILS

The crest of the Sierra Nevada forms the western boundary of the Truckee River
watershed. A signifcant portion of the watershed is above 6,000 feet. Elevations
in the Plan Area range from 5,870 feet at West River Street to 6,110 feet at Squaw
Valley Road. Tributary streams to the Truckee River within the Plan Area are mostly
characterized by steep gradients in narrow canyons.

L ANDFORMS AND SOILS

Fluvial terraces are common along the larger tributary watersheds and along the
length of the Truckee River. These are typically coarse-grained alluvium that may be
relatively stable depending on their landscape position relative to the Truckee River
or incised streams that may cross the terraces. Older terraces have well-developed
soils and may be sensitive to surface disturbance along edges of the terraces where
relief is greatest.
The width of the terraces varies considerably within the Plan Area from wide
enough to provide access opportunities and room for a trail to very narrow or nonexistent at some river bends, where steep side slopes extend to the river bank.
This is especially true on the east bank of the river, where steep treed and rocky
slopes descend from Sawtooth Ridge and the Big and Little Chief ridges. SR 89 and
other development also has impacted the space available for recreational facilities,
including a trail. For extended lengths within the Plan Area SR 89 is immediately
adjacent to the river with minimal opportunity to place a trail between the road and
the river.

Steep rocky slope on east side of Truckee River

Soils found within the Plan Area have been mapped and classifed by the United
States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service. Soil Survey, Tahoe National
Forest Area, California. (PDF Version 2.0, January 2002). The soils in the Truckee
River Basin include nearly level soils of valley foors to very steep soils of highelevation mountainsides. The soils are generally excessively drained to moderately
well drained. Soils at elevations ranging from approximately 4,800 to 6,500 feet
are formed primarily from weathered volcanic, rhyolitic and granitic rock and alluvial
deposits.
Principal soil orders found in the region are Alfsols and Inceptisols. Common
suborders are Umbrepts and Xeralfs. Many of the soils are of groups indicating
aridic, ultic and xeric climatic regimes. Some of the soil series and types refect
minimal soil development (entic soils). Aridic soils are dry, alkaline mineral soils
containing small amounts of organic materials and light-colored surface layers
formed mostly in semiarid to arid environments. Ultic soils in the Truckee River
corridor have developed primarily under forest vegetation. These are weakly
developed soils typically formed from alluvial material and occur with intermixed
gravel and boulders.

EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION

Portions of the Truckee River watershed are highly erosive and contribute to
turbidity and sedimentation of the Truckee River in the Plan Area. More than half
of the watershed has “moderate” to “very high” erosion potential based on slope.

Steep slope between SR 89 and Truckee River
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More than 23% of the watershed is in the “high to very high” category, which is
defned as slope greater than 15% (California watershed assessment 1997, cited in
Truckee River Watershed Council 2002).
The Squaw Creek watershed is the tributary with the highest annual suspended
sediment load in the Plan Area. This is believed to be caused by rapid urbanization
and ski area development (i.e. Squaw Valley) (US Department of the Interior and
State of California 2004). Other land uses that may contribute to erosion and
sedimentation in the Plan Area are access points, roads and trails associated with
transportation and recreation as well as dispersed forest recreation (Lahontan
Regional Water Quality Control Board 2002). Controlling sedimentation may provide
opportunities to coordinate recommended actions from this plan.

TRUCKEE RIVER FLOWS AND FLOODPL AIN

The Truckee River originates high in the Sierra Nevada above Lake Tahoe, drains
initially into Lake Tahoe, fows out of Lake Tahoe through the Plan Area, and
terminates in Pyramid Lake, Nevada. The Truckee River watershed is a terminal (i.e.,
closed) system.
The Lake Tahoe Dam in Tahoe City controls the lake level by regulating the amount
of water released into the Truckee River. In addition to releases from Lake Tahoe,
several tributaries including Squaw Creek, Silver Creek, Deer Creek, Pole Creek,
Deep Creek, Rocky Wash, Brush Creek, and Spring Cabin Creek feed the Truckee
River and affect fows in the Plan Area.

Truckee River and foodplain at Granite Flat Campground

The natural hydrology of the Truckee River is dominated by spring-snowmelt-runoff
peaks of low to moderate magnitude that typically occur from April to July as the
snowpack in the Sierra Nevada melts. Intense rain and rain-on-snow events can
also produce occasional high-magnitude, short-duration peaks at various times
throughout the year. Truckee river runoff is normally highest during April, May and
June and lowest during August, September and October.
Flows in the Truckee River have differed dramatically over time, including both
extreme lows and highs. Since 1944 the highest recorded annual peak fow at
Truckee was 11,900 cfs (cubic feet per second) in 1997, and the lowest was 11 cfs
in 2015. (USGS streamfow data).
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has established a regulatory
100-year foodplain and foodway for the Truckee River within the Plan Area most
recently updated in Placer County, effective November 2018. FEMA prohibits
development within the foodway and any development within the foodplain that
will raise the base food elevation (BFE) more than one foot. The California Regional
Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region (Lahontan) regulates development
within the 100-year foodplain. Wherever possible, recreational amenities should
be located outside the 100-year foodplain. Bridge crossings of the river should be
designed to minimize impacts of abutments and piers and show no impact to fows
or sensitive species.
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ROCK OUTCROPS

Rock outcrops are environmental constraints due to their unique and relatively
permanent nature. Rock outcrops provide habitat for many species due to the many
microclimates that they support. Projects within the Plan Area should be designed
to avoid rock outcrops. An example rock outcrop in the Plan Area is shown in the
photo to the right and mapped on Figure 9.

