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8. WILDFIRE
8.1

INTRODUCTION

The Wildfire chapter of the EIR summarizes the existing wildfire setting and identifies the wildfire
potential within the project area. The chapter includes a review of planned fuel treatments projects
such as mechanical thinning and prescribed fire within the region and consideration of sitespecific factors that may affect the wildfire potential at the project site. The majority of the analysis
presented below is based on a Fire Safe Plan (FSP) prepared for the proposed project (see
Appendix G to this EIR).1

8.2

EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The following section describes the existing wildfire setting in the project region.

Wildland Fire Hazard Characteristics
The threat of wildfire exposure to people, critical infrastructure, structures and communities is
based upon a comprehensive vulnerability assessment of an area. The vulnerability assessment
is usually completed through the evaluation of both fire hazard and fire risk factors. The term
“hazard” describes the density of live or dead vegetation that could be ignited by the various fire
risks or causes that can increase a fire’s intensity or rate of spread such as topography or weather
conditions. The term “risk” describes the potential damage a fire can do to structures, critical
assets/infrastructure and other values at risk in individual open space areas and other wildland
urban interface (WUI) areas. The fire risk ratings are divided into low, moderate, high, or very high
dependent on the existing conditions.
Land owners, managers and fire officials need to consider the potential wildfire hazard and risk
factors that could make their community vulnerable to a wildfire when making land management
and development decisions in fire-prone areas. The assessment also aids fire agencies in the
preparation of pre-incident plans and resource deployment actions such as fire equipment,
staffing levels, and resource placement during critical fire periods. The assessment should
consider both existing conditions such as vegetation, topography, and climate, and the future built
environment, including the size and configuration of the WUI, proximity of structures to the WUI,
defensible space, emergency access, and water supply.
The following section includes a discussion of the wildfire classifications of the site and the
common characteristics associated with wildfire potential.

Wildfire Classifications
Lands in the State are classified by the Director of the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) in accordance with the severity of wildfire hazard expected to prevail in
certain areas and the responsibility for fire protection. The classifications allow for the appropriate
measures to be identified to reduce the potential for losses to life, property, and resources from
wildfire.
1

Phillips Consulting Services. The Ridge Subdivision Project Fire Safe Plan. September 2019.
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As shown in Figure 8-1, the project site is located within a State Responsibility Area (SRA), which
is an area classified by CAL FIRE in which the financial responsibility of preventing and
suppressing wildfire is primarily the responsibility of the State. Public Resources Code (PRC)
4201 to 4204 directs CAL FIRE to map fire hazards within SRAs based on relevant factors such
as fuels, terrain, and weather. The hazards are described according to their potential for causing
ignitions to buildings. The zones, referred to as Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ), provide the
basis for application of various mitigation strategies to reduce risks to buildings associated with
wildland fires. As also shown Figure 8-1, the project site is located on land that is classified as
being within a Moderate FHSZ by CAL FIRE.
The zones also relate to the requirements for building codes designed to reduce the ignition
potential to buildings in the WUI Zone. WUI zones are areas in which the local fire warden
determines the topographical features, vegetation fuel types, local weather conditions, and
prevailing winds can result in the potential for ignition of structures within the area from flames
and firebrands of a wildland fire. According to the FSP, CAL FIRE and the Penryn Fire Protection
District (PFPD) have designated the hillside area encompassing the project site as a potential
WUI Zone, should buildings be constructed in the area. The WUI Zone includes the following
undeveloped areas that could increase risk of fire spreading to the project site, due to topography
and vegetation types present: (1) the La Faille Ranch area to the north that forms a canyon below
the project site; (2) an approximately 125-acre designated open space area proposed for the
Bickford Ranch Specific Plan (BRSP) to the west of the project site; and (3) an approximately 80acre designated open space area proposed for the BRSP to the east of the project site. The open
space and undeveloped areas north of Bickford Ranch Road near the project site consist of a
series of small canyons and drainages that flow north towards State Route (SR) 193. The canyons
in the area have steep topography on both sides of the drainage and extensive vegetation and
tree canopies in most areas, which creates the potential for rapid wildfire growth that could quickly
reach the project site. The open space and undeveloped areas are also of concern to CAL FIRE
and the PFPD due to the steep slopes of the adjacent canyon that limit fire apparatus access and
which could potentially create a “chimney effect” condition during intense wildland fire activity.
The chimney effect, also known as the stack effect, involves the movement of air caused by
displacement due to buoyancy, which creates an air current and could exacerbate fire conditions.

Topography and Vegetation
As discussed in the Introduction chapter of this EIR, the CEQA Baseline for this EIR analysis has
been adjusted to assume development of Phase 1 of the BRSP, which is estimated to include
development of 1,010 single-family units, as well as associated backbone roadway, water, sewer,
and storm drainage infrastructure. The primary backbone roadway would be the two-lane Bickford
Ranch Road, which would provide access to Phase 1 of the BRSP and the project site from Sierra
College Boulevard to the west and run in an east-to-west direction. The terminus of Bickford
Ranch Road after completion of Phase 1 BRSP improvements would stop short of the project
site, leaving approximately 400 feet of unpaved roadway between the terminus and the
southwestern corner of the project site. The 400-foot segment would either be constructed during
commencement of Phase 2 of BRSP, or, depending on the timing of BRSP Phase 2, potentially
by the proposed project applicant. Therefore, the vegetated terrain currently existing to the west
of the project site is assumed to be developed with buildout of BRSP Phase 1 under the adjusted
baseline. Aside from the areas planned for BRSP Phase 1, the region surrounding the project site
would still consist of wildfire fuel sources, including the area to the north associated with the La
Faille Ranch property and the undeveloped areas to the east and south of the project site.
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Figure 8-1
State Responsibility Areas and Fire Hazard Severity Zones

Project Site
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Topography can play a significant role in wildfire risk given that fires burn faster uphill than
downhill because the fuels above the fire are brought into closer contact with upward moving
flames. In addition, the process of heat transfer is influenced by topography (slope and aspect).
Because heat rises (convection), heat transfer through convection tends to move upward. During
wildfires, burning materials on the forest floor create convection currents that preheat the leaves
and branches of shrubs and trees above the fire. Heat transfer, therefore, occurs more rapidly
through fuels located on the incline, causing a fire to travel more quickly upslope than downslope.
The vertical air currents can also lift burning materials. The floating embers, also called firebrands,
can settle in unburned areas ahead of the fire and start small fires. The advancing embers, known
as spotting, can result in rapid advancement of the fire.
Topography varies across the project site from gentle slopes to steep slopes. Site elevations
range from approximately 720 feet near the northwest corner of the site to 815 feet near the
southeast corner. The southern portion of the site and the outer edges of the western and eastern
arms of the site’s horseshoe-shaped footprint are relatively flat to gently sloping. The project site
is located at the top of a topographical drainage that forms a canyon with steep slopes (greater
than 30 percent) bordering the project site. The steep slopes continue off-site northerly toward
the Caperton Canal, La Faille Ranch property, and the valley floor. As mentioned previously, the
steep slopes and canyon create a natural chimney effect that can enhance fire intensity and
spread to hazardous levels.
Vegetation on the project site and vicinity is dominated by non-native annual grassland and oak
woodlands. Portions of the project site are heavily wooded while others have a fairly extensive
grassland understory. The surrounding area is composed largely of blue oak woodland, nonnative grasslands, and mixed interior live oak-blue oak woodland. The small valley located
between the east and west ridges is composed largely of annual grassland. The oak woodlands
and underlying grasslands provide the potential for an intense wildfire, particularly when combined
with the steep topography and critical fire weather conditions. Critical fire weather conditions are
described below.

Climate
Predominant weather patterns in southwest Placer County are characterized by hot dry summers
and mild to cool winters. Dry conditions traditionally begin around the end of May and last into
October. An average summer day is 90 to 95 degrees Fahrenheit, winds from the southwest at
zero to 10 miles per hour (mph), and relative humidity levels in the 15 to 25 percent range. On
average, the strongest wind speeds in south Placer County occur in March through May, but
winds can exceed 20 mph during the fire season. Summer lightning storms are infrequent in the
area. Critical fire weather conditions are becoming more frequent in the region starting in July and
extending through October each year. Critical fire weather conditions are typically associated with
very low humidity and strong north winds. The ignition potential and fire spread rates during critical
fire weather conditions is high and can easily lead to large wildfires within the project area.

Prevailing Winds
The predominant wind direction at the project site area is from the west to east. The predominant
wind direction suggests, for example, that a fire burning in the forested terrain west of the project
site could burn through the site due to the prevailing winds.
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Fire History
According to the FSP, five significant wildfires have occurred in the project vicinity since 1950,
with the majority of the fires originating near existing roadways (see Table 8-1).

Table 8-1
The Ridge Subdivision Fire History
Year
1950
2003
2008
2008
2013
2021

Fire Name
Beacon
Sierra
Gladding
Ravine
Sierra
River

Acres Damaged
500+
27
1,090
343
19
2,619

Source: Phillips Consulting Services. The Ridge Subdivision Project Fire Safe Plan. September 2019.

The three most destructive fires in the project vicinity include the 1950 Beacon fire, which burned
the project site and much of the areas planned for the BRSP; the 2008 Gladding fire, the most
destructive of the project vicinity fires; and the 2008 Ravine fire, which resulted in 343 acres
damaged. Common fire ignition sources have included arson, equipment failure, escaped debris
burns, and vehicle-related causes.
The Placer County Fire Department (PCFD), with the assistance of local landowners, has
implemented a voluntary roadside disking program in the southwestern Placer County area to
reduce the probability of a wildfire spreading to undeveloped lands. Disking includes an area
approximately 20 feet wide along existing roadside properties. According to statistics provided for
2011, the voluntary program has led to a 50 percent reduction of roadside wildland fires burning
more than one acre of land in the southwest area of the County.

