MEMORANDUM
COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICE
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES
County of Placer

TO:

Honorable Board of Supervisors

DATE: July 26, 2022

FROM:

Jane Christenson, Acting County Executive Officer

BY:

David Atkinson, PE, Assistant Director of Emergency Services

SUBJECT:

Resolution to Terminate a Local Emergency in Placer County due to the River
Fire/ Resolution to Terminate a Local Health Emergency Declaration by Placer
County due to the River Fire/ Rescind Urgency Ordinance re: River Fire Debris
Removal Program

ACTION REQUESTED
1.
Adopt a Resolution to terminate a Local Emergency in Placer County due to the River
Fire and rescind Resolution 2021-280 in its entirety.
2.

Adopt a Resolution to terminate a Local Health Emergency Declaration by Placer County
due to the River Fire and rescind Resolution 2021-292 in its entirety.

3.

Introduce an uncodified Ordinance, waive oral reading, rescinding Urgency Ordinance
Number 6107-B that established regulations for the conduct of wildfire hazard trees and
debris removal resulting from the 2021 River Fire.

BACKGROUND
In the afternoon of August 4, 2021, the River Fire ignited in the Bear River drainage southwest
of Colfax and quickly spread into Placer and Nevada Counties. The fire’s rate of growth and
proximity to populated areas prompted an aggressive initial fire attack along with the mandatory
evacuation of several thousand residents in both affected counties, resulting in the need for
overnight shelters to house those who the fire displaced.
As part of the established process for securing state and federal assistance in responding to
and recovering from the impacts of disasters, the Placer County Director of Emergency Services
proclaimed a local emergency on August 5, 2021. This action was ratified by your Board on
August 10, 2021, with the adoption of Resolution No. 2021-280. Additional support for the initial
response included a Fire Management Assistance Grant and the Governor’s Proclamation of a
State of Emergency for multiple counties due to wildfires.
The River Fire was deemed fully contained on August 14, 2021. In its final incident update,
CalFire reported that the River Fire burned 2,619 acres of land, destroyed 102 residential
structures, damaged an additional 21 residential structures, and destroyed 39 other structures in
Placer and Nevada counties. Placer County Office of Emergency Services, several county
departments, and local special districts substantiated the need for the Governor to bolster the
availability of response and recovery resources. Ultimately, the Governor requested a federal
major disaster declaration for the multiple fires burning in California, and that request was
granted on August 24, 2021, with Placer being one of 6 counties included in DR 4610.
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Given the number of destroyed structures located on steep terrain near the Bear River, the
Placer County Interim Health Officer declared the existence of a local health emergency on
August 24, 2021, due to hazardous waste in the form of debris and debris ash and the potential
contamination of residential food and water supplies resulting from River Fire. Your Board
ratified the local health emergency on August 31, 2021, by adopting Resolution No. 2021-292.
The declaration of a local health emergency allowed for a formal request to the Director of the
California Governor's Office of Emergency Services for hazardous waste and debris removal to
maximize remediation and recovery efforts and prioritize public health and safety. Placer
County’s request for inclusion in the state-run debris removal program was approved, and work
began following your Board’s approval of Ordinance Number 6107-B establishing regulations for
the conduct of wildfire hazard trees and debris removal resulting from the 2021 River Fire on
September 28, 2021.
Environmental Health staff led the efforts in working with CalOES to complete the necessary
documentation that included securing a right of entry as well as adjudication of damaged and
destroyed vehicles. All forty-two residential properties that opted into the state-run debris
removal program have been remediated and have been rebuilt or are ready for rebuild.
Additionally, three property owners chose to complete debris removal using the alternative
option that was included in the River Fire Debris Removal Program Urgency Ordinance. The
declaration of a local health emergency also provided the means for the County to obtain
emergency protective measures to mitigate the impacts of the heavy rains that occurred in
October 2021.
With the completion of work, staff is confident that the remaining recovery efforts are within the
capability of the County to control effectively and therefore recommends that your Board
terminate the local emergency as specified in Section 8630 of the California Government Code,
terminate the local health emergency as specified under Health and Safety Code Section
101080, and rescind Urgency Ordinance Number 6107-B that established regulations for the
conduct of wildfire hazard trees and debris removal resulting from the 2021 River Fire.
FISCAL IMPACT
Federal and California Disaster Assistance cost recovery efforts are nearing completion and are
not impacted by the termination of the local emergency.
ATTACHMENTS
Attachment A – Resolution Terminating Local Emergency
Exhibit 1 - Proclamation of Existence of a Local Emergency dated August 5, 2021
Exhibit 2 - Adopted Resolution No. 2021-280
Attachment B - Resolution Terminating Local Health Emergency
Exhibit 1 - Declaration of Local Health Emergency
Exhibit 2 - Resolution No. 2021-292
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Attachment C – Ordinance to Rescind Urgency Ordinance
Exhibit 1 – Ordinance 6107-B
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Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California
In the matter of: A RESOLUTION TERIMINATING A
LOCAL EMERGENCY DUE TO THE RIVER FIRE AND
RECINDING RESOLUTION NO. 2021-280