L ANDSLIDES AND AVAL ANCHES

The steep topography, mountain climate, geomorphic processes, and vegetation
cover conditions in the Truckee River Corridor contributes to the potential for
landslides and avalanches. A landslide is a geological process of ground movement
down a slope. Snow avalanches are a natural phenomenon resulting from the
interaction of site-specifc terrain, weather, and snowpack conditions. In the 1980’s,
Placer County commissioned studies of avalanche hazard zones and produced maps
delineating avalanche hazard areas. The Plan will need to consider landslide and
avalanche during its implementation. There may be avalanche and landslide zones in
the Plan Area corridor which will be identifed during project design.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Aerially-deposited lead can occur adjacent to roads from motor vehicle exhaust
in the surface and near surface soils. Some of the proposed improvements
associated with the Plan are proposed in the SR 89 ROW and could be impacted
by lead. Caltrans performed an aerially deposited lead study in 2010 with three
sampling locations in the Plan Area. Two of the samples contained enough lead
to be considered hazardous waste to a depth of two feet (GEOCON 2010). Lead
impacted soil should be either managed and disposed of as a California hazardous
waste or stockpiled and resampled to confrm waste classifcation in accordance
with specifc disposal facility acceptance criteria.

Representative rock outcrop in the Plan Area

SR 89 DRAINAGE

SR 89 runs the entire length of the Plan Area on the west side of the Truckee River.
Since the river meanders, in some locations the road is located several hundred feet
from the river and in other locations the road is immediately adjacent to the river.
Stormwater runoff from SR 89 fows into the river through drainage conveyance
improvements including culverts, drainage inlets and rock-lined trenches. In some
sections there is adequate distance between the road and the river to provide
infltration of runoff before it enters the river, and in other sections there is not. The
scope of the Plan does not include addressing drainage from SR 89. However,
where improvements are proposed within Caltrans ROW, such as a formalized
parking node or a multi-use trail, there may be opportunities to improve runoff
treatment. These opportunities are severely limited in many sections of the corridor
because of the proximity of the road to the river.

Steep areas along the Plan Area may be subject to landslide and avalanche
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E.

CULTURAL CONDITIONS

The cultural resources documented within the Plan Area are the result of human behaviors within, and adaptations to, the
natural environment. To better understand how these sites, features, and artifacts relate to the social and economic foundations
of the present day, a cultural context must be established. The following section briefy discusses and summarizes cultural
developments through the prehistoric, ethnographic and historic past. More detailed information is provided for several elements
of local history—transportation, logging and Basque sheep herding—because of the prominent role these developments played
in the local economy and the evidence of these practices within and in the vicinity of the Plan Area.

PREHISTORY

Archaeological research in the Sierra Nevada since the 1950’s has resulted in the accumulation of a substantial body of
knowledge regarding early Native American habitation in the Sierra Nevada. Investigations began in the 1950’s and focused on
the examination of prehistoric sites throughout the Lake Tahoe vicinity, including the lake shoreline, and the high Sierran crest
east of the lake. This research led to the designation of two chronologically and spatially distinct archaeological manifestations.
The Martis Complex, archaeologically defned by the characteristic heavy use of basalt for tools, was believed to date to the
period from 2,000 to 4,000 years ago. The subsequent Kings Beach Complex was associated with bow-and arrow technology,
as well as a greater use of obsidian and silicate materials. Technological developments oriented toward the extensive use of
local fsheries and piñon nuts were also apparent. Work in the region since the 1970’s has led to important modifcations to the
earlier sequence of archaeological developments. Cultural studies revealed the presence of several pre-Martis manifestations
termed the Tahoe Reach and Spooner phases, and the division of the Martis and Kings Beach complexes into additional phases
(Placer County 2006).

ETHNOHISTORY

The Truckee River falls within territory commonly attributed to the ethnographic Washoe. The Washoe occupied the area
surrounding the upper reaches of the Truckee and Carson Rivers, with Lake Tahoe constituting the center of their traditional
territory. The Washoe were the westernmost of the Great Basin hunting and gathering societies, although their use of Lake
Tahoe and the high Sierra led to a number of important distinctions in their way of life. Linguistic evidence suggests that “…the
Washoe people have had a long tenure in their known area of historic occupation and that their presence predates the arrival of
the Numic-speaking neighbors” (D’Azevedo 1986). Euroamerican infuence on the Washoe may have begun indirectly by the
early 1800’s, when Spanish missionaries exploring California’s Central Valley established relationships with groups that likely
had some contact with the Washoe. Also, early trappers and explorers traversing the Lake Tahoe region undoubtedly had an
impact on the native populations. After the discovery of gold in the foothills in 1848, the natural and cultural environment of the
Sierra Nevada was irrevocably changed. As would be miners and settlers streamed into California along the trails and passes
through the mountains, the Washoe were quickly displaced, and their lifeways signifcantly altered. The Washoe lived relatively
peacefully alongside Euroamerican immigrants who settled in their territory, but “were often blamed for depredations instigated
by both Northern Paiute and White brigands” (D’Azevedo 1986). Gradually, the Washoe saw their traditional territory claimed
by European and American settlers. Political appeals and requests for government protections went largely unanswered, and by
the early 20th century the Washoe were heavily marginalized. Most people lived “...a precarious existence in scattered camps
on the outskirts of towns or in more isolated sections” (D’Azevedo 1986). Today, the federally recognized Washoe Tribe of
Nevada and California is reinvesting in its community and constitutes an active, independent and thriving culture. The Washoe
are ensuring their future as a distinct people through a renewed pursuit of traditional practices and beliefs, and participation in
educational, economic, and political activities.
The Plan Area also overlays with the United Auburn Indian Community, Maidu/Miwok Tribe and Auburn Rancheria. The United
Auburn Indian Tribe began when the Department of Interior documented the existence of a separate, cohesive band of Maidu
and Miwok Indians, occupying a village on the outskirts of the City of Auburn. The historic Auburn Rancheria is located in
Auburn, California. The Maidu people’s homeland extends roughly from the southern Cascade Mountain Range to the Crest of
the Sierra Nevada and west to the Sacramento River. The southern Maidu are also known as Nisenan. There was no Nisenan
Tribe but rather small independent self-suffcient sovereign tribes (Native American History 2018). The Miwok mostly lived in

Dat-So-Lat-Lee with examples of her basketry —
Photo Courtesy The Saga of Lake Tahoe, E.B. Scott

Typical Washoe summer lodge — Photo
Courtesy Lake Tahoe Historical Society
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the in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada and up into the Mountains, like the Maidu,
the Miwok considered themselves to belong to small groups of villages led by a
headman (Social Studies 2018).
AB 52 Consultation with Native American Tribes was completed for the Plan in
June of 2018. Tribes that were consulted include United Auburn Indian Community,
Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians, Ione Band of Miwok Indians, Wilton
Rancheria, Washoe Tribe and Auburn Rancheria. No tribes responded to the
consultation letters.

and support lines, passenger traffc continued to decrease, and the entire line was
abandoned in November 1943. The original LTR&T line was dismantled for scrap metal
during World War II (Placer County 2006). Portions of the original grade remain, used
for utility, fshing, and hiking access. Some portions are now within private parcels. The
USFS campground at Goose Meadows has the largest intact section of the original
LTR&T grade.