Fuel Treatment Efforts
Fuel treatment efforts have been ongoing within the project region. Forest fuel treatments are
used by managers for ecological restoration and reducing fire hazard. Due to past management
decisions and long-term fire exclusion, forests are denser and are susceptible to severe wildfires.
Fuel treatments aim to reduce the intensity and size of wildfires, increase species diversity, and
restore forests to their historical condition. Two common types of treatments include:



Mechanical thinning: cutting and clearing wood and brush; and
Prescribed fire: burning existing fuel before more accumulates.

Based on proximity to homes and communities one treatment may be used over the other. Several
research studies show a combination of thinning following by burning of surface fuels is most
effective in promoting forest resilience to wildfire.2
Implementation of the Placer County Conservation Program (PCCP) would result in the
permanent protection of approximately 50,000 acres in conservation reserves by the year 2060.
Preservation of the protected lands require that they are managed to reduce their susceptibility to
wildfire. Current fuel reduction efforts (i.e., the Chipper Program) and new programs (i.e., Biomass
2

For example, see U.S. Department of Agriculture/Forest Service, Rocky Mountain Research Station. Review of
Fuel Treatment Effectiveness in Forests and Rangelands and a Case Study from the 2007 Megafires in Central
Idaho USA (General Technical Report RMRS-GTR-252). January 2011.
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Box Program) would accomplish fuel reduction treatment efforts. The Placer County Resource
Conservation’s District (RCD) Chipper Program provides low-cost brush chipping for residents in
Placer County. The Chipper Program continues to be available for local residents seeking to
reduce fire hazards and improve defensible space around buildings and structures. The Chipper
Program is funded through grants secured through a partnership with the RCD, Placer County
Office of Emergency Services (OES), the Placer County Sheriff’s Office, the Placer County Air
Pollution Control District, and CAL FIRE.3
The Placer County Wildfire Protection and Biomass Utilization Program (i.e., Biomass Box
Program) was established in 2006 to help protect residents, communities, forests, and important
forest resources from the threat of wildfire and to efficiently manage and use biomass. Many
wildfire protection activities and projects involve the cutting of trees and brush to reduce wildfire
hazard. Trees large enough to have commercial value as lumber are transported to mills for
processing, but brush, small trees, and the limbs and tops of larger trees are excess biomass that
has most often been disposed of by open burning to complete the necessary reduction of fire
hazard. Placer County has recognized that a better option is to use the excess biomass for
generation of energy. Using excess biomass for generation of energy provides benefits through
offsetting fossil fuel energy generation, reducing air pollution emissions, and increasing support
for jobs associated with the biomass utilization. Use of biomass for energy also has a potential to
help support the economic sustainability of forest management and hazard reduction projects
designed to reduce the negative effects of wildfires.4

Public Safety Power Shutoffs
In an effort to prevent fires, the electrical services provider for southern Placer County, Pacific
Gas & Electric Co. (PG&E), initiated public safety power shutoffs (PSPS) in 2019, which may
continue in subsequent years until fire risks associated with power lines are decreased. PSPS
events involve PG&E turning off electrical service during times when the weather is predicted to
have a heightened fire risk from gusty winds and dry conditions. Dependent on the fire risks, the
power outage events may occur in specific areas or for all PG&E customers across the County.
The California Public Utilities Commission adopted the High Fire-Threat District Map in 2018,5
which serves to assist in the public’s protection from potential fire hazards associated with
overhead powerline facilities and nearby aerial communication facilities by delineating fire-threat
areas in the State. Fire-threat areas are designated as Tier 1, 2, or 3, with Tier 1 defined as a
High Hazard Zone, Tier 2 as an Elevated Hazard Zone, and Tier 3 as an Extreme Hazard Zone.
The project site is within a Tier 2-designated area, and, thus, could be prone to PSPS events.6
The PSPS events that occurred in Placer County for 2019 impacted large portions of the County

3

4

5
6

Placer County. Chipper Program Available for Placer County Residents. November 2, 2012. Available at:
https://www.placer.ca.gov/483/_1122012#:~:text=Chipper%20Program%20Available%20for%20Placer%20Coun
ty%20Residents&text=The%20program%2C%20managed%20by%20the,by%20state%20and%20federal%20gr
ants.&text=In%20addition%2C%20state%20law%20also,defensible%20space%20clearing%20around%20reside
nces. Accessed April 2021.
Placer County Community Development Resource Agency. Biomass and Wildfire Protection. Available at:
https://www.placer.ca.gov/2881/Biomass-WildfireProtection#:~:text=The%20Placer%20County%20Wildfire%20Protection,large%20component%20of%20that%20
threat. Accessed April 2021.
California Public Utilities Commission. Fire-Threat Maps and Fire-Safety Regulations Proceedings. Available at:
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/FireThreatMaps. Accessed June 2021.
Pioneer
Community
Energy.
Public
Safety
Power
Shutoffs.
Available
at:
http://pioneercommunityenergy.ca.gov/need-to-know/psps-events/. Accessed April 2021.
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for a total of 10 days.7 Throughout the PSPS events, emergency services in Placer County
remained functional with back-up power supplies, but many businesses and agencies were not
operational, which resulted in inadequate access to medical services and exposure to excessive
heat or cold.

Fire Agencies and Resources
Several fire agencies provide fire protection services within the project area, including both
wildland fire and structural fire response. Responsibility for wildland fire suppression at the project
site is the sole responsibility of the State (i.e., CAL FIRE), given that the project site is located
within a SRA. Fire and rescue service for the project site are the responsibility of the PFPD. The
BRSP and adjoining unincorporated areas are also served by the PCFD.

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Wildland fire protection is provided either by the State (through CAL FIRE) or the federal
government (through the U.S. Forest Service). The State has direct protection responsibility for
all State and private wildlands (or forest lands) in designated areas, and provides support and
assistance to local jurisdictions in other areas of the State. CAL FIRE is responsible for wildland
fire response at the project site. The CAL FIRE Nevada-Yuba-Placer Ranger Unit serves the
project area.
The nearest CAL FIRE station to the project site is Station No. 70, located at 1112 Wise Road,
Lincoln, approximately 4.93 miles northwest of the project site. The CAL FIRE station is jointly
operated with the PCFD and provides services to the unincorporated areas of Placer County,
including the BRSP area. Station 70 has one Type I/II fire engine staffed daily by a minimum of
two full-time firefighters. The full-time firefighters are augmented by seasonal and volunteer
firefighters that support the emergency response capabilities of CAL FIRE and PCFD.
Development of the proposed project is dependent upon the installation of Bickford Ranch Road
and associated utilities (water and sewer trunk mains) through Phase 1 of the BRSP and
extension of such infrastructure through a portion of BRSP Phase 2 to the project entry. After
completion of Bickford Ranch Road, response times from CAL FIRE Station No. 70 to the project
site would be on average 20 minutes or less for all wildfires and other emergencies.
In addition to legal responsibility for wildland fires in SRAs, where the project site is located, CAL
FIRE has mutual and/or automatic aid agreements, and, thus, may assist local fire agencies with
structural fires and medical incidents under the closest resource concept. CAL FIRE strives to
meet the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 1710 guideline for fire department response
time of five minutes 90 percent of the time.

Penryn Fire Protection District
Fire and rescue services to the project site are the responsibility of the PFPD. Existing mutual aid
agreements between PCFD and PFPD are in place. The closest fire station to the project site is
the PFPD Station No. 38, located on Church Street in the Penryn community. Services from the
PFPD are provided by Type I/III fire engines staffed daily by a minimum of two full-time firefighters.
Upon completion of Phase 1 of Bickford Ranch Road to the project site, response times from
PFPD Station No. 38 would be on average 10 minutes or less for all fire and rescue emergencies,

7

Placer County. Placer County seeks alternatives to PG&E power shutoffs.
https://www.placer.ca.gov/6207/Placer-seeks-help-with-power-shutoffs. Accessed April 2021.

Available

at:
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which is consistent with the average response time encouraged for local fire protection agencies
by the County, as set forth in Policy 4.I.2 of the County’s General Plan.8

Placer County Fire Department
Fire and rescue services to the BRSP and adjoining unincorporated areas are served by the
PCFD. The PCFD services are administered by the County OES and are responsible for fire
protection and rescue and emergency response services for approximately 475 square miles of
unincorporated area in Placer County. Fire prevention and protection in areas of Placer County
not served by independent fire protection districts or municipal fire departments are provided by
a combination of a contract with the CAL FIRE and eight volunteer companies, all operated by
CAL FIRE under the name PCFD. Services provided include fire suppression, emergency
medical, fire prevention, and rescue, among others. Additionally, PCFD, by way of its contract
with CAL FIRE, conducts fire inspections and assists with land development functions within the
PCFD service area. All fire agencies within Placer County operate under a mutual aid system,
defined as a pre-arranged plan and contract between agencies for reciprocal assistance upon
request by the first-response agency.
Currently, CAL FIRE employs 69 personnel that respond to PCFD calls for service, including 42
permanent personnel assigned to serve PCFD stations full-time. As noted above, the nearest
CAL FIRE station to the project site is Station 70, located approximately 4.93 miles northwest of
the project site.

Emergency Vehicle Access
Fire access can be described as the means by which firefighters can enter an area to quickly
mitigate a wildfire incident prior to spread to adjacent properties and critical infrastructure at risk.
The primary BRSP roadway, Bickford Ranch Road, would border the southern edge of the project
site. Access to the project site would be through a connection to Bickford Ranch Road. The main
emergency response route into the BRSP area and the project site would be Sierra College
Boulevard. Sierra College Boulevard is a public road that would connect to Bickford Ranch Road.
The existing and planned roads that would serve as primary evacuation routes during a wildfire
event would include SR 193, Sierra College Boulevard, Bickford Ranch Road, and School Ranch
Road.
Additionally, the BRSP area would also be served by a network of arterial, collector, and local
streets. Three BRSP Emergency Vehicle Access (EVA) roads would provide EVA to the project
site and would serve as secondary evacuation routes for the public, if and when Bickford Ranch
Road and the other primary roads in the area are obstructed or heavily congested during an
emergency. The BRSP EVA locations include (1) Clark Tunnel Road (north) to SR 193, which is
situated immediately northwest of the project site; (2) Clark Tunnel Road (south) at the southeast
corner of the BRSP area; and (3) the southernmost portion of the BRSP area to Woodsdale Court
in Penryn.

