MEMORANDUM
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
ENGINEERING DIVISION
County of Placer
TO:

Board of Supervisors

FROM:

Ken Grehm, Director of Public Works
By: Sarah Williams, Right-of-Way Agent

DATE: October 12, 2021

SUBJECT: Abandonment of a Portion of Highway Easement / Sacramento Avenue / Homewood
ACTIONS REQUESTED
1. Confirm the County’s appraised value of $16.08/sq. ft. (Class 5 Soils, 1,655± sq. ft.), $1.00/sq. ft.
(Class 1B Soils, 1,619± sq. ft.), and $0.25/sq. ft. (Encumbered by TCPUD Waterline Easement,
940± sq. ft.) for 350 Trout Avenue, for a total value of $28,500, is the Fair Market Value of the
Sacramento Avenue Highway Easement area proposed for abandonment.
2. Confirm the County’s appraised value of $1.00/sq. ft. (Unencumbered by TCPUD Waterline
Easement) and $0.25/sq. ft. (Encumbered by TCPUD Waterline Easement, 1,560± sq. ft.) for 4995
Sacramento Avenue, for a total value of $900, is the Fair Market Value of the Sacramento Avenue
Highway Easement area proposed for abandonment.
3. Adopt a Resolution abandoning a portion of the Highway Easement for Sacramento Avenue in
Homewood described in the attached Exhibits, subject to the findings set forth herein, with
recordation contingent upon the owners paying, in full, the Fair Market Value as established by the
Board.
BACKGROUND
350 Trout, LLC, the owner of 4995 Sacramento Avenue and 350 Trout Street in Homewood (APNs 097091-009 and 097-092-011) has requested Placer County abandon an approximately 6,318± square foot
portion of unimproved Highway Easement known as Sacramento Avenue adjacent to their residence. The
Highway Easement abandonment area varies in width between 40.19’ and 20.05’ and in length between
105.5’ and 210.72’. Sacramento Avenue was dedicated to and accepted by Placer County in 1908 on the
Map of Sans Souci Heights, filed for record in Book C of Maps at Page 16 and accepted by the County on
the map. This portion of Sacramento Avenue is unimproved and impassable due to the Madden Creek
watercourse prohibiting through traffic. Sacramento Avenue, including the unimproved portion, is
considered a County Highway Easement carrying the rights for vehicular traffic, utilities, and nonmotorized public uses providing access to Lake Tahoe. The County did not identify any plans for future
use of the portion of Sacramento Avenue requested for abandonment. No adjacent parcels will become
landlocked as a result of the abandonment.
County Code Section 2.116.040 states the “applicants shall pay the Fair Market Value of the property
proposed to be abandoned.” There is also a Tahoe City Public Utility District (TCPUD) waterline in
Sacramento Avenue, and with the approval of this request and the recording of the Resolution of
Abandonment, a waterline easement in favor of the TCPUD will be recorded to protect that facility. The
grant of the Waterline Easement rights in favor of TCPUD reduced the amount of Fair Market Value due
from the owner, as detailed in the value tables below.
The owner, in accordance with County abandonment procedures, has obtained an appraisal of the Fair
Market Value for the 6,318± square feet of Highway Easement requested for abandonment. The owner
has submitted to the County a copy of the appraisal report, prepared by Johnson Valuation Group, Ltd.
The appraised value of the land for 350 Trout Street was $16.08/sq. ft. for the 1,655± sq. ft.
unencumbered by the TCPUD Waterline Easement and considered to have Class 5 Soils, plus $1.00/sq.
ft. for the 1,619± sq. ft. unencumbered by the TCPUD Waterline Easement and considered to have Class
1B Soils, plus $0.25/sq. ft. for the remaining 940± sq. ft. encumbered by the TCPUD Waterline Easement.
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350 Trout Street
Unencumbered by
TCPUD Waterline
Easement
Encumbered by TCPUD
Waterline Easement
Total

Class 1B Soils
1,619± sq. ft.
$1.00/sq. ft.