HISTORY
Historic-era developments in the Truckee River area have been dominated by
three major endeavors since the middle of the 19th century: transportation, timber
harvesting, and ranching and sheep herding. Specifcally, the establishment of trails,
roadways and railroads had the most signifcant impact on the landscape, providing
easy access to the region and providing for the rise of industry and towns. Although
some mining occurred in the area during the 1800’s, local operations were shortlived and had little lasting impact on the social, cultural and economic foundations
of the region. The timber industry, on the other hand, was the real fnancial and
industrial power in the Lake Tahoe and Truckee River basins and greatly infuenced
economic developments throughout much of the 20th century. Finally, ranching, and
most notably sheep herding carried out by people of Basque descent, also played a
major role in forming the overall cultural character of the region.
EARLY TRANSPORTATION
Emigrant trails such as the California Trail or the Donner Pass Emigrant Road and the
more established roadways that eventually followed them were important elements
in the historical development of transportation infrastructure along the Truckee
River. However, it was rail travel that proved to be the most infuential in shaping
the physical and cultural landscape of the Truckee and its surroundings. Although
not the frst rail line established in the Tahoe region, the Lake Tahoe Railway and
Transportation (LTR&T) Company line from the Southern Pacifc junction in Truckee
to the north shore of Lake Tahoe commenced operations in 1899. The company had
only been incorporated a year before, but the establishment of the rail service was
expedited by an 1879 survey and the reuse of lake vessels, wharves, and a machine
shop formerly belonging to the Truckee Lumber Company. Unlike previously
established railroads in the region, the LTR&T was built solely as a passenger and
tourist line, although some freight (usually timber and milled lumber) was carried
as well. At Tahoe City, the narrow-gauge LTR&T line extended onto a long wharf
where passengers could board a steamer for trips to the various resorts that lined
the Lake Tahoe shoreline. During the ensuing years, various spurs and branch lines
were constructed to service the Truckee Lumber Company, which began cutting
timber in the area in 1903 and then in Squaw Valley in 1909. Passenger business
on the LTR&T was brisk, and by 1915 four round trips per day were scheduled
between Truckee and Lake Tahoe. However, with the advent of improved highways
in the region, rail passenger travel began to diminish. In 1925 the Southern Pacifc
leased the LTR&T lines and widened them to accommodate standard-gauge trains.
Despite an aggressive marketing campaign and the construction of new facilities
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Town of Truckee, winter 1936-1940 — Special Collections Department, University
of Nevada, Reno Library

Lake Tahoe Railway and Transportation Company brought passengers from
Truckee to Tahoe City along the Truckee River corridor from 1899 to 1943 —
Special Collections Department, University of Nevada, Reno Library
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LOGGING
Large-scale logging was frst initiated in the Tahoe area after the discovery of silver at the Comstock Lode in 1859. When
production began to decline in the mines in 1867, the local lumbering business also began to suffer. However, a new market for
lumber was found in association with the construction of the Transcontinental Railroad. As the rails reached Donner Summit in
1866–1867, a number of mills established operations in the Tahoe area to supply the railroad with cordwood for fuel, lumber for
construction, and ties for rail beds. By the turn of the 19th century, timber tracts in the Tahoe area were largely stripped of pine,
but fr and other species remained; fr had been largely ignored during the earlier harvesting, as it was considered unsuitable
to produce ties and timbers. With the introduction of paper mills, stands were reentered to harvest fr for use as pulpwood
to produce paper. The greater “digestibility” of fr species (over pine) now made them the targets of harvest. Also, growing
communities in the region created a demand that was supported by localized sawmills and shingle mills, sawing pine and cedar,
respectively. In many cases, once-temporary camps centered around timber stands or mills became more established and grew
into many of the towns existing in the Tahoe and Truckee River basins today.
BASQUE SHEEP HERDING
A history of Basque culture in the region is provided below (Placer County 2006). The Basque country or Euskal Herria, “the
land of the speakers of Basque,” is a region in the Pyrenees Mountains on the Spanish- French border. Although some people
of Basque descent arrived in what would become Mexico, New Mexico, and California as early as 1598, the frst large group
of Basque immigrants arrived in America in 1848–1849, lured by the hopes of striking it rich in the California gold felds. Like
many other would-be miners, the Basques soon became disillusioned with mining and returned to more traditional pursuits. The
historic Basque infuence can still be seen in the Sierra Nevada today, and one of the most tangible reminders of their presence
can be found in the prolifc intricate tree carvings found in aspen groves in the Truckee River basin and throughout the region.
CULTURAL RESOURCES DOCUMENTED WITHIN THE PL AN AREA
The Plan Area is situated entirely within two U.S. Geological Survey topographic maps: the Truckee and Tahoe City quadrangles.
The North Central Information Center (NCIC) records search disclosed that 70 cultural resource studies have been completed
within a ¼-mile search radius of the Plan Area. Note that some of these prior archaeological studies may be old and out of date,
incorporating archaeological methods that do not meet current professional standards. Prior to improvements being designed,
specifc cultural areas may need to be feld checked and archaeological reports and site records may require updating. These
cultural resource areas comprise prehistoric lithic scatters and bedrock milling features, historic roads, trails, fences, mine
tailings, refuse scatters and isolated artifacts, along with several discontinuous segments of the LTR&T railroad grade (Stantec
2016).
The total number of known cultural resources recorded within and adjacent to the Plan Area is likely infated due to multiple
recordings of the same resource, multiple recordings of different parts of the same resource, and/or cultural resource
numbering inconsistencies. It is not possible to reach an accurate count until individual site records are reviewed and cultural
resource concordance tables are developed and/or updated. Site locales would require feld re-visits to assess their current
condition and/or whether the resources still exist. Existing site records may also require updating to refect current condition.
Cultural assessment would be required in subsequent CEQA and NEPA project documentation.