8.3

REGULATORY CONTEXT

The following sections provide a summary of the federal, State and local regulations pertaining to
wildfire that are applicable to the proposed project.

8

Phillips Consulting Services .The Ridge Subdivision Project Fire Safe Plan. September 2019, pg. 2-4.
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Federal Regulations
The following are the federal environmental laws relevant to wildfire.

Healthy Forest Reforestation Act
In recognition of widespread declining forest health, the Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA)
was passed in 2003 to expedite the development and implementation of hazardous fuel reduction
projects on federal land. A key component of the HFRA is the development of Community Wildfire
Protection Plans (CWPP) as a mechanism for public input and prioritization of fuel reduction
projects. A CWPP provides background information about a project area, discussion of
community values at risk, community base maps, a fire risk assessment, and recommendations
that identify treatment areas for reducing fuels and promoting education and awareness about
wildland fires, as well as monitoring and assessment strategies. The Placer County CWPP9
provides a comprehensive analysis of wildfire-related hazards and risks in the WUI areas covered
by the Greater Auburn Area, Foresthill/Iowa Hill, Lincoln, and Placer Sierra Fire Safe Councils
and includes recommendations to assist stakeholders in preventing and/or reducing the threat of
wildfires.

State Regulations
The following are the State environmental laws and policies relevant to wildfire.

State Responsibility Area
Pursuant to PRC Sections 4125-4128, the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection classifies all
lands in the State for the purposes of determining areas in which the financial responsibility of
preventing and suppressing wildfire is primarily the responsibility of the State. The classified lands
are termed SRA.

Fire Hazard Severity Zones
FHSZs are geographical areas designated pursuant to California PRC Sections 4201 through
4204 and classified as Very High, High, or Moderate in SRAs or as Local Agency Very High
FHSZs designated pursuant to California Government Code Sections 51175 through 51189.
The California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 14, Section 1280 entitles the maps of the
geographical areas as “Maps of the Fire Hazard Severity Zones in the State Responsibility Area
of California.”

California Public Resources Code Section 4291
California PRC Section 4291 sets forth minimum fire safety standards for development in or
adjoining mountainous areas and forest-covered lands. Provisions of California PRC Section
4291 that would apply to development of the proposed project include, but are not necessarily
limited to the following:



9

Defensible space must be maintained 100 feet from the side, front and rear of a structure,
or up to the property line where the property line is less than 100 feet from the structure;
Any tree, shrub, or other plant adjacent to or overhanging a building must be free of dead
or dying wood;
The roof of any structure must be free of leaves, needles, or other vegetative materials;

Placer County. Placer County Community Wildfire Protection Plan. December 2012.
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Prior to constructing a new building, the owner shall obtain a certification from the local
building official that the dwelling or structure, as proposed to be built, complies with all
applicable State and local building standards; and
Prior to final inspection approval of any building, the fire department must inspect the
building and the fire suppression facilities to certify that the fire suppression improvements
comply with the California Building Code and fire department service requirements.

California Building Code – Chapter 7A (Materials and Construction
Methods for Exterior Wildfire Exposure)
Chapter 7A of the California Building Code (CBC) includes definitions and standards for building
materials, systems, and/or assemblies to be used for the exterior design and construction of new
buildings located within a WUI Fire Area, which is defined by the CBC as a geographical area
identified by the State as a “Fire Hazard Severity Zone” in accordance with the PRC Sections
4201 through 4204 and Government Code Sections 51175 through 51189, or other areas
designated by the enforcing agency to be at a significant risk from wildfires.
Chapter 7A of the CBC is intended to establish minimum standards for the protection of life and
property by increasing the ability of a building located in any FHSZ within SRAs or any WUI Fire
Area to resist the intrusion of flames or burning embers projected by a vegetation fire and
contributes to a systematic reduction in conflagration losses. All new buildings to be located in a
FHSZ or WUI Fire Area designated by the enforcing agency for which an application for a building
permit is submitted on or after July 1, 2008 are required to comply with Chapter 7A of the CBC.
Examples of the Chapter 7A standards include, but are not limited to, use of ignition-resistant
materials, fire-intrusion design of roofing and vents, and use of glazed exterior windows and
doors.

Local Regulations
The following local goals and policies related to wildfire are applicable to the proposed project.

Placer County General Plan
The following applicable goals and policies related to wildfire are from the Placer County General
Plan.

Public Facilities and Services Element
Goal 4.I

To protect residents of and visitors to Placer County from injury and loss of life and
to protect property and watershed resources from fires.
Policy 4.I.1

The County shall encourage local fire protection agencies in
Placer County to maintain the following minimum fire
protection standards (expressed as Insurance Service
Organization (ISO) ratings):
a. ISO 4 in urban areas
b. ISO 6 in suburban areas
c. ISO 8 in rural areas

Policy 4.I.2

The County shall encourage local fire protection agencies in
the County to maintain the following standards (expressed
as average response times to emergency calls):
Chapter 8 – Wildfire
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a. 4 minutes in urban areas
b. 6 minutes in suburban areas
c. 10 minutes in rural areas
Policy 4.I.3

The County shall require new development to develop or
fund fire protection facilities, personnel, and operations and
maintenance that, at a minimum, maintains the above
service level standards.

Policy 4.I.4

The County shall work with local fire protection agencies to
identify key fire loss problems and design appropriate fire
safety education program to reduce fire incidents and
losses.

Policy 4.I.5

The County shall work with local fire protection agencies
and implement ordinances to control fire losses and fire
protection costs through continued use of automatic fire
detection, control, and suppression systems.

Policy 4.I.7

The County shall maintain and strengthen automatic aid
agreements to maximize efficient use of available
resources.

Policy 4.I.8

The County shall work with local fire protection agencies to
maintain a pre-fire planning program with selected high-risk
occupancies reviewed at least annually.

Policy 4.I.9

The County shall ensure that all proposed developments
are reviewed for compliance with fire safety standards by
responsible local fire agencies per the Uniform Fire Code
and other County and local ordinances.

Policy 4.I.10

The County shall work with local fire protection agencies to
inventory and eliminate structurally unsafe and firehazardous housing units that are beyond repair or
rehabilitation.

Policy 4.I.11

The County shall encourage local fire protection agencies to
provide and maintain advanced levels of emergency
medical services (EMS) to the public.

Health and Safety Element
Goal 8.C

To minimize the risk of loss of life, injury, and damage to property and watershed
resources resulting from unwanted fires.
Policy 8.C.1

The County shall ensure that development in high-fire
hazard areas is designed and constructed in a manner that
minimizes the risk from fire hazards and meets all applicable
state and County fire standards.
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Goal 8.E

Policy 8.C.2

The County shall require that discretionary permits for new
development in fire hazard areas be conditioned to include
requirements for fire-resistant vegetation, cleared fire
breaks, or a long-term comprehensive fuel management
program. Fire hazard reduction measures shall be
incorporated into the design of development projects in fire
hazard areas.

Policy 8.C.3

The County shall require that new development meets state,
County, and local fire district standards for fire protection.

Policy 8.C.4

The County shall refer development proposals in the
unincorporated County to the appropriate local fire agencies
for review for compliance with fire safety standards. If dual
responsibility exists, then both agencies shall review and
comment relative to their area of responsibility. If standards
are different or conflicting, the more stringent standards
shall be applied.

Policy 8.C.7

The County shall work with local fire protection agencies,
the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection,
and the U.S. Forest Service to promote the maintenance of
existing fuel breaks and emergency access routes for
effective fire suppression.

Policy 8.C.8

The County shall encourage and promote installation and
maintenance of smoke detectors in existing residences and
commercial facilities that were constructed prior to the
requirement for their installation.

Policy 8.C.9

The County shall work with local fire agencies to develop
high-visibility fire prevention programs, including those
offering voluntary home inspections and promoting
awareness of home fire prevention measures.

Policy 8.C.11

The County shall continue to work cooperatively with the
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection and
local fire protection agencies in managing wildland fire
hazards.

Policy 8.C.12

The County shall support annexations and consolidations of
fire districts and services to improve service delivery to the
public.

To ensure the maintenance of an Emergency Management Program to effectively
prepare for, respond to, recover from, and mitigate the effects of natural or
technological disasters.
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Policy 8.E.1

The County shall continue to maintain, periodically update,
and test the effectiveness of its Emergency Operations
Plan.

Placer County Government Code
The following applicable codes related to wildfire are from the Placer County Government Code.

Building Code
Buildings constructed within the project site would be subject to the current building standards
found in both the CBC and Chapter 15 of the Placer County Code. The PFPD enforces standards
associated with the installation of residential fire sprinkler systems and the installation of Class A
roofing materials within all residential units. Both State and local requirements would significantly
assist in reducing the threat of a wildfire spreading from undeveloped land to a nearby building.

Fire Code
Placer County has adopted the CBC, Title 24 of the CCR, and the California Fire Code (CFC)
(Sections 15.04.700 and 15.04.710 Fire Code Amendment). The CFC addresses emergency
access, access gates, sprinkler systems, fire alarms within buildings, and construction of access
roads to accommodate fire apparatus. The CFC requires that an automatic fire sprinkler and/or
fire extinguishing system be installed throughout new one- and two-family dwellings and
commercial buildings 3,600 square feet and larger.

Fire Prevention Code
Chapter 9, Article 9.32, Part 3 of the Placer County Code requires the maintenance of "fire breaks"
around structures and the clearing of roofs to prevent structural fires in the WUI. The provisions
would apply to all structures built within the project site.
Chapter 9, Article 9.32, Part 4 of the Placer County Code requires that hazardous vegetation be
abated on unimproved parcels in the County. Abatement of hazardous fuels is required if the
unimproved parcel is adjacent to an improved parcel where implementation of required defensible
space would extend onto the unimproved parcel. Abatement is also required along roads if, in the
opinion of the County fire warden, the presence of hazardous fuels constitutes a potential obstacle
to emergency access. The shaded fuel break on the adjacent La Faille Ranch property must be
compatible with the fire prevention code requirements.