Resolution No.: ____________

The following Resolution was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer
at a regular meeting held July 26, 2022, by the following vote:

Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Signed and approved by me after its passage.
_______________________________
Chair, Board of Supervisors

Attest:

_______________________
Clerk of said Board

WHEREAS, on August 4, 2021, the River Fire ignited in the Bear River drainage and quickly
spread into Placer and Nevada Counties; and
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WHEREAS, on August 5, 2021, the Governor of California proclaimed a state of emergency in
Placer County due to the River Fire and secured a Fire Management Grant (FMAG) from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to help ensure the availability of vital
resources to suppress the River Fire; and
WHEREAS, on August 5, 2021, the Director of Emergency Services proclaimed a local
emergency due to the River Fire threatening communities in Placer County; and
WHEREAS, August 10, 2021, the Board of Supervisors ratified the local emergency
proclamation with the adoption of Resolution No. 2021-280; and
WHEREAS, the River Fire reached full containment on August 14, 2021, having burned 2,619
acres of land, destroyed 102 residential structures, damaged an additional 21 residential
structures, and destroyed 39 other structures in Placer and Nevada counties; and
WHEREAS, Placer County Office of Emergency Services worked to have Placer County
included in a Presidential Major Disaster Declaration for California wildfires issued on August
24, 2021; and
WHEREAS, staff from multiple County departments and our allied agencies have worked
diligently to mitigate additional impacts from the fire, and assist survivors as they recover and
rebuild; and
WHEREAS, staff asserts that remaining work responding to the River Fire is within the
capability of the County to control effectively; and
WHEREAS, Federal and California Disaster Assistance cost recovery efforts are nearing
completion and are not impacted by the termination of the local emergency.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Placer County Board of Supervisors hereby
terminates the local emergency due to the River Fire in Placer County and rescinds Resolution
No. 2021-280 in its entirety. The foregoing Resolution was duly passed and adopted by the
Board of Supervisors for the County of Placer, State of California at the regular meeting of the
Board of Supervisors on July 26, 2022, by the vote listed above.

ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit 1 - Proclamation of Existence of a Local Emergency dated August 5, 2021
Exhibit 2 - Adopted Resolution No. 2021-280
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Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California
In the matter of: A RESOLUTION TERIMINATING A
LOCAL HEALTH EMERGENCY DUE TO THE RIVER
FIRE AND RECINDING RESOLUTION NO. 2021-292

Resolution No.: ____________

The following Resolution was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer
at a regular meeting held July 26, 2022, by the following vote:

Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Signed and approved by me after its passage.
_______________________________
Chair, Board of Supervisors

Attest:

_______________________
Clerk of said Board

WHEREAS, on August 4, 2021, the River Fire ignited in the Bear River drainage and quickly
spread into Placer and Nevada Counties; and
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WHEREAS, on August 5, 2021, the Governor of California proclaimed a state of emergency in
Placer County due to the River Fire and secured a Fire Management Grant (FMAG) from the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to help ensure the availability of vital
resources to suppress the River Fire; and
WHEREAS, on August 5, 2021, the Director of Emergency Services proclaimed a local
emergency due to the River Fire threatening communities in Placer County; and
WHEREAS, August 10, 2021, the Board of Supervisors ratified the local emergency
proclamation with the adoption of Resolution No. 2021-280; and
WHEREAS, the River Fire reached full containment on August 14, 2021, having burned 2,619
acres of land, destroyed 102 residential structures, damaged an additional 21 residential
structures, and destroyed 39 other structures in Placer and Nevada counties; and
WHEREAS, Placer County Office of Emergency Services worked to have Placer County
included in a Presidential Major Disaster Declaration for California wildfires issued on August
24, 2021; and
WHEREAS, on August 24, 2021, the Placer County Interim Health Officer declared the
existence of a local health emergency due to hazardous waste in the form of debris and debris
ash and the potential contamination of residential food and water supplies resulting from River
Fire; and
WHEREAS, the declaration of a local health emergency allowed for a formal request to the
Director of the California Governor's Office of Emergency Services for hazardous waste and
debris removal; and
WHEREAS, all forty-two of the residential properties that opted into the program have been
rebuilt or are ready for rebuild; and
WHEREAS, staff asserts that remaining work responding to the River Fire is within the
capability of the County to control effectively; and
WHEREAS, Federal and California Disaster Assistance cost recovery efforts are nearing
completion and are not impacted by the termination of the local emergency.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Placer County Board of Supervisors hereby
terminates the local health emergency due to the River Fire in Placer County and rescinds
Resolution No. 2021-292 in its entirety. The foregoing Resolution was duly passed and adopted
by the Board of Supervisors for the County of Placer, State of California at the regular meeting
of the Board of Supervisors on July 26, 2022 by the vote listed above.

ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit 1 - Declaration of Local Health Emergency
Exhibit 2 - Resolution No. 2021-292
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Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California
In the matter of: AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING THE
URGENCY ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING STANDARDS
FOR THE REMOVAL OF DEBRIS GENERATED AS A
RESULT OF THE RIVER FIRE

Ordinance No.: ____________

The following Resolution was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer
at a regular meeting held _________, 2022, by the following vote:

Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:

Signed and approved by me after its passage.
_______________________________
Chair, Board of Supervisors

Attest:

_______________________
Clerk of said Board

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property within the County
were caused by the River Fire which started near the City of Colfax on August 4, 2021. The fire
consumed two thousand six hundred and nineteen (2,619) acres and destroyed forty-nine (49)
homes and damaged another nine in the County. This is in addition to significant acreage of
timber that was burned; and
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WHEREAS, on August 10, 2021, the Placer County Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution
2021-280 ratifying the proclamation of local emergency resulting from the impacts of the River
Fire; and
WHEREAS, on August 10, 2021, the Placer County Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution
2021-292 ratifying the declaration of local health emergency resulting from the impacts of the
River Fire; and
WHEREAS, on September 28, 2021, the Placer County Board of Supervisors adopted Urgency
Ordinance No. 6107-B establishing regulations for the conduct of wildfire hazard tree and debris
removal, resulting from the 2021 River Fire; and
WHEREAS, the cleanup and abatement of the debris and debris ash from the River Fire are
completed for those properties seeking government assistance and there are no outstanding
enforcement matters related to Urgency Ordinance No. 6107-B, thereby eliminating further need
for the ordinance for the conduct of wildfire hazard tree and debris removal, resulting from the
2021 River Fire.
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF PLACER, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Rescission of Urgency Ordinance No. 6107-B.
The Board rescinds Urgency Ordinance No. 6107-B in its entirety.
Section 2. Effective date and findings
This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force thirty (30) days after the date of its passage.
Section 3. Publication
The Clerk is directed to publish this Ordinance, or a summary thereof, within fifteen (15) days in
accordance with Government Code Section 25124.

ATTACHMENT
Exhibit 1 - Ordinance 6107-B
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