F.

OTHER CONDITIONS

EXISTING UTILITIES
T TSA TRUCKEE RIVER INTERCEPTOR PIPELINE
Due to Lahontan RWQCB Basin Plan discharge restrictions in Lake Tahoe, all raw sewage waste from North Tahoe is removed
via a gravity sewer line to a wastewater reclamation facility east of Truckee. TTSA manages this sewer export pipeline called the
Truckee River Interceptor (TRI). TTSA has an easement for the pipeline that closely follows the Truckee River and/or the former
LTR&T railroad alignment and crosses beneath the river twice. The TRI conveys an average of 5 million gallons per day (gpd)

Lake Tahoe Railway and Transportation Company railroad through the
Truckee River Canyon – Scott 1973
with peak fows exceeding 20 million gpd. The majority of the line was constructed
in the 1970’s and has not be updated. The line does not have a high pipe wallthickness factor of safety and has minimal soil cover in a number of locations. For
these reasons, TTSA will not allow heavy equipment over the pipeline without
adequate protection measures due to the potential for a pipeline break. TTSA also
requires continuous access to the line in case of an emergency.
OVERHEAD POWER
There is an overhead powerline and associated easement that runs the length of the
corridor on the east side of the Truckee River.
UNDERGROUND PHONE
An AT&T underground phone line runs along part of the corridor, the exact location
is unknown.
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4. RECREATIONAL ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES
MAPPING OF E XISTING CONDITIONS
Existing conditions of the project area were mapped using Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) to identify potential constraints and opportunities and then verifed
by feld work. The following existing documentation and resources were used to
produce the existing conditions mapping.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

USGS NED n40w121 1/3 arc-second 2013 1 x 1-degree ArcGrid
Aerial imagery, as available through ESRI and Google Earth
USGS National Hydrography Dataset (NHD)
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Web Soil Survey (USDA 2003)
Cultural resource surveys conducted by Stantec in 2016
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Department of Transportation
Utility Mainline provided by the Town of Truckee
Truckee River Legacy Trail Alignments by Placer County
Placer County FEMA 100-year Flood Plain

RECREATION ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE PL AN AREA INCLUDE :

Based on assessing existing conditions and the solicitation comments received
through the public workshop and survey, recreation access opportunities were
identifed. These opportunities are consistent with the Plan objectives. Recreation
access opportunities are mapped on Sheets 1 - 14 (pg. 32) and summarized in the
next sections.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A.

Fishing access on the Truckee River
Non-motorized boating/rafting access to the Truckee River
Connecting campgrounds to the river and trails
Parking for river and trail access, summer and winter
Access to backcountry trails in the forests on both sides of the river
Paved multi-use trail connecting Squaw Valley Road to Truckee
Access to rock climbing areas at Big Chief
Wayfnding and signage
Provide restrooms for day users
Picnic areas, sightseeing and rest areas

the Town of Truckee’s anticipated (2021) Legacy Trail Phase IV (at West River Street)
south to the intersection of Squaw Valley Road would provide the missing link in the
interconnected 62-mile Resort Triangle trail system between Kings Beach – Tahoe City
– Truckee.
The Truckee River Recreational Access Trail design and subsequent construction will
further the identifed transportation goals in the 2015 Tourism Master Plan by providing
an interconnected trail system between communities. A trail system, and the ancillary
benefts of providing recreational access to fshing, hiking, mountain biking, and
kayaking along the Truckee River further the priorities identifed through the public
process. A trail is an investment in facilities to further visitor and resident enjoyment
of outdoor recreation, as well as providing an alternative transportation option for the
region.
Preliminary options for a multi-use paved trail alignment are shown on Sheets 1 - 14.
The alignment will avoid private property entirely and will be constructed on public
parcels and within the Caltrans Right-of-Way (ROW). Connectivity with existing
unpaved dirt trails to resolve public land user-private property conficts and current
active locations where the Truckee River is accessed, were considered in the alignment.
Connectivity to each of the three USFS campgrounds (Granite Flat, Goose Meadows,
and Silver Creek) is anticipated via pedestrian bridges.
Where the trail is proposed within the Caltrans ROW on SR 89, Class I-design
specifcations will stipulate a (5-foot minimum) separated route of travel from the
highway with attention to physical safety barriers and cross traffc private driveway
concerns. Elsewhere, the Truckee River Recreational Access Trail will be designed for
maximum accessibility in accordance with the design criteria for bike trails outlined
in the AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities (2012). Some minor
portions of the trail may not meet the AASHTO guidelines on very steep, heavily treed
or constrained sections.

MULTI-USE PAVED TRAIL

The development of a multi-use paved trail from the Town of Truckee to Squaw
Valley Road is essential in directly linking recreational opportunities on public land
within the Truckee River corridor. Additionally, a non-motorized trail connection
will offer an alternative to automobile transportation between North Lake Tahoe
communities, USFS campgrounds and the Town of Truckee for residents and
visitors. An 8-mile paved, multi-use trail section commencing at the terminus of
Typical Paved Trail
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4. RECREATIONAL ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES
TRAIL WIDTH

Upon completion the Truckee River Recreational Access Trail is expected to have
heavy use. A minimum width of 10 feet where terrain allows, with 2-foot unpaved
shoulders on either side is anticipated. Some portions of the trail may have a greater
width, and some portions in very constrained areas may have a width reduced to 8
feet.

TRAIL SURFACE

The trail will be constructed with an asphalt concrete pavement surface on
compacted aggregate base. The exact thickness of asphalt and base will be
determined during fnal design. Additional surfaces may include wooden, concrete
or steel decking over the river or over sensitive wetland areas.

GRADES

In general, the maximum longitudinal grade on the trail will be limited to 5%. In
areas of steep slopes where this is not possible, grades may be increased to 8.33%
for a maximum of 200 feet or 10% for a maximum of 30 feet. Resting areas and/
or pull outs will be provided on steeper sections of trail. Short vertical curves will be
provided where grade changes exceed 3%.
Safety barriers and edge protection will be provided in areas of steep side slopes in
excess of 30 inches in height on the downhill side of the trail in accordance with the
AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities.