Placer County Office of Emergency Services
Placer County’s OES provides emergency management services in cooperation with local cities
and special districts, including fire agencies. During an active incident, such as fire or flood, the
OES helps initiate first responses. The functions of the OES include emergency planning,
response, recovery, and mitigation, including preparation of a Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
(LHMP). The Placer County LHMP, which was updated in 2016, is a joint effort between Placer
County and 15 other jurisdictions, and is intended to guide hazard mitigation planning to reduce
the effects of hazard events, including wildfires.

Placer County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
The 2016 LHMP was prepared pursuant to the requirements of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000
so that Placer County would be eligible for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s
(FEMA) Pre-Disaster Mitigation and Hazard Mitigation Grant Programs as well as lower flood
insurance premiums. The LHMP is a multi-jurisdictional plan that geographically covers the entire
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area within Placer County’s jurisdictional boundaries. The six goals of the multi-hazard mitigation
plan are as follows:







Prevent future hazard related losses of life and property;
Increase public awareness/action of vulnerability of hazards;
Improve community emergency services/management capability;
Implement and complete identified high priority projects listed in the plan;
Pursue Multi-Objective Opportunities (MOO) whenever possible; and
Maintain FEMA eligibility/position jurisdictions for grant funding.

The purpose of LHMP is to guide hazard mitigation planning and to better protect the people and
property of the County from the effects of hazard events. The LHMP demonstrates the
community’s commitment to reducing risks from hazards and serves as a tool to help decision
makers direct mitigation activities and resources. Placer County is in the process of updating the
March 2016 LHMP.10

Placer County and Placer Operational Area Emergency Operations
Plan
The Placer County and Placer Operational Area Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) provides the
guidelines needed for emergency response planning, preparation, training and execution
throughout unincorporated Placer County.11 The EOP is applicable to any natural disaster or
manmade emergency occurring in or in the proximity of Placer County that affects, or may affect,
the unincorporated area of the County (or the entire operational area, should response require
coordination of the emergency response efforts of multiple agencies or jurisdictions). Emergency
events range from minor oil spills, brush fires and minor flooding to severe winter storms, floods,
wildland fires, earthquakes to countywide public health emergencies, all of which have potentially
catastrophic long-term public safety, economic, social and political implications.

Placer County Community Wildfire Protection Plan
The Placer County CWPP is the result of a community-wide planning effort that included extensive
field data gathering, compilation of existing documents and geographic information system (GIS)
data, and scientific analyses and recommendations designed to reduce the threat of wildfirerelated damages to values at risk. The CWPP provides valuable information related to wildfire to
citizens, policy makers, and public agencies throughout western Placer County. The primary goal
of the CWPP is to protect human life, private property, essential infrastructure and natural
resources through the implementation of fire prevention projects that work to increase public
awareness, improve forest health, sustain local wildlife and preserve the natural beauty of the
area through a shared responsibility concept. To that end, the CWPP identified recommendations
to aid stake-holders in preventing and/or reducing the threat of wildfire in the County.

Placer County Sustainability Plan
The County adopted the Placer County Sustainability Plan (PCSP) : A Greenhouse Gas Emission
Reduction Plan and Adaptation Strategy on January 28, 2020. The primary goal for the adaptation
component of the PCSP is to create a resilient Placer County that can adapt to the hazards
created or exacerbated by climate change. To accomplish this goal, the PCSP provides several
10
11

Placer County. Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Update. March 2016.
Placer County Office of Emergency Services. Placer County and Placer Operational Area Emergency Operations
Plan. Adopted December 14, 2010.
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goals, strategies, and actions that promote coordination among agencies, protection of buildings,
and implementation of mitigation measures to reduce wildfire activity in the County.
The following PCSP strategies and actions are related to wildfire.

Strategy WF-5
Require all new large development projects in Moderate, High, or Very High Fire Hazard Severity
Zones to have multiple points of ingress and egress to improve evacuations and emergency
response access.

Strategy WF-7
Explore requiring fire-safe improvements before issuing a building permit or other formal approval
for significant retrofits to buildings in identified Very High and High Fire Hazard Severity Zones,
including installation of sprinklers and fire-safe exterior materials as feasible.

Action 1
Coordinate with the Placer County Fire Safe Alliance and local Fire Safe Councils to encourage
new and existing planned developments in the WUI and other areas with elevated wildfire risk to
join the Placer County Firewise Communities program.

8.4

IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

The following section describes the standards of significance and methodology used to analyze
and determine the proposed project’s potential impacts related to wildfire. In addition, a discussion
of the project’s impacts, as well as mitigation measures, where necessary, is presented.

Standards of Significance
Consistent with Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, Section XX, Wildfire, determination of
significant impacts related to wildfire is based on whether the proposed project would result in any
of the following, if located in or near SRAs or lands classified as Very High FHSZs:





Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan;
Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby
expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled
spread of a wildfire;
Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment; or
Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes.

Method of Analysis
The impact analysis contained in this chapter is primarily based on the FSP prepared for the
proposed project (see Appendix G to this EIR). The FSP was prepared to identify and provide
measures to minimize the risk of wildland fires within and adjacent to the developed project site,
as well as to help ensure adequate access is available to fire-prone areas in the event of a fire.
The FSP also provides recommended action items to address and reduce the potential effects of
wildfire at the project site and/or in the vicinity. As part of the FSP preparation, four technical
memoranda were prepared by Ronald A. Phillips of Phillips Consulting Services, former Fire Chief
with 35 years of experience in fire services in California. The technical memoranda include the
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following: Fire Risk Analysis; Hazardous Fuel Reduction Plan and Recommended Maintenance
Frequency; Wildfire Evacuation Planning and Fire Safety Zones; and Fire Safety Plan
Recommendations. The information, analysis, and measures identified in the FSP are based on
the memoranda, which are included with the FSP in Appendix G to this EIR.
The FSP includes a risk analysis of the project site, which was performed to determine the relative
risk of wildfire associated with the project site, the extent of the wildfire hazards present on-site,
and applicable mitigation measures as outlined in NFPA Standard No. 1144, Assessing Wildland
Fire Hazards in the Structure Ignition Zone. Risk factors examined include the following:











Fire Hazard Severity Rating;
Local fire department capabilities;
Local fire history;
Size/Configuration of the WUI adjacent to the project site;
Proximity of proposed structures within the project site to the WUI;
Building construction in compliance with CBC Chapter 7A;
Defensible space in compliance with PRC Section 4291;
Emergency access to the WUI;
Water supply for fire suppression; and
Critical assets/infrastructure at risk.

The fire risk factor scoring for the project site is shown in Table 8-2. When analyzing individual
fire risk factor ratings within the project area, the risk analysis used the following terms:





Low Risk – Fire risk factors present typically do not support rapid fire spread;
Moderate Risk – Fire risk factors present may support moderate fire spread, but burning
ember distribution is limited to less than 0.5-mile;
High Risk – Fire risk factors present may support rapid fire spread and ember distribution
beyond 0.5-mile; and
Very High Risk – Fire risk factors present may support extreme fire spread and intensity.

The overall risk rating levels are described as Low (zero to 29), Moderate (30 to 59), High (60 to
79), or Very High (80 to 100). Based on the proposed project’s total risk factor rating of 57, the
overall wildfire risk rating for the project site is Moderate.
As discussed above, the project site is classified as a Moderate FHSZ by CAL FIRE and could be
served by the PFPD within the average response time encouraged for local fire protection
agencies by the County. Thus, a “Moderate” rating was given for local fire department capabilities.
Due to the local fire history within the project vicinity, as discussed above, a “Moderate” rating
was given for local fire history. As noted in Impact 8-5 below, response times would be further
improved upon completion of a new fire station planned for the BRSP area, which is anticipated
to serve The Ridge project upon completion of construction.
The fire risk factor associated with the “Size/Configuration of the WUI” should be considered
“High,” unless adequate preparedness measures are undertaken by the proposed project and
subsequent property owners. Such measures include all structures being constructed to resist
exterior wildfire exposure and adequate defensible space being maintained within 300 feet of
buildings facing the La Faille Ranch property. See the discussion under Impact 8-2 for further
details.
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Table 8-2
Fire Risk Factor Rating for The Ridge Project
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Risk Factor
Fire Hazard Severity Rating
Local Fire Department
Capabilities
Local Fire History
Size/Configuration of the WUI
Proximity of Structures to WUI
Building Construction Meets
CBC Chapter 7A
Defensible Space Complies
with PRC Section 4291
Emergency Access to WUI
Water Supply for Fire
Suppression
Critical Assets/Infrastructure
at Risk
Total

Low
0-3
-

Moderate
4-6
6

High
7-8
-

Very
High
9-10
-

Total
6

-

6

-

-

6

-

6
-

7
7

-

6
7
7

-

6

-

-

6

-

6

-

-

6

-

6

-

-

6

-

6

-

-

6

1

-

-

-

1

1

42

14

0

57/100

Source: Phillips Consulting Services. The Ridge Subdivision Project Fire Safe Plan. September 2019.