Class 5 Soils
1,655± sq. ft.
$16.08/sq. ft.

Total
3,274± sq. ft.
$28,231.00

940± sq. ft.
$0.25/sq. ft.
2,559± sq. ft.

0± sq. ft.

940± sq. ft.
$235.00
4,214± sq. ft.
$28,500.00 (rounded)

1,655± sq. ft.

The appraised value of the land for 4995 Sacramento Avenue was $1.00/sq. ft. for the 544± sq. ft.
unencumbered by the TCPUD Waterline Easement, plus $0.25/sq. ft. for the 1,560± sq. ft encumbered
by the TCPUD Waterline Easement.
4995 Sacramento Ave
Unencumbered by
TCPUD Waterline
Easement
Encumbered by TCPUD
Waterline Easement
Total

Square Footage
544±

Value
$1.00/sq. ft.

Total
$544.00

1,560±

$0.25/sq. ft.

$390.00

2,104±

$0.25-1.00/sq. ft.

$900 (rounded)

The applicant has not disputed the appraiser’s opinion of value, which is based on the County’s
established methodology of calculating Highway Easement abandonment areas at 100% of Fee Simple
value (excepting the TCPUD Waterline Encumbered area, valued at 25% of Fee Simple), which was
utilized in Johnson Valuation Group’s appraisal. The Department of Public Works has accepted this
appraisal and appraisal methodology.
All processing fees have been paid, the proposed Highway Easement abandonment has been distributed
for comment, and with the exception of the TCPUD Waterline Easement to be recorded, no objections
have been received. The proposed abandonment qualifies for Summary Vacation, pursuant to Streets and
Highways Code Section 8330 et seq, and therefore, does not require posting or scheduling of a separate
public hearing.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
This action is categorically exempt from the provisions of CEQA Section 15061(b)(3), no potential to cause
significant environmental impact.
FISCAL IMPACT
Fair Market Value for the easement rights proposed for abandonment, $29,400, has been submitted by
the applicant and would be deposited in the Department of Public Works trust account for future right-ofway acquisitions.
ATTACHMENTS
Resolution with Exhibits
Location Map
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Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California
In the matter of: A Resolution Abandoning, Subject
to Conditions, a Portion of a Highway Easement for
Sacramento Avenue - Homewood.

Resolution No.: ____________

The following Resolution was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer
at a regular meeting held October 12, 2021, by the following vote:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Signed and approved by me after its passage.
_______________________________
Chair, Board of Supervisors
Attest:
_______________________
Clerk of said Board

WHEREAS, a Highway Easement for Sacramento Avenue was dedicated to and accepted by
Placer County on the Map of Sans Souci Heights, filed for record in 1908 in Book C of Maps at
Page 16; and
WHEREAS, it has been determined that the portion of the Highway Easement for Sacramento
Avenue, as described on the attached Exhibit “A” and as shown on the attached Exhibit “B,” is
no longer necessary for present or prospective public use as the public roadway was never
constructed; and
WHEREAS, for the same reasons, vacation of this easement is in the public interest; and
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WHEREAS, summary vacation of the portion of the Highway Easement is permissible pursuant
to Chapter 4 of Part 3, Division 9 of the Streets and Highways Code, commencing with Section
8330, and this action is taken under that authority.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer,
State of California, that from and after the date this Resolution is recorded, the portion of the
Highway Easement for Sacramento Avenue, as described and shown on the attached exhibits,
shall be vacated and abandoned, and shall thereafter not constitute a Highway Easement for its
intended purpose.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Highway Easement as described and shown on the
attached exhibits, is not useful as a nonmotorized transportation facility.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the abandonment shall not be recorded until the Department
of Public Works receives fair market value, as determined by the Board of Supervisors, for the
rights to be vacated herein. The applicant shall have six (6) months from approval to pay the
determined market value or this Resolution for abandonment shall expire and this Resolution is
rendered null and void.
Exhibits “A” and “B”
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Exhibit A
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Exhibit B
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