Town of Truckee Directional Sign

SIGNS

Signs will be provided to alert users to trail conditions, such as steep grades or
sharp curves. Directional signage will be included during fnal design of the trail and
will be consistent with way fnding signage on the trail system.

BRIDGES

Bridges will be required where the trail crosses the Truckee River, for access to
USFS campgrounds, and at signifcant side drainages or creeks. Some of the
bridges will be rated for pedestrian and bicycle use only, while at least one bridge
will be designed to carry a USFS wildland fre truck. Heavy vehicle capacity will
be necessary at certain key construction access points and for emergency vehicle
(fre fghting and ambulance) access. The exact locations of the heavy vehicle-rated
bridges will be determined in consultation with the USFS. On previous trail projects
in the Truckee and Lake Tahoe area prefabricated Pratt truss bridges have been
used for longer spans and simple girder bridges used for shorter spans; however,
the exact type and location of bridges will be determined during fnal design.

Pratt truss bridge over Trout Creek, Truckee
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4. RECREATIONAL ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES
ALTERNATIVE TRAIL ALIGNMENTS

The Plan maps (Sheets 1 to 14) show several Alternative Primary Trail alignments
because a number of constraints need further evaluation and analysis to determine
the fnal trail alignment. These constraints include determining the exact location
and depth of the TTSA TRI pipeline, rock outcrops, food plain, riparian areas and
steep slopes.
As mentioned in Section 3.F, the TRI pipeline has little cover in some locations and
does not have a high pipe wall factor of safety. For these reasons, TTSA will not
allow heavy equipment over the pipeline without adequate protection measures
due to the potential for a pipeline break. In several segments the pipeline is located
along sections of the former LTR&T railroad grade which is unfortunate because
this would be an ideal alignment for a multi-purpose trail. North of Goose Meadows
Campground the pipeline is located on the steep slope between the shoulder of
SR 89 and the Truckee River. It may be possible to place the trail over the pipeline
if construction can be accomplished without compromising pipeline integrity;
however, additional engineering analysis during detailed design will be required to
determine if this is feasible.
An additional alignment option was developed west of SR 89, between Goose
Meadows and Silver Creek Campgrounds. This option offers an alternative
alignment that would include a grade-separated crossing across SR 89 at Deep
Creek and at Pole Creek, and may offer connectivity to recreational backcountry
skiing. This additional alignment option has not been analyzed with the same level
of preliminary engineering as other alignment options, but will be evaluated for
technical feasibility and considered in the environmental analysis.
If the trail cannot be constructed over, or in close proximity to the TRI pipeline, the
trail can be constructed on the east side of the Truckee River and traverse steep
slopes above private lots from Brush Creek south to Goose Meadows Campground.
The steep banks between SR 89 and the Truckee River present engineering
challenges.

TTSA sewer alignment on old LTR&T railroad grade

Because of these uncertainties, alternative trail alignments have been shown in
several sections of the corridor. The fnal alignment will be determined based on
additional engineering and environmental analysis.
All the alignment alternatives are located on USFS land or within Caltrans ROW.
None are proposed on private property.
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4. RECREATIONAL ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES
B.

TRAILHEADS/PARKING

NEW PARKING

New formalized paved parking is proposed in several locations throughout the Plan
Area as shown on the Plan maps (Sheets 1 - 14). New parking will be in locations
that have suffcient space for separated lots outside the Caltrans ROW. Potential
locations for new parking areas include:
• The intersection of West River Street and SR 89. This location will potentially
be the largest parking lot in the Plan Area and serve as the north trailhead to
the corridor. Tentatively, this lot will be constructed as part of the Truckee River
Legacy Trail Phase 4 project, or it can be constructed as a subsequent project.
• Approximately 1,000 feet north of Cabin Creek Road, east side of SR 89.
• Day use parking within a portion of Goose Meadow Campground (subject to
USFS approval)
• Approximately 1,200 feet south of Goose Meadow Campground, east side of SR
89.
• Pole Creek Road for backcountry winter access
No new parking on the shoulder of SR 89 is proposed and all parking utilizing egress
from SR 89 is subject to Caltrans encroachment review.

EXISTING PARKING

Locations of informal, unpaved existing parking areas within the Caltrans ROW will
remain. Although this plan addresses parking and introduces new proposed parking
areas, it does not propose to formalize or remove these existing parking pull outs
along SR 89. Due to design constraints for ingress and egress, these locations
cannot be formalized within the Caltrans ROW. At the south end of the Plan Area
the existing trailhead and parking at Squaw Valley Park will serve the new Truckee
River Recreational Access Trail with a signalized controlled intersection allowing
safe crossing of SR 89. Informalized shoulder parking will remain on adjacent roads
such as Pole Creek Road, Cabin Creek Road, and FR 01-03 (Jackass Ridge Road)
along the corridor. Parking within the Forest Service campgrounds will continue to
be limited to registered campers only with the potential to add day use parking in a
separate lot at Goose Meadows campground pending Forest Service approval.

C.

RIVER AND BACKCOUNTRY ACCESS

RIVER ACCESS

Existing public river access within the Plan Area is generally concentrated at points
within Granite Flat Campground, Goose Meadow Campground and Silver Creek
Campground. However, there is no day use parking at those campgrounds. This
pushes river access points to areas along the east shoulder of SR 89, often along
embankments causing erosion adjacent to the river. The Plan proposes to address
these issues by formalizing parking areas and by providing signed river access north

of Goose Meadows Campground. By providing signed river access in this location, it
will facilitate public access of the river away from the private properties concentrated in
the corridor between Silver Creek Campground and Squaw Valley Road.
River access will include kayak put in and landing areas north of Goose Meadow
Campground and near the confuence of Donner Creek (Town of Truckee).
Public access to the river within the Plan Area will not allow or promote commercial
uses or commercial rafting north of Squaw Valley Road. This stretch of river attracts
fshing, kayaking, picnicking and passive uses. Passive uses will be directed north of
Goose Meadows Campground.