The fire risk factor associated with the “Proximity of Structures to the WUI” should be considered
“High,” unless adequate preparedness measures are undertaken. Such measures include
maintaining a 30-foot setback between the primary structure and the WUI Zone and limiting the
use of combustible materials such as accessory structures, decks cantilevered over the rear-yard
natural slope, and other uses that can contribute to fire spread. See the discussion under Impact
8-2 for further details.
The fire risk factor associated with “Building Construction Meets CBC Chapter 7A” and
“Defensible Space Complies with PRC Section 4291” should be considered “Moderate.”
Preparedness actions such as ensuring all structures constructed on a property meet current CBC
standards, providing adequate defensible space, and the construction and maintenance of a
shaded fuel break would limit the risk of wildfire impacts. See the discussion under Impact 8-2 for
further details.
The fire risk factor associated with “Emergency Access to WUI” should be considered “Moderate.”
Details regarding proposed EVA are presented under Impact 8-1.
The risk factor associated with “Water Supply for Fire Suppression” should be considered
“Moderate”. Reliability and maintenance of the water supply is a key factor for the water supply
system to work as designed during the height of a wildfire. As discussed in further detail under
Impact 8-3, the proposed project is expected to meet the required fire flow demands, minimum
operating pressures, and storage capacity to support fire suppression activities during a wildfire.
The proposed project would include eight fire hydrants that would be distributed across the site
to provide firefighters access to a fire hydrant quickly. All dwellings constructed as part of the
proposed project would be protected by a residential fire sprinkler system meeting current CBC
design standards, which would reduce the risk of interior fires once a residence is occupied.
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The fire risk factor associated with “Critical Assets/Infrastructure at Risk” should be considered
“Low”. The only identified infrastructure site of concern during a wildfire impacting the area is the
Placer County Water Agency’s (PCWA) Caperton Canal. The canal provides raw water for
municipal water and irrigation purposes in the area and may serve both the BRSP area and the
proposed project.
The FSP notes that the risk factor ratings do not imply that a community is at greater or less risk
due to the overall rating. Fires can, and do, cause significant damage to property even when they
occur in areas that may receive an overall low or moderate rating. Failure to maintain adequate
defensible space, critical fire weather conditions, and/or lack of available fire suppression
resources due to other emergency incidents may cause a fire to increase in intensity and spread
beyond the capabilities of firefighters on scene.

Project-Specific Impacts and Mitigation Measures
The following discussion of impacts is based on the implementation of the proposed project in
comparison with the standards of significance identified above.

8-1

Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan. Based on the analysis below, the
impact is less than significant.
Placer County does not have an adopted emergency evacuation plan; however, the
County does have an adopted LHMP and EOP. While the plans do not identify officially
designated evacuation routes, as noted above, the LHMP and EOP are intended to
provide emergency resources and plans in response to local hazards such as wildfires.
According to the FSP, the primary evacuation routes in the project area would include
SR 193, Sierra College Boulevard, Bickford Ranch Road, and School Ranch Road.
Sierra College Boulevard would connect to Bickford Ranch Road, which would serve
as the primary arterial ingress/egress to the project site. As detailed in the FSP, an
evacuation of the project site would be expected to displace fewer than 89 residents,
based on the same 2.6 persons per household factor used for the BRSP and the
project’s proposed 34 residential lots. In addition, most evacuations due to a wildfire
threat are anticipated to be less than 12 hours in duration. Given the capacity of SR
193 and Sierra College Boulevard (about 5,400 vehicles per hour), the number of
additional vehicles on area roadways associated with the proposed project during an
evacuation event would not substantially affect emergency response, emergency
evacuation operations, and/or vehicle speeds on the aforementioned roadways or
others in the region.12
A gated, 20-foot-wide paved EVA road would connect the proposed internal private
residential street with Bickford Ranch Road. The EVA road would be located between
Lots 9 and 10, near the southwest portion of the site. Two locked gates for additional
EVA purposes would be included as part of the proposed boundary fencing to allow
access to and from the project’s private lanes to the access roads designed along or
near the project’s common boundaries within the BRSP development. One gated EVA

12

Fehr and Peers. Memorandum: The Ridge Subdivision – Response to Comments (Raney Planning &
Management). August 6, 2020.
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is proposed in the northwestern portion of the site, near Lot 31, and another gated
EVA is proposed in the northeastern portion of the site, near Lot 32. In addition, the
proposed project would connect to the planned EVAs in the BRSP, including Clark
Tunnel Road (north) to SR 193, immediately northwest of the project site, Clark Tunnel
Road (south) at the southeast corner of the BRSP area, and at the southernmost
portion of the BRSP area to Woodsdale Court in Penryn. The BRSP EVA roads would
provide necessary EVA to the project site and could serve as secondary evacuation
routes for future project residents, if necessary, in the event that Bickford Ranch Road
and other primary roads in the vicinity of the project site become obstructed or heavily
congested during a wildfire event (see Figure 8-2). Furthermore, during evacuation
events, emergency responders would provide active traffic control at intersections, and
may close roads, provide detours for through traffic, and/or actively manage available
travel lanes to facilitate evacuation away from the emergency.
The project’s main road would be 40 feet in width and would meet the fire apparatus
access requirements found in the CFC. In addition, the two private lanes serving Lots
29 through 31 and Lots 32 through 34 would be 20 feet in width with a 24-foot-wide
private easement, meeting the fire apparatus access requirements found in the CFC.
Thus, all internal roadways proposed as part of the project would be at least 40 feet in
width, which is substantially wide enough to accommodate emergency vehicles. The
proposed gated access would be required to comply with the emergency vehicle
access conditions established by Section 15.04.580 of the Placer County Code. All
proposed access routes within the project site have been reviewed and approved by
PFPD and CAL FIRE as part of the preliminary project review process. If any changes
are made to the proposed design with respect to width or turning radius, the changes
would be reviewed by PFPD and CAL FIRE prior to final approval. Accordingly, the
proposed project would provide adequate emergency access to the project site and
would not be expected to conflict with any potential evacuation routes.
Furthermore, Action Item 12 of the FSP requires the project applicant and/or the future
homeowners association (HOA) of The Ridge to provide a mechanism for distributing
information to new homeowners that:







Encourages homeowners to subscribe to Placer Alert to receive emergency
notifications;
Provides new homeowners with CAL FIRE’s Ready, Set, Go! pamphlet;
Provides public safety updates and fire-related information in HOA forums,
such as an HOA website, newsletters, and/or at HOA meetings, as needed,
including links to OES and/or other appropriate emergency websites during
emergencies;
Encourages homeowners to assemble Emergency Supply Kits, with one kept
in the house, one in the car, and one for pets;
Encourages homeowners to have fire extinguishers on hand, with everyone in
the household trained to use them; to keep emergency contact numbers and a
portable radio handy; and to know evacuation routes and shelter locations; and
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Figure 8-2
2015 BRSP Addendum Circulation Plan
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Provides an exhibit to each homeowner showing evacuations routes, with SR
193, Sierra College Boulevard, Bickford Ranch Road, and School Ranch Road
identified as the primary community evacuation routes for The Ridge residents,
and routes from the project site to the aforementioned evacuation routes and
locations of temporary refuge areas also identified. The exhibit must be made
available as part of the new homeowner information packet and through The
Ridge HOA newsletter or website, if available.

Based on the above, the proposed project would not impair implementation of the
LHMP, EOP, or an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan.
Therefore, a less-than-significant impact would occur.

Mitigation Measure(s)
None required.

8-2

Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate
wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to,
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled
spread of a wildfire. Based on the analysis below and with
implementation of mitigation, the impact is less than
significant.
Based on the risk analysis conducted for the proposed project in the FSP, which
accounted for slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, the overall wildfire risk rating
for the project site was determined to be “Moderate.” As detailed in the Method of
Analysis section above, the project site was assessed against 10 risk factors to
determine the property’s overall wildfire risk rating. Among the factors evaluated, the
size and configuration of the WUI Zone and proximity of proposed structures to the
WUI Zone were considered to be “High” risk factors, unless adequate preparedness
measures are undertaken. All other risk factors were determined to be “Moderate,”
with the exception of critical assets/infrastructure at risk, which was found to be “Low”
due to the presence of only one infrastructure site of concern in the area (the Caperton
Canal).
Fire spread during a wildfire is typically from one or more ignition sources. The most
likely ignition factors present during a wildfire are direct flame impingement on
combustible materials, such as building construction supplies or ember broadcast that
ignites combustible materials on or near a structure. Buildings in the WUI Zone are at
greater risk of damage or loss as a result of fire spread through either surface burning
or ember broadcast. Building separation between the building envelope and the
adjoining WUI must be maintained in order to reduce the threat of a wildfire damaging
individual structures or multiple structures. For development within a fire hazard zone,
State and local laws and regulations require measures to reduce the risk of buildings
igniting or fire spreading.
As stated previously, the hillside area encompassing the project site has been
designated a WUI Zone, should buildings be constructed in the area. The WUI Zone
includes the following undeveloped areas that could increase risk of fire spreading to
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the project site: the La Faille Ranch area to the north of the project site, an
approximately 125-acre designated open space area proposed for the BRSP to the
west, and an approximately 80-acre designated open space area proposed for the
BRSP to the east. Lots 15 to 25 and Lots 29 to 34 of the proposed project would be
located in the WUI Zone, as the lots are situated adjacent to the forested slopes that
ascend toward the project site from the La Faille Ranch property. In addition, the open
space and undeveloped areas north of Bickford Ranch Road near the project site are
of concern. Due to their location within the WUI Zone, Lots 15 to 25 and Lots 29 to 34
would be the most vulnerable among the proposed project’s lots to wildfires (see
Figure 8-3). The PFPD has issued a Will Serve letter for the proposed project,
confirming that the project has been reviewed and approved, upon the condition that
the project meet all applicable requirements necessary for maintaining fire protection
and evacuation operations. However, it is anticipated that the proposed project would
be served by the BRSP Fire Station, once constructed.
The proposed project would be required to comply with all applicable State and local
standards and regulations associated with development within a fire hazard zone,
including all applicable PRC and CBC standards, which would require installation of
sprinklers in residential buildings, use of ignition-resistant materials, fire-intrusion
design of roofing and vents, and use of glazed exterior windows and doors, among
other items. For example, Section 4291 of the California PRC requires property owners
to maintain a 100-foot defensible space perimeter around all structures on their
property (or 100 feet from structure to the property line, whichever is closer) if the
property is in proximity to forests, grasslands, or similar undeveloped areas.
Defensible space on each lot is the responsibility of the individual property owner.
Placer County Code Section 9.32.120 would extend the requirements set forth in
Section 4291 for the proposed project to the La Faille Ranch property, as the
undeveloped land on the property constitutes an extra hazardous fire condition based
on consultation with the PFPD and CAL FIRE officials.
Furthermore, the PFPD and CAL FIRE would require the construction and ongoing
maintenance of a Modified Shaded Fuel Break (MSFB) to protect the structures and
population in the project site and vicinity from an advancing wildfire (see Figure 8-3).
The MSFB, as reviewed and approved by PFPD and CAL FIRE, would originate at the
rear property line of Lots 15 to 25 and Lots 29 to 34 and extend nominally 300 feet into
the La Faille Ranch undeveloped land area. The 300-foot MSFB would reduce
hazardous live and dead vegetation near the project site to reduce the risks of
uncontrollable wildfires. Maintenance of the MSFB would be the responsibility of The
Ridge HOA and require recordation of the Fuel Management Zone easement, along
with a right-of-entry approval for the adjoining property owner. Maintenance of the
open space/detention basin lot at the northwest corner of the subdivision would also
be subject to ongoing fuel management, which would be carried out by the HOA.
In addition, the FSP includes a number of action items intended to address specific
elements of the proposed project and would further reduce the risk of damage due to
a wildfire and/or the spread of wildfire throughout the project site and into adjacent
areas. For example, Action Items 5 through 7 of the FSP would require a number of
safety measures specific to Lots 15 through 25 and Lots 29 through 34, including
minimum setback requirements, use of non-combustible building materials, and
compliance with CBC design standards.
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Figure 8-3
The Ridge Lots Within the WUI Zone

