Richard McSherry
OBJECTIVE
Use my experience and education to continue serving the public now that I am retired.

EXPERIENCE
Department of Consumer Affairs/ Division of Investigation/Marijuana (Cannabis)
Enforcement Unit
Commander (Supervising Investigator II)
(May 2017 to October 2019- retired)
Responsibilities: Under the general oversight of the Chief Investigator, I was responsible for
the creation of a statewide law enforcement program to enforce the provisions of Proposition
64 (Adult Use of Marijuana Act) approved by the voters in 2016, as it pertained to the
distribution and retail sales of marijuana. Specifically, I was responsible for hiring peace
officers and support staff, establishing local field offices, selecting and procuring equipment,
reviewing and commenting on various regulations, developing various policies, and
overseeing investigations requested by the Bureau of Cannabis Control.
Department of Consumer Affairs/ Division of Investigation
Supervising Investigator I
(June 2008 to April 2017)
Responsibilities: Under the direction of a Supervising Investigator II, I oversaw the
operations of one of the Sacramento Field Offices for the Division of Investigation (DOI).
As such, I supervised a staff of Senior Investigators, Investigators, and a clerical support
person by planning, organizing, and managing caseload activities, and overseeing office
operations. I reviewed and approved completed investigative reports and effectively and
efficiently apply DOI and DCA policies and procedures. The office performed highly
sensitive criminal and administrative investigations for over nineteen boards and bureaus
within DCA, including nurses, engineers, veterinarians, physical therapists, and behavioral
sciences.

Department of Consumer Affairs/ Medical Board of California
Supervising Investigator I
(October 2006 to June 2008)
Responsibilities: Under the direction of a Supervising Investigator II, I oversaw the
operations of the Valencia District Office for the Medical Board of California (MBC). As
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such, I supervised a staff of Senior Investigators, Investigators, part-time medical
consultants, and a clerical support person by planning, organizing, and managing caseload
activities, and overseeing office operations. I reviewed and approved completed investigative
reports and effectively and efficiently applied MBC and DCA policies and procedures. The
office performed highly sensitive criminal and administrative investigations of physicians
and surgeons, podiatrists, physician assistants, psychologists, and other licensed/unlicensed
persons under the jurisdiction of the MBC.

California State Emergency Medical Services Authority
Chief Investigator (Supervising Special Investigator I)
(December 1999 to October 2006)
Responsibilities: Under the direction of the Health Program Manager II, EMS Personnel
Division, I acted with a high degree of authority and have independent responsibility in
planning, organizing, researching, conducting, and directing the State’s entire EMTParamedic Investigative Program for the Emergency Medical Services Authority. My
duties included the research, analysis, development, and maintenance of policies and
procedures relating to the laws governing EMT-Paramedics. In addition, I planned,
organized, directed, and/or conducted sensitive, confidential, difficult, and complex
investigations to detect and verify suspected violations of the provisions of the laws,
rules, and regulations governing EMT-Paramedics; I oversaw staff who monitored
paramedics on probation; and I served as one of three members on the Ambulance
Review Board that makes final administrative decisions, subsequent to hearing, on
ambulance license refusals or revocations by the Department of Motor Vehicles.
Moreover, I prepared legislative proposals; draft legislation and regulations; prepared
budget change proposals and spring finance letters; testified before legislative committees
concerning legislation and budget matters; and analyzed legislative proposals that
potentially impact the enforcement program. I represented the enforcement program
before department managers, the Health and Human Services Agency, the Department of
Finance, the Governor’s Office, the Legislature, as well as the various constituent groups.
I was responsible for the proper budgeting and allocation of the Enforcement Unit’s
$800,000 annual budget.

California State Fair Political Practices Commission
Investigator I (December 1985 to January 1987)
Investigator II (January 1987 to October 1989)
Investigator III (October 1989 to December 1999)
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Responsibilities: Under the direction of the Chief Investigator, I worked with wide
discretion and independence of action to conduct the most difficult, complex, and
sensitive investigations of suspected violations of the Political Reform Act. Investigative
assignments included conflict of interest violations, campaign money laundering, illegal
gifts to public officials, personal use of campaign funds, and failure to report income
and/or contributions. On occasion, I coordinated the work of other investigators in the
performance of assigned investigations where I was the lead investigator. I also trained
both new investigators and attorneys in investigative techniques and on the office wide
computer system. I testified before county grand juries and in administrative hearings,
and I represented the Commission at training seminars for other law enforcement
agencies.

Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office
Process Server (April 1979 to June 1981)
Investigative Assistant (June 1981 to December 1985)
Responsibilities: Process Server- served subpoenas to hostile, uncooperative, and
evasive witnesses by interviewing employers, friends, and relatives as to the witnesses’
whereabouts. Ensured attendance of witnesses at trial.
Investigative Assistant- provided assistance to deputy district attorneys in the
investigation and prosecution of criminal cases. I provided full investigative support on
cases ranging from drunk driving to death penalty murder cases. Case support included,
but was not limited to, interviewing/interrogating witnesses and defendants, testifying for
impeachment and other purposes, requesting crime lab analysis, and evaluating strength
of the evidence and making recommendations for case resolution. In addition, I
performed background investigations on prospective new employees; trained new
attorneys and investigators on “rap” sheets; represented the office locally and nationally
on the computerized criminal justice system; oversaw the work of college interns; and
prepared Rehabilitation and Pardon background reports for Superior Court.

EDUCATION
Yuba College, Marysville (2006-2007)
POST Specialized Investigators’ Basic Course
California State University at Sacramento (1976-1979)
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Criminal Justice
Minor in Business Administration
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Cosumnes River College, Sacramento (1973-1976)
Associate of Arts Degree in General Business

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Certified Emergency Medical Technician (EMT-1) (2001-2017)
Member, Fifteen Gallon Club, Sacramento Blood Source
Member- Board of Directors- Build and Restore International (2020 to present)
Church Elder (1988 to present)