BACKCOUNTRY ACCESS

Year-round backcountry use to the east and west of the Plan Area is very popular
and will be maintained and enhanced to decrease private property trespass conficts.
Access to summer backcountry areas, such as Deer Creek and Big Chief Trails and
climbing areas, need formal connections and signage. Formal connections will direct
users to public lands and protect/deter private property trespassing. Additional access
will continue to be provided at the north end of SR 89 on the west side of the Truckee
River. Winter backcountry access along the west side of SR 89 will be maintained and
enhanced where possible.

FISHING ACCESS

Fishing is very popular along the entire river corridor. The locally available Stream Time
Fishing Access Map calls out 28 fshing spots in the corridor. Most of these spots
are diffcult to fnd and anglers park on wide shoulders and other pull-outs on SR 89
for river access. There are no signs and mile markers are inconsistent. Some of these
fshing areas abut or cross private land. Because properties are not fenced, it may be
diffcult for many to know when they are trespassing. While no formal fshing access
improvements are proposed in the Plan, the multi-use trail will provide increased access
to the east side of the river and thus additional opportunities for fshing. Signage can
deter private property trespassing, and direct anglers to public areas for river access.

D.

EDUCATION

User education will be incorporated into implementation design plans. This will include
wayfnding at both pedestrian and vehicular levels, potential gateway elements, and
interpretive signage. Interpretive opportunities include:
• Native vegetation
• Wildlife
• River ecology
• Native American history
• Lake Tahoe Railway and Transportation Company
• Recreational assets
Educational outreach can occur with community partners such as the Sierra Watershed
Educational Partnerships, Truckee River Watershed Council and other community
organizations.
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OPPORTUNITY MAPS
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4. RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

FIGURE 10 - CONCEPTUAL DESIGN ELEMENTS
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N.T.S.

Asphalt Concrete Surface
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4. RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

FIGURE 11 - CONCEPTUAL DESIGN ELEMENTS
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4. RECREATIONAL ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES
FIGURE 12 - PARKING STUDY - OFF-STREET WITHIN CALTRANS ROW AND USFS L AND
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4. RECREATIONAL ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES
FIGURE 13 - PARKING STUDY - OFF-STREET WITHIN CALTRANS ROW
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4. RECREATIONAL ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES
FIGURE 14 - PARKING STUDY - OFF-STREET ON USFS L AND
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5.RESTORATION
OPPORTUNITIES
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5. RESTORATION OPPORTUNITIES
A. EROSION/DRAINAGE
During the assessment of current conditions, eroding areas on the west side of
the Truckee River, many of which are associated with runoff from SR 89 or at the
outlets to culverts that convey drainage under SR 89 were noted. In sections of
the corridor where the multi-use paved trail or other recreational improvements are
located between SR 89 and the river there may be opportunities to address eroding
areas and improve water quality. Improvements can be incorporated into design
plans. Potential creek crossings include: Pole Creek, Rodey Creek, Deep Creek,
Silver Creek and Squaw Creek, as well as several other unnamed streams and
smaller drainages. In some locations new bridges across the creeks will be required
and in others the trail will utilize an existing culvert. Placer County will work with
Caltrans to identify drainage improvement and restoration opportunities in existing
eroding channels during the design phase.

B. FLOOD PL AIN AND RIPARIAN
For most of the corridor the proposed trail and other recreational enhancements will
be located outside the 100-year foodplain. However, this will not be possible for the
entire length of the corridor as physical constraints such as steep slopes and rock
outcrops may force short sections of trail into the foodplain. Bridge piers may be
located in the foodplain (but not in the river channel) by necessity. These foodplain
encroachments may require mitigation. The County will work with the Truckee River
Watershed Council, Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board, and potentially
the Army Corps of Engineers to identify potential restoration and/or mitigation areas.

Degraded riparian habitat appears to be caused by unformalized recreation-related
access and trampling, road fll, erosion, and hydrologic disconnect. During storm events
these areas contribute sediment to the river that degrades water quality and habitat.
These areas represent opportunities for restoration and habitat improvement. An
example of a generalized eroding area is shown in the photo below.
As implementation of improvements are phrased, these habitat/biological/
environmental resources will be identifed and restoration will be targeted in the design
process.

D. IMPROVED ACCESS
Improved access for utility maintenance, forestry management and emergencies are
anticipated with construction of a multi-use trail. Primarily, the maintenance of the
TRI pipeline, power, cable, and fber optic facilities will be improved in the corridor. It
will also provide the USFS access to areas on the east side of the Truckee River for
frefghting and forest fuels management that does not currently exist.

Restoration opportunities of riparian areas that have been disturbed due to the
placement of structures or previous disturbance (i.e. historic railroad grade or utility
placement), can also be addressed and improved during design and implementation
of subsequent projects. The photo below shows a representative eroding riparian
area. Restoration of these areas would restore function to riparian areas within the
Plan Area.

C. HABITAT RESTORATION
This section describes biological and environmental resources that could potentially
be protected and/or enhanced by implementation of components of the plan.
Opportunities to improve biological and environmental conditions within the corridor
will be incorporated into design plans.
The Plan Area contains opportunities for restoration from a biological perspective.
Many past land use practices and natural disturbances in the corridor have led
to a decline in river health, including stream diversion, grazing, logging, railroad
construction and operation, highway and road construction and operation,
construction of dams, mining, and foods. These practices and events have
introduced pollutants and accelerated erosion along the river, which has
degraded water quality as well as aquatic and terrestrial habitat. These areas offer
opportunities for restoration along the river corridor.

Example of drainage eroding into the
Truckee River

Erosion of a riparian area along the
Truckee River caused by previous
disturbance
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A. SUMMARY OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

QUESTION 2) HOW OFTEN DO YOU ACCESS THE TRUCKEE RIVER?
70

In order to gather public input to identify
additional opportunities or issues for the
Truckee River Recreational Access Plan
a community workshop was held on
October 18, 2017 and an online survey
was conducted from October 12 through
November 6, 2017. Responses were
received from 33 workshop participants
and 131 online participants.
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QUESTION 1) WHERE DO YOU LIVE?
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QUESTION 3) WHAT THREE GOALS OF THIS PROJECT ARE MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU?