Modified Shaded
Fuel Break

Lots in WUI
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The Fuel Management Plan described in Action Item 9 of the FSP is presented in
Technical Memorandum #2, included in Appendix G to this EIR. The Fuel Management
Plan serves as a master plan for the implementation of wildfire safeguards in the
project vicinity and includes the following fuel management elements:





Defensible Space Requirements, as identified in PRC Section 4291 and Placer
County Code Chapter 9, Article 9.32, Parts 3 and 4;
MSFB Requirements;
Fuel Management on Vacant Properties and During Construction; and
Fuel Management Maintenance Frequency.

The term “defensible space” refers to reducing the wildfire vulnerability in WUI Zones
by actions that would decrease the potential of heat, flames and embers spreading to
structures. Defensible space work would be performed around structures within two
zone areas, based on the fire risk reduction efforts necessary to protect occupants and
the property. Zone 1 would include areas within zero to 30 feet from dwellings, decks,
and other structures. Defensible space efforts in Zone 1 would include using fireresistant landscape materials as recommended by PFPD and CAL FIRE. Zone 2
would encompass areas within 30 to 100 feet from structures or to the property line,
with defensible space efforts consisting of the cutting of annual grasses down to a
height of four inches or less, creating 10-foot horizontal spacing between shrubs and
trees, removing debris piles of dead materials, and the removal of ground ladder fuels
within 10 feet of the ground between shrubs and trees. Dead trees and shrubs would
be removed.
The MSFB Requirements Element refers to the proposed project’s MSFB criteria,
established in accordance with PFPD and CAL FIRE standards. Fuel maintenance
would occur as frequently as necessary to ensure proper reduction of vegetation
height, and no less than once per year, according to the Fire Safe Plan (see Appendix
G) prepared for the project. Maintenance criteria would include grazing or cutting of
annual grasses down to a height of four inches or less and the removal of dead and
diseased trees, debris, and tree limbs on live trees up to a height of 10 feet above the
ground. Understory fuels over a foot in height would be removed in order to develop
vertical separation and low horizontal continuity of fuels. The cutting of vegetation
materials would be done with equipment featuring CAL FIRE-approved spark
arrestors. The removal of annual grasses and other fine fuels would be completed
through the use of plastic string weed trimmers equipped with PFPD- or CAL FIREapproved spark arrestors.
The Fuel Management on Vacant Properties and During Construction Element
addresses the significant fire risk posed by vacant or under construction parcels
adjacent to structures. To address the threat of fire, a 100-foot defensible space zone
would be established and maintained between developed parcels and adjacent
undeveloped parcels or during construction activities. Additionally, as constructionrelated work such as welding and other “hot work” activities could pose an increased
risk of fire ignition, leading to a significant wildfire risk, construction activities would
conform to the current CFC provision required by PFPD and CAL FIRE.
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The Fuel Management Maintenance Frequency Element refers to the fuel
management maintenance required on an annual or otherwise noted frequency. The
success in minimizing wildfire risk in the project vicinity would depend on the
coordination of fuel management work between The Ridge HOA, PFPD, CAL FIRE
staff, and the adjacent land owner(s) to complete fuel management maintenance
projects, such as annual inspection of the MSFB, removal and trimming of annual
grasses, and removal of debris and/or dead or dying trees, in a timely fashion.
Implementation of the Fuel Management Plan would reduce the risk of a wildfire
damaging structures within the project site. Based on the above, compliance with all
applicable standards and regulations, as well as the action items set forth in the FSP,
including the Fuel Management Plan, would ensure that the proposed project would
not exacerbate wildfire risks and/or expose project occupants to pollutant
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. However, without
compliance with the action items set forth in the FSP, the proposed project could result
in a significant impact.
In addition, because primary and emergency access to The Ridge site would be
through the BRSP and response to incidents in The Ridge subdivision are expected
to be provided by the BRSP Fire Station, as the closest responding mutual aid fire
station, the County shall condition the project, if approved, to require the following
payment:


Fire Protection Facility Fee: A fire protection facility fee (Fire Fee) shall be
established for The Ridge project for its fair share costs of the design,
construction, and equipping of the BRSP Fire Station on the Fire Station Site
as mitigation of impacts to Placer County Fire to provide mutual aid fire
services to The Ridge project. The developer shall pay to the County a Fire
Fee of $1,862.12 (estimated) per residential building permit (paid at building
permit issuance). The Fire Fee shall be adjusted annually by the 20-city
Construction Cost Index (CCI), as reported in the Engineering News Record.
The Fire Fee shall be subject to an administration fee component, which shall
not exceed three percent of the Fire Fee.
The County shall collect the Fire Fee and place it into a segregated account
for the sole purpose of constructing and equipping the Fire Station (Fire Fee
Account).

Mitigation Measure(s)
The project site is currently located on land that is classified as being within a Moderate
FHSZ by CAL FIRE. According to the FSP, CAL FIRE and the Penryn Fire Protection
District (PFPD) have designated the hillside area encompassing the project site as a
potential WUI Zone, should buildings be constructed in the area. The canyons in the
area have steep topography on both sides of the drainage and extensive vegetation
and tree canopies in most areas, which creates the potential for rapid wildfire growth
that could quickly reach the project site. The open space and undeveloped areas are
also of concern to CAL FIRE and the PFPD due to the steep slopes of the adjacent
canyon that limit fire apparatus access and which could potentially create a “chimney
effect” condition during intense wildland fire activity. Implementation of the following
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mitigation measure is required to ensure that the project would not exacerbate wildfire
risks, and thereby expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire
or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire, thus, ensuring the potential impact would be
reduced to a less-than-significant level.
8-2

In conjunction with the submittal of and prior to the approval of Improvement
Plans, the applicant shall submit a Fuel Management Program (FMP) for
review and approval by CAL FIRE, PFPD, and Placer County Community
Development Resource Agency. The FMP shall identify roles,
responsibilities, and financial resources to ensure successful
implementation of Actions 1-12 of The Ridge Subdivision Project Fire Safe
Plan, as follows:
Action #1:

Applicant shall consult with the PFPD during preparation
of improvement plans for the Medium Density Residential
development and individual site plans for the Low Density
Residential parcels. Issues to be addressed during the
planning process shall include, but would not be limited to:
 Fire apparatus access,
 Available water supply,
 Evacuation routes, and
 Safe refuge areas.

Action #2:

The project lanes, private road, and project EVAs shall be
constructed to PFPD and CAL FIRE standards. If any
changes are made to the proposed design with respect to
width or turning radius, the changes shall be reviewed by
PFPD and CAL FIRE prior to final approval.

Action #3:

Fire hydrants serving the site shall be provided at the
following locations in the project site, or equivalent
locations, subject to approval by PCWA and Placer
County ESD:
 Along the private road near Lots 14/15,
 Along the private road near Lots 18/19,
 Along the private road near Lots 21/22,
 Along the private road near Lots 24/25,
 In the turnaround along the private lane at Lot 30,
 In the turnaround along the private lane at Lot 33,
 In the turnout along the private lane at Lot 33/34,
and
 In the turnaround along the private lane at Lot 34.
In addition, as required by State law, all residences shall
have sprinkler systems installed.

Action #4:

Individual building sprinkler systems used for fire
suppression shall remain operable and shall be
maintained by the individual homeowners at all times.
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Action #5:

All structures constructed on lots facing the WUI Zone
(i.e., Lots 15 through 25 and 29 through 34) shall have a
minimum 30-foot setback from the rear project line.
Setback areas may contain driveways, parking areas,
and/or other non-combustible surfaces.

Action #6:

Fencing materials located along side and rear yard
property lines facing the WUI on The Ridge Subdivision
Lots 15 through 25 and 29 through 34 shall be constructed
of non-combustible materials.

Action #7:

Dwellings located on Project Lots 15 through 25 and 29
through 34 shall be constructed and maintained in
accordance with the current design standards found in
California Building Code Chapter 7A (Materials and
Construction Methods for Exterior Wildfire Exposure).

