3M Event Center
Appeal of the Planning
Commission’s Denial of a
Conditional Use Permit
(PLN22-00053)
Planning Staff – Nick Trifiro

Hearing Purpose
Consider an appeal of the Planning
Commission’s denial of a Conditional Use Permit
to allow daily rental of a former 11,000 square
foot restaurant building as an event center for
indoor events, including music, weddings,
birthdays, quinceaneras, and private meetings.
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Project Location/Zoning
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Project Site Photos
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Project Background
• April/May 2019 – County received two Business License
applications to operate event center
• May 10, 2019 – County sends letter to applicant indicating
that license cannot be approved without prior
approval of a Use Permit.
• November 18, 2021– PCSO contacted Planning Services
Division regarding unpermitted events scheduled
for November 26 and December 10, 2021
• November 22, 2021 – Planning Services Division notifies
applicant that 3M Event Center is prohibited
from conducting any events
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Project Background (cont.)
• November 23, 2021 – Applicant submits Temporary Outdoor
Event application, but Planning informs them
there is an approximate 60-day lead time for
events
• November 26, 2021 – First scheduled event is held resulting in
approximately 200 cars on property and arrests
of two individuals for illegally possessing firearms
• December 2, 2021 – Code Enforcement issues a Notice of
Violation to prevent any further events from
occurring until a CUP and Business License is
obtained
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Project Background (cont.)
• January 12, 2022 – County Counsel files an order for a
preliminary injunction with the Placer County
Superior Court.
• January 19, 2022 – Placer County Superior Court files a
preliminary injunction prohibiting the applicant
from holding any future events until trial on the
action or further Court order.
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• Present – Applicant is now seeking approval of a CUP to
bring the parcel into compliance with Zoning
Ordinance requirements and appealed Planning
Commission’s June 9, 2022 decision to deny the Use
Permit.

Event Center Operations
• Proposed Hours of Operation:
• 6:00 AM – 1:30 AM daily
• No time restrictions for clean-up work after events
• Limitations on Attendance: Maximum of 325 persons
• Event Staffing: No event staffing proposed
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Planning Commission Hearing
• The Planning Commission considered the project at
its June 9, 2022 meeting.
• The Appellant stated his disagreement with
proposed operational controls including staff’s
proposed limitations, claiming it would negatively
affect his ability to operate the business
• Two public commentors voiced their opposition to
project

9

• The Planning Commission took action (6-0) to
unanimously deny the Conditional Use Permit

Appeal
An appeal was received June 14, 2022, and the
appellant asserts the following points:
• His understanding is that if he had agreed with the
terms the Planning Services Division proposed he
believed the Conditional Use Permit would have been
approved
• He now accepts the Planning Services Division’s
proposed conditions
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Appeal Response
• Even if the Appellant accepted the terms requested by County
staff, there is no degree of certainty that any operational
restrictions would be followed given the precedence of noncompliance with County restrictions. Despite being notified several
times, both verbally and through written communication, the
Appellant continued to hold events.
• Staff sent a letter to Appellant on March 28, 2022 to follow up on
concerns raised by MAC members, public, and shared by staff
following March 22nd MAC meeting. Staff identified operational
controls in the letter as terms that the Appellant could consider.
Since the Appellant never agreed to them, Staff did not move
forward with preparing Conditions for the Conditional Use Permit.
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Appeal Response
The March 28, 2022 letter from staff included the following operational
controls for the Appellant to consider:
1. Provide staffing for any events that have over 50 attendees (with
the exception of any events involving worship services), at a ratio
of one staff person for every 75 attendees;
2. Limit attendance to a maximum of 150 attendees for any given
event rather than the 325 persons requested by the Appellant in
the original application filing; and
3. Limit hours of operation from 6:00 AM to 9:00 PM rather than 6:00
AM to 1:30 AM as requested by the Appellant in the original
application filing.
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Recommended Actions
Staff recommends the Board of Supervisors take the following actions:
• Deny the appeal filed by the property owner, Gus Mathiopoulos
• Uphold the Planning Commission’s June 9, 2022 decision to deny
the 3M Event Center Conditional Use Permit (PLN22-00053)
• Find that the project is statutorily exempt from environmental
review pursuant to provisions of Section 15270 of the California
Environmental Quality Act Guidelines and Section 18.36.010 (G) of
the Placer County Environmental Review Ordinance (Projects
which are disapproved).
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