12

140

125

126
120

0
100

OTHER RESPONSES SUMMARIZED:
•
•
•
•

Greater Lake Tahoe Basin 18
Greater Reno Area 7
Central Valley 4
Bay Area 5

OTHER RESPONSES SUMMARIZED:
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28
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11

• Safety/Privacy of Residents along
river 2
• All Season Parking and Access to
backcountry destinations 7
• River Protection/Restoration 2
• Mountain Bike Trails 3
• Widen road to 3 lanes and have a
reversible lane for demand 1
• Promoting history of narrow gauge
railroad 1
• Access to bridge, turning off Hwy 89
with increased foot traffc 1
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
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SUMMARY OF DESIGN
GENERAL COMMENTS

WORKSHOP QUESTION # 4

• I would like to see meeting that a time after 6:00pm so
more people that live and work here that can attend
• This plan should reach out to more community members
in all means possible: radio, email, facebook, and fyers.

WHAT ADDITIONAL AMENITIES ALONG THE PROJECT AREA WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE IN THE
FUTURE?

WORKSHOP QUESTION # 3
OTHER
• Safety and privacy, security for residents along river
• Security to those private property areas! No bike trail
through private property or too close to it if you can. Keep
it away towards the highway. If crossing the river there
are enough spots north in which you can keep the public
away from private properties
• Skiing parking and access to Deep Creek, Silver Creek,
and climbing access and parking to Big Chief
• For promoting the history of the narrow gauge railroad
from Truckee to Tahoe City
• Access to bridge, turning off Hwy 89 with increased foot
traffc
OTHER - ONLINE RESPONSES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

River protection and restoration
Winter Rec access
Protecting and enhancing the river, beyond recreation.
widen the road into 3 lanes, to reduce skier traffc. switch
extra lane morning and evening called “skier traffc only”.
Plowed parking for winter time back country access.
back country skiing access
Rock climbing and Mountain biking
mt bike trails
Winter backcountry access
More mountain bike trails
Winter backcountry access and parking

• Bike path from Squaw to Truckee is key to regional, non-motorized trail connectivity! Dirt trail
connectivity should also be considered. The Truckee Trail Foundation would love to help. Safety is key,
bike lane is great but not family friendly
• Strategy suggestions: For multiple linear landowners offer each on ‘___’ conditional on all owners
agreeing. It gets the neighbors advocating.
• We need a paved bike trail (Class 1) from Squaw to Truckee. This need has been demonstrated,
given the huge popularity of the the Tahoe City to Squaw. Yes, it will likely need to cross some
private properties, but the general public good supersedes “Nimby” responses. That is why we have
eminent domain laws. A trail can be routed over public easements of the Squaw Valley PSD sewer
lines and the former railroad route. Let’s be a frst class region recreationally like Vail, Aspen, Sun
Valley, and Lord knows how many other mountain communities. Connected bike trails are essential
for this. Placer County, you are the lead in this. Don’t hesitate over a few nimby complaints. Let’s get
rolling!
• Yes on bike trail and connectivity so more people can enjoy picnicking as well as trails.
• Support project health of river.
• Garbage management, turn lanes for bridges, rivershed restoration, improvements to existing roadwaY
to facilitate safe access to Highway 89.
• Dirt mountain bike/running trails, Class 1 separate paved trail for bikes/recreation. The Hwy 89 bike
“lane” is noisy and dangerous with cars driving 65 MPH. Hard to enjoy this resource for property
owners. Trail behind private property
• Winter access and parking, public transportation enhanced, trail connectivity to campgrounds,
Squaw, Sawtooth, Yogi’s etc. Public parking at bottom of Big Chief. Snow permits? Winter parking
at Sawtooth. Open campgrounds in winter. Bus lane and park and ridge and more frequent buses to
Squaw, backcountry drop off spots.
• Yes to trail
• Kayak access/egress spots, picnic areas with river access, foat pools - inner tube area
• My priority is a separate paved bike trail connecting Truckee and Squaw Valley/Tahoe City to Truckee
for recreation and commuting
• Access to Sawtooth trail and fber board highway, bike trail to Truckee from Squaw. Ebikes will
increase use of trail by more and more people, including physically challenged people.
• Landing area for kayaks, river foat in and out of river, no trail through private property
• Further trail connections from 89 to existing trails in the mountains on both sides of the river, e.g.
connections to Sawtooth Ridge and the PCT
• I really want to see a comprehensive plan for river access and preservation. I kayak this stretch and I
have a hard time fnding suitable take-out
• No bike trail through private property
• Bathroom access, turnouts with parking for trails
• Bike paths have been proven over and over again over the past 40+ years (my frame of reference)
to reduce crime for nearby properties and to increase nearby property values. Don’t let NIMBY false
arguments to the contrary infuence the decision.
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SUMMARY OF DESIGN
WORKSHOP QUESTION # 4 (cont.)
WHAT ADDITIONAL AMENITIES ALONG THE PROJECT AREA WOULD YOU LIKE
TO SEE IN THE FUTURE?
• We need to recognize the congestion and traffc challenges on the Hwy 89 river
corridor and look at alternative transportation resources including trails and public
transit. Parking within this corridor for trail access (summer and winter) really
need snow park lots! Look at trail opposite of river with under crossing at access
points.
• More parking and trailhead access to the river and surrounding ridges and
trails along this stretch. A legal exit from Deer Creek Trail. Class 1 bike path
connecting Truckee to Squaw.
• Bike path! I want to see a paved bike trail all the way from Truckee to Squaw
that connects the legacy trail to the river bike path. This is the only acceptable
outcome of this project. Bike path all the way.
• Parking and trail access Deer Creek, Silver Creek, Pole Creek, Cabin Creek.
Climber and hiker access to Big Chief
• I would love to see a bike path between Truckee and Squaw! I live in Truckee
and work in Tahoe City, so it would be great to ride my bike to work - maybe
even bike/buss combo!
• Historical signage
• Trash management with wildlife and increased human traffc. Riparian restoration
for river health. More cutthroat trout!
• Privacy and security protected
• River surf wave. They create beautiful economic, environmental and community
enhancements.
• Support river health. Safety and security for residents along the river. Privacy
• It’s diffcult to comment on this proposal since no specifc improvements have
been proposed. As a property owner in the river corridor I can predict that
any proposed “amenities” that impact the privacy of private property will be
vigorously opposed.
• Signage for pull outs. Project public easements and access. Community
outreach and communication. Close some pull outs along 89 and open others in
better locations. Internet access through the corridor, infrastructure.
ONLINE RESPONSES
•
•
•
•