Action #8:

This Fuel Management Program shall ensure
implementation of the Fuel Management Plan and MSFB.
The Program shall be designed to:
 Provide administrative oversight and coordination of
fuel management projects within the project area.
 Confirm that fuel management projects are
identified, scheduled and completed in accordance
with the Fuel Management Plan (see Action #9).
 Coordinate the use of resources (e.g., crews,
mechanical equipment, domestic livestock, etc.) that
are most appropriate for the fuel management work
that is required.
 Ensure that sensitive biological resources within
each area are identified in advance of the fuel
management project. Complete pre/post project
inspections of these areas to safeguard sensitive
areas from damage and/or destruction.
 Verify that each fuel management project has
sufficient fiscal resources available to it using
industry best practices that are most appropriate for
the project area.
 Ensure the safe disposal (e.g., hauling it to a landfill,
chipping/mulching on site, etc.) of biomass materials
removed as part of a fuel management project.

Action #9:

The Ridge Fuel Management Plan (FMP) described in
Technical Memorandum #2 (TM #2, June 7, 2021, in
Appendix A of the FSP, included in Appendix G to this
EIR) shall be implemented by the Project Applicant during
project construction and until the project is fully developed
and occupied. Upon acquiring a parcel, the parcel owner
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shall become responsible for complying with the
defensible space requirements of the FMP (and any and
all State or local laws and regulations governing fuel
maintenance on private property). After construction,
maintenance activities within the common lots and the
MSFB shall be the responsibility of the Homeowners
Association (HOA) (see Action #10). The FMP shall be
adequately funded to ensure that all hazardous fuel
reduction work is completed per the prescription
requirements identified in TM #2.
Action #10: A 300-foot-wide MSFB that reduces hazardous live and
dead vegetation near the project site shall be constructed
and maintained in accordance with the FMP in the canyon
below project Lots 15 through 25 and 29 through 34. The
MSFB shall meet the following criteria:
 The construction of the shaded fuel break shall
commence at the property line between the lot(s)
and adjoining LaFaille Ranch property.
 The MSFB shall extend nominally 300 feet except
when variances are allowed due to topographical
issues, sensitive cultural resources present, or
environmental concerns.
 The shaded fuel break shall be constructed and
accepted by PFPD and CAL FIRE prior to the
issuance of the first building permit within the project
site. See TM #2 of the Fire Safe Plan for shaded fuel
break prescriptive requirements. Maintenance of
annual grasses within the MSFB shall be
accomplished preferably by grazing, or, if grazing is
not feasible or sufficient, then other equipment may
be allowable, while taking care to safeguard
sensitive areas from damage and/or destruction, as
required in Mitigation Measure 6-6(b) of the
Biological Resources chapter.
 A “Fuel Management Zone” easement shall be
recorded on the LaFaille Ranch property that is
subject of the MSFB. The easement shall allow right
of entry to conduct fuel management activities in
perpetuity.
Action #11: All hazardous fuels, including annual grasses and dead
vegetation, on undeveloped lots within the project site
shall be reduced to four inches or less during CAL FIRE
declared fire season.
Action #12: The Ridge HOA shall provide a mechanism for distributing
public fire safety information such as a website,
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newsletter, and/or at HOA meetings. The information to be
distributed is set forth in the Fire Safe Plan (Action #12).
In addition, the applicant shall coordinate with the Placer County Fire
Safe Alliance and local Fire Safe Councils to join the Placer County
Firewise Communities program.

8-3

Require the installation or maintenance of associated
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water
sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate
fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts
to the environment. Based on the analysis below, the impact
is less than significant.
The proposed project would include installation of various infrastructure components,
including roadways, fuel breaks, connection to emergency water sources, power lines,
and other utilities. All potential physical environmental impacts that could result from
implementation of the proposed project have been evaluated throughout the technical
chapters of this EIR, as well as within the Initial Study prepared for the proposed
project (see Appendix C).
The proposed roadways would not exacerbate fire risks, as the Placer County Code
requires a ten-foot vegetation clearance next to roadsides to reduce fire hazards.
Similarly, once the fuel break area is established, regular maintenance of the area
would involve the removal and reduction of hazardous fuels, which would reduce the
potential for fire to spread to the project site. Additionally, pursuant to County
standards, power lines and other utilities constructed for the proposed project would
be undergrounded, which would reduce fire risks during operations. As noted above,
structures associated with the proposed project would also comply with standards set
forth in Chapter 7A of the CBC, including use of ignition-resistant materials, fireintrusion design of roofing and vents, and use of glazed exterior windows and doors.
Therefore, the proposed infrastructure improvements associated with the project
would not substantially exacerbate wildfire risk.
Water provided for fire suppression would be provided through a new 18-inch water
transmission pipeline in Bickford Ranch Road, two aboveground water storage tanks
within the BRSP, and proposed fire hydrants within the project site. The 18-inch
pipeline would meet and/or exceed fire flow requirements of 1,000 gallons per minute
at 20 pounds per square inch gauge for two hours as identified in the CFC. As noted
in the 2015 Addendum to the BRSP EIR, the water storage system would consist of
an aboveground tank located on Parcel PF-4 on the western side of the BRSP and an
aboveground tank on Parcel PF-3 on the eastern side.13 Both tanks would meet fire
flow requirements. The fire hydrants within the project site would meet all applicable
PCWA, PFPD, and CAL FIRE requirements. Long-term maintenance and operation of
the emergency water supply infrastructure would not involve any activities that would
result in an increase in wildfire risk.

13

Placer County Community Development Resource Agency. Environmental Review Checklist: Bickford Ranch
Specific Plan Amendment. October 2015.
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While the long-term maintenance of the proposed roadways, fuel breaks, emergency
water supply connections, power lines, and other utilities would not exacerbate fire
risks, the activities associated with the initial construction and placement of the utilities
and infrastructure could cause a temporary increase in fire risks due to the use of
heavy equipment, which would contain combustible materials such as fuels and oils
and ignition sources. However, the project contractor would be required to comply with
all California Health and Safety Codes and local County ordinances regulating the
handling, storage, and transportation of hazardous materials, which would help to
minimize the potential for accidental conditions, including fire. Furthermore, as
discussed above, the Fuel Management Plan’s Fuel Management on Vacant
Properties/During Construction Element requires that a 100-foot defensible space
zone be established and maintained between developed parcels and adjacent
undeveloped parcels or during construction activities. All construction-related work
such as welding or other “hot work” activities that have the potential to increase risk of
fire ignition, leading to a significant wildfire risk, would be required to comply with the
current CFC provision required by PFPD and CAL FIRE. Compliance with the Fuel
Management Plan would reduce the fire risk posed by vacant parcels or parcels under
construction adjacent to structures.
Based upon the above, the proposed project would have a less-than-significant
impact with respect to requiring the installation or maintenance of associated
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing
impacts to the environment.

Mitigation Measure(s)
None required.

8-4

Expose people or structures to significant risks, including
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result
of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes.
Based on the analysis below, the impact is less than
significant.
Wildfires alter landscapes and can result in post-event hazards triggered primarily by
rainfall. Rainfall that is normally captured and stored by vegetation can run off almost
instantly, causing creeks and drainage areas to flood much sooner during a storm and
with more water than is expected under unburned conditions. Soils burned at moderate
and high severity tend to have reduced infiltration capacity and are more easily eroded.
The potential post-fire flooding, soil erosion, and debris flows can impact recreational
areas, homes, structures, roads, and other infrastructure within, adjacent to, and
downstream from burned areas.
Wildfire-related flooding and increased runoff may continue for several years in a burn
area. However, post-fire debris flows do not typically occur beyond the second rainy
season. Some of the largest debris-flow events happen during the first post-fire storm
season. While multiple factors can affect debris-flow occurrence, post-fire debris flows
generally are triggered by one of two processes: surface erosion caused by rainfall
runoff; and landsliding caused by rainfall seeping into the ground. Surface-erosion
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runoff processes are by far the most prevalent contributors to debris flows. Landsliding
contributes less to fire-related debris flow, but prolonged heavy rains may increase soil
moisture even after a wildfire.14 The wetted soil can then fail, producing infiltrationtriggered landslides. The landslides could be shallow or deep-seated (i.e., greater than
10 to 15 feet deep).
The proposed project would be located atop a ridge with a steep canyon towards the
north. The canyon, known as the La Faille Ranch property, is not currently inhabited.
The nearest single-family residences associated with BRSP Phase 1 buildout would
be approximately 1,000 feet west of the western site boundary. Therefore, the project
would not expose existing inhabitable structures or residents to significant risks.
However, the Caperton Canal is located immediately north of the project site, at the
top of the canyon. Thus, the analysis focuses on whether the project/project site could
be subject to downslope flooding or landslides as a result of runoff or post-fire
instability that could result in damage to the Caperton Canal.
While the project site is located at the top of a topographical drainage that forms a
canyon with steep slopes bordering the property, the southern portion of the site, which
would include Lots 1 to 12 and Lots 26 to 28, and the outer edges of the western and
eastern arms of the horseshoe-shaped site are relatively flat to gently sloping. As
discussed in the Initial Study prepared for the proposed project (see Appendix C to
this EIR), the Geotechnical Exploration prepared for the project determined that based
on site observations, topographic and lithologic data, subsurface data, and regional
geology, the overall potential for landslides, lateral spreading, subsidence, or other
unstable soil conditions at the site is low to negligible. In addition, the proposed project
would adhere to the building setbacks set forth in the County-approved BRSP
Development Standards (see Table 3-1 in the Project Description chapter of this EIR)
and all applicable standards and regulations as required by the State, which would
ensure lots nearest to the slopes (Lots 15 to 25 and Lots 29 to 34) would not be
vulnerable to post-fire slope instability should the canyon area be subject to a wildfire
event. As a result, the potential for project structures to slide into the Caperton Canal
as a result of post-fire slope instability is not a significant risk.
The Caperton Canal is located within an approximately 30-foot-wide easement that is
designed to allow access to the canal for maintenance and repair purposes. The canal
easement is located between 54 feet and 150 feet from the building setback line on
Lots 15 to 25 and Lots 29 to 34. The easement area contains annual grassland and
other vegetation, which could allow for fire spread. However, as discussed under
Impact 8-2 and required by Mitigation Measure 8-2, the proposed project would
implement The Ridge Fuel Management Plan described in Technical Memorandum
#2, which would ensure that all hazardous fuel reduction work is completed per the
prescription requirements identified therein. In accordance with the Fuel Management
Plan, a 300-foot-wide MSFB would be constructed and maintained in the canyon below
Lots 15 to 25 and Lots 29 to 34, which would reduce hazardous live and dead
vegetation near the project site. Thus, the MSFB would reduce exposure of Caperton
Canal to wildfires spreading up the canyon and subjecting the Canal to potential risks
14

U.S. Geological Survey. Post-Fire Flooding and Debris Flow. Available at: https://www.usgs.gov/centers/cawater/science/post-fire-flooding-and-debris-flow?qt-science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects.
Accessed February 24, 2021.
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related to post-fire slope instability. The MSFB would also reduce the risk for the
project site and its structures to be damaged by wildfire, thus avoiding a site condition
which could subject the downslope Canal to post-fire runoff debris.
For the above reasons, the proposed project would have a less-than-significant
impact with respect to exposing people and/or structures to significant risks, including
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope
instability, or drainage changes.