Connectivity to throughout the corridor
Restroom facilities at Glenshire Bridge, Truckee River access
A continuation of the bike path down west river st in Truckee
Safe and accessible parking areas for access to the west side of Highway 89
(including winter)
• bathrooms
• Bike trail! On the road side and on the other side of the river for a more natural
experience
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Winter parking... plowed areas for backcountry access
Paved pullouts for winter recreation
Better parking for backcountry travelers
Year round access to Pole Creek.
More parking, summer and winter
Year round parking at Pole Creek, Deep Creek and Jackass
Dedicated winter non motorized recreation parking for areas including deep
creek, pole creek and silver creek as these all have large winter user numbers
and zero legal parking
Paved bike path
Plowing parking spots for Backcountry skiing
Parking for pole creek, cabin creek
More parking
Winter parking at Pole Creek and Deep Creek.
Parking for backcountry travelers
trailhead and offcial sign for mtb trails called Jackass and Yogi Bear. There is
parking already, just adopt and keep it.
Educational/interpretive trail(s)
More winter parking.
A paved bike bath is also important, but I could only choose 3 above.
Year-round parking areas being plowed and maintained.
winter parking options
Restrooms
Trailhead parking at key locations. Pole Creek, Squaw, mouse hole
Winter parking areas for access to non motorized trailheads like deep creek and
pole creek
Hiking
Picnic and recreational areas
more parking
More mountain bike trails
Public access to the base of the Deer Creek MTB trail
Rest stop for when traffc is stopped, with toilets and a coffee bar
A bike path would be a great resource
Traffc mitigation
Trail Access to and from Deer Creek
mostly interested in mountain biking options, trails, access
Bathrooms for commercial rafting
Mountain bike trails
Drinking Water
parking for day use
Trail access to Big Chief.
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SUMMARY OF DESIGN
WORKSHOP QUESTION # 4 (online responses cont.)
WHAT ADDITIONAL AMENITIES ALONG THE PROJECT
AREA WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE IN THE FUTURE?
• Bathrooms and Trash cans so people hopefully used
them.
• More winter parking for backcountry access
• More unobtrusive winter parking for winter access
• PLOWED bike path/multi-use path!!!
• Winter Backcountry access--More!!
• Better signage
• Maps at mountain bike trailheads
• Plow goose meadows in winter
• Restrooms
• Specifc Winter Trailhead Parking
• Environmental signifcance signage
• Better signage on trails
• Toilets
• Bathrooms
• Paved parking with restrooms
• A separate paved walking path from the bike path. This is
how the built access around the lake in Minnesota. It is
much safer to separate these two uses.
• Benches for resting
• Interpretive signage
• recreational opportunities for all
• A designated fast bike lane
• Winter transit to Squaw Valley / Alpine Meadows
• trashcans
• Better bike lane maintenance...sweeping
• Year round access to Deep Creek.
• Alternative transportation, bike paths, ski trails
• Potential access from deer creek trail to the truckee river
for hikers and mountain bikers
• Archery course like we do for frisbee golf
• Parking for Mountain Bike Trails
• bike path obviously. And why is there no bike path in
truckee on donner pass road?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pedestrain bridge with trail connecting sawtooth and jacks trails.
Parking areas (paved?) that are cleared in winter for backcountry access.
access to our public lands
A dirt mountain bike singletrack trail as well as the packed bike path
Biking
Restrooms
more back country skiing access
Hiking trails
Public access to the Big Chief climbing area from the canyon
More dirt multi-use singletrack trails and trailheads
Trail access to and from Big Chief climbing area for biking and climbing
paved route along river could be such a draw and safer
Parking
Garbage cans
back country trail use
Trail connections from Hwy 89 to trails above the cliffs.
Parking with bridge access to the other side of the river
Bike trail/paved or dirt
Plenty of bike and walk connectors
more frequent and reliable bus service
More Mountain bike parking
More plowed and legal winter parking at deep creek trailhead
Garbage facilities
Educational signage
Parking
Picnic areas
Some picnic or rest area along a paved bikeway
Respecting the interests of property owners
WINTER PLOWING!!!!!
Access to climbing areas above river.
Trail heads
Non-paved trails for mtn biking and walking (interpretive trails) would be nice.
Wintertime grooming of paved bike path for Nordic skiing
ADA access
Trash cans
Parking for the above mentioned activity
Protection for the TR from runoff/pollution/etc
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SUMMARY OF DESIGN
WORKSHOP QUESTION # 4 (online responses cont.)
WHAT ADDITIONAL AMENITIES ALONG THE PROJECT AREA WOULD YOU LIKE
TO SEE IN THE FUTURE?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Trailhead access
Places to sit
Winter parking near Pole Creek and Deep Creek.
Strong protection of natural habitat and environmental protection
dog waste collection (‘mutt mitts’ and educational signs about how it’s not
‘natural’ for dogs to shit in nature, especially in these concentrations)
More plowed legal winter parking at pole creek trailhead
Informational signage
Picnic spots
More access to the river.
More public transportation (free!?) between Squaw & Truckee to alleviate traffc
issues, especially in winter & on weekends. Maybe we need a radical idea such as a light-rail train running through this corridor!!!
Add an extra Lane to highway 89 for directional two lane road when needed for
traffc by taking up space of the existing bike lane.
OHV access
A path with trail access, and benches and information about river and local
history
Multiple “surf park” river features, and appropriate rapid courses for raft/kayak/
canoe/etc
Bike Trail!!
Dirt trails
Bike and pedestrian bridges across the Truckee.
Access for human powered recreation bike ski climb hike para glide paddle fsh
Trash cans AND recycling bins
Public art
Upgraded highway & utility infrastructures
Erosion control
Mass transit capable of taking people and their sports equipment.
Separation from the highway for people walking and biking.
Maps of up/down-river for rafting & fshing navigation
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