Mitigation Measure(s)
None required.

Cumulative Impacts and Mitigation Measures
As defined in Section 15355 of the CEQA Guidelines, “cumulative impacts” refers to two or more
individual effects which, when considered together, are considerable, compound, or increase
other environmental impacts. The individual effects may be changes resulting from a single
project or a number of separate projects. The cumulative impact from several projects is the
change in the environment that results from the incremental impact of the project when added to
other closely related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable probable future projects.
The cumulative setting for impacts related to wildfire encompasses buildout of the proposed
project in conjunction with the BRSP, Bickford Ranch Marketplace, La Faille Ranch, and City of
Lincoln projects along SR 193. For more details regarding the cumulative setting, refer to Chapter
9, Statutorily Required Sections, of this EIR.

8-5

Increase in wildfire risk attributable to the proposed project
in combination with cumulative development. Based on the
analysis below, the cumulative impact is less than significant.
Other reasonably foreseeable projects within the project vicinity include the BRSP,
Bickford Ranch Marketplace, potentially the La Faille Ranch property, and City of
Lincoln projects, including the Turkey Creek Estates, Esplanade at Turkey Creek, The
Waterfront, and Deer Crossing. The BRSP, located west, south, and east of the project
site, would involve development of up to a combined 1,890 low-density, mediumdensity, and rural residential units on a 1,982-acre site. The proposed Bickford Ranch
Marketplace project, located north of the BRSP, would consist of a neighborhood
commercial center, featuring a grocery store, fuel station, retail, and restaurants.
Currently, an active application to develop the 169.68-acre La Faille Ranch property
to the north of the project site has not been filed with the County. However, La Faille
Ranch is included in the cumulative setting discussion, as a previous application to
develop the site into 14 single-family lots was partially processed through the County
before being subsequently withdrawn. Therefore, the La Faille Ranch property could
consist of large-lot single-family residential development. Turkey Creek Estates and
Esplanade at Turkey Creek are residential projects currently under construction within
the Village 1 Specific Plan area of the City of Lincoln. Esplanade is the larger of the
two projects (863 units) and consists of a 55 and older community. The project sites
for both are immediately north of SR 193, approximately 0.65-mile west of the
intersection of Sierra College Boulevard and SR 193 (Turkey Creek Estates) and 1.65
miles west of said intersection (Esplanade at Turkey Creek). The Waterfront (18.6
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acres) has also been entitled within the Village 1 Specific Plan, but is not currently
under construction. The project, which would be implemented southeast of the SR
193/Oak Tree Lane intersection, would consist of 271 multifamily units and
approximately 45,000 square feet of office, commercial, and restaurant space. Deer
Crossing is an entitled non-residential project southwest of the intersection of SR 193
and Oak Tree Lane, adjacent to the Village 1 Specific Plan area of the City of Lincoln.
The project, which is not currently under construction, would consist of approximately
22,000 square feet of non-residential commercial/retail uses.
Similar to the proposed project, the aforementioned projects are located within the
Moderate FHSZ in an SRA. Thus, as with the proposed project, should the projects
ultimately be constructed, the developments would be required to comply with
defensible space standards, pursuant to California PRC Section 4291, and other
wildfire risk minimization standards set forth in Chapter 7A of the CBC, including, but
not limited to, use of ignition-resistant materials, fire-intrusion design of roofing and
vents, and use of glazed exterior windows and doors. All buildings would be required
to meet all applicable CFC requirements as set forth by the County, the City of Lincoln,
the CBC, and/or the CFC, which could include fire sprinklers and fire alarms, as
determined by the Fire Marshal of the respective jurisdiction at building permit stage,
depending upon building and occupancy type. Furthermore, Chapter 9, Article 9.32,
Part 3 of the Placer County Code requires the maintenance of "fire breaks" around
structures and the clearing of roofs to prevent structural fires in the WUI. Compliance
with State and local standards would minimize wildfire risk at each of the project
locations.
With respect to cumulative projects within the City of Lincoln, Lincoln General Plan
Policy HS-7.3 requires the development of wildland fire management plans for projects
adjoining significant areas of open space that may have high fuel loads. The
aforementioned Village 1 Specific Plan projects would minimize wildland fire hazards
in open space areas through implementation of a fuel modification plan, as approved
by the Lincoln Fire Department.15 Furthermore, Lincoln General Plan Policy HS-7.4
requires new development to incorporate additional greenbelts, fuel breaks, fuel
reduction, and buffer zones around communities to minimize potential fire losses. As
part of achieving consistency with the policy, the Village 1 Specific Plan projects would
provide fuel modification zones around the sites’ interfaces with adjacent undeveloped
open space in accordance with the requirements of the Lincoln Fire Department.16
The ability to evacuate the area in which the cumulative projects are located during
the event of a wildfire must also be considered. Among the important changes to the
roadway system in the cumulative setting are the roadway and infrastructure
improvements identified in the Conditions of Approval for Bickford Ranch Specific Plan
Phase I (Placer County, 2017); these include installation of a traffic signal at the Sierra
College Boulevard/SR 193 intersection and widening of Sierra College Boulevard from
two lanes to four lanes from just south of the State Route 193 / Sierra College
Boulevard intersection to just south of the Sierra College Boulevard / Bickford Ranch
Road intersection. Further, the Placer Countywide Capital Improvement Program
(February 10, 2020) includes widening of Sierra College Boulevard (from 2 to 4 lanes)
15
16

City of Lincoln. Final Village 1 Specific Plan. July 2013, pg. A-66.
Ibid, pg. A-67.
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from State Route 193 to English Colony Way (about 4,500 feet south of Twelve
Bridges Drive). This improvement will be funded through the County’s traffic impact
fee program. As part of the approved Village 1 Specific Plan, SR 193 would be
widened from two lanes with gravel shoulders to a four-lane roadway with bike lanes
and a center median or turn lane. The pavement would be up to 80 feet wide, about
three times the width of the existing pavement.
Emergency events, like wildland fires, are unpredictable. The location of the fire, the
time of day an event occurs, the direction of travel, and rate of spread is unknown.
Due to this uncertainty, the utility of traditional capacity analysis, like AM and PM peak
hour operations at study intersections, is limited for the analysis of emergency events.
Further, during evacuation emergency responders will provide active traffic control at
intersections, close roads, provide detours for through traffic, and actively manage
available travel lanes to facilitate evacuation away from the emergency. For example,
emergency responders may use three of the planned four travel lanes (i.e., 2 SB lanes
and 1 NB lane) on Sierra College Boulevard for evacuation south of the project. Given
the capacity of SR 193 and Sierra College Boulevard (about 5,400 vehicles per hour),
the additional vehicles evacuating from the project would not substantially alter
evacuation operations and/or vehicle speeds on these facilities, or others in the
region.17 Assuming an evacuation of the area could occur over multiple hours, the
ability of the roadways (e.g., Sierra College Boulevard and SR 193) to move vehicles
safely out of the area increases proportionately. For example, a four-hour evacuation
event would allow these roadways to move up to 21,600 vehicles out of the area, which
is more than sufficient to account for existing volumes (around 8,600 per projectspecific traffic study) and BRSP and The Ridge volumes.
In addition, as detailed in the 2015 BRSP Development Agreement, the BRSP would
include construction of a new fire station on a 1.4-acre site within Parcel PF-1, adjacent
to Sierra College Boulevard. Construction of the fire station would commence, at the
latest, by the time of issuance of the 1,000th residential building permit for the BRSP.
Construction of the fire station would be required to be completed within 12 months.
The BRSP applicant would be required to pay to the County $940,000 by the time of
issuance of the 900th residential building permit for the BRSP, which would be used to
purchase a Type 1-1,500 gallons per minute fire apparatus, equipment to outfit the
apparatus, a utility support vehicle and equipment, advanced life support
equipment/supplies, and personnel training room equipment. Per a current contractual
agreement with the County, CAL FIRE would serve as the fire protection services
provider through the new station. As noted in the Fire Risk Analysis included in the
FSP, with the addition of the new fire station, emergency response times would
improve upon current response times. As discussed under Impact 8-2, as part of
obtaining approval from the County, The Ridge project would be conditioned to require
the payment of the Fire Fee to provide payment for a fair share cost of the design,
construction, and equipping of the BRSP Fire Station.
Furthermore, as discussed above, with implementation of Mitigation Measure 8-2 and
compliance with State and local standards, the proposed project’s potential impacts
17

Fehr and Peers. Memorandum: The Ridge Subdivision – Response to Comments (Raney Planning &
Management). August 6, 2020.
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related to wildfire would be reduced to less-than-significant levels. Because future
development would be subject to similar requirements and standards, the proposed
project, in conjunction with cumulative development in the area, would not be expected
to substantially increase the risk of wildfire.
Based on the above, the proposed project, in combination with cumulative
development, would have a less-than-significant cumulative impact related to
increasing wildfire risk.

Mitigation Measure(s)
None